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Praise for What Liberals Believe

“What a wonderful collection of invaluable quotes!”

—Katrina vanden Heuvel, editor and publisher of The Nation and author of Taking Back America:And Taking Down the Radical Right

“Every speaker needs great quotes. And if you’re like me, you can use a little progressive inspiration now and then. William Martin’s book provides both.”

—Gloria Feldt, author, lecturer, women’s rights activist, and former president of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America

“William Martin has become the ultimate quotographer of the American Left! Revel in these quotations. Spread them liberally. Take them to heart. And then act on them!”

—Jim Hightower, national radio commentator and author of Thieves in High Places

“A treasure chest of wisdom from the port side.”

—Alfie Kohn, author of No Contest: The Case Against Competition and Punished by Rewards

“Wow. What a research job. What a resource!”

—Eric Alterman, author of When Presidents Lie and What Liberal Media? and columnist for The Nation

“A quotation book that is pro-choice, pro-environment, pro-civil rights, pro-civil liberties, pro-union, and ‘pro’ all the things that really matter. In short, a quote book that won’t just sit on the shelf.”

—Frances Kissling, former president of Catholics for a Free Choice

“An invaluable resource for spreading the word and for understanding the progressive legacy.”

—Tom Hayden, anti-war activist, author of the Port Huron Statement, and one of the founders of the Students for a Democratic Society

“From A to Z, this book covers the tumultuous political waterfront with quotations that often go to the eye of the storm. William Martin has gathered thousands of quotes that speak to us with concise clarity…. Turn to any page and start reading; you’ll probably be hooked within seconds.”

—Norman Solomon, author of War Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death

“This marvelous collection of progressive insights is bound to provoke much-needed inspiration, thought, and action.”

—Joel Bakan, professor of law at the University of British Columbia, filmmaker, and author of The Corporation: The Pathological Pursuit of Profit and Power

“An entertaining and convenient resource for all who seek to convey progressive values, the nastiness of the Far Right, or the moral mushiness of the so-called ‘center.’ With abundant material to inspire or outrage, this is an essential collection of quotations for progressive speakers, writers, and thinkers.”

—Mayor Ross C. “Rocky” Anderson, Salt Lake City, Utah

“Words well-assembled give us good maps for our lives in the world. William Martin does skillful service in assembling quotations that capture the dangerous half-hidden reality in today’s America, teetering as it is on the edge of losing us our American heritage as citizens in a constitutional democracy.”

—Andrew Bard Schmookler, author of The Parable of the Tribes: The Problem of Power in Social Evolution

“Grist for the debate. This is a valuable resource for progressive advocates.”

—Robert L. Borosage, co-director of the Campaign for America’s Future

“This comprehensive compendium of quotations should be within arm’s reach of any progressive concerned about the corporate takeover of the Democratic Party, indeed of our entire society.”

—Charlie Cray, director of the Center for Corporate Policy and coauthor of The People’s Business: Controlling Corporations and Restoring Democracy

“William Martin’s collection of enlightening and energizing quotations illustrates the storied history of our liberal values while providing a roadmap for a strong progressive future. Read it, quote it yourself, but most importantly, take action.”

—Amy Isaacs, national director of Americans for Democratic Action (ADA)

“An indispensable reference tool for writers, researchers, and reformers … William Martin has done a public service by giving us a window into the soul of liberalism.”

—David Morris, columnist and co-founder of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance

“William Martin’s new compendium of progressive voices reflecting the values that inform our work and our politics is a timely reminder that no political party or social movement has a monopoly on values—even explicitly religious values.”

—Rev. Dr. Katherine Hancock Ragsdale, executive director of Political Research Associates, board member of NARAL Pro-Choice America, and former chair of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
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INTRODUCTION:
WHAT DO LIBERALS BELIEVE?

Liberals value equality, justice, compassion, and purpose. We are unequivocally pro-choice, pro-environment, pro-jobs, pro-union, and pro-marriage equality. We love our country enough to criticize it and believe that we are all in this society together. If you scan the pages of this book, you’ll see that this is not just a book about politics, but about the many issues that determine how we can improve our lives and the lives of others. What Liberal’s Believe: The Best Progressive Quotes Ever is a resource for keeping hope alive in an increasingly conservative society.

Much has happened since the original 2008 publication of What Liberals Believe, some of it very good. To the amazement of the world, we elected our first African American president. We enacted a historic national health care law, ended the Iraq War, repealed “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” and through the Stimulus Bill made the largest investment in green technology in history. Several states now allow same-sex marriages. These accomplishments are impressive, but they don’t tell the whole story. Overall, the arc of recent history has not bent toward justice. America has taken a hard turn to the right.

The reckless financial deregulation and risk-taking of the Reagan-Bush era finally came home to roost, causing the largest financial meltdown since the Great Depression. To prevent disaster, the political establishment bailed out the banks and large corporations, but left ordinary citizens to largely fend for themselves. This mismanaged crisis not only helped create the Occupy Movement, it spawned a Tea Party uprising so ideologically rigid and reactionary that it has caused the Republican Party to come unhinged. The Tea Party-dominated GOP has purged itself of all moderation. It’s now so extreme that it would reject the policies of such conservative icons as Ronald Reagan or George W. Bush. The big tent of the Grand Old Party has been taken hostage by market fundamentalists who write the checks, and by religious fundamentalists who do their bidding.

The disastrous years of the Bush-Cheney presidency have not brought repudiation of the Radical Right, but rather even more passionate intensity, much of it fixated on Barack Obama. America has not become more thoughtful or temperate; instead, it has become an upside-down country where citizens who were swindled by bankers now demand that bankers have even less scrutiny. It’s a country where billionaires whine and complain that they are the poor and oppressed. It’s a country of bizarre birth certificate conspiracies and shameless inequality, where down is up, war is peace, freedom is slavery, ignorance is strength, and science is considered a left-wing plot.

To make matters worse, in 2010 the most brazenly political Supreme Court of all time (remember Bush v. Gore) delivered an unprecedented blow to our political system. (The corporate media gave it scant attention, preferring to cover American Idol and Dancing with the Stars.) In the case of Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, the court’s 5 – 4 decision opened the floodgates for corporations to spend unlimited amounts of money to buy elections. By striking down the decades-long prohibition on corporate financing of elections, the GOP Five (Alito, Kennedy, Roberts, Scalia, and the strangely mute Thomas) corrupted a system already dominated by the super rich. No candidate, no election, and no issue are now safe from secretive Super PACs and their limitless dark money. Without a constitutional amendment to repeal Citizens United, the richest 1% will continue to accrue power and wealth at the expense of the rest of us.

The Republicans have also doubled down on their assault on women. Around the country there are new mandatory ultrasound “shame” requirements for women seeking abortions, attempts to ban insurance companies from providing contraceptives, threats to eliminate Planned Parenthood funding, schemes to cut Head Start funding to force women to become stay-at-home mothers, and even plans for hospitals to let pregnant women die rather than perform life-saving abortions. What’s more, when women speak out for themselves, Republican leaders call them “sluts” and “prostitutes,” while rank and file Republicans look at their fingernails. The depth and scope of this misogyny boggles the mind.

What Liberals Believe: The Best Progressive Quotes Ever will not just highlight politics. It has plenty to say about other core topics such as love, humility, courage, tolerance, marriage, children, and God. This newly expanded book has hundreds of new quotations that go to the heart of being liberal. It even has a special section of “Callous and Clueless Quotes from the Right” to remind readers just how ridiculous and extreme the right wing has become. A perfect resource for writers, bloggers, researchers, activists, speechwriters, teachers, and students, What Liberals Believe is a bible of progressive insight. This book will help you appreciate that the cause of social and economic justice is still worth fighting for.

A free and equal democratic society is worth your struggle. Don’t lose faith. Don’t be silent. Don’t be afraid to call yourself “liberal.”

William Martin

April 2012


THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS IN A DEMOCRACY



Abortion

Abortion is not just a women’s issue.

—Bob Burnett, “Why Don’t Men Write About Abortion?” Common Dreams (March 29, 2006)

The conservatives’ fondest dream—overturning Roe—will be the Republicans’ worst nightmare.

—James Carville and Paul Begala, Take It Back (2006)

Among the first things the Nazis did upon seizing power in 1933 was to outlaw abortion.

—Steven Conn, “In Struggle for Women’s Freedom, Which Side is U.S. On?” St. Paul Pioneer Press (June 23, 2006)

Democrats aren’t pro-abortion…. We do believe that a woman has a right to make up her own mind.

—Howard Dean, quoted in “Democrats Elect Dean as Committee Chairman,” New York Times (February 12, 2005)

What better way to discourage abortion than to encourage and facilitate humane family planning.

—Editorial, New York Times (April 2, 1993)

Frankly, I adore your catchy slogan, “Adoption, not Abortion,” although no one has been able to figure out, even with expert counseling, how to use adoption as a method of birth control.

—Barbara Ehrenreich, The Worst Years of Our Lives (1991)

Democrats do not support coerced childbirth.

—Don Hazen, “Power Play,” AlterNet (January 7, 2005)

Being pro-choice is an expression of our deepest-held moral values.

—George A. Hill and Nancy Mosher, “Pro-choice supporters not ceding anything,” Maine Today (January 25, 2005)

History teaches that abortions do not stop because they are made illegal.

—Edward M. Kennedy, in his address to the National Press Club, “A Democratic Blueprint for America’s Future” (January 12, 2005)

If men could get pregnant, abortion would be a sacrament.

—Florynce Kennedy, quoted in “The Verbal Karate of Florynce R. Kennedy, Esq.” Ms. magazine (March 1973)

The Republicans want to criminalize the right of women to choose, take us back to the days of back alleys, gag doctors and deny families the right to plan and be aware of their choices. We Democrats want to protect the constitutional right of privacy.

—John Kerry, in his keynote address to the Massachusetts Democratic Issues Convention (June 7, 2003)

Women soldiers who are raped … and who subsequently get pregnant presently cannot end their pregnancies in a military hospital, because abortions are not permitted there.

—George Lakoff, Don’t Think Like an Elephant (2004)

Pro-choice people understand that there are two lives involved in an abortion—one born (the pregnant woman) and one not (the fetus)—but that the born person must be allowed to decide what is right.

—Anne Lamott, “The Rights of the Born,” Los Angeles Times (February 10, 2006)

The principles that underlie a pro-choice position are the principles of dignity and privacy for women. Abortion rights and reproductive freedom and choice need to be seen in the larger context of individual liberties, of women determining the course of their lives and having control over their lives.

—Kate Michelman, appearing with Kate O’Beirne on NBC’s Meet the Press, (January 8, 2006)

Many “pro-lifers” are really pro-sperm. Basically, they insist that the sperm has an inalienable right to try to get to the egg.

—David Morris, “The Pro-Life Continuum,” AlterNet (December 19, 2005)

We will not return to the back-alley, wire-hanger abortions.

—Deborah Morse-Kahn, on states such as South Dakota who have criminalized abortion even in cases of rape or incest, “Another State’s Giant Step Backward for Women,” Minneapolis Star Tribune, (March 7, 2006)

No one is pro-abortion.

—Barack Obama, in his speech at Benedictine University (October 5, 2004)

The pro-life movement is really no longer the anti-abortion movement…. It has turned itself into the anti–birth control movement, the anti-sex movement, and, indeed, the anti-modern family movement.

—Cristina Page, How the Pro-Choice Movement Saved America (2006)

Until 1869, even the Catholic Church supported legalized abortion until quickening, at approximately nineteen weeks of pregnancy, which is when it considered the fetus was given a soul.

