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      “The words on the Statue of Liberty base: ‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free . . .’ reflect indigenous and feminine values of nurturing, caretaking, welcoming; ‘I lift my torch . . .’ a symbol of bringing light and consciousness. I marvel at the weave, depth, coverage, and yet readability of this very well-researched book. How wonderful it would be to have a couple of its chapters excerpted into a text for American history, a high school required course.”

      JEAN SHINODA BOLEN, M.D., AUTHOR OF
GODDESSES IN EVERYWOMAN

      “I could not agree more with the premise of this well-written book. I truly believe that more women in positions of power would do much to alter the political landscape for the good. We men seemed to have messed things up. . . . let’s give the ladies a chance.”

      GRAHAM NASH, OF CROSBY, STILLS, AND NASH

      “The Secret Life of Lady Liberty is a rich, thoughtful, and fascinating excursion into many of the concepts, ideas, and ideologies that have influenced thoughts of freedom throughout humanity. It examines how we have struggled with various kinds of freedom and have been forced to weigh them against other values. This work of Hieronimus and Cortner is truly a cultural tour de force.”

      BARRY MORENO, HISTORIAN AT

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY NATIONAL MONUMENT

      “No other figure today exemplifies patriotic esotericism more than Robert Hieronimus—and in this historical feast of a book he and his longtime collaborator Laura Cortner lay out a vision of the meaning, myth, and purpose behind America’s most iconic symbol. The authors sweep away conspiracism and in its place leave us with a resplendent vision of the centrality of Lady Liberty in our inner life and ideals as one people united.”

      MITCH HOROWITZ, PEN AWARD–WINNING AUTHOR

OF OCCULT AMERICA

      “A feminist and multi-ethnic history of the Statue of Liberty is way overdue. This account, which sparkles with insights, evokes the work of Katya Miller on the statue atop the U.S. Capitol dome. Both histories help complete the record. This work, which provides a new lens on our history, is a unique history of rediscovery that I hope will reconfirm our nation’s responsibility to foster freedom for all peoples (resisting patriarchy, assisting peace), in the tradition of the Statue of Liberty as a symbol for empowerment.”

      BRUCE E. JOHANSEN, PH.D., PROFESSOR OF

COMMUNICATION AND NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES AT

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA AND

AUTHOR OF FORGOTTEN FOUNDERS

      “As the daughter of a Clan Mother, a true matriarch and descendant of those intrepid women leaders of the famed Iroquois Confederacy, I deeply appreciate the work of Hieronimus and Cortner in bringing to light the central role of those we call ‘lifegivers.’ For those around the world seeking the source of feminism, life, liberty, and justice for all, I highly recommend The Secret Life of Lady Liberty.”

      JOANNE SHENANDOAH, PH.D., HAUDENOSAUNEE

(IROQUOIS CONFEDERACY) AND

GRAMMY AWARD–WINNING SINGER

      “There are many books on women’s struggle for equality but most of them ignore the actual roots of this worldwide movement. Hieronimus and Cortner set the record straight. This is a remarkable story told with style, humor, and keen insights based upon exceptional scholarship. A new pillar in the study of the struggle for women’s rights.”

      DOUGLAS GEORGE-KANENTIIO,

AKWESASNE MOHAWK AND VICE PRESIDENT OF

THE HIAWATHA INSTITUTE FOR INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

      “This powerful and timely portrayal of Lady Liberty includes an exploration of the artistic, cultural, and historical contexts that have informed this cultural icon. The book packs a great deal of political punch and history while explaining the symbolism of women’s role in our political life—past and present—missing from even our higher education today.”

      EDITH P. MAYO, CURATOR EMERITA IN

POLITICAL AND WOMEN’S HISTORY AT THE

SMITHSONIAN’S NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY

      “The Statue of Liberty isn’t just a statue. It represents many things from the past, and over time it has evolved to represent much more. Among the female elements of this enigmatic statue, as expressed in The Secret Life of Lady Liberty: Goddess in the New World, are the earth-bound respect, fondness, and acknowledgment for Iakonkwe (womankind) that dwells within traditional Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) culture.”

      JOHN KAHIONHES FADDEN, COFOUNDER OF

THE SIX NATIONS INDIAN MUSEUM

      “An eye-opening treasure of the history of America’s greatest icon. This must-read provides an enlightening understanding and a new appreciation of the concept of liberty.”

      STEVEN SORA, AUTHOR OF
THE LOST TREASURE OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

      “This book takes an important step by pointing out that goddess traditions need to be examined and revised for what they can teach us in this age of male domination and the exploitation of nature. Filled with fascinating historical facts and mythological sagas, this work points the way toward an extension of the American Revolution to social and spiritual changes that are crucially needed in the 21st century. This book is rooted in the past but, like the torch of Lady Liberty itself, is a beacon meant to illuminate the future.”

      STANLEY KRIPPNER, PH.D., COAUTHOR OF
PERSONAL MYTHOLOGY

      “This sweeping encyclopedic study of the Statue of Liberty includes a rich collection of rare historical and modern images. Hymning the male/ female polarity on which creation is based, this book issues a clarion call for balance. May the power of this iconographic symbol of the sacred and optimistic principles underlying the American experiment continue to triumph over cynicism and authoritarianism.”

      JAMES WASSERMAN, AUTHOR OF
THE SECRETS OF MASONIC WASHINGTON AND
THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON

      “A brilliant and extraordinary look into an important part of America’s history that’s surprising, inspiring, and offers tremendous hope.”

      THOM HARTMANN, PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONALLY 
SYNDICATED TALK SHOW HOST

      “Who would have imagined that you could draw our country’s entire history through the iconic image of Liberty gracing the New York Harbor? That’s precisely what the authors do in this engaging and well-documented journey through the long-neglected outtakes of our past. The exploration of Native American and feminist history and values, combined with contemporary scientific research, lead us to envision a sustainable future where liberty indeed prevails.”

      SALLY ROESCH WAGNER, PH.D., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF

THE MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE FOUNDATION

      “A brave and wonderful retelling of the hidden history of America. This fascinating, well-researched, thought-provoking book gives us great insight into the true history of the Statue of Liberty, our debt to Native Americans, the imbalance created by the suppression of the Sacred Feminine, and a true vision for a more enlightened future.”

      TRICIA MCCANNON, AUTHOR OF RETURN OF THE DIVINE SOPHIA

      “The authors have created an exceptional work . . . an extraordinarily free piece of writing on multiple levels, written in an engaging and readable style. In a world hidebound by convention, why not read this book and let this most talented public artist and his far-seeing coauthor take you on a remarkable journey?”

      JOY PORTER, PH.D., PROFESSOR OF INDIGENOUS HISTORY AT

THE UNIVERSITY OF HULL IN THE U.K. AND

AUTHOR OF NATIVE AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTALISM

      “The Secret Life of Lady Liberty is an in-depth, intriguing, and insightful examination of mythic, spiritual, social justice, and political dimensions of Lady Liberty as Goddess of Freedom and Her connections with other iconic Divine Feminine forms in the USA and beyond.”

