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      Prologue

      
        Zecharia Sitchin—Author, Ancient Historian, and Explorer of Archaeology
      

      
        If a man does not keep pace with his companions,
      

      
        perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.
      

      
        Let him step to the music which he hears,
      

      
        however measured or far away.
      

      HENRY DAVID THOREAU, WALDEN

      Zecharia Sitchin was a dedicated researcher who undertook to unravel every unanswered challenge embedded in the materials he studied. He followed his intellectual curiosity and used it to work “outside the box” (if necessary) to pursue clues he discovered. His tendency for independent thinking surfaced when he was a child, when he made an astute observation that he believed to be a translation error in the biblical Book of Genesis. The word Nefilim had been translated as “giants,” but he believed that translation was incorrect. When he tried to get his teacher’s assistance to confirm the accuracy of his observation, he was told not to question The Bible. Thereafter, unable to abandon his belief that the word, when accurately translated, actually means “those who came down,” he launched a quest to find evidence answering this question: Who came down? His search for the answer took him from childhood across a long journey of study and research.
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        Fig. P.1. Zecharia Sitchin on a tour in Mexico. (Photograph by Wally Motloch)
      

      Previous scholars were unable to fully interpret and accurately decipher what—in Sitchin’s judgment—was the actual story of the ancient space travelers as told on the Sumerian clay tablets. The scholars who first worked on the tablets did their writing at the end of the nineteenth century and in the first decade of the twentieth century. The space age did not develop for several decades after those pioneers did their work. As a result, these early researchers and scholars had no context within which to understand the space age material they were reading, and their first published works showed that they thought the tablets were mythology. Sitchin, on the other hand, was conversant with modern space age technology and recognized it in the ancient records.

      Because Sitchin taught himself to read Sumerian and the languages that derived from it—namely Akkadian, Babylonian, and ancient Hebrew—he had the linguistic skills that allowed him to recognize the truth embedded in the information he read. He fervently believed the tablet records were not telling of mythical beliefs of the ancient people. As new space age events emerged in modern times, he mastered cosmology, celestial mechanics, and even genetic science, which provided the explanations that matched the true meanings. In essence, with the modern science, he found the “key” to fully understand the actual meaning embedded in the ancient clay tablets.

      Through his penetrating analysis, Sitchin discovered that these stories were reports of what actually happened when an ancient civilization came to Earth using their highly advanced capability for interplanetary travel. The information Sitchin uncovered from his own reading and translation of the cuneiform script told a fascinating story. These first settlers came in space vehicles to obtain gold needed on their planet; they used advanced space technology to transship the gold they found here back to their home planet. This is the essence of the content that Sitchin found in the tablet materials and he brought it to light for modern society’s edification as his scholarly and personal contribution.

      
        ***
      

      It must have been a twist of fate that prompted me to attend a conference with the unusual title, “When Cosmic Cultures Meet,” an event organized by the Human Potential Foundation. On May 26, 1995 I arrived at the conference venue, the Washington Sheraton Hotel, with only the expectation of exercising my academic curiosity by listening to informative presentations by notable researchers like John Mack, M.D., Ruth Montgomery, Richard Boyland, Ph.D., R. Leo Sprinkle, Ph.D., Charles Tart, Ph.D., and J. J. Hurtak, Ph.D., and the well-known futurist, John Peterson, to name just a few of the several presenters. My expectation was that these experts would enlarge my understanding of phenomena that represented intrusions by other galactic cultures into Earth’s realm and illuminate intercultural contact between “them” and us.

      My curiosity about this topic was informed by my reading about the 1947 unidentified flying object (UFO) that crashed in Arizona. In the first few days the original information about this UFO crash that left debris scattered across a large crash site made the published news media. But within a few days, following the takeover of the site and its debris by the U.S. military, the original report was contradicted. What was fascinating in the original news report was that “beings” were found on board the vehicle. The mystery about what happened to the beings and the debris continued to deepen as time passed. Was there cultural contact? That question haunts the interested public as there still are few clear answers. The original report implied the real possibility of alien contact with Earth’s inhabitants, so I wanted to know more about what current researchers had to say about this possibility.

      The conference presenters were selected because they held expertise derived from their studies of human reactions to alien contact. A few experts had examined individuals who had been abducted by UFOs and I was curious about what the human reactions were to “alien encounters.” I intuitively believed that a very real possibility existed that Earth space was being “observed” (and perhaps “penetrated”) by beings from beyond our solar system.