—Cristina Page, How the Pro-Choice Movement Saved America (2006)

The Bible doesn’t mention abortion even once…. That so many Christians are firmly persuaded that the Bible condemns abortion suggests that God’s politics tend to be the politics of the people who claim to speak for him.

—Katha Pollitt, “Jesus to the Rescue?” Nation (January 20, 2005)

I believe that in a contest between the living and the almost living, the latter must, if necessary, give way to the will of the former.

—Anna Quindlen, New York Times (March 13, 1991)

A woman is a person; a zygote or a fetus is not.

—Michael Schwalbe, “Reproductive Freedom 101,” Common Dreams (April 11, 2006)

The same groups who so forcefully denounce abortion have cheapened their claims to morality by actively opposing policies that might help poor, single mothers support their children…. They love children fiercely right up until the time they leave the womb.

—Cynthia Tucker, “Theocrats Losing Their Rigid Hold on Evangelical Christians,” Yahoo! News (December 22, 2006)

To conservatives, abortion isn’t so much about the welfare of fetuses as it is about the status of women and the nature of sex.

—Paul Waldman, “Why Rudy Giuliani Is Destined to Fall,” TomPaine.com (March 1, 2007)

If two-thirds of all women who seek abortions say they cannot afford a child, improving economic conditions by providing viable job opportunities for both men and women should greatly decrease the number of abortions. Raising the minimum wage is an abortion issue.

—Elizabeth Wardle, “Reflections from a Former Anti-Abortion Activist,” AlterNet (October 14, 2006)

Civil Liberties

Everything we stand for is under assault in this country, and not from some outside force. Our rights, liberties and economic security are threatened by the Republican Party as it operates today.

—Alec Baldwin, “We Cannot Fight Everyone,” Huffington Post (April 28, 2006)

This administration has shredded the Bill of Rights. We have people in cages for going on two years now—no papers, no visitors, no phone calls, no lawyers, no nothing.

—Phil Donahue, on the Bush administration, “Out in Left Field,” interviewed by Bruce Kluger in Time Out New York (November 24-30, 2005)

It’s too bad, really, that Americans don’t pledge allegiance to the Constitution—and don’t revere it as they do the Stars and Stripes. If they did, they’d see the folly in defending a rectangle of cloth at the expense of the parchment’s promises.

—Editorial, “Shielding the Flag, Shattering Liberty,” Minneapolis Star Tribune (June 22, 2006)

It makes no more sense to launch an assault on our civil liberties as the best way to get at terrorists than it did to launch an invasion of Iraq as the best way to get at Osama bin Laden.

—Al Gore, quoted in “Gore Urges Repeal of Patriot Act,” Los Angeles Times (November 10, 2003)

Surely the right to die in a manner and at a time one’s own choosing is the ultimate civil liberty.

—Derek Humphry, quoted in “The Other Pro-Choice Movement,” Common Dreams (January 21, 2006)

I believe in the Bill of Rights the way some folks believe in the Bible.

—Molly Ivins, quoted in “Molly Ivins, In Memoriam,” Progressive (February 1, 2007)

Civil rights and civil liberties are in grave danger…. Preserving them will mean having to fight against some of our fellow citizens. We can fight with nonviolent methods, but there has to be a fight.

—Margaret Kimberley, “Civil War in America,” Black Commentator (March 16, 2006)

Our freedoms are guaranteed only as long as ordinary, everyday people are willing to claim them—indeed, to insist on them.

—Patricia J. Princehouse, “Science and the First Amendment,” Nation (May 16, 2006)

With the exception of a few stalwarts, such as the ACLU, we have witnessed the sorry spectacle of most civil libertarians remaining silent or actively supporting the most sweeping and ill-considered assault on civil liberties since the roundup of Japanese Americans during World War II.

—Robert Scheer, regarding post–September 11 hysteria, “Liberty Is Dying, Liberal by Liberal,” Nation (November 20, 2001)

The main building block of a democratic society is that everyone is equal before the law, innocent until proved otherwise, and has the right to legal representation. If the guilt of the prisoners in Guantanamo Bay is beyond doubt, why are the Americans afraid to bring them to trial?

—Archbishop John Sentamu, quoted in “The Americans Are Breaking International Law … It Is a Society Heading Towards Animal Farm,” Independent (UK) (February 16, 2006)

The real threat to our nation currently comes from within, when we begin taking away the very civil rights and civil liberty protections that made us great.

—Hilary Shelton, quoted in “Kucinich Leads Move in Congress to Curb Controversial Patriot Act,” Cleveland Plain Dealer (September 25, 2003)

There is a long and unfortunate history of cooperation between government security agencies and powerful corporations to deprive individuals of their privacy and other civil liberties.

—Jay Stanley, The Surveillance-Industrial Complex, American Civil Liberties Union (August 2004)

There is one tiny corner of Cuba … where innocent people are held without charge for years, beyond international law, human decency and the mythical glow of Lady Liberty’s torch. It is a place where torture is common, beating is ritual and humiliation is routine. They call it Guantanamo Bay.

—Gary Younge, “A Fantasy of Freedom,” Guardian (UK) (January 24, 2005)

Dignity

An employee’s dignity is violated when she isn’t paid a living wage, when her right to bargain collectively is not recognized, when she is forced to work overtime against her will, and when she is forced to work in unsafe conditions.

—Robert Hinkley, quoted in “A Corporate Lawyer Speaks Out,” Common Dreams (March 22, 2002)

Here is the real political story, the one most politicians won’t even acknowledge: the reality of the anonymous, disquieting daily struggle of ordinary people … searching for dignity and fairness against long odds in a cruel market world.

—Bill Moyers, “For America’s Sake,” Nation (January 22, 2007)

People want politicians to STAND FOR THE PEOPLE, not grovel beneath the corporations.

—Ralph Nader, “Democrats Finally Wake Up to Need for Minimum Wage Hike,” Common Dreams (June 24, 2006)

Our values ground us in respect for the inherent worth and dignity of every person, and our experience tells us that our diversity is to be celebrated rather than feared.

—Rev. William G. Sinkford, “Family Values for Diverse Families,” UU World (December 6, 2005)

Our economic and political systems place more value in the accumulation of wealth than in the dignity of people.

—David Taylor, quoted in “Globalization’s Diverse Foes,” Washington Post (September 5, 2001)

I believe that women, and men, cannot live in dignity and equality if they cannot render for themselves their most intimate family decisions.

—Rev. Carlton W. Veazey, “On the Brink of Theocracy,” Center for American Progress (May 6, 2005)

Free Speech

If we don’t believe in freedom of expression for people we despise, we don’t believe in it at all.

—Noam Chomsky, Guardian (UK) (November 23, 1992)

When liberals disagree with me, they send in long, logical e-mails explaining all my errors. I hardly ever get well-reasoned articles from the right. People just tell me to shut up.

—Roger Ebert, in an interview with Matthew Rothschild, Progressive (August 2003)

The best remedy for free speech to which you object is not squelching that speech, but countering it with speech that upholds your point of view.

—Editorial, “The Reagans’ Controversy—Must Not See TV?” Philadelphia Inquirer (November 9, 2003)

So it has come down to this: You are at liberty to exercise your First Amendment right to assemble and to protest, so long as you do so from behind chain-link fences and razor wire, or miles from the audience you seek to address.

—Dahlia Lithwick, regarding so-called “free-speech zones” at political conventions, “Muzzling Free Speech,” Minneapolis Star Tribune (August 16, 2004)

What’s the point of free speech if we’re always afraid to speak freely?

—Anna Quindlen, in her commencement address at Colby College (May 28, 2006)

A chill wind is blowing in this nation…. Every day, the air waves are filled with warnings, veiled and unveiled threats, spewed invective, and hatred directed at any voice of dissent.

—Tim Robbins, in his speech to the National Press Club, Common Dreams (April 16, 2003)

Free speech is the whole thing, the whole ball game. Free speech is life itself.

—Salman Rushdie, interview in Guardian (UK) (November 8, 1990)

The right to offend is far more important than any right not to be offended.

—Andrew Sullivan, quoted in “Aphorisms 2006,” Yahoo! News (December 25, 2005)

Freedom

Liberty is always unfinished business.

—American Civil Liberties Union, annual report (1955–56)

Each generation must recreate liberty for its own times. Whether or not we establish freedom rests with ourselves.

—Florence Ellinwood Allen, This Constitution of Ours (1940)

Control of our own lives and destinies is what freedom is about, what democracy is about, and at a very fundamental level, what life itself is about.

—Caroline Arnold, “Status and Syntax: Who Controls? Who’s Controlled?” Common Dreams (November 13, 2005)

Freedom is perhaps the most resonant, deeply held American value.

—Robert Bellah, et al., Habits of the Heart (1985)

Freedom for the wolves means death for the sheep.

—Isaiah Berlin, quoted in “Lib Dems Oppose Civil Service BNP Ban,” Guardian (UK) (September 20, 2004)

I call that mind free, which jealously guards its intellectual rights and powers, which calls no man master, which does not content itself with a passive or hereditary faith, which opens itself to light whensoever it may come.

—William Ellery Channing, in his sermon entitled “Spiritual Freedom” (1830)

So long as man remains free he strives for nothing so incessantly and so painfully as to find someone to worship.

—Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1879–1880)

The cost of liberty is less than the price of repression.

—W. E. B. Du Bois, John Brown (1909)

We do love our freedom, and we will fight to keep it. We will fight to defeat the terrorists who threaten the safety and security of our families and loved ones. And we will fight to protect the rights of law-abiding Americans against intrusive government power.

—Russ Feingold, “On the President’s Warrantless Wiretapping Program,” Common Dreams (February 8, 2006)

The history of liberty has largely been the history of the observance of procedural safeguards.

—Felix Frankfurter, McNabb v. United States (1943)

They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

—Benjamin Franklin, in his speech to the Pennsylvania Assembly (November 11, 1755)

Freedom, the ability to preserve one’s integrity against power, is the basic condition for morality.

—Erich Fromm, Man for Himself (1947)

Nothing so denies a person liberty as the total absence of money.

—John Kenneth Galbraith, quoted in “John Kenneth Galbraith Interview,” Progressive (October 2000)

The emancipation of belief is the most formidable of the tasks of reform, the one on which all else depends.

—John Kenneth Galbraith, quoted in “J. K. Galbraith’s Towering Spirit,” Washington Post (May 3, 2006)

Freedom includes the freedom to marry whomever you choose and to make decisions about reproduction.

—Ellen Goodman, “Amen, Dubya,” Working For Change (January 26, 2005)

The government has no claim on the time and life of anyone, except the people who volunteer for military service … and convicted criminals.

—Father Andrew Greeley, “Moral Health Tip to America: Stay out of the Draft,” Chicago Sun-Times (December 1, 2006)

Libertarians argue that the state … is the greatest threat to individual freedom…. Liberals counterclaim that the libertarian critique ignores the reality of other organized forms of power—such as corporations, private militias, and intractably racist state governments.

—Ryan Grim, “Liberalism’s Brain on Drugs,” In These Times (October 31, 2005)

Keep fighting for freedom and justice, beloveds, but don’t forget to have fun doin’ it…. Rejoice in all the oddities that freedom can produce.

—Molly Ivins, quoted in “Molly Ivins’s Joyful Outrage,” Washington Post (February 2, 2007)

One’s right to life, liberty, and property, to free speech, a free press, freedom of worship and assembly, and other fundamental rights may not be submitted to vote; they depend on the outcome of no elections.