      SELENA FOX, SENIOR MINISTER AND

HIGH PRIESTESS OF CIRCLE SANCTUARY AND

FOUNDER OF THE LADY LIBERTY LEAGUE

      “This amazing book shines a fresh light on the history of not just Lady Liberty but the whole American experience. The authors have generated an interesting hypothesis that resonates with my worldview of why women and their biology are both impactful but also at times misunderstood.”

      C. SUE CARTER, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF

THE KINSEY INSTITUTE AND RUDY PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY

AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY AT BLOOMINGTON
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        By Robert R. Hieronimus, Ph.d.

        The most important soul of this incarnation is my beloved wife of thirty-five years, Dr. Queen Zohara. She is a wise soul who knew we were to join forces when we first met. She was aware of my purpose in this life and from the very beginning gave me the glorious freedom to focus on what we needed to accomplish together as a team. From this bonding a great deal of good and sacred work has been accomplished and continues to be accomplished. We still have much to do! Since 1978 Zohara has stood behind every important accomplishment I have made, from the founding of Ruscombe, which she transformed into a holistic health care center, to the founding of the AUM Center and 21st Century Radio, which draws near to its thirtieth year on the air. More importantly, Zohara has taught me what families are all about, and by that I mean not just our children but also all four-legged, winged, and crawling members of our environment. It’s no wonder that all my important writings and paintings are dedicated to her. She is truly the center of my life and work.

        The coauthor of most of my books, Laura E. Cortner, has worked with Zohara and me since the inception of 21st Century Radio and has helped to make that show the success it has become. Her ability to multitask never ceases to amaze me, and all of our guests on 21st Century Radio have praised her extraordinary abilities. I am the most difficult person to work for, and I’m certain that her upbringing in a military family prepared her for tolerating my militant personality when it comes to getting the job done at all costs. Whenever I bite off more than I can chew, she alerts me to the dangers. We have worked together as co-creators of many projects, including other books, and I am proud to say that this book is our best co-creation to date! The reason for that is Laura’s magic with words and her extreme desire for accuracy. She is a brilliant researcher who goes to great lengths to uncover truths that others are not able to find. While we worked together on this book for more than five years, I was also called away to restore several murals, which took most of my energy. Knowing this, she led the way and carried the work to its conclusion.

        We would also like to thank our publisher, Inner Traditions International, especially Jon Graham and Ehud Sperling. They were instrumental in shaping the ideas behind this book and then showed extreme patience in allowing us to consider and reflect upon what we had discovered and to perfect the documentation of those discoveries. One look at our bibliography proves how long that took!

        Others I want to mention include my sisters, Dolly, Nancy, and Barbara, who were essential to my upbringing, often protecting me from our violent household. They introduced me to the joys of movies, and music, and singing in harmony, and gave me some sense of security. Today, I receive some of the same comfort from my astrologer, the Rev. Linda Newman, whose precision with her craft has opened many closed doors for me. About two years into this project I received an unfinished manuscript by the late Herbert Bangs titled The Feminine Face of God. His widow, Chris Bangs, also gifted me a part of her husband’s library, which included a great number of books on gnosticism. I am grateful to these contributions for influencing our understanding of those areas dealing with the Nag Hammadi library and the works of Marvin Meyer and Elaine Pagels.

        Most importantly, I want to thank my mentors, starting with U Maung Maung Ji, who was introduced to me by his student, the former secretary general of the United Nations U Thant. Maung was a retired statesman, diplomat, and lifelong occultist and mystic. He was a disciple of Master Koot Hoomi, a highly evolved spiritual being, an Arahat in Buddhist terminology. Maung visited us in 1972 at the Apocalypse mural at Johns Hopkins University to tell me who had really channeled that work, which I was fully restoring even as this book went to press. Ever since the original completion of the Apocalypse mural in 1969, my mentor has been the Thrice-Greatest Hermes Trismegistus, who also had a hand in this manuscript. So mote it be!

      

      
        By Laura E. Cortner

        I am filled with gratitude for the many people and beings who gifted me with the honor of working on this book. Thanks to Bob and Zoh Hieronimus for giving me a career wherein I could exercise my independent mind and stretch it to explore new subjects and frontiers further than I ever dreamed possible. I thank them for their support over the years, but particularly in the past five years as this book came into being. Thank you especially to Zoh for the demonstrations of courage and sustenance you’ve given me, including the supply of matzah ball soup you provided as the deadline loomed. And special thanks to Bob for the encouragement and faith you showed in my abilities by giving me so much responsibility for this book.

        To my sisters, Jennifer and Cathy, thank you for supporting me through this project and throughout my life. Jennifer was particularly brave to wade through some early drafts and to give feedback on what little coherence there was at that stage. To my mother, thank you for giving me the chance to switch roles of caregiving with you in your elder years. Hopefully I can demonstrate some of the unconditional love you gave me all your life. To both of my fathers now in the spirit world, thank you for the years of hardship in defense of a nation and the national values you held dear. To all my grandmothers and aunts, nieces and relations, I thank you for being part of my family tree and part of the clan with whom I share social bonding. Thank you for nurturing me.

        To the ancestor spirits and goddesses who guided the writing of this book, showing up with inspiration at the oddest of hours and making connections where none seemed possible, thank you for keeping me healthy while the hours of reading and editing grew wearisome.

        Thank you very much to Amy Ford for serving as an early outside reader and contributing essential editing help and suggestions. Amy also contributed valuably to the illustration-gathering and research. Her brother Joe Ford attentively transcribed hours of interviews with almost no errors. Mike Donahue also contributed several hours of transcribing, as did Laura Finney and Meg Bowen, whose many hours of transcribing included a lot of cheerleading on the side. Thanks guys. Thanks also to all my friends at Ruscombe for their continuing support and healing.

        Thank you to Jon Graham at Inner Traditions International, who was always available to answer our many questions on the themes we wanted to cover and for lending his considerable intellect to our ideas. The entire staff at Inner Traditions is always a delight and consistently professional to work with, and in this case, special thanks to Jennie Marx, our excellent project editor. Thank you also to John Kahionhes Fadden of the Six Nations Museum for remaining patient with our numerous inquiries and for bolstering the Native American sections by sending us dozens of ideas and referrals to experts. John also gave us permission to use several of his artworks as illustrations in this book.

        And finally, to all the women whose histories inspired us through this book, and their daughters and descendants to follow, thank you. May the light of Liberty be free to shine through all of our hearts and minds in the years to come.

      

      
        Image Contributors

        We also wish to thank all the people and organizations for uploading the public domain artworks that so enrich this book.

