
[image: Cover: Mia Mayhem Stops Time!, by Kara West, illustrated by Leeza Hernandez]


[image: Images]


[image: Images]



[image: Images]



CHAPTER 1
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LATE AGAIN!


“Mia Macarooney, why are you late again?” asked Mrs. Cruz.

That was a very good question.

I was standing in her office as she wrote me another tardy slip. She was the principal of Normal Elementary School.

“Mia, this is the fourth time this week,” she continued.
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“I know. I’m sorry. I’ll try to make sure it won’t happen again,” I replied.

Mrs. Cruz paused, waiting for me to say more.

But I couldn’t make any hard promises.

Because every morning this week, weird things have happened to make me late. And I couldn’t tell her why.

Why not, you ask?

Well, because . . . I’ve been using my superpowers!

Yeah, you heard me right.

My name is Mia, and I. Am. A. Superhero!

Right now, during regular school, I’m Mia Macarooney.

But when the school bell rings, I go by MIA MAYHEM.

[image: Image]

I’m still really new at being super—that’s why I go to the Program for In Training Superheroes, aka the PITS! The PITS is a top secret superhero-training academy. And thanks to the things I’ve learned, I’ve been able to save the day before school even starts!

On Monday, I flew up into a tree to help a squirrel who was afraid of heights.

On Tuesday, I helped an old lady cross a busy street.

Then on Wednesday, there was a bridge that got stuck in the up position.

And then this morning, my cat, Chaos, ran after the garbage truck!
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So, yeah, in short, this week has been total mayhem.

I wish I could tell Mrs. Cruz the truth, but I need to protect my secret identity. There are only four people who know: my parents (who are also superheroes), Eddie (my best friend), and Dr. Sue Perb (the headmistress of the PITS).
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That’s why all I could do was apologize.

“Sorry again, Mrs. Cruz,” I said, looking down at the floor.
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“I know you are, Mia,” Mrs. Cruz said. “But four tardies in one week means you’ll have to make up your morning class after school today.”
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That was going to mess up my entire day!

Being a superhero and a regular kid took a lot of balance—I had a tight schedule to keep.
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And if there is one thing I’ve learned so far, it’s that being a good superhero depends on being in the right place at the right time.

But today, trying to do the right thing for others is bad news for me . . . because it looks like I’m going to be stuck in that makeup session, whether I like it or not.
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CHAPTER 2
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SAVING TIME


There are a lot of problems with getting to school late, and this one is the worst: When you walk into class, everyone turns and looks at you!

I tried to sneak in as quietly as I could, but all eyes were on me as I walked by. When I got to my desk, I swung my backpack off my shoulder. As soon as I did, I knew I was in trouble.
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