—Robert Jackson, West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, quoted in “Strong First Amendment Tradition Relies Upon Those Willing to Fight,” Casper Star-Tribune (February 28, 2000)

Freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom of person under the protection of the habeas corpus, and trial by juries impartially selected. These principles form the bright constellation which has gone before us.

—Thomas Jefferson, inaugural address, Washington, D.C. (March 4, 1801)

If a nation expects to be ignorant and free … it expects what never was and never will be.

—Thomas Jefferson, letter to Charles Yancey (January 6, 1816)

The most disturbing threat to freedom of assembly isn’t from the ways in which police officers restrict movement in public space, but from the disappearance of public space itself…. Today the space that is most public is privatized: the shopping mall.

—Robert Jensen, “Amendment I: Freedom of Assembly,” Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star (December 5, 2005)

Freedom lies beyond conformity or rebellion.

—Sam Keen, To a Dancing God (1970)

Freedom is like taking a bath: you got to keep doing it every day.

—Florynce Kennedy, quoted in “Laughing All the Way to the Polls,” Bitch magazine (January 5, 2006)

Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it.

—Learned Hand, in a speech in Central Park, New York City (May 21, 1944)

Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!

—Patrick Henry, in a speech to the Virginia Convention (March 23, 1775)

Expansions of voting rights, civil rights, education, public health, scientific knowledge, and protections from fear and want … These were the ideals of freedom that I grew up with. They are now all under threat, not by guns or bombs, but an under-the-radar redefinition of freedom and liberty to suit right-wing ideology.

—George Lakoff, “Understanding the Meaning of Freedom,” Boston Globe (July 4, 2006)

The function of freedom is to free someone else.

—Toni Morrison, quoted in Bird by Bird (1994)

We cannot defend freedom abroad by deserting it at home.

—Edward R. Murrow, quoted in “I Am a Liberal. There, I Said It!” Huffington Post (March 13, 2006)

We fight for liberty by having more liberty, not less.

—Keith Olbermann, MSNBC’s Countdown (November 30, 2006)

If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want to hear.

—George Orwell, Animal Farm (1945)

The conscious mind is like a monkey riding a tiger of subconscious decisions and actions in progress, frantically making up stories about being in control.

—Dennis Overbye, “Free Will: Now You Have It, Now You Don’t,” New York Times (January 2, 2007)

Liberty requires opportunity to make a living—a living decent according to the standard of the time, a living which gives a man not only enough to live by, but something to live for.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, quoted in The Wit and Wisdom of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Government and Democracy (1982)

We look forward to a world founded upon four essential freedoms [freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, freedom from fear].

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, in a speech (January 6, 1941)

To renounce liberty is to renounce being a man.

—Rousseau, The Social Contract (1762)

The human person has a right to religious freedom … immune from coercion from individuals or of social groups and of any human power, in such ways that no one is to be forced to act in a manner contrary to his own beliefs.

—Second Vatican Council, Declaration on Religious Freedom (December 7, 1965)

There is reason why those seeking control and power consider true education and knowledge the enemy, for free thought … invariably leads to questioning of authority, to dissent, protest and debate of myths, beliefs, and propaganda.

—Manuel Valenzuela, “The Poisoning of the Well,” Information Clearing House (January 19, 2006)

Homeland Security

In the era when the federal government sees “homeland security” as a slogan rather than a responsibility, allowing the nation’s working waterfronts to be run by private firms just doesn’t work.

—John Nichols, “Corporate Control of Ports Is the Problem,” Nation (February 21, 2006)

Welcome to the American Gestapo. Be careful what you say and do. They are watching and they will be watching from now on.

—Doug Thompson, “Welcome to the American Gestapo,” Capitol Hill Blue (November 20, 2002)

If you’re reading this on the Internet, the FBI may be spying on you at this very moment.

—Nick Turse, “Bringing It All Back Home,” TomDispatch.com (January 29, 2005)

Human Rights

America did not invent human rights. In a very real sense … human rights invented America.

—Jimmy Carter, in his farewell address (January 14, 1981)

The CIA is holding an unknown number of prisoners in secret detention centers abroad. In violation of the Geneva Conventions, it has refused to register those detainees with the International Red Cross or to allow visits by its inspectors. Its prisoners have “disappeared,” like the victims of some dictatorships.

—Editorial, “Vice President for Torture,” Washington Post (October 26, 2005)

How can we claim to promote human rights around the world when we are attacking basic rights at home?

—Matt Foreman, in a news release, “Bush Administration’s Orwellian Logic,” National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (June 25, 2003)

We once stood for something good in this world…. We once upheld the Geneva Conventions.

—Joseph L. Galloway, “We’ve Sunk to Bin Laden’s Level,” Miami Herald (September 23, 2006)

We stand for the rights of property, but we stand even more for the rights of man.

—Theodore Roosevelt, quoted in “Is Wal-Mart a Person?” BuzzFlash (January 28, 2005)

Human rights is not a religious idea. It is a secular idea, the product of the last four centuries of Western history…. The basic human rights documents—the American Declaration of Independence and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man—were written by political, not religious, leaders.

—Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., in his 1989 speech at Brown University, quoted in 2000 Years of Disbelief (1996)

Progressive multiculturalism is about respecting and celebrating difference, but … human rights are universal and indivisible.

—Peter Tatchell, “Why Has the Left Gone Soft on Human Rights?” Independent (UK) (March 22, 2007)

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in the spirit of brotherhood.

—Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations, Article 1 (December 10, 1948)

Police State

Your policies in Iraq are reprehensible.

—Steve Howards, to Dick Cheney. Howards was taking his eight-year-old son for a walk. The Secret Service arrested him for “assaulting” the vice president. Quoted in “Criticizing Cheney to His Face Is Assault?” Progressive (October 4, 2006)

Is America becoming what it most fears: a big brother state ruled by dictator, where no one is protected from eavesdropping by the secret police, and everything is permitted in defense of the homeland, including torture?

—Philip James, “The American Nightmare,” Guardian (UK) (December 22, 2005)

The most common characteristics of all police states is intimidation by surveillance. Citizens know they are being watched and overheard. Their mail is being examined. Their homes can be invaded.

—Vance Packard, The People Shapers (1977)

The Republican majority is using its power to expand, not contract, the role of the government, replacing the welfare state with a far more costly and intrusive police state.

—James Ridgeway, “Attention, Small-D Democrats: The Party’s Over,” Village Voice (November 12, 2002)

Wal-Mart Turns in Student’s Anti-Bush Photo, Secret Service Investigates Him

—Matthew Rothschild, article headline (October 4, 2005). The photo was for a homework assignment asking students to take photographs to illustrate their rights in the Bill of Rights.”

I am going to tell you how we are not going to fight communism. We are not going to transform our fine FBI into a Gestapo secret police…. We are not going to turn the United States into a right-wing totalitarian country in order to deal with a left-wing totalitarian threat.

—Harry Truman, in a 1950 speech, quoted in “Excerpt: How Would a Patriot Act?” AlterNet (May 11, 2006)

America is undergoing its greatest metamorphosis. It has been severed from its constitutional moorings and is drifting towards a police state.

—Mike Whitney, “Drifting Towards a Police State,” OpEdNews (November 3, 2005)

Privacy

The right to be let alone—the most comprehensive of rights and the most valued by civilized men.

—Louis D. Brandeis, Olmstead v. United States (1928)

If the right of privacy means anything, it is the right of the individual, married or single, to be free from unwarranted governmental intrusion into matters so fundamentally affecting a person as the decision whether to bear or beget a child.

—William J. Brennan, Jr., Eisenstadt v. Baird (1972)

Even people in public life are entitled to some zone of privacy.

—Bill Clinton, when he was the governor of Arkansas, interviewed on “ABC This Week” (August 18, 1991)

Big Brother in the form of an increasingly powerful government and in an increasingly powerful private sector will pile the records high with reasons why privacy should give way to national security, to law and order, to efficiency of operations, to scientific advancement, and the like.

—William O. Douglas, Points of Rebellion (1969)

We are rapidly entering the age of no privacy, where everyone is open to surveillance at all times; where there are no secrets from government.

—William O. Douglas, Osborn v. United States (1966)

Other than telling us how to live, think, marry, pray, vote, invest, educate our children, and, now, die, I think the Republicans have done a fine job of getting government out of our personal lives.

—Editorial page, Portland Oregonian (June 19, 2005)

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated.

—Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (1791)

Let all men know thee, but no man know thee thoroughly.

—Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richard’s Almanack (May 1738)

All violations of essential privacy are brutalizing.

—Katherine Fullerton Gerould, Modes and Morals (1920)

More than ever before, the details about our lives are no longer our own. They belong to the companies that collect them and the government agencies that buy or demand them.

—Robert Harrow, quoted in “HP and The Privacy Erosion,” Common Dreams (September 30, 2006)

Political bodies have no business making medical decisions.

—Molly Ivins, “Fatuous Politicians Have No Business Here,” Daily Camera (March 23, 2005)

Every man should know that his conversations, his correspondence, and his personal life are private.

—Lyndon B. Johnson, Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson (1967)

Part of the genius of the American way is its preservation of a personal sphere where government’s writ cannot reach.

—Kate Michelman, “Alito’s Fantasy World,” Boston Globe (January 9, 2006)

Politicians at all levels of government show an increasing willingness to invade the most sacred areas of private life—from decisions about the beginning and end of life to the books we check out of the library.

—Kate Michelman, “This Time, Alito, It’s Personal,” Los Angeles Times (November 13, 2005)

I oppose outing. I don’t believe any gay man or lesbian, no matter how prominent, should be forced to retire privacy for the good of the cause, although I believe that openness does the cause good.

—Anna Quindlen, Thinking Out Loud (1993)

[Privacy is] a primal demand for a personal sense of control in the face of intrusive government, intrusive medicine, and intrusive strangers who think holding a crucifix like a blunt instrument makes them righteous when it really only makes them sanctimonious.

—Anna Quindlen on the Terry Schiavo Case, “The Culture of Each Life,” Newsweek (April 4, 2005)

Civilization is the progress toward a society of privacy. The savage’s whole existence is public, ruled by the laws of his tribe. Civilization is the process of setting man free from men.

—Ayn Rand, The Fountainhead (1943)

Sifting through the lives of hundreds of millions of people is an inefficient, highly unreliable means of discovering a one-in-a-billion terrorist.

—Jay Stanley, The Surveillance-Industrial Complex, American Civil Liberties Union (August 2004)

The state has no business in the bedrooms of the nation.

—Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Globe & Mail (Toronto) (December 22, 1967)

Privacy is dying in America—not with a fight but a yawn.

—Jonathan Turley, “Americans Let Right of Privacy Slip Away,” Albany Times Union (July 2, 2006)

Reproductive Rights

The pharmacists who want “freedom of conscience” to refuse to fill legal prescriptions for women seeking contraceptive devices are no different from the diner owners who wanted “freedom of conscience” not to serve blacks.

—Jon Carrol, San Francisco Chronicle (April 25, 2005)

Free societies allow their citizens to make their own reproductive decisions; repressive ones restrict them.

—Steven Conn, “In Struggle for Women’s Freedom, Which Side Is U.S. On?” St. Paul Pioneer Press (June 23, 2006)

No one should tell a woman she has to bear an unwanted child.

—Walter Cronkite, quoted in Newsweek (December 5, 1988)

The stealth anti-choice strategy pursued by the Bush Administration has been premised on the expectation that a gradual whittling away of women’s reproductive rights will have little political consequence.

—Editorial, “Post-Feminism, R.I.P.,” Nation (April 29, 2004)

Birth control frees women to forge their own paths by separating sex from procreation. This strikes fear into those who, underneath it all, oppose the increased social power women attain from expanded equality and justice.

