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How to Use This Book

Learning Tips

Verbs are where the action is! This self-teaching book of 501 commonly used French verbs for students and travelers gives you easy access to verbs and their correct forms. You will master French verb forms if you study this book for a few minutes each day, especially the pages in the front section of the book—before the alphabetical listing of 501 verbs.

Reference Tips

Alphabetical Listing

The 501 verbs are arranged alphabetically by infinitive. You can find the ­infinitive listed at the top of each page, starting on page 65.

Verb numbers

Each of the 501 verbs has been assigned a number. Those numbers can be found at the top of each of the 501 verb pages. Remember to refer to those verb ­numbers, not page numbers, when you use the indexes at the back of the book.

Synonyms and Antonyms

At the bottom of each of the 501 verb pages, you will find synonyms and antonyms along with verb numbers. These will help you find a model verb that is conjugated in the same way.

Defective and Impersonal Verbs

Some verbs, such as neiger (to snow), are not used in all the persons (I, you, we, etc.). You can find these verbs in a separate section immediately after the main listing, beginning on page 623. In other words, this book contains more than 501 fully conjugated verbs!

English-French Verb Index

Toward the back of the book, beginning on page 648, is a list of English verbs. If you can’t remember the French verb that you need, use this list to find it. Then use the verb number (in parentheses) to find a model verb that is conjugated the same way. If no verb number is shown, the French verb you need is in the main listing.

Index of Over 2,800 Additional Verbs Keyed to Listing of 501 French Verbs

At the end of the book, beginning on page 677, you will find a list of over 2,800 French verbs. These are conjugated like the model verbs in the main list of 501 verbs. Just use the verb number or numbers (in parentheses) to find a model verb that is conjugated in the same way as the verb that you want to use.


Study Tips

The front section of 501 French Verbs has a wealth of information to help you study the formation and usage of French verbs. If you have a particular need, you can find the topic in the table of contents. The following describes a few of the most common sections that students use.


	Present and Past Participles in French—Formation This section will help you learn the formation of both regular and irregular present and past participles.


	Derivation of Tenses Once you are comfortable with conjugating avoir (verb 62) in the simple tenses, you will be able to form any compound tense simply by adding the past participle of avoir. For example, j’ai + parlé (the past participle of parler) = j’ai parlé / I have spoken.


	Sample English Verb Conjugation After you study this section, you will have a clearer idea of the equivalent tense that you need in French.


	A Summary of French Verb Tenses and Moods This section summarizes all fourteen tenses in French and includes their English equivalents. A number is assigned to each tense to help you compare the verb forms and find them in the main listing. For example, Tense Number 2 is the imperfect indicative (l’imparfait de l’indicatif).


	The Subjunctive The subjunctive mood is explained, along with the expressions that require it.


	Definitions of Basic Grammatical Terms with Examples Many students who study a foreign language have problems because they do not understand ­certain grammar terms used by their instructors or in reference books. This ­section will help you understand these grammar terms.




We encourage you to use 501 French Verbs not only as a reference but also as a learning tool to help you gain better fluency in French. We sincerely hope that this new edition will set you on the path toward that goal.



§1 Present and Past Participles in French—Formation

§1.1 Formation of the Present Participle in French

The present participle is regularly formed in the following way. Take the nous form of the present indicative of the verb you have in mind, drop the ending -ons, and add -ant. That ending is the equivalent to -ing in English. Examples:

[image: img]


§1.2 Common Irregular Present Participles

The three common irregular present participles are: ayant from avoir; étant from être; sachant from savoir.

§1.3 Formation of the Past Participle in French

The past participle is regularly formed from the infinitive:

-er ending verbs, drop the -er and add é:  donner, donné

-ir ending verbs, drop the -ir and add i:  finir, fini

-re ending verbs, drop the -re and add u:  vendre, vendu

§1.4 Common Irregular Past Participles




	INFINITIF
	PARTICIPE PASSÉ





	apprendre
	appris



	asseoir
	assis



	avoir
	eu



	boire
	bu



	comprendre
	compris



	conduire
	conduit



	connaître
	connu



	construire
	construit



	courir
	couru



	couvrir
	couvert



	craindre
	craint



	croire
	cru



	devenir
	devenu



	devoir
	dû, due



	dire
	dit



	écrire
	écrit



	être
	été



	faire
	fait



	falloir
	fallu



	lire
	lu



	mettre
	mis



	mourir
	mort



		naître
	né



		offrir
	offert



		ouvrir
	ouvert



		paraître
	paru



		permettre
	permis



		plaire
	plu



		pleuvoir
	plu



		pouvoir
	pu



		prendre
	pris



		promettre
	promis



		recevoir
	reçu



		revenir
	revenu



		rire
	ri



		savoir
	su



		suivre
	suivi



		taire
	tu



		tenir
	tenu



		valoir
	valu



		venir
	venu



		vivre
	vécu



		voir
	vu



		vouloir
	voulu





§2 Derivation of Tenses: Verbs Conjugated with avoir and être

Verbs Conjugated with avoir





	INFINITIF
	PARTICIPE
PRÉSENT
	PARTICIPE PASSÉ
	PRÉSENT DE
L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ SIMPLE



	donner
	donnant
	donné
	je donne
	je donnai



	FUTUR
	IMPARFAIT
DE
L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ COMPOSÉ
	PRÉSENT DE
L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ SIMPLE



	donnerai

	donnais

	
ai donné
	donne

	donnai




	donneras

	donnais

	
as donné
	donnes

	donnas




	donnera

	donnait

	
a donné
	donne

	donna




	donnerons

	donnions

	
avons donné
	donnons

	donnâmes




	donnerez

	donniez

	
avez donné
	donnez

	donnâtes




	donneront

	donnaient

	
ont donné
	donnent

	donnèrent




	CONDITIONNEL
	 
	PLUS-QUE-PARFAIT
DE L’INDICATIF
	 IMPÉRATIF
	IMPARFAIT
DU
 SUBJONCTIF



	donnerais

	
	
avais donné
	donne

	donnasse




	donnerais

	
	
avais donné
	donnons

	donnasses




	donnerait

	
	
avait donné
	donnez

	donnât




	donnerions

	
	
avions donné
	
	donnassions




	donneriez

	
	
aviez donné
	PRÉSENT DU SUBJONCTIF
	donnassiez




	donneraient

	
	
avaient donné
	
	donnassent




	
	
	
	donne

	



	
	
	PASSÉ ANTÉRIEUR
	donnes

	



	
	
	
eus donné
	donne

	



	
	
	
eus donné
	donnions

	



	
	
	
eut donné
	donniez

	



	
	
	
eûmes donné
	donnent

	



	
	
	
eûtes donné
	
	



	
	
	
eurent donné
	
	



	









Verbs Conjugated with être







	INFINITIF
	PARTICIPE PRÉSENT
	PARTICIPE PASSÉ
	PRÉSENT DE L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ SIMPLE



	arriver
	arrivant
	arrivé
	j’arrive
	j’arrivai



	FUTUR
	IMPARFAIT DE L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ COMPOSÉ
	PRÉSENT DE L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ SIMPLE



	arriverai

	
	
suis arrivé(e)
	
	arrivai




	arriveras

	arrivais

	
es arrivé(e)
	arrive

	arrivas




	arrivera

	arrivais

	
est arrivé(e)
	arrives

	arriva




	arriverons

	arrivait

	
sommes arrivé(e)s
	arrive

	arrivâmes




	arriverez

	arrivions

	
êtes arrivé(e)(s)
	arrivons

	arrivâtes




	arriveront

	arriviez

	
sont arrivé(e)s
	arrivez

	arrivèrent




	
	arrivaient

	
	arrivent

	



	CONDITIONNEL
	 
	PLUS-QUE-PARFAIT DE L’INDICATIF
	IMPÉRATIF
	IMPARFAIT DU SUBJONCTIF



	arriverais

	
	
étais arrivé(e)
	arrive

	arrivasse




	arriverais

	
	
étais arrivé(e)
	arrivons

	arrivasses




	arriverait

	
	
était arrivé(e)
	arrivez

	arrivât




	arriverions

	
	
étions arrivé(e)s
	
	arrivassions




	arriveriez

	
	
étiez arrivé(e)(s)
	PRÉSENT DU SUBJONCTIF
	arrivassiez




	arriveraient

	
	
étaient arrivé(e)s
	
	arrivassent




	
	
	
	arrive

	



	
	
	PASSÉ ANTÉRIEUR
	arrives

	



	
	
	
	arrive

	



	
	
	
	arrivent

	



	
	
	
fus arrivé(e)
	arrivions




	
	
	
fus arrivé(e)
	arriviez

	



	
	
	
fut arrivé(e)
	arrive

	



	
	
	
	
fûmes arrivé(e)s
	



	
	
	
	
fûtes arrivé(e)(s)
	



	
	
	
	
furent arrivé(e)s
	



	









§3 Verbs Conjugated with avoir or être to Form a Compound Tense


	(a) Generally speaking, a French verb is conjugated with avoir to form a compound tense.


	(b) All reflexive verbs, for example, se laver, are conjugated with être.


	(c) The following is a list of common nonreflexive verbs that are conjugated with être. The verbs marked with asterisks (*) are conjugated with avoir when used with a direct object.







	
aller  to go

Elle est allée au cinéma.



	
arriver  to arrive

Elle est arrivée à une heure.



	
*descendre  to go down, come down

Elle est descendue vite.  She came down quickly.

BUT: *Elle a descendu la valise.  She brought down the suitcase.



	
devenir  to become

Elle est devenue docteur.



	
entrer  to enter, go in, come in

Elle est entrée dans l’école. She entered the school.

BUT: *Elle a entré la clé dans la serrure.  She put the key in the lock.



	
*monter  to go up, come up

Elle est montée vite.  She went up quickly.

BUT: *Elle a monté l’escalier.  She went up the stairs.



	
mourir  to die

Elle est morte hier.



	
naître  to be born

Elle est née hier.



	
partir  to leave

Elle est partie vite.



	
*passer  to go by, to pass by

Elle est passée chez moi.  She came by my house.

BUT: *Elle m’a passé le sel.  She passed me the salt.

AND: *Elle a passé un examen.  She took an exam.



	
*rentrer  to go in again, to return (home)

Elle est rentrée tôt.  She returned home early.

BUT: *Elle a rentré le chat dans la maison.  She brought (took) the cat into the house.



	
rester  to remain, to stay

Elle est restée chez elle.



	
*retourner  to return, to go back

Elle est retournée à sa place.

	Quand Jean a retourné la pierre, il a trouvé ses clés. When John turned over the stone, he found his keys.



	
revenir  to come back

Elle est revenue hier.



	
*sortir  to go out

Elle est sortie hier soir.  She went out last night.

BUT: *Elle a sorti son mouchoir.  She took out her handkerchief.



	
tomber  to fall

Elle est tombée.



	
venir  to come

Elle est venue ce matin.





While studying the passé composé, it may be helpful to break the list of verbs that use être as a helping verb into smaller groups. Here is one useful way. When you look at the first letter of each group, you will see REM NAP spelled out. You may come up with another grouping that works for you. Notice that the following groups or pairs of verbs are related in some way. As you study, break the information into smaller bits that are easier for you to remember.

Retourner/Partir/Arriver (to return / to leave / to arrive)

Entrer-Rentrer/Sortir (to enter / to go back in / to go out)

Monter/Descendre/Tomber (to go up / to go down / to fall)

Naître/Mourir (to be born / to die)

Aller/Venir-Devenir-Revenir (to go / to come + some verbs based on venir)

Passer/Rester (to pass or to go by / to stay)

Remember that when être is used as the helping verb, the past participle agrees in gender and number with the subject, just as you would make an adjective agree with the noun or pronoun that it modifies:

Il est grand. / Elle est grande. He is tall. / She is tall.

Il est parti. / Elle est partie. He left. OR: He has left. / She left. OR: She has left. (Review partir, verb 327.)





§4 Principal Parts of Some Important Verbs

(Les Temps primitifs de quelques verbes importants)

The principal parts of a verb are very important to know because from them you can easily form all the tenses. See the previous pages where two tables are given, one showing the derivation of tenses of a verb conjugated with avoir and the other with être. Note that the headings at the top of each column are the same as the following headings.




	INFINITIF
	PARTICIPE PRÉSENT
	PARTICIPE PASSÉ
	PRÉSENT DE L’INDICATIF
	PASSÉ SIMPLE





	aller
	allant
	allé
	je vais
	j’allai



	avoir
	ayant
	eu
	j’ai
	j’eus



	battre
	battant
	battu
	je bats
	je battis



	boire
	buvant
	bu
	je bois
	je bus



	craindre
	craignant
	craint
	je crains
	je craignis



	croire
	croyant
	cru
	je crois
	je crus



	devoir
	devant
	dû, due
	je dois
	je dus



	dire
	disant
	dit
	je dis
	je dis



	écrire
	écrivant
	écrit
	j’écris
	j’écrivis



	être
	étant
	été
	je suis
	je fus



	faire
	faisant
	fait
	je fais
	je fis



	lire
	lisant
	lu
	je lis
	je lus



	mettre
	mettant
	mis
	je mets
	je mis



	mourir
	mourant
	mort
	je meurs
	je mourus



	naître
	naissant
	né
	je nais
	je naquis



	ouvrir
	ouvrant
	ouvert
	j’ouvre
	j’ouvris



	porter
	portant
	porté
	je porte
	je portai



	pouvoir
	pouvant
	pu
	je peux or je puis
	je pus



	prendre
	prenant
	pris
	je prends
	je pris



	recevoir
	recevant
	reçu
	je reçois
	je reçus



	savoir
	sachant
	su
	je sais
	je sus



	venir
	venant
	venu
	je viens
	je vins



	vivre
	vivant
	vécu
	je vis
	je vécus



	voir
	voyant
	vu
	je vois
	je vis



	voler
	volant
	volé
	je vole
	je volai






Tip

In the present indicative (présent de l’indicatif) and the simple past (passé simple) columns above, only the 1st person singular (je) forms are given just to get you started. If you cannot recall the remaining verb forms in the présent de l’indicatif and the passé simple of the verbs listed above in the first column under infinitive (infinitif), please practice them by looking them up in this book, where the infinitive form of the verb is listed alphabetically at the top of each page from verb 1 to 501. When you find a verb form, say it aloud while you practice writing it in French. This is a very useful exercise to do.



§5 Sample English Verb Conjugation




	
INFINITIVE  to go—aller

	 



	
PRESENT PARTICIPLE  going

	          PAST PARTICIPLE  gone









	Tense No.
	
	The Seven Simple Tenses



	1 Present
   indicative
	
	I go, you go, he (she, it) goes;
we go, you go, they go



	
	or:
	I do go, you do go, he (she, it) does go; we do go, you do go, they do go



	
	or:
	I am going, you are going, he (she, it) is going; we are going, you are going, they are going



	2 Imperfect
   indicative
	
	I was going, you were going, he (she, it) was going;
 we were going, you were going, they were going



	
	or:
	I went, you went, he (she, it) went;
 we went, you went, they went



	
	or:
	I used to go, you used to go, he (she, it) used to go;
 we used to go, you used to go, they used to go



	3 Simple past (Passé simple)
	
	I went, you went, he (she, it) went;
we went, you went, they went



	
	or:
	I did go, you did go, he (she, it) did go;
 we did go, you did go, they did go



	4 Future
	
	I shall (will) go, you will go, he (she, it) will go;
 we shall (will) go, you will go, they will go



	5 Conditional
	
	I would go, you would go, he (she, it) would go;
 we would go, you would go, they would go



	6 Present subjunctive
	
	that I may go, that you may go, that he (she, it) may go;
 that we may go, that you may go, that they may go



	7 Imperfect subjunctive
	
	that I might go, that you might go, that he (she, it) might go;
 that we might go, that you might go, that they might go








	Tense No.
	
	The Seven Compound Tenses



	8 Compound past (Passé
   composé)
	
	I have gone, you have gone, he (she, it) has gone;
 we have gone, you have gone, they have gone



	
	or:
	I went, you went, he (she, it) went;
 we went, you went, they went



	
	or:
	I did go, you did go, he (she, it) did go;
 we did go, you did go, they did go



	9 Pluperfect or Past perfect
   indicative
	
	I had gone, you had gone, he (she, it) had gone;
 we had gone, you had gone, they had gone



	10 Past anterior
	
	I had gone, you had gone, he (she, it) had gone;
 we had gone, you had gone, they had gone



	11 Future perfect or Future
     anterior
	
	I shall (will) have gone, you will have gone, he (she, it) will have gone;
 we shall (will) have gone, you will have gone, they will have gone



	12 Conditional perfect
	
	I would have gone, you would have gone,
 he (she, it) would have gone;
 we would have gone, you would have gone,
 they would have gone



	13 Past subjunctive
	
	that I may have gone, that you may have gone,
 that he (she, it) may have gone;
 that we may have gone, that you may have gone,
 that they may have gone



	14 Pluperfect or Past perfect
     subjunctive
	
	that I might have gone, that you might have gone,
 that he (she, it) might have gone;
 that we might have gone, that you might have gone,
 that they might have gone



	   Imperative (Command)

	
	Go! (sing.)
Let’s go!
Go! (pl.)





§6 A Summary of French Verb Tenses and Moods

A verb is where the action is! A verb is a word that expresses an action (like go, eat, write) or a state of being (like think, believe, be). Tense means time. French and English verb tenses are divided into three main groups of time: past, present, and future. A verb tense shows if an action or a state of being took place, is taking place, or will take place.

French and English verbs are also used in three moods (or modes). Mood has to do with the way a person regards an action or a state. For example, a person may merely make a statement or ask a question—this is the indicative mood, which we use most of the time in French and English. A person may say that he would do something if something else were possible or that he would have done something if something else had been possible—this is the conditional tense. A person may use a verb in such a way to indicate a wish, a fear, a regret, a ­supposition, or something of this sort—this is the subjunctive mood. The ­subjunctive mood is used in French much more than in English. A person may ­command that something be done—this is the imperative mood. (There is also the infinitive mood, but we are not concerned with that here.)

There are six tenses in English: present, past, future, present perfect, past ­perfect, and future perfect. The first three are simple tenses. The other three are compound tenses and are based on the simple tenses. In French, however, there are fourteen tenses, seven of which are simple and seven of which are compound.

In the pages that follow, the tenses and moods are given in French and the equivalent name or names in English are given in parentheses. Each tense name has been numbered for easy reference and recognition. Although some of the names given in English are not considered to be tenses (there are only six), they are given for the purpose of identification as they are related to the French names. The comparison includes only the essential points you need to know about the meanings and uses of French verb tenses and moods as related to English usage.

The examples serve to illustrate their meanings and uses. See page 20 for the formation of the seven simple tenses for regular verbs.

§6.1 The Seven Simple Tenses

Tense No. 1  Le présent de l’indicatif

                    (present indicative)

This tense is used most of the time in French and English. It indicates:

(a) An action or a state of being at the present time.

EXAMPLES:

1. Je vais à l’école maintenant. I am going to school now.

2. Je pense; donc, je suis. I think; therefore, I am.

(b) Habitual action.

EXAMPLES:

1. Je vais à la bibliothéque tous les jours.

2. I go to the library every day, or I do go to the library every day.

(c) A general truth, something that is permanently true.

EXAMPLES:

1. Deux et deux font quatre. Two and two are four.

2. Voir c’est croire. Seeing is believing.

(d) Vividness when talking or writing about past events. This is called the historical present.

EXAMPLE:

Marie-Antoinette est condamnée à mort. Elle monte dans la charrette et est en route pour la guillotine.

Marie-Antoinette is condemned to death. She gets into the cart and is on her way to the guillotine.

(e) A near future.

EXAMPLE:

Mon frère arrive demain. My brother arrives tomorrow.

(f) An action or state of being that occurred in the past and continues up to the present. In English, this tense is the present perfect, which is formed with the present tense of to have (have or has) plus the past participle of the verb you are using.

EXAMPLES:

1. Je suis ici depuis dix minutes.

I have been here for ten minutes. (I am still here at present.)

2. Elle est malade depuis trois jours.

She has been sick for three days. (She is still sick at present.)

3. J’attends l’autobus depuis dix minutes.

I have been waiting for the bus for ten minutes.

NOTE: In this last example, the formation of the English verb tense is slightly different from the other two examples in English. The present participle (waiting) is used instead of the past participle (waited).

NOTE ALSO: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 20.

Tense No. 2  L’imparfait de l’indicatif

                    (imperfect indicative)

This is a past tense. It is used to indicate:

(a) An action that was going on in the past at the same time as another action.

EXAMPLE:

Il lisait pendant que j’écrivais. He was reading while I was writing.

(b) An action that was going on in the past when another action occurred.

EXAMPLE:

Il lisait quand je suis entré. He was reading when I came in.

(c) An action that a person did habitually in the past.

EXAMPLE:

Nous allions à la plage tous les jours. We used to go to the beach every day.

OR:

We would go to the beach every day.

(d) A description of a mental or physical condition in the past.

EXAMPLES:




	(mental condition)
	
Il était triste quand je l’ai vu.

He was sad when I saw him.





	(physical condition)
	
Quand ma mère était jeune, elle était belle.

When my mother was young, she was beautiful.







(e) An action or a state of being that occurred in the past and lasted for a certain length of time prior to another past action. In English, it is usually translated as a pluperfect tense and is formed with had been plus the present participle of the verb you are using. It is like the special use of the présent de l’indicatif described in the above section (Tense No. 1) in paragraph (f), except that the action or state of being no longer exists at present.

EXAMPLE:

J’attendais l’autobus depuis dix minutes quand il est arrivé.

I had been waiting for the bus for ten minutes when it arrived.

NOTE: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 20.

Tense No. 3  Le passé simple 

                    (past definite or simple past)

This past tense is not ordinarily used in conversational French or in informal writing. It is a literary tense. It is used in formal writing, such as history and literature. You should be able merely to recognize this tense when you see it in your French readings. It should be noted that French writers use the passé simple less and less these days. The passé composé (Tense No. 8) is taking its place in literature, except for avoir and être, which you must know in this tense.

EXAMPLES:

(a) Il alla en Afrique. He went to Africa.

(b) Il voyagea en Amérique. He traveled to America.

(c) Elle fut heureuse. She was happy.

(d) Elle eut un grand bonheur. She had great happiness.

NOTE: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 20.

Tense No. 4  Le futur 

                    (future)

In French and English, this tense is used to express an action or a state of being that will take place at some time in the future.

EXAMPLES:

(a) J’irai en France l’été prochain.

I shall go to France next summer.

OR:

I will go to France next summer.

(b) J’y penserai.

I shall think about it.

OR:

I will think about it.

(c) Je partirai dès qu’il arrivera.

I shall leave as soon as he arrives

(d) Je te dirai tout quand tu seras ici.

I shall tell you all when you are here.

If the action of the verb you are using is not past or present and if future time is implied, the future tense is used when the clause begins with any of the following conjunctions: aussitôt que (as soon as), dès que (as soon as), quand (when), lorsque (when), and tant que (as long as).

NOTE: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 20.

Another way to express the future is le futur proche (the near future). As one may guess, the futur proche is used when talking about something that will take place in the near future. In French, the near future is formed by using aller with the infinitive of the verb that you want to use. In English, you use to go with the infinitive of the verb that you want to use. See also page 39 and aller (verb 29, page 32).

Demain, je vais acheter un ordinateur.

Tomorrow, I am going to buy a computer.

Nous allons manger en ville.

We are going to eat downtown.

Tense No. 5  Le conditionnel présent

                    (conditional)

The conditional is used in French and English to express:

(a) An action that you would do if something else were possible.

EXAMPLE:

Je ferais le travail si j’avais le temps.

I would do the work if I had the time.

(b) A conditional desire. This is the conditional of courtesy in French.

EXAMPLES:

J’aimerais du thé. I would like some tea.

Je voudrais du café. I would like some coffee.

(c) An obligation or a duty.

EXAMPLE:

Je devrais étudier pour l’examen. I should study for the examination.

OR: I ought to study for the examination.

NOTE (1): The French verb devoir plus the infinitive is used to express the idea of should when you mean ought to.

NOTE (2): When the conditional of the verb pouvoir is used in French, it is translated into English as could or would be able.

EXAMPLE:

Je pourrais venir après le dîner. I could come after dinner.

OR: I would be able to come after dinner.

NOTE: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 20.

Tense No. 6  Le présent du subjonctif 

                    (present subjunctive)

The subjunctive mood is used in French much more than in English. It is disappearing in English, except for the following major uses:

(a) The subjunctive is used in French and English to express a command.

EXAMPLE:

Soyez à l’heure! Be on time!

NOTE: In English, the form in the subjunctive applies mainly to the verb to be. Also note that all verbs in French are not in the subjunctive when expressing a command. See l’impératif on pages 18–19.

(b) The subjunctive is commonly used in English to express a condition that is contrary to fact.

EXAMPLE:

If I were you, I would not do it.

NOTE: In French, the subjunctive is not used in this instance. Instead, the imparfait de l’indicatif is used if what precedes is si (if). Same example in French: Si j’étais vous, je ne le ferais pas.

(c) The present subjunctive is used in French and English after a verb that expresses some kind of insistence, preference, or suggestion.