      

    

  
    
      
        Foreword
      

      J. Zohara Meyerhoff Hieronimus, D.H.L.

      The topic of liberty is one that appeals to all human beings, because it is our nature to desire freedom. As sovereign men, women, and children, all human beings thrive when given broad and egalitarian boundaries within which to unfold their particular character and talents.

      So often throughout humankind’s history, freedom comes at the expense of great loss of life. For example, the drive for liberty in order to remove a tyrannical government or individual is a necessity that millions of people will give up their lives to have and leads to a chance for both the soul and personality to evolve. This natural instinct for individuality is nurtured in certain societies, but often it is restricted only for certain people, while it is completely withheld from others. Worldwide today, women and children are generally omitted from this natural right of having autonomy and protection based on equality.

      Matrifocal cultures of the goddess traditions, which are profiled in this coauthored work, were not cultures in which power was the exclusive domain of the women. Rather than being subjected to exploitation, if not outright enslavement as is the case for millions of women and children today, women in matrifocal cultures were emancipated from the global construct of male domination and the exploitation of human, animal, and natural resources. In matrifocal cultures, some of which exist even today primarily among Indigenous peoples, women are held in the highest esteem; they are deemed to be more intuitive, kinder, and inclusive than their male counterparts. For these reasons, they are considered the ones best able to judge right from wrong, as exemplified by the Jewish prophetess Devorah (2654–2694 BCE), who, even though a woman, was so highly regarded for her insight that during her lifetime she was the only judge allowed to pass sentences.

      Matrifocal societies are organized primarily around protecting the women and children and assuring their sacred value, as well as fostering their creativity, independence, and leadership. Historically, in these progressive and ancient communities, women owned the land, selected the leaders, and discharged those failing in their moral and ethical duties. Bound together with valuing the Earth, the goddess tradition honors all that is protective and nurturing for the world.

      In the 1980s I named my communications business Liberty Works and featured the Statue of Liberty on my business card. It was under this banner that I spent more than a decade writing, speaking, conducting radio broadcasts, and engaging in other communication efforts. As a registered Libertarian and as a human being who believes that peace is humanity’s destiny, I chose the name Liberty Works because of my love for action as well as truth. To have peace, one requires freedom. The name Liberty Works emphasized my own belief that serving liberty is sacred service, and from liberty, autonomy and balanced collaboration with all people are possible.

      These are some of the reasons I’m pleased to write the foreword to this book. As collaborators, Robert R. Hieronimus, Ph.D., and Laura E. Cortner represent an interesting mixture of talents, generational perspectives, and history. Bob Hieronimus, my husband since 1980, is a world-recognized muralist, “artcar” creator, symbologist, author, historian, and broadcaster. His reporting on American history has always featured the vital role that the League of the Iroquois played in America’s founding, based on the form of representative lawmaking they gifted to the Western world. Bob has championed numerous people who, because of race, nationality, or religion, were diminished and marginalized—so taking up the cause for women’s equality is a continuation of this impulse. Bob’s appreciation for the intuitive excellence of women and their capacity for working well in a collaborative way explains why he has chosen to work almost exclusively with female assistants all his life.

      Laura E. Cortner, the coauthor of this book, has been the executive producer and research assistant for Hieronimus & Co. for many years, producing 21st Century Radio and several of our other media ventures. As a trained editor and writer, she has acted as our in-house editor, tidying up or even ghostwriting magazine articles and online postings, and helping both of us edit many of our previous books. Although Laura has helped research and write several of Bob’s other books, this is her first experience as a primary coauthor. Knowing her excellent skills as an editor and researcher, and from a writer who has benefited by our shared publisher, Inner Traditions, I say, “Welcome to the club!”

      This book springs in part from a radio series on 21st Century Radio, during which Bob interviewed leading pioneers in the field of women’s spiritual histories and quest for equality. Bob wrote and hosted the interviews and, together with Laura, drew content from these transcripts and added more research. Together they have created a book on the goddess tradition hidden within the story of our beautiful Statue of Liberty. They have done this in a manner that no other authors have done. All of Bob’s life work—from his numerous murals, other artworks, books, and appearances on international television programs—consistently features the themes of America’s sacred origins, hidden history, and destiny. This book follows that same theme, through an examination of the history and symbolism of the Statue of Liberty in the ancient and near past.

      The Hindu tradition would say we are coming to the end of Kali Yuga, the Dark Age. The Maya people call it “the sixth sun,” a time of cross-fertilization between all peoples and all traditions. From my own decades of studying the Kabbalistic tradition, which has resulted in two books on the female and male prophets of ancient Israel published by Inner Traditions, we would call it “the age of Yesod.” Yesod is the last of the ages before we are stationed as a civilization at the bottom of the Tree of Life and begin an ascent to higher awareness and worldwide peace. According to Kabbalistic prophecy, in about 220 years we will enter the blessed time of global equality and freedom, the age of Malchut, the age of the woman, a time of global awakening to the female divine, to our natural intuitive talents. In Judaism this is called an awakening to the Shechinah, the indwelling presence or feminine aspect of God that fills each life-form.

      The prophesied age of Malchut will bring with it a more elevated awareness of all life systems. It will be a global movement of female leadership and restoration of the Earth, and it will be a time when women’s heart-centered intelligence and leadership will be the crown upon the world’s head. Lady Liberty also wears a radiant crown, suggesting that this reality is America’s special calling as well. Liberty for the world’s people will come with women’s liberation in education, occupation, and in the home. In a vision I had in 1985, this was called “the New Order of the World Mother.”

      The Secret Life of Lady Liberty reveals the various threads that weave together the fabric of our nation’s commitment to freedom, a desire for individual liberty, representative lawmaking and keeping, and humanity’s eventual emancipation from suffering and oppression. Lady Liberty reminds us all of this sacred duty and holy call to freedom and how it leads to justice and equality for everyone. Learn how this lady, this great emancipator as a world mother, warrior, protector, and healer, is found worldwide in various forms and how she eventually came to be cherished as an American symbol of personal commitment, liberty, and national identity.

      J. ZOHARA MEYERHOFF 
HIERONIMUS, D.H.L., is an award-winning radio broadcaster and author, as well as an activist for social justice, environmental causes, and animal rights. A pioneer in the field of holistic health care and founder of the Ruscombe Mansion Community Health Center in 1984, she has been called both a visionary and futurist. From 1992 until 2001, she hosted the popular daily “whistle-blowers” radio program, The Zoh Show. Together with her husband, Dr. Bob Hieronimus, she continues to host 21st Century Radio, broadcasting since 1988, making it the longest-running alternative-themed radio show in the country. Her book titles include The Future of Human Experience (Destiny Books, 2013), Kabbalistic Teachings of the Female Prophets: The Seven Holy Women of Ancient Israel (Inner Traditions, 2008), and Sanctuary of the Divine Presence: Hebraic Teachings on Initiation and Illumination (Inner Traditions, 2012).
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      What Do We Mean by “The Secret Life of Lady Liberty”?