      Little did I know that attending that conference not only would enlarge my knowledge about interspecies cultural contact, but it would reset my academic focus from Earth-based studies (I am a professional geographer) to the planets in our solar system and the galaxy beyond. Most notable was that the conference presentations stimulated my interest in a very different body of evidence than I had been exposed to throughout my academic studies and career.

      The stated purpose of the conference event was to energize development of a government policy dealing with disclosure of information about the extraterrestrial (ET) and unidentified flying object (UFO) phenomena that was well underway. This possible contact seemed to be increasing, especially since the detonation of atomic bombs used to end the war in the Pacific. The organizers of this conference held a certainty that more contact with galactic civilizations would occur in the future, and they sought expert views to understand the impact of these encounters, and to illuminate evidence that would counter the secrecy stance of the government.

      This conference was intended to be a capstone on a process that had been ongoing at the White House for more than two years. It was a deliberate step undertaken by the organizers to get the U.S. government to disclose its collected evidence on alien contact. Sitchin’s contribution to these discussions of this conference slid a deep historical body of information under the contemporary evidence of contact with civilizations from outer space. The question this conference provoked was, “Is alien contact real?” The Sitchin answer was: “It certainly is; it happened before and will happen again.”

      At the time of his first talk, I had never heard of Zecharia Sitchin. He was listed to be fifteenth on the conference agenda, and his presentation was titled “The Past Holds the Key to the Future.” He also was a participant later on the agenda in a three-person panel focused on the future impact of encounters with galactic cultures. What he emphasized in both talks was that cosmic cultures already have met. He pointed out that the records of the past are replete with information and evidence on the subject of contact, and he urged the audience to recognize that we humans must study the past in order to be prepared for the future. Sitchin ended his first presentation with these words:

      The realization that we are not alone, even in our own solar system, and the coming re-encounter with another, more advanced civilization, should be at the top of humanity’s agenda. In that respect, a conference such as this is an important step in the right direction. . . . To know the future, study the past.1

      This last statement proved to be a steadfast belief often voiced by Sitchin in his in-person presentations and also was emphasized in his writings. He firmly believed that the past informs what will happen in the future. In these presentations, his style was unassuming, highly informative, and very captivating.

      When the Futures panel assembled on the podium, and when it was Sitchin’s turn to speak, he again spoke in a clear manner, dealing first with what he believed was the obvious mistake in the conference title, “When Cosmic Cultures Meet.” He offered a correction, saying that to be historically accurate, the conference title should have been stated in the past tense. Sitchin’s reason to believe that cosmic contact already had taken place was based on his own research findings. He explained that the contact of “other terrestrials” (OTs)*1 with Earth had occurred many thousands of years ago. Space explorers’ initial arrival on Earth was found to be 445,000 years ago. Sitchin’s own words were captured by the conference organizers, who had all the presentations transcribed and published, and then sent to each attendee.

      About 445,000 years ago, people from another planet arrived on earth. The Sumerians called them Anunnaki, which in Sumerian, means literally, “Those who from heaven to earth came.” They say they originally came for their own purposes in search of gold because they needed gold, not for jewelry, not for making coins or medallions, but they needed it for the survival of their own planet as the atmosphere, or its heat, was dissipating. The only way they could protect their planet was by creating a shield of gold particles to keep the heat and the atmosphere in. At first, they landed a group of 50 who splashed down in the Persian Gulf. They waded ashore. There is a very long [ancient] text, very detailed explaining this [event].

      By the way, all of the texts that I will mention in these few minutes and the hundreds of them that are [discussed] in my books, and none of them have been discovered by me. I do not claim anywhere that I went to one of the ancient sites, like Mesopotamia, and poked with my stick in the ground, saying “I found a tablet and look what it says—nobody knew it before but I now discovered it.” Every text and every depiction was discovered by others. They are all in well-known and prestigious museums. The text, and the pictures [supporting them] were published, republished, translated, and transliterated by others, except that through my detailed knowledge of Sumerian, Akkadian, early Hebrew, and other languages, I was able to read them and judge their accuracy for myself. They are very detailed. The only difference between me and all of the scholars who are aware of them is that all of this tablet information, all of these tablet texts, are called mythology [by traditional scholars].2

      He then revealed the key he used to unlock the actual meaning in the ancient scripts. He entered the ancient tablet evidence with a mindset that saw the tablets as historical accounts—not myth. His research questions were fueled by these statements: “What if all this information scribed on the ancient tablets is true, all the stories also are true, and are not myths?*2 What if all the information reported on the ancient tablets really happened?”