EXAMPLES:

1. Je préfère qu’il fasse le travail maintenant. I prefer that he do the work now.

2. J’exige qu’il soit puni. I demand that he be punished.

(d) The subjunctive is used in French after a verb that expresses doubt, fear, joy, sorrow, or some other emotion. Notice in the following examples that the subjunctive is not used in English but it is in French.

EXAMPLES:

1. Je doute qu’il vienne.

I doubt that he is coming. OR: I doubt that he will come.

2. Je suis heureux qu’il vienne.

I’m happy that he is coming.

3. Je regrette qu’il soit malade.

I’m sorry that he is sick.

4. J’ai peur qu’il ne soit malade.

I’m afraid that he is sick.

NOTE: After a verb that expresses fear (used in the affirmative), you should add ne before the verb that is in the subjunctive. If the statement is negative, do not add ne.

(e) The present subjunctive is used in French after certain conjunctions. Notice, however, that the subjunctive is not always used in English.

EXAMPLES:

1. Je resterai jusqu’à ce qu’il vienne.

I shall stay until he comes.

2. Quoiqu’elle soit belle, il ne l’aime pas.

Although she is beautiful, he does not love her.

3. Je l’explique pour qu’elle comprenne.

I’m explaining it so that she may understand.

4. Je partirai à moins qu’il ne vienne.

I shall leave unless he comes.

NOTE: After a verb that expresses the possibility of an obstacle (or of a precaution), you may add ne before the verb that is in the subjunctive.

(f) The present subjunctive is used in French after certain impersonal expressions that show a need, doubt, possibility, or impossibility. Notice, however, that the subjunctive is not always used in English in the following examples:

1. Il est urgent qu’il vienne.

It is urgent that he come.

2. Il vaut mieux qu’il vienne.

It is better that he come.

3. Il est possible qu’il vienne.

It is possible that he will come.

4. Il est douteux qu’il vienne.

It is doubtful that he will come.

5. Il est nécessaire qu’il vienne.

It is necessary that he come. OR: He must come.

6. Il faut qu’il vienne.

It is necessary that he come. OR: He must come.

7. Il est important que vous fassiez le travail.

It is important that you do the work.

8. Il est indispensable qu’elle fasse le travail.

It is required that she do the work.

NOTE: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 20.

See also the note about the subjunctive, which begins on page 24.

Tense No. 7 L’imparfait du subjonctif 

                    (imperfect subjunctive)

L’imparfait du subjonctif is used for the same reasons as the présent du subjonctif—that is, after certain verbs, conjunctions, and impersonal expressions that were used in examples above under the section, le présent du subjonctif. The main ­difference between these two is the time of the action. If present, use the présent du ­subjonctif (Tense No. 6). If the action is related to the past, the imparfait du subjonctif (this tense) is used, provided that the action was not completed. If the action was completed, the plus-que-parfait du subjonctif is used. See below under the section ­plus-que-parfait du subjonctif (Tense No. 14).

Since the subjunctive mood is troublesome in French and English, you may be pleased to know that this tense is rarely used in English. It is used in French, ­however, but only in formal writing and in literature. For that reason, you should merely be familiar with it so you can recognize it when you see it in your French ­readings. In conversational French and in informal writing, l’imparfait du subjonctif is ­avoided. Use, instead, the présent du subjonctif.

Notice that the imparfait du subjonctif is used in French in both of the following examples but is used in English only in the second example (b):

EXAMPLES:

(a) Je voulais qu’il vînt. I wanted him to come.

(Action not completed; he did not come although I wanted him to come.)

NOTE: The subjunctive of venir is used because the verb that precedes is one that requires the subjunctive after it—in this example, it is vouloir. In conversational French and informal writing, the imparfait du subjonctif is avoided. Use, instead, the présent du subjonctif: je voulais qu’il vienne.

(b) Je le lui expliquais pour qu’elle le comprît.

I was explaining it to her so that she might understand it.

(Action not completed; the understanding was not completed at the time of the explaining.)

NOTE: The subjunctive of comprendre is used because the conjunction that precedes is one that requires the subjunctive after it—in this example, it is pour que. In conversational French and informal writing, the imparfait du subjonctif is avoided. Use, instead, the présent du subjonctif: Je le lui expliquais pour qu’elle le comprenne.

NOTE: For the formation of this tense for regular verbs, see page 21.

See also the note about the subjunctive, which begins on page 24.

§6.2 The Seven Compound Tenses

Tense No. 8  Le passé composé 

                    (past indefinite or compound past)

The past tense is used in conversational French, correspondence, and other informal writing. The passé composé is used more and more in literature these days and is taking the place of the passé simple (Tense No. 3). It is a compound tense because it is formed with the présent de l’indicatif (Tense No. 1) of avoir or être (depending on which of these two auxiliaries is required to form a compound tense) plus the past participle. See page 4 for the distinction made between verbs conjugated with avoir or with être.

EXAMPLES:


1. Il est allé à l’école. He went to school.

2. Il est allé à l’école. He did go to school.

3. Il est allé à l’école. He has gone to school.

4. J’ai mangé dans ce restaurant beaucoup de fois.

I have eaten in this restaurant many times.

NOTE: In examples 3 and 4 in English, the verb is formed with the present tense of to have (have or has) plus the past participle of the verb you are using. In English, this form is called the present perfect.

5. J’ai parlé au garçon. I spoke to the boy. OR: I have spoken to the boy.

OR: I did speak to the boy.

Tense No. 9  Le plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif 

                    (pluperfect or past perfect indicative)

In French and English, this tense is used to express an action that happened in the past before another past action. Since it is used in relation to another past action, the other past action is expressed in either the passé composé (Tense No. 8) or the ­imparfait de l’indicatif (Tense No. 2) in French. This tense is used in formal writing and literature as well as in conversational French and informal writing. The correct use of this tense is strictly observed in French. In English, however, too often we neglect to use it correctly. It is a compound tense because it is formed with the imparfait de ­l’indicatif of avoir or être (depending on which of these two auxiliaries is required to form a compound tense) plus the past participle. See page 4 for the distinction made between verbs conjugated with avoir or être. In English, this tense is formed with the past tense of to have (had) plus the past participle of the verb you are using.

EXAMPLES:

(a) Je me suis rappelé que j’avais oublié de le lui dire.

I remembered that I had forgotten to tell him.

NOTE: It would be incorrect in English to say: I remembered that I forgot to tell him. The point here is that first I forgot; then, I remembered. Both actions are in the past. The action that occurred in the past before the other past action is in the pluperfect. In this example, it is I had forgotten (j’avais oublié).

(b) J’avais étudié la leçon que le professeur a expliquée.

I had studied the lesson that the teacher explained.

NOTE: First I studied the lesson; then, the teacher explained it. Both actions are in the past. The action that occurred in the past before the other past action is in the pluperfect. In this example, it is I had studied (j’avais étudié). If you say j’ai étudié la leçon que le professeur avait expliquée, you are saying that you studied the lesson that the teacher had explained. In other words, the teacher explained the lesson first and then you studied it.

(c) J’étais fatigué ce matin parce que je n’avais pas dormi.

I was tired this morning because I had not slept.

Tense No. 10  Le passé antérieur 

                      (past anterior)

This tense is similar to the plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif (Tense No. 9). The main difference is that in French it is a literary tense; that is, it is used in formal writing, such as history and literature. More and more French writers today use the plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif instead of this tense. Generally speaking, the passé antérieur is to the plus-que-parfait what the passé simple is to the passé composé. The passé antérieur is a compound tense. In French, it is formed with the passé simple of avoir or être (depending on which of these two auxiliaries is required to form a compound tense—see page 4) plus the past participle. In English, it is formed in the same way as the pluperfect or past perfect. This tense is ordinarily introduced by conjunctions of time: après que, aussitôt que, dès que, lorsque, quand.

EXAMPLE:

Quand il eut mangé son dessert, il partit. When he had eaten his dessert, he left.

NOTE: In conversational French and informal writing, the plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif is used instead: Quand il avait mangé son dessert, il est parti. The translation into English is the same.

Tense No. 11  Le futur antérieur 

                       (future perfect or future anterior)

In French and English, this tense is used to express an action that will happen in the future before another future action. Since it is used in relation to another future action, the other future action is expressed in the simple future in French but not always in the simple future in English. In French, it is used in conversation and informal writing as well as in formal writing and in literature. It is a compound tense because it is formed with the futur of avoir or être (depending on which of these two auxiliaries is required to form a compound tense—see page 4) plus the past participle of the verb you are using. In English, it is formed by using shall have or will have plus the past participle of the verb you are using.

EXAMPLES:

(a) Elle arrivera demain et j’aurai fini le travail.

She will arrive tomorrow, and I shall have finished the work.

NOTE: First, I shall finish the work; then, she will arrive. The action that will occur in the future before the other future action is in the futur antérieur.

(b) Quand elle arrivera demain, j’aurai fini le travail.

When she arrives tomorrow, I shall have finished the work.

NOTE: The idea of future time here is the same as in example (a) above. In English, the present tense is used (When she arrives . . .) to express a near future. In French, the futur is used (Quand elle arrivera . . .) because quand precedes and the action will take place in the future. Study Tense No. 4 on page 11.

Tense No. 12  Le conditionnel passé 

                       (conditional perfect)

This is used in French and English to express an action that you would have done if something else had been possible; that is, you would have done something on condition that something else had been possible. It is a compound tense because it is formed with the conditionnel présent of avoir or être plus the past participle of the verb you are using. In English, it is formed by using would have plus the past participle. Observe the difference between the following examples and the one given for the use of the ­conditionnel présent, which that was explained and illustrated in Tense No. 5 on page 11.

EXAMPLES:

(a) J’aurais fait le travail si j’avais étudié.

I would have done the work if I had studied.

(b) J’aurais fait le travail si j’avais eu le temps.

I would have done the work if I had had the time.

NOTE: Review the plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif, which was explained above in Tense No. 9, in order to understand the use of if I had studied (si j’avais étudié) and if I had had the time (si j’avais eu le temps).

NOTE FURTHER: The French verb devoir plus the infinitive is used to express the idea of should when you mean ought to. The past participle of devoir is dû. It is conjugated with avoir.

EXAMPLE:

J’aurais dû étudier.

I should have studied. OR: I ought to have studied.

Tense No. 13  Le passé du subjonctif

                       (past or perfect subjunctive)

This tense is used to express an action that took place in the past in relation to the present time. It is like the passé composé except that the auxiliary verb (avoir or être) is in the présent du subjonctif. The subjunctive is used (as was noted in the previous sections of verb tenses in the subjunctive) because what precedes is a certain verb, a certain conjunction, or a certain impersonal expression. The passé du subjonctif is also used in relation to a future time when another action will be completed. This tense is rarely used in English. In French, however, this tense is used in formal writing and in literature as well as in conversational French and informal writing. It is a compound tense because it is formed with the présent du subjonctif of avoir or être as the auxiliary plus the past participle of the verb you are using.

EXAMPLES:

(a) A past action in relation to the present

Il est possible qu’elle soit partie.

It is possible that she may have left. OR: It is possible that she has left.

Je doute qu’il ait fait cela.

I doubt that he did that.

(b) An action that will take place in the future

J’insiste que vous soyez rentré avant dix heures.

I insist that you be back before ten o’clock.

See also the note about the subjunctive, which begins on page 24.

Tense No. 14  Le plus-que-parfait du subjonctif

                       (pluperfect or past perfect subjunctive)

This tense is used for the same reasons as the imparfait du subjonctif (Tense No. 7)—that is, after certain verbs, conjunctions, and impersonal expressions that were used in examples previously under le présent du subjonctif. The main difference between the imparfait du subjonctif and this tense is the time of the action in the past. If the action was not completed, the imparfait du subjonctif is used. If the action was completed, this tense is used. It is rarely used in English. In French, it is used only in formal writing and in literature. For that reason, you should merely be familiar with it so you can recognize it in your readings in French literature. In conversational French and in informal writing, this tense is avoided. Use, instead, the passé du ­subjonctif (Tense No. 13).

This is a compound tense. It is formed by using the imparfait du subjonctif of avoir or être plus the past participle. This tense is like the plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif except that the auxiliary verb (avoir or être) is in the imparfait du subjonctif. Review the uses of the subjunctive mood in Tense No. 6.

EXAMPLES:

(a) Il était possible qu’elle fût partie.

It was possible that she might have left.

NOTE: Avoid this tense in conversational and informal French. Use, instead, le passé du subjonctif:

Il était possible qu’elle soit partie.

(b) Je ne croyais pas qu’elle eût dit cela.

I did not believe that she had said that.

NOTE: Avoid this tense in conversational and informal French. Use, instead, le passé du subjonctif:

Je ne croyais pas qu’elle ait dit cela.

(c) Je n’ai pas cru qu’elle eût dit cela.

I did not believe that she had said that.

NOTE: Avoid this tense in conversational and informal French. Use, instead, le passé du subjonctif:

Je n’ai pas cru qu’elle ait dit cela.

(d) J’ai craint que vous ne fussiez tombé.

I was afraid that you had fallen.

NOTE: Avoid this tense in conversational and informal French. Use, instead, le passé du subjonctif:

J’ai craint que vous ne soyez tombé.

NOTE: After a verb that expresses fear (used in the affirmative), you should add ne before the verb that is in the subjunctive. If the statement is negative, do not add ne.

See also the note about the subjunctive, which begins on page 24.

§6.3 L’impératif

(imperative or command)

The imperative mood is used in French and English to express a command or a request. It is also used to express an indirect request made in the third person, as in (e) and (f) below. In both languages, it is formed by dropping the subject pronoun and using the present tense. Remember that you must drop the final s in the second person singular of an -er verb (Tu danses—Danse!) There are a few exceptions in both languages when the présent du subjonctif is used.

EXAMPLES:

(a) Sortez! Get out!

(b) Entrez! Come in!

(c) Buvons! Let’s drink!

(d) Soyez à l’heure! Be on time! (Subjunctive is used.)

(e) Dieu le veuille! May God grant it! or God willing! (Subjunctive is used.)

(f) Qu’ils mangent du gâteau! Let them eat cake! (Subjunctive is used.)

To form the negative of the imperative, place ne in front of the verb and pas after it, just as you would to put a present indicative sentence in the negative.

(g) Ne parlez pas! Don’t speak!

(h) Ne parle pas! Don’t speak! (As noted above, you must drop the final s in the second person singular of an -er verb.)

(i) Asseyez-vous! Sit down!

(j) Levez-vous! Get up!

(k) Ne vous asseyez pas! Don’t sit down!

(l) Ne vous levez pas! Don’t get up!

(m) Ne te lève pas! Don’t get up! Note that the reflexive pronoun te is used in the negative.

NOTE: The imperative is not a tense. It is a mood.

NOTE FURTHER: If you use a reflexive verb in the imperative, drop the subject pronoun but keep the reflexive pronoun. Examples: Lavez-vous! Wash yourself! Lave-toi! Wash yourself! Note that te becomes toi when it is placed after the verb (with a hyphen). See also examples (i) through (l).

§6.4 Summary of Verb Tenses and Moods in French with English Equivalents




	
Les sept temps simples
The Seven Simple Tenses

	
Les sept temps composés
The Seven Compound Tenses




	






	Tense
 No.
	Tense Name
	
	Tense
 No.
	Tense Name



	






	1
	
Présent de l’indicatif
Present indicative

	
	8
	
Passé composé
Past indefinite or Compound past




	2
	
Imparfait de l’indicatif
Imperfect indicative

	
	9
	
Plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif
Pluperfect indicative




	3
	
Passé simple
Past definite or Simple past

	
	10
	
Passé antérieur
Past anterior




	4
	
Futur
Future

	
	11
	
Futur antérieur
Future perfect




	5
	
Conditionnel
Conditional

	
	12
	
Conditionnel passé
Conditional perfect




	6
	
Présent du subjonctif
Present subjunctive

	
	13
	
Passé du subjonctif
Past subjunctive




	7
	
Imparfait du subjonctif
Imperfect subjunctive

	
	14
	
Plus-que-parfait du subjonctif
Pluperfect subjunctive




	
The imperative is not a tense; it is a mood.







§7 Formation of the Tenses

In French, there are seven simple tenses and seven compound tenses. A simple tense means that the verb form consists of one word. A compound tense is a verb form that consists of two words (the auxiliary verb and the past participle). The auxiliary verb is also called a helping verb, and in French, it is any of the seven simple tenses of avoir or être.

§7.1 Formation of the Seven Simple Tenses for Regular Verbs

Tense No. 1  Présent de l’indicatif

                    (Present indicative)

-er verbs: drop -er and add e, es, e; ons, ez, ent

-ir verbs: drop -ir and add is, is, it; issons, issez, issent

-re verbs: drop -re and add s, s, -; ons, ez, ent

Tense No. 2  Imparfait de l’indicatif

                    (Imperfect indicative)

For -er, -ir, -re verbs, take the “nous” form in the present indicative of the verb you have in mind, drop the ending -ons, and add ais, ais, ait; ions, iez, aient.

Tense No. 3  Passé simple

                    (Past definite or simple past)

For all -er verbs, drop -er and add ai, as, a; âmes, âtes, èrent.

For -ir and -re verbs, drop the ending of the infinitive and add is, is, it; îmes, îtes, irent.

Tense No. 4  Futur

                    (Future)

Add the following endings to the whole infinitive. For -re verbs, though, drop e in -re before adding the future endings, which are ai, as, a; ons, ez, ont. Note that these endings are based on the present indicative of avoir.

Tense No. 5  Conditionnel

                    (Conditional)

Add the following endings to the whole infinitive. For -re verbs, though, drop e in -re before adding the conditional endings, which are ais, ais, ait; ions, iez, aient. Note that these endings are the same as those for the imperfect indicative 
(Tense No. 2).

Tense No. 6  Présent du subjonctif 

                    (Present subjunctive)

Drop the -ant ending of the present participle of the verb you have in mind and add e, es, e; ions, iez, ent.

Tense No. 7  Imparfait du subjonctif 

                    (Imperfect subjunctive)

There is a shortcut to finding the forms of this difficult tense. Go straight to the 3d person, singular, passé simple tense of the verb you have in mind. If the ending is -a, as in parla (parler), drop -a and add -asse, -asses, -ât; -assions, -assiez, -assent. If the ending is -it, as in finit (finir) or vendit (vendre), drop -it and add -isse, -isses, -ît; -issions, -issiez, -issent. If you find the ending -ut, as in many irregular -re verbs (lire/lut), drop -ut and add -usse, -usses, -ût; -ussions, -ussiez, -ussent. Note the accent mark (ˆ) on -ât, -ît, and -ût.

NOTE:

(a) For the forms of irregular verbs, e.g., avoir, être, faire, aller, and many others, turn to the page where the verb you have in mind is given in this book. All verbs are listed alphabetically at the top of each page.

(b) For the uses of the seven simple tenses, see pages 9–14.

(c) For the formation of the seven compound tenses and their uses, see pages 14–19 and the section below.

§7.2 Formation of the Seven Compound Tenses

An Easy Way to Form the Seven Compound Tenses in French

[image: ]

Each compound tense is based on each simple tense. The fourteen tenses listed above are arranged in a logical order, which is numerical.

Here is how you form each of the seven compound tenses:

Tense No. 8 is based on Tense No. 1 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the passé composé by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the présent de l’indicatif plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: j’ai parlé; je suis allé(e).

 

Tense No. 9 is based on Tense No. 2 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the imparfait de l’indicatif plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: j’avais parlé; j’étais allé(e).

 

Tense No. 10 is based on Tense No. 3 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the passé antérieur by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the passé simple plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: j’eus parlé; je fus allé(e).

 

Tense No. 11 is based on Tense No. 4 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the futur antérieur by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the futur plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: j’aurai parlé; je serai allé(e).

 

Tense No. 12 is based on Tense No. 5 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the conditionnel passé by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the conditionnel plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: ­j’aurais parlé; je serais allé(e).

 

Tense No. 13 is based on Tense No. 6 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the passé du subjonctif by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the présent du subjonctif plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: que j’aie parlé; que je sois allé(e). This tense is like the passé composé (Tense No. 8) except that the auxiliary verb avoir or être is in the present subjunctive.

 

Tense No. 14 is based on Tense No. 7 of avoir or être; in other words, you form the plus-que-parfait du subjonctif by using the auxiliary avoir or être (whichever is appropriate) in the imparfait du subjonctif plus the past participle of the verb you have in mind. Examples: que j’eusse parlé; que je fusse allé(e).

 

If you ever expect to know or even recognize the meaning of any of the seven compound tenses or to know how to form them, you certainly have to know avoir (verb 62) and être (verb 211) in the seven simple tenses. This is one perfect example to illustrate that learning French verb forms is a cumulative experience. Once you know avoir and être in the seven simple tenses, it is fairly easy to form the seven compound tenses.

To know which verbs are conjugated with avoir or être to form the seven compound tenses, see page 4. To understand the uses of the seven simple ­tenses, see pages 9–14. To understand the uses of the seven compound tenses, see pages 14–19. To know the translation of all fourteen tenses into English, see pages 6–7.

§7.3 A Note About the Passé Surcomposé Verb Tense

There is another verb tense in French but it is rarely used. It is called le passé surcomposé. It gets its name from the fact that the auxiliary (helping) verb is already stated in a passé composé form. In other words, it is “extra” passé composé, just as surchauffé means overheated or surnatural means supernatural. The surcomposé contains two auxiliary verbs and it is used in the subordinate clause when the verb of the main clause is in a compound tense. Examples: j’ai eu (I have had, or I had); j’ai été (I have been, or I was). To change the compound form into a surcomposé, the past participle of the verb you have in mind is stated with the double helping verb. Examples: Mon ami est arrivé quand j’ai eu fini la leçon/My friend arrived when I (have had) finished the lesson. The verb form in the ­subordinate clause with a double helping verb (j’ai eu fini) is what makes the form surcomposé. In English, some people call it double or super compound. It has also been used in other compound tenses with avoir or être as the helping verb. Nowadays, one hardly ever hears this unusual verb form, but it’s worth being aware of in case you come across it in your readings in French literature.

§8 Reflexive Verbs and Reciprocal Verbs in French

§8.1 Reflexive Verbs in French

In English, a reflexive pronoun is a personal pronoun that contains -self or -selves. In French, a reflexive verb contains a reflexive pronoun. The action of the French verb falls on the subject and on the reflexive pronoun either directly or indirectly. For that reason, the reflexive pronoun must agree with the subject: je me . . . , tu te . . . , il se . . . , elle se . . . , on se . . . , nous nous . . . , vous vous . . . , ils se . . . , elles se . . . .

To form the present tense of a reflexive verb in a simple affirmative sentence, put the reflexive pronoun in front of the verb: Je me couche à dix heures. I go to bed at ten o’clock.

In the compound tenses, a reflexive verb takes être as its helping verb. The past participle also agrees with the subject in gender and number: Elle s’est couchée à dix heures. She went to bed at ten o’clock.

As you can see from this example with se coucher, a verb that is reflexive in French is not always reflexive in English. Other verbs can be reflexive in both languages: Il se lave. He washes/is washing himself. Of course, we often leave off the reflexive pronoun in English: He is washing.

Review the reflexive verb se coucher (verb 122, page 198). See also agreement of past participle of a reflexive verb with its reflexive pronoun in the Definitions of Basic Grammatical Terms with examples (§12, page 32).

§8.2 Reciprocal Verbs in French

The following reflexive pronouns are also used as reciprocal pronouns. They mean “each other” or “to each other”: se, nous, vous.

EXAMPLES:

Ils se voient tous les jours. They see each other every day.

Nous ne nous téléphonons jamais. We never phone each other.

Vous vous envoyez des courriels ou des textos? Do you send each other e-mails or texts?

§9 A Summary of Sequence of Verb Tenses—Si Clauses




	WHEN THE VERB IN THE SI CLAUSE IS:
	THE VERB IN THE MAIN OR RESULT CLAUSE IS:



	(a) present indicative
	present indicative, or future, or imperative



	(b) imperfect indicative
	conditional



	(c) pluperfect indicative
	conditional perfect





 

NOTE: By si we mean if. Sometimes si can mean whether, and in that case, this summary of what tenses are used does not apply. When si means whether, there are no restrictions about the tenses. By the way, the sequence of tenses with a si clause in French is the same as it is in English with an if clause.

EXAMPLES:

(a) Si elle arrive, je pars.  If she arrives, I’m leaving.

Si elle arrive, je partirai.  If she arrives, I will leave.

Si elle arrive, partez!  If she arrives, leave!

(b) Si elle arrivait, je partirais.  If she arrived, I would leave.

(c) Si elle était arrivée, je serais parti.  If she had arrived, I would have left.

§10 The Subjunctive

The subjunctive is not a tense; it is a mood, or mode. Usually when we speak in French or English, we use the indicative mood. We use the subjunctive mood in French for certain reasons. The following are the principal reasons.

After certain conjunctions

When the following conjunctions introduce a new clause, the verb in that new clause is normally in the subjunctive mood:

à condition que  on condition that; Je vous prêterai l’argent à condition que vous me le rendiez le plutôt possible.

