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Dedicated with love to my dad and mom,
my sons, Jamie and Jordan,
my brother Grant,
and to everyone who ever doubted me.


Foreword

There is no cut-and-dried way to create art. In this book, I have laid out step-by-step instructions to create these projects, which will hopefully give you a good starting point for making horseshoe crafts.

Each of these projects may be adapted to your personal tastes. For instance, instead of using the pattern I gave you for the wall-hanging coat rack, you can use the skills you have learned from that project in conjunction with the steps from other projects to craft a custom family coat rack. By adding hooks and using horseshoes to spell out a last name, you can make a brand-new project!

Whether you are learning welding as a new skill or you are already a seasoned welder, remember to take your time, have fun, and enjoy the process of creation.

With gratitude,

BarbieTheWelder


Welding Safety

Before you start blazing away, it is necessary to go over welding safety.

Welding, cutting, and grinding can all be performed safely when proper procedures are followed. Remember:

•   Arc rays can burn!

•   PROTECT your eyes and face with a welding helmet at all times while welding.

•   PROTECT your body from welding spatter and arc flash with protective clothing, including long-sleeved shirts, pants, gloves, and work boots.

•   PROTECT your eyes with safety glasses and/or a clear plastic face shield, and your ears with noise-reducing headphones or earplugs, at all times while cutting and grinding.

•   Welding fumes can be toxic. Be sure to have proper ventilation if you are welding in a confined area to protect yourself from breathing harmful fumes.

•   Welding sparks can cause fires. The work area should be free of all flammable materials. Always have a fire extinguisher nearby as a precaution.

•   If you are using shielding gas, always keep the gas cylinder in an upright position and securely chained to a wall or welding cart. Always keep heat, sparks, and flames away from gas cylinders.

•   Electric shocks can kill! The electrode and work (or ground) circuits are electrically “hot” when the welder is on. Do not touch these “hot” parts with bare skin or wet clothing.


Welding Basics

Welding is a delicate art, but once mastered, metal is a blank canvas limited only by the imagination! Every welder has a process she or he prefers, whether it be MIG, TIG, Stick, or Flux-core. They all work for welding art, so the choice is up to you.

If this is your first time welding, there are thousands of videos online that can help you get familiar with your machine, or you can refer to its owner’s manual to get started.

In addition to a welder, the tools that you will need for the welding projects are:


•   Ball peen hammer



•   Chisel



•   Grinder with a cut-off wheel and sanding disks or hard stone



•   Vise



•   Clamp



•   Tape measure



•   Square



•   Level



•   Marker



•   Wire brush



•   Spray paint or clear coat



•   A non-flammable surface to weld on (preferably a steel welding table or bench)





In addition to horseshoes, the materials you will use for these projects include horseshoe nails, ¼” – ½” round bar or rebar, and an angle iron with one side being at least 1” wide.

When I refer to the horseshoes I will refer to the front and the back. The front of the horseshoe is the side with writing. I will also refer to the top and bottom of the horseshoes. The top is the open end, like the top of the letter U.

When I refer to a shop prop, I am referring to anything of a non-flammable nature that holds the weldment at the correct angle or position so that you can weld it. I have used everything from my tape measure to pieces of scrap to my hammer! Just remember that spatter may stick to these items, so choose wisely!

As each project is laid out, it is necessary to “tack” (a series of small welds) the project together. Tacking the project allows you to make sure the work is aligned exactly how you would like it before welding. When tacking and welding projects, weld on the backside of the horseshoes, if possible, in order to hide the welds and give the projects a clean finished look. After the project is welded, always clean up all spatter. Cleaning the spatter is important for two reasons—the project looks cleaner and is safer for anyone handling it.

The difficulty rating for each project is listed on a scale of one to five horseshoes—one being the easiest, and five being the most difficult.


Finalizing your project:

Since all of these projects require the same steps for cooling, cleaning spatter, and finishing, please refer back to this section when finalizing your project.

Once you have laid out, tacked, and welded each project’s pieces in their final position, inspect each area of your piece. Using your wire brush, clean each welded area. If there is any weld spatter, use the chisel and hammer to remove it.

