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How to Use This Book


This book is designed to allow for highly targeted preparation for the Digital PSAT. Based on your previous PSAT test scores or the PSAT diagnostic test in this book, review the strategies and content knowledge that are most relevant to your needs. There are hundreds of drills that range in difficulty from easy to challenging so that you can achieve the very best results for your personal situation. What you find in the text is aligned with the information about the digital PSAT available in February of 2024. You should check information from the College Board for the latest updates.


Diagnostic Test


First, take the diagnostic test to gain an understanding of your strengths and weaknesses. It is a complete test with answer explanations and a question-type analysis guide, so you know what types of concepts need the most attention.


Review and Practice


The Reading, Writing, and Math sections each have:




	Proven test-taking strategies that allow you to customize your approach


	Extensive review of key concepts, particularly grammar and math knowledge


	Practice questions fully aligned with PSAT content


	Advanced practice drills for those students seeking National Merit recognition





Adaptive Practice Test


The final section of the book offers the opportunity to take a full-length PSAT adaptive practice test that includes all question types found on the actual PSAT for the Reading, Writing, and Math sections. Comprehensive answer explanations are provided for the questions.


Online Practice


In addition to the diagnostic test and adaptive test within this book, there are extensive targeted online drills that you can use to sharpen your weak areas. All questions include answer explanations. Further, there is a vocabulary resource available in the online practice if you need to improve your performance on word-in-context questions.


For Students


Every strategy and explanation is based on what I have found works best for students on the actual PSAT. No matter your personal goals and background knowledge, you will find practice drills and test-taking strategies that are geared toward your situation.


Best of luck,


Brian W. Stewart



For Teachers


While many students will like working through this book independently, others will maximize their learning when they have a great teacher or tutor as their guide. Help your students work smarter instead of simply working harder by utilizing the concept reviews and drills most appropriate for your students’ needs. Also, you can coach your students on which test-taking strategies will be the best fit based on their past performance. I am hopeful that the skills that students develop from using this book will help them not just with the PSAT, but also with their academic coursework and future careers. If you have any suggestions for future editions, please reach out via the publisher.


Sincerely,


Brian W. Stewart









 


Introduction to the Digital PSAT/NMSQT


The PSAT is a preliminary SAT exam that is used both for assessing student academic progress and for determining eligibility for the National Merit Scholarship competition. Over 4,000,000 high school students take the PSAT or PSAT 10 each year. It is such a popular test because the PSAT helps students gauge their college readiness as well as prepare for the SAT exam. There are different PSAT exams, including PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, and PSAT/NMSQT, which are typically based on a student’s grade level.


What Does the PSAT Test Do?


The PSAT tests the skills and general knowledge you will need to be successful in college and beyond.


Reading Comprehension Skills




	Determining what you can infer from a reading passage


	Finding what evidence in a passage supports a claim


	Establishing the meaning of words in context


	Analyzing graphs as they relate to a reading passage





Writing Skills




	Knowledge of English grammar fundamentals (punctuation, subject-verb agreement, verb tense, etc.)


	Understanding how best to use notes to accomplish a specific task


	Awareness of proper use of transitions





Math Problem-Solving Skills




	Solving questions with an emphasis on Algebra 1 and Algebra 2 (just a handful of questions may relate to geometry and precalculus)


	Analyzing and problem-solving using charts and graphs


	Understanding and solving real-world applications





The digital PSAT has two Evidence-Based Reading and Writing modules (sections) and two Math modules. The test is adaptive—the second modules of both the Reading/Writing and the Math will change in difficulty based on how students do on the first modules of each type. Students who perform better on the first modules will have more challenging questions in the second modules, while students who do not perform as well will have easier questions in the second modules. Here is a summary of the format of the digital PSAT:


Digital PSAT Format


















	PSAT Module


	Format







	Reading and Writing One


	32 Minutes, 27 Questions, Standard Difficulty







	Reading and Writing Two


	32 Minutes, 27 Questions, Adaptive Difficulty (easier or harder questions depending on how you did on the first Reading/Writing section)







	


	Break—10 Minutes







	Math One


	35 Minutes, 22 Questions, Standard Difficulty







	Math Two


	35 Minutes, 22 Questions, Adaptive Difficulty (easier or harder questions depending on how you did on the first Math section)













If you have previously taken or prepared for the paper-based version of the PSAT, here are some of the key differences between the older and current digital version of the PSAT:


Test Length


















	Old PSAT


	Digital PSAT











	



	About three hours long, including breaks and administration


	60 minutes for Reading


	35 minutes Writing and Language


	25 minutes for Non-Calculator Math


	45 minutes for Calculator Math







	



	A little over two hours long; assesses the same skills as the longer PSAT by having an adaptive format


	Less time needed for test administration because students can download the testing app ahead of time


















Test Format


















	Old PSAT


	Digital PSAT











	



	One test form for all students on a particular test day


	Paper test booklets with scantron sheets for answers


	Can go back to questions within a section before time is called


	Students should bring their own watches and calculators—they are not provided.