à moins que  unless; Je pars à six heures précises à moins qu’il (n’) y ait un orage. [Expletive ne is optional]

afin que  in order that, so that; Je vous explique clairement afin que vous compreniez.

attendre que  to wait until; Attendez que je finisse mon dîner.

au cas que  in case; Au cas qu’il vienne, je pars tout de suite.

autant que  Autant que je le sache . . .  As far as I know . . .

avant que  before; Ne me dites rien avant qu’il vienne. [Expletive ne is optional]

bien que  although; Bien que Madame Cartier soit malade, elle a toujours bon appétit.

de crainte que  for fear that; La mère a dit à sa petite fille de rester dans la maison de crainte qu’elle ne se fasse mal dans la rue. [Expletive ne is required]

de façon que  so that, in a way that, in such a way that; Barbara étudie de façon qu’elle puisse réussir.

de manière que  so that, in a way that, in such a way that; Joseph travaille dans la salle de classe de manière qu’il puisse réussir.

de peur que  for fear that; Je vous dis de rester dans la maison aujourd’hui de peur que vous ne glissiez sur la glace. [Expletive ne is required]

de sorte que  so that, in a way that, in such a way that; Nettoyez la chambre de sorte que tout soit propre.

en attendant que  until; Nous allons rester ici en attendant qu’elle vienne.

jusqu’à ce que  until; Je vais attendre jusqu’à ce que vous finissiez.

malgré que  although; Malgré que Madame Cartier soit malade, elle a toujours bon appétit. (NOTE: It is preferable to use bien que, as in the example given with bien que above on this list.)

pour autant que  as far as, as much as; Pour autant que je me souvienne . . . 
As far as I remember (NOTE: It is preferable to use autant que, as in the example given with autant que above on this list.)

pour que  in order that, so that; Expliquez-vous mieux, s’il vous plaît, pour que je comprenne.

pourvu que  provided that; Vous pouvez parler librement pourvu que vous me laissiez faire de même.

que . . . ou non  whether . . . or not; Qu’il vienne ou non, cela m’est égal.

quoique  although; Quoiqu’il soit vieux, il a l’agilité d’un jeune homme.

sans que . . . ou que  whether . . . or; either . . . or; Soit qu’elle comprenne ou qu’elle ne comprenne pas, cela m’est égal.

soit que . . . soit que  whether . . . or whether; Soit que vous le fassiez, soit que vous ne le fassiez pas, cela m’est égal.

tâcher que  to try to, to attempt to; Tâchez que le bébé soit bien nourri.

veiller à ce que  to see to it that; Veillez à ce que la porte soit fermée à clef pendant mon absence.

After indefinite expressions

où que  wherever; Où que vous alliez, cela ne m’importe pas.

quel que  whatever; Je vous aiderai, quelles que soient vos ambitions. / I will help you, whatever your ambitions may be. (NOTE that the appropriate form of quel is needed in this indefinite expression because you are dealing with a noun (­ambitions) and quel functions as an adjective.)

qui que  whoever; Qui que vous soyez, je ne veux pas vous écouter. / Whoever you are (Whoever you may be), I don’t want to listen to you.

quoi que  whatever, no matter what; Quoi que cet homme dise, je ne le crois pas. / No matter what this man says, I do not believe him.

Si + adj. + que  however; Si bavarde qu’elle soit, elle ne dit jamais de bêtises. / However talkative she may be, she never says anything stupid.

After an indefinite antecedent

The reason why the subjunctive is needed after an indefinite antecedent is that the person or thing desired may possibly not exist, or if it does exist, you may never find it.

(a) Je cherche une personne qui soit honnête. / I am looking for a person who is honest.

(b) Je cherche un appartement qui ne soit pas trop cher. / I am looking for an apartment that is not too expensive.

(c) Connaissez-vous quelqu’un qui puisse réparer mon téléviseur une fois 
pour toutes? / Do you know someone who can repair my TV set once and 
for all?

(d) Y a-t-il un élève qui comprenne le subjonctif? / Is there a student who understands the subjunctive?

BUT IF THE PERSON OR THING YOU ARE LOOKING FOR DOES EXIST, USE THE INDICATIVE MOOD:

(a) J’ai trouvé une personne qui est honnête.

(b) J’ai un appartement qui n’est pas trop cher.

(c) Je connais une personne qui peut réparer votre téléviseur.

After a superlative expressing an opinion

Those superlatives expressing an opinion are commonly: le seul, la seule (the only), le premier, la première (the first), le dernier, la dernière (the last), le plus petit, la plus petite (the smallest), le plus grand, la plus grande, etc.

(a) A mon avis, Marie est la seule étudiante qui comprenne le subjonctif parfaitement.

(b) A mon opinion, Henriette est la plus jolie élève que j’aie jamais vue.

After que, meaning let or may to express a wish, an order, a command in the 3d person singular or plural.

(a) Qu’il parte! / Let him leave!

(b) Que Dieu nous pardonne! / May God forgive us! (NOTE that the form pardonne is the same in the 3d person subjunctive as in the indicative.)

(c) Qu’ils s’en aillent! / Let them go away!

(NOTE that what is understood in front of que here is (je veux) que . . ..)

After certain impersonal expressions

c’est dommage que  it’s a pity that; it’s too bad that; C’est dommage qu’elle soit morte.

il est à souhaiter que  it is to be desired that; Il est à souhaiter qu’elle soit guérie.

il est bizarre que  it is odd that; Il est bizarre qu’il soit parti sans rien dire.

il est bon que  it is good that; Il est bon que vous restiez au lit.

il est convenable que  it is fitting (proper) that; Il est convenable qu’il vienne me voir.

il est douteux que  it is doubtful that; Il est douteux qu’il soit présent au concert ce soir.

il est essentiel que  it is essential that; Il est essentiel que vous veniez me voir le plus tôt possible.

il est étonnant que  it is astonishing that; Il est étonnant qu’elle soit sortie sans rien dire.

il est étrange que  it is strange that; Il est étrange qu’il n’ait pas répondu à ta lettre.

il est faux que  it is false (it is not true) that; Il est faux que vous ayez vu ma soeur dans ce cabaret.

il est heureux que  it is fortunate that; Il est très heureux que Madame Piquet soit guérie.

il est honteux que  it is shameful (a shame) that; Il est honteux que vous trichiez.

il est important que  it is important that; Il est important que vous arriviez à l’heure.

il est impossible que  it is impossible that; Il est impossible que je sois chez vous avant trois heures.

il est juste que  it is right that; Il est juste que le criminel soit puni pour son crime.

il est naturel que  it is natural that; Il est naturel qu’on ait peur dans un moment ­dangereux.

il est nécessaire que  it is necessary that; Il est nécessaire que tu finisses la leçon de français avant d’aller au cinéma.

il est possible que  it is possible that; Il est possible que Madame Paquet soit déjà partie.

il est rare que  it is rare that; Il est rare qu’elle sorte.

il est regrettable que  it is regrettable that; Il est regrettable que cet homme riche ait perdu tout au jeu.

il est surprenant que  it is surprising that; Il est surprenant que tu n’aies pas fait ton devoir aujourd’hui.

il est temps que  it is time that; Il est temps que tu fasses tes devoirs tous les jours.

il est urgent que  it is urgent that; Il est urgent que le docteur vienne 
immédiatement.

il faut que  it is necessary that; Il faut que tu sois ici à neuf heures précises.

il importe que  it is important that; Il importe que tu me dises toute la vérité.

il se peut que  it may be that; Il se peut qu’elle soit sortie.

il semble que  it seems that, it appears that; Il semble que Madame Gervaise soit déjà partie.

il suffit que  it is enough that, it suffices that; Il suffit qu’il soit informé tout 
simplement.

il vaut mieux que  it is better that; Il vaut mieux que vous soyez présent quand le docteur est ici.

After the following impersonal expressions (in English, the subject is it) used in the negative or interrogative because they suggest some kind of doubt, uncertainty, or hesitation




	Il ne me semble pas que . . .
	
	Il ne paraît pas que . . .



	Me semble-t-il que . . . ?
	
	Paraît-il que . . . ?



	Il n’est pas clair que . . .
	
	Il n’est pas vrai que . . .



	Est-il clair que . . . ?
	
	Est-il vrai que . . . ?



	Il n’est pas évident que . . .
	
	Il n’est pas sûr que . . .



	Est-il évident que . . . ?
	
	Est-il sûr que . . . ?



	Il n’est pas certain que . . .
	
	Il n’est pas probable que . . .



	Est-il certain que . . . ?
	
	Est-il probable que . . . ?





After certain verbs expressing doubt, emotion, wishing




	aimer que . . .
	
	être heureux que . . .



	    to like that . . .
	
	    to be happy that . . .



	aimer mieux que . . .
	
	être joyeux que . . .



	    to prefer that . . .
	
	    to be joyful that . . .



	s’attendre à ce que . . .
	
	être malheureux que . . .



	    to expect that . . .
	
	    to be unhappy that . . .



	avoir peur que . . .
	
	être ravi que . . .



	    to be afraid that . . .
	
	    to be delighted that . . .



	    [expletive ne is required]
	
	être surpris que . . .



	craindre que . . .
	
	    to be surprised that . . .



	    to fear that . . .
	
	être triste que . . .



	    [expletive ne is required]
	
	    to be sad that . . .



	défendre que . . .
	
	exiger que . . .



	    to forbid that . . .
	
	    to demand that . . .



	désirer que . . .
	
	se fâcher que . . .



	    to desire that . . .
	
	    to be angry that . . .



	douter que . . .
	
	ordonner que . . .



	    to doubt that . . .
	
	    to order that . . .



	empêcher que . . .
	
	préférer que . . .



	    to prevent that . . .
	
	    to prefer that . . .



	s’étonner que . . .
	
	regretter que . . .



	    to be astonished that . . .
	
	    to regret that . . .



	s’étonner de ce que . . .
	
	souhaiter que . . .



	    to be astonished at the fact that . . .
	
	    to wish that . . .



	être bien aise que . . .
	
	tenir à ce que . . .



	    to be pleased that . . .
	
	    to insist upon . . .



	être content que . . .
	
	trembler que . . .



	    to be glad that . . .
	
	    to tremble that . . .



	être désolé que . . .
	
	[expletive ne is required]



	    to be distressed that . . .
	
	vouloir que . . .



	être étonné que . . .
	
	    to want that . . .



	    to be astonished that . . .
	
	





 

SOME EXAMPLES:

J’aimerais que vous restiez ici. / I would like you to stay here.

J’aime mieux que vous restiez ici. / I prefer that you stay here.

Je m’attends à ce qu’elle vienne immédiatement. / I expect her to come 
immediately.

J’ai peur qu’il ne soit malade. / I am afraid that he may be sick. [Expletive ne is required]

Je crains qu’elle ne soit gravement malade. / I fear that she may be seriously ill. [Expletive ne is required]

Je m’étonne qu’elle ne soit pas venue me voir. / I am astonished that she has not come to see me.

Je m’étonne de ce qu’il ne soit pas parti. / I am astonished (at the fact that) he has not left.

Ta mère est contente que tu sois heureux. / Your mother is glad that you are happy.

Madame Poulet est désolée que son mari ait perdu toute sa fortune. / Mrs. Poulet is distressed that her husband has lost his entire fortune.

After verbs of believing and thinking, such as croire, penser, trouver (meaning to think, to have an impression), and espérer when used in the negative OR interrogative but not when both interrogative AND negative

EXAMPLES:

Je ne pense pas qu’il soit coupable. / I don’t think that he is guilty. Croyez-vous qu’il dise la vérité? / Do you believe he is telling the truth?

BUT: Ne croyez-vous pas qu’il dit la vérité? / Don’t you think that he is telling the truth?

Trouvez-vous qu’il y ait beaucoup de crimes dans la société d’aujourd’hui?
Do you find (think) that there are many crimes in today’s society?

BUT: Ne trouvez-vous pas que ce livre est intéressant? / Don’t you think (or: Don’t you find) that this book is interesting?

NOTE: The subjunctive forms in Tense No. 6 (présent du subjonctif), Tense No. 7 (imparfait du subjonctif), Tense No. 13 (passé du subjonctif), and Tense No. 14 (plus-que-parfait du subjonctif) of any verb are normally preceded by que (that); for example, que je sois / that I may be, que tu ailles / that you may go.

§11 Orthographically Changing Verbs—Verb Forms that Change in Spelling

Verbs that end in -cer in the infinitive form change c to ç when in front of the vowels a, o, or u in order to keep the s sound in the infinitive form and retain its identity. That little mark under the c (ç) is called une cédille. Actually, it is the lower part of the letter s that is used in order to tell the reader that the ç should be pronounced as an s. Without that mark, the letter c in front of the vowels a, o, and u must be pronounced as a k sound. Since the c in the ending -cer is pronounced like an s, the same sound must be retained in all its forms.

(1) Some common verbs that end in -cer in the infinitive form are:




	
annoncer / to announce
	
	
lancer / to launch, to hurl



	
avancer / to advance
	
	
menacer / to threaten



	
commencer / to begin, to start
	
	
placer / to place, to set



	
divorcer / to divorce
	
	
prononcer / to pronounce



	
effacer / to erase, to efface
	
	
remplacer / to replace





(2) Examples of when this change occurs:

Present indicative: nous annonçons, nous avançons, nous commençons, nous divorçons, nous effaçons, nous lançons, nous menaçons, nous prononçons, nous remplaçons.

Imperfect indicative: j’annonçais, tu annonçais, il (elle, on) annonçait; ils (elles) annonçaient [You do the same for the other -cer type verbs given above in (1).]

Passé simple: j’annonçai, tu annonças, il (elle, on) annonça; nous annonçâmes, vous annonçâtes [You do the same for the other -cer type verbs given above in (1).]

Imperfect subjunctive: que j’annonçasse, que tu annonçasses, qu’il (qu’elle, qu’on) annoncât; que nous annonçassions, que vous annonçassiez, qu’ils (qu’elles) annonçassent [Now you do the same for the other -cer type verbs given above in (1).]

(3) Verbs that end in -ger in the infinitive form change g to ge in front of the vowels a, o, or u in order to keep the soft sound of g in the infinitive form and retain its identity; otherwise, g in front of a, o, or u is normally pronounced hard, as in go.

(4) Some common verbs that end in -ger in the infinitive form are:




	
arranger / to arrange
	
	
obliger / to oblige



	
changer / to change
	
	
partager / to divide, to share



	
corriger / to correct
	
	
plonger / to dive, to plunge



	
déranger / to disturb
	
	
ranger / to arrange by row, to put in order



	
manger / to eat



	
nager / to swim
	
	
songer / to think, to dream



	
neiger / to snow
	
	
voyager / to travel





(5) Examples of when this change occurs:

Present indicative: nous arrangeons, nous changeons, nous corrigeons, nous dérangeons [Now you do the same for the other -ger type verbs given above in (4).]

Imperfect indicative: j’arrangeais, tu arrangeais, il (elle, on) arrangeait; ils (elles) arrangeaient [Now you do the same for the other -ger type verbs given above in (4).]

Passé simple: j’arrangeai, tu arrangeas, il (elle, on) arrangea; nous arrangeâmes, vous arrangeâtes [Now you do the same for the other -ger type verbs given above in (4).]

Imperfect subjunctive: que j’arrangeasse, que tu arrangeasses, qu’il (qu’elle, qu’on) arrangeât; que nous arrangeassions, que vous arrangeassiez, qu’ils (qu’elles) arrangeassent [Just for the fun of it, do the same for the other -ger type verbs given above.]

(6) Verbs that end in -oyer or -uyer in the infinitive form must change y to i in front of mute e.

(7) Common verbs that end in -oyer or -uyer in the infinitive form are:




	-oyer
	
	-uyer



	
choyer / to fondle, to coddle
	
	
ennuyer / to bore, to annoy



	
employer / to employ, to use
	
	
essuyer / to wipe



	
envoyer / to send
	
	



	
nettoyer / to clean
	
	





(8) Verbs that end in -ayer in the infinitive form may change y to i or may keep y in front of mute e.

Two common verbs that end in -ayer in the infinitive form are: essayer / to try, to try on; and payer / to pay, to pay for.

(9) Examples of when this change occurs:

Present indicative: j’emploie, tu emploies, il (elle, on) emploie; ils (elles) emploient.

Future: j’emploierai, tu emploieras, il (elle, on) emploiera; nous emploierons, vous emploierez, ils (elles) emploieront.

Conditional: j’emploierais, tu emploierais, il (elle, on) emploierait; nous emploierions, vous emploieriez, ils (elles) emploieraient.

Present subjunctive: que j’emploie, que tu emploies, qu’il (qu’elle, qu’on) emploie; qu’ils (qu’elles) emploient.

(10) Verbs that contain a mute e in the syllable before the infinitive ending -er:




	
acheter / to buy
	
	lever / to raise, to lift



	
achever / to complete
	
	se lever / to get up



	
amener / to bring, to lead
	
	mener / to lead



	
élever / to raise
	
	peser / to weigh



	
emmener / to lead away, to take
	
	promener / to walk (a person or 



	
  away
	
	  an animal)



	
enlever / to remove, to take off
	
	se promener / to take a walk (for 



	
geler / to freeze
	
	  yourself)





(11) These verbs, given above in (10), change mute e to è when, in a verb form, the syllable after it contains another mute e.

(12) This change occurs because that mute e in the stem of the infinitive now becomes pronounced clearly in some verb forms. Examples:

Present indicative: j’achète, tu achètes, il (elle, on) achète; ils (elles) achètent.

Future: j’achèterai, tu achèteras, il (elle, on) achètera; nous achèterons, vous achèterez, ils (elles) achèteront.

Conditional: j’achèterais, tu achèterais, il (elle, on) achèterait; nous achèterions, vous achèteriez, ils (elles) achèteraient.

Present subjunctive: que j’achète, que tu achètes, qu’il (qu’elle, qu’on) achète; qu’ils (qu’elles) achètent.

(13) Instead of changing like the verbs above in (10)–(12), the following verbs double the consonant in the syllable that contains the mute e in the stem:




	appeler / to call
	
	jeter / to throw



	rappeler / to recall
	
	rejeter / to throw again, to throw



	se rappeler / to remember
	
	back






Examples of when this spelling change occurs:

Present indicative: je m’appelle, tu t’appelles, il (elle, on) s’appelle; ils (elles) s’appellent.

Future: je m’appellerai, tu t’appelleras, il (elle, on) s’appellera; nous nous appellerons, vous vous appellerez, ils (elles) s’appelleront.

Conditional: je m’appellerais, tu t’appellerais, il (elle, on) s’appellerait; nous nous appellerions, vous vous appelleriez, ils (elles) s’appelleraient.

Present subjunctive: que je m’appelle, que tu t’appelles, qu’il (qu’elle, qu’on) s’appelle; qu’ils (qu’elles) s’appellent.

(14) Verbs that contain é in the syllable before the infinitive ending -er:




	céder / to cede, to yield, to give up
	
	posséder / to possess, to own



	célébrer / to celebrate
	
	préférer / to prefer



	concéder / to concede, to give up
	
	protéger / to protect



	considérer / to consider
	
	répéter / to repeat



	espérer / to hope
	
	suggérer / to suggest





(15) These verbs, given above in (14), change é to è when, in a verb form, the syllable after it contains mute e.

Examples of when this spelling change occurs:

Present indicative: je préfère, tu préfères, il (elle, on) préfère: ils (elles) préfèrent.

Present subjunctive: que je préfère, que tu préfères, qu’il (qu’elle, qu’on) préfère; qu’ils (qu’elles) préfèrent.

§12 Definitions of Basic Grammatical Terms with Examples

active voice  When we speak or write in the active voice, the subject of the verb performs the action. The action falls on the direct object.

Everyone loves Janine. / Tout le monde aime Janine.

The subject is everyone. The verb is loves. The direct object is Janine. See also passive voice in this list. Compare the above sentence with the example in the passive voice.

adjective  An adjective is a word that modifies a noun or a pronoun. In grammar, to modify a word means to describe, limit, expand, or make the meaning particular.

a beautiful garden / un beau jardin. She is pretty. / Elle est jolie.

The adjective beautiful/beau modifies the noun garden/jardin. The adjective pretty/jolie modifies the pronoun she/elle. In French, there are different kinds of adjectives. See also comparative adjective, demonstrative adjective, descriptive adjective, interrogative adjective, limiting adjective, possessive adjective, superlative adjective.

adverb  An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. An adverb says something about how, when, where, to what extent, or in what way.

Jane runs swiftly. / Jeanne court rapidement.

The adverb swiftly/rapidement modifies the verb runs/court. The adverb shows how she runs.

Jack is a very good friend. / Jacques est un très bon ami.

The adverb very/très modifies the adjective good/bon. The adverb shows how good a friend he is.

The boy is eating too fast now. / Le garçon mange trop vite maintenant.

The adverb too/trop modifies the adverb fast/vite. The adverb shows to what extent he is eating fast. The adverb now/maintenant tells us when.

The post office is there. / Le bureau de poste est là.

The adverb there/là modifies the verb is/est. It tells us where the post office is.

Mary writes carefully. / Marie écrit soigneusement.

The adverb carefully/soigneusement modifies the verb writes/écrit. It tells us in what way she writes.

affirmative statement, negative statement  A statement in the affirmative is expressed positively. To negate an affirmative statement is to make it negative.

Affirmative: I like chocolate ice cream. / J’aime la glace au chocolat.

Negative: I do not like chocolate ice cream. / Je n’aime pas la glace au chocolat.

agreement of adjective with noun  Agreement is made on the adjective with the noun it modifies in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural).

a white house / une maison blanche

The adjective blanche is feminine singular because the noun une maison is feminine singular.

two white houses / deux maisons blanches

The adjective blanches is feminine plural because the noun maisons is feminine plural.

agreement of past participle of a reflexive verb with its reflexive pronoun  Agreement is made on the past participle of a reflexive verb with its reflexive pronoun in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural) if that pronoun is the direct object of the verb. The agreement is determined by looking at the subject to see its gender and number, which is the same as its reflexive pronoun. If the reflexive pronoun is the indirect object, an agreement is not made. See se laver and se lever.

She washed herself. / Elle s’est lavée.

There is a feminine agreement on the past participle lavée (added e) with the reflexive pronoun se (here, s’) because it serves as a direct object pronoun. What or whom did she wash? Herself, which is expressed in se (s’).

But:

She washed her hair. / Elle s’est lavé les cheveux.

There is no feminine agreement on the past participle lavé here because the reflexive pronoun (se, here, s’) serves as an indirect object. The direct object is les cheveux, and it is stated after the verb. What did she wash? She washed her hair on herself (s’). See also reflexive pronoun and reflexive verb.

agreement of past participle with its direct object  Agreement is made on the past participle with its direct object in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural) when the verb is conjugated with avoir in the compound tenses. Agreement is made when the direct object, if there is one, precedes the verb.

Where are the little cakes? Paul ate them. / Où sont les petits gâteaux?

Paul les a mangés.

The verb a mangés is in the passé composé; manger is conjugated with avoir. There is a plural agreement on the past participle mangés (added s) because the preceding direct object them/les is masculine plural, referring to les petits gâteaux, which is masculine plural.

Who wrote the letters? Robert wrote them. / Qui a écrit les lettres?

Robert les a écrites.

The verb a écrites is in the passé composé; écrire is conjugated with avoir. There is a feminine plural agreement on the past participle écrites (added e and s) because the preceding direct object them/les is feminine plural, referring to les lettres, which is feminine plural. A past participle functions as an adjective.

An agreement in gender and number is not made with an indirect object. See indirect object noun, indirect object pronoun. Review the regular formation of past participles and irregular past participles on page 1. See also direct object noun, direct object pronoun.

agreement of past participle with the subject  Agreement is made on the past participle with the subject in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural) when the verb is conjugated with être in the compound tenses.

She went to Paris. / Elle est allée à Paris.

The verb est allée is in the passé composé; aller is conjugated with être. There is a feminine agreement on the past participle allée (added e) because the subject elle is feminine singular.

The boys have arrived. / Les garçons sont arrivés.

The verb sont arrivés is in the passé composé; arriver is conjugated with être. There is a plural agreement on the past participle arrivés (added s) because the subject les garçons is masculine plural.

Review page 4 to find out about verbs conjugated with either avoir or être to form the seven compound tenses. See aller and arriver. See also past participle and subject.

agreement of verb with its subject  A verb agrees in person (1st, 2d, or 3d) and in number (singular or plural) with its subject.

Does he always tell the truth? / Dit-il toujours la vérité?

The verb dit (of dire) is 3d person singular because the subject il/he is 3d person singular.

Where are they going? / Où vont-ils?

The verb vont (of aller) is 3d person plural because the subject ils/they is 3d person plural. For subject pronouns in the singular and plural, review page 64.

antecedent  An antecedent is a word to which a relative pronoun refers. It comes before the pronoun.

The girl who is laughing over there is my sister. / La jeune fille qui rit là-bas est ma soeur.

The antecedent is girl/la jeune fille. The relative pronoun who/qui refers to the girl.

The car that I bought is expensive. / La voiture que j’ai achetée est chère.

The antecedent is car/la voiture. The relative pronoun that/que refers to the car. Note also that the past participle achetée is fem. sing. because it refers to la voiture (fem. sing.), which precedes the verb. Review acheter and rire. See also ­relative pronoun.

auxiliary verb  An auxiliary verb is a helping verb. In English grammar, it is to have. In French grammar, it is avoir (to have) or être (to be). An auxiliary verb is used to help form the seven compound tenses.

I have eaten. /J’ai mangé. She has left. / Elle est partie.

