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Who rained on the parade?
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River Heights Elementary School is putting on an Earth Day parade, and Nancy’s class has a special honor: They get to build the float! Nancy, Bess, George, and all the kids in Mrs. Ramirez’s class have worked hard to make the “greenest” float they can, collecting recycled materials to use for decoration.


But someone’s spoiled all the fun and sabotaged the float days before the parade. Who could’ve done something like this—and why? Sounds like another case for the Clue Crew!







TEST YOUR DETECTIVE SKILLS WITH THESE OTHER CLUE CREW CASES!







[image: Image]


[image: Image] ALADDIN PAPERBACKS


Simon & Schuster, New York


A Ready-for-Chapters Book


Cover designed by Lisa Vega


Cover illustration copyright © 2009
 by Macky Pamintuan


Ages 6–9


kids.simonandschuster.com


0109







[image: Image]




This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real locales are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.


[image: Images] ALADDIN PAPERBACKS


An imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division


1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020
www.SimonandSchuster.com


Text copyright © 2009 by Simon & Schuster, Inc.


Illustrations copyright © 2009 by Macky Pamintuan


All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any form.


NANCY DREW, NANCY DREW AND THE CLUE CREW, ALADDIN PAPERBACKS, and related logo are registered trademarks of Simon & Schuster, Inc.


Designed by Lisa Vega


The text of this book was set in ITC Stone Informal.


First Aladdin Paperbacks edition January 2009


Library of Congress Control Number 2008928032


ISBN-13: 978-1-4169-7218-1 (print)


ISBN-10: 1-4169-7218-8


ISBN-13: 978-1-4391-5351-2 (eBook)





[image: Images]



“Detectives like me do lots of things to help the earth,” eight-year-old Nancy Drew read out loud. “My detective club, the Clue Crew, recycles our clue bags. Except the ones with icky stuff inside, like chewed-up gum or scabby Band-Aids!”


“Eww—gross!” Deirdre Shannon cried from her desk.


Nancy ignored Deirdre as she kept reading her essay, “What I Do to Help Save the Earth.”


Every kid in Mrs. Ramirez’s third-grade class had written an essay for Earth Week.


Earth Week was coming up, and River Heights Elementary School was planning a parade down River Street. Because Mrs. Ramirez’s class had collected the most cans and bottles to recycle, they would have their own parade float.


Best of all, the student who wrote the best essay would be picked by Mrs. Ramirez to be the King or Queen of Green!


“And that’s how Bess, George, and I help save the earth,” Nancy finished reading. She brushed aside her reddish blond bangs, looked up, and smiled.


“Thank you, Nancy,” Mrs. Ramirez said.


Bess Marvin and George Fayne both gave Nancy a thumbs-up as she walked back to her desk.


“Awesome, Nancy!” whispered George.


“Even the icky part!” Bess giggled.


“Thanks,” Nancy whispered back. She was the last in the class to read her essay. As she sat down, she felt Felicity Faulkner tap her shoulder. Felicity sat in the desk behind Nancy. She was also the new kid in the class.


“I liked the part about the energy-saving lightbulbs in the Clue Crew’s flashlights,” Felicity whispered, leaning over. “We use only CFL bulbs at home!”


Nancy already knew. Felicity’s whole essay had been about how earth-friendly her family was. Not only did the Faulkners save electricity, they saved water by flushing the toilet only when absolutely necessary.


Deirdre was grossed out by that, too!


“You all wrote excellent essays, boys and girls,” Mrs. Ramirez said as she walked to the front of the classroom. “Now let’s talk about the Earth Week parade.”


Nadine Nardo’s hand shot up. “Are you going to pick the king or queen now, Mrs. Ramirez?” she asked.


Nancy wiggled excitedly in her seat. She wanted to be the Queen of Green more than anything!


“Let’s talk about the float first,” Mrs. Ramirez said. “Peter, show the class what you made last night.”


Peter Patino stood up. He carried something made of colored clay to the front of the classroom.


“What’s that?” asked Tommy Maron.


“I asked Peter to make a clay model of our parade float,” Mrs. Ramirez explained.


The kids stretched their necks to see Peter’s clay model. Nancy thought it looked a bit like a spaceship.


“Will our float be made out of clay too?” Shelby Metcalf asked.


Mrs. Ramirez shook her head. “The float will be a flatbed truck pulled by a tractor,” she told the class. “And it will be decorated with the cans and bottles you collected.”


Nancy raised her hand and asked, “What’s that round thing in the middle?”


“It’s a birthday cake,” Mrs. Ramirez said with a smile. “I thought we’d celebrate the earth’s birthday and call the float ‘Happy Earth Day to You!’”


“Mrs. Ramirez?” Kevin Garcia asked next. “What will the cake be made of? Chocolate? Coconut? Vanilla?”


“The cake will be made out of recycled cans and cardboard,” the teacher answered.


“Cans and cardboard?” said Kevin. “What good is a cake you can’t eat?”


“Who cares about cake?” Deirdre said. She stood and flipped her hair over her shoulder. “Mrs. Ramirez, where will my throne—I mean—where will the king or queen’s throne be on the float?”


Nancy looked sideways at Bess and George. Deirdre Shannon was used to getting everything she wanted. And now she wanted to be the Queen of Green!


“The throne will be in the back of the float,” Mrs. Ramirez said. “Any other questions?”


Deirdre sat down and Quincy Taylor stood up. “I don’t see my compost bin on that float, Mrs. Ramirez,” he said.
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