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PREFACE

The University of Alabama Trivia Book contains a ton of information—some of it is frivolous, some of it is serious, but all of it is true!


Through these snippets of information, one can glean a great deal about this beloved institution—the capstone of higher education in Alabama. From its founding in 1831, The University of Alabama has seen a great amount of history. From the burning of the campus by Federal troops in 1865, to that day in June of 1963 when all the world was focused on Foster Auditorium when Vivian Malone and James Hood walked through those doors to register for classes, and the days and years before, between, and after, The University of Alabama has been a center of life for countless people who have studied there, worked there, or have been diehard fans of the beloved Crimson Tide!


The trivia questions and quotations in this book focus on many aspects of life at The University of Alabama. Chapters on student life and traditions, alumni, faculty, administrative leaders, campus, and of course sports will provide the reader with hours of entertainment, providing mind-bending facts on the triumphant, the brilliant, the funny, and the bizarre. Enjoy!
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND EDITION

Though I have been away from Tuscaloosa and The University of Alabama for over a decade, I was thrilled to have the opportunity to revisit this book and to update it for new readers, the UA community, friends, and fans. I will always consider Tuscaloosa my adopted hometown, and will forever be a fan of the Crimson Tide! Traditions in our household remain that connect us with The University of Alabama, including the sporting of “game gear” on Fridays during football season, where crimson, white, gray, and houndstooth clothing are the only things allowed.


When I was asked to revisit this book, I jumped at the chance, because the process was so fun and challenging for me when I took it on all those years ago. I also learned so much about the university while working on the book. Those of us lucky enough to work in academic special collections libraries and archives become steeped with the history of the institution that they work for, and the compiling and writing of a book like this, where we challenge others to learn more about the place that they love, in this case, The University of Alabama, really feels like a gift to me.


Much has changed since the book first appeared in 2007. We have lost friends and colleagues, the University continues to grow and change, new faculty, students, administrators, and others have joined the community, buildings have been renamed and rededicated, and, perhaps most notably, an unprecedented era of college football unfolded, beginning in 2009 with Coach Nick Saban and all that he brought with him to Alabama. This updated edition brings new facts, new stories, and new names to light, and continues to honor and share the nearly two centuries of history of The University of Alabama.







INTRODUCTION

Trivia isn’t trivial. The little snippets of information gathered here, along with quotes from some of the best known and even relatively unknown people who have been associated with The University of Alabama, represent a broad cross-section of life at UA: past, present, and future. As a relative newcomer to Alabama, and to The University of Alabama (and yes, a Yankee), I had my work cut out for me. But as an archivist working with materials relating to the history and culture of this fine university, I was primed for such a task. Trivia is even less trivial for me—as I spent hours looking through campus newspapers, yearbooks, manuscript collections, and other published materials, I found out so much more about the University: obscure facts, forgotten lore, and exciting tidbits that will help me make my job more interesting and, in turn, create future programs and exhibits in special collections that will be of interest to the University community and beyond.


This volume is not meant to represent everything there is to know about The University of Alabama, but rather it gives current students, alumni, fans, and anyone else with an interest in UA some insight into the University’s history and direction through the questions and quotes presented here.


I hope that you will enjoy looking through this and stumping your friends with obscure facts as much as I enjoyed putting this together and testing anyone who would listen. Roll Tide!









1 STUDENT LIFE AND TRADITIONS


What is Rammer Jammer?

The now-defunct University of Alabama humor magazine that was published from the 1920s through the 1960s. Rammer Jammer was a popular and creative outlet for student writers and artists, in the style of the Harvard Lampoon, a Harvard University student organization and the world’s oldest humor magazine, founded in 1876.

What is the “yellow hammer”?

The Alabama state bird. It is said that Alabama adopted the yellowhammer as the state bird because Confederate soldiers fighting in the Civil War often wore feathers of the yellowhammer in their soft felt hats. The bird is more widely known as the yellow-shafted flicker.

What policy regarding “Rammer Jammer, Yellow Hammer!” was put in place in 2003?

The athletics department ruled that the Million Dollar Band could not play the cheer during games. The band is now allowed to play the cheer only once, after a victory.


“My dream is to surround myself with happy, intelligent, energetic and creative people; then I can just sit back and watch the work.”

—Glenn House Sr.
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What temporary setback did the cheer have in 1987 and 1994?

