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Why Readers LOVE Carly Mills



“What an absolute delight! Carly Mills is a heroic character who will inspire young readers, especially girls like Carly, to be curious and ready for action at a moment’s notice.”


– Kathi-Ann Hill, Teacher



“WOW! A glorious EXPLOSION of excitement, action and Aussie history, as country girl, CARLY, launches into an extraordinary adventure, in ye olde Sydney-town, hurled back in time, where she learns the super-values of kindness, friendship and wonder!”


– Jennifer Ann Davies National Council of Women (QLD) and International Council of Women



“An exhilarating caper wrapped in fact and fiction – inspiring, refreshing, and highly recommended. Can’t wait for the next one!”


– Just Kids Lit



“A rollicking good story that will capture the imaginations of readers. I love that these books celebrate the achievements of women throughout history.”


– The Book Muse, Ashleigh Meikle



“Carly Mills Pioneer Girl, begins in the exact moment it should, aiming right to the hearts and minds of our young pioneer girls of today.”


– Genevieve Allpass, CEO & Founder of PEACEful Humans Inc.



“This does more than acknowledge our female trailblazers. It teaches our daughters about them in a delightful and entertaining away. Gold!


– Madonna King, author and journalist



“Author Jane Smith has given us all – parents, teachers, writers, historians, librarians and students – the greatest discovery by sharing her action-packed and engaging series and fascinating characters, real and fictional, in Carly Mills.”


– Books On Tour



“Through this completely captivating tale (honestly, this first book is worthy of multiple reads), is the aim to instil courage, strength, integrity, and the values of kindness and friendship. The take-away feeling of empowerment is strong; that one person with stoic beliefs and a can-do attitude gives us the inspiration to stand up and advocate for a better world.”


– Romi Sharp



“Seen through the eyes of Carly Mills and her new friend Dora, Caroline Chisholm becomes a flesh and blood heroine, tackling rats and rogues with equal aplomb.”


– Diana Carrigan, Teacher











Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples were Australia’s first navigators, engineers, farmers, diplomats, astronomers, artists and storytellers. I wish to honour the wisdom of Australia's First Peoples – and particularly pay my respects to those on whose land I live: the Jarowair and Giabal People.
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	“I never can imagine that Almighty God sent females into the world to be cooks and housemaids all their days.”





	Caroline Chisholm





	Humanitarian, 1808 – 1877
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‘Are you nervous?’ Dora asked.


‘No,’ Carly replied. ‘Should I be?’


Dora tipped her head to the side and thought for a moment. ‘I suppose not,’ she said at last. ‘It’s not as if you’ll never see your home again.’


A lump swelled in Carly’s throat. She was a bit nervous, now that she thought about it. In a couple of months, she would be leaving her family’s farm at Apis Creek to go to boarding school in Brisbane. She would move far away from everything she knew – her parents, her little sister, the horses, the cattle, and the dogs – to live in the city. She had no idea what it was going to be like. She wasn’t used to cities. And she most certainly wasn’t used to being apart from her family. ‘I will miss it,’ Carly said in a small voice.


‘Of course you will,’ Dora replied with a kind, gap-toothed smile. ‘You’re a country girl. But the city’s not so bad, is it?’


Carly stopped and looked around at the harbour. She was visiting family friends in Sydney for the school holidays, as a special treat before starting high school. It was a sparkling, hot summer’s day. The Harbour Bridge formed a perfect silver arc through a blue sky, and the sun shone upon the water. Hundreds of boats – big and small – bobbed and glided about the harbour, and people bustled here and there upon the wharf.


Carly grinned. ‘No,’ she said. ‘It’s not bad at all.’ A wave of excitement suddenly washed over her. ‘OK,’ she said eagerly. ‘What next?’


‘Hmmm,’ said Dora, pushing her glasses up on her nose and peering at a guidebook. ‘What about the Botanic Gardens?’


‘… sure,’ said Carly. She wasn’t really interested in gardens, but she was just getting to know Dora and didn’t want to disappoint her. Dora and Carly’s mothers had been best friends when they were at boarding school. The girls had met once or twice before, but never spent time together without their parents. This trip to Sydney was a real adventure for Carly. It was her first time on a plane, and her first time in Sydney. Her parents had driven her to Brisbane and she had flown to Sydney by herself. She felt very grown-up. And now, here she was, in the big city without any adults!
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