      This is not your typical Statue of Liberty book. As a matter of fact, it’s not even the kind of Statue of Liberty book we originally set out to write. What we first proposed to our publisher was to write a simple book about the evolution of the symbolism behind this famous statue. We thought we would review how her image had evolved from the Indian Queen of the earliest days of European contact in this land, through the Revolutionary patriot artwork of Minerva and the Indian Princess, and then trace how these figures eventually became the green colossus we all know so well in New York Harbor. Our publisher liked the idea but wanted us to expand the theme. They suggested examining the Statue of Liberty from a new perspective as a “Goddess in the New World.”

      These two loaded concepts, Goddess and New World, broadened our examination quite a bit, and we quickly realized we needed to do more research—a lot more research, in fact. To fit all of this new reading into our schedule, we reorganized our radio program for more than two years to create a Lady Liberty interview series. We asked a lot of questions and read through one bibliography after another. We interviewed a number of feminists and art historians about the peculiar contrast between the way women are treated in art and how they are treated in society, and gradually we formed a perspective on how Liberty Enlightening the World, the Statue of Liberty’s given title, could be considered a goddess in the New World. She turned out to be one of many figures who could claim that title, and we looked at several of them.

      We found ourselves way back in the Neolithic era, learning about the goddess-worshipping cultures that predominated on this planet for millennia before so-called civilized history began. It turns out that a long time ago on this planet, most of humanity envisioned their creator God in the form of a woman. We realized that what we had learned to call the “dawning of civilization” was actually the transition point between these goddess-worshipping cultures and the patriarchal cultures that have dominated ever since.

      Reflecting on the Statue of Liberty as a goddess led us to question just what is the nature of a goddess and what it means that the people of the United States of America have chosen to identify themselves and their nation as a goddess. Considering the Statue of Liberty is used around the world as a symbol to represent the United States of America, we wondered how we might use these insights about the female divine to shift the American paradigm. We believe seeing the Statue of Liberty as America’s goddess could facilitate the transition to the partnership lessons of the goddess and away from the domination patterns of the current patriarchy.

      
        A Goddess is Better than No Goddess at All

        Some of what we learned in this study of the Statue of Liberty is critical of allegorical female art, and we don’t shy away from that. In his book The Statue of Liberty, architectural historian Marvin Trachtenberg said monuments are “a way men transmit communal emotions, a medium of continuity and interaction between generations . . . for to be monumental is to be permanent.”1 Some critics say all allegorical statuary of virtuous females contribute to the perpetuation of an unobtainably idealistic role for women. Others complain that they mask the imperialistic intentions of American exceptionalism in a deceptively maternal guise, especially the depictions of armed females. Public monuments are, after all, generally the propaganda of the dominant class, designed to establish their preferred renditions of history, ideals, and virtues. Because of their cost, monuments are almost always the product of the elite, designed “to engineer memory and create a particular vision of the past . . . and to manufacture consent,” as art historian Albert Boime put it.2

        
          [image: image]
        

        Figure 1.1. Detail from the 1750-square-foot mural We the People by
Dr. Bob Hieronimus, Baltimore, Maryland, 2013. Notice that the Statue of
Liberty is placed next to the Iroquois Tree of Peace and below is the George
Washington Covenant Wampum Belt. Photo: Stuart Zolotorow.

        The Statue of Liberty may not be the perfect symbol, but at least it’s a permanent monument in the form of a giant female, which is a start. A goddess is better than no goddess, because over time the archetype will impact consciousness toward female empowerment regardless of the intentions of her creators. No other American symbol has the international appeal that the Statue of Liberty has. In fact, the majority of the four million people who make the pilgrimage to this particular Lady Liberty every year are not Americans. After they visit, they take back home with them her inspirations for personal independence, and assuredly these many private ideas about freedom that the Statue of Liberty inspires around the globe are not all related to her American identity.

        Meanings of public monuments tend to change along with the tides of public interest, and in America, the melting pot of change, our national ideals have also continued to change over the years. In the United States, where we pay homage to our national myths, our monuments to them fill the role of religious pilgrimage sites. With all the changing identities of America, the Statue of Liberty has managed to represent us effectively for more than 130 years no matter what we seem to stand for. She has been changing from the start, even during the dedication ceremony wherein she was presented to America by her French creators. As the last firework dimmed in the sky, the interpretations and dreams that the French people associated with her were quickly forgotten, replaced by new American interpretations and dreams.

        Some of the not-so-secret symbolism behind the Statue of Liberty is her ancestry in the Greco-Roman pantheon, as she is based mainly on a Roman goddess named Libertas. The secret part of that particular symbolism is revealed in the earlier deities of the goddess-centered cultures such as those of Minoan Crete and Mycenae on which many of these Greek and Roman gods and goddesses are based. The Greek myths that we all learn in elementary school come to us from stories recorded by Homer and Hesiod in the eighth century BCE, but many of them can clearly be recognized in the traditions of these much earlier cultures. When the prepatriarchal originals are compared to the way the myths are told today, one can begin to see accounts of one culture being overlaid on top of another. Suddenly there are stories of heroes slaying serpents or dragons, when in the more ancient goddess-centric myths, serpents were a symbol of the Great Mother Goddess herself, or of the regeneration and renewal sponsored by the goddess. Rape appears in the goddess myths for the first time after they were recast by the Greeks, where sexual domination was used as another metaphor for a warrior culture subduing a goddess-worshipping culture.3

      

      
        Who We Are

        To simplify, we use the pronoun “we” throughout this book because, even though our discoveries were different, we collaborated on all the research and on the Lady Liberty Radio Interview Series, the content of which serves as the basis for this book. Robert R. Hieronimus, Ph.D., is the interview cohost on 21st Century Radio, and Laura E. Cortner is the long-serving executive producer and research assistant. Since 1988, along with Dr. Zohara Hieronimus, we have interviewed thousands of groundbreaking researchers who are advancing the fields of consciousness, the interconnectedness of all life, and unexplained phenomena. We also enjoy interviewing other researchers who take maverick approaches to history like the one we’ve taken here with the Statue of Liberty. All the quotes in this book not otherwise attributed are from the interview series we did focusing on Liberty and the goddess, and biographies of the participants in this series are listed in appendix 1. On the Lady Liberty radio series we interviewed Native American wisdomkeepers about their creation myths, theologians on the Virgin Mary, and Jungian analysts on the psychology of the Goddess. For an understanding of the African traditions that blended with those of slaves and Caribbean Natives, we interviewed a Yoruban priestess and discovered how syncretized traditions resulted in a veneration of the divine in female form that is uniquely American. And because coauthor Bob Hieronimus has been dogged by conspiracy theorists his whole career, we made a special point of learning the paranoid fantasies about the Statue of Liberty and what they tell us about the psychological tendencies of Americans.