      
        ***
      

      In retrospect, the highlights of this entire conference event for me were the presentations by Zecharia Sitchin. He emphasized that his discussion was drawn from documentable evidence that fully explained the reality of prior contact. It consisted of the existence of a planet that comes into our solar system approximately every 3,600 years and brings its inhabitants within reach of planet Earth. Those space travelers—who called themselves Nefilim (the royalty of their society) and Anunnaki (the rank and file)—then came to Earth to search for gold, and originally settled Earth in order to carry out that mission. Gold was need on their home planet to prevent erosion of their atmosphere.

      Well before this conference, I had traveled across Ireland and Great Britain to intensify my long-standing interest in discovering who built the enigmatic megastone structures (like dolmen and ancient stone circles) and why they were built thousands of years ago in the locations where we find them today. I was convinced, even before I learned of Sitchin’s findings, that the promulgated explanations of the purposes of these structures were incomplete.

      I had studied the legend of “The Battle of Moytura,” telling of the Tuatha de Dann of ancient Ireland. They were a race of people who are thought to have originated in the northern mountains of the world, and held advanced “magical” skills and knowledge. The Tuatha de came south, landed, burned their ships to eliminate the idea of escape, and were considered “invaders” by the indigenous tribes. Eventually three wars were carried out with these original inhabitants. Those indigenous folk (the Fir Bolg and Fomoire) viewed this race of newcomers in different ways. They were not considered gods. Their “magic” might have been the skills and knowledge of the space travelers Sitchin spoke about.

      When I asked Sitchin if these “invaders” were Anunnaki, he sidestepped my question and asked if I had read any of his books. Apparently there was more for me to learn from his work that would help me answer my question for myself. I went home and over the next few months read his six books that were then in print.

      After my first Sitchin encounter, I traveled again to Britain and Ireland. My travels that summer took me to the most well-known ancient megastone site in Britain—Stonehenge. I marveled at the size of the stones used to form the ancient circles. I was amazed to learn how far away the quarry sites for some of the stones were from the finished structures. I also visited and studied the megastones that comprised the 2600 B.C. site of Avebury, and dolmen structures in Ireland. These monuments presented evidence of ancient people’s beliefs that are different from those of today’s population. Who were these people who built these stone monuments? Why did they select the landscapes on which they are found today?*3 Zecharia Sitchin opened a completely new vista for me. I came away from those revisited sites in England and Ireland with new perspectives and a very different set of questions to explore. It became clear to me that a new hypothesis was forming in my mind. Was it possible the space travelers of whom Sitchin wrote, built many—if not most—of the huge megastone structures I had seen on the British and Irish landscapes?
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        Fig. P.2. Stonehenge, in southern England.
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        Fig. P.3. One of the Avebury stones. Author is shown seated in the “Devil’s Chair.”
      

      After exposure to the information in Sitchin’s books, I elected to join an upcoming tour Sitchin organized to explore ancient Mediterranean sites where possible evidence of the Anunnaki presence still could be seen. The evidence he showed his interested travel groups was not only fascinating, but it appeared to reveal evidence of megastone structures that unquestionably were beyond human capabilities to construct.

      One important aspect of my participation in that Sitchin tour gave me a unique research opportunity. In the course of these travels, I interviewed the participants that Sitchin called his “fans.” I wanted to discover who these individuals were, and how they came to appreciate—and accept—Sitchin’s findings.*4 I found them to be curious people from various backgrounds in such fields as engineering, law, business, and applied science; they were airline employees and pilots, computer experts, former travel agents and technicians. Also in these groups were curious people who had read Sitchin’s books and wanted to know more about him and his findings. They all were thoughtful, very intelligent, keenly inquisitive people, and knew how to separate “garbage from good stuff.” On the whole, these travelers were intellectually adept people who were not easily “hoodwinked”; they were independent thinkers, accustomed to evaluating information. They found validity in Sitchin’s work that was reassuring to my (then) academically based skepticism.
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        Fig. P.4. Sitchin responds to questions from the author and a fellow traveler.
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        Fig. P.5. Sitchin with a group of fans in the field.
      