Review page 4 to find out about verbs conjugated with avoir or être as helping verbs. Also, review manger and partir.

cardinal number  A cardinal number is a number that expresses an amount, such as one, two, three, and so on. See also ordinal number.

causative faire  In English grammar, a causative verb causes something to be done. In French grammar, the idea is the same. The subject of the verb causes the action expressed in the verb to be carried out by someone else.

Mrs. Roth makes her students work in French class. / Madame Roth fait travailler ses élèves dans la classe de français.

Mr. Smith is having a house built. / Monsieur Smith fait construire une maison.

Review construire, faire, and travailler.

clause  A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate. A predicate may contain more than one word. A conjugated verb form is revealed in the predicate.

Mrs. Coty lives in a small apartment. / Madame Coty demeure dans un petit appartement.

The subject is Mrs. Coty/Madame Coty. The predicate is lives in a small apartment/demeure dans un petit appartement. The verb is lives/demeure. See also dependent clause, independent clause.

comparative adjective  When making a comparison between two persons or things, an adjective is used to express the degree of comparison in the following ways.

Same degree of comparison:

Raymond is as tall as his father. / Raymond est aussi grand que son père.

Lesser degree of comparison:

Monique is less intelligent than her sister. / Monique est moins intelligente que sa 	soeur.

Higher degree of comparison:

This apple is more delicious than that apple. / Cette pomme-ci est plus délicieuse que cette pomme-là.

See also superlative adjective.

comparative adverb  An adverb is compared in the same way as an adjective is compared. See comparative adjective.

Same degree of comparison:

Mr. Bernard speaks as fast as Mr. Claude. / Monsieur Bernard parle aussi vite que Monsieur Claude.

Lesser degree of comparison:

Alice studies less seriously than her sister. / Alice étudie moins sérieusement que sa soeur.

Higher degree of comparison:

Albert works more slowly than his brother. / Albert travaille plus lentement que son frère.

See also superlative adverb.

complex sentence  A complex sentence contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses.

One independent clause and one dependent clause:

Jack is handsome, but his brother isn’t. / Jacques est beau mais son frère ne l’est pas.

The independent clause is Jack is handsome. It makes sense when it stands alone because it expresses a complete thought. The dependent clause is but his brother isn’t. The dependent clause, which is introduced by the conjunction but, does not make complete sense when it stands alone because it depends on the thought expressed in the independent clause.

One independent clause and two dependent clauses:

Mary gets good grades in school because she studies, but her sister never studies. / Marie reçoit de bonnes notes à l’école parce qu’elle étudie mais sa soeur n’étudie jamais.

The independent clause is Mary gets good grades in school. It makes sense when it stands alone because it expresses a complete thought. The first dependent clause is because she studies. This dependent clause, which is introduced by the conjunction because, does not make complete sense when it stands alone because it depends on the thought expressed in the independent clause. The second dependent clause is but her sister never studies. That dependent clause, which is introduced by the conjunction but, does not make complete sense either when it stands alone because it depends on the thought expressed in the independent clause. See also dependent clause, independent clause.

compound sentence  A compound sentence contains two or more independent clauses.

Mrs. Dubois went to the supermarket, she bought some groceries, and then she returned home. / Madame Dubois est allée au supermarché, elle a acheté des provisions, et puis elle est rentrée chez elle.

This compound sentence contains three independent clauses. They are independent because they make sense when they stand alone. Review the passé composé on page 14. See also independent clause.

conditional perfect tense  In French grammar, the conditional used to be considered a mood. Grammarians now regard it as a tense of the indicative mood. This tense is defined with examples on page 16.

conditional present tense  In French grammar, the conditional used to be considered a mood. Grammarians now regard it as a tense of the indicative mood. This tense is defined with examples on pages 11 and 12.

conjugation  The conjugation of a verb is the fixed order of all its forms showing their inflections (changes) in the three persons of the singular and plural in a particular tense.

conjunction  A conjunction is a word that connects words or groups of words.

and/et, or/ou, but/mais

You and I are going downtown. / Toi et moi, nous allons en ville.

You can stay home, or you can come with us. / Tu peux rester à la maison ou tu peux venir avec nous.

declarative sentence  A declarative sentence makes a statement.

I have finished the work. / J’ai fini le travail.

Review finir.

definite article  The definite article in French has four forms, and they all mean the.

They are le, la, l’, les, as in:

le livre/the book, la maison/the house, l’école/the school, les enfants/the children

The definite articles are also used as direct object pronouns. See direct object pronoun.

demonstrative adjective  A demonstrative adjective is an adjective that points out someone or something. It is placed in front of a noun.

this book/ce livre; this hotel/cet hôtel; this child/cet enfant; this house/cette maison; these flowers/ces fleurs

demonstrative pronoun  A demonstrative pronoun is a pronoun that points out someone or something. It takes the place of a noun. It agrees in gender and number with the noun it replaces.

I have two apples; do you prefer this one or that one?

J’ai deux pommes; préférez-vous celle-ci ou celle-là?

Sorry, but I prefer those. / Je regrette, mais je préfère celles-là.

Do you like the ones that are on the table? / Aimez-vous celles qui sont sur la table?

For demonstrative pronouns that are neuter, see neuter.

dependent clause  A dependent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate. It does not express a complete thought when it stands alone. It is called dependent because it depends on the independent clause for a complete meaning.

Subordinate clause is another term for dependent clause.

Mary is absent today because she is sick. / Marie est absente aujourd’hui parce qu’elle est malade.

The independent clause is Mary is absent today. The dependent clause is because she is sick.

See also clause, independent clause.

descriptive adjective  A descriptive adjective is an adjective that describes a person, place, or thing.

a pretty girl/une jolie jeune fille; a handsome boy/un beau garçon; a small house/une petite maison; a big city/une grande ville; an expensive car/une voiture chère.

See also adjective.

direct object noun  A direct object noun receives the action of the verb directly. That is why it is called a direct object, as opposed to an indirect object. A direct object noun is typically placed after the verb.

I am writing a letter. / J’écris une lettre.

The subject is I/Je. The verb is am writing/écris. The direct object is the noun letter/une lettre. See also direct object pronoun.

direct object pronoun  A direct object pronoun receives the action of the verb directly. It takes the place of a direct object noun. In French, a pronoun that is a direct object of a verb is ordinarily placed in front of the verb.

I am reading it [the letter]. / Je la lis.

A direct object pronoun is placed after the verb and joined with a hyphen in the affirmative imperative.

Write it [the letter] now. / Écrivez-la maintenant.

The direct object pronouns are:




	Person
	Singular
	Plural





	1st
	
me (m’) me

	
nous us




	2d
	
te (t’) you (fam.)

	
vous you (sing. polite or pl.)




	3d
	
le (l’) him, it (person or thing)

la (l’) her, it (person or thing)


	
les them (persons or things)






Review écrire and lire. See also imperative.

disjunctive pronoun  In French grammar, a disjunctive pronoun is a pronoun that is stressed; in other words, emphasis is placed on it.

I speak well; he does not speak well. / Moi, je parle bien; lui, il ne parle pas bien.

Talk to me. / Parlez-moi.

A disjunctive pronoun is also the object of a preposition:

She is talking with me. / Elle parle avec moi.

I always think of you. / Je pense toujours à toi.

The disjunctive pronouns are:




	Person
	Singular
	Plural





	1st
	
moi me, I

	
nous us, we




	2d
	
toi you (fam.)

	
vous you (sing. polite or pl.)




	3d
	
soi oneself

lui him, he

elle her, she


	
eux them, they (m.)

elles them, they (f.)







ending of a verb  In French grammar, the ending of a verb form changes according to the person and number of the subject and the tense of the verb.

For example, to form the present indicative tense of a regular -er type verb like parler, drop er of the infinitive and add the following endings: -e, -es, -e for the 1st, 2d, and 3d persons of the singular; -ons, -ez, -ent for the 1st, 2d, and 3d persons of the plural. You then get:

je parle, tu parles, il (elle, on) parle;

nous parlons, vous parlez, ils (elles) parlent

Review pages 20 and 21. See also stem of a verb.

feminine  In French grammar, the gender of a noun, pronoun, or adjective is feminine or masculine, not male or female.




	Masculine noun
	pronoun
	adjective
	Feminine noun
	pronoun
	adjective



	le garçon
	il
	grand
	la femme
	elle
	grande



	the boy
	he
	tall
	the woman
	she
	tall



	le livre
	il
	petit
	la voiture
	elle
	petite



	the book
	it
	small
	the car
	it
	small



	
See also gender.





futur proche, le  In English, the futur proche is called the near future. As one may guess, the near future is used when talking about something that will take place in the near future. The formation is similar in French and English. In French, the near future is formed by using aller with the infinitive of the verb that you want to use. In English, you use to go with the infinitive of the verb that you want to use.

Demain, je vais acheter un ordinateur.

Tomorrow, I am going to buy a computer.

See also page 11 and aller (verb 29, page 96).

future perfect tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 16.

future tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 11.

gender  In French grammar, gender means masculine or feminine.

Masculine: the boy/le garçon; he, it/il; the rooster/le coq; the book/le livreFeminine: the girl/la jeune fille; she, it/elle; the hen/la poule; the house/la maison

gerund  In English grammar, a gerund is a word formed from a verb. It ends in ing. Actually, it is the present participle of a verb. However, it is not used as a verb. It is used as a noun.

Seeing is believing. / Voir c’est croire.

However, in French grammar, the infinitive form of the verb is used, as in the above example, when the verb is used as a noun. In French, seeing is believing is expressed as to see is to believe.

The French gerund is also a word formed from a verb. It ends in ant. It is also the present participle of a verb. As a gerund, it is typically preceded by the preposition en.

En partant, il a fait ses excuses. / While leaving, he made his excuses.

See also present participle.

if (si) clause  An “if” clause is defined with examples on page 24. See also clause.

imperative  The imperative is a mood, not a tense. It is used to express a command. In French, it is used in the 2d person of the singular (tu), the 2d person of the plural (vous), and in the 1st person of the plural (nous). Review the imperative with examples on pages 18 and 19. Also review the three imperative forms of donner. See also person (1st, 2d, 3d).

imperfect indicative tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 10.

imperfect subjunctive tense  This tense is defined with examples on pages 13 and 14.

indefinite article  In English, the indefinite articles are a and an, as in a book, an apple. They are indefinite because they do not refer to any definite or particular noun.

In French, there are two indefinite articles in the singular: one in the masculine form (un) and one in the feminine form (une).

Masculine singular: un ami/a friend

Feminine singular: une pomme/an apple

In French, they both change to des in the plural.

I have a brother. / J’ai un frère; I have brothers. / J’ai des frères.

I have a sister. / J’ai une soeur; I have sisters. / J’ai des soeurs.

I have an apple. / J’ai une pomme; I have apples. / J’ai des pommes.

See also definite article.

indefinite pronoun  An indefinite pronoun is a pronoun that does not refer to any definite or particular noun.

something/quelque chose; someone, somebody/quelqu’un, quelqu’une; each one/chacun, chacune; anything/n’importe quoi

independent clause  An independent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate. It expresses a complete thought when it stands alone.

The cat is sleeping under the bed. / Le chat dort sous le lit.

See also clause, dependent clause, predicate.

indicative mood  The indicative mood is used in sentences that make a statement or ask a question. The indicative mood is used most of the time when we speak or write in English or French.

I am going home now. / Je vais chez moi maintenant.

Where are you going? / Où allez-vous?

indirect object noun  An indirect object noun receives the action of the verb indirectly. I am writing a letter to Mary. OR I am writing Mary a letter. / J’écris une lettre à Marie. The subject is I/Je. The verb is am writing/écris. The direct object noun is a letter/une lettre. The indirect object noun is Mary/Marie. An agreement is not made with an indirect object noun. See also indirect object pronoun, direct object noun, direct object pronoun.

indirect object pronoun  An indirect object pronoun takes the place of an indirect object noun. It receives the action of the verb indirectly. In French, a pronoun that is the indirect object of a verb is ordinarily placed in front of the verb.

I am writing a letter to her. OR I am writing her a letter. / Je lui écris une lettre.

The indirect object pronoun is (to) her/lui. An agreement is not made with an indirect object pronoun.

An indirect object pronoun is placed after the verb and joined with a hyphen in the affirmative imperative.

Write to her now. / Écris-lui maintenant.

The indirect object pronouns are:




	Person
	Singular
	Plural





	1st
	
me (m’) to me

	
nous to us




	2d
	
te (t’) to you (fam.)

	
vous to you (sing. polite or pl.)




	3d
	
lui to him, to her

	
leur to them






See also indirect object noun.

infinitive  An infinitive is a verb form. In English, it is typically stated with the preposition to, as in to talk, to finish, to sell. In French, the infinitive form of a verb consists of three major types: those of the 1st conjugation that end in -er, those of the 2d conjugation that end in -ir, and those of the 3d conjugation that end in -re.

parler/to talk, to speak; finir/to finish; vendre/to sell

All the verbs in this book are given in the infinitive form at the top of each page where they are arranged alphabetically.

interjection  An interjection is a word that expresses emotion, a feeling of joy or sadness, an exclamation of surprise, and other exclamations consisting of one or two words.

Ah! / Ah! Oh! / Oh! Darn it! / Zut! Whew! / Ouf! My God! / Mon Dieu!

interrogative adjective  An interrogative adjective is an adjective that is used in a question. It agrees in gender and number with the noun it modifies.

What book do you want? / Quel livre désirez-vous?

What time is it? / Quelle heure est-il?

interrogative adverb  An interrogative adverb is an adverb that introduces a question. As an adverb, it modifies the verb.

How are you? / Comment allez-vous?

How much does this book cost? / Combien coûte ce livre?

When will you arrive? / Quand arriverez-vous?

interrogative pronoun  An interrogative pronoun is a pronoun that asks a question. There are interrogative pronouns that refer to persons and those that refer to things.

Who is on the phone? / Qui est à l’appareil?

What are you saying? / Que dites-vous?

interrogative sentence  An interrogative sentence asks a question.

What are you doing? / Que faites-vous?

intransitive verb  An intransitive verb is a verb that does not take a direct object.

The professor is talking loudly. / Le professeur parle fort.

An intransitive verb takes an indirect object.

The professor is talking to us. / Le professeur nous parle.

See also indirect object pronoun.

irregular verb  An irregular verb is a verb that does not follow a fixed pattern in its conjugation in the various verb tenses.

Basic irregular verbs in French:

aller/to go  avoir/to have  être/to be  faire/to do, to make

Review these verbs. See also conjugation, regular verb.

limiting adjective  A limiting adjective is an adjective that limits a quantity.

three tickets/trois billets; a few candies/quelques bonbons

main clause  Main clause is another term for independent clause. See independent clause.

masculine  In French grammar, the gender of a noun, pronoun, or adjective is masculine or feminine, not male or female. See also gender and feminine.

mood of verbs  Some grammarians use the term the mode instead of the mood of a verb. Either term means the manner or way a verb is expressed. In English and in French grammar, a verb expresses an action or a state of being in the following three moods (modes, ways): the indicative mood, the imperative mood, and the subjunctive mood. In French grammar, there is also the infinitive mood when the whole infinitive is used, e.g., voir, croire, as in Voir c’est croire. / Seeing is believing (to see is to believe). Most of the time in English and French, we speak and write in the indicative mood.

near future  See futur proche, le.

negative statement, affirmative statement

see affirmative statement, negative statement

neuter  A word that is neuter is neither masculine nor feminine. Common neuter demonstrative pronouns are ce (c’)/it, ceci/this, cela/that, ça/that. They are invariable, which means they do not change in gender and number.

It’s not true. / Ce n’est pas vrai. It is true. / C’est vrai. This is true. / Ceci est vrai. That is true. / Cela est vrai. What is that? / Qu’est-ce que c’est que ça?

For demonstrative pronouns that are not neuter, see demonstrative pronoun. There is also the neuter pronoun le, as in: Je le crois. / I believe it. Je le pense. / I think so.

noun  A noun is a word that names a person, animal, place, thing, condition or state, or quality.

the man/l’homme, the woman/la femme, the horse/le cheval, the house/la maison the book/le livre, happiness/le bonheur, excellence/l’excellence

In French, the noun le nom is the word for name and noun.

number  In English and French grammar, number means singular or plural.

Masc. sing.:

the boy/le garçon; the arm/le bras; the eye/l’oeil

Masc. pl.:

the boys/les garçons; the arms/les bras; the eyes/les yeux

Fem. sing.:

the girl/la jeune fille; the house/la maison; the hen/la poule

Fem. pl.:

the girls/les jeunes filles; the houses/les maisons; the hens/les poules

ordinal number  An ordinal number is a number that expresses position in a series, such as first, second, third, and so on. In English and French grammar, we talk about 1st person, 2d person, 3d person singular or plural regarding subjects and verbs. See also cardinal number and person (1st, 2d, 3d).

orthographical changes in verb forms  An orthographical change in a verb form is a change in spelling.

The second letter c in the verb commencer/to begin changes to ç if the letter after it is a, o, or u, as in nous commençons/we begin. The reason for this spelling change is to preserve the sound of s as it is pronounced in the infinitive form ­commencer. When a, o, or u follow the letter c, the c is pronounced as in the sound of k. The mark under the letter ç is called une cédille/cedilla. Some linguists say it is the lower part of the letter s, and it tells you to pronounce ç as an s sound. Other linguists say that ç was borrowed from the Greek alphabet, which represents the sound of s when it is the last letter of a Greek word.

The verb s’appeler/to call oneself, to be named contains a single l. When a verb form is stressed on the syllable containing one l, it doubles, as in je m’appelle . . ./I call myself . . . , my name is . . . .

partitive  In French grammar, the partitive denotes a part of a whole (see pages 29–32). In English, we express the partitive by saying some or any in front of the noun. In French, we use the following partitive forms in front of the noun:

Masculine singular: du or de l’	Feminine singular: de la or de l’

Masculine or feminine plural: des

I have some coffee. / J’ai du café.

I’d like some water. / J’aimerais de l’eau.

I’d like some meat. / J’aimerais de la viande.

Do you have any candies? / Avez-vous des bonbons?

In the negative, these partitive forms change to de or d’:

I don’t have any coffee. / Je n’ai pas de café.

I don’t want any water. / Je ne veux pas d’eau.

I wouldn’t like any meat. / Je n’aimerais pas de viande.

No, I don’t have any candies. / Non, je n’ai pas de bonbons.

passive voice  When we speak or write in the active voice and change to the passive voice, the direct object becomes the subject, the subject becomes the object of a preposition, and the verb becomes to be plus the past participle of the active verb. The past participle functions as an adjective.

Janine is loved by everyone. / Janine est aimée de tout le monde.

The subject is Janine. The verb is is/est. The object of the preposition by/de is everyone/tout le monde. See also active voice. Compare the above sentence with the example in the active voice.

past anterior tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 15.

past definite or simple past tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 10. In French, it is the passé simple.

past indefinite tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 14. In French, it is the passé composé.

past participle  A past participle is derived from a verb. It is used to form the compound tenses. Its auxiliary verb in English is to have. In French, the auxiliary verb is avoir/to have or être/to be. It is part of the verb tense.

With avoir as the auxiliary verb: Elle a mangé. / She has eaten.

The subject is elle/she. The verb is a mangé/has eaten. The tense of the verb is the passé composé. The auxiliary verb is a/has. The past participle is mangé/eaten.

With être as the auxiliary verb: Elle est arrivée. / She has arrived.

The verb is est arrivée/has arrived. The tense of the verb is the passé composé. The auxiliary verb is est. The past participle is arrivée/arrived.

Review page 1 for the regular formation of a past participle and a list of basic irregular past participles. Review page 4 to find out about verbs conjugated with either avoir or être. See also auxiliary verb and agreement of past participle with the subject.

past perfect tense  This tense is also called the pluperfect indicative tense. Review page 15 for a definition with examples.

past simple tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 10. It is also called the simple past tense or past definite tense. In French, it is the passé simple.

past subjunctive tense  This tense is also called the perfect subjunctive tense. It is defined with examples on page 17.

person (1st, 2d, 3d)  Verb forms in a particular tense are learned systematically according to person (1st, 2d, 3d) and number (singular, plural).

Present indicative tense of the verb aller/to go:




	Singular
	
	Plural



	1st person: je vais

	
	1st person: nous allons




	2d person: tu vas

	
	2d person: vous allez




	3d person: il, elle, on va

	
	3d person: ils, elles vont






 

personal pronoun  A personal pronoun refers to a person. The pronoun it/il or elle is in this category. Review the subject pronouns on page 64. For examples of other types of pronouns, see also demonstrative pronoun, direct object pronoun, disjunctive pronoun, indefinite pronoun, indirect object pronoun, interrogative pronoun, possessive pronoun, reflexive pronoun, relative pronoun.

pluperfect indicative tense  This tense is also called the past perfect indicative tense. It is defined with examples on page 15.

pluperfect subjunctive tense  This tense is also called the past perfect subjunctive tense. It is defined with examples on page 17.

plural  Plural means more than one. See also person (1st, 2d, 3d) and singular.

possessive adjective  A possessive adjective is an adjective that is placed in front of a noun to show possession. In French, its form changes in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural) to agree with the noun it modifies.

my book/mon livre  my books/mes livres  my dress/ma robe

possessive pronoun  A possessive pronoun is a pronoun that shows possession. It takes the place of a possessive adjective with the noun. Its form agrees in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural) with what it is replacing.

English:

mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, theirs

French:




	Possessive adjective
	Possessive pronoun



	
my book/mon livre

	
mine/le mien




	
my dress/ma robe

	
mine/la mienne




	
my shoes/mes chaussures

	
mine/les miennes






 

predicate  The predicate is that part of the sentence that tells us something about the subject. The main word of the predicate is the verb.

The tourists are waiting for the tour bus. / Les touristes attendent l’autocar.

The subject is the tourists/les touristes. The predicate is are waiting for the tour bus/attendent l’autocar. The verb is are waiting/attendent. The direct object is the tour bus/l’autocar.

preposition  A preposition is a word that establishes a rapport between words.

English:

with, in, on, at, between

French:

with me/avec moi; in the drawer/dans le tiroir; on the table/sur la table

at six o’clock/à six heures; between him and her/entre lui et elle

Review verbs with prepositions beginning on page 51.

present indicative tense  This tense is defined with examples on page 9.

present participle  A present participle is derived from a verb form. In French, it is regularly formed like this: take the nous form of the present indicative tense of the verb you have in mind, then drop the ending ons and add ant. In English, a present participle ends in ing.




	Infinitive
	Present Indicative nous form
	Present participle



	chanter
	nous chantons
	chantant



	to sing
	we sing
	singing



	finir
	nous finissons
	finissant



	to finish
	we finish
	finishing



	vendre
	nous vendons
	vendant



	to sell
	we sell
	selling





 

For the regular formation of present participles and to find out what the three common irregular present participles are, review page 1.

present subjunctive tense  This tense is defined with examples on pages 12 and 13.

pronoun  A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun.




	
l’homme/il

	
la femme/elle

	
l’arbre/il

	
la voiture/elle




	
the man/he

	
the woman/she

	
the tree/it

	
the car/it






 

reflexive pronoun and reflexive verb  In English, a reflexive pronoun is a personal pronoun that contains self or selves. In French and English, a reflexive pronoun is used with a verb that is called reflexive because the action of the verb falls on the reflexive pronoun.

In French, there is a required set of reflexive pronouns for a reflexive verb.




	se laver
	Je me lave.
	Se blesser
	
Elle s’est  blessée.



	to wash oneself
	
I wash myself.
	to hurt oneself
	
She hurt herself.





In French, a reflexive verb is conjugated with être to form the compound tenses. The French term for a reflexive verb is un verbe pronominal because a pronoun goes with the verb. Review the reflexive verbs s’appeler (verb 39, page 106), se blesser (verb 74, page 145), se laver (verb 277, page 373), and se lever (verb 279, page 376). See §8 (page 23) Reflexive Verbs and ­Reciprocal Verbs in French. See also agreement of past participle of a reflexive verb with its reflexive pronoun.

regular verb  A regular verb is a verb that is conjugated in the various tenses according to a fixed pattern. For examples, review pages 20 to 23. See also ­conjugation, irregular verb.

relative pronoun  A relative pronoun is a pronoun that refers to its antecedent.

The girl who is laughing over there is my sister. / La jeune fille qui rit là-bas est ma soeur.

The antecedent is girl/jeune fille. The relative pronoun who/qui refers to the girl. See also antecedent.

sentence  A sentence is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate. The verb is contained in the predicate. A sentence expresses a complete thought.

The train leaves from the North Station at two o’clock in the afternoon. /Le train part de la Gare du Nord à deux heures de l’après-midi.

The subject is train/le train. The predicate is leaves from the North Station at two o’clock in the afternoon/part de la Gare du Nord à deux heures de l’après-midi. The verb is leaves/part. See also complex sentence, compound sentence, simple sentence.

simple sentence  A simple sentence is a sentence that contains one subject and one predicate. The verb is the core of the predicate. The verb is the most important word in a sentence because it tells us what the subject is doing.

Mary is eating an apple from her garden. / Marie mange une pomme de son jardin.