	Can write on the test booklet


	Experimental questions (ones that don’t count toward your score), if given, are in a section after the test.







	



	Different test questions for different students


	Taken on a laptop that students provide or that the test center makes available


	Can still go back and review questions. Questions can be flagged.


	Countdown clock and calculator built into the program, although students can still bring a watch and calculator if they would like.


	Can write on provided scrap paper


	A few experimental questions are incorporated into each test section.


















Reading and Writing & Language


















	Old PSAT


	Digital PSAT











	



	Reading passages are 500–750 words long and have 9–10 questions each.


	Reading genres include fiction, social science, historical documents, and natural science.


	Writing and Language passages are about 450 words long and have 11 questions each.







	



	Reading and Writing passages are no longer than 150 words. Each passage has just one question accompanying it.


	Has a greater variety of reading genres represented. Along with the existing PSAT reading genres, there will be humanities, drama, and poetry excerpts.


















Math


















	Old PSAT


	Digital PSAT











	



	Non-Calculator and Calculator sections


	Formula sheet provided at the beginning of the test section


	Students need to bring their own calculators.







	



	Calculator permitted throughout the test


	Formula sheet and digital Desmos™ calculator available in the program


	Word problems are typically more concise than they were before.



















Why Has the College Board Made This Change to the PSAT?




	
Adaptive tests have a long track record of success. The GRE and GMAT, both of which are used for graduate school admissions, are computer-based adaptive assessments. These tests are shorter than they would otherwise be since they adjust the difficulty of the questions based on student performance.


	
Students have become more comfortable with computer-based assessments. With so many students learning remotely over the past few years, digital learning has become far more common.


	
The test should be easier to administer. Testing administrators will not have to secure test booklets, and schools will not have to take nearly as much time out of the day to offer the PSAT.


	
Test security should be improved. Since students will have different test questions, it is far more difficult to cheat. Also, it will be far less likely that a test security breach will lead to score cancellations.





What Should I Take to the Test?


Be certain to bring the following on test day:




	Pens or pencils you can use on the scrap paper.


	Your own laptop or tablet if you have one. (If you don’t, can request one from College Board in advance.) If you want to use your own laptop or tablet for the PSAT, be sure to download the testing app ahead of time and make sure your device is fully charged.


	A permitted calculator (see https://www.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/approved-calculators for a complete list). Although there is a Desmos calculator embedded in the testing program, you may prefer to use your own.


	A watch to monitor your pacing if you would prefer to not rely on the timer embedded in the testing program. (Be sure it doesn’t make noise and cannot connect to the internet.)


	A photo ID. (If you are taking the exam at your own school, you will likely not need one.)


	An e-mail address, so colleges can contact you and you can access your scores online.


	A snack or drink for your break. Be sure you do not place these on your desk.


	Do NOT bring a cell phone. You don’t want to risk it going off accidentally. Also, you won’t be able to check it during a break.





What Should I Do in the Days Leading Up to the PSAT?


If the PSAT were a test for which you could cram, it would make sense to stay up late studying the night before. Since it is more of a critical thinking test, you need to be as relaxed and as well rested as possible to do your best. Here are some things you should do before the PSAT.




	Download the PSAT testing app ahead of time and familiarize yourself with the program. You can find the application at https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/. Don’t let the day of the PSAT be the first time you use the computer-based format.


	Go to bed at a reasonable hour starting a week before the test. If you wait until the night before the test to get a good night’s sleep, you may not be rested enough on test day. After all, calming down and relaxing the night before a major assessment can be extremely difficult.


	Know the test directions—you do not want to waste time reading the directions on each section. At a minimum, know that you SHOULD INCLUDE AN ANSWER for every question since there is no guessing penalty.


	Become comfortable with timing. Do at least some practice with timing so you will not work too quickly or too slowly on test day. Be aware that the timing on the second modules may be more challenging, as you may have a more difficult set of questions.


	Know your strategic approach ahead of time—this way you can devote your full attention to solving problems instead of experimenting with strategies during the test.






What Is a National Merit Scholarship and How Do I Qualify?


The National Merit Scholarship is a prestigious award administered by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation that recognizes students based on their academic merit, using PSAT scores as the principal eligibility factor. The scores are used to compute the selection index. Your section scores from the Reading/Writing and Math sections are taken to give you a selection index between 48 and 228. (Even though the Reading and Writing section comprises half of the PSAT, it makes up two-thirds of your selection index calculation.) Depending on which state you live in, a selection index in the 200s may qualify you for some type of National Merit recognition.


National Merit Scholarships range from single-payment $2,500 scholarships to college-sponsored scholarships that provide a full ride for tuition and room/board, plus a stipend for all four years of school. Out of the roughly 1.6 million high school juniors who take the PSAT/NMSQT, about 50,000 receive some sort of National Merit recognition, such as being named a Commended Scholar or a Semi-Finalist. Only about 7,500 students nationwide receive a National Merit Scholarship. In order to be a National Merit Scholar, you must typically perform in the top 0.5 percent of students. To learn more about the National Merit program, go to www.nationalmerit.org.