        We are two coauthors who come from very different backgrounds, each with our own set of prejudices to overcome. Robert R. Hieronimus, Ph.D., was born into an abusive, coal-mining family and was raised in the post–World War II world of Baltimore. Indoctrinated by old-time radio, television, and his surroundings to believe that women are capable of making decisions pertaining only to home and family, he is ashamed to read in his journals how at one time he believed women were simply not the mental equals of men. He pulled himself out of these prejudices as part of his greater spiritual growth beginning in the 1960s when he participated in the women’s movement as a natural extension of the greater spiritual movement. An artist and a student of the ageless mystery traditions, he was especially drawn to ritual practices that were based on equality and balance between the genders. When he joined the Freemasons, he selected the branch called co-Masons because they admitted both men and women. He composed “The Earth People Prayer” (see the last chapter) in the early 1970s in which he points out that despite all the perceived differences between humans, we are all Earth People. He became a feminist by way of his spiritual path, seeing all people as Earth People.

        Today he is privileged to work with his wife, Zohara, on many philanthropic endeavors pertaining to the underprivileged, the environment, social justice, the arts, and supporting the middle class.

        Laura E. Cortner was born into a middle-class military family and came of age in the post-feminist era of the 1970s and 1980s. Despite the fact that she attended a women’s college in the 1980s, she did not proudly embrace the label of feminist until she began researching this book. To many girls who followed the second wave of the women’s movement, “feminist” was considered almost a dirty word, associated with unshaven armpits and rage. The media reinforced the idea that the women’s movement was successfully concluded by showing women excelling in any profession. As that old perfume ad encouraged, you could work all day to bring home the bacon, and then come home and neatly fry it up in a pan.

        What persuaded her to declare as a feminist was learning about early advocates for women’s rights. As far back as the early 1400s, people like Christine de Pizan were writing about the need for gender balance for overall peace, but most exciting to learn about are the audacious women of the suffrage movement such as Matilda Joslyn Gage, Lillie Devereaux Blake, Belva Lockwood, and Alice Paul, whose histories reveal how much more the women’s movement has yet to accomplish. As has been the experience of other men and women learning to identify as feminists, the clincher is the data. Countless statistical studies show that gender balance in the workplace and the funding of social programs for the family improve a corporation’s profits and/or a nation’s health.4 Advocating for women’s rights, it turns out, really means advocating for human rights, because gender balance leads to greater social harmony and growth for everyone across the board.

      

      
        Lessons from Community Art and Public Art

        We learned a lot while writing this book about how public art is used to manipulate our opinions regarding domination and compromise. As a community and public artist himself, coauthor Bob Hieronimus has a unique perspective on the creation of the Statue of Liberty. His firsthand experience with designing and executing large works of art meant to survive in the public eye for a long time has taught him that when working in the genre of community and public art, the artist is always faced with opposition from some members of the community in one form or another. He has seen his murals vandalized, his sculptures denounced from the pulpit, and some pieces completely painted over without his knowledge. He tells of one community meeting where, to his astonishment, both Jimi Hendrix and Thomas Jefferson were “voted out” of his proposed A Little Help from Our Friends mural.

        Like all public art projects, the Statue of Liberty is a story of compromise and perseverance. Its history is one long scramble to assemble the right moneymakers over almost two decades to complete the project on two continents. Big pieces are expensive and require the cooperation of the authorities, and artists working in the community require special diplomatic and salesmanship skills in addition to being artists. Even so, Auguste Bartholdi, the sculptor of the Statue of Liberty, was also a true believer in the transformative power of public art. His biographers stress what a savvy marketer he was, but his inherent talents for promotion should in no way overshadow his success at tapping into a cultural insight that allows his colossal creation to speak to the hearts of people worldwide more than a hundred years later.
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        Figure 1.2. The meanings of the Statue of Liberty have been changing since
the very beginning, driven largely by editorial cartoons like this one. “Let
the Advertising Agents Take Charge of the Bartholdi Business, and the
Money Will Be Raised without Delay,” Puck, April 18, 1885. Reproduction on
display at the Liberty Island Museum. Author photo.

        Hieronimus is also fond of repeating the advice that every one of us is an artist in some form. Everyone is born to create and should find the manner of creation that makes them happy. It doesn’t matter whether it’s visual, verbal, musical, sewing buttons, gluing things together, or creating positive relations or a comfortable home, it is the act of creating that sends fire up the spine. Sadly, art classes are being cut from school curricula, and when included they are so short as to allow no time for true inner reflection. Give artists a long enough period of time to create, says Hieronimus, and you’re going to have a revolution—at least a revolution of consciousness.

      

      
        Using the Statue of Liberty as a New Lens on History

        As we attempted to define the secret life of Lady Liberty, we discovered along the way an entirely new way of appreciating not just the Statue of Liberty but also a new way of appreciating the United States, and even what qualifies as history itself. Following the threads of what was happening in the United States around the time of the Statue of Liberty’s creation uncovered for us the contributions to the building of this nation of those not generally acknowledged in history books: women, Indigenous people, the slaves, and the working poor. One of the conclusions we reached is that liberty for the female—meaning real women—is a key to humanity’s survival on this planet, and we’ll spend a lot of time elaborating on that.

        Even with the public relations gloss removed, however, we found that the Statue of Liberty, especially when viewed as the descendant of a long line of goddesses, still represents an America we can admire, and in fact, admire even more. Using the Statue of Liberty as a new lens on American history opens up our American story to one that values all its peoples, reminding us that this country, with all its mixed-people glory, is truly alight with potential. Though it took a surprising amount of arm-twisting to get Americans to accept this gift from France and to pay for her pedestal, once she was up it took almost no time for Americans to embrace her as their own. The Statue of Liberty has come to stand for all the ideals that each of us thinks is special about American liberty, which is why she is so effective as a symbol of protest. Because most of us identify with her, it is especially jarring to see images of her in parody or under attack by vandals.

        Seeing the Statue of Liberty taken over by protestors immediately exposes the discrepancy between our ideals of “liberty for all” and the less than equal distribution of liberty in reality. Rousing speeches about Lady Liberty can inspire us to live up to her virtuous image, but at the same time they can make us critical of the manipulation of her symbolism by the privileged class. Attempting to explain her effective adoption by various, and even opposing, causes over the years, Albert Boime called her a “hollow icon,” and Marvin Trachtenberg called her a “polymorphic iconographic blank.”5

        Our journey took us up the helixlike stairway inside the body of the Statue of Liberty to peer at the world through her crown and see what it looked like through the lens of ideal liberty. The real world comes up sorely lacking through this lens, and that inspired us to seek out new partnership-oriented methods that apply her ideals of liberty to more long-term solutions. As we take this fresh look at American history based on the standards of our nation’s divine female, we will be accused by some of writing revisionist history and judging the past by today’s standards. Of this we are probably guilty, but not ashamed. If history is the lie commonly agreed upon, as Voltaire said, then a little revision is necessary from time to time, when today’s standards cause us to judge past actions differently. Suffragist Matilda Joslyn Gage believed that when you see how the world needs to change, it allows you to see history differently. Gage’s biographer Sally Roesch Wagner stressed during our interview with her that embarrassing and controversial issues must not be avoided when teaching history, because it “deprives citizens the tools needed to make wise decisions.”
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        Figure 1.3. Lady Liberty makes the perfect symbol for just about any kind of political or satirical statement. Here Dr. Bob Hieronimus enjoys his vintage 1975 MAD Magazine featuring the mini-poster titled “Ms. Liberty,” which replaced letters on the tablet to read “Women’s Lib 1975,” and a 2013 National Geographic that used the Statue of Liberty as a measuring stick to show how far the tides will rise around the world if all the ice melted. Author photo.

