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To my wife, Lori, and my children, William, Marissa, and Megan. Thank you for always being there for me, supporting me and motivating me to be a better husband, father, and person each day.

To my parents, brother, in-laws, and my entire extended family, thank you for having faith in me, being there for my family and offering me words of encouragement when needed.





AUTHOR’S NOTE

Press boxes across the country—from the smallest community colleges to the largest NFL, NBA, and MLB stadium, and arenas—are filled with talented sports journalists filing stories and relaying news of the teams they are covering.

There is an unwritten rule that there is no cheering in the press box. Reporters, justly so, are supposed to be objective observers who show no biases in the teams and games they cover. Such an approach leads to quality game recaps, feature stories, notebooks, and social media posts so that those who follow the teams can be informed on how they performed both on and off the field.

The unspoken mantra in the press box is while the newspaper reporters, columnists, sportscasters, talk show hosts, podcasters, and bloggers remain professional on the job, they likely got into this profession because they were, first and foremost, fans of the game. They likely dreamt of the day they would be paid to be front and center getting to watch and report on the favorite teams of their childhood in the Super Bowl, World Series, Stanley Cup, etc.

I was no different from any of those aspiring journalists. When I realized I was never going to be the next Larry Bird, playing small forward for the Boston Celtics, I thought the next best thing would be to cover the team for the Boston Globe.

While many children my age ran downstairs on Sunday mornings to catch the latest highlights from the previous night’s games on SportsCenter, I was more interested in waiting for the “Sports Reporters” to come on TV. I envisioned myself one day sitting next to the likes of Bob Ryan, Mike Lupica, Mitch Albom, Dick Schaap, and Michael Wilbon, opining on the latest sports news and controversies of the day. I never quite made it to the Globe or ESPN, but I have been blessed to cover my hometown teams in Maryland and experience more than most who set out in this profession.

From reporting on the Army-Navy football game to watching the Ravens advance to the AFC Championship to covering Johns Hopkins men’s lacrosse on its run toward an NCAA title, to following the rise of the University of Maryland women’s basketball team under coach Brenda Frese, I have had the chance to be front and center for some of the biggest sports stories in Maryland over the past twenty years.

But to me, none of that was more exciting than getting to be in the press box covering the Baltimore Orioles when they advanced to the American League Championship Series against the Kansas City Royals in 2014. The Orioles were the American League East champions, having posted a record of 96–66, which was 12 games better than the second-place (and dreaded) New York Yankees.

The divisional title would be the Orioles’ first since 1997 and came two years after the team snapped a streak of fourteen straight losing seasons. The Orioles’ fan base turned out in force to support a franchise which has a history and tradition as strong as just about any team in professional sports.

Even though the Orioles were swept by the Royals in that series, it was great to be covering a relevant baseball team again. That season reminded me of why I wanted to be a sports reporter in the first place. Unfortunately, as good as the Orioles were from 1966 to 1983, when they appeared in six World Series (winning three), they have been largely inconsistent in my lifetime.

This was especially the case during the formative years of my youth. I was just five years old when the Orioles last won a World Series and have no memories of them winning that championship. My first memories of the Orioles came in 1986 and 1987, when the team was in a state of decline.

The first Opening Day I can truly remember was in 1988. I remember going over the roster in the newspaper and trying to figure out whether a team with future Hall of Famers like Cal Ripken Jr. and Eddie Murray and veteran pitchers like Mike Boddicker and Scott McGregor could bounce back and get the Orioles back into contention. If just a few things went right, I thought at the time, my Orioles could surprise their critics.

Then Opening Day arrived and spring was in the air when the Orioles hosted the Milwaukee Brewers in front of a sellout crowd at old Memorial Stadium on 33rd Street in Baltimore. Unfortunately, that feeling of optimism switched into a sense of despair as the Orioles were routed 12–0.

Still, with 161 games to go, my then-nine-year-old self believed my beloved Orioles would come back the next day and get back on the winning track. The Orioles then lost again . . . and again . . . and again. The team then fired their manager six games into the season, yet they kept losing.

Most fans quickly became dismayed at a lost season. Not me. I would watch every game I could that aired on TV. And on the other nights I would listen to Jon Miller and Joe Angel’s call on my small portable radio tucked under my pillow and the volume low enough so my parents wouldn’t know I was still awake.

Each night for twenty-one games I was disappointed, and each night I would repeat the same drill hoping they would finally get a win. Then on April 29, 1988, the Orioles finally won, and I ran around the house screaming and jumping for joy that the record-setting losing streak was over. Even at such a young age, I knew the Orioles were destined for a last-place finish, but I did not care. On that night, for that one moment, my team was a winner.

It was those memories and emotions that provided me with the motivation to write A Season to Forget: The Story of the 1988 Baltimore Orioles. This book combines my two sports lives: that of the fan and of the reporter. I took an objective look at how the Orioles fell so far and so fast over a five-year period. At the same time, I tried to tap into the enthusiasm of my nine-year-old self and use it to tell a story that every baseball fan of my generation vividly remembers. It is also a story fans today should read to offer perspective that when you think it can’t get worse for your team, you only need to remember it’s not as bad as it was for the 1988 Baltimore Orioles . . . that is, unless you watched the 2018 Orioles lose a franchise-worst 115 games. At least that team actually won on Opening Day.