—Gloria Feldt, “Core Issue Missing in Birth-Control War Reports,” Women’s eNews (June 28, 2006)

I’m against forced childbirth. I don’t think the state should be forcing women to give birth against their will.

—Joshua Holland, “Dempublicans and the Forced Childbirth Movement,” AlterNet (January 18, 2006)

Forced motherhood should not be the punishment for failed contraception or a contraceptive lapse, or for being human. Women are more than their wombs.

—Adele Horin, Sydney Morning Herald (August 7, 2004)

There is something vicious and violent about coercing a woman to carry to term an unwanted child, to force the unwanted on the unwilling, to use a woman’s body against her will and choice, is morally repugnant.

—Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs, “Defining ‘Moral Values’ for the Next Four Years,” Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (2004)

The preservation of life seems to be rather a slogan than a genuine goal of the anti-abortion forces; what they want is control. Control over behavior: control over women.

—Ursula K. Le Guin, in her address to the National Abortion Rights Action League (1982)

We seek to create a world where abortion is safe, legal, accessible, and rare.

—Letter to Religious Leaders, Religious Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice, and Healing (2005)

It is an obscenity—an all-male hierarchy, celibate or not, that presumes to rule on the lives and bodies of millions of women.

—Robin Morgan, on the Roman Catholic Church, Sisterhood Is Powerful (1970)

[A] woman’s right to practice birth control is under siege. Pharmacists and health care providers want the right to refuse to fill prescriptions for birth control pills and morning-after pills, and insurance companies don’t want to pay for them.

—Susan Reimer, on the 40th anniversary of the Griswold v. Connecticut Supreme Court decision, Baltimore Sun (June 14, 2005)

No woman can call herself free who does not own and control her own body.

—Margaret Sanger, Woman and the New Race (1920)

Men presume themselves fit to make decisions that have life-and-death consequences for millions of people—decisions about economic policy, agricultural policy, health policy, and war. Anti-abortion laws imply that women, in contrast to men, are not capable of making wise decisions in matters related to life and death.

—Michael Schwalbe, “Reproductive Freedom 101,” Common Dreams (April 11, 2006)

The simple truth is that a woman who cannot control her own reproduction has no more freedom than a slave.

—Sunsara Taylor, “Last Clinic Standing,” Truthdig (July 13, 2006)

Emergency contraception … is available over-the-counter in all fifty states, but women in the U.S. military cannot count on accessing the medication on military bases.

—Beccah Golubock Watson, “Democrats Shy Away from Emergency Contraception,” In These Times (June 14, 2007). A 2003 Defense Department survey found that almost a third of military women reported being the victim of rape or attempted rape during their time in the military.

Same-Sex Marriage

Two gay people getting married has nothing to do with marriage as an institution. It has to do with homophobes who are so insecure about their own marriages (or sexuality) that they have to obsess over others.

—Steve Almond, quoted in What Do We Do Now (2004)

Same-gender marriage harms no one, whereas prohibiting civil marriage for gays and lesbians harms these couples and their children.

—American Academy of Pediatrics, report quoted in “Decision on Gay Marriage Is Absurd,” Newsday (July 12, 2006)

Civil unions are a civil right.

—Bumper sticker

Same-sex families pose no threat to this country or to other couples. The threat to families is a proposed amendment, which would write discrimination into the Constitution for the first time ever.

—Gary Buseck, “Same-Sex Marriage Ban of ‘National Importance,’” San Francisco Chronicle (February 25, 2004)

To define the wish of homosexuals for equal access to marriage rites and rights as a mortal threat to the social order … is to put gay people themselves in an unprecedented position of jeopardy.

—James Carroll, “The Risks of Waging ‘Culture War,’” Boston Globe (March 9, 2004)

Gay marriage does nothing to threaten you or your marriage, but the anti-gay right-wing wants to make you feel that way in order to consolidate their power.

—Bob Cesca, “Bigotry in the Name of Jesus H. Christ,” Huffington Post (September 24, 2005)

The religious argument against same-sex marriage ignores a fundamental historical fact about marriage in the United States: It has always been a civil matter.

—George Chauncey, Why Marriage? (2004)

Bill Bennett: Look, it’s a debate about whether you think marriage is between a man and a woman.

Jon Stewart: I disagree. I think it’s a debate about whether you think gay people are part of the human condition or just a random fetish.

—Exchange on “The Daily Show,” quoted in “Jon Stewart’s Gandhian Struggle,” Common Dreams (January 8, 2007)

Marriage is a civil right that should be granted to gay and lesbian couples based on their commitment to one another and should have nothing to do with society’s outdated religious definitions.

—Hank Kalet, “Time to Redefine the Family,” South Brunswick Post (February 19, 2006)

Most people under forty think love-and-let-love is the right reaction to same sex marriage.

—Martin Kaplan, “Here Come the Culture War Games,” Huffington Post (June 4, 2006)

We cannot—and should not—require any religion or any church to accept gay marriage. But it is wrong for our civil laws to deny any American the basic right to be part of a family, to have loved ones with whom to build a future and share life’s joys and tears, and to be free from the stain of bigotry and discrimination.

—Edward M. Kennedy, in his address to the National Press Club, “A Democratic Blueprint for America’s Future” (January 12, 2005)

The same rhetoric that’s being used today against the gay community was used … against interracial couples … It is as shameful now as it was then.

—Gavin Newsom, quoted in “The Politics of Fear,” Rolling Stone (June 29, 2006)

Love and commitment are rare enough; it seems absurd to thwart them in any guise.

—Anna Quindlen, “Evan’s Two Moms,” New York Times (February 5, 1992)

Civil unions are a step in the right direction. But they almost always offer less than the full roster of rights that marriage entails—and they still stigmatize same-sex relationships as deserving only second-class recognition.

—Kenneth Roth, in a press release entitled “U.S.: Full Marriage Rights for Same-Sex Partners,” Human Rights Watch (September 4, 2003)

It is up to the individual and not the state to define the essence of the human experience when it comes to love and marriage.

—Robert Scheer, “Scandal’s Shame, Massachusetts’ Pride,” AlterNet (May 18, 2004)

What kind of values removes my ability to provide health care coverage for my family?

—Dan Sturgis, commenting on the Michigan same-sex marriage ban, “Where’s the Family in These Values?” Common Dreams (December 16, 2004)

How is the institution of marriage being “violated” when rights to marry between consenting adults are being extended rather than restricted?

—Pierre Tristam, “Piety’s Ruse: Invoking Sanctity to Label Different as Second Class,” Daytona Beach News-Journal (November 25, 2003)

Gay marriage doesn’t … contribute to the decline of heterosexual marriage. (We haven’t needed any help with that.)

—Cynthia Tucker, “Bush’s Strategy: Pander to Prejudice,” Baltimore Sun (February 2, 2004)

The Patriot Act

The Surveillance-Industrial Complex: How the American Government is Conscripting Businesses and Individuals in the Construction of a Surveillance Society

—American Civil Liberties Union, report title (August 9, 2005)

The Patriot Act has gone too far. Secret renditions should be stopped. Torture must be outlawed. Our military should not spy on our own people.

—Robert Byrd, remarks delivered on the U.S. Senate floor, “Securing America Without Destroying Liberties” (December 16, 2005)

Yesterday we heard reports that the military has spied on Americans simply because they exercised their right to peaceably assemble and to speak their minds. Today we hear that the military is tapping phone lines in our own country without the consent of a judge.

—Robert Byrd to the U.S. Senate, “Securing America Without Destroying Liberties” (December 16, 2005)

Instead of cherishing our role as the great champion of human rights, we now find civil liberties and personal privacy grossly violated under some extreme provisions of the Patriot Act.

—Jimmy Carter, “This Isn’t the Real America,” Los Angeles Times (November 14, 2005)

In America today, Big Brother is watching.

—Editorial, “Big Brother Is Watching,” Oakland Tribune (December 27, 2005)

Whatever their politics, Americans today should be appalled that law enforcement agencies are … creating files on people simply for expressing their views. Such spying on citizens can only undermine our democracy, not strengthen it.

—Editorial, “Spying on Citizens,” Florida Today (March 23, 2005)

Chances are that your employer has already been monitoring you—not for ties to terrorist organizations, but for signs of insubordination, drug use, mental illness, or any other symptom of a “bad attitude.”

—Barbara Ehrenreich, “Snooping Bosses,” Progressive (February 2006)

The Patriot Act gives the FBI the power to collect information on people who are not suspected of committing a crime.

—Ivan Eland, “Surveillance Society,” Consortium News (November 9, 2005)

I can’t imagine a more shocking example of an abuse of power, to eavesdrop on American citizens without first getting a court order based on some evidence that they are possibly criminals, terrorists, or spies.

—Russ Feingold, “Remarks on Ending Debate on Reauthorization of the USA Patriot Act,” Common Dreams (December 16, 2005)

There is no doubt that if we lived in a police state, it would be easier to catch terrorists…. But that probably would not be a country in which we would want to live.

—Russ Feingold, in a statement on the Senate floor opposing the Patriot Act (October 25, 2001). Feingold was the only senator to vote against the act.

This administration reacts to anyone who questions this illegal [wiretapping] program by saying that those of us who demand the truth and stand up for our rights and freedoms have a pre-9/11 view of the world. In fact, the President has a pre-1776 view of the world.

—Russ Feingold, “On the President’s Warrantless Wiretapping Program,” Common Dreams (February 8, 2006)

It’s scary to think that it may just be a matter of time before Googling will invite an FBI agent to tap your phone or interrogate you.

—Katie Hafner, “After Subpoenas, Internet Searches Give Some Pause,” New York Times (January 25, 2006)

We have gone from being lied to about the war to being spied on for protesting the war.

—Rev. Jesse Jackson, interviewed by Amy Goodman, “Jesse Jackson on Samuel Alito, Domestic Spying and Poverty in America,” Democracy Now! radio (January 9, 2006)

Spying on citizens for merely executing their constitutional rights of free speech and peaceful assembly is chilling and marks a troubling trend for the United States…. If the government has avowed pacifists under surveillance, then no one is safe.

—Joyce Miller, Assistant General Secretary for Justice and Human Rights, “The AFSC Sues the U.S. Defense Department for Unlawful Surveillance,” American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) news release (June 14, 2006)

Almost four hundred communities across the United States and seven states … have passed resolutions condemning the assaults on civil liberties and the rule of law contained in the Patriot Act.

—John Nichols, “Feingold to Fight Patriot Act Reauthorization,” Nation (December 10, 2005)

Domestic spying attracts folks that suffer from a kind of obsessive compulsive disorder. Once they begin collecting information on fellow citizens, they can’t stop themselves.

—Stephen Pizzo, “Spying and Torture: Don’t Go There,” News for Real (December 20, 2005)

Big brother isn’t coming—he’s already here.

—Protest sign

Why has a legitimate effort to identify suicide bombers metastasized into the massive surveillance of protest politics?

—Christopher Pyle, “Checking Big Brother,” American Prospect (January 20, 2006)

In American work places, bosses routinely snoop into underlings’ personal e-mails and monitor our web-surfing practices. How did it come about that so many Americans have grown to accept such demeaning intrusions into our privacy?

—Phil Rockstroh, “To Hell with Centrism,” Thomas Paine’s Corner (November 15, 2006)

Word to the wise: If you’re a peace activist, the government may be watching you and reading your e-mails.

—Matthew Rothschild, “Peace Activists Beware: Homeland Security May Be Reading Your E-Mail, and Passing it on to the Pentagon,” Progressive (October 13, 2006)

The Patriot Act mandates that companies transform themselves into surrogate agents for the government.