      Taken together, Sitchin’s fans were inquiring individuals who accepted his well-researched information, judging it to be well documented and well reasoned. They also stayed loyal to the validity of his work in spite of what turned out to be a wave of negative reactions from a stratum of the intellectual establishment. That negativity was aired on the Internet: it appeared not only in the form of criticism of Sitchin’s findings, but took the form of attacks on the logic that informed his interpretations. These criticisms even went so far as to impugn the fact that he was putting forth academically based research findings and did not hold a faculty position or Ph.D.*5 The implication of such criticisms suggested—without direct accusation—that a nonacademic was publishing research based in the scientific and archaeological realm, something even a knowledgeable layperson was not qualified to do. Some labeled his findings “pseudoscience.” Obviously academic elitism was at work in their articulated criticism—implying that only those with advanced academic training would be qualified to work with complex material, and only those with that type of background would be able to reason in sophisticated, academically valid ways.

      The criticisms of Sitchin’s work prompted me to look into how new bodies of explanation enter the scholarly arena, and what happens to those who are bold enough to amass information that has no existing literature to serve as a platform. As one schooled in academic literature, I could see no difference in the quality of Sitchin’s work as compared with the hundreds of volumes of academic material—both theoretical and applied—that I studied in the pursuit of my own advanced degrees and teaching work in academia.

      I came to realize that Sitchin’s work held the promise of actually shifting the existing explanatory paradigm of Earth’s history of settlement, and also builds a new platform for understanding the history of the human species. Dealing with information that clearly enlarges the way we think of causation and explanation is not new in the history of science, but examples of new ways of thinking are uncommon. To enlarge the way explanatory models in the study of the history of science are dealt with, the experts refer to the new perspectives and explanatory frameworks as a new paradigm. Completely new ways of explanation shift the meaning of many well-studied phenomena, making some concepts irrelevant and opening up new frontiers for exploration. A scholar who sets out new explanations has a “rocky road” to travel.*6 On these rare occasions when new explanations emerge, if this new evidence is sufficiently powerful enough to shift the explanatory paradigm, it must meet the criteria historians of science have set out for evaluating such new ways of thinking. What is important to know about such rare occurrences and the information that is brought forward is that existing experts must rethink their well-honed bodies of explanation. Such a situation runs into considerable resistance from an “old guard,” those who are academically steeped in the existing explanations. “Experts” are wedded to the status quo they know well, and often are closed-minded about explanations that do not come to light through traditional academic research channels, and from renowned academically positioned experts.†7

      What Thomas Kuhn, historian of science, found when he examined the examples of intellectual work that shifts the paradigm, is that completely new explanatory models must surmount mountains of resistance. New interpretive frameworks do seem to attract a small body of well-trained, intellectually astute young thinkers who accept the new model almost intuitively. Perhaps this is because these students tend to be open-minded individuals who are in the early stages of forming their own world views. Most are newly trained to judge explanatory models on the merits of the data quality and the logic that informs the validity of the data. What also was found in the study of explanations that shift the paradigm is that these explanations slowly achieve more widespread acceptance as they become better known and are more thoroughly studied. Another thing that seems to be characteristic of the new explanatory frameworks: the old guard who mount the strongest criticisms and voice rejection eventually die out and leave a new generation of thinkers who do not have a full blown investment in the old way of making meaning to hold them back from acceptance of new, well-grounded explanations.*8

      One of the most provocative findings Sitchin made tells us how the modern human species came into existence. He bases his explanations on a close study of the tablet evidence. Here is a brief outline of his findings: To carry out the gold procurement mission, the Anunnaki toiled in the deep, dark, dirty mines of southern Africa. These workers developed a growing intolerance for the hard labor they were required to do. When they could tolerate it no longer, they collectively decided to rebel and carried out a mutiny. This stopped the gold supply to the home planet. However, the leader of the Earth mission, Enki, the chief scientist, and first to land on Earth, proposed a solution to the labor supply problem so that the mining could continue. Sitchin explains Nefilim inventiveness this way:

      Then, the Nefilim chief scientist came up with a solution. He said, “We can create a primitive worker, a Lulu-amelu, somebody who will do this work for us.” When [the Anunnaki leadership council] said to him, “How will you create such a thing?” Enki, their leader, said that, and this is a quote from the text, “This being already exists. All that we have to do is put our mark on it.” Then the text, in great detail, described the process that the only modern parallel to it is that of bringing about test-tube babies. They mixed the genes of one of their young males with the egg of an ape woman . . . and after mixing the two, re-implanted fertilized eggs in the wombs of some of their own females.

