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Preface

          

        

      

      Looking through photos of homes that we considered for inclusion in this book,
        photographer Dan Mayers and I asked ourselves the same questions over and over again. Would
        arriving at the cottage make us feel like trading in our ordinary shoes for flip flops? Did
        the kitchen and dining areas give us a hint that fresh-caught lobster, shrimp fritters, or
        grilled catch-of-the-day might be on the menu? Were there any unique coastal cues in the way
        the living room and bedrooms were decorated? 

      In other words, was it possible to tell the home was located on the shore of a lake,
        river, or ocean—without seeing the view from the window? 

      The thirteen houses we selected differ greatly in their decorating schemes, but all have
        the ability to instantly transport you to the water’s edge. Some are centuries old and
        others were built recently. A few boast vibrant Caribbean colors or nautical hues, while
        others rely on an all-white palette for a sense of serenity. Some feature rooms filled with
        coastal keepsakes and accumulated treasures; others celebrate simplicity. 

      Whether they are primary residences, artist’s retreats, or weekend getaways, all of the
        cottages in this book offer their owners and guests a place to enjoy time together, to chill
        out, and to feel sheltered and protected from the raging sea and the world outside. We hope
        you’ll share our discoveries of new and creative ways to translate a love of waterside
        surroundings into successful decorating schemes using creative design solutions. 

      —Barbara Jacksier 
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Introduction

          

        

      

      What is it that draws generation after generation to land’s end? Nearly all who dwell by
        the shore will tell you the pleasures of hearing the rhythm of waves or watching the sunset
        over the water far outweigh any inconveniences. 

      Salt sticks in the shakers, humidity ruins porch furniture, garden roses wither from salt
        spray—still there’s something irresistible about living by the water. 

      As if countering the vastness of mighty oceans, most of those who live on America’s
        coastlines have historically built homes of small proportions on snug lots. Although
        architectural styles vary greatly, these petite waterside dwellings are generally referred
        to as cottages or bungalows. Their exteriors are frequently painted in sun-reflecting
        whites, nautical blues, or whimsical colors. 

      The interiors of these houses likewise avoid formality in favor of a casual approach. For
        many cottage owners, the goal is to create the illusion that their décor is somehow “thrown
        together,” albeit very tastefully. 

      Even in homes designed by professionals, there’s always a place for “found objects” in a
        seaside home. Small details—such as sea urchins casually piled in an antique bowl or a
        bookcase display of sand pails—are what truly give cottages that elusive quality known as
        coziness. 

      Since old-fashioned summer cottages were often furnished with sturdy but past-its-prime
        furniture, today’s cottage owners seek to replicate that spirit through flea market finds.
        Whitewashed antique four-poster beds or seating cloaked in washable fish print slipcovers
        can give any room the kind of atmosphere that brings back bygone days of childhood shore
        vacations. 

      To add to the summery mood, bare wood floors are often punctuated with sisal mats or
        hand-painted floor cloths. Windows are left undressed—as long as shading from the sun is not
        required. When necessary, gauze panels or plantation shutters effectively filter the sun
        without blocking the view. 

      Cottages used as weekend getaways and vacation retreats spotlight design features
        encouraging residents and guests to relax and unwind. A croquet set on the lawn, boxes of
        old-fashioned board games stacked near a table, or a shelf of old books waiting for new
        readers all hold the promise of simple fun. These amusements offer a trip down memory lane
        for older generations—and a new kind of thrill for today’s “plugged in” young people. 
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          Shelves filled with colorful sand pails and hand-painted signs offer the promise
                of simple summer fun.

        

      

      
Getting Waterside Style 

      Waterside style need not be—and often is not—confined to residences within walking
        distance of an ocean or lake. Several attributes define successful coastal decorating, and
        anyone, anywhere, can create a casual waterfront atmosphere, even when the nearest body of
        water is a thousand miles away! 

      Choosing colors compatible with ocean views; adding patterns to your furniture and walls
        that evoke the water or waterfront activities; keeping your decorating scheme simple; using
        materials associated with the sea; finding antiques that have aged gracefully; prominently
        displaying items, like seashells and sea glass, found on beaches; and collecting maritime
        memorabilia are all elements the owners of the homes in this book have successfully
        mastered. 

      Here are some ideas common to these wonderful homes you can use to create your own dream
        waterfront home, wherever it may be. 

      
        [image: Introduction]
        
          A serene blue and white color scheme unites this California cottage’s interior
                with the water surrounding the property.
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          A giant clamshell makes a fitting container for an assortment of sparkling sea
                glass in shades of frosty white, blue, and green.

        

      

      
Choose Coastal Colors 

      Color is intrinsic to waterside style. The color of a room is what you notice most upon
        entry...or least. When a room’s colors are done right, you don’t think about it—you feel it. 

      Take your cue from the rolling surf and decorate your walls in sea blues and greens; or
        evoke the Fourth of July and design a red, white, and blue haven. Mix and match sand shades
        for a neutral palette, or concoct a potent Caribbean-style cocktail by using mango gold,
        passion fruit pink, or Key West lime. Each palette offers a distinctive take on waterside
        style. 