—Jay Stanley, The Surveillance-Industrial Complex, American Civil Liberties Union (August 2004)

Some legal questions are hard. This one is not. The President’s authorizing of NSA to spy on Americans is blatantly unlawful.

—Geoffrey Stone, University of Chicago law professor quoted in editorial entitled “King George,” Progressive (January 31, 2006)

It’s one of the basics of librarianship, to respect privacy, to understand that what people read isn’t necessarily what they believe, and to give them the ability to come in and find information without any chilling effect.

—Gail Weymouth, of the Vermont Library Association on the encroachments of the Patriot Act, quoted in “Defender of the Free Word,” Mother Jones (January/February 2004)

[George] Orwell’s fear was government monitoring, but the real danger today is corporate monitoring: companies using technology to keep track of everything about you.

—Dave Wilson, “Corporate Monitoring Is a Growing Privacy Woe,” Los Angeles Times (July 12, 2001)


THE CONSERVATIVE IMPULSE



Absolutes

Absolutism means never having to say you’re sorry.

—Rosa Brooks, “The Dark Side of Faith,” Los Angeles Times (October 1, 2005)

There is no absolute knowledge. And those who claim it, whether they are scientists or dogmatists, open the door to tragedy. All information is imperfect. We have to treat it with humility.

—Jacob Bronowski, The Ascent of Man (1973)

Long before cultural relativism appeared, tribes were killing each other in the cheerful, absolute certainty that their god or gods wanted them to massacre their neighbors. That’s the reality of those “moral absolutes” right-wingers proclaim as the grounding of decent behavior.

—John Dolan, “Why Did We Let Bush Try to Bring Wal-Mart to Iraq?” AlterNet (September 16, 2006)

In the United States … reason is on the defensive as we head backward toward creationism and religious absolutism … Never before has an American chief executive worked deliberately to foment a fundamentalist absolutism that is ultimately tribal, theocratic, antiscientific, and incompatible with pluralist democracy.

—Robert Kuttner, “An Attack on American Tolerance,” Boston Globe (November 17, 2004)

Thuggish absolutism explains why America has become a dark and ominous place.

—Dennis Loy Johnson, What Do We Do Now (2004)

Religion is so frequently a source of confusion in political life, and so frequently dangerous to democracy, precisely because it introduces absolutes into the realm of relative values.

—Reinhold Niebuhr, quoted in “Forgetting Reinhold Niebuhr,” New York Times (September 18, 2005)

The Bill of Rights decoupled religion from the state, in part because so many religions were steeped in an absolutist frame of mind—each convinced that it alone had a monopoly on the truth and therefore eager for the state to impose this truth on others.

—Carl Sagan, The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a Candle in the Dark (1995)

Liberalism regards all absolutes with profound skepticism, including both moral imperatives and final solutions.

—Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Crisis of Confidence (1969)

Religion is absolutism, and absolutism goes to war with anything it abuts. Turn on the Christian television—cable is full of it—and listen to them denounce “humanistic relativism.” What is relativism? It is moderation, it is accommodation, it is the rule of reason.

—Nicholas von Hoffman, “Democrats Should Oppose Empowering the Pious,” New York Observer (December 1, 2004)

People escape into absolutism the way they retreated into fallout shelters during the Cold War.

—Lauren Sandler, Righteous (2006)

If believers feel that their faith is trivialized and their true selves compromised by a society that will not give religious imperatives special weight, their problem is not that secularists are antidemocratic but that democracy is anti-absolutist.

—Ellen Willis, “Freedom from Religion,” Nation (February 1, 2001)

Fundamentalists deal with absolutes. Their eternal certainties make them formidable campaigners and awful negotiators—it is difficult to cut a bargain with divine truth.

—Gary Younge, “God Help America: U.S. Law Insists on the Separation of Church and State. So Why Does Religion Now Govern?” Guardian (UK) (August 25, 2003)

Arrogance

How can we humans imagine that we are the crowning achievement of an Intelligent Designer?

—Caroline Arnold, “Pros and Cons, and Our National Agenda,” Common Dreams (October 7, 2005)

There is a sense that tells us it’s wrong to presume to speak for God or to claim God’s sanction of our particular legislation and his rejection of all other positions. Most of us are offended when we see religion being trivialized by its appearance in political throw-away pamphlets.

—Mario Cuomo, in his speech at the University of Notre Dame (September 13, 1984)

One of the central features of what I call a phallic stance is the denial of weakness—the repudiation of dependency and the need for collaboration in all its forms…. Instead of this kind of behavior being pigheaded arrogance, it’s framed as manly resoluteness.

—Stephen J. Ducat, quoted in “The Wimp Factor,” AlterNet (October 29, 2004)

We don’t want to force you to have an abortion or to marry someone of the same gender, whereas you do want to close out those possibilities for us. Which is more arrogant?

—Michael Kinsley, “Am I Blue? I Apologize for Everything I believe In. May I Go Now?” Los Angeles Times (November 7, 2004)

The most unattractive trait of the American empire is American arrogance, which the president embodies…. It is not simply that we have a good system. It is the system everyone else should have. It is the best system, and we are the best people.

—Anna Quindlen, “We’ve Been Here Before,” Newsweek (October 31, 2005)

We have judges who talk about the framers as though they played squash with them regularly: It reminds you of the proprietary, slightly arrogant way in which born-again Christians talk about God. They know Him; you don’t.

—Anna Quindlen, “Justice and Mercy,” New York Times (July 29, 1990)

I guess when you believe you’re driving God’s car, and when you believe He’s giving you global positioning, and when you believe He’s right there in the back seat blurting out directions, you don’t care so much if you run people over in the process.

—Matthew Rothschild, “Bush’s Press Conference Betrays Callousness,” Progressive (January 29, 2005)

There is no greater human presumption than to read the mind of the Almighty, and no more dangerous individual than the one who has convinced himself that he is executing the Almighty’s will.

—Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., “Forgetting Reinhold Niebuhr,” New York Times (September 18, 2005)

When people in the name of religion claim to have sole possession of truth, they have crossed the line from faith to arrogance.

—Paul Simon, P.S.: The Autobiography of Paul Simon (1999)

There were unconfirmed reports yesterday that the United States is not the center of the world.

—Norman Solomon, “Is the USA the Center of the World?” AlterNet (December 13, 2006)

If God is ultimately unknowable, then how can we be so certain of what God’s real position is on, say, the fate of Terri Schiavo? Or the morality of contraception? Or the role of women? Or the love of a gay couple?

—Andrew Sullivan, “My Problem with Christianism,” Time (May 15, 2006)

A troubling arrogance is in the air among the nation’s most fortunate.

—Jim Webb, “Class Struggle,” Wall Street Journal (November 15, 2006)

Our leaders have taken it for granted, and planted that belief in the minds of many people, that we are entitled, because of our moral superiority, to dominate the world.

—Howard Zinn, “America’s Blinders,” Progressive (April 2006)

Authoritarianism

Authoritarianism … constitutes the prevailing thinking and behavior among conservatives.

—John Dean, Conservatives Without a Conscience (2006)

It makes no sense to fight religious authoritarianism abroad while letting it take over at home.

—Michelle Goldberg, “Saving Secular Society,” In These Times (May 16, 2006)

Women’s liberation, if it abolishes the patriarchal family, will abolish a necessary substructure of the authoritarian state.

—Germaine Greer, The Female Eunuch (1970)

In child rearing it would unquestionably be easier if a child were to do something because we say so. The authoritarian method does expedite things, but it does not produce independent functioning. If a child … merely conforms out of coercion or conditioning, he has no tools to use, no resources to apply in the next situation that confronts him.

—Elaine Heffner, Mothering (1978)

America today is in danger. It faces the threat by a radical, authoritarian right wing that refers to itself as “conservative,” as if it were preserving and promoting American values. In fact, it has been trampling on them.

—George Lakoff, Thinking Points: Communicating Our Values and Vision (2006)

However sugarcoated and ambiguous, every form of authoritarianism must start with a belief in some group’s greater right to power, whether that right is justified by sex, race, class, religion or all four.

—Gloria Steinem, Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions (1983)

Certainty

People want certainty. The right offers it. The left doesn’t. And we can’t. Certainty isn’t part of our package.

—Rev. Clare Butterfield, “Religious Left Needn’t Be Ashamed to Speak Up,” Chicago Sun-Times (November 24, 2004)

After 9/11, good old moral certainty was back—or so it seemed. Conservatives could once again insist that there was only one moral code in our world, as eternally true as 2 + 2 = 4.

—Ira Chernus, “Voting Their Fears,” ProgressiveTrail.org (December 15, 2004)

People who live by religious certainties don’t have to waste time with recalcitrant facts or moral doubts.

—Maureen Dowd, “Casualties of Faith,” New York Times (October 12, 2004)

Certainty is the narcotic of the right wing.

—Rev. Howard Gordon, quoted in “I Want My Faith Back,” Arkansas Times (December 23, 2004)

The spirit of liberty is the spirit which is not too sure that it is right.

—Learned Hand, in a speech in Central Park, New York City (May 21, 1944)

It’s one thing to be certain. But you can be certain and wrong…. Certainty sometimes can get you in trouble.

—John Kerry, in his first presidential debate with George W. Bush, Coral Gables, Florida (September 30, 2004)

Changing one’s mind is not a sin. Indeed, it is a way of saying that I’m wiser today than I was yesterday.

—George McGovern, The Essential America: Our Founders and the Liberal Tradition (2004)

Men insist most vehemently upon their certainties when their hold on them has been shaken. Frantic orthodoxy is a method for obscuring doubt.

—Reinhold Niebuhr, Does Civilization Need Religion? (1927)

Conformity

Has there ever been a society which has died of dissent? Several have died of conformity in our lifetime.

—Jacob Bronowski, Science and Human Values (1961)

The reward for conformity was that everyone liked you except yourself.

—Rita Mae Brown, Venus Envy (1993)

Whoso would be a man must be a nonconformist.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson, The Essay on Self-Reliance (1908)

Conformity is the jailer of freedom and the enemy of growth.

—John F. Kennedy, in his address to the U.N. General Assembly (September 25, 1961)

Orthodoxy means not thinking—not needing to think.

—George Orwell, 1984 (1949)

The voices of conformity speak so loudly out there. Don’t listen. People will tell you what you ought to think and how you ought to feel. They will tell you what to read and how to live. They will urge you to take jobs that they themselves loathe, and to follow safe paths that they themselves find tedious.

—Anna Quindlen, in a commencement address at Colby College (May 28, 2006)

As corporations grow larger and advertising grows more sophisticated, culture in general glides more than ever into groupthink.

—Anneli Rufus, Party of One (2003)

When you think of the long and gloomy history of man, you will find more hideous crimes have been committed in the name of obedience than have been committed in the name of rebellion.

—C. P. Snow, The Moral Un-Neutrality of Science (1961)

The hired preachers of all sects, creeds, and religions never do, and never can, teach any thing but what is in conformity with the opinions of those who pay them.

—Frances Wright, Course of Popular Lectures (1829)

Conservatism

What is it about conservative administrations that lead them into disgrace and indictment? Incompetence isn’t at the core of these scandals—ideology is.

—Robert L. Borosage, “Why Conservatives Can’t Govern,” TomPaine.com (March 19, 2007)

Who knew, in 2000, that “compassionate conservatism” meant bigger government, unrestricted government spending, government intrusion in personal matters, government ineptitude, and cronyism in disaster relief?