        Traditional history is told as if it were an endless series of wars and conflict, numbing us into accepting murder and genocide as necessary evils. Until recently, the atrocities committed by Columbus and his fellow explorers, when mentioned in history books at all, were glossed over in favor of pumping up the glorious accomplishments of the navigators. Historian Howard Zinn described this “learned sense of moral proportion coming from the apparent objectivity of the scholar” as deadly, but also warned against getting angry at the past. It is not always possible to clearly define who was wrong, and sometimes the dominators had the best of intentions, while victims of oppression will often turn on others even less fortunate and continue the cycle of domination. However, it was not inevitable for the Native Americans to be decimated so that the westward march of “progress” could reach its end. We should not accept murder for progress; genocide should not be taken for granted in any era. Zinn’s People’s History of the United States documents many cases of “fugitive moments of compassion” as a counterweight version of history, and we highly recommend it. These moments of resistance hold the hope for our future and remind us that when looking at history from a new perspective, it is important to keep our attention focused on correcting the ramifications of the past that continue to plague us today.6

        Another big discovery we made while examining U.S. history from the perspective of Lady Liberty is that the Christian Church is the main source behind the social conditions that repress women in this country. The early suffragists also saw these heavily engrained religious beliefs as the cause of female suppression and pointed out how religious symbols and rituals reinforcing the authority of a male God have encoded the norms of gender relations. Actually, all the organized religions of the Abrahamic traditions suppress women, but it’s organized Christianity that teaches most Americans that the female portion of the divine should be a source of suspicion and fear. “There’s a reason why religion has been a pivotal battleground in establishing systems of domination,” says historian Max Dashú. Religious symbolism, like mass advertising, has the power to manipulate and motivate human feeling.7 We learned a lot on this subject from religion professor Elaine Pagels, particularly about the early Christian Church heretics and their adherence to Jesus Christ’s radical acceptance of women as leaders in the church.

      

      
        There is Power in a Name

        One of the first things we discovered when starting this research was how much of the terminology that we grew up believing was historically accurate is considered offensive to those on the receiving end of subjugation. Without getting tangled up in politically correct absurdities, we present here a brief primer explaining our choice of some of the terms used frequently in this book. Our definitions will also give an overview of some of the material we intend to cover and why we chose to capitalize certain words and phrases.

        Goddess: Let’s start with why we use this word in our subtitle, and why it makes so many people uncomfortable. As we noted, in the countries where Abrahamic religions predominate, the term “goddess” can provoke superstitious fear, but this is generally based on cultural ignorance. The monotheistic belief system that posits there can be only one male God teaches that representations of the divine in female form are suspect at best, and hell-spawn at worst. Today, most people in the United States associate the term “goddess” with an oversexualized movie star or a singer with an inflated ego. “It’s hardly a reverent term,” says Dashú, noting how desacralized and trivialized it has become in popular culture.8

        Nor does it translate well to describe what most Indigenous traditions refer to as their creator or ancestral spirits. Oneida Joanne Shenandoah told us that Native Americans use words that are mostly ungendered and refer to “celestial beings” or “spirits” rather than deities. In chapter 6 we review the essential concept of relationship in which Indigenous people dwell with their creator spirits and with life on Earth, guiding all their actions. Feminists take a diverse approach to goddess research and veneration, and some prefer to say “Goddess” instead of “the goddess” because the latter implies a thing as opposed to a presence or an essence. We use the terms “Goddess” or “the goddess” somewhat interchangeably to mean a female expression of the divine.

        Matrifocal: This is the word we have chosen to use to describe cultures that are gender balanced and that acknowledge women as equal partners in life instead of as dependents or slaves. We decided not to use the word “matriarchal,” which might seem the logical choice when contrasting with a “patriarchal” culture where lineage is traced through the father, and culture is dominated by the man. Unfortunately, “matriarchal” has become a controversial word, because it has had mistaken assumptions attached to it causing some to see it as a threat. The mistake is that woman-focused cultures do not become dominated by the women at the expense of the men. No one has ever found a mirror-opposite to patriarchy, in the sense of a culture where women are in complete control of the society and culture. No one has ever found a female monotheistic deity either, because in mother-ruled or matrifocal cultures each gender is valued for its strengths, cooperation is encouraged, and the deities reflect this pattern as well and manifest as gender partners.

        Archaeologist Marija Gimbutas revolutionized this study of history when she brought an interdisciplinary approach combining archaeology with linguistics, ethnology, and religious studies to reexamine the nearly omnipresent female figurines found in archaeological digs around the world. Uncovered by the thousands across Europe, Russia, and Mesopotamia, in fact worldwide, in the past few decades, these goddess figurines and rock art date as far back as thirty thousand years ago. These figurines and patterns emulating the female form and sexual regeneration were previously dismissed as fertility fetishes or pornographic toys before Gimbutas began to interpret them as symbols of reverence for the life-giving powers of woman. Cultural historian Riane Eisler and others who have continued Gimbutas’s research describe the goddess-worshipping cultures as partnership oriented, as opposed to domination oriented. Art historian Merlin Stone described this time period as “when God was a woman.” The veneration for the fecund female form reflects the spiritual concerns of the people who created them and basically shows that “the original direction of our cultural evolution was more in a partnership direction,” as Eisler puts it. “It was not an ideal, but a less violent, less unjust, a more humane, if you will, and sensible way of living.”

        New World: This is a term we will avoid using except in the context of those who used it in the past. Instead we use the term “the Americas” to refer to the region of the North and South American continents during the time of European discovery and exploration. Calling it a New World implies that the Old World was following a natural progression to overtake and dominate the new. It implies the old ways were civilized and the new ways were primitive. Those pushing the agenda that “civilization” had the God-ordained manifest destiny to move westward were blind to the advancements of the so-called primitive peoples they were rolling over. This blindness is why it was not until the latter half of the twentieth century that we began to learn about the Native American cultural norms that, by today’s standards, were more civil than those of the European conquerors. The European explorers and colonists came from a society where the top tenth of 1 percent controlled all the wealth and land while the majority lived in impoverished squalor. Slavery was popular and cruel, and women were literally the legal property of their husbands and fathers. In the Americas, the Europeans encountered cultures where slavery was abhorred, women led the clan systems, and people practiced earth-friendly land management, advanced agricultural science, and effected natural healing techniques. Everyone was equally fed and healthy. The Indigenous people rubbing elbows with the early English colonists along the East Coast of North America enjoyed egalitarian government structures, rights for women, and no squalid poverty. Together with the silver the Europeans stripped from South America, the Europeans assimilated these Native American advances in medicine, food science, and social structure into their own cultures and then spread them around the globe—literally creating a “New World.” The discovery of the Americas and the self-governing people who flourished there truly had a global impact, as we detail in chapter 6.