The subject is Mary/Marie. The predicate is is eating an apple from her garden/mange une pomme de son jardin. The verb is is eating/mange. The direct object is an apple/une pomme. From her garden/de son jardin is an adverbial phrase. It tells you from where the apple came. See also complex sentence, compound sentence.

singular  Singular means one. See also plural.

stem of a verb  The stem of a verb is what is left after we drop the ending of its infinitive form. It is necessary to add to the stem the required endings of a regular verb in a particular verb tense.




	   Infinitive
	Ending of infinitive
	Stem



	
donner/to give

	er
	donn



	
choisir/to choose

	ir
	chois



	
vendre/to sell

	re
	vend





See also ending of a verb.

subject  A subject is that part of a sentence that is related to its verb. The verb says something about the subject.

Clara and Isabel are beautiful. / Clara et Isabel sont belles.

subjunctive mood  The subjunctive mood is the mood of a verb that is used in specific cases, e.g., after certain verbs expressing a wish, doubt, emotion, fear, joy, uncertainty, an indefinite expression, an indefinite antecedent, certain conjunctions, and others. The subjunctive mood is used more frequently in French than in English. Review the uses of the subjunctive mood with examples on pages 24 to 29. See also mood of verbs.

subordinate clause  Subordinate clause is another term for dependent clause. See dependent clause.

superlative adjective  A superlative adjective is an adjective that expresses the highest degree when making a comparison of more than two persons or things.




	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative



	
bon/good

	
meilleur/better

	
le meilleur/best




	
mauvais/bad

	
plus mauvais/worse

	
le plus mauvais/worst






 

See also comparative adjective.

superlative adverb  A superlative adverb is an adverb that expresses the highest degree when making a comparison of more than two persons or things.




	Adverb
	Comparative
	Superlative



	
vite/quickly

	
plus vite/more quickly

	
le plus vite/most quickly




	
	
moins vite/less quickly

	
le moins vite/least quickly






See also comparative adverb.

tense of verb  In English and French grammar, tense means time. The tense of the verb indicates the time of the action or state of being. The three major segments of time are past, present, and future. In French, there are fourteen verb tenses, of which seven are simple tenses and seven are compound. Review page 19 for the names of the fourteen tenses in French and English.

transitive verb  A transitive verb is a verb that takes a direct object.

I am closing the window. / Je ferme la fenêtre.

The subject is I/Je. The verb is am closing / ferme. The direct object is the window/la fenêtre.

See also intransitive verb.

verb  A verb is a word that expresses action or a state of being.

Action: Les oiseaux volent. / The birds are flying.

The verb is volent/are flying.

State of being: La jeune fille est heureuse. / The girl is happy.

The verb is est/is.

§13 Guide to French Pronunciation

The purpose of the guide on the next page is to help you pronounce French words as correctly as possible. However, the best way to improve your pronunciation is to imitate spoken French that you hear from speakers who pronounce French accurately. To accomplish this, you may want to consult the Barron’s book Pronounce It Perfectly in French, which comes with three CDs that give you practice, during pauses, in imitating French spoken by French speakers.

In French, there are several spellings for the same sound; for example, the following spellings are all pronounced ay, as in the English word say.

et										 (j’)ai										 (parl)é										  (av)ez										  (all)er										  (l)es

Consonant sounds are approximately the same in French and English. When speaking French, you must raise your voice slightly on the last sound when there is more than one in a group; for example, in pronouncing s’il vous plaît (please), raise your voice slightly on plaît.

There are only four nasal vowel sounds in French. They are expressed in the following catchy phrase, which means “a good white wine.”

un										bon										vin										blanc

How do you nasalize a vowel in French? Instead of letting breath (air) out your mouth, you must push it up your nose so that it does not come out your mouth.

Now become familiar with the guide to French pronunciation. Practice pronouncing each sound first, and then try it out by reading aloud some of the words and expressions on the pages that follow.

Approximate Pronunciation




	IPA Phonetic Symbol
	English Word
	French Word





	
[a]


	something like the vowel sound in Tom
	la




	
[α]


	ah!
	pas



	
[e]


	say

	ai




	
[ә]


	the

	le




	
[i]


	see

	
ici




	
[ε]


	
egg
	mère



	
[y]


	(not an English sound, but close to the sound of few without pronouncing the y sound that comes before the u sound or the w that comes after it)
	lu




	
[ч]


	(not an English sound, but close to “you + ee” without the y sound)
	huit



	
[image: ]


	canyon
	montagne




	
[o]


	also

	hôtel



	
[image: ]


	done
	donne



	
[u]


	too

	ou



	
[∫]


	
ship
	
chose



	
[s]


	kiss

	cesse



	
[ø]


	(not an English sound, but close to pudding)
	peux




	
[œ]


	(not an English sound, but close to purr)
	heure




	
[j]


	
yes
	joyeux



	
[z]


	
zero
	
zéro



	
[ℑ]


	measure
	
je








	Nasal Vowels



	
[image: ]


	(not an English sound, but close to sung)
	un



	
[image: ]


	(not an English sound, but close to song)
	bon




	
[image: ]


	(not an English sound, but close to sang)
	vin




	
[image: ]


	(not an English sound, but close to throng)
	blanc





§14 Verbs Used in Weather Expressions

Quel temps fait-il? / What’s the weather like?

(a) With Il fait . . .

Il fait beau. / The weather is fine. The weather is beautiful.

Il fait beau temps. / The weather is beautiful.

Il fait bon. / It’s nice; It’s good.

Il fait brumeux. / It’s misty.

Il fait chaud. / It’s warm.

Il fait clair. / It is clear.

Il fait de l’orage. / It’s storming. There is a thunderstorm.

Il fait des éclairs. / There’s lightning.

Il fait doux. / It’s mild.

Il fait du soleil. / It’s sunny.

Il fait du tonnerre. / It’s thundering. (You can also say: Il tonne.)

Il fait du vent. / It’s windy.

Il fait frais. / It is cool.

Il fait froid. / It’s cold.

Il fait glissant. / It is slippery.

Il fait humide. / It’s humid.

Il fait jour. / It is daylight.

Il fait lourd. / The weather is sultry.

Il fait mauvais. / The weather is bad.

Il fait nuit. / It is dark.

Il fait sec. / It’s dry.

Il fait une chaleur épouvantable. / It’s awfully (frightfully) hot.

(b) With Il fait un temps . . .

Il fait un temps affreux. / The weather is frightful.

Il fait un temps calme. / The weather is calm.

Il fait un temps couvert. / The weather is cloudy.

Il fait un temps de saison. / The weather is seasonal.

Il fait un temps épouvantable. / The weather is frightful.

Il fait un temps lourd. / It’s muggy.

Il fait un temps magnifique. / The weather is magnificent.

Il fait un temps pourri. / The weather is rotten.

Il fait un temps superbe. / The weather is superb.

(c) With Le temps + verb . . .

Le temps menace. / The weather is threatening.

Le temps s’éclaircit. / The weather is clearing up.

Le temps se couvre. / The sky is overcast.

Le temps se gâte. / The weather is getting bad.

Le temps se met au beau. / The weather is getting beautiful.

Le temps se met au froid. / It’s getting cold.

Le temps se radoucit. / The weather is getting nice again.

Le temps se rafraîchit. / The weather is getting cold.

Le temps se remet. / The weather is clearing up.

(d) With Le ciel est . . .

Le ciel est bleu. / The sky is blue.

Le ciel est calme. / The sky is calm.

Le ciel est couvert. / The sky is cloudy.

Le ciel est gris. / The sky is gray.

Le ciel est serein. / The sky is serene.

(e) With other verbs

Il gèle. / It’s freezing.

Il grêle. / It’s hailing.

Il neige. / It’s snowing.

Il pleut. / It’s raining.

Il pleut à verse. / It’s raining hard.

Il tombe de la grêle. / It’s hailing.

Il va grêler. / It’s going to hail.

Il tonne. / It’s thundering.

Je sors par tous les temps. / I go out in all kinds of weather.

Quelle est la prévision du temps? Quelle est la météo? / What is the weather forecast?

§15 Verbs with Prepositions

French verbs are used with certain prepositions or with no preposition at all. At times, the preposition used with a particular verb changes the meaning entirely, e.g., se passer means to happen and se passer de means to do without.

When you look up a verb among the 501 to find its verb forms (or in the section of over 2,800 verbs), also consult the following categories so that you will learn what preposition that verb requires, if any.

Consult all the categories that are given below; e.g., verbs that take à + noun, verbs that take à + inf., verbs that take de + noun, verbs that take de + inf., verbs that take à + noun + de + inf., verbs that take prepositions other than à or de, verbs that require no preposition, and verbs that do not require any preposition in French whereas in English a preposition is used.

The following are used frequently in French readings and in conversation.

§15.1 The Following Verbs Take à + noun

assister à qqch (à une assemblée, à une réunion, à un spectacle, etc.)  to attend a gathering, a meeting, a theatrical presentation, etc., or to be present at:   Allez-vous assister à la conférence du professeur Godard?  Are you going to attend (to be present at) Prof. Godard’s lecture?  Oui, je vais y assister.  Yes, I am going to attend it.

convenir à qqn ou à qqch  to please (to be pleasing to), to suit (to be suitable to):   Cette robe ne convient pas à la circonstance.  This dress does not suit the occasion.   Cela ne convient pas à mon père.  That is not suitable to my father.

demander à qqn  to ask someone:   Demandez à la dame où s’arrête l’autobus.  Ask the lady where the bus stops.

déplaire à qqn  to displease someone, to be displeasing to someone:   Cet ­homme-là déplaît à ma soeur.  That man is displeasing to my sister.   Cet ­homme-là lui déplaît.  That man is displeasing to her.

désobéir à qqn  to disobey someone:   Ce chien ne désobéit jamais à son maître.  This dog never disobeys his master.   Il ne lui désobéit jamais.  He never disobeys him.

être à qqn  to belong to someone:   Ce livre est à Victor.  This book belongs to Victor. [Note this special possessive meaning when you use être + à.]

faire attention à qqn ou à qqch  to pay attention to someone or to something:   Faites attention au professeur.   Pay attention to the professor.   Faites attention aux marches.  Pay attention to the steps.

se fier à qqn  to trust someone:   Je me fie à mes parents.  I trust my parents.   Je me fie à eux.  I trust them.

goûter à qqch  to taste a little, to sample a little something:   Goûtez à ce gâteau; il est délicieux et vous m’en direz des nouvelles.  Taste a little of this cake; it is delicious, and you will rave about it.   Goûtez-y!  Taste it!

s’habituer à qqn ou à qqch  to get used to someone or something:   Je m’habitue à mon nouveau professeur.  I am getting used to my new teacher.   Je m’habitue à lui.  I am getting used to him.   Je m’habitue à ce travail.  I am getting used to this work.   Je m’y habitue.  I am getting used to it.

s’intéresser à qqn ou à qqch  to be interested in someone or something:   Je m’intéresse aux sports.  I am interested in sports.

jouer à  to play (a game or sport):   Il aime bien jouer à la balle.  He likes to play ball.   Elle aime bien jouer au tennis.  She likes to play tennis.

manquer à qqn  to miss someone (because of an absence):   Vous me manquez.  I miss you.   Ses enfants lui manquent.  He (She) misses his (her) children.

se mêler à qqch  to mingle with, to mix with, to join in:   Il se mêle à tous les groupes à l’école.  He mixes with all the groups at school.

nuire à qqn ou à qqch  to harm someone or something:   Ce que vous faites peut nuire à la réputation de votre famille.  What you are doing may harm the reputation of your family.

obéir à qqn  to obey someone:   Une personne honorable obéit à ses parents.  An honorable person obeys his (her) parents.

s’opposer à qqn ou à qqch  to oppose someone or something:   Je m’oppose aux idées du président.  I am opposed to the president’s ideas.

penser à qqn ou à qqch  to think of (about) someone or something:   Je pense à mes amis.  I am thinking of my friends.   Je pense à eux.  I am thinking of them.   Je pense à mon travail.  I am thinking about my work.   J’y pense.  I am thinking about it. BUT: Que pensez-vous de cela?  What do you think of that?


plaire à qqn  to please, to be pleasing to someone:   Mon mariage plaît à ma famille.  My marriage pleases my family.   Mon mariage leur plaît.  My marriage pleases them (is pleasing to them).

réfléchir à qqch  to think over something:   Il faut que j’y réfléchisse.  I must think it over.

répondre à qqn ou à qqch  to answer someone or something:   J’ai répondu au professeur.  I answered the teacher.   Je lui ai répondu.  I answered him.   J’ai répondu à la lettre.  I answered the letter.   J’y ai répondu.  I answered it.

résister à qqn ou à qqch  to resist someone or something:   Le criminel a résisté à l’agent de police.  The criminal resisted the police officer.

ressembler à qqn  to resemble someone:   Il ressemble beaucoup à sa mère.  He resembles his mother a lot.

réussir à qqch  to succeed in something.   réussir à un examen  to pass an examination:   Il a réussi à l’examen.  He passed the exam.

serrer la main à qqn  to shake hands with someone:   Bobby, va serrer la main à la dame.  Bobby, go shake hands with the lady.

songer à qqn ou à qqch  to dream (to think) of someone or something:   Je songe aux grandes vacances.  I’m dreaming of the summer vacation.

survivre à qqn ou à qqch  to survive someone or something:   Il a survécu à l’ouragan.  He survived the hurricane.

téléphoner à qqn  to telephone someone:   Marie a téléphoné à Paul.  Marie ­telephoned Paul.   Elle lui a téléphoné.  She telephoned him.

§15.2 The Following Verbs Take à + inf.

aider à  to help:   Roger aide son petit frère à faire sa leçon de mathématiques.  Roger is helping his little brother do the math lesson.

aimer à  to like:   J’aime à lire.  I like to read. [Note that aimer à + inf. is used primarily in literary style; ordinarily, use aimer + inf.]

s’amuser à  to amuse oneself, to enjoy, to have fun:   Il y a des élèves qui s’amusent à mettre le professeur en colère.  There are pupils who have fun making the teacher angry.

apprendre à  to learn:   J’apprends à lire.  I am learning to read.

s’apprêter à  to get ready:   Je m’apprête à aller au bal.  I am getting ready to go to the dance.

arriver à  to succeed in:   Jacques arrive à comprendre le subjonctif.  Jack is succeeding in learning the subjunctive.

s’attendre à  to expect:   Je m’attendais à trouver une salle de classe vide.  I was expecting to find an empty classroom.


autoriser à  to authorize, to allow:   Je vous autorise à quitter cette salle de classe tout de suite.  I authorize you to leave this classroom immediately.

avoir à  to have, to be obliged (to do something):   J’ai à faire mes devoirs ce soir.  I have to do my homework tonight.

commencer à  to begin:   Il commence à pleuvoir.  It is beginning to rain. [Note that commencer de + inf. is also correct.]

consentir à  to consent:   Je consens à venir chez vous après le dîner.  I consent (agree) to come to your house after dinner.

continuer à  to continue:   Je continue à étudier le français.  I am continuing to study French. [Note that continuer de + inf. is also correct.]

décider qqn à  to persuade someone:   J’ai décidé mon père à me prêter quelques euros.  I persuaded my father to lend me a few euros.

se décider à  to make up one’s mind:   Il s’est décidé à l’épouser.  He made up his mind to marry her.

demander à  to ask, to request:   Elle demande à parler.  She asks to speak. [Note that here the subjects are the same—she is the one who is asking to speak. If the subjects are different, use demander de: Je vous demande de parler.  I am asking you to talk.]

encourager à  to encourage:   Je l’ai encouragé à suivre un cours de français.  I encouraged him to take a course in French.

s’engager à  to get oneself around (to doing something):   Je ne peux pas ­m’engager à accepter ses idées frivoles.  I can’t get myself around to accepting his (her) frivolous ideas.

enseigner à  to teach:   Je vous enseigne à lire en français.  I am teaching you to read in French.

s’habituer à  to get used (to):   Je m’habitue à parler français couramment.  I am getting used to speaking French fluently.

hésiter à  to hesitate:   J’hésite à répondre à sa lettre.  I hesitate to reply to her (his) letter.

inviter à  to invite:   Monsieur et Madame Boivin ont invité les Béry à dîner chez eux.  Mr. and Mrs. Boivin invited the Bérys to have dinner at their house.

se mettre à  to begin:   L’enfant se met à rire.  The child is beginning to laugh.

parvenir à  to succeed:   Elle est parvenue à devenir docteur.  She succeeded in becoming a doctor.

persister à  to persist:   Je persiste à croire que cet homme est innocent.  I persist in believing that this man is innocent.

se plaire à  to take pleasure in:   Il se plaît à taquiner ses amis.  He takes pleasure in teasing his friends.


recommencer à  to begin again:   Il recommence à pleuvoir.  It is beginning to rain again.

résister à  to resist:   Je résiste à croire qu’il est malhonnête.  I resist believing that he is dishonest.

réussir à  to succeed in:   Henri a réussi à me convaincre.  Henry succeeded in convincing me.

songer à  to dream, to think:   Elle songe à trouver un millionnaire.  She is dreaming of finding a millionaire.

tarder à  to delay:   Mes amis tardent à venir.  My friends are late in coming.

tenir à  to insist, to be anxious:   Je tiens absolument à voir mon enfant cet instant.  I am very anxious to see my child this instant.

venir à  to happen (to):   Si je viens à voir mes amis en ville, je vous le dirai.  If I happen to see my friends downtown, I will tell you (so).

§15.3 The Following Verbs Take de + noun

s’agir de  to be a question of, to be a matter of:   Il s’agit de l’amour.  It is a matter of love.

s’approcher de  to approach:   La dame s’approche de la porte et elle l’ouvre.  The lady approaches the door and opens it.

changer de  to change:   Je dois changer de train à Paris.  I have to change trains in Paris.

dépendre de  to depend on:   Je veux sortir avec toi mais cela dépend des circonstances.  I want to go out with you, but that depends on the circumstances.

douter de  to doubt:   Je doute de la véracité de ce que vous dites.  I doubt the veracity of what you are saying.

se douter de  to suspect:   Je me doute de ses actions.  I suspect his (her) actions.

féliciter de  to congratulate on:   Je vous félicite de vos progrès.  I congratulate you on your progress.

jouer de  to play (a musical instrument):   Je sais jouer du piano.  I know how to play the piano.

jouir de  to enjoy:   Mon père jouit d’une bonne santé.  My father enjoys good health.

manquer de  to lack:  Cette personne manque de politesse.  This person lacks courtesy.   Mon frère manque de bon sens.  My brother lacks common sense.

se méfier de  to distrust, to mistrust, to beware of:   Je me méfie des personnes que je ne connais pas.  I distrust persons whom I do not know.

se moquer de  to make fun of:   Les enfants aiment se moquer d’un singe.  Children like to make fun of a monkey.


s’occuper de  to be busy with:   Madame Boulanger s’occupe de son mari infirme.  Mrs. Boulanger is busy with her disabled husband.   Je m’occupe de mes affaires.  I mind my own business.   Occupez-vous de vos affaires!  Mind your own business!

partir de  to leave:   Il est parti de la maison à 8 h.  He left the house at 8 o’clock.

se passer de to do without:   Je me passe de sel.  I do without salt.

se plaindre de  to complain about:   Il se plaint toujours de son travail.  He always complains about his work.

remercier de  to thank:   Je vous remercie de votre bonté.  I thank you for your kindness. [Use remercier de + an abstract noun or + inf.;  Use remercier pour + a concrete object; e.g.,   Je vous remercie pour le cadeau.  I thank you for the present.]

se rendre compte de  to realize:   Je me rends compte de la condition de cette personne.  I realize the condition of this person.

rire de  to laugh at;   Tout le monde rit de cette personne.  Everybody laughs at this person.

se servir de  to employ, to use, to make use of:   Je me sers d’un stylo quand j’écris une lettre.  I use a pen when I write a letter.

se soucier de  to care about, to be concerned about:   Marc se soucie de ses amis.  Marc cares about his friends.

se souvenir de  to remember:   Oui, je me souviens de Gervaise.  Yes, I remember Gervaise.   Je me souviens de lui.  I remember him.   Je me souviens d’elle.  I remember her.   Je me souviens de l’été passé.  I remember last summer.   Je m’en souviens.  I remember it.

tenir de  to take after (to resemble):   Julie tient de sa mère.  Julie takes after her mother.

§15.4 The Following Verbs Take de + inf.

s’agir de  to be a question of, to be a matter of:   Il s’agit de faire les devoirs tous les jours.  It is a matter of doing the homework every day.

avoir peur de  to be afraid of:   Le petit garçon a peur de traverser la rue seul.  The little boy is afraid of crossing the street alone.

cesser de  to stop, to cease:   Il a cessé de pleuvoir.  It has stopped raining.

commencer de  to begin:   Il a commencé de pleuvoir.  It has started to rain. [Note that commencer à + inf. is also correct.]

continuer de  to continue:   Il continue de pleuvoir.  It’s still raining. OR It’s continuing to rain. [Note that continuer à + inf. is also correct.]

convenir de faire qqch  to agree to do something:   Nous avons convenu de venir chez vous.  We agreed to coming to your place.


craindre de  to be afraid of, to fear:   La petite fille craint de traverser la rue seule.  The little girl is afraid of crossing the street alone.

décider de  to decide:   J’ai décidé de partir tout de suite.  I decided to leave immediately.   Il a décidé d’acheter la maison.  He decided to buy the house.

demander de  to ask, to request:   Je vous demande de parler.  I am asking you to speak. [Note that here the subjects are different: I am asking you to speak; whereas, when the subjects are the same, use damander à:   Elle demande à parler.  She is asking to speak.   Je demande à parler.  I am asking to speak.]

se dépêcher de  to hurry:   Je me suis dépêché de venir chez vous pour vous dire quelque chose.  I hurried to come to your place in order to tell you something.

empêcher de  to keep from, to prevent:   Je vous empêche de sortir.  I prevent you from going out.

s’empresser de  to hurry:   Je m’empresse de venir chez toi.  I am hurrying to come to your place.

essayer de  to try:   J’essaye d’ouvrir la porte mais je ne peux pas.  I’m trying to open the door, but I can’t.

féliciter de  to congratulate:   On m’a félicité d’avoir gagné le prix.  I was congratulated on having won the prize.

finir de  to finish:   J’ai fini de travailler sur cette composition.  I have finished working on this composition.

gronder de  to scold:   La maîtresse a grondé l’élève d’avoir fait beaucoup de fautes dans le devoir.  The teacher scolded the pupil for having made many errors in the homework.

se hâter de  to hurry:   Je me hâte de venir chez toi.  I am hurrying to come to your house.

manquer de  to neglect to, to fail to, to forget to:   Guy a manqué de compléter sa leçon de français.  Guy neglected to complete his French lesson.

offrir de  to offer:   J’ai offert d’écrire une lettre pour elle.  I offered to write a letter for her.

oublier de  to forget:   J’ai oublié de vous donner la monnaie.  I forgot to give you the change.

persuader de  to persuade:   J’ai persuadé mon père de me prêter quelques euros.  I persuaded my father to lend me a few euros.

prendre garde de   to take care not to:   Prenez garde de tomber.  Be careful not to fall.

prendre le parti de faire qqch  to decide to do something:   Théodore n’a pas hésité à prendre le parti de voter pour elle.  Theodore did not hesitate to decide to vote for her.


prier de  to beg:   Je vous prie d’arrêter.  I beg you to stop.

promettre de  to promise:   J’ai promis de venir chez toi à 8 h.  I promised to come to your place at 8 o’clock.

refuser de  to refuse:   Je refuse de le croire.  I refuse to believe it.

regretter de  to regret, to be sorry:   Je regrette d’être obligé de vous dire cela.  I am sorry to be obliged to tell you that.

remercier de  to thank:   Je vous remercie d’être venu si vite.  I thank you for coming (having come) so quickly. [Use remercier de + inf. or + abstract noun. Use remercier pour + concrete object.]

se souvenir de  to remember:   Tu vois? Je me suis souvenu de venir chez toi.  You see? I remembered to come to your house.

tâcher de  to try:   Tâche de finir tes devoirs avant de sortir.  Try to finish your homework before going out.

venir de  to have just (done something):   Je viens de manger.  I have just eaten. OR I just ate.

§15.5 The Following Verbs Commonly Take à + noun + de + inf.

The model to follow is:   J’ai conseillé à Robert de suivre un cours de français.  I advised Robert to take a course in French.

conseiller à  to advise:   J’ai conseillé à Jeanne de se marier.  I advised Joan to get married.

défendre à  to forbid:   Mon père défend à mon frère de fumer.  My father forbids my brother to smoke.

demander à  to ask, to request:   J’ai demandé à Marie de venir.  I asked Mary to come.

dire à  to say, to tell:   J’ai dit à Charles de venir.  I told Charles to come.

interdire à  to forbid:   Mon père interdit à mon frêre de fumer.  My father forbids my brother to smoke.

ordonner à  to order:   J’ai ordonné au chauffeur de ralentir.  I ordered the driver to slow down.

permettre à  to permit:   J’ai permis à l’étudiant de partir quelques minutes avant la fin de la classe.  I permitted the student to leave a few minutes before the end of class.

promettre à  to promise:   J’ai promis à mon ami d’arriver à l’heure.  I promised my friend to arrive on time.

téléphoner à  to telephone:   J’ai téléphoné à Marcel de venir me voir.  I phoned Marcel to come to see me.


