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  About A Practical Approach to Special Education for Every Teacher

  Special education means specially designed instruction for students with unique learning needs. Students receive special education for many reasons. Students with disabilities such as mental retardation, hearing impairments (including deafness), speech or language impairments, visual impairments (including blindness), emotional disturbance, orthopedic impairments, autism, traumatic brain injury, other health impairments, or specific learning disabilities are entitled to special education services. Students who are gifted and talented also receive special education. Special education services are delivered in many settings, including regular classes, resource rooms, and separate classes. The 13 books of this collection will help you teach students with disabilities and those with gifts and talents. Each book focuses on a specific area of special education and can be used individually or in conjunction with all or some of the other books. Six of the books provide the background and content knowledge you need in order to work effectively with all students with unique learning needs:

  Book 1:     The Fundamentals of Special Education

  Book 2:     The Legal Foundations of Special Education

  Book 3:     Effective Assessment for Students With Special Needs

  Book 4:     Effective Instruction for Students With Special Needs

  Book 5:     Working With Families and Community Agencies to Support Students With Special Needs

  Book 6:     Public Policy, School Reform, and Special Education

  Seven of the books focus on teaching specific groups of students who receive special education:

  Book 7:     Teaching Students With Sensory Disabilities

  Book 8:     Teaching Students With Medical, Physical, and Multiple Disabilities

  Book 9:     Teaching Students With Learning Disabilities

  Book 10:   Teaching Students With Communication Disorders

  Book 11:   Teaching Students With Emotional Disturbance

  Book 12:   Teaching Students With Mental Retardation

  Book 13:   Teaching Students With Gifts and Talents

  All of the books in A Practical Approach to Special Education for Every Teacher will help you to make a difference in the lives of all students, especially those with unique learning needs.
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  Self-Assessment 1

  Before you begin this book, check your knowledge of the content being covered. Choose the best answer for each of the following questions.

  1.   The educational system that is an alternative to the general education system is

  a.   Special education

  b.   Gifted and talented education

  c.   Compulsory education

  d.   Separated education

  2.   The year 2000 marked the _____ anniversary of federal legislation mandating a free, appropriate public education for individuals with disabilities.

  a.   10th

  b.   25th

  c.   50th

  d.   100th

  3.   Federal law does not require states to provide special education to

  a.   Students with emotional problems

  b.   Students who are over the age of 21

  c.   Students who are in preschool

  d.   Students who are in high school

  4.   Special education services are provided to approximately _______________ students each year.

  a.   2 million

  b.   4 million

  c.   6 million

  d.   8 million

  5.   Federal laws were passed to protect the rights of individuals with disabilities because

  a.   They were not being treated the same as their peers without disabilities.

  b.   They were performing below expectations when compared to their peers without disabilities.

  c.   They were entitled to special services by laws written in the 1800s but forgotten in recent times.

  d.   They were entitled to special services by state laws governing education.

  6.   To receive special education, a child must be declared eligible for services in at least one of ____ categories accepted by the federal government and most states.

  a.   3

  b.   5

  c.   11

  d.   13

  7.   The process of requesting information to decide if a student is eligible for special education services is called _________________.

  a.   Referral

  b.   Examination

  c.   Opportunity to learn

  d.   Intervention

  8.   Direct, indirect, and related are all

  a.   Types of general education interventions

  b.   Types of special education services

  c.   Types of counseling for students who are gifted and talented

  d.   Prereferral interventions

  9.   The guiding principle of special education that directs that students should be educated in environments as much like general education as possible is known as

  a.   Inclusive education

  b.   Opportunity to learn

  c.   Least restrictive environment

  d.   Educational due process

  10. The prevailing belief about special education today is that

  a.   All students are more alike than they are different.
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