In addition to the National Merit Scholarship program, PSAT scores are now used to determine eligibility for other academic recognition programs. If you are African American, Hispanic American or Latino, or Indigenous, and/or live in a rural area, you may be eligible to apply for academic recognition by the College Board. You can go to www.psat.org/recognition and the appendix of this book for the latest information on these programs.


What Are the Requirements to Participate in the National Merit Scholarship Program?




	Take the PSAT/NMSQT no later than the third year of high school—typically this is the junior year for students who take the full four years to graduate.


	Be a high school student in the United States or its territories, or be a U.S. citizen or resident attending high school abroad.


	Be on track for high school graduation and college admission the fall after high school graduation.





What If I Miss the PSAT/NMSQT Because of an Emergency?


You or a school official should write to the National Merit Scholarship Corporation as soon as possible (at the latest, April 1 after the PSAT) to request information about alternate entry into the scholarship program. The mailing address is:


National Merit Scholarship Corporation


1560 Sherman Avenue, Suite 200


Evanston, IL 60201-4897


Go to www.nationalmerit.org for more details.


What About PSAT Accommodations and Extended Time?


If you are a student who has special learning needs and you have an IEP or 504 plan with your school, you may be eligible for accommodations on the PSAT. Some of the different types of accommodations offered include 50 percent or 100 percent extended time and extra breaks. Some students may qualify to take the PSAT in a paper-based format instead of a digital format. Applying for accommodations on the PSAT is easiest and fastest if you do so through your school. Keep in mind that you should allow at least seven weeks for the College Board to review your request. You can find more information about PSAT testing with accommodations at https://accommodations.collegeboard.org/.



What If English Is Not My Native Language?


The College Board offers testing options to students who have English language support in school and are considered to be English learners by the state or federal government. Students with English learner support may be able to use 50 percent extra time, an approved bilingual dictionary, and translated test directions. Unlike special needs accommodations, extended time for English learners is available only on the test date for which you register. Speak to your school counselor, ESL teacher, or administrator for help on PSAT English learner testing support.


What Is the PSAT 10? How Will This Book Help Me Prepare for It?


The PSAT 10 is the same test as the PSAT/NMSQT. Thus, if you would like to prepare for the PSAT 10, this book is exactly what you need. Although the tests themselves are identical, there are three important differences between the PSAT 10 and the PSAT/NMSQT.




	The PSAT 10 is offered in the spring, while the PSAT/NMSQT is offered in the fall.


	The PSAT 10 is for tenth-grade students, while the PSAT/NMSQT is for eleventh-grade students (although many freshmen and sophomores take the PSAT/NMSQT).


	The PSAT 10 will not enter students in the National Merit Scholarship competition, while juniors who take the PSAT/NMSQT can enter this competition. Students who take either exam will be considered for other scholarship programs through the Student Search Service.





If your school does not offer the PSAT 10 and you would like to try the PSAT as a tenth grader, talk to your guidance counselor about taking the PSAT/NMSQT in the fall of your tenth-grade year.


How Can I Manage My Test Anxiety?


With only one shot to perform well on the PSAT for National Merit consideration, taking the PSAT can be a stressful process. Being nervous is completely normal. Here are a few things to keep in mind if you find anxiety interfering with your ability to perform your best.




	When it comes to college admissions, how you perform on the actual SAT and/or ACT will be much more important than your PSAT performance. You will have many opportunities to take the SAT and/or ACT.


	Colleges will receive your scores only if you opt-in to the informational services.


	Mentally rehearse ahead of time to think about how you can best respond to the pressure of the PSAT. Are you someone who tends to rush through tests? Are you someone who tends to get stuck on questions? Knowing your tendencies will help you recognize if your thought process is off track, enabling you to make adjustments to your test-taking strategies for test day.


	Consider trying the Digital SAT before trying the Digital PSAT. The two tests have the same format and timing, so taking the Digital SAT before the Digital PSAT can be an excellent dress rehearsal.





Realize that if the PSAT doesn’t go well even after quite a bit of preparation, you will have built skills that will help you on both the SAT and ACT since those two tests have questions very similar to much of what you will find on the PSAT.


How Can I Use This Book to Prepare?


This book allows you to focus on your areas of weakness. It also helps you customize your strategies and mindset depending on your situation. Not only can you spend your time practicing math, for example, but you can also spend your time practicing the types of math questions that are most challenging for you, be they algebra or data analysis. The practice exercises are designed to give you comprehensive coverage of all the types of questions and concepts you will face. If you work through everything in this book, it is unlikely that you will encounter surprises on test day.


If you are unsure what areas of the test are most difficult for you, start by taking the full-length PSAT diagnostic test. Evaluate your performance to see what types of passages and questions give you the most difficulty. Then review the strategies and materials from the different chapters to sharpen your skills. When you are done with the chapters, do more practice with the adaptive test at the end of the book. To really push yourself, try the advanced practice drills and online resources for additional questions.