      Now, some biologists and other experts in fertility tell me that this little detail [works]. The fact that I quoted it from the [ancient] text, that the fertilized eggs of the ape woman was reimplanted in the wombs of [Anunnaki] females who arrived on earth, let’s say the ancient astronaut females, has great significance to the nature of the being that was finally created; that is very important. And, as we are Homo sapiens, not the hominid race which appeared on earth through evolution, but we [a new species] appeared only about 300,000 years ago through the efforts of someone who jumped the gun on evolution through genetic engineering.*9

      This was Sitchin’s short interpretation of the findings he derived from his intensive study and some thirty plus years of research into the ancient clay tablet texts. His research brought forward a huge body of information heretofore not explained in any other sources because he made use his space-age interpretative “lens” to unravel it from the ancient texts. Sitchin stayed close to the actual tablet records in all his interpretative work. He also urged more sharing of ancient findings, saying “The more we know and the more we discuss it, the better we will be prepared for the next encounter, and hopefully ensure a benevolent result.”3

      
        ***
      

      When I look back now to the nearly twenty years that Sitchin’s work has informed my thinking and shaped my research, I am grateful for how much his work has impacted my life. I was able to travel with him and his groups to see additional examples of the evidence of the megastone structures the other terrestrials built that are found in several places around the Mediterranean.*10 I also was able to visit numerous ancient sites and museum collections I never could have found on my own. Along the way, I met people who shared the excitement of new learning I had come to appreciate, and developed good friendships with a group of Sitchin fans (scattered far and wide) who now enrich my life.

      I am fortunate to have had numerous personal discussions with Sitchin throughout his later years and am able to call him a valuable teacher, a colleague, and a friend.†11 My first book, The Legacy of Zecharia Sitchin, was published in early 2011, barely a year after his passing.‡12 It was unfortunate that Sitchin passed just as I was writing the final chapters of that book, but I did have the opportunity to discuss key points with him over lunch in June 2010, just before his ninetieth birthday.

      This current volume searches out key contributions discussed in Sitchin’s fourteen books published over his writing career (1976 to 2010). In it, I organize and unpack seven key topics drawn from across his entire set of writings. I selectively allow the reader to view his published information and point to his fuller published discussions as valuable resources. My goal is to report Sitchin’s essential contributions and then interpret his evidence in light of today’s trends and their implications for Earth’s future. My process has left behind numerous other contributions his work covers, so reading his books will allow the curious reader to further enlarge his or her understandings.

      The world now has the Sitchin books as a lasting body of evidence proving that a genius was among us for a few years short of a century. I trust this current book, highlighting, unpacking, and interpreting his findings, will provide readers with a glimpse into the man and his accomplishments.

      Here we intend to provide readers with an opportunity to recognize that Zecharia Sitchin indeed brought the modern world a “gift from the gods” who ply the Universe. When they return as their planet traverses its “appointed” rounds at the end of its 3,600-year orbit, we will be able to understand who these first Earth settlers are and understand what our relationship is to them.
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      Introduction

      
        Sitchin’s Space-Age Paradigm
      

      
        When an explanation is given of something and
      

      
        everyone in the world believes it,
      

      
        there may be one person somewhere
      

      
        who can’t quite accept it;
      

      
        who instinctively says—
      

      
        “I’m not sure that this is sufficient explanation.
      

      
        There may be something beyond this.”
      

      SPOKEN BY PIERRE CURIE IN THE MOVIE MADAME CURIE, DIRECTED BY WILLIAM WYLER

      Zecharia Sitchin was a highly intelligent twentieth-century man who probably for most of his life never thought of himself as the one who would shake up the accepted understanding of Earth’s inhabited history and, more extraordinarily, enlarge the history of the origins of humans. But he did just that.

      If we assign an overarching motivation to why Sitchin was so dedicated to this research work, beyond his belief that bringing provable ancient evidence into our modern mindset was important, it was his belief that “the events of ancient history will have serious consequences for Earth’s inhabitants in the future.”1 Sitchin firmly believed that history foretells the future. Most important, he was convinced that knowing about our ancient past would greatly benefit humanity.

      Zecharia Sitchin was a man whose total body of work was orchestrated originally to add to the ancient symphony of information that slipped into contemporary times from its resting place in the desert tells*13 of the Near East. As an innately curious man, Sitchin sought answers to difficult questions that arose from his probing research and study of works dealing with very ancient history. For example, when he followed his linguistically informed conviction that there was something beyond what everyone in the religious arena accepted as the correct interpretation of those called Nefilim, he found that the corrected translation of those individuals was “those who came down” (see the prologue). This corrected translation was the key to something very important. The answers he found revealed the true history of planet Earth: who came down, how they got here, what they did here, and what their former presence means for us—Earth’s current inhabitants.