In 1987, the Million Dollar Band was banned from playing the “Rammer Jammer, Yellow Hammer!” cheer by then–athletic director Steve Sloan because of the word hell in the cheer. The ban lasted until September of 1989. In 1994, the athletics department again banned the cheer, this time in response to a request by the NCAA to minimize taunting and fighting at football games. In 1999, the cheer was again allowed, and the band was permitted to play the cheer just once (two refrains) after each victory, though that is often exceeded based on the enthusiasm of the crowd and the significance of the victory. The cheer appeared with just the two lines “Rammer Jammer Yellow Hammer, Give ’em hell Alabama!” sometime in the 1960s, and the full chant evolved from the original sometime in the very early 1980s.

What is the name of The University of Alabama fight song?

“Yea, Alabama!” And though the lyrics are football-specific, they are proudly sung well beyond Bryant-Denny Stadium.

Who wrote “Yea, Alabama”?

It was written by a student! Then–UA student and editor of the Crimson White Ethelred “Lundy” Sykes as a response to a contest sponsored by Rammer Jammer magazine. He won $50—no small sum at the time— during the 1925-26 season.

What did he do with the prize money?

Sykes graciously donated his prize money to pay for a musical arrangement to be written so the Million Dollar Band could play the new fight song.

Do you know the lyrics to “Yea, Alabama”? They haven’t changed and reference a team that is no longer a rival. Which one?

The Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets!

Why isn’t Auburn, Alabama’s in-state rival, mentioned?

The Alabama-Auburn rivalry was in the middle of a forty-year break when “Yea, Alabama!” was written. The two schools stopped playing from 1907 to 1949. It would be unthinkable to not include an Auburn taunt if we wrote the fight song today!

Why remember the Rose Bowl?

Alabama’s 1926 victory against the University of Washington was a defining moment that brought Southern football and The University of Alabama to national prominence. And how!

What is the Corolla? When was it first published? Who was its first editor-in-chief?

The University of Alabama’s yearbook. 1893. Thomas Atkins Street Jr.

What are the two student-published literary journals at The University of Alabama?

The Black Warrior Review and Marr’s Field Journal. BWR is the graduate publication, Marr’s, the undergraduate journal.

Who was the first editor of the Black Warrior Review?

Jeannie Thompson, 1974.

What year was Marr’s Field Journal founded?

Marr’s Field Journal was created in 1989 as a forum for emerging writers and artists. The journal’s annual publication showcases exceptional undergraduate poetry, prose, dance, theater, art, and music composition. MFJ takes great pride in promoting creative thought at The University of Alabama.


“I’m tired of hearing all this talk from people who don’t understand the process of hard work—like little kids in the back seat asking, ‘Are we there yet?’ Get where you’re going one mile-marker at a time.”

—Coach Nick Saban
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“In Alabama, you better be for football or you might as well leave.”

—Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant
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What is “Hilaritas”?

A celebration of holiday music performed on campus annually since 1969, proudly sponsored and coordinated by the School of Music.

Who was the first African-American student to become a member of the UA debate team?

Delores Boyd, who went on to practice law and serve as a judge in Alabama.

How else has the Hon. Delores Boyd contributed to Alabama history?

Boyd is a product of Montgomery’s transition in the 1960s from a Jim Crow society. Her high school experience with desegregation is profiled in Freedom’s Children: Young Civil Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories. She is also the author of Jim Crow and Me: Stories from My Life as a Civil Rights Lawyer.

How much did it cost to attend The University of Alabama in the early 1870s?

$130 per semester (term), which included tuition, board, fuel, lights, attendance, and incidentals. What a bargain!


“There will come a day in your life when you must act for others—your family, perhaps your community—and you must be ready. What you have done to reach this milestone today is part of that preparation. So take from all the books you have read, all the lessons you have learned, the certain knowledge that one day, any day, you must be bold, have courage, and walk through a door that leads to opportunity for others.”

—Vivian Malone Jones, in her commencement speech to the UA Class of 2000
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Who was the first African-American student to be admitted to The University of Alabama?

Autherine Lucy, in 1956.

How was she honored in 2022?

The University of Alabama dedicated Autherine Lucy Hall in honor of its first African-American student, Dr. Autherine Lucy Foster, in February 2022. Previously named for former Alabama governor and Ku Klux Klan leader Bibb Graves, the building was renamed Lucy-Graves Hall by the UA Board of Trustees on February 3, 2022, in a nod to Lucy, without removing Graves’s name from the building. The System then, eight days later, named the building solely in honor of Autherine Lucy Foster.

What was the Cotillion Club? Where did these programs take place?

A club that organized dances, balls, and other functions on campus. In the era of the big band, they brought famous dance bands to campus, such as Harry James and His Music Makers, Tommy Dorsey, Les Brown, Benny Goodman, and Spike Jones. Those programs took place at Foster Auditorium.