If you wish to do even more long-term preparation, you should read a wide variety of well-written texts. At a minimum, install an e-reading app on your phone and use it to spend a few minutes each day reading, no matter where you are. If you want to go all out, seek the types of reading that you find most difficult. Read more material from those genres so that your weaknesses turn into strengths. Reading books will help improve your reading comprehension skills, your ability to pick up the meaning of vocabulary in context, and your feel for English grammar.




TIP


Remember that the strategy that works for one student may not work for another student. This book is designed to help you customize your strategy and practice.





What If I Have a Limited Amount of Time to Prepare?


Here are some suggested plans depending on how long you have to prepare.




	If you have one day, read through the strategies in the chapters for each test section: Reading, Writing, and Math. Look through the full-length diagnostic test to become familiar with the directions, time requirements, and structure of the PSAT. Try a few practice questions.


	If you have one week, take the full-length diagnostic test under timed conditions to determine your strengths and weaknesses. Then review the strategies in the chapters for each of the test sections. Target your areas of weakness based on the diagnostic test by working through selected review drills. The drills are broken down by categories, so it will be easy to pick out where you should focus.


	If you have one month, systematically work through everything in this book. The strategies, content review, drills, and practice tests will give you the best possible preparation to achieve a top score on the PSAT/NMSQT. Also, be sure to try the full-length PSAT practice in the College Board Bluebook application.





If you are a sophomore or freshman, you may want to take the PSAT when it is offered at your school even though it will not count toward National Merit consideration. The pressure of this actual test will prepare you for when it is most important for you to do well on the PSAT—in October of your junior year. The better prepared you are, the less nervous you will feel on test day.


Let’s get to work!


Be sure to check out the over 200 Online PSAT Practice Questions that accompany this book to target your weak areas in the Digital PSAT format.









 


Diagnostic Test










 



Diagnostic Test


A full-length PSAT diagnostic test is on the pages that follow. Allow a little over two hours of uninterrupted time to complete the entire test. Find a spot to take the test where you will not be distracted. You can take a ten-minute break after the two Reading and Writing modules and before the Math modules.


Note: On the following pages, there is an answer sheet you can use to write down your letter choices and math answers. Feel free to use the sheet to record your answers or simply circle and write down your answers in the test as you go.


Completing this diagnostic test will help you determine your PSAT strengths and weaknesses. Think about the following after you take the test.




	How are you with timing?


	Do you find certain types of reading questions to be challenging?


	Do particular reading texts and genres give you more difficulty than others?


	Do you need to review English grammar concepts?


	Do some types of writing questions give you more trouble than others?


	Do you need to review or learn some math concepts?


	What kinds of math questions are toughest for you?





After completing the test, review your answers with the “Diagnostic Test Analysis Guide” to determine what types of questions and concepts you most need to study.


Good luck!a










Diagnostic Test


Section 1: Reading and Writing Module 1


32 MINUTES, 27 QUESTIONS




DIRECTIONS∨


You will be tested on a variety of important reading and writing skills. Each question has one or more passages, possibly including a graph or table. Carefully read each passage and question and choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).


Every question in this section is multiple-choice with four possible answers. Each question has only one best answer.





[image: ]
















	

This cycle was broken by the unification of five Iroquois tribes in The Confederacy of Peace and Power. The confederacy was born from a Huron woman who had a dream that her son would be a prophet. She named him Deganawidah, or “the prophet.” He preached to his people, but his words fell on deaf ears. Consequently, he left the Huron and traveled through the Iroquois spreading his message of peace. Within the Iroquois he collected many followers, including Hiawatha.




	

1       


As used in the text, what does the word “collected” most nearly mean?




	
[image: ]Placated


	
[image: ]Composed


	
[image: ]Catalogued


	
[image: ]Gathered





























	

To begin to understand the possibilities of time, we first need a brief introduction of spacetime. We’re all familiar with our three-dimensional world, but we need to consider a fourth dimension as well—time. Time passes. Therefore, you can sit still in a chair not traveling in three dimensions, but traveling in spacetime. We think of time as passing forward.




	

2       


As used in the text, what does the word “passing” most nearly mean?




	
[image: ]Living


	
[image: ]Moving


	
[image: ]Throwing


	
[image: ]Succeeding





























	

In science class, the two friends frantically mixed their chemical solutions together. They had failed to meet over the weekend and their assignment was nowhere close to being finished. When they received a failing grade, the teacher remarked that the __________ to their problem would come from adequate preparation.




	

3       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




	
[image: ]resolution


	
[image: ]mixture


	
[image: ]choice


	
[image: ]origin





























	

Employing slightly subtler brushstrokes than most of his counterparts, the artist focused his labors on capturing the tranquil, shore-side recreations of bourgeois vacationers. Around this time, it was becoming fashionable among the middle-class to possess commemorative depictions of the places one had traveled, and he managed to fill this niche masterfully.




	

4       


As used in the text, what does the word “fashionable” most nearly mean?