§15.6 The Following Verbs Take Prepositions Other Than à or de

commencer par + inf.  to begin by + present participle:   La présidente a commencé par discuter les problèmes de la société.  The president began by discussing the problems in society.

continuer par + inf.  to continue by + pres. part.:   La maîtresse a continué la conférence par lire un poème.  The teacher continued the lecture by reading a poem.

entrer dans + noun  to enter, to go in:   Elle est entrée dans le restaurant.  She went into the restaurant.

être en colère contre qqn  to be angry with someone:   Monsieur Laroche est toujours en colère contre ses voisins.  Mr. Laroche is always angry with his neighbors.

finir par + inf.  to end up by + pres. part.:   Clément a fini par épouser une femme plus âgée que lui.  Clement ended up marrying a woman older than he.

s’incliner devant qqn  to bow to someone:   La princesse s’incline devant la reine.  The princess is bowing to the queen.

insister pour + inf.  to insist on, upon:   J’insiste pour obtenir tous mes droits.  I insist on obtaining all my rights.

se marier avec qqn  to marry someone:   Elle va se marier avec lui.  She is going to marry him.

se mettre en colère  to become angry, upset:   Monsieur Leduc se met en colère facilement.  Mr. Leduc gets angry easily.

se mettre en route  to start out, to set out:   Ils se sont mis en route dès l’aube.  They started out at dawn.

remercier pour + a concrete noun  to thank for:   Je vous remercie pour le joli cadeau.  I thank you for the pretty present. [Remember to use remercier pour + a concrete object; use remercier de + an abstract noun or + inf.   Je vous remercie de votre bonté.  I thank you for your kindness.   Je vous remercie d’être venue si vite.  I thank you for coming so quickly.]

§15.7 The Following Verbs Require No Preposition Before the Infinitive

adorer + inf.  to adore, to love:   Madame Morin adore mettre tous ses bijoux avant de sortir.  Mrs. Morin loves to put on all her jewelry before going out.

aimer + inf.  to like:   J’aime lire.  I like to read. [You may also say:   J’aime à lire, but aimer + à + inf. is used primarily in literary style.]

aimer mieux + inf.  to prefer:   J’aime mieux rester ici.  I prefer to stay here.

aller + inf.  to go:   Je vais faire mes devoirs maintenant.  I am going to do my homework now.


apercevoir + inf.  to perceive:   J’aperçois avancer l’ouragan.  I notice the hurricane advancing. [This is a verb of perception. You may also say:   J’aperçois l’ouragan qui s’avance.]

compter + inf.  to intend:   Je compte aller en France l’été prochain.  I intend to go to France next summer.

croire + inf.  to believe:   Il croit être innocent.  He believes he is innocent.

désirer + inf.  to desire, to wish:   Je désire prendre une tasse de café.  I desire to have a cup of coffee.

devoir + inf.  to have to, ought to:   Je dois faire mes devoirs avant de sortir.  I have to do my homework before going out.

écouter + inf.  to listen to:   J’écoute chanter les enfants.  I am listening to the children singing. [This is a verb of perception. You may also say:   J’écoute les enfants qui chantent.]

entendre + inf.  to hear:   J’entends chanter les enfants.  I hear the children singing. [This is a verb of perception. You may also say:   J’entends les enfants qui chantent.]

espérer + inf.  to hope:   J’espère aller en France.  I hope to go to France.

faire + inf.  to cause, to make, to have something done by someone:   Le ­professeur fait travailler les élèves dans la salle de classe.  The teacher has the pupils work in the classroom. (See causative faire, page 35.)

falloir + inf.  to be necessary:   Il faut être honnête.  One must be honest.

laisser + inf.  to let, to allow:   Je vous laisse partir.  I am letting you go.

oser + inf.  to dare:   Ce garçon ose dire n’importe quoi.  This boy dares to say anything.

paraître + inf.  to appear, to seem:   Elle paraît être capable.  She appears to be capable.

penser + inf.  to think, to plan, to intend:   Je pense aller à Paris.  I intend to go to Paris.

pouvoir + inf.  to be able, can:   Je peux marcher mieux maintenant après l’accident.  I can walk better now after the accident.

préférer + inf.  to prefer:   Je préfère manger maintenant.  I prefer to eat now.

regarder + inf.  to look at:   Je regarde voler les oiseaux.  I am looking at the birds flying. [This is a verb of perception. You may also say:   Je regarde les oiseaux qui volent.]

savoir + inf.  to know, to know how:   Je sais nager.  I know how to swim.

sentir + inf.  to feel:   Je sens s’approcher l’ouragan.  I feel the hurricane approaching. [This is a verb of perception. You can also say:   Je sens l’ouragan qui s’approche.]


sentir + inf.  to smell:   Je sens venir une odeur agréable du jardin.  I smell a pleasant fragrance coming from the garden. [This is another verb of perception. You may also say:   Je sens une odeur agréable qui vient du jardin.]

valoir mieux + inf.  to be better:   Il vaut mieux être honnête.  It is better to be honest.

venir + inf.  to come:   Gérard vient voir ma nouvelle voiture.  Gerard is coming to see my new car.

voir + inf.  to see:   Je vois courir les enfants.  I see the children running. [This is another verb of perception. You may also say:   Je vois les enfants qui courent.]

vouloir + inf.  to want:   Je veux venir chez vous.  I want to come to your house.

§15.8 The Following Verbs Do Not Require a Preposition, Whereas in English a Preposition Is Used

approuver  to approve of:   J’approuve votre décision.  I approve of your decision.

attendre  to wait for:   J’attends l’autobus depuis vingt minutes.  I have been waiting for the bus for twenty minutes.

chercher  to look for:   Je cherche mon livre.  I’m looking for my book.

demander  to ask for:   Je demande une réponse.  I am asking for a reply

écouter  to listen to:   J’écoute la musique.  I am listening to the music.   J’écoute le professeur.  I am listening to the teacher.

envoyer chercher  to send for:   J’ai envoyé chercher le docteur.  I sent for the doctor.

essayer  to try on:   Elle a essayé une jolie robe.  She tried on a pretty dress.

habiter  to live in:   J’habite cette maison.  I live in this house.

ignorer  to be unaware of:   J’ignore ce fait.  I am unaware of this fact.

mettre  to put on:   Elle a mis la robe rouge.  She put on the red dress.

payer  to pay for:  J’ai payé le dîner.  I paid for the dinner.

pleurer  to cry about, to cry over:   Elle pleure la perte de son petit chien.  She is crying over the loss of her little dog.

prier  to pray to:  Elle prie le ciel.  She is praying to the heavens.   Elle prie la Vierge.  She is praying to the Holy Mother.

puer  to stink of:   Cet ivrogne pue l’alcool.  This drunkard stinks of alcohol.

regarder  to look at:   Je regarde le ciel.  I am looking at the sky.

sentir  to smell of:   Robert, ta chambre sent la porcherie.  Robert, your room smells like a pigsty (pigpen).

soigner  to take care of:   Cette personne soigne les pauvres.  This person takes care of (cares for) poor people.


Essential 55 Verb List

Beginning students should pay careful attention to the verbs in this list. We have chosen them because they represent important spelling changes and popular usage. If you study these key verbs, you will be able to conjugate just about any verb you come across and express yourself in correct idiomatic French.




	acheter
	
	garder



	aimer
	
	jouer



	
aller/s’en aller (Verb Pair)
	
	
laver/se laver (Verb Pair)



	apprendre
	
	se lever



	attendre
	
	lire



	avoir
	
	manger



	boire
	
	mettre/se mettre



	chanter
	
	(Verb Pair)



	choisir
	
	monter



	commencer
	
	parler



	connaître
	
	partir



	courir
	
	payer



	couvrir
	
	perdre



	se débrouiller
	
	pouvoir



	devoir
	
	prendre



	dire
	
	rendre



	donner
	
	rentrer



	dormir
	
	savoir



	écrire
	
	sentir



	entendre
	
	sortir



	entrer
	
	tenir



	envoyer
	
	tomber



	éteindre
	
	vendre



	être
	
	venir



	étudier
	
	voir



	faire
	
	vouloir



	finir
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Subject Pronouns

A. The subject pronouns for all verb forms on the following pages have been omitted in order to emphasize the verb forms, which is what this book is all about.

B. The subject pronouns that have been omitted are, as you know, as follows:






	Singular
	Plural



	
je or j’

	nous



	tu
	vous



	il, elle, on
	ils, elles





C. You realize, of course, that when you use a verb form in the imperative (command), you do not use the subject pronoun with it, as is also done in English. Example: Parlez! Speak! If you use a reflexive verb in the imperative, drop the subject pronoun but keep the reflexive pronoun. Example: Lavez-vous! Wash yourself!







Abbreviations

adj. adjectif (adjective)

adv. adverbe (adverb)

ant. antérieur (anterior)

art. article

comp. computer

cond. conditionnel (conditional)

def. défini (definite)

dir. direct

e.g. for example

f. or fem. féminin (feminine)

fam. familiar

fut. futur (future)

i.e. that is, that is to say

imp. imparfait (imperfect)

ind. indicatif (indicative)

inf. infinitif (infinitive)

m. or masc. masculin (masculine)

n. nom (noun)

obj. objet (object)

p. page

pp. pages

part. participe (participle)

pl. pluriel (plural)

plpf. plus-que-parfait (pluperfect)

pr or prés. présent (present)

prep. préposition (preposition)

pron. pronom (pronoun)

qqch quelque chose (something)

qqn quelqu’un (someone, somebody)

refl. reflexive

s. or sing. singulier (singular)

subj. subjonctif (subjunctive)

v. verbe (verb)








 

 




abaisser (1)

to lower, to reduce, to humiliate, to humble

Part. passé abaissé 

Part. pr. abaissant

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	abaisse
	abaissons



	abaisses
	abaissez



	abaisse
	abaissent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	abaissais
	abaissions



	abaissais
	abaissiez



	abaissait
	abaissaient














	3
	
passé simple




	abaissai
	abaissâmes



	abaissas
	abaissâtes



	abaissa
	abaissèrent














	4
	
futur




	abaisserai
	abaisserons



	abaisseras
	abaisserez



	abaissera
	abaisseront














	5
	
conditionnel




	abaisserais
	abaisserions



	abaisserais
	abaisseriez



	abaisserait
	abaisseraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	abaisse
	abaissions



	abaisses
	abaissiez



	abaisse
	abaissent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	abaissasse
	abaissassions



	abaissasses
	abaissassiez



	abaissât
	abaissassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai abaissé
	avons abaissé



	as abaissé
	avez abaissé



	a abaissé
	ont abaissé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais abaissé
	avions abaissé



	avais abaissé
	aviez abaissé



	avait abaissé
	avaient abaissé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus abaissé
	eûmes abaissé



	eus abaissé
	eûtes abaissé



	eut abaissé
	eurent abaissé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai abaissé
	aurons abaissé



	auras abaissé
	aurez abaissé



	aura abaissé
	auront abaissé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais abaissé
	aurions abaissé



	aurais abaissé
	auriez abaissé



	aurait abaissé
	auraient abaissé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie abaissé
	ayons abaissé



	aies abaissé
	ayez abaissé



	ait abaissé
	aient abaissé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse abaissé
	eussions abaissé



	eusses abaissé
	eussiez abaissé



	eût abaissé
	eussent abaissé












impératif




	abaisse



	abaissons



	abaissez









abaisser le store to pull down the (venetian) blind, shade

abaisser les yeux to cast one’s eyes down, to look down

un abaissement abasement, lowering abaisser qqn to humiliate someone abaisser la valeur de qqch to bring down the value of something

un abaisse-langue tongue depressor

un rabais reduction

vendre au rabais to sell at a discount

Il est important d’abaisser votre taux de cholestérol. It’s important to lower your cholesterol level.

See also s’abaisser and baisser.




Syn.: diminuer to diminish; humilier to humiliate (212); minimiser to minimize (486); rabaisser to reduce (63) Ant.: augmenter to increase; élever to raise; glorifier to glorify (212)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




s’abaisser (2)

to humble oneself, to lower oneself, to condescend, to slope downward

Part. pr. s’abaissant 

Part. passé abaissé

Reflexive regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	m’abaisse
	nous abaissons



	t’abaisses
	vous abaissez



	s’abaisse
	s’abaissent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	m’abaissais
	nous abaissions



	t’abaissais
	vous abaissiez



	s’abaissait
	s’abaissaient














	3
	
passé simple




	m’abaissai
	nous abaissâmes



	t’abaissas
	vous abaissâtes



	s’abaissa
	s’abaissèrent














	4
	
futur




	m’abaisserai
	nous abaisserons



	t’abaisseras
	vous abaisserez



	s’abaissera
	s’abaisseront














	5
	
conditionnel




	m’abaisserais
	nous abaisserions



	t’abaisserais
	vous abaisseriez



	s’abaisserait
	s’abaisseraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	m’abaisse
	nous abaissions



	t’abaisses
	vous abaissiez



	s’abaisse
	s’abaissent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	m’abaissasse
	nous abaissassions



	t’abaissasses
	vous abaissassiez



	s’abaissât
	s’abaissassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	me suis abaissé(e)
	nous sommes abaissé(e)s



	t’es abaissé(e)
	vous êtes abaissé(e)(s)



	s’est abaissé(e)
	se sont abaissé(e)s














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	m’étais abaissé(e)
	nous étions abaissé(e)s



	t’étais abaissé(e)
	vous étiez abaissé(e)(s)



	s’était abaissé(e)
	s’étaient abaissé(e)s














	10
	
passé antérieur




	me fus abaissé(e)
	nous fûmes abaissé(e)s



	te fus abaissé(e)
	vous fûtes abaissé(e)(s)



	se fut abaissé(e)
	se furent abaissé(e)s














	11
	
futur antérieur




	me serai abaissé(e)
	nous serons abaissé(e)s



	te seras abaissé(e)
	vous serez abaissé(e)(s)



	se sera abaissé(e)
	se seront abaissé(e)s














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	me serais abaissé(e)
	nous serions abaissé(e)s



	te serais abaissé(e)
	vous seriez abaissé(e)(s)



	se serait abaissé(e)
	se seraient abaissé(e)s














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	me sois abaissé(e)
	nous soyons abaissé(e)s



	te sois abaissé(e)
	vous soyez abaissé(e)(s)



	se soit abaissé(e)
	se soient abaissé(e)s














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	me fusse abaissé(e)
	nous fussions abaissé(e)s



	te fusses abaissé(e)
	vous fussiez abaissé(e)(s)



	se fût abaissé(e)
	se fussent abaissé(e)s












impératif




	abaisse-toi; ne t’abaisse pas



	abaissons-nous; ne nous abaissons pas



	abaissez-vous; ne vous abaissez pas









s’abaisser to decline, to go down

s’abaisser à to stoop to

s’abaisser devant qqn to humble oneself before someone

Le taux de chômage s’est abaissé. The unemployment rate declined.

Car quiconque s’élève sera abaissé, et celui qui s’abaisse sera élevé. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. (Luke 14:11)

See also abaisser and baisser.




Syn.: condescendre à to condescend to (394); s’humilier to humble oneself (2, 212) Ant.: se hisser to hoist oneself (83); se glorifier de to glory in (2, 212)






 

 




abasourdir (3)

to daze, to deafen, to stun, to bewilder, to stupefy

Part. passé abasourdi 

Part. pr. abasourdissant

Regular -ir verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	abasourdis
	abasourdissons



	abasourdis
	abasourdissez



	abasourdit
	abasourdissent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	abasourdissais
	abasourdissions



	abasourdissais
	abasourdissiez



	abasourdissait
	abasourdissaient














	3
	
passé simple




	abasourdis
	abasourdîmes



	abasourdis
	abasourdîtes



	abasourdit
	abasourdirent














	4
	
futur




	abasourdirai
	abasourdirons



	abasourdiras
	abasourdirez



	abasourdira
	abasourdiront














	5
	
conditionnel




	abasourdirais
	abasourdirions



	abasourdirais
	abasourdiriez



	abasourdirait
	abasourdiraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	abasourdisse
	abasourdissions



	abasourdisses
	abasourdissiez



	abasourdisse
	abasourdissent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	abasourdisse
	abasourdissions



	abasourdisses
	abasourdissiez



	abasourdît
	abasourdissent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai abasourdi
	avons abasourdi



	as abasourdi
	avez abasourdi



	a abasourdi
	ont abasourdi














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais abasourdi
	avions abasourdi



	avais abasourdi
	aviez abasourdi



	avait abasourdi
	avaient abasourdi














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus abasourdi
	eûmes abasourdi



	eus abasourdi
	eûtes abasourdi



	eut abasourdi
	eurent abasourdi














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai abasourdi
	aurons abasourdi



	auras abasourdi
	aurez abasourdi



	aura abasourdi
	auront abasourdi














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais abasourdi
	aurions abasourdi



	aurais abasourdi
	auriez abasourdi



	aurait abasourdi
	auraient abasourdi














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie abasourdi
	ayons abasourdi



	aies abasourdi
	ayez abasourdi



	ait abasourdi
	aient abasourdi














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse abasourdi
	eussions abasourdi



	eusses abasourdi
	eussiez abasourdi



	eût abasourdi
	eussent abasourdi












impératif




	abasourdis



	abasourdissons



	abasourdissez









assourdir to deafen, to deaden a sound, to muffle

s’assourdir to soften the sound of a consonant, to unvoice a consonant

abasourdissant, abasourdissante astounding, amazing

sourd, sourde deaf

devenir sourd to become deaf

faire la sourde oreille to turn a deaf ear, not to listen

être sourd à to be deaf to

la surdité deafness

un abasourdissement amazement, astonishment, bewilderment

Ce que j’ai vu à la télé m’a abasourdi. I was stunned by what I saw on TV.


The s in abasourdir is pronounced as if it were written z.






Syn.: étourdir to daze, to bewilder; étonner to amaze, to stun Ant.: éveiller to awaken (109); calmer to calm (27)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 



abattre (4)

to dishearten, to strike down, to cut down, to knock down, to slaughter

Part. pr. abattant 

Part. passé abattu

Irregular verb in 1st, 2d, 3d present indicative



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	abats
	abattons



	abats
	abattez



	abat
	abattent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	abattais
	abattions



	abattais
	abattiez



	abattait
	abattaient














	3
	
passé simple




	abattis
	abattîmes



	abattis
	abattîtes



	abattit
	abattirent














	4
	
futur




	abattrai
	abattrons



	abattras
	abattrez



	abattra
	abattront














	5
	
conditionnel




	abattrais
	abattrions



	abattrais
	abattriez



	abattrait
	abattraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	abatte
	abattions



	abattes
	abattiez



	abatte
	abattent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	abattisse
	abattissions



	abattisses
	abattissiez



	abattît
	abattît













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai abattu
	avons abattu



	as abattu
	avez abattu



	a abattu
	ont abattu














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais abattu
	avions abattu



	avais abattu
	aviez abattu



	avait abattu
	avaient abattu














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus abattu
	eûmes abattu



	eus abattu
	eûtes abattu



	eut abattu
	eurent abattu














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai abattu
	aurons abattu



	auras abattu
	aurez abattu



	aura abattu
	auront abattu














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais abattu
	aurions abattu



	aurais abattu
	auriez abattu



	aurait abattu
	auraient abattu














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie abattu
	ayons abattu



	aies abattu
	ayez abattu



	ait abattu
	aient abattu














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse abattu
	eussions abattu



	eusses abattu
	eussiez abattu



	eût abattu
	eussent abattu












impératif




	abats



	abattons



	abattez









l’abattage m. slaughtering of animals

un abattoir slaughterhouse

rabattre to pull down, to turn down, to knock down, to beat down

un rabat-joie killjoy, “wet blanket”; (des rabat-joie)

un abatteur slaughterer of animals

à bas! down with! à bas les devoirs! down with homework!

un abat-jour lampshade

un abat-son louver

Le gangster fut abattu dans la rue. The gangster was struck down (killed) in the street.

See also battre, se battre, and combattre.




Syn.: démolir to demolish; couper to cut; renverser to knock over (492); accabler to overwhelm (407) Ant.: bâtir to build; remonter to go up again (298); élever to raise






 

 




abolir (5)

to abolish, to do away with

Part. passé aboli

Part. pr. abolissant

Regular -ir verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	abolis
	abolissons



	abolis
	abolissez



	abolit
	abolissent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	abolissais
	abolissions



	abolissais
	abolissiez



	abolissait
	abolissaient














	3
	
passé simple




	abolis
	abolîmes



	abolis
	abolîtes



	abolit
	abolirent














	4
	
futur




	abolirai
	abolirons



	aboliras
	abolirez



	abolira
	aboliront














	5
	
conditionnel




	abolirais
	abolirions



	abolirais
	aboliriez



	abolirait
	aboliraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	abolisse
	abolissions



	abolisses
	abolissiez



	abolisse
	abolissent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	abolisse
	abolissions



	abolisses
	abolissiez



	abolît
	abolissent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai aboli
	avons aboli



	as aboli
	avez aboli



	a aboli
	ont aboli














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais aboli
	avions aboli



	avais aboli
	aviez aboli



	avait aboli
	avaient aboli














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus aboli
	eûmes aboli



	eus aboli
	eûtes aboli



	eut aboli
	eurent aboli














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai aboli
	aurons aboli



	auras aboli
	aurez aboli



	aura aboli
	auront aboli














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais aboli
	aurions aboli



	aurais aboli
	auriez aboli



	aurait aboli
	auraient aboli














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie aboli
	ayons aboli



	aies aboli
	ayez aboli



	ait aboli
	aient aboli














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse aboli
	eussions aboli



	eusses aboli
	eussiez aboli



	eût aboli
	eussent aboli












impératif




	abolis



	abolissons



	abolissez









Le législateur a soumis un projet de loi abolissant la peine de mort. The legislator submitted a bill abolishing the death penalty.

l’abolition f. abolition

l’abolitionnisme m. abolitionism

abolitionniste abolitionist

Les abolitionnistes ont réussi à éliminer l’esclavage. The abolitionists succeeded in eliminating slavery.




Syn.: annuler to annul (81); supprimer to suppress (220); abroger to repeal (263); révoquer to revoke (219) Ant.: maintenir to maintain (463); promulguer to promulgate (307)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




absoudre (6)

to absolve

Part. pr. absolvant 

Part. passé absous (absoute)

Irregular verb *Tense Nos. 3 and 7 of this verb are rarely used.



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	absous
	absolvons



	absous
	absolvez



	absout
	absolvent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	absolvais
	absolvions



	absolvais
	absolviez



	absolvait
	absolvaient














	*3
	
passé simple




	absolus
	absolûmes



	absolus
	absolûtes



	absolut
	absolurent














	4
	
futur




	absoudrai
	absoudrons



	absoudras
	absoudrez



	absoudra
	absoudront














	5
	
conditionnel




	absoudrais
	absoudrions



	absoudrais
	absoudriez



	absoudrait
	absoudraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	absolve
	absolvions



	absolves
	absolviez



	absolve
	absolvent














	*7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	absolusse
	absolussions



	absolusses
	absolussiez



	absolût
	absolussent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai absous
	avons absous



	as absous
	avez absous



	a absous
	ont absous














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais absous
	avions absous



	avais absous
	aviez absous



	avait absous
	avaient absous














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus absous
	eûmes absous



	eus absous
	eûtes absous



	eut absous
	eurent absous














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai absous
	aurons absous



	auras absous
	aurez absous



	aura absous
	auront absous














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais absous
	aurions absous



	aurais absous
	auriez absous



	aurait absous
	auraient absous














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie absous
	ayons absous



	aies absous
	ayez absous



	ait absous
	aient absous














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse absous
	eussions absous



	eusses absous
	eussiez absous



	eût absous
	eussent absous












impératif




	absous



	absolvons



	absolvez









une absolution absolution (of a sin)

donner l’absolution à un pécheur to absolve a sinner (of his sins)

une absoute recitation of prayers for the dead

absolument absolutely; Je le veux absolument. I really insist upon it.

 une confiance absolue complete confidence un refus absolu absolute (flat) refusal absolument pas! certainly not!

absolument rien! absolutely nothing!

The b in absoudre is pronounced as if it were written p. See also résoudre.