      Curiosity and a strong motivation to find answers raised by the tablet records found in the tells (and elsewhere), prompted Sitchin to explore, in detail, the research of hundreds of published academic scholars, early historical researchers, and Sumerian scholars. After studying the existing sources, Sitchin taught himself to read the Sumerian cuneiform script and the languages that derived from it, namely Akkadian, Babylonian, and ancient Hebrew, so that he was able to interpret the original information for himself. He came to his study of Sumerian cuneiform script long after that language had been deciphered, transliterated, and translated. His research efforts led him to the museums and university collections where the ancient clay tablets were under study—or stored—and he traveled to numerous Near Eastern countries to see the ancient settlement sites.

      When Sitchin learned to decipher the ancient scripts, in a language that used symbols (not letters), he was astounded to find words and phrases that suggested modern space-age concepts. It was then that he began to step outside the box of traditional explanation—step to a different drummer—because none of the interpretations put forth by traditional scholars appeared to be the actual meanings Sitchin found in the records. Using Sitchin’s own words, we can see the nature of the problem that confronted many scholars who studied the clay tablets. His account clarifies their reactions to some of the implications of what they found in the ancient texts.

      The discovery and understanding of the ancient civilizations has been a process of continuous astonishment, of incredible realizations. The monuments of antiquity—pyramids, ziggurats, vast platforms, columned ruins, carved stones—would have remained enigmas, mute evidence to bygone events, were it not for the Written Word. The ancient monuments would have remained puzzles: their age uncertain, their creators obscure, their purposes unclear.

      We owe what we know to the ancient scribes—a prolific and meticulous lot, who used monuments, artifacts, foundation stones, bricks, utensils, weapons of any conceivable material, as inviting slates on which to write down names and record events. Above all, there were the clay tablets: flattened pieces of wet clay, some small enough to be held in the palm of the hand, on which the scribes deftly embossed with a stylus the symbols that formed syllables, words, and sentences. Then the tablet would be left to dry (or be kiln-dried), and a permanent record was created—a record that has survived millennia of natural [deterioration] and even deliberate destructiveness.

      In place after place—in centers of commerce or of administration, in temples and palaces, in all art of the ancient Near East—there were both state and private archives full of such tablets; and there were also actual libraries where the tablets, tens of thousands of them, were neatly arranged by subject, their contents entitled, their scribe named, and their sequence numbered. Invariably, whenever they dealt with history or science or the gods, they were identified as copies of earlier tablets, tablets written in the “olden language.”

      Astounded as the archaeologists were to uncover the grandeur of Assyria and Babylonia, they were even more puzzled to read in their inscriptions of “olden cities.” And what was the meaning of the title “king of Sumer and Akkad” that the kings of these empires coveted so much?2

      The original scholars had unearthed evidence of a very advanced Mesopotamian empire that existed in the third millennium BCE. They just could not understand this information within the context of their own society’s development. The tablet records contained discussions of literature and art, science and politics, commerce and communications, all evidence of a developed civilization that existed long before Babylonia and Assyria. That possible notion was almost unbelievable. Sitchin recounts it in this way: “The scholars were incredulous: [they asked:] Could there have been urban centers, walled cities, even before Sargon of Agade, or even before 2500 B.C.?”3 Sitchin’s familiarity with enormous amounts of clay tablet writings allowed him to know that the answer to this question indeed was “yes.”

      Some of those ancient artifacts made references that had generated a strong feeling of familiarity for Sitchin in what was emerging as modern space-age science. How could that be? The tablets were at least six thousand years old. Sitchin kept this nagging feeling in the back of his mind as he continued his research. Finally, he figured out why some of the material prompted his “recognition.” Those ancient activities were similar to modern scientific discoveries that were just beginning to penetrate modern societal understandings.

      Sitchin’s feeling of familiarity prompted him to enlarge his frame of reference, and likely energized his “what if” thinking. The Sumerian records suggested that these very ancient peoples had advanced technology in use long before the civilizations of Akkad and Babylon. That the tablets were describing space-age capabilities could not have entered the minds of the early scholars, and perhaps could not even have influenced modern scholars in the years Sitchin was carrying out his research that came forward in the publication of his first few books. Most importantly, the first scholars to decipher the tablet cuneiform scripts read the tablet material believing that what was discussed was mythological. Sitchin was able to unravel the full story of the ancient people’s activities because he considered the tablet material to be actual ancient prehistory.

