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				Introduction

				What is the secret to a successful marriage or romantic partnership? How do you find true love — and stay in love? Is love enough to weather life’s storms, petty grievances, and foolish mistakes? Can you give your all to love without giving up your self? Does a relationship that “works” take work, or does it come naturally, easily? Do couples who live happily ever after know something or have something or do something that couples whose relationships falter or fail don’t?

				Those are the questions most of us ask at one time in our lives — and that some of us ask repeatedly throughout our lives. Because deep in our hearts that’s what most of us want: to love and to be loved by that one special someone. The three stories in A Cup of Comfort® Stories for Couples give you an inside look into the hearts and lives of couples who have asked these very questions. Hopefully, their stories will delight, inspire, and move you. 

	
				The Piece of Paper That Almost Blinded Me

				By Julie Clark Robinson

				I was feeling particularly organized that Friday afternoon. The kids were safely tucked into daycare, and I was plodding along with my daily companion — my To Do list. It was a tattered piece of notebook paper, and in those days, a newly scribbled one accompanied me everywhere I went. With a family wedding in Manhattan in a couple months, I attacked the project of finding the best airfare possible. When satisfied, I proudly e-mailed my husband, David, to let him know what I’d come up with. Surely he’d be happy with my efforts to not take him away from his clients for any longer than necessary.
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