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      INTRODUCTION

      “My sense of humor will get me into trouble one day.”

      Prince Charles was right — except that it's gotten him into trouble on more than one occasion. And he's not alone. Prince Philip admits that he's gaffe prone, and Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, has sometimes found herself saying things that don't come out quite the way she intended.

      Whether the royals' humor is intentionally funny or misconstrued, biting or bantering, dry or daft, it reminds us that although these people were born into extraordinary circumstances, they are, after all, ordinary human beings, just like the rest of us. The trappings of their lives are vastly different from ours, but humor is a great common denominator.

      That's true for a very basic reason: humor springs from human nature. And human nature remains the same, whether life is lived in anonymity or on the public stage. It also remains the same through the years, as you'll find in these pages. The quotes here span four generations and nearly a hundred years, from Queen Elizabeth (the Queen Mother) through the young princes, William and Harry.

      During that time, the nature of the monarchy has changed. The reserve of the past has given way to a casual breeziness and familiarity. Diana, Princess of Wales, was the first member of the Royal Family to speak directly to the press. Now, there are Royal Family websites and an official website for the British monarchy, as well as a Facebook presence.

      The royals' humor encompasses every aspect of their lives, from military service to pursuits such as organic agriculture and sustainable living. They are particularly adept at skewering their own images, and they don't shy away from poking fun at themselves. At other times their words are ironic and self-deprecating, much more introspective than humorous. Their sharpest sarcasm is directed to the media in general and photographers in particular, although a few other targets have also felt the heat — or iciness — of royal voices laden with a withering and sometimes bitter brand of humor.

      The chapters in this book range from glimpses inside the walls of the palace to appearances on the world stage, from public image to self-image, and from work to play. To make things a little easier, we refer to each of the royals by a shortened name. Here's a brief look at the members of the Royal Family quoted in this book, and the name used for each:

      
        	
          Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother (the Queen Mum; 1900–2002)

        

        	
          Her Majesty the Queen, Elizabeth II (Queen Elizabeth; 1926-; daughter of the Queen Mum)

        

        	
          Princess Margaret (Margaret; 1930–2002; daughter of the Queen Mum)

        

        	
          Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh (Philip; 1921-; married to Queen Elizabeth)

        

        	
          Prince Charles, Prince of Wales (Charles; 1948-; son of Queen Elizabeth and Philip)

        

        	
          Princess Anne, the Princess Royal (Anne; 1950-; daughter of Queen Elizabeth and Philip)

        

        	
          Prince Andrew, Duke of York (Andrew; 1960-; son of Queen Elizabeth and Philip)

        

        	
          Sarah Ferguson, Duchess of York (Sarah; 1959-; was married to Andrew)

        

        	
          Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex (Edward; 1964-; son of Queen Elizabeth and Philip)

        

        	
          Diana, Princess of Wales (Diana; 1961–1997; was married to Charles)

        

        	
          Prince William (William; 1982-; son of Charles and Diana)

        

        	
          Catherine Elizabeth “Kate” Middleton (Kate; 1982-; engaged to William in December 2010)

        

        	
          Prince Harry (Harry; 1984-; son of Charles and Diana)

        

        	
          Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall (Camilla; 1947-; married to Charles)

        

      

      As you read through these pages, you're sure to find quotes that will make you laugh. Others will make you cringe, grateful that you weren't the one who said them. Above all, you'll find that behind the mystique of royalty, behind the pomp and pageantry, there are very real, very fallible, and often very funny human beings.
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