      Sitchin sets out a creditable body of information that builds on the description of the first phase of Earth settlement, and this information sets the stage for his entire body of work. Using the tablets, Sitchin recounts that there was a time—the Sumerians told—when civilized man was not yet on Earth, when animals were only wild and undomesticated and crops were not yet cultivated. At that long ago time there arrived on Earth a group of fifty Anunnaki led by a leader whose name was Enki. They journeyed from their home planet Nibiru (“planet of the crossing”), and reached Earth, splashed down in the waters near the Persian Gulf. A text known to scholars as the “Myth of EA and the Earth” describes how that first group waded ashore, finding themselves in a marshland.

      Their first task was to drain the marshes, clear river channels, check out food sources (found to be fish and fowl). They began to make bricks from the clay of the soil and established the first-ever settlement on Earth. They named the habitat Eridu, which meant, “Home in the Faraway” or “Home away from home.” That name is the original of the name “Earth” in some of the oldest languages. The time: 445,000 years ago.4

      Obviously, on the face of it, this material does seem to be a fantastic story. But, in museums Sitchin found thousands of clay tablets and pictograms (images carved on the hard material, in reverse, and rolled out on wet clay, which document the text they accompany). These cylinder seals—as they are called—produce a pictorial image that is used to illuminate Sumerian tablet text. Taken together, the tablet materials with the clay tablet pictograms led Sitchin to decide to put forward what has become a different, certainly provocative, and more accurate explanation of Earth’s first settlements.

      After centuries, the Sumerians (the “created” ones) became the scribes of the advanced space travelers, recording information given to them by the Nefilim (the name the space traveler leaders called themselves). The stories recorded by the Sumerians who pressed cuneiform symbols into wet clay were told to them by what came to be known as “the gods of olden times.” In essence, the Sumerians were like modern typists who take down what they are given and use those dictated “words” to create a final transcript. Subsequent civilizations copied the original information and put those stories, poems, and accounts into their own languages.

      Samuel Noah Kramer, an early Sumerian scholar (who published before Sitchin’s work came forward) believed the tablet information derived from the contributions of the Sumerians themselves. These contributions include the development and use of written script, kilns for baking clay (used for building structures), perfection of culinary arts from wide varieties of plants and domesticated animals, and the many “firsts” of civilized society—schools (teaching language, writing, and science), law codes, a bicameral congress, study of cosmogony and cosmology, astronomy, literary debates, and the study and practice of medicine, as well as the search for world peace and harmony.5

      Sitchin, however, realized that it was not the Sumerians who developed the many civilizing features, but the Nefilim who gave humans these skills and knowledge as “gifts.” Sitchin leans on Kramer’s work to enumerate the scope of the civilizing features described on the tablets. Interestingly, even Kramer, who studied a plethora of tablets over many years, did not recognize the modern space-age implications held in those records.

      Another important contribution made by Sitchin brought to our attention the link between the tablets—the record of an ancient history—and information laid out in the Bible. He explains this comparison source by telling us: “Since the biblical story of Creation, like the other tales of beginnings in Genesis, stems from Sumerian origins . . . the biblical tale is but an edited version of the Sumerian reports.”6 Identifying the Sumerian material as the source of the Bible’s first book lends credibility to the historical truth of the Bible.

      Why, then, were Sitchin’s findings different from the tablet explanations already found in print? It is important to keep in mind that the redactions and translations of the cuneiform tablets first came into public view at the end of the nineteenth and early in the twentieth centuries, such as in the work by Rawlinson in 1861, King in 1896, Langdon in 1909, and other early scholars.

      In Sitchin’s ninety-year life-span, the world witnessed the birth of all of the achievements that give modern society its everyday and advanced technologies, and also its ever-expanding array of space technologies and newly developed scientific information. The technology array that emerged in Sitchin’s lifetime includes a range of phenomena like airplanes supporting human flight, rockets and space vehicles that take people off this planet and into orbit, and space technology that can gather data from the edge of our solar system and beyond. In his later life Sitchin also saw the development of technology that can scan the outer reaches of our universe, and in his last few years, he witnessed plans to send humans to Mars.