Syn.: disculper to exonerate (27); excuser to excuse; innocenter de to clear of (90); pardonner to pardon Ant.: accuser to accuse; condamner to condemn (98); inculper de to charge with (27)






 

 




s’abstenir (7)

to abstain

Part. passé abstenu

Part. pr. s’abstenant

Reflexive irregular verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	m’abstiens
	nous abstenons



	t’abstiens
	vous abstenez



	s’abstient
	s’abstiennent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	m’abstenais
	nous abstenions



	t’abstenais
	vous absteniez



	s’abstenait
	s’abstenaient














	3
	
passé simple




	m’abstins
	nous abstînmes



	t’abstins
	vous abstîntes



	s’abstint
	s’abstinrent














	4
	
futur




	m’abstiendrai
	nous abstiendrons



	t’abstiendras
	vous abstiendrez



	s’abstiendra
	s’abstiendront














	5
	
conditionnel




	m’abstiendrais
	nous abstiendrions



	t’abstiendrais
	vous abstiendriez



	s’abstiendrait
	s’abstiendraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	m’abstienne
	nous abstenions



	t’abstiennes
	vous absteniez



	s’abstienne
	s’abstiennent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	m’abstinsse
	nous abstinssions



	t’abstinsses
	vous abstinssiez



	s’abstînt
	s’abstinssent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	me suis abstenu(e)
	nous sommes abstenu(e)s



	t’es abstenu(e)
	vous êtes abstenu(e)(s)



	s’est abstenu(e)
	se sont abstenu(e)s














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	m’étais abstenu(e)
	nous étions abstenu(e)s



	t’étais abstenu(e)
	vous étiez abstenu(e)(s)



	s’était abstenu(e)
	s’étaient abstenu(e)s














	10
	
passé antérieur




	me fus abstenu(e)
	nous fûmes abstenu(e)s



	te fus abstenu(e)
	vous fûtes abstenu(e)(s)



	se fut abstenu(e)
	se furent abstenu(e)s














	11
	
futur antérieur




	me serai abstenu(e)
	nous serons abstenu(e)s



	te seras abstenu(e)
	vous serez abstenu(e)(s)



	se sera abstenu(e)
	se seront abstenu(e)s














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	me serais abstenu(e)
	nous serions abstenu(e)s



	te serais abstenu(e)
	vous seriez abstenu(e)(s)



	se serait abstenu(e)
	se seraient absttenu(e)s














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	me sois abstenu(e)
	nous soyons abstenu(e)s



	te sois abstenu(e)
	vous soyez abstenu(e)(s)



	se soit abstenu(e)
	se soient abstenu(e)s














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	me fusse abstenu(e)
	nous fussions abstenu(e)s



	te fusses abstenu(e)
	vous fussiez abstenu(e)(s)



	se fût abstenu(e)
	se fussent abstenu(e)s












impératif




	abstiens-toi; ne t’abstiens pas



	abstenons-nous; ne nous abstenons pas



	abstenez-vous; ne vous abstenez pas







s’abstenir de to abstain from, to refrain from

l’abstinence f. abstinence

l’abstention f. abstention

abstinent, abstinente abstinent

faire abstinence de to abstain from

un abstentionniste abstentionist

s’abstenir de faire to refrain from doing

Je m’abstiens d’envoyer les SMS au volant. I refrain from texting while driving (lit.: at the wheel).



The b in s’abstenir is pronounced as if it were written p.




Syn.: se garder de to be careful not to (240, 33); se refuser to deny oneself (384, 122); se priver de to do without (277); renoncer à to renounce (371) Ant.: se permettre de to take the liberty (339, 33); participer à to participate in (251)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 



accepter (8)

to accept

Part. pr. acceptant 

Part. passé accepté

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accepte
	acceptons



	acceptes
	acceptez



	accepte
	acceptent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	acceptais
	acceptions



	acceptais
	acceptiez



	acceptait
	acceptaient














	3
	
passé simple




	acceptai
	acceptâmes



	acceptas
	acceptâtes



	accepta
	acceptèrent














	4
	
futur




	accepterai
	accepterons



	accepteras
	accepterez



	acceptera
	accepteront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accepterais
	accepterions



	accepterais
	accepteriez



	accepterait
	accepteraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accepte
	acceptions



	acceptes
	acceptiez



	accepte
	acceptent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	acceptasse
	acceptassions



	acceptasses
	acceptassiez



	acceptât
	acceptassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accepté
	avons accepté



	as accepté
	avez accepté



	a accepté
	ont accepté














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accepté
	avions accepté



	avais accepté
	aviez accepté



	avait accepté
	avaient accepté














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accepté
	eûmes accepté



	eus accepté
	eûtes accepté



	eut accepté
	eurent accepté














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accepté
	aurons accepté



	auras accepté
	aurez accepté



	aura accepté
	auront accepté














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accepté
	aurions accepté



	aurais accepté
	auriez accepté



	aurait accepté
	auraient accepté














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accepté
	ayons accepté



	aies accepté
	ayez accepté



	ait accepté
	aient accepté














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accepté
	eussions accepté



	eusses accepté
	eussiez accepté



	eût accepté
	eussent accepté












impératif




	 accepte



	 acceptons



	 acceptez









acceptable acceptable, satisfactory

une acceptation acceptance

accepter une invitation to accept an invitation

l’acception f. sense, meaning

accepter de fair qqch to agree to do something

 Michel a accepté de travailler dimanche prochain. Michael agreed to work next Sunday.

Acceptez-vous les cartes bancaires? Do you accept credit cards?




Syn.: admettre to admit; recevoir to receive; accueillir to welcome Ant.: refuser to refuse; rejeter to reject (267)






 

 



acclamer (9)

to acclaim, to applaud, to cheer

Part. passé acclamé 

Part. pr. acclamant

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	acclame
	acclamons



	acclames
	acclamez



	acclame
	acclament














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	acclamais
	acclamions



	acclamais
	acclamiez



	acclamait
	acclamaient














	3
	
passé simple




	acclamai
	acclamâmes



	acclamas
	acclamâtes



	acclama
	acclamèrent














	4
	
futur




	acclamerai
	acclamerons



	acclameras
	acclamerez



	acclamera
	acclameront














	5
	
conditionnel




	acclamerais
	acclamerions



	acclamerais
	acclameriez



	acclamerait
	acclameraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	acclame
	acclamions



	acclames
	acclamiez



	acclame
	acclament














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	acclamasse
	acclamassions



	acclamasses
	acclamassiez



	acclamât
	acclamassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai acclamé
	avons acclamé



	as acclamé
	avez acclamé



	a acclamé
	ont acclamé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais acclamé
	avions acclamé



	avais acclamé
	aviez acclamé



	avait acclamé
	avaient acclamé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus acclamé
	eûmes acclamé



	eus acclamé
	eûtes acclamé



	eut acclamé
	eurent acclamé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai acclamé
	aurons acclamé



	auras acclamé
	aurez acclamé



	aura acclamé
	auront acclamé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais acclamé
	aurions acclamé



	aurais acclamé
	auriez acclamé



	aurait acclamé
	auraient acclamé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie acclamé
	ayons acclamé



	aies acclamé
	ayez acclamé



	ait acclamé
	aient acclamé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse acclamé
	eussions acclamé



	eusses acclamé
	eussiez acclamé



	eût acclamé
	eussent acclamé












impératif




	acclame



	acclamons



	acclamez









l’acclamation f. acclamation, cheering

réclamer to demand, to ask for

une réclame advertisement, commercial

élire par acclamation to elect by acclamation

se faire acclamer to be cheered, hailed

 une réclamation complaint, claim

Jean-Claude a été acclamé pour tout ce qu’il avait fait pour l’équipe. Jean-Claude was cheered for all that he had done for the team.




It’s important that you be familiar with the subjunctive. See pages 24–29.






Syn.: applaudir de to applaud for (229); ovationner to give an ovation (171) Ant.: huer to boo (483)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




accompagner (10)

to accompany

Part. pr. accompagnant 

Part. passé accompagné

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accompagne
	accompagnons



	accompagnes
	accompagnez



	accompagne
	accompagnent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accompagnais
	accompagnions



	accompagnais
	accompagniez



	accompagnait
	accompagnaient














	3
	
passé simple




	accompagnai
	accompagnâmes



	accompagnas
	accompagnâtes



	accompagna
	accompagnèrent














	4
	
futur




	accompagnerai
	accompagnerons



	accompagneras
	accompagnerez



	accompagnera
	accompagneront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accompagnerais
	accompagnerions



	accompagnerais
	accompagneriez



	accompagnerait
	accompagneraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accompagne
	accompagnions



	accompagnes
	accompagniez



	accompagne
	accompagnent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accompagnasse
	accompagnassions



	accompagnasses
	accompagnassiez



	accompagnât
	accompagnassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accompagné
	avons accompagné



	as accompagné
	avez accompagné



	a accompagné
	ont accompagné














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accompagné
	avions accompagné



	avais accompagné
	aviez accompagné



	avait accompagné
	avaient accompagné














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accompagné
	eûmes accompagné



	eus accompagné
	eûtes accompagné



	eut accompagné
	eurent accompagné














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accompagné
	aurons accompagné



	auras accompagné
	aurez accompagné



	aura accompagné
	auront accompagné














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accompagné
	aurions accompagné



	aurais accompagné
	auriez accompagné



	aurait accompagné
	auraient accompagné














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accompagné
	ayons accompagné



	aies accompagné
	ayez accompagné



	ait accompagné
	aient accompagné














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accompagné
	eussions accompagné



	eusses accompagné
	eussiez accompagné



	eût accompagné
	eussent accompagné












impératif




	accompagne



	accompagnons



	accompagnez









une compagnie company, theatrical troupe

raccompagner quelqu’un to see someone out, to see someone off

un animal de compagnie (animal domestique) a pet

s’accompagner de to be accompanied by

 un accompagnement accompanying, accompaniment (music)

un accompagnateur, une accompagnatrice accompanist (music)

un compagnon, une compagne companion


Syn.: chaperonner to chaperone (171); escorter to escort (349); raccompagner to see someone home (10) Ant.: quitter to leave; abandonner to abandon (171)






 

 




accorder (11)

to accord, to grant, to reconcile, to admit

Part. passé accordé

Part. pr. accordant

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accorde
	accordons



	accordes
	accordez



	accorde
	accordent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accordais
	accordions



	accordais
	accordiez



	accordait
	accordaient














	3
	
passé simple




	accordai
	accordâmes



	accordas
	accordâtes



	accorda
	accordèrent














	4
	
futur




	accorderai
	accorderons



	accorderas
	accorderez



	accordera
	accorderont














	5
	
conditionnel




	accorderais
	accorderions



	accorderais
	accorderiez



	accorderait
	accorderaient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accorde
	accordions



	accordes
	accordiez



	accorde
	accordent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accordasse
	accordassions



	accordasses
	accordassiez



	accordât
	accordassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accordé
	avons accordé



	as accordé
	avez accordé



	a accordé
	ont accordé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accordé
	avions accordé



	avais accordé
	aviez accordé



	avait accordé
	avaient accordé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accordé
	eûmes accordé



	eus accordé
	eûtes accordé



	eut accordé
	eurent accordé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accordé
	aurons accordé



	auras accordé
	aurez accordé



	aura accordé
	auront accordé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accordé
	aurions accordé



	aurais accordé
	auriez accordé



	aurait accordé
	auraient accordé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accordé
	ayons accordé



	aies accordé
	ayez accordé



	ait accordé
	aient accordé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accordé
	eussions accordé



	eusses accordé
	eussiez accordé



	eût accordé
	eussent accordé












impératif




	accorde



	accordons



	accordez









un accord agreement, consent

d’accord agreed, okay

mettre d’accord to reconcile

se mettre d’accord to come to an agreement

l’accord entre le sujet et le verbe subject-verb agreement

une concordance similarity, concordance

un accordage tuning (music)

un accordéon accordion (music)

un, une accordéoniste accordionist

s’accorder to be on good terms; to come to terms, to agree

cordialement cordially, heartily

donner son accord to agree, consent

Le verbe s’accorde en personne et en nombre avec le sujet. The verb agrees in person and number with the subject.




Syn.: réconcilier to reconcile (212); permettre to permit; consentir (à) to consent

Ant.: opposer to oppose (350); refuser to refuse





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




accourir (12)

to run to, to run up to, to come (go) running to

Part. pr. accourant 

Part. passé accouru

Irregular verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accours
	accourons



	accours
	accourez



	accourt
	accourent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accourais
	accourions



	accourais
	accouriez



	accourait
	accouraient














	3
	
passé simple




	accourus
	accourûmes



	accourus
	accourûtes



	accourut
	accoururent














	4
	
futur




	accourrai
	accourrons



	accourras
	accourrez



	accourra
	accourront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accourrais
	accourrions



	accourrais
	accourriez



	accourrait
	accourraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accoure
	accourions



	accoures
	accouriez



	accoure
	accourent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accourusse
	accourussions



	accourusses
	accourussiez



	accourût
	accourussent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accouru
	avons accouru



	as accouru
	avez accouru



	a accouru
	ont accouru














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accouru
	avions accouru



	avais accouru
	aviez accouru



	avait accouru
	avaient accouru














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accouru
	eûmes accouru



	eus accouru
	eûtes accouru



	eut accouru
	eurent accouru














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accouru
	aurons accouru



	auras accouru
	aurez accouru



	aura accouru
	auront accouru














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accouru
	aurions accouru



	aurais accouru
	auriez accouru



	aurait accouru
	auraient accouru














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accouru
	ayons accouru



	aies accouru
	ayez accouru



	ait accouru
	aient accouru














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accouru
	eussions accouru



	eusses accouru
	eussiez accouru



	eût accouru
	eussent accouru












impératif




	 accours



	 accourons



	 accourez









accourir vers qqn to go (come) running toward someone

J’ai accouru vers la pauvre vieille dame pour l’aider à se relever. I went running up to the poor old lady to help her get on her feet.

concourir to compete

encourir to incur

secourir to aid, help

la course et la marche running and walking

la course au pouvoir the race for power

Le bon Samaritain a accouru pour aider les victimes de l’accident. The good Samaritan ran to help the accident victims.

See also courir.




*This verb is conjugated with either avoir or être to form the compound tenses.






Syn.: se presser to rush; se dépêcher to hurry Ant.: arrêter to stop; fuir to flee






 

 




accrocher (13)

to hang (up), to hook (on a hanger, nail, e.g., a coat)

Part. passé accroché

Part. pr. accrochant

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural










	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accroche
	accrochons



	accroches
	accrochez



	accroche
	accrochent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accrochais
	accrochions



	accrochais
	accrochiez



	accrochait
	accrochaient














	3
	
passé simple




	accrochai
	accrochâmes



	accrochas
	accrochâtes



	accrocha
	accrochérent














	4
	
futur




	accrocherai
	accrocherons



	accrocheras
	accrocherez



	accrochera
	accrocheront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accrocherais
	accrocherions



	accrocherais
	accrocheriez



	accrocherait
	accrocheraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accroche
	accrochions



	accroches
	accrochiez



	accroche
	accrochent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accrochasse
	accrochassions



	accrochasses
	accrochassiez



	accrochât
	accrochassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accroché
	avons accroché



	as accroché
	avez accroché



	a accroché
	ont accroché














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accroché
	avions accroché



	avais accroché
	aviez accroché



	avait accroché
	avaient accroché














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accroché
	eûmes accroché



	eus accroché
	eûtes accroché



	eut accroché
	eurent accroché














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accroché
	aurons accroché



	auras accroché
	aurez accroché



	aura accroché
	auront accroché














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accroché
	aurions accroché



	aurais accroché
	auriez accroché



	aurait accroché
	auraient accroché














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accroché
	ayons accroché



	aies accroché
	ayez accroché



	ait accroché
	aient accroché














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accroché
	eussions accroché



	eusses accroché
	eussiez accroché



	eût accroché
	eussent accroché












impératif




	accroche



	accrochons



	accrochez









accrocher son manteau to hang up one’s coat

un accrocheur, une accrocheuse leech (a person who clings, “hangs on” to another person, and is difficult to shake off)

un accroche-plat plate hanger Accroche-toi! Hang on! Hang in there! raccrocher to hang up a telephone

décrocher une bonne place to land a soft job

le décrochage unhooking

un crochet hook, hanger

crocheter to hook in, to pick a lock

faire du crochet to crochet

Félicité a accroché le chapeau au miroir Felicity hung the hat on the mirror.




Syn.: pendre to hang; suspendre to suspend; fixer to fix, to fasten (27); attacher to tie up (82) Ant.: décrocher to unhook, to pick up a phone receiver (13); détacher to detach (285)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




accroître (14)

to increase, to make greater, to enlarge

Part. pr. axccroissant

Part. passé accru

Irregular verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural










	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accrois
	accroissons



	accrois
	accroissez



	accroît
	accroissent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accroissais
	accroissions



	accroissais
	accroissiez



	accroissait
	accroissaient














	3
	
passé simple




	accrus
	accrûmes



	accrus
	accrûtes



	accrut
	accrurent














	4
	
futur




	accroîtrai
	accroîtrons



	accroîtras
	accroîtrez



	accroîtra
	accroîtront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accroîtrais
	accroîtrions



	accroîtrais
	accroîtriez



	accroîtrait
	accroîtraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accroisse
	accroissions



	accroisses
	accroissiez



	accroisse
	accroissent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accrusse
	accrussions



	accrusses
	accrussiez



	accrût
	accrussent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accru
	avons accru



	as accru
	avez accru



	a accru
	ont accru














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accru
	avions accru



	avais accru
	aviez accru



	avait accru
	avaient accru














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accru
	eûmes accru



	eus accru
	eûtes accru



	eut accru
	eurent accru














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accru
	aurons accru



	auras accru
	aurez accru



	aura accru
	auront accru














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accru
	aurions accru



	aurais accru
	auriez accru



	aurait accru
	auraient accru














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accru
	ayons accru



	aies accru
	ayez accru



	ait accru
	aient accru














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accru
	eussions accru



	eusses accru
	eussiez accru



	eût accru
	eussent accru












impératif




	accrois



	accroissons



	accroissez









un accroissement growth, increase, accumulation, accretion

une accrue increase, accretion

s’accroître to accrue, to increase

accroître son pouvoir to increase one’s power

accroître sa production to increase one’s production

See also croître and décroître.




Note: Accroître is not conjugated exactly like croître. In many of the simple tenses croître has an added circumflex accent to distinguish it from croire (to believe): je croîs (croître), je crois (croire).






Syn.: augmenter to increase; agrandir to enlarge (245); grossir to get bigger (282)

Ant.: diminuer to diminish; amoindrir to lessen (229); abaisser to reduce; décroître to decrease






 

 




accueillir (15)

to greet, welcome

Part. passé accueilli

Part. pr. accueillant

Irregular verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural










	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accueille
	accueillons



	accueilles
	accueillez



	accueille
	accueillent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accueillais
	accueillions



	accueillais
	accueilliez



	accueillait
	accueillaient














	3
	
passé simple




	accueillis
	accueillîmes



	accueillis
	accueillîtes



	accueillit
	accueillirent














	4
	
futur




	accueillerai
	accueillerons



	accueilleras
	accueillerez



	accueillera
	accueilleront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accueillerais
	accueillerions



	accueillerais
	accueilleriez



	accueillerait
	accueilleraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accueille
	accueillions



	accueilles
	accueilliez



	accueille
	accueillent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accueillisse
	accueillissions



	accueillisses
	accueillissiez



	accueillît
	accueillissent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural










	8
	
passé composé




	ai accueilli
	avons accueilli



	as accueilli
	avez accueilli



	a accueilli
	ont accueilli














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accueilli
	avions accueilli



	avais accueilli
	aviez accueilli



	avait accueilli
	avaient accueilli














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accueilli
	eûmes accueilli



	eus accueilli
	eûtes accueilli



	eut accueilli
	eurent accueilli














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accueilli
	aurons accueilli



	auras accueilli
	aurez accueilli



	aura accueilli
	auront accueilli














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accueilli
	aurions accueilli



	aurais accueilli
	auriez accueilli



	aurait accueilli
	auraient accueilli














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accueilli
	ayons accueilli



	aies accueilli
	ayez accueilli



	ait accueilli
	aient accueilli














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accueilli
	eussions accueilli



	eusses accueilli
	eussiez accueilli



	eût accueilli
	eussent accueilli












impératif




	accueille



	accueillons



	accueillez









accueillir chaleureusement to give a warm welcome

accueillir froidement to give a cool reception

faire bon accueil to give a warm welcome

l’accueil m./le bureau d’accueil reception desk

un accueil welcome, reception; un accueil chaleureux warm welcome

 accueillant, accueillante hospitable; l’accueil des touristes accommodating the tourists

Ma grand-mère m’accueille toujours aimablement. My grandmother always welcomes me kindly.

For other words and expressions related to this verb, see cueillir.




Syn.: recevoir to receive; accepter to accept Ant.: repousser to push away (353); rejeter to reject (267)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.






accuser (16)

to accuse

Part. pr. accusant

Part. passé accusé

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	accuse
	accusons



	accuses
	accusez



	accuse
	accusent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	accusais
	accusions



	accusais
	accusiez



	accusait
	accusaient














	3
	
passé simple




	accusai
	accusâmes



	accusas
	accusâtes



	accusa
	accusèrent














	4
	
futur




	accuserai
	accuserons



	accuseras
	accuserez



	accusera
	accuseront














	5
	
conditionnel




	accuserais
	accuserions



	accuserais
	accuseriez



	accuserait
	accuseraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	accuse
	accusions



	accuses
	accusiez



	accuse
	accusent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	accusasse
	accusassions



	accusasses
	accusassiez



	accusât
	accusassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai accusé
	avons accusé



	as accusé
	avez accusé



	a accusé
	ont accusé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais accusé
	avions accusé



	avais accusé
	aviez accusé



	avait accusé
	avaient accusé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus accusé
	eûmes accusé



	eus accusé
	eûtes accusé



	eut accusé
	eurent accusé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai accusé
	aurons accusé



	auras accusé
	aurez accusé



	aura accusé
	auront accusé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais accusé
	aurions accusé



	aurais accusé
	auriez accusé



	aurait accusé
	auraient accusé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie accusé
	ayons accusé



	aies accusé
	ayez accusé



	ait accusé
	aient accusé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse accusé
	eussions accusé



	eusses accusé
	eussiez accusé



	eût accusé
	eussent accusé












impératif




	accuse



	accusons



	accusez









accuser réception de qqch to acknowledge receipt of something

une accusation accusation, charge, indictment

porter une accusation contre to bring charges against

un accusateur, une accusatrice accuser; l’accusateur public public prosecutor

 s’accuser de to accuse oneself of un accusé de réception acknowledgment/confirmation of receipt

J’accuse! I accuse! (Émile Zola, 19th-century French writer in an open letter concerning the Dreyfus affair)

Proverb: Qui s’excuse, s’accuse. A guilty conscience needs no accuser.




Syn.: inculper to charge (27); blâmer to blame; dénoncer to denounce (34) Ant.: absoudre to absolve; innocenter de to clear of (90); disculper to exonerate (27); excuser to excuse; pardonner to pardon






 

 




Acheter

Acheter is an essential verb for beginning students because it is useful in many situations and in a number of idiomatic expressions.



Je voudrais acheter des aspirines et des ­pastilles contre la toux.

I would like to buy some aspirin and some cough drops.

J’aimerais acheter quelques pâtisseries.

I would like to buy some pastries.

J’achète ce journal et ce magazine.

I’m buying this newspaper and this magazine.

Ce vélo? Je l’ai acheté à Michel.

This bike? I bought it from Michael.

L’amitié ne s’achète pas.

Friendship cannot be bought.

Achetons une nouvelle voiture!

Let’s buy a new car!

Achetez deux et recevez-en un troisième ­gratuitement!

Buy two and get the third one free!

Le criminel s’est racheté en aidant les ­pauvres.

The criminal redeemed himself by helping the poor.

Il y a plus d’acheteurs que de connaisseurs.

There are more buyers than connoisseurs.





Words and expressions related to this verb

un achat purchase

faire un achat to make a purchase

un achat en ligne on-line purchase

un achat électronique electronic purchase (Internet)

acheter qqch à qqn to buy something from someone

acheter comptant to buy for cash

acheter à crédit to buy on credit

un acheteur, une acheteuse buyer, purchaser

achetable purchasable







Acheter has a tricky spelling change before a syllable with a mute e. If you can conjugate acheter, you can also conjugate the following verbs.




corseter to corset, to constrict

fureter to ferret out, to pry into, to snoop, to search

haleter (aspirate h) to pant, to gasp

racheter to buy more, to buy back, to ransom, to redeem, to atone

se racheter to redeem oneself (helping verb être)






Syn.: acquérir to acquire; obtenir to obtain; se procurer to obtain (122, 54) Ant.: vendre to sell






AN ESSENTIAL

55 Verb





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




acheter (17)

to buy, to purchase

Part. pr. achetant

Part. passé acheté

Regular -er verb endings; spelling change: e changes to è before syllable with mute e



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	achète
	achetons



	achètes
	achetez



	achète
	achètent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	achetais
	achetions



	achetais
	achetiez



	achetait
	achetaient














	3
	
passé simple




	achetai
	achetâmes



	achetas
	achetâtes



	acheta
	achetèrent














	4
	
futur




	achèterai
	achèterons



	achèteras
	achèterez



	achètera
	achèteront














	5
	
conditionnel




	achèterais
	achèterions



	achèterais
	achèteriez



	achèterait
	achèteraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	achète
	achetions



	achètes
	achetiez



	achète
	achètent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	achetasse
	achetassions



	achetasses
	achetassiez



	achetât
	achetassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai acheté
	avons acheté



	as acheté
	avez acheté



	a acheté
	ont acheté














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais acheté
	avions acheté



	avais acheté
	aviez acheté



	avait acheté
	avaient acheté














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus acheté
	eûmes acheté



	eus acheté
	eûtes acheté



	eut acheté
	eurent acheté














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai acheté
	aurons acheté



	auras acheté
	aurez acheté



	aura acheté
	auront acheté














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais acheté
	aurions acheté



	aurais acheté
	auriez acheté



	aurait acheté
	auraient acheté














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie acheté
	ayons acheté



	aies acheté
	ayez acheté



	ait acheté
	aient acheté














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse acheté
	eussions acheté



	eusses acheté
	eussiez acheté



	eût acheté
	eussent acheté












impératif




	achève



	achevons



	achevez










AN ESSENTIAL

55 Verb







 

 




achever (18)

to achieve, to finish, to complete, to end

Part. passé achevé 

Part. pr. achevant

Regular -er verb endings; spelling change: e changes to è before syllable with mute e



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	achève
	achevons



	achèves
	achevez



	achève
	achèvent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	achevais
	achevions



	achevais
	acheviez



	achevait
	achevaient














	3
	
passé simple




	achevai
	achevâmes



	achevas
	achevâtes



	acheva
	achevèrent














	4
	
futur




	achèverai
	achèverons



	achèveras
	achèverez



	achèvera
	achèveront














	5
	
conditionnel




	achèverais
	achèverions



	achèverais
	achèveriez



	achèverait
	achèveraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	achève
	achevions



	achèves
	acheviez



	achève
	achèvent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	achevasse
	achevassions



	achevasses
	achevassiez



	achevât
	achevassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai achevé
	avons achevé



	as achevé
	avez achevé



	a achevé
	ont achevé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais achevé
	avions achevé



	avais achevé
	aviez achevé



	avait achevé
	avaient achevé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus achevé
	eûmes achevé



	eus achevé
	eûtes achevé



	eut achevé
	eurent achevé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai achevé
	aurons achevé



	auras achevé
	aurez achevé



	aura achevé
	auront achevé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais achevé
	aurions achevé



	aurais achevé
	auriez achevé



	aurait achevé
	auraient achevé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie achevé
	ayons achevé



	aies achevé
	ayez achevé



	ait achevé
	aient achevé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse achevé
	eussions achevé



	eusses achevé
	eussiez achevé



	eût achevé
	eussent achevé












impératif




	achève



	achevons



	achevez









achever de faire qqch to finish doing something

s’achever to come to an end, to close, to be fulfilled

un achèvement completion, end, conclusion; l’achèvement du travail completion of the work

 Pierre a commencé son roman en 1980, et il l’a achevé vingt ans plus tard. Peter started his novel in 1980, and he finished it twenty years later.