Once your project has cooled off and is free of spatter, you can finish it with a clear coat to keep the natural metal color and to prevent rust. If you want to add some vibrancy to your work of art, use a colored paint made for metal.

Note: If you choose to modify your piece based on some of the modification suggestions, do not finish it with paint or clear coat until it is complete.
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Horseshoe Flower

Difficulty: [image: images] [image: images]

Decorate a backyard garden or potted flower with this adorable horseshoe flower. Paint several of them bright colors and place them along the driveway as a way of welcoming guests, or give them as gifts to friends and family! Local gardening supply stores, small roadside produce stands, or farmers’ markets are wonderful places to sell these should you decide to craft for profit. Small local stores, or western tack-and-supply stores, also might be willing to sell them for you on commission. Whether you keep them for yourself, give them as gifts, or sell them, horseshoe flowers are sure to get rave reviews from everyone who sees them.


What you will need for this project:

•   Six horseshoes



•   3/8” or thicker rebar or round bar 18”-24” long



•   Grinder with a cut-off wheel



•   Clamp or vise



•   Marker



•   Wire brush



•   Ball peen hammer



•   Chisel





Instructions:

Lay five horseshoes on the bench in a circle, front side down, with the open ends touching each other. Tack each horseshoe to the horseshoe it touches to form the flower.

Place the flower weldment on the bench and butt the rebar/round bar up to it in a position that looks appealing to you. Tack weld it in place. Take the last horseshoe and mark the center with a marker. Clamp the horseshoe securely and cut it in half using the mark you made as a guide. Then, take the two horseshoe halves and place them together with both ends touching to form a leaf. Tack weld the two halves together and then weld them to the flower stem. Weld the entire flower together at each place it was tacked.

The flower can be adapted in several ways. You can use more horseshoes to create a larger flower—just keep in mind the weight of the flower in relation to the thickness of the stem and its ability to hold up the flower. You can also make a horseshoe heart and use it as a flower. (See Horseshoe Heart project.)

[image: images]

[image: images]

Note: The majority of these projects have the same instructions regarding cooling, cleaning spatter, and adding finishing clear coat/paint. Please see the instructions on page 11 from the Welding Basics section for directions on how to finalize your projects.
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Four-Leaf Clover

Difficulty: [image: images] [image: images]

Not just for St. Paddy’s Day, these lucky four-leaf clovers make a perfect year-round gift for your Irish friends or someone who just needs a little bit o’ luck. Alone or integrated into another project, these four-leaf clovers would look just as great hanging over a horse stall as they would in a country home.

Flower shops, farmers’ markets, and country stores selling home decor are great places to sell your crafts. Leave the natural metal color or paint them green and they are sure to be a big hit!


What you will need for this project:

•   Five horseshoes



•   Grinder with a cut-off wheel



•   Clamp or vise



•   Marker



•   Wire brush



•   Ball peen hammer



•   Chisel
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Instructions:

Take a horseshoe and make a mark down the center. Clamp the horseshoe in the vise or to the workbench. Cut the horseshoe in half using the mark as a guide. For this project, you will only need one half horseshoe for the stem of the four-leaf clover. (Save the second half to use in another project.)

Lay the four remaining horseshoes, front side up, on the workbench with the open ends touching each other. Then place the half horseshoe—the stem—where two horseshoes come together.

Once you are completely happy with the layout, tack it together where each horseshoe touches. Check to see that the four-leaf clover is flat to the workbench and weld it together everywhere it was tacked.

This four-leaf clover can be adapted using the concepts from several other projects in this book. Make a four-leaf clover jewelry rack by standing it up, welding it to a horseshoe base, and welding horseshoe nails to it. (See Standing Heart Jewelry Rack project.) Weld a four-leaf clover on top of the mug rack instead of a single horseshoe. (See Mug Rack project.) Stand the four-leaf clover up on a horseshoe base and weld horseshoe nails to the back to make a four-leaf clover picture frame. (See Picture Frame project.)
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