      When choosing colors for your home, always consider the clarity of the hues. Think of
        colors you’ve noticed near the water on a sunny day. Look for crystal clear blues and
        greens, glowing tans, or tropical brights. Muted rainy day colors, such as ones dulled down
        with gray or brown, should be avoided, as they look more urban. 
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          Water colors are complex blends of numerous tones. Mix an array of seaside blues
                with aquatic greens for a tranquil effect.

        

      

      
Play with Patterns 

      Among the types of wallpaper, decals, and fabrics you can find to add seaside or lakeside
        are realistic renditions of shells and subtle coral patterns, those with wriggling trout,
        and fanciful flamingos. Hula girls, ships’ flags, and historic lighthouse patterns can be
        found online, along with nearly anything else you can imagine. 

      Think small by using narrow border prints or individual paste-on wall appliqués at chair
        rail height; or think large by finding room for a wall-size mural of your favorite Hawaiian
        surfing locale or shore vista. 

      Repeat your chosen motif on upholstery fabrics, or introduce new themes through cushions
        that change with the seasons. For continuity, try creating a house-wide theme inspired by
        the South Pacific, denizens of the deep, or vintage sailing vessels. 

      If you’re not ready to commit to a full-scale decorating theme, get your feet wet with
        inexpensive accents that evoke waterside activities. Toss colorful flip-flops into a basket
        by the back door. Hang framed photographs, paintings, or prints of dunes, docks, and fishing
        boats. Place stacks of books on nautical history, shore birds, or aquatic sports on side
        tables. Toss pillows stitched in regatta stripes on folding wooden deck chairs for seaworthy
        outdoor seating. 

      Outside, display a hand-painted sign welcoming your guests to the beach, or one that
        advertises fresh lobsters. After dark, light up your garden or illuminate a walkway to the
        shore with nautical lanterns or tiki torches. 

      
        [image: Introduction]
        
          Embellished with whimsical flip-flops, this custom-made daybed exudes sassy
                beachcomber style.

        

      

      
Try Simplicity 

      Coastal colors and patterns are not the only way to anchor your cottage to the shore.
        Simplicity is a serene and charming option for a decorating motif and can be used in any
        room of the house. 

      Limit your color palette to ensure that nothing interferes with the real focus of your
        home—the people who live in or visit it and the beautiful scenery that surrounds it. 

      For a peaceful monochromatic color scheme, combine a variety of cream tones, tinted
        shades, and distressed whites. It’s best to steer clear of stark modern whites, which can
        look cold and uninviting. Prefer a hint of color? Mix officer’s whites with crisp nautical
        blues or soft greens. 

      Pare down furnishings to the essentials and be selective in choosing accessories. For a
        home that feels like a calm retreat, toss washable white or pale slipcovers over upholstered
        sofas and chairs. Gauzy drapes, roll-up shades, or simple tie back curtains lend an air of
        effortlessness to cottage windows. If you have wood floors, roll up the rugs. 

      Functional items that do double duty as decorative accents cut down on clutter. For
        example, everyday items imbued with coastal flair, such as ocean-themed dishes or aqua
        vases, can be displayed throughout the house until pressed into service. If there’s an
        ocean, lake or other interesting feature nearby, call attention to it by placing a telescope
        at a window. Remember, in waterfront decorating, less is often more!
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          An unexpected mix of pale wood and timeworn white items forms an important part of
                the eclectic cottage look.
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          A humble stair gets a decorative lift. Contrasting textures, instead of color, add
                drama to this vertical vignette.

        

      

      
Borrow Seaworthy Textures 

      In some areas, waterside cottages were originally built using the same maritime materials
        and craftsmen employed at nearby shipyards. Interior walls were fashioned from sheets of
        marine plywood and then partially or entirely covered with shiplap beadboard, if money and
        time allowed. 

      Today, authentic tongue-and-groove beadboard (available from millwork specialists) and
        less expensive grooved paneling sheets (available at home centers) can replicate this look. 

      Other rough or three-dimensional textures traditionally associated with seaside cottages
        include smooth sailcloth window awnings and knotted sailor’s hammocks. Introduce a tropical
        surface treatment by using bamboo or grasscloth wallpaper or woven sisal, reed, or straw
        floor mats. 

      Smooth surfaces that mimic water on a calm day are also appropriate. Glass that captures
        the depths of the sea adds a magical quality to a room. It looks different at different
        times of day and in different weather. When choosing glass for a backsplash, countertop, or
        edging, consider its color as well as its thickness. Density and composition determine the
        sense of movement you see when light reflects off the surface. Look for glass with embedded
        bubbles and wavy finishes for dazzling effects. 

      Materials for walkways and garden paths that play up the proximity to or the illusion of
        water include crushed clam or oyster shells and wooden plank boardwalks with rope railings. 
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          Rustic yet charming, old-fashioned wood plank walls create a visual contrast to
                nostalgic displays and vintage finds.
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          A painted floral headboard and table coverings dripping in beads have a vintage
                look set against a soothing blue background.
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