	
[image: ]Tailored


	
[image: ]Popular


	
[image: ]Leisurely


	
[image: ]Economical





























	

The stove and the oven remain to this day our most used cooking technologies, and innovations in the field of heating elements have frequently ameliorated the mechanism without much change to the principal design. The commercialization of natural gas in late 17th century England eventually gave cooks the ability to precisely __________ their cooking flame, as well as the convenience of instantaneous ignition. To this day, gas ranges are preferred by many professional chefs.




	

5       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




	
[image: ]annihilate


	
[image: ]satisfy


	
[image: ]craft


	
[image: ]manipulate





























	

Parthenogenesis is not limited to lizards and sharks, but is common in insects, crayfish, flatworms, snails, snakes, and even some birds. The exception is mammals. Although parthenogenesis can be artificially induced in a science laboratory, it is never known to have occurred in mammals naturally.




	

6       


Which choice best states the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




	
[image: ]To transition to a clarification


	
[image: ]To define an unfamiliar term


	
[image: ]To give ethical reasoning


	
[image: ]To analyze an economic impact





























	

Text 1


We teach in schools that a presidential candidate must receive an absolute majority of the electoral college votes to win the presidential election, but we don’t teach the mechanics of how a candidate actually receives these votes. A party’s electors are chosen in a variety of ways, but they’re typically reputable members of the party. When citizens cast a vote during the presidential election, they are actually voting for a particular party’s electors to cast their votes for the presidential candidate to whom they have pledged.


Text 2


More than 200 years of complacency have left us with something resembling less a federal government than a yard sale of antiquated institutions, with none more dusty than the electoral college. Consider that it’s theoretically possible to receive just eleven votes, have your opponent receive 200 million, and still win the election under the electoral college.




	

7       


The relationship between the passages can best be described as which of the following statements?




	
[image: ]Text 1 and Text 2 both cite political authority figures to make their cases.


	
[image: ]Text 1 focuses more on voting technicalities while Text 2 focuses on historical context.


	
[image: ]Text 1 presents more of a pious view of the founding of the United States than does Text 2.


	
[image: ]Text 1 focuses more on political dishonesty while Text 2 focuses on economic repercussions.





























	

Social media in the workplace has gotten a bad rap; in many ways, it deserves it. But the role it can play—when embraced appropriately—in networking, collaboration, and retention proves that it isn’t as simple as that. Like any new and rapidly changing technology, it will take time and adaptability for its advantages and pitfalls to be clear. The smart company will find it necessary to consider the implications social media presents for its future—is it really something that can just be ignored or banned altogether?




	

8       


Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of the text?




	
[image: ]Social media has already proven to be one of the most valuable workplace tools.


	
[image: ]Social media should not be disregarded as a potentially valuable tool in the workplace.


	
[image: ]The risks of social media are far too great to allow it in the workplace.


	
[image: ]Employees should be able to decide for themselves how to best use social media while working.





























	

Though humans have likely marveled at the spectacle of Halley’s Comet for thousands of years (the Talmudic astronomers of the first century describe a star that appears once every seventy years to wreak havoc on nautical navigation), it was little more than 300 years ago that Edmond Halley—a friend of Sir Isaac Newton’s—used Newton’s newly conceived laws of gravity to explain the motion and predict the periodicity of comets. Using these equations in tandem with historical records, Halley surmised that the comets observed in 1531 by German humanist Petrus Apianus, in 1607 by Johannes Kepler, and by himself and Newton in 1683 were one and the same. Moreover, he predicted its return for 1758.




	

9       


The scientist Halley’s relationship to the ideas of Newton most resembles the relationship between




	
[image: ]a musician who uses music theory to enable creative compositions.


	
[image: ]a politician who uses philosophical maxims to predict societal outcomes.


	
[image: ]a mathematician who uses scientific data to justify algebraic theories.


	
[image: ]an engineer who uses the laws of physics to build long-lasting constructions.





























	

[image: ]


Source: 2012 U.S. Census Bureau: http://www.census.gov/prod/2014pubs/p20−573.pdf.


Many laypeople believe that the voter turnout rates between older and younger Americans are quite divergent. Often, however, the voter turnout rates between younger and older Americans are relatively close, as in the year _______________




	

10       


Which choice most effectively uses data from the table to complete the example?




	
[image: ]1992.


	
[image: ]2000.


	
[image: ]2004.


	
[image: ]2008.





























	

In the early 1990s, a scientist found an extremely large virus that infected an amoeba. The scientist noted that the size and composition of the virus’s capsid outer coating was very similar to the protein structure of the nuclear membrane of a eukaryote, which is an organism with a clear nucleus. The scientist hypothesized that the modern cell nucleus may itself have originated from a similar viral infection.




	

11       


Which finding, if true, would most support the scientist’s hypothesis?