      It is important to realize that none of these technologically based space-oriented capabilities and their underlying concepts were even dreamed of when the first scholars struggled to understand the messages of space travel embedded in the ancient clay tablets. These ancient travelers were using technologies the world’s modern societies only recently have invented. It was Sitchin’s space-age perspective and astuteness that allowed him to understand what the early Sumerian scholars could not even see in the source material because they were born too soon.

      
        [image: image]
      

      
        Fig. I.1. Tablet VII from the Tablets of Creation (Enuma Elish) depicting cuneiform script.
      

      When those scholars encountered tablet stories telling of beings using machines that could fly above Earth’s surface with no restriction from gravity, or that a crew of spacemen encircled Earth in a spacecraft—allowing the astronauts on board to communicate back to Earth—such discussions would have been considered science fiction, insane fantasy, some sort of magical or imaginative thinking, or even prayers to an unseen heavenly entity. That the records discussed weapons that “zapped” targets (people) with a penetrating beam that brought death certainly is realistic in the twenty-first century, but described on artifacts surviving from around 2024 BCE? Such content was more than fantastic; it was unbelievable. So the scholars did the best they could—they called all this type of information myth.

      When Sitchin laid out the details he uncovered in his research, he was fully aware that his findings seriously departed from what had been published previously. He knew that he was treading on “unplowed ground” with his interpretations, so he carefully calculated the reaction that would ensue if—and when—he decided to publish his findings.

      
        Sitchin’s Courage to Publish

        After years of intensive study, when Sitchin decided to publish the findings he derived from his analysis of these ancient materials, he revealed his considerable intellectual bravery. Sitchin had worked through thousands of clay tablets, journeying to museum collections in the Near East, Europe, and in the Americas, to study them with his own eyes. Through his work as a journalist in Palestine during WWII, he had developed superb organizational writing abilities, which he used to identify a first array of topics that he judged to be the most notable. In stepping into the book-publishing arena with his first book, The 12th Planet, he made good use of his well-honed journalistic skills. He knew the importance of using sources to support his research findings, so he carefully documented his text with the numerous sources he had worked through. However, his publishers forced him to reduce the number of references he originally prepared to include in that publication. These advisors believed that readers would be overwhelmed with a large amount of documentation, so Sitchin included only those sources that he deemed to be essential, those sources absolutely needed to ground his discussion.

        That first book, published in 1976, proved to be a ground-breaking volume. The cover had this sentence printed on it: “Astonishing documentary evidence of Earth’s celestial ancestors.” With that sentence he tipped his hand as to the book’s main contribution, and it attracted a global readership of those who were curious about the implications of that subtitle. The UFO crash in New Mexico in 1947 had raised the possibility of beings from another planet coming to (or near) Earth, and that UFO event inadvertently set the stage for Sitchin’s discussions. In one sense, it was a precursor to Sitchin’s first book in that it paved the way to the idea of “visitors from outer space.”

        In setting out information that probed previously uncharted territory, Sitchin made an important point in his “Author’s Note” on the opening page of The 12th Planet:

        The rendering of Sumerian, Assyrian, Babylonian, and Hittite texts has engaged a legion of scholars for more than a century. Decipherment of script and language was followed by transcribing, transliterating, and finally translating. In many instances, it was possible to choose between differing translations or interpretations only by verifying the much earlier transcriptions and translations. In other instances, a late insight by a contemporary scholar could throw a new light on an early translation.7

        I think Sitchin was referring to himself in that last sentence. As his research efforts probed deeper and covered an ever-widening scope of ancient and modern sources, he confirmed his early intuition that there was something else to uncover when he saw more and more clues of space travel discussed in the tablets.

        He interpreted one sequence of Sumerian tablet records known as the Enuma Elish*14 as telling (in a unique ancient style) of the existence and orbital behavior of another planet belonging to our solar system, which returns from deep space to orbit our sun approximately every 3,600 years. Further, Sitchin found that this other planet was—and still is—inhabited and those inhabitants were the ones who “came down” to Earth. They were the world’s first astronauts, although that label was not the way they thought of themselves.

        The information Sitchin uncovered from his own reading and translation of the cuneiform script was that these first settlers came in space vehicles to obtain gold and that they used advanced space technology to transship the gold they found here back to their planet. They had an environmental need for this substance; in pulverized form it was needed to preserve their planet’s diminishing atmosphere. Sitchin’s discovery gave us an understanding of humanity’s passion for one of Earth’s most precious resources—gold. Our need for gold is economic; perhaps its monetary value in modern society derives from this long-forgotten and very ancient environmental need.
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