—Christopher Buckley, son of conservative icon William F. Buckley, “Let’s Quit While We’re Behind,” Washington Monthly (October 2006)

Conservatism clings to what has been established, fearing that, once we begin to question the beliefs we have inherited, all the values of life will be destroyed.

—Morris Raphael Cohen, The Faith of a Liberal (1946)

This is the real danger of conservatism—not so much its resistance to change, but its denial of even the possibility of change.

—Jane Fonda, “A Powerful Media Can Stop a War,” Women’s Media Center (January 16, 2007)

These are the days when men of all social disciplines and all political faiths seek the comfortable and the accepted; when the man of controversy is looked upon as a disturbing influence; when originality is taken to be a mark of instability; and when, in minor modification of the scriptural parable, the bland lead the bland.

—John Kenneth Galbraith, The Affluent Society (1958)

[Conservatism] is centrally dependent upon hatred of an Enemy, foreign or domestic—the Terrorist, the Immigrant, the Faggot, the Raghead, and most of all, the Liberal.

—Glen Greenwald, “Ann Coulter’s ‘Faggot’ Remark Smears Mitt Romney Too,” AlterNet (March 3, 2007)

Beginning with President Ronald Reagan in the 1980s, conservative governments have focused on reducing the obligations of the wealthy and increasing the burdens on the poor.

—Rev. Jesse Jackson, “Time to Push New Congress to Revive U.S.,” Chicago Sun-Times (January 2, 2007)

If you think government is part of the problem, you can’t govern well when there’s a crisis.

—Joe Klein, interviewed by Onnesha Roychoudhuri, “Faking It: How America Lost Politics,” AlterNet (May 2, 2006)

The political axis that currently controls Congress and the White House is an alliance between the preachers and the plutocrats—between the religious right, which hates gays, abortion, and the theory of evolution, and the economic right, which hates Social Security, Medicare, and taxes on rich people.

—Paul Krugman, “Things Fall Apart,” New York Times (October 2, 2006)

Why do I want to see movement conservatism crushed? Partly because the movement is fundamentally undemocratic; its leaders don’t accept the legitimacy of opposition.

—Paul Krugman, “The Great Revulsion,” New York Times (November 10, 2006)

The central political agenda of America’s conservative forces is to protect corporate power.

—Rabbi Michael Lerner, “Faith-Based Defunding of the Public Sector,” Tikkun (May/June 2001)

Orthodox religious thinking invariably subscribes to power relations and ideologies that society as a whole has rejected. Women must bow their heads to their husbands’ commands; homosexuals must transcend their unholy lust; children must submit to physical discipline.

—Carol Lloyd, “Two Nations under God,” Salon (January 26, 1999)

American conservatism [has become] the primary author of the very social disorder that it routinely rails against, and that Republicans have the gall to run against. The party of family values? Please.

—Harold Meyerson, regarding pro-business, anti-family policies making workers more economically insecure, “‘Family Values’ Chutzpah,” Washington Post (March 7, 2007)

American conservatism defends the right of corporations to ship jobs overseas.

—Harold Meyerson, “Card Check’s Reality Check,” American Prospect (June 21, 2007)

Please identify one right-wing idea that has moved American society forward.

—Ted Rall, Wake Up, You’re Liberal! (2004)

No intellectual phenomenon has been more surprising in recent years than the revival in the United States of conservatism as a respectable social philosophy.

—Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. quoted in “A Historian Who Saw Beyond the Past,” Washington Post (March 2, 2007)

No one, not even conservatives, doubts that conservatism is now in deep trouble: divided, uncertain of itself, and with a lot of explaining to do for the fiasco in Iraq. Yet the exhaustion of conservatism is not tantamount to a liberal revival.

—Paul Starr, “Why Liberalism Works,” American Prospect (April 4, 2007)

All conservatism begins with loss. If we never knew loss, we would never feel the need to conserve.

—Andrew Sullivan, The Conservative Soul (2006)

The reactionaries hold that government policies should be designed for the special benefit of small groups of people who occupy positions of wealth and influence. Their theory seems to be that if these groups are prosperous, they will pass along some of their prosperity to the rest of us. This can be described as the “trickle-down theory.”

—Harry S. Truman, in his speech in St. Paul as part of the Truman Day Celebration (November 3, 1949)

Conservative governance failed not because of a run of bad luck or a few bad apples, but because it is deficient at its core.

—Paul Waldman, “Democrats, Don’t Wimp Out,” TomPaine.com (November 15, 2006)

Democracies feature free presses, free speech, the rule of law, independent judiciaries, legislative oversight, and other measures to ensure that laws and treaties are followed. This is, to the conservative mind, a weakness.

—Matthew Yglesias, “Rogue State,” American Prospect (September 26, 2006)

The Conservative Character

Too many people of a generally conservative temperament, people who value traditions, customs, and institutions, have been fooled by the current cynical use of the word “conservative” into identifying their own interests with those of the political right, which today … actually espouses a program of radical change.

—Brooke Allen, “What Orwell Saw,” Los Angeles Times (May 1, 2006)

The idea that conservatives trust the market while progressives want the government is a myth. Conservatives simply are not honest about the ways in which they want the government to intervene to distribute income upwards.

—Dean Baker, The Conservative Nanny State: How the Wealthy Use the Government to Stay Rich and Get Richer (2006)

A philosophical conservative is someone willing to pay the price of other people’s suffering for his principles.

—E. L. Doctorow, in a commencement address at Brandeis University (May 21, 1989)

Men are conservatives when they are least vigorous.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson, Essays, Second Series (1844)

The people who are calling themselves conservative have actually become the radicals in this society.

—Bob Herbert, quoted in interview “Times Columnist Bob Herbert Views the American Dream: But Can It Still Be Found?” BuzzFlash (May 3, 2005)

Conservatives have historically seen people falling through the cracks in society and said that’s the way things work, survival of the fittest.

—Jim Hightower, quoted in “Texas Talker,” Pacific Sun (March 20, 1992)

Conservatives command the presidency, Congress, the courts, major news outlets, and the majority of corporations; they appear to have the country comfortably in their pocket. What fuels their rage?

—Russell Jacoby, “The New PC: Crybaby Conservatives,” Nation (March 16, 2005)

At their essence, conservatives are on guard, bristling, armed with a righteous anger, prone to mockery of their enemies, sure of themselves, unwilling to criticize America, especially by comparing it to anyplace else. The attacks of Sept. 11 only confirmed their world view: We are constantly at risk.

—Roland Merullo, “A Puzzling America,” Boston Globe (September 20, 2004)

Conservatives are driven by rage. Progressives are driven by guilt. Conservatives suffer no moral qualms when they engage in dirty tactics. The ends justify the means. Civilization is at stake. Progressives worry that if they do evil, they will become evil.

—David Morris, “Fighting Dirty,” AlterNet (December 20, 2004)

If conservatives had carried the day, blacks would still be in the back of the bus, women would be barefoot and pregnant, medical care would be on a cash-only basis, there’d be mouse feet in your breakfast cereal, and workers would still be sleeping next to their machines.

—Katha Pollitt, “Let’s Not Devalue Ourselves,” Nation (July 29, 2004)

Honest conservatives believe in the decentralization of power.

—Bernie Sanders, quoted in interview “Independent Congressman Bernie Sanders of Vermont,” BuzzFlash (June 15, 2005)

Conservatives seem ready to throw everything away in order to maintain dominance—the Constitution, the good opinion of the rest of the world, the lives and limbs and sanity of our soldiers, the health and habitability of the Earth, and their own claims to common sense and decency.

—Jane Smiley, “Conservatives Cost a Lot of Money,” AlterNet (March 22, 2007)

Conservatives supported slavery, conservatives opposed women’s suffrage, conservatives supported Jim Crow, conservatives opposed the forty-hour work week and the abolishment of child labor … all the major advancements of freedom and justice in our history were … opposed by conservatives.

—Paul Waldman, “It’s The Conservatism, Stupid,” TomPaine.com (July 12, 2006)

Unlike liberals, conservatives don’t simply criticize specific candidates or pieces of legislation, they attack their opponents’ entire ideological worldview.

—Paul Waldman, “The Liberal Moderates,” American Prospect (October 18, 2005)

Contemporary conservatism is a walking contradiction. Unable to shrink government but unwilling to improve it, conservatives attempt to split the difference, expanding government for political gain.

—Alan Wolfe, “Why Conservatives Can’t Govern,” Washington Monthly (July/August 2006)

Conservative Persecution Complex

The operative condition for the twenty-first-century American “conservative” is false indignation.

—R. J. Eskow, “Pick Your Favorite Phony Conservative Outrage,” Huffington Post (March 21, 2006)

Understanding themselves as victims besieged by a hateful world absolves conservatives of responsibility for what goes on around them. It excuses them for their failures … blaming it all on a deprived liberal elite.

—Thomas Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas? (2004)

Wealth is today concentrated in fewer hands than it has been since the 1920s; workers have less power over the conditions under which they toil than ever before in our lifetimes; and the corporation has become the most powerful actor in our world. Yet that rightward shift … sells itself as a war against elites, a righteous uprising of the little guy against an obnoxious upper class.

—Thomas Frank, “The America That Will Vote for Bush,” Le Monde Diplomatique (February 2004)

Conservatives shouldn’t assert the prerogatives of victory and then claim the compensations of defeat as well. You can’t oppress us and simultaneously complain that we are oppressing you.

—Michael Kinsley, “Am I Blue? I Apologize for Everything I Believe In. May I Go Now?” Los Angeles Times (November 7, 2004)

Remember the whiny, insecure kid in nursery school, the one who always thought everyone was out to get him, and was always running to the teacher with complaints? Chances are he grew up to be a conservative.

—Kurt Kleiner, from a study in the Journal of Research into Personality, “How to Spot a Baby Conservative,” Toronto Star (March 19, 2006)

Conservatives have an odd persecution complex. They control Congress, the White House, and intelligence agencies; soon will dominate the Supreme Court; and can buy just about any conservative journalist for hire. Still not good enough. Greed is a sin, guys.

—Rhonda Chriss Lokeman, “How Right-Wing Grinches Try to Steal Christmas,” Knight Ridder (December 14, 2005)

Conservatives—whether they’re creationists or intelligent design theorists—probably represent a majority in our society. But they also love to present themselves as martyrs.

—Ronald Numbers, interviewed by Steve Paulson, “Seeing the Light—of Science,” Salon (January 2, 2007)

The Christian Taliban is going too far … When your claim to be victims of secularism rests on Wal-Mart greeters wishing shoppers “Happy Holidays,” you are clearly a bunch of great big babies.

—Katha Pollitt, “It Wasn’t All Bad,” Nation (January 9, 2006)

Happy holidays! Have I just offended you? If you are a member of the American Family Association, the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights, or the Committee to Save Merry Christmas, I probably have.

—Mary Zeiss Stange, “Christmas, Pagans and Religious Divergence,” USA Today (December 11, 2006)

The angry cry of the victim is the lexicon of the conservative media.

—Paul Waldman, “The Right’s Siege Mentality,” TomPaine.com (April 25, 2005)

Many Christians are joining today’s scramble for the status of victims.

—George Will, conservative columnist, “Religious Americans’ Persecution Complex Is Unrealistic,” Deseret Morning News (May 15, 2005)

Conservatives are apparently threatened by the rather sensible ongoing effort to acknowledge that not everyone on earth celebrates Christmas or considers it a religious holiday. Such defensiveness smacks of insecurity and seems to indicate that poor, beleaguered Christmas would collapse without incessant buoying by retail chains and the government.