	
[image: ]Confirmation that the same virus has successfully reproduced in a new environment


	
[image: ]Experimental confirmation that the inner components of a virus are similar to those of a cell nucleus


	
[image: ]Observation of the destruction of a large virus by specially designed antiviral medication


	
[image: ]A scientific literature review that found other scientists investigating amoeba biology in recent decades





























	

“Holy Sonnet 10” is an early 1600s poem by John Donne. In the poem, the speaker suggests that death is more of a random process than one of clear destiny: _______________




	

12       


Which quotation from “Holy Sonnet 10” most effectively illustrates the claim?




	
[image: ]“Death, be not proud, though some have called thee / Mighty and dreadful, for thou are not so;”


	
[image: ]“For those whom thou think’st [Death] dost overthrow / Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me.”


	
[image: ]“And soonest our best men with [Death] do go, / Rest of their bones, and soul’s delivery.”


	
[image: ]“[Death] art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men, / And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell,”





























	

The text is adapted from the 1949 Geneva Conventions, which protects the human rights of those captured in war.


Until recent times war was ordinarily preceded by a regular diplomatic ceremonial. Before there was any resort to arms, there was a declaration of war by one of the opposing parties, followed by the inauguration of a state of war by both belligerents with all the legal consequences which that entailed, both in relation to nationals and in relation to enemy nationals and enemy property. Consequently, in those days, in theory, where war had not been declared, or the state of war had not been recognized by one of the parties for one reason or another, the applicability of the Convention might be contested. The danger arising in such cases is _______________




	

13       


Which choice most logically completes the text?




	
[image: ]unexpected.


	
[image: ]inconclusive.


	
[image: ]historical.


	
[image: ]obvious.





























	

While we might think of the “cat video” as an invention of the twenty-first century, felines on film have been entertaining humans since the earliest days of cinema over a hundred years ago. Theories abound as to why we love to watch videos of cats, why we find these creatures so entertaining. Perhaps it is because the movements of a cat tend to be far less predictable than those of many other pets, such as dogs. After all, the cat is known for its fickle nature as a species, a fickleness that creates suspense in the viewer who wonders, “what will that cat do next?” Despite being the most common pet in the United States, __________




	

14       


Which choice most logically completes the text?




	
[image: ]it is easy to know what a cat will want.


	
[image: ]cat behavior is anything but familiar to us.


	
[image: ]dogs have become increasingly popular among rural dwellers.


	
[image: ]other countries do not share the same love of felines.





























	

In retrospect, I should __________ my bat a reprieve from the endless punishment; we should allow ourselves to rest, likewise.




	

15       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]of given


	
[image: ]of give


	
[image: ]have given


	
[image: ]have give





























	

There are a variety of vital skills necessary for one to be a successful candidate for a job. At the top of the list are strong critical thinking skills and complex problem-solving, followed closely by problem sensitivity and deductive reasoning. __________ can be expected to have strengths in analyzing, evaluating, and interpreting highly complex data.




	

16       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]You


	
[image: ]I


	
[image: ]One


	
[image: ]She





























	

Today we can produce even very large sheets of glass of nearly uniform thickness using the float glass process invented by Sir Alastair Pilkington in the mid-1950s. As the name implies, this technique ________________




	

17       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]involve floated molten glass on a bath of molten tin.


	
[image: ]involve floating molted glass with a bath of molted tin.


	
[image: ]involves floated molted glass on a bath of molted tin.


	
[image: ]involves floating molten glass on a bath of molten tin.





























	

Boiled down to its essence, the problem _______________ to learn other languages I must speak other languages, but I rarely have the opportunity to do so.




	

18       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]is this:


	
[image: ]is, this


	
[image: ]is this


	
[image: ]is this,





























	

Once the body recognizes the attack, the inflammation process starts by increasing blood flow to the area and __________ white blood cells to help fight.




	

19       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]to sending


	
[image: ]to send


	
[image: ]sending


	
[image: ]send





























	

I don’t think anyone would call me a world traveler. I have only been overseas twice. Everywhere I have traveled there __________ a trend—the ever-present difficulty of learning the new language.




	

20       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]has been


	
[image: ]have been


	
[image: ]will have been


	
[image: ]be





























	

When two people from different cities or countries meet, they have a topic that they can easily and freely __________ whose team is the best, they do agree that they love soccer.




	

21       


Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?




	
[image: ]discuss, even if they don’t agree on


	
[image: ]discuss; even if they don’t agree on


	
[image: ]discuss even if they don’t agree on


	
[image: ]discuss: even if they, don’t agree on





























	

Given how reading can benefit an individual, it is not surprising, then, that readers have positive effects on society. Those who read literature are more than twice as likely to volunteer or do charity work and more than three times as likely to go to museums, attend plays or concerts, and create art as those who do not. Good readers are even more likely to play sports, attend sporting events, or do outdoor activities. ___________ criminals tend to have significantly worse reading skills than others.




	

22       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?




	
[image: ]On the other hand,


	
[image: ]Therefore,


	
[image: ]Moreover,


	
[image: ]Thus,





























	

Luminescence is fundamentally distinct from the way we create light in incandescent light bulbs. Incandescence uses the super-heating of a filament to generate light by thermal radiation, and a lot of energy is wasted in the process. ____________ less than 20% of luminescent light is created by thermal radiation, which has earned it the nickname “cold light.”