        Native Americans/American Indians/Native People: We use these terms interchangeably on the advice of the many Native scholars we have questioned on this matter. It is inaccurate to refer to all the people on these continents as one culture, however, and the most respectful way of talking about any of the Native people is by using the names they use to refer to themselves. When we use the three above-referenced terms it is usually in broad generalities to distinguish between the cultural approaches of the Indigenous people when compared to the European people. “Native American” is a new term invented to try to correct Columbus’s error of calling these people “Indian,” but “American Indian” is the term still used by the U.S. government that carries the legal weight of counting people for the census and in treaty negotiations for land sovereignty. It is also what many Native people, especially the elder generations, are accustomed to calling themselves. In this book, we focus mainly on the League of the Iroquois, a confederation of six Native nations that joined together under a nonaggression pact in upstate New York more than five hundred years ago. They include the Mohawk, Seneca, Onondaga, Cayuga, Oneida, and later the Tuscarora. Iroquois is a French term, and Haudenosaunee, or People of the Longhouse, is how they refer to themselves.

        Euro-American/American/Colonist: In a book where we make a lot of comparisons between Native ways and those that followed, it would be confusing to use the term “American” by itself. Therefore, when we talk about English settlers before the American Revolution we refer to them as colonists. After the ratification of the U.S. Constitution, and to distinguish these settlers from the Native Americans, we have adopted the term “Euro-American,” in preference to describing them as “white,” as is customary for many historians.

        Black People/African American: “African American” is meant to be a more respectful term, but it has the obvious problem that many Black Americans do not have ancestors from Africa. Some are the proud descendants of slaves, but not all. We acknowledge that many activists object to being identified by a skin tone, and in fact, the color black is not a good description for most Black Americans’ skin tone. But most of the researchers we polled did not find it offensive, and out of respect for the fact that we are distinguishing them at all as a group of people, we will often capitalize it as Black Americans just as we do for Native Americans. We use both of these terms to contrast the suppression of certain peoples in the domination culture.

        Founding Fathers/Revolutionary Generation: Throughout our previous books, Founding Fathers, Secret Societies and The United Symbolism of America, we purposely capitalized the term “Founding Fathers” out of respect for what this generation of individuals did in separating state from church and monarchical control and founding a self-governing nation. With our new perspective on women and the suppressed histories of so many people, a capitalized “Founding Fathers” no longer feels appropriate. We have begun to use the term “Revolutionary generation” as a more inclusive description of the astonishing collection of minds that was born at the right time to usher in these changes. This gender-neutral term also includes all strata of society that each contributed to this revolution to the extent of their abilities.

        When we refer to those who designed our nation’s images and symbols, we sometimes call them our “founding artists.” Otherwise we will use the lowercase “founders” when referring to the group of public servants who shaped the new United States government. Even John Adams objected to the term “Founding Fathers,” warning against over mythologizing the Revolution as a golden time. In an 1812 letter to Benjamin Rush he said, “It was patched together and piebald policy then, as it is now, ever was, and ever will be world without end.”9

        Republic/Republican: Just briefly for those who don’t remember from civics class, a constitutional republic is what was formed by our founders. The democratic republic or representative democracy we refer to is not to be confused with today’s names for the political parties of Republican and Democrat.

        Feminism/Woman Suffrage/Women’s Suffrage: The so-called third wave of feminism starting around the 1980s challenged the power of words and labels and criticized the earlier waves of feminism for being too focused on the concerns of white and middle-class women at the expense of disenfranchised women. Some have suggested new terms like “womanist” or “humanist” to describe the continuing struggle for women’s rights, but we are going to stick with “feminist” and embrace it as it could be: a label for both men and women of all class structures and colors. Recognizing the label of feminist as one to be supported by everyone will help us reach gender parity in politics and business, which won’t happen without quotas and exemptions. As we learned from historians Sally Roesch Wagner and Edith Mayo, the women of the suffrage movement who worked hard for more than seventy years were not given the right to vote, they earned it. Just like the activists who launched the American Revolution, women’s rights activists discovered that guided anger, channeled appropriately, can create necessary and lasting change. At the beginning of the movement they used “woman” suffrage, but today it’s more common to use “women’s” suffrage, which is why you’ll see both in this book.

        Climate Change/Environmental Upheaval: “Climate change” is a term we’ve been using for years as being more accurate than “global warming,” but by now “climate change” has also become politically charged and inaccurately used. When we talk about the environmental problem or crisis, we are really talking about the human problem, because the environment and the Earth will still be here in a hundred years—the question is, will it be a livable place for humans? Throughout this book you will see we are assuming the near future will bring some kind of global adjustment or environmental upheaval, because, more than likely, we have already passed the tipping point. The changes are accelerating, and it won’t be long before no one will deny that humans have impacted the climate. With the inevitability of temperature increases assured, the best we can do at this point is to concentrate on how to survive the changes and learn how to take care of one another. It’s time now to value who we are over what we have and practice treating all life-forms with compassion. If we adopt the Native American practice of weighing every one of our decisions with regard to how it will affect the seventh generation to come, we will inevitably affect the way we treat the Earth as well.

      

      
        The Power of Symbol

        Hieronimus’s doctoral dissertation is a humanistic psychological analysis of symbols, particularly the symbol of the reverse of the Great Seal of the United States. In our previous book Founding Fathers, Secret Societies we included a long section on symbols as the formative agents of communities. In sum, myths, symbols, and archetypes are more than just sources of historical knowledge of the objective world, they are also significant forces in the psyche. Symbols are a bridge between the conscious and unconscious mind, cultivating wholeness and resulting in self-realization. When a symbol contains both conscious and unconscious elements, it can relate to the entire psychic system and be assimilated in consciousness relatively quickly. From the standpoint of humanistic psychology, the development of a symbolic mythological system is deemed necessary to a culture’s health and stability. Our society’s contemporary disintegrative state is partially explained by our failure to create meaningful myths and symbols.
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        Figure 1.4. Being a metaphorically hollow icon makes the Statue of Liberty
an even more powerful symbol. This image shows the statue under
construction in New York and reveals that her hollowness is literal as well as
metaphorical. Reproduced from an 1886 engraving on display at the Liberty
Island Museum. Author photo.

