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    To Pamela & David Atherton, with love.

    —I.A.

    To Alf the dog, who only wants to play with the

    chickens, but the feeling isn’t mutual.

    —B.S.
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    Martha was an unusual chicken. Although she was a silky white bantam, she had yellow springs for legs. She got them when a mean fox hurt her legs so badly that they no longer worked.
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    Martha’s owner was a crafty farmer and an inventor. He had found his beloved hen unable to walk. He took her into the house and found two giant springs. They weren’t perfect but at least it meant that Martha would be able to continue her life on the farm.
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