	

23       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?




	
[image: ]Additionally,


	
[image: ]Moreover,


	
[image: ]Consequently,


	
[image: ]In contrast,





























	

When sweating or swimming, sunscreen products can be easily washed away. __________ a new application will not set the timer to zero: only time out of the sun will do that. What this means is that frequent applications (at least every two hours) and breaks from the sun are important.




	

24       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?




	
[image: ]Subsequently,


	
[image: ]Meanwhile,


	
[image: ]To that end,


	
[image: ]In addition,





























	

Following their return to Spain in the late 1940s, Dali began drawing inspiration from his faith for his work. It was during this period of Dali’s life that he produced La Gare de Perpignan, which contains several religious symbols and references. __________ there is the shadow of Christ on the cross bearing his thorny crown near the center of the painting.




	

25       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?




	
[image: ]In contrast,


	
[image: ]Surprisingly,


	
[image: ]For instance,


	
[image: ]As an example of what can be seen,





























	

A student takes the following notes for her geography class:




	Two dimensional maps are imperfect in projecting three-dimensional surfaces, especially planetary surfaces like that of Earth.


	The Mercator projection is good for navigation because it makes it easy to distinguish between north and south.


	The Mercator projection is problematic in that it does not accurately show the surface area of countries.


	The Mercator projection makes the far northern and far southern countries appear to be much larger than they actually are.


	The Robinson projection shows all the surface of Earth connected together in one drawing.


	The Robinson projection distorts the size of the land masses close to the North and South Poles.







	

26       


The student wants to emphasize a similarity between the Mercator and the Robinson projections. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the notes to accomplish this goal?




	
[image: ]Both the Mercator and Robinson projections are equally useful for ship navigation.


	
[image: ]Both the Mercator and Robinson projections inaccurately represent the surface areas of Earth.


	
[image: ]Both the Mercator and Robinson projections are accurate in representing the surface area of Earth toward upper latitudes near the poles.


	
[image: ]Neither the Mercator nor the Robinson projection can be drawn on a two-dimensional surface.





























	

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:




	Before the Incas and Aztecs, Teotihuacan flourished in what is today known as Mexico.


	Teotihuacan was a large city built in the Valley of Mexico and was at peak importance between 500 and 550 C.E.


	Teotihuacan is responsible for some of the most intact ruins and some of the most impressive pyramids in North America, including the Pyramid of the Sun and the Pyramid of the Moon.


	The city was the most important cultural center of Mesoamerica in its time and produced much of the art, music, and other culturally important concepts of the time.


	Teotihuacan eventually crumbled for reasons unknown; many archeologists suspect an uprising of the peasant class contributed to the demise of the once-great city.







	

27       


The student wants to emphasize elements of Teotihuacan that are most likely still physically visible by people today. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the notes to accomplish this goal?




	
[image: ]Much of the culture in modern-day Latin American traces its influence to the concepts of the Inca.


	
[image: ]The large city of Teotihuacan was constructed over 1,500 years ago in the Valley of Mexico.


	
[image: ]Students today can still view the well-preserved Pyramid of the Sun and Pyramid of the Moon.


	
[image: ]Just as the civilization in Teotihuacan eventually deteriorated, our modern-day society is under the threat of class conflict.























Section 1: Reading and Writing Module 2


32 MINUTES, 27 QUESTIONS




DIRECTIONS∨


You will be tested on a variety of important reading and writing skills. Each question has one or more passages, possibly including a graph or table. Carefully read each passage and question and choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).


Every question in this section is multiple-choice with four possible answers. Each question has only one best answer.





[image: ]
















	

Juan was surprised by what he heard but _______________ the information as lies. He knew many of his peers were jealous of his success, but he doubted they would stoop so low.




	

1       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word?




	
[image: ]reduced


	
[image: ]forgot


	
[image: ]conceded


	
[image: ]dismissed





























	

When the speaker was done, the crowd rose and clapped vigorously. Yet, at the question and answer session, attentive spectators _______________ several points—particularly that the speech’s moral lesson came off as condescending and was generally unfounded.




	

2       


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




	
[image: ]increased


	
[image: ]elevated


	
[image: ]put forward


	
[image: ]nourished





























	

At the turn of the nineteenth century, a prominent physicist stated that physics as a field of study was finished due to the belief that everything about the physical world had already been discovered. Newtonian Mechanics had held sway for over two hundred years and our understanding of the atom had not advanced much beyond the concepts of the ancient Greeks. The view of a static universe was the accepted construct and humanity’s ignorance was a kind of simple bliss and arrogance.




	

3       


As used in the text, what does the word “construct” most nearly mean?




	
[image: ]Building


	
[image: ]Observation


	
[image: ]Theory


	
[image: ]Astronomy





























	

The following text is from Anatole France’s 1912 French novel The Gods Will Have Blood.