        Our founding artists had a much better grasp of the language of symbols than we have today, which is why they were all comfortable embracing non-Christian images to embody American liberty. Even the most extreme Christians among them did not raise an eyebrow at the many goddesses adorning the state seals, coins, and capitol buildings, because they lived in the era of the Enlightenment when it was understood that female imagery represented the virtues to which everyone should aspire. Today the conspiracy-minded grasp only a black/white level of interpretation, and because they have been taught to fear any image that associates the female with divine power, they have lashed out at the Statue of Liberty, as well as the statues of Justice and Peace and Freedom, calling them false idols and messengers of Satan.

        Images and myths are far more effective at motivating people’s emotions than words and facts are. Television and movies are such powerful drivers of social movements because they reach us through imagery. Neurosurgeon Leonard Shlain saw the redeeming qualities of television and the Internet in rewiring our brains to once again be image-readers, an action that regularly exercises our right brains. This return to the more image-driven side of our brain is in contrast to the past centuries, pre-television, when humans were immersed almost exclusively in the left brain of words and linear thinking, leading inexorably to an overemphasis on the Word as law.10

      

      
        The Statue of Liberty as Energizing Symbol

        Accepting the goddess as part of the American tradition is a path that could lead many to the monumental paradigm shift we are advocating in this book. Using the power of concentration to study the symbolism of ancient female iconography can transform consciousness and create change within. Recognizing the goddess can help us recognize life as sacred, and our responsibilities to each other to keep it that way. That humanity thirsts for the unifying symbol of the goddess is evidenced by the substitutes that manifest in everything from the spiritual, as in veneration of the Virgin Mary or the Catholic saints, to the banal, as in veneration of the icons of pop culture, who are called “divas”—literally “goddesses” in Italian.

        The new awareness we are talking about has nothing to do with religion, but instead it is a conceptual shift from a pattern of domination and separateness to one of inclusion and wholeness. The shift requires that we act on the understanding that life is sacred. “If we move from the heart in how we relate to each other,” said Dashú, “then that is manifesting Goddess as far as I’m concerned. That is the ultimate.” How we relate to one another and to the Earth around us would be affected if we honor the Statue of Liberty as our American goddess. Throughout this book we have chosen to consistently refer to the Statue of Liberty as a “her” rather than an “it” because we want you to embrace her as the goddess she is. She is the conscience of our nation and has the ability to strengthen the qualities of female power in all of us.

        Our contemporary society is enchanted by the spell of consumerism. In this materialistic age, we are offered female role models who disguise selfishness as power and encourage us to find happiness through shopping. Reclaiming the goddess and allowing room for the female divine in our culture would lead to a more inclusive view of American history. Valuing the contributions of suppressed peoples will open the door for us to shift our behaviors in the present.

        And shifting our behaviors in the present—and on a very large scale—is exactly what needs to happen if humanity is to survive the next one hundred years of environmental upheaval. Why do we bring up the environment in a book about the Statue of Liberty, you may ask? Because studying American liberty embodied in the female form led us to a very pro-environmental conclusion. One of the main messages of goddess veneration is a reminder to honor our relationship with the Earth and all living creatures, something that has to change radically right now if humanity is to survive on this planet. Despite a natural abhorrence for change, especially when it comes to habitual comforts, change we must—and, as we’ll see in this book, Americans have a duty to lead the way.

        Throughout this book we also advocate strongly for electing more women to positions of power, but that’s only because the imbalance in female leadership in the United States is still so severe that action is required to achieve parity. As Sheryl Sandberg says, “In the future there will be no female leaders. There will just be leaders.”11 And we add that these future leaders will be people who no longer see the world around them as merely a source of potentially profitable resources for extraction but as a source of life and power that must be treated with respect. In the end, what we need is both male and female leaders who operate from the human drive for caring and compassion. These qualities may be seen as female characteristics in today’s mind-set, but that is mainly a result of social conditioning. Men can be just as caring as women when social norms accept it, and women can be just as warlike as men when social norms encourage it. We advocate any changes that support gender balance in business, politics, and the home, including legislation to support childcare, elder parent care, flextime, and infant nutrition for the developing years. Families are the nexus of shared power, and parents are the role models for how the next generation will advance, so supporting equal responsibility in the home is crucial to creating a more balanced next generation.

        We want you to start noticing the American goddesses all around you in seals and statuary, but also the goddesses in your personal life as seen in the nurturing qualities of the people you meet, especially your mothers, sisters, and daughters. And men, too, a new generation of whom are beginning to embrace caregiving as a symbol of strength. The goddess is all around us in nature as well, as she makes her presence known in the changing seasons and cycles of birth and death.

        Once you start looking, you will literally see American goddesses everywhere! There’s Lady Freedom on the Capitol dome, the old Liberty-head nickel, the blind Lady Justices at the Supreme Court, and even vestiges of the Indian Queen, the former personification of America, in cigar-store Indians. The more we learn of their backgrounds, the more we talk about them and form opinions about them, the more we will energize their ideals of freedom, liberty, and justice in our national consciousness.
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        Figure 1.5. It’s easy to notice American goddesses all around you when you visit Washington, D.C. Here are two named America and History from the first panel of the Frieze of American History, designed by Constantino Brumidi in the Capitol Rotunda. The standing figure is named “America” and wears the Phrygian cap. Seated at her right is the Indian Princess and to her left is a figure labeled History, recording events. Both are balanced by eagles. Architect of the Capitol.

        No, this is not your typical Statue of Liberty book. If you are looking for a definitive history book about the Statue of Liberty we recommend you start with any of the fine books Barry Moreno has written on the subject, or the many other greats listed in our bibliography. This book is about recognizing the goddesses in the real women around you and noticing the goddesses in our official insignia in order to help you tap your own full potential to create and change the world in the special way that your talents were designed for. American women, especially women whose children are grown and who have more time to serve their country now, must begin to see themselves as leaders. These are the women the Dalai Lama spoke of when he said, “The world will be saved by Western women.”12 Even though they may not yet think of themselves as leaders, in the West more women have the means, education, and motivation to see what kind of future is in store for our grandchildren if we allow corporations to dictate policy within the same domination paradigm built on a cycle of eternal war. The Statue of Liberty, with her torch of enlightenment/wisdom held high, reminds us that through education and reaching for the infinite goodness of divinity we can secure true liberty. This is why we love America so. This is the American Liberty, based on enlightenment and embodied by a goddess.

        How did this symbol become so powerful? Her original French creators described her future as energizing hope for liberty in all countries of the world, not just in America and France, and they gave her a name that speaks to this international destiny: Liberty Enlightening the World. But we doubt even they would have predicted the enormity of her success. This book is an attempt to consider how she might also be called a Goddess of the New World. Studying her this way has led us to rejoice in her idiosyncrasies as we realized that she has become a symbol of both the myths that unite us and the diversity that strengthens us.
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