—Dianne Williamson, “Christmas Declared Under Siege; Conservatives Oppose Inclusive Holiday Cheer,” Telegram & Gazette (December 6, 2005)

Since contemporary conservatives get their political energy from angry voices of rage and revenge, they will always blame others for the failures built into their ideology.

—Alan Wolfe, “Why Conservatives Can’t Govern,” Washington Monthly (July/August 2006)

Domination

No nation can make itself secure by seeking supremacy over all others.

—Kofi A. Annan, “What I’ve Learned,” Washington Post (December 11, 2006)

Controlling others through force, fear, coercion, or deceit is what war and imperialism are about, what racism, homophobia, anti-abortionism, religious fanaticism, slavery, and torture are about.

—Caroline Arnold, “Status and Syntax: Who Controls? Who’s Controlled?” Common Dreams (November 13, 2005)

In every age of this world’s history, the kings and emperors and czars and potentates, in alliance with the priests, have sought by all the means at their command to keep the people in darkness that they might perpetuate the power in which they riot and revel in luxury while the great mass are in a state of slavery and degradation.

—Eugene Debs, in a 1908 speech, quoted in Debs: His Life, Writings and Speeches (2002)

The increasing domination of corporations over virtually every dimension of our lives—economic, political, cultural, even spiritual—poses a fundamental threat to the well-being of our society.

—Lee Drutman and Charlie Cray, “The People’s Business,” In These Times (February 18, 2005)

Domination—either in a personal or a global context—can never be a permanent condition. It’s a relational state. It’s dependent on having somebody in a subordinate position. That means you could be manly today, but you’re not going to be manly tomorrow unless you’ve got somebody to push around and control, whether that is an abused wife or another country.

—Stephen J. Ducat, BuzzFlash (March 2, 2005)

All domination involves invasion—at times physical and overt, at times camouflaged, with the invader assuming the role of helping friend.

—Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed (1970)

Respect … implies the absence of exploitation. I want the loved person to grow and unfold for his own sake, and in his own ways, and not for the purpose of serving me.

—Erich Fromm, The Art of Loving (1956)

Week by week, month by month, year by year, [the modern corporation] exercises a greater influence on our livelihood and the way we live than unions, universities, politicians, the government.

—John Kenneth Galbraith, The Age of Uncertainty (1977)

Fearful people are more dependent, more easily manipulated and controlled, more susceptible to deceptively simple, strong, tough measures and hard-line postures … They may accept and even welcome repression if it promises to relieve their insecurities.

—George Gerbner, quoted in “So Far, No Good,” AlterNet (March 16, 2006)

One of the most crucial tasks in a democratic society is the act of limiting the power that corporations have in determining what happens in, and to, our schools.

—Alfie Kohn, “The 500-Pound Gorilla,” Phi Delta Kappan (October 2002)

This is the era of entrenched exploitation. All sacrifices will be made by working people and the poor, and the vast bulk of the benefits will accrue to the rich.

—Bob Herbert, “The Era of Exploitation,” New York Times (March 25, 2005)

Where a system of oppression has become institutionalized, it is unnecessary for individuals to be oppressive.

—Florynce Kennedy, “Institutionalized Oppression vs. the Female,” Sisterhood Is Powerful (1970)

Employers are getting away with murder, underpaying and overworking people too vulnerable to complain.

—Betsy Leondar-Wright, “Widening the Racial Wealth Gap,” Common Dreams (May 31, 2006)

The fatherland is abusing the motherland.

—Casey Martin, protest sign used at an anti-war rally in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (March 9, 2006)

However muted its present appearance may be, sexual dominion obtains nevertheless as perhaps the most pervasive ideology of our culture and provides its most fundamental concept of power.

—Kate Millett, Sexual Politics (1970)

The life-fate of the modern individual depends not only upon the family into which he was born or which he enters by marriage, but increasingly upon the corporation in which he spends the most alert hours of his best years.

—C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (1956)

The “otherizing” of women is the oldest oppression known to our species, and it’s the model, the template, for all other oppressions.

—Robin Morgan, The Word of a Woman (1992)

Corporations have become the dominant institution of our time, occupying the position of the church of the Middle Ages and the nation-state of the past two centuries.

—Richard Pascale, “The False Security of Employability,” Fast Company (April 1996)

Silence is the voice of complicity.

—Protest sign

The worried young white men I’ve met on college campuses in the last year have internalized the newest myth of American race relations, and it has made them bitter. It is called affirmative action, a.k.a. the systematic oppression of white men.

—Anna Quindlen, “The Great White Myth,” New York Times (January 15, 1992)

As the project of corporate globalization increases the disparity between the rich and the poor, as the world grows more and more restive, corporations on the prowl for sweetheart deals need repressive governments to quell the mutinies in the servants’ quarters.

—Arundhati Roy, An Ordinary Person’s Guide to Empire (2004)

Loan sharking is an odious practice whether it is performed by street corner thugs or the CEOs of large banks. Charging economically vulnerable Americans outrageous interest rates and fees is simply not acceptable.

—Bernie Sanders, “The Great Credit Card Scam,” TomPaine.com. (December 3, 2004)

The forces now dominating America are moving relentlessly to shift power from the weak and vulnerable to those already mighty, and to transfer wealth from those who have less to those already rich beyond any rational need for more.

—Andrew Bard Schmookler, “The Concept of Evil,” Common Dreams (November 9, 2005)

To exploit a person is to make money out of her without giving her an equivalent return.

—George Bernard Shaw, The Intelligent Woman’s Guide to Socialism, Capitalism, Sovietism, and Fascism (1928)

2,245 Dead. How Many More?

—Cindy Sheehan’s T-shirt message, referring to the number of U.S. troops killed in Iraq. This shirt prompted police to drag her out of the U.S. Capitol and arrest her just prior to Bush’s State of the Union address (January 31, 2006)

If ever an industry needed to be more tightly regulated, it’s credit card lending. A shark is a shark, even if it wears a suit and works in a building with marble floors.

—Jim Sollisch, “Credit Card Sharks,” Washington Post (February 5, 2006)

I freed a thousand slaves. I could have freed a thousand more if only they knew they were slaves.

—Harriet Tubman, quoted in “Purchased Pulpits and Spiritual Exploitations,” Black Commentator (March 3, 2005)

The ultraconservatives want control of the country. They want to tell the rest of us how to live, where to pray, what to think, how to love.

—Cynthia Tucker, “Right-Wing Extremists Turn Against Public,” Atlanta Journal-Constitution (February 21, 1999)

False Piety

The louder he talked of his honor, the faster we counted our spoons.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson, Worship in the Conduct of Life (1860)

It is time we recognized the boundless narcissism and self-deceit of the saved. It is time we acknowledged how disgraceful it is for the survivors of a catastrophe to believe themselves spared by a loving God, while this same God drowned infants in their cribs.

—Sam Harris, Letter to a Christian Nation (2006)

Democrats should focus not on the public display of their faith, but on the will to fight for what they believe in.

—Rev. Jesse Jackson, “False Piety Is Wrong Cure for Dems,” Chicago Sun-Times (July 18, 2006)

One of the most powerful ways of bypassing critical rationality in America has long been the posture of religious piety and moralism.

—Andrew Bard Schmookler, “A Nation Deceived,” Baltimore Sun (October 27, 2004)

In the current political milieu, private beliefs and personal prayer aren’t sufficient. To really do the trick, faith must be flaunted. What good is religiosity if you don’t wear it on your sleeve and get a lot of good press?

—Norman Solomon, “Holy Smoke & Mirrors: Lieberman and the Rise of Centrist Theocrats,” FAIR’s “Media Beat” (August 10, 2000)

As the pietistical pose becomes the single stance in public life, brace yourself for the … phony reverential attitude, the lowering of the eyes, the clasping of the hands in a way which denotes piety and pure living.

—Nicholas von Hoffman, “Democrats Should Oppose Empowering the Pious,” New York Observer (December 1, 2004)

Fascism

[Fascism is] a system of government that exercises a dictatorship of the extreme right, typically through the merging of state and business leadership, together with belligerent nationalism.

—American Heritage Dictionary (1983)

The exaltation of big business at the expense of the citizen was a central characteristic of government policy in Germany and Italy in the years before those countries were chewed to bits and spat out by fascism.

—Paul Bigioni, “The Real Threat of Fascism,” Common Dreams (September 30, 2005)

If there will be a “revolution” in America today, it will no doubt be a move towards some variety of fascism.

—Noam Chomsky, American Power and the New Mandarins (2002)

One aspect of modern life which has gone far to stifle men is the rapid growth of tremendous corporations. Enormous spiritual sacrifices are made in the transformation of shopkeepers into employees…. The disappearance of free enterprise has led to a submergence of the individual in the impersonal corporation in much the same manner as he has been submerged in the state in other lands.

—William O. Douglas, quoted in Democracy and Finance (1940)

Fascists strut, while conservatives lounge.

—Terry Eagleton, “A Carnival of Unreason,” New Statesman (May 3, 2004)

Totalitarian thought cannot bear to be disputed.

—André Glucksmann, “Clash of Civilizations? No, of Philosophies,” Le Monde (March 3, 2006)

Hitler and Mussolini each came to power through democracy.

—Robert D. Kaplan, “Was Democracy Just a Moment?” Atlantic Monthly (December 1997)

While communism is the control of business by government, fascism is the control of government by business.

—Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., “Kennedy: Fascist America,” Common Dreams (January 22, 2005)

The rise of fascism across Europe in the 1930s offers many informative lessons on how corporate power can undermine a democracy. In Spain, Germany, and Italy, industrialists allied themselves with right-wing leaders who used the provocation of terrorist attacks, continual wars, and invocations of patriotism and homeland security to tame the press, muzzle criticism by opponents, and turn government over to corporate control.

—Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., “Crimes Against Nature,” Rolling Stone (December 11, 2003)

You have to understand the difference between free-market capitalism … and the kind of corporate crony capitalism where you have large corporations running our government. There’s a name for that, and the name is fascism.

—Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., quoted in “RFK Jr. Uses the F-Word,” National Review Online (July 27, 2004)

Aaron Sarver: “How does the America of George W. Bush differ from the Italy of Mussolini or the Spain of Franco?”

Lewis Lapham: “We don’t yet have as many parades.”

—Interview exchange in “Lapham’s Way,” In These Times (December 14, 2005)

Under fascism, the goodness of humanity is replaced by the goodness of Us in opposition to Them.

—Rabbi Michael Lerner, The Left Hand of God (2006)

When fascism comes to America, it will be wrapped in the flag, carrying the cross.

—Sinclair Lewis, It Can’t Happen Here (1935)

I now refer to the “military-industrial-religious complex.” That’s what we’re fighting.

—George E. Lowe, quoted in interview “Can ‘It’ Happen Here? Hasn’t ‘It’ Already? A Fascist Christian America,” BuzzFlash (June 10, 2005)

What qualities would one find in a Christo-Fascist? Greed, hubris, and self righteousness would probably top the list.

—Jason Miller, “The Iron Fist of Jesus,” OpEdNews (December 8, 2005)

Fascism is on the ascendant in the USA, rising cloaked under the mantle of the Grand Old Party.

—Amanda Osborne, “Fascism on the Rise in America,” Washington Dispatch (November 9, 2004)

Fascism is an ideology that favors dictatorial government, the obsessive creation of an economic climate favorable to big business, repression of political opposition, scapegoating of political enemies and ethnic minorities, and extreme nationalism channeled into a policy of military expansionism.

—Ted Rall, Wake Up, You’re Liberal! (2004)

The liberty of democracy is not safe if the people tolerate the growth of private power to a point where it becomes stronger than the democratic state itself. That, in essence, is fascism.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, in a message to Congress (April 29, 1938)

Fascism is the ultimate code of the hoodlum.