Syn.: finir to finish; terminer to terminate; conclure to conclude Ant.: commencer to begin; entreprendre to undertake





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 



acquérir (19)

to acquire, to obtain

Part. pr. acquérant

Part. passé acquis

Irregular verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	acquiers
	acquérons



	acquiers
	acquérez



	acquiert
	acquièrent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	acquérais
	acquérions



	acquérais
	acquériez



	acquérait
	acquéraient














	3
	
passé simple




	acquis
	acquîmes



	acquis
	acquîtes



	acquit
	acquirent














	4
	
futur




	acquerrai
	acquerrons



	acquerras
	acquerrez



	acquerra
	acquerront














	5
	
conditionnel




	acquerrais
	acquerrions



	acquerrais
	acquerriez



	acquerrait
	acquerraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	acquière
	acquérions



	acquières
	acquériez



	acquière
	acquièrent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	acquisse
	acquissions



	acquisses
	acquissiez



	acquît
	acquissent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai acquis
	avons acquis



	as acquis
	avez acquis



	a acquis
	ont acquis














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais acquis
	avions acquis



	avais acquis
	aviez acquis



	avait acquis
	avaient acquis














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus acquis
	eûmes acquis



	eus acquis
	eûtes acquis



	eut acquis
	eurent acquis














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai acquis
	aurons acquis



	auras acquis
	aurez acquis



	aura acquis
	auront acquis














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais acquis
	aurions acquis



	aurais acquis
	auriez acquis



	aurait acquis
	auraient acquis














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie acquis
	ayons acquis



	aies acquis
	ayez acquis



	ait acquis
	aient acquis














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse acquis
	eussions acquis



	eusses acquis
	eussiez acquis



	eût acquis
	eussent acquis












impératif




	acquiers



	acquérons



	acquérez









s’acquérir to accrue; to improve; to be gained or obtained

une acquisition acquisition, purchase; faire l’acquisition de to acquire

un acquit receipt; release

un acquittement acquittal

 acquis, acquise acquired

conquérir to conquer

tenir quelque chose pour acquis to take something for granted

Il ne faut rien prendre/tenir pour acquis. One must not take anything for granted.




Get acquainted with what preposition goes with what verb. See Verbs with Prepositions on page 51.






Syn.: obtenir to obtain; acheter to buy; gagner to win Ant.: céder to cede; donner to give; perdre to lose; vendre to sell






 

 




admettre (20)

to admit

Part. passé admis 

Part. pr. admettant

Irregular verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	admets
	admettons



	admets
	admettez



	admet
	admettent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	admettais
	admettions



	admettais
	admettiez



	admettait
	admettaient














	3
	
passé simple




	admis
	admîmes



	admis
	admîtes



	admit
	admirent














	4
	
futur




	admettrai
	admettrons



	admettras
	admettrez



	admettra
	admettront














	5
	
conditionnel




	admettrais
	admettrions



	admettrais
	admettriez



	admettrait
	admettraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	admette
	admettions



	admettes
	admettiez



	admette
	admettent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	admisse
	admissions



	admisses
	admissiez



	admît
	admissent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai admis
	avons admis



	as admis
	avez admis



	a admis
	ont admis














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais admis
	avions admis



	avais admis
	aviez admis



	avait admis
	avaient admis














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus admis
	eûmes admis



	eus admis
	eûtes admis



	eut admis
	eurent admis














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai admis
	aurons admis



	auras admis
	aurez admis



	aura admis
	auront admis














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais admis
	aurions admis



	aurais admis
	auriez admis



	aurait admis
	auraient admis














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie admis
	ayons admis



	aies admis
	ayez admis



	ait admis
	aient admis














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse admis
	eussions admis



	eusses admis
	eussiez admis



	eût admis
	eussent admis












impératif




	admets



	admettons



	admettez









admis, admise admitted, accepted

une admission admission, admittance

l’admissibilité f. acceptability, eligibility

se faire admettre dans un club to be admitted to a club

 admissible acceptable

C’est une idée folle, je l’admets. It’s a crazy idea, I admit it.

See also commettre, mettre, permettre, promettre, remettre, and soumettre.




Syn.: accepter to accept; avouer to admit (269); consentir to consent, to agree Ant.: contredire to contradict; nier to deny; rejeter to reject (267)





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.





 

 




admirer (21)

to admire

Part. pr. admirant

Part. passé admiré

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	admire
	admirons



	admires
	admirez



	admire
	admirent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	admirais
	admirions



	admirais
	admiriez



	admirait
	admiraient














	3
	
passé simple




	admirai
	admirâmes



	admiras
	admirâtes



	admira
	admirèrent














	4
	
futur




	admirerai
	admirerons



	admireras
	admirerez



	admirera
	admireront














	5
	
conditionnel




	admirerais
	admirerions



	admirerais
	admireriez



	admirerait
	admireraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	admire
	admirions



	admires
	admiriez



	admire
	admirent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	admirasse
	admirassions



	admirasses
	admirassiez



	admirât
	admirassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai admiré
	avons admiré



	as admiré
	avez admiré



	a admiré
	ont admiré














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais admiré
	avions admiré



	avais admiré
	aviez admiré



	avait admiré
	avaient admiré














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus admiré
	eûmes admiré



	eus admiré
	eûtes admiré



	eut admiré
	eurent admiré














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai admiré
	aurons admiré



	auras admiré
	aurez admiré



	aura admiré
	auront admiré














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais admiré
	aurions admiré



	aurais admiré
	auriez admiré



	aurait admiré
	auraient admiré














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie admiré
	ayons admiré



	aies admiré
	ayez admiré



	ait admiré
	aient admiré














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse admiré
	eussions admiré



	eusses admiré
	eussiez admiré



	eût admiré
	eussent admiré












impératif




	admire



	admirons



	admirez









une admiration admiration, wonder

admirativement admiringly

admiratif, admirative admiring

un admirateur, une admiratrice admirer

un mirage mirage, illusion

un miroir mirror

remplir quelqu’un d’admiration to fill someone with admiration

 être admirable de courage to show great courage

admirablement admirably, wonderfully

être en admiration devant to be filled with admiration for

See also mirer.




Syn.: apprécier to appreciate Ant.: mépriser to despise (486)






 

 




adorer (22)

to worship, to adore

Part. passé adoré 

Part. pr. adorant

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	adore
	adorons



	adores
	adorez



	adore
	adorent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	adorais
	adorions



	adorais
	adoriez



	adorait
	adoraient














	3
	
passé simple




	adorai
	adorâmes



	adoras
	adorâtes



	adora
	adorèrent














	4
	
futur




	adorerai
	adorerons



	adoreras
	adorerez



	adorera
	adoreront














	5
	
conditionnel




	adorerais
	adorerions



	adorerais
	adoreriez



	adorerait
	adoreraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	adore
	adorions



	adores
	adoriez



	adore
	adorent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	adorasse
	adorassions



	adorasses
	adorassiez



	adorât
	adorassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai adoré
	avons adoré



	as adoré
	avez adoré



	a adoré
	ont adoré














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais adoré
	avions adoré



	avais adoré
	aviez adoré



	avait adoré
	avaient adoré














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus adoré
	eûmes adoré



	eus adoré
	eûtes adoré



	eut adoré
	eurent adoré














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai adoré
	aurons adoré



	auras adoré
	aurez adoré



	aura adoré
	auront adoré














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais adoré
	aurions adoré



	aurais adoré
	auriez adoré



	aurait adoré
	auraient adoré














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie adoré
	ayons adoré



	aies adoré
	ayez adoré



	ait adoré
	aient adoré














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse adoré
	eussions adoré



	eusses adoré
	eussiez adoré



	eût adoré
	eussent adoré












impératif




	adore



	adorons



	adorez









Laure adore sa nièce. Laura adores her niece.

Madeleine est une fille adorable. Elle adore écouter la musique québécoise. Madeleine is an adorable girl. She adores listening to Québécois music.

une adoration adoration, worship

 adorablement adorably

un adorateur, une adoratrice adorer, worshipper

adorable adorable, charming, delightful

un village adorable delightful village

une robe adorable lovely dress




Syn.: aimer to love; vénérer to venerate (356) Ant.: détester to detest; haïr to hate (aspirate h; no liaison); maudire to curse





The subject pronouns are je/j’, tu, il/elle/on; nous, vous, ils/elles.




 

 




adresser (23)

to address

Part. pr. adressant

Part. passé adressé

Regular -er verb



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	adresse
	adressons



	adresses
	adressez



	adresse
	adressent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	adressais
	adressions



	adressais
	adressiez



	adressait
	adressaient














	3
	
passé simple




	adressai
	adressâmes



	adressas
	adressâtes



	adressa
	adressèrent














	4
	
futur




	adresserai
	adresserons



	adresseras
	adresserez



	adressera
	adresseront














	5
	
conditionnel




	adresserais
	adresserions



	adresserais
	adresseriez



	adresserait
	adresseraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	adresse
	adressions



	adresses
	adressiez



	adresse
	adressent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	adressasse
	adressassions



	adressasses
	adressassiez



	adressât
	adressassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai adressé
	avons adressé



	as adressé
	avez adressé



	a adressé
	ont adressé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais adressé
	avions adressé



	avais adressé
	aviez adressé



	avait adressé
	avaient adressé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus adressé
	eûmes adressé



	eus adressé
	eûtes adressé



	eut adressé
	eurent adressé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai adressé
	aurons adressé



	auras adressé
	aurez adressé



	aura adressé
	auront adressé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais adressé
	aurions adressé



	aurais adressé
	auriez adressé



	aurait adressé
	auraient adressé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie adressé
	ayons adressé



	aies adressé
	ayez adressé



	ait adressé
	aient adressé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse adressé
	eussions adressé



	eusses adressé
	eussiez adressé



	eût adressé
	eussent adressé












impératif




	adresse



	adressons



	adressez









une adresse address; skill, adroitness

adresser qqn à to refer someone to

adresser la parole à to direct your words to, to speak to

s’adresser à to apply to, to talk to; Syn.: parler to talk

un tour d’adresse feat of skill

 avec adresse skillfully

dresser to tame, to erect

redresser to straighten up

une adresse électronique e-mail address

Pour d’autres renseignements, adressezvous au service à la clientèle. For more information, talk to customer service.




Syn.: envoyer to send; expédier to send (212)






 

 




agacer (24)

to annoy, to irritate, to pester, to vex

Part. passé agacé 

Part. pr. agaçant

Regular -er verb endings; spelling change: c changes to ç before a or o to keep s sound



The Seven Simple Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	1
	
présent de l’indicatif




	agace
	agaçons



	agaces
	agacez



	agace
	agacent














	2
	
imparfait de l’indicatif




	agaçais
	agacions



	agaçais
	agaciez



	agaçait
	agaçaient














	3
	
passé simple




	agaçai
	agaçâmes



	agaças
	agaçâtes



	agaça
	agacèrent














	4
	
futur




	agacerai
	agacerons



	agaceras
	agacerez



	agacera
	agaceront














	5
	
conditionnel




	agacerais
	agacerions



	agacerais
	agaceriez



	agacerait
	agaceraient














	6
	
présent du subjonctif




	agace
	agacions



	agaces
	agaciez



	agace
	agacent














	7
	
imparfait du subjonctif




	agaçasse
	agaçassions



	agaçasses
	agaçassiez



	agaçât
	agaçassent













The Seven Compound Tenses




	Singular
	Plural









	8
	
passé composé




	ai agacé
	avons agacé



	as agacé
	avez agacé



	a agacé
	ont agacé














	9
	
plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif




	avais agacé
	avions agacé



	avais agacé
	aviez agacé



	avait agacé
	avaient agacé














	10
	
passé antérieur




	eus agacé
	eûmes agacé



	eus agacé
	eûtes agacé



	eut agacé
	eurent agacé














	11
	
futur antérieur




	aurai agacé
	aurons agacé



	auras agacé
	aurez agacé



	aura agacé
	auront agacé














	12
	
conditionnel passé




	aurais agacé
	aurions agacé



	aurais agacé
	auriez agacé



	aurait agacé
	auraient agacé














	13
	
passé du subjonctif




	aie agacé
	ayons agacé



	aies agacé
	ayez agacé



	ait agacé
	aient agacé














	14
	
plus-que-parfait du subjonctif




	eusse agacé
	eussions agacé



	eusses agacé
	eussiez agacé



	eût agacé
	eussent agacé
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PASSE DU
SUBJONCTIF

sois arrivé(e)
sois arrivé(e)
soit arrivé(e)
soyons arrivé(e)s
soyez arrivé(e)(s)
soient arrivé(e)s

PLUS-QUE-PARFAIT
DU SUBJONCTIF

fusse arrivé(e)
fusses arrivé(e)
fiit arrivé(e)
fussions arrivé(e)s
fussiez arrivé(e)(s)
fussent arrivé(e)s
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		Subject Pronouns


		abaisser


		s’abaisser


		abasourdir


		abattre


		abolir


		absoudre


		s’abstenir


		accepter


		acclamer


		accompagner


		accorder


		accourir


		accrocher


		accroître


		accueillir




		accuser


		Acheter


		acheter


		achever 


		acquérir


		admettre 


		admirer


		adorer 


		adresser


		agacer 


		agir


		aider 


		Aimer


		aimer 


		ajouter


		Aller/s’en aller


		aller


		s’en aller 


		amener


		amuser 


		s’amuser


		annoncer 


		apercevoir


		apparaître 


		appartenir


		appeler 


		s’appeler


		apporter 


		apprécier


		Apprendre


		apprendre


		approcher 


		approuver


		arracher 


		arranger


		arrêter 


		s’arrêter


		arriver 


		assaillir


		s’asseoir 


		assiéger


		assister 


		assurer


		s’assurer 


		atteindre


		Attendre


		attendre


		attirer 


		attraper


		augmenter 


		avancer


		Avoir


		Avoir


		avoir 


		baisser


		balancer


		balayer


		bâtir


		battre


		se battre


		bavarder


		bénir


		blâmer


		blanchir


		blesser


		se blesser


		Boire


		boire


		bouger


		bouillir


		brancher


		brosser


		se brosser


		brûler


		cacher


		se cacher


		casser


		se casser


		causer


		céder


		cesser


		changer


		Chanter


		chanter


		charger


		chasser


		chercher


		chérir


		Choisir


		choisir


		chuchoter


		combattre


		commander


		Commencer


		commencer


		commettre


		comparer


		comprendre


		compter


		concevoir


		conclure


		conduire


		Connaître


		connaître


		conquérir


		conseiller


		consentir


		construire


		contenir


		conter


		continuer


		contraindre


		contredire


		convaincre


		convenir


		corriger


		corrompre


		coucher


		se coucher


		coudre


		couper


		Courir


		courir


		Couvrir


		couvrir


		craindre


		créer


		crier


		croire


		croître


		cueillir


		cuire


		danser


		Se débrouiller


		se débrouiller


		décevoir


		déchirer


		décider


		découvrir


		décrire


		décroître


		déduire


		défaire


		défendre


		dégager


		déjeuner


		demander


		demeurer


		démolir


		dépasser


		se dépêcher


		dépeindre


		dépendre


		dépenser


		déplaire


		déranger


		descendre


		désirer


		dessiner


		détester


		détourner


		détruire


		développer


		devenir


		Devoir


		devoir


		diminuer


		dîner


		Dire


		dire


		discuter


		disparaître


		Donner


		donner



		Dormir


		dormir


		douter


		échapper


		échouer


		écouter


		Écrire


		écrire


		effrayer


		égayer


		élever


		élire


		s’éloigner


		embrasser


		emmener


		émouvoir


		empêcher


		employer


		emprunter


		encourager



		s’enfuir


		enlever


		ennuyer


		s’ennuyer


		enseigner


		Entendre


		entendre


		enterrer


		entreprendre


		Entrer


		entrer


		s’envoler


		Envoyer


		envoyer


		épouser


		éprouver


		espérer


		essayer


		essuyer


		établir


		Éteindre


		éteindre



		s’étendre


		étonner


		étourdir


		Être


		être


		Étudier


		étudier


		évaluer


		s’évanouir


		éviter


		excuser


		s’excuser


		exiger


		expliquer


		exprimer


		se fâcher


		faillir


		Faire


		Faire


		faire


		feindre


		féliciter



		fendre


		fermer


		se fier


		Finir


		finir


		fonder


		fondre


		forcer


		fouiller


		fournir


		frapper


		frémir


		fuir


		fumer


		gagner


		Garder


		garder


		gâter



		geler


		gêner


		goûter


		grandir


		gratter


		grimper


		gronder


		guérir


		s’habiller


		habiter


		haïr


		hésiter


		imposer


		inclure


		indiquer



		s’informer


		s’inquiéters’inquiéter


		insister


		instruire


		interdire


		s’intéresser


		interroger


		interrompre


		introduire


		inviter


		jeter


		joindre


		Jouer


		jouer


		jouir


		juger


		jurer


		lâcher


		laisser



		lancer


		Laver/Se laver


		laver


		se laver


		lever


		Se lever


		se lever


		Lire


		lire


		louer


		maigrir


		Manger


		manger


		manquer


		marcher


		maudire


		méconnaître


		médire


		se méfier


		mener


		mentir


		se méprendre


		mériter



		Mettre/se mettre


		mettre


		se mettre


		mincir


		modeler


		Monter


		monter


		montrer


		se moquer


		mordre


		moudre


		mourir


		mouvoir


		nager


		naître


		naviguer


		nettoyer


		nier


		nommer


		nourrir


		se noyer


		nuire


		obéir


		obliger


		obtenir


		occuper


		s’occuper


		offrir


		omettre


		oser


		oublier


		ouvrir


		paraître


		pardonner


		Parler


		parler


		Partir


		partir


		passer


		patiner


		Payer


		payer


		pécher


		pêcher



		se peigner


		peindre


		pendre


		penser


		Perdre


		perdre


		périr


		permettre


		persuader


		peser


		placer


		plaindre


		se plaindre


		plaire


		plaisanter


		pleurer


		plier


		porter



		poser


		posséder


		poursuivre


		pousser


		Pouvoir


		pouvoir


		prédire


		préférer


		Prendre


		prendre


		préparer


		présenter


		presser


		se presser


		prétendre



		prêter


		prévenir


		prévoir


		prier


		produire


		programmer


		se promener


		promettre


		prononcer


		prouver


		punir


		quitter


		raconter


		ranger


		rappeler


		se rappeler


		recevoir


		reconnaître


		recueillir


		réduire


		réfléchir


		refuser


		regarder


		regretter


		relire


		remarquer


		remercier


		remettre


		remplacer


		remplir


		rencontrer


		Rendre


		rendre


		Rentrer


		rentrer


		répandre


		reparaître


		réparer


		repasser


		répéter


		répondre


		se reposer


		reprendre


		réprimander


		reproduire


		résoudre


		ressembler


		rester


		retenir


		retirer


		se retirer


		retourner


		réussir


		se réveiller


		revenir


		rêver


		revoir


		rire


		rompre


		rougir


		rouler


		saisir


		salir


		satisfaire


		sauter


		sauver


		se sauver


		Savoir


		savoir


		sécher


		secouer


		secourir


		séduire


		séjourner



		Sentir


		sentant


		séparer


		serrer


		servir


		se servir


		siffler


		signaler


		signer


		songer


		sonner


		Sortir


		sortir


		souffler


		souffrir


		souhaiter


		souiller


		soumettre


		sourire


		se souvenir


		sucer


		suivre


		supplier


		supporter


		surprendre


		survivre


		suspendre


		se taire


		teindre


		téléphoner


		tendre


		Tenir


		tenir


		tenter


		terminer


		tirer


		Tomber


		tomber


		tordre


		toucher


		tourner


		tousser


		traduire


		trahir


		traire


		traiter


		transmettre


		travailler


		traverser


		tricher


		se tromper


		trouver


		se trouver


		tuer


		tutoyer


		unir


		utiliser


		vaincre


		valoir


		Vendre


		vendre


		venger


		Venir


		venir


		verser


		vêtir


		vieillir


		visiter


		vivre


		Voir


		voir


		voler


		Vouloir


		vouloir


		vouvoyer


		voyager
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Present Participle gaSt§Pf;tiCiP|e
Model Verb See§l.1and §1.2. eeIL.o.
caelter Verb Number
(for easy
penser (336 reference) Part. pr. pensant  Part. passé pensé
to think Regular -er verb

English Translation

The Seven Simple Tenses
Singular Plural

1 présent de I'indicatif

The Seven Compound Tenses
Singular Plural

8 passé composé

Conjugation Pattern

pense pensons ai pensé avons pensé (Includes tips on
penses pensez as pensé avez pensé :
pense pensent a pensé ont pensé spelllng Changes)

2 imparfait de I'indicatif

9 plus-que-parfait de I'indicatif

pensais pensions avais pensé avions pensé
i pensiez avais pensé aviez pensé
pensaient avait pensé avaient pensé
10 passé antérieur
pensai pensames eus pensé elimes pensé
Left side of page pensas pens-{nes eus pens'é elites pensé' nght side of
pensa pensérent eut pensé eurent pensé
has the seven ) A ) page has the
. 4 futur 11 futur antérieur
SImple tenses. penserai penserons aurai pensé aurons pensé seven compound
See §61. penseras penserez auras pensé aurez pensé tenses. See §62_
pensera penseront aura pensé auront pensé
5 conditionnel 12 conditionnel passé
penserais penserions aurais pensé aurions pensé
penserais penseriez aurais pensé auriez pensé
penserait penseraient aurait pensé auraient pensé

Tense Number

6 présent du subjonctif

13 passé du subjonctif

pense pensions aie pens ayons pensé
See §64 penses pensiez aies pensé ayez pensé
pense pensent ait pensé aient pensé

Words, expres-

7 imparfait du subjonctif

14 plus-que-parfait du subjonctif

pensasse peusussions eusse pensé' euss?ons pen§é |mperative Mood
pensasses pensassiez eusses pensé cussiez pensé .
pensit pensassent efit pensé eussent pensé The subject pronouns

(tu, nous, and vous)

impératif, )
sions, and sample pense arenot usedin the
sentencesrelated pensons imperative. See §6.3.
pensez

to the model verb.

A quoi penses-tu? What are you thinking
about?

Je pense aux vacances d’été.
about summer vacation.

Que pensez-vous de ma nouvelle voiture?
What do you think about my new car?

penser 2 to think of, to think about: penser
de to think about (i.e., to have an opin-
ion about); un pense-béte reminder (e.g.,
string around one’s finger): repenser  to
rethink

I am thinking

Note: If you want to say that you're making up your mind (reflecting on something), use
réfléchir.

Syn.: cogiter to cogitate, to ponder (215); considérer to consider (87); croire to believe: juger
to judge: peser qqch to weigh something, te think out; raisonner to reason 443; songer to
dream, to think  Ant.: négliger to neglect (119): oublier to forget

440

Some pages include a helpful note or tip
for using the model verb. Others refer
Page Number you to a verb with the same root.
Synonyms and Antonyms related to the
model verb. A number in parentheses refers
you to the model verb that is conjugated

like the synonym or antonym. This is a verb

Subject pronouns have been
omitted to focus on the form.

singular plural .

jeorj’ - number, not a page number. If there is no verb
. - number, the synonym or antonym is a model
L.l @ 6. ales verb (such as penser) in the list of 501 verbs.