The Citizeness Gamelin put the soup on the table, said the Benedicite, seated her son and her guest, and began to eat standing up, declining the chair which Brotteaux offered her next to him, since, she said, she knew what courtesy required of her.




	

4       


As used in the text, what does the word “declining” most nearly mean?




	
[image: ]Repulsing


	
[image: ]Decreasing


	
[image: ]Turning down


	
[image: ]Plummeting





























	

Disinterested in a bleak future of more debt and less freedom, and wary of aligning themselves within partisanship, today’s youth are doubtful of a government that promises few of the assurances it once pledged. Naturally, this trend is disquieting for a nation that depends on its voters and an interest in representation, both of which are in a state of deterioration. Yet, some may applaud the veer from partisanship—a phenomenon that has left more undone than accomplished. Still, if democracy is to survive, something must be done to align the cynical millennials with a system that desperately needs their interference.




	

5       


What is the purpose of the underlined sentence in the text?




	
[image: ]To state the thesis of the text


	
[image: ]To give details about the pitfalls of partisanship


	
[image: ]To acknowledge a contrasting viewpoint


	
[image: ]To cite an expert point of view





























	

The intrinsic difficulty of predicting a comet’s greatness makes the consistency of Halley’s visibility even more remarkable. Most great comets will pass near Earth only once every several thousand years, whereas Halley’s does so on a cycle of about seventy-five years—making it the only great comet with the potential to appear twice in a human lifetime. With an eccentricity of 0.967, the orbit of Halley’s Comet is extremely elliptical; at one end of its major axis Halley’s is roughly the same distance from the sun as Pluto, whereas at the other it passes between the orbits of Mercury and Venus. The highly elliptic character of Halley’s orbit means that, apart from having one of the highest velocities of any body in our solar system, it passes near Earth both during its approach and its return from the sun.




	

6       


Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?




	
[image: ]Discuss the physical definition of elliptical eccentricity


	
[image: ]Provide scientific justification for the rarity of Halley’s predictable visibility


	
[image: ]Give historical evidence of human observation of Halley’s velocity


	
[image: ]Differentiate Halley’s from other celestial bodies, such as planets and meteors





























	

Text 1


One promising alternative fuel source is ethanol. This alternative fuel is made by fermenting crops such as wheat, corn, and sugarcane. One glucose molecule is broken down to form two ethanol molecules and two carbon dioxide molecules. Because it is made from organic matter, it is renewable—a big pro compared to oil. Another benefit is that it’s domestically made, so we don’t have to rely on other countries for it.


Text 2


Despite decades of apocalyptic forecasting of peak oil, petroleum output is as healthy as ever. In fact, petroleum companies are leaving the industry not because oil reserves are dwindling, but rather because oil production is so massive that demand is falling considerably.




	

7       


The author of Text 1 would most likely state that the author of Text 2 needs to make what important clarification to the underlined statement in the text?




	
[image: ]To what extent this applies to just domestic petroleum production


	
[image: ]Whether the petroleum produced is organic and renewable


	
[image: ]If the petroleum production will generate greenhouse gases


	
[image: ]If the petroleum mentioned here will be more or less expensive than ethanol





























	

Text 1


There is and must remain a standard by which good writing is measured and acknowledged. Take a moment to consider the alternative, and you’ll surely come to agree with me. Without a standard, anything and everything could be considered literature. More so, it would change from person to person and place to place based solely on the rudimentary preference of varied individuals.


Text 2


Many will adore language that others detest, and some will gasp appreciatively at a metaphor that makes the masses vomit. And so I say, to each their own. What is thoughtful, good, and stirring is without impartiality, contingent not only on the reader but also on the reader’s mood, location, and even on what the reader has recently read. Therefore, write what you will and read what you wish, and if you like it, then declare with authority that it is indeed exceptional.




	

8       


Which option best expresses the overall relationship between the texts?




	
[image: ]Text 1 argues for the existence of literary objectivity, whereas Text 2 argues for the opposite.


	
[image: ]Text 1 asserts the primacy of reading literature, whereas Text 2 asserts that writing is the only gateway to understanding.


	
[image: ]Text 1 contends that good literature makes readers uncomfortable, whereas Text 2 contends that good literature is what is most popular.


	
[image: ]Text 1 focuses on the great books, whereas Text 2 focuses on excellence in poetic expression.





























	

The following text is from Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1852 novel The Blithedale Romance.


I recognized no severe culture in Zenobia; her mind was full of weeds. It startled me, sometimes, in my state of moral as well as bodily faint-heartedness, to observe the hardihood of her philosophy. She made no scruple of oversetting all human institutions and scattering them as with a breeze from her fan. A female reformer, in her attacks upon society, has an instinctive sense of where the life lies, and is inclined to aim directly at that spot. Especially the relation between the sexes is naturally among the earliest to attract her notice. Zenobia was truly a magnificent woman.




	

9       


Based on the text, what aspect of society is Zenobia most eager to reform?




	
[image: ]Xenophobic universities


	
[image: ]Widespread economic corruption


	
[image: ]Antiquated gender roles


	
[image: ]Environmental negligence
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