—George Steiner, Language and Silence (1967)

The best safeguard against fascism is to establish social justice to the maximum possible extent.

—Arnold J. Toynbee, The Toynbee-Ikeda Dialogue (1976)

[Fascists] claim to be super-patriots, but they would destroy every liberty guaranteed by the Constitution. They demand free enterprise, but are the spokesmen for monopoly and vested interest.

—Henry Wallace, vice president of the United States, “Wallace Defines American Fascism,” New York Times (April 9, 1944)

The American fascist would prefer not to use violence. His method is to poison the channels of public information.

—Henry Wallace, “Wallace Defines American Fascism,” New York Times (April 9, 1944)

Fearmongering

The phrase “Islamo-fascists” has spread around the [mainstream media] like a bad case of clap in a Texas whorehouse. Once again, the Republicans are being allowed to create a brand new scary enemy just in time for elections.

—John Atcheson, “What We Learned from Mainstream Media Last Week (and What We Didn’t),” Common Dreams (August 14, 2006)

When quasi-hysterical fear-mongering replaces reasonable debate, dark forces can be set in motion that outrun anyone’s intentions.

—James Carroll, “The Risks of Waging ‘Culture War,’” Boston Globe (March 9, 2004)

Why have most people submitted so willingly to a new political order organized around fear? Other nations have confronted terrorism of a more sustained nature without coming thoroughly unhinged.

—William Greider, “Under the Banner of the ‘War’ on Terror,” Nation (June 3, 2004)

Whether it’s the specter of North Korean nukes or Iraqi insurgents making their way to Main Street, USA, fear is a powerful, universal emotion—always there to be exploited.

—Arianna Huffington, “freeSpeech: Arianna Huffington,” CBS Evening News (October 24, 2006)

Fear and fear mongering have had a long history in America, stretching back to the witchcraft hysteria in colonial Salem, Massachusetts.

—George McGovern, The Essential America: Our Founders and the Liberal Tradition (2004)

Deceiving your entire nation and frightening children and adults with images of nuclear explosions in order to get them to support a bloody invasion of another country is not politics; it is a crime.

—James Moore, “The Criminalization of Criminals,” Huffington Post (October 28, 2005)

As long as Americans remain susceptible to easily provoked fears—of losing their jobs to immigrants, their kids to perverts, their lives to terrorists—and as long as there are wealthy corporations and religious control freaks eager to exploit them—the Republican Party and its allies have a bright future.

—Ted Rall, “Conservatism Is Dead. Long Live Fictional Conservatism!” Common Dreams (March 21, 2007)

Greed and Selfishness

Conservatism, in the lump, is a euphemism for selfishness.

—Grant Allen, quoted in the Westminster Gazette (1894)

It’s nearly impossible for the average citizen to grasp the scale of ExxonMobil Corp.’s huge profits…. Overall 2005 revenues of $371 billion amounted to more than $1 billion a day!

—Gar Alperovitz, “Return Oil Profits to American People,” Baltimore Sun (February 9, 2006)

We believe the mortal sin of the Republicans under Bush is that in the end, they appeal to our selfishness.

—James Carville and Paul Begala, Take It Back (2006)

Throughout the 1980s, we did hear too much about individual gain and the ethos of selfishness and greed. We did not hear enough about how to be a good member of a community, to define the common good, and to repair the social contract.

—Hillary Rodham Clinton, quoted from a commencement address at the University of Pennsylvania, New York Times (May 18, 1993)

An extravagant narcissism marks our cultural age.

—Marie Cocco, “Narcissism Ascendant,” Truthdig (December 21, 2006)

Greed is a bottomless pit which exhausts the person in an endless effort to satisfy the need without ever reaching satisfaction.

—Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom (1941)

Wealthy nations are greedier than ever and increasingly dependent on poor ones to stay poor and powerless in order to provide cheap labor and resources.

—Rachel Giese, “Our Greed Causes Third World Suffering,” Toronto Star (July 19, 2001)

It is not good to take from the poor and give to the rich, and that’s exactly what this country is doing today.

—Father Andrew Greeley, “America’s Disease is Greed,” Chicago Sun-Times (August 20, 2004)

The selfish spirit of commerce knows no country, and feels no passion or principle but that of gain.

—Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to Larkin Smith (1809)

The pursuit of corporate profit should no longer come at the expense of various elements of the public interest including the environment, human rights, the public safety, the dignity of employees, and the welfare of our communities.

—Robert C. Hinkley, “Corporate Values,” Common Dreams (March 12, 2002)

Tens of millions of Americans feel betrayed by a society that seems to place materialism and selfishness above moral values.

—Rabbi Michael Lerner, “The Democrats Need a Spiritual Left,” Common Dreams (November 4, 2004)

Predatory lending pumps wealth out of communities that can least afford it and into the coffers of some of the wealthiest companies in the country.

—Bobbi Murray, “Hunting the Predators,” Nation (June 27, 2002)

Creation is God’s gift to all…. To allow the appropriation of the world’s resources by a small minority of persons betrays the gift of creation and the giver of the gift.

—Ronald D. Pasquariello, quoted in Voices of the Religious Left (2000)

Since the “War on Terror” began, the CEOs of the top thirty-four defense contractors have enjoyed average pay levels that are double the amounts they received during the four years leading up to 9/11.

—Sam Pizzigati, ed. Executive Excess 2006 (August 30, 2006)

I should like to have it said of my first administration that in it the forces of selfishness and of lust for power met their match.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, quoted in “Time Machine,” American Heritage (October/November 1986)

We live in a culture where the primacy of the self and its satisfactions is everything. We are bombarded with messages telling us that we should have what we want because we’re worth it.

—Jenni Russell, “The Selfish Generation,” Guardian (UK) (December 6, 2003)

The original sin of Republicanism is greed.

—John Scalzi, quoted in Wake Up, You’re Liberal! (2004)

We now live in a time in America where the rich are richer than any time in history. There is more money going into corporate profit than any time in history, and less money going into wages.

—Andy Stern, “Changing How America Works,” AlterNet (November 2, 2006)

Bushian philosophy overtly encourages us, as a national mission, to concern ourselves only with our families, not our fellow citizens. Save for your own retirement. Educate your own kids. Worry about your own productivity. Let your fellow Americans fend for themselves.

—Robert Steinback, “Privatizing American Unity,” Miami Herald (March 2, 2005)

We have people in this country who are richer than whole countries.

—Kurt Vonnegut, quoted in “Kurt Vonnegut’s Stardust Memory,” Columbus Free Press (March 5, 2006)

Selfishness is not living as one wishes to live; it is asking others to live as one wishes to live.

—Oscar Wilde, “The Soul of Man Under Socialism,” Fortnightly Review (1891)

Americans have decided the most important person in their lives is … them, and our culture is now built upon that idea.

—Brian Williams, “Enough About You,” Time (December 25, 2006)

We face not a clash between cultures or between red and blue states in this nation, but a clash between justice and greed. We worship the God of the Bible, not the god of wealth.

—Jim Winkler, “Defining “Moral Values” For the Next Four Years,” Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (2004)

Homophobia

Homophobic men showed an increase in penile erection to male homosexual stimuli…. Homophobia is apparently associated with homosexual arousal that the homosexual individual is either unaware of or denies.

—H. E. Adams, et al. “Is Homophobia Associated with Homosexual Arousal?” Journal of Abnormal Psychology (1996)

Scouting has lost its moral compass. Current leaders of the Boy Scouts of America pervert the meaning of “morally straight” in the Scout Oath. They wrongly equate “morally straight” with having a heterosexual orientation.

—Frank Edward Allen, “Boy Scouts of America: A Symbol of Prejudice,” San Francisco Chronicle (September 24, 2000)

It’s time for Republicans to embrace their own gay wing and stop fueling the sickness of suppression that drives men like [U.S. Senator] Larry Craig into airport bathroom stalls.

—Nina Burleigh, “Why the GOP’s Gay Wing Is Forced to Hide in the Bathroom,” Huffington Post (August 30, 2007)

The open affirmation of gay identity can pose a mortal threat to people whose own sexual identity is insecure.

—James Carroll, “War, Religion, and Gay Rights,” Boston Globe (November 13, 2006)

We treat racism and homophobia as delusional disorders.

—Shama Chaiken, at a meeting of the American Psychiatric Association, quoted in “Psychiatry Ponders Whether Extreme Bias Can Be an Illness,” Washington Post (December 10, 2005)

Homophobia knows no party. Either party is happy to tap into anti-gay undercurrents in our society to ingratiate themselves to the homophobic masses.

—Sally Kohn, “Larry Craig’s Pullout Strategy,” Common Dreams (September 7, 2007)

In many ways contemporary homophobia is more virulent than contemporary racism…. A moral consensus now exists in this country that discriminating against blacks as teachers, priests, or tenants is simply wrong. (That doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen.) For much of the country, however, the moral legitimacy of homosexuals remains very much in question.

—Henry Louis Gates, Jr., “Backlash?” New Yorker (May 17, 1993)

Are all homophobic Republicans secretly gay? The leaders of the party with a penchant for condemning others would do well to look inward.

—Headline introducing an article by Nathaniel Frank, “Haggard, Foley and GOP Preach Against the Vices They Can’t Shake,” AlterNet (November 4, 2006)

Homophobia is like racism and anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry in that it seeks to dehumanize a large group of people, to deny their humanity, their dignity, and personhood.

—Coretta Scott King, quoted in “Mrs. King Commends Lambda for Leadership at 25th Anniversary Celebration,” Lambda Legal (March 31, 1998)

Homophobia is replacing the set of flag and race issues of a generation ago. It’s the last refuge of the scoundrel.

—Kevin Phillips, quoted in “The Politics of Fear,” Rolling Stone (June 29, 2006)

Not that long ago, it was considered consistent to be a Christian, and yet, hold slaves … I want to suggest that the day has come when Christians must declare that gay bashing is an attack on the gospel and that real Christians do not participate in any form of discrimination.

—Rev. Jim Rigby, “Real Christians Fight Intolerance,” AlterNet (July 14, 2006)

The heart and soul of the prejudice against gays … is the knee-jerk equivalence of gays as pedophiles and recruiters for the “lifestyle.”

—Pierre Tristam, “Homophobia as National Sport: Marriage by Constitutional Writ,” Daytona Beach News Journal (July 15, 2003)

Conservatives are on a perpetual sexual hair-trigger, their heterosexuality hanging by a thread … The slightest provocation might drive them insane with desire, a too-friendly gaze from a man with washboard abs liable to give them feelings they’re ashamed to admit they have.

—Paul Waldman, “Courting the Bigot Vote,” TomPaine.com (November 1, 2006)

We cannot forget that when Hitler came to power in 1933, one of the first things that he did was ban gay organizations.

—Rabbi Eric Yoffie, quoted in “Jewish Leader Blasts ‘Religious Right,’” the Associated Press (AP) (November 19, 2005)

Hypocrisy

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men.

—Matthew 6:6

Most on the Religious Right aren’t even really pro-life—they are merely pro-birth.

—Brent Borgeois, “The Network of Spiritual Progressives,” Common Dreams (May 23, 2006)

All too often I have seen a “personal relationship with God” used to justify behavior that is a radical departure from the life of Jesus.

—David Batstone, “God-Talk and Moral Values,” Sojourners (November 2004)

It is strange but true that the country’s most prominent spokesmen for the Prince of Peace and for tradition and morality are also its most outspoken proponents of torture.

—Joe Conason, “Opponents of Torture Are True Patriots,” New York Observer (September 25, 2006)
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