When was Foster Auditorium built? What kind of a project was the construction?

Foster was built in 1939 as a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project during the Great Depression, and was funded by federal grants. The building has been used for Alabama basketball, women’s sports (in the 1970s and 1980s), graduations, lectures, concerts, and other large gatherings, including registration.

Who is Foster Auditorium named for?

It was named for University of Alabama president Richard Clarke Foster. President Foster died in office in 1941.


“From studying in the classroom to social and athletic events, The University of Alabama is a great school to prepare a solid foundation for your future success in life.”

—Jim Farmer, former UA basketball star
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What year were the Blackfriars founded? What did they do?

Founded in 1906, the Blackfriars was a dramatic performance group at The University of Alabama in the early twentieth century. The group was organized by Professor F. D. Losey. The troupe staged professional performances, specializing in Shakespeare, but also commissioned and performed original plays.

Who were the Corolla Beauties?

They were female UA students, who were selected each year to be featured in full-page photographs in the yearbook.

Who chose the Corolla Beauties for 1949?

Billy Rose, legendary Broadway producer and lyricist. Other judges through the years included Rock Hudson, Pat Boone, Jackie Gleason, and UA football hero and Hollywood cowboy Johnny Mack Brown, probably many of them by mail!

How many Greek associations, fraternities, and sororities are recognized on the UA campus today?

The UA Greek community comprises 35 percent of the undergraduate student body and is home to sixty-eight social Greek-letter organizations and over eleven thousand students. Since Fall 2011, The University of Alabama has held the coveted honor of being the largest fraternity and sorority community in the nation with regard to overall fraternity and sorority membership.


“The University is a well-spring of opportunity. All it takes for students to become active in University life is willingness to give a little bit of their time. The awards will come.”

—Ed Howard, 1984-85 editor of the Crimson White
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Who are the McNair Scholars?

An elite group of students who, as juniors and seniors, work with faculty mentors and conduct research. This national collegiate program is named for Dr. Ronald E. McNair, an astronaut who died in the Challenger space shuttle accident in January 1986.

Why were the stairs at what is now known as Reese-Phifer Hall seldom used?

A campus legend said that only women of dubious virtue dared climb the stairs—probably due to the combination of wind and skirts on the massive staircase. This legend persisted until the 1970s when dress codes for women were abandoned.

What was “Mark’s Madness”?

UA’s student organization of basketball fans named in honor of then-coach Mark Gottfried.

What long-gone local student hangout was known for “good things to eat”?

Pug’s cafeteria. The restaurant was a popular breakfast place on homecoming and sometimes used sixty dozen eggs preparing breakfast that day.

What exciting new feature did Pug’s offer UA students in the Fall 1955 semester?

Access to their new “TV Room”—which featured a rare color television for students to enjoy. Televisions were rare in general, but a color TV was an oddity and a great attraction!

In one of her regular National Public Radio commentaries, former UA English professor Diane Roberts described walking by an on-campus fraternity house and seeing its front yard occupied by a live goat, and a bathtub containing a sleeping young woman in full evening dress. Which fraternity was it?

The Delta Kappa Epsilon (DKE) House.

When was the first televised pep rally in the history of The University of Alabama?

November 22, 1955, televised on WBIQ Channel 10 in Birmingham and WTIQ Channel 7 on Mount Cheaha (the highest point in the state!).

Who was Alabama playing?

Auburn.


“All I see is that grass and open field, and I just run like there’s no tomorrow.”

—Former Alabama running back Derrick Henry
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“The University I graduated from has faded into vaguely familiar forms that loom large only in my memory. But I do not lament this fact. I celebrate it. Because the campus that I knew has been replaced by something grander, more impressive, more humane, more inclusive.”

—Gay Talese, 1949 UA graduate, from his 2001 UA Commencement address
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In what year did the BAMA Radio Network begin broadcasting?

1942. It evolved into WABP, the first student radio station at UA.

What unlikely pair roomed together at UA in the Spring 1942 semester?

George Wallace and “Shorty” Price.

In 1956, how many date nights were freshman women allowed (!) weekly?

Three: Friday, Saturday, and one other night of their choice.

What was used as a shield in the nineteenth century in a duel to determine the university steward?

According to a 1933 Alumni News Magazine, a side of bacon.


“We’re not going to talk about what we’re going to accomplish. We’re going to talk about how we’re going to do it.”

—Coach Nick Saban talking about “his process” during his introductory press conference in 2006
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