PREFACE

When Baltimore Orioles shortstop Cal Ripken Jr. caught a line drive off the bat of Philadelphia Phillies center fielder Garry Maddox in the bottom of the ninth of Game Five of the 1983 World Series, it was significant for many reasons.

The out clinched the Orioles’ third world championship. It would also cap an amazing seventeen-year run by the organization, who were considered at the time to be one of the premier franchises in all of professional sports. That catch by Ripken would also be the last World Series moment the Orioles would experience for thirty-five years (and counting). The franchise would soon experience a precipitous slide that would affect the team for years to come.

Between 1966 and 1983, the Baltimore Orioles were considered the best team in baseball. During that span, they won three World Series, advanced to three others, and competed for a playoff spot in just about every season.

The Orioles were a model franchise thanks to their “Orioles Way” approach of building from the ground up, starting with their farm system. Future Hall of Famers like third baseman Brooks Robinson, pitcher Jim Palmer, shortstop/third baseman Cal Ripken Jr., and first baseman Eddie Murray made their way through the ranks and helped put consistent winners on the field.

But five years after Ripken caught the final out to clinch the ’83 World Series, the franchise was in a state of disarray. From not understanding how to utilize free agency to having their once-famed farm system dry up of quality talent and failed trades, a once-proud franchise was in a downward spiral.

Heading into the 1988 season, the Orioles expected to struggle after a 95-loss season the year before and sub-par seasons the two previous years. Not even the return of famed manager Earl Weaver in 1985 and 1986 was enough to correct the Orioles’ path. The franchise attempted to revamp their roster in 1988 by bringing in fourteen new players.

While not expecting to compete for a playoff spot, not even the most knowledgeable baseball experts thought the Orioles were going to be historically bad. They were wrong. Baltimore opened that season with a record of 0–21, shattering the record for futility to start a season by eight games.

From a 12–0 Opening Day loss to the Milwaukee Brewers in front of a then-franchise-record 52,395 fans at old Memorial Stadium to a 4–2 loss against the Minnesota Twins at the Hubert H Humphrey Metrodome, the Orioles found different ways to lose each night. It got so bad that even President Ronald Reagan sent a message of support to the loveable losers from Charm City. Religious leaders, psychics, and mental health professionals even offered to help the team find a path to that elusive first win.

By the time they finally won a game—a 9–0 victory against the Chicago White Sox at old Comiskey Park on April 29, 1988—the damage was already done. The Orioles were already 15 1/2 games out of first place in the American League East before May 1. They went on to finish the season with a 54–107 record, 34 1/2 games out of first and 23 1/2 games behind the next worst team in the division (the 78–84 Cleveland Indians).

The high point of the season came on the Orioles’ next home game after their first win when an announced crowd of 50,402 came out to support the team on “Fantastic Fans Night.” That was also the date that then-Maryland Governor William Donald Schaeffer announced a fifteen-year lease agreement between the Orioles and the Maryland Stadium Authority to house the team in a new stadium in downtown Baltimore (which would eventually become Oriole Park at Camden Yards).

But the question remains: How did a once model franchise like the Baltimore Orioles devolve into a team with the distinction of having the worst start of any team in MLB history?





INTRODUCTION

To understand how the Orioles reached the nadir of professional sports just five years after winning a world championship, one must first look back at the course the franchise traveled. The roots of the team date back to 1901, when they were known as the Milwaukee Brewers, one of eight original teams in the American League. The franchise then moved to St. Louis and was renamed the Browns in 1902, where they spent fifty-two years before relocating to Baltimore in 1954.

The seeds for the Orioles’ greatest success were planted when the team hired Paul Richards in September 1954 as the team’s manager and general manager. It was at this time that the “Orioles Way” was developed. The philosophy, which has gained iconic status among baseball lore, became the blueprint for success.

The Orioles Way stressed uniform baseball fundamentals at every level of the organization. Players would only advance through the system when they were absolutely ready to do so, ensuring top prospects were not rushed along too quickly to the next level. The combination of instruction, scouting, and player development laid the foundation for years of success.

A uniform philosophy was just one aspect of the Orioles’ success. The organization was also blessed with knowledgeable baseball personnel from top to bottom. Richards is credited with stocking the team with pitchers like Milt Papas and Dave McNally, as well as future All-Star and American League MVP Boog Powell and future Hall of Fame third baseman Brooks Robinson.

“We just had a great ability to develop players during that time period,” said Robinson, an 18-time All-Star who played for the Orioles from 1955 to 1977 and was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1983. “We were so deep there were players who stayed in the minors longer than they would have otherwise with other teams because there were just no spaces for them with the big-league ballclub.”

Lee MacPhail added another layer to the Oriole Way when he became general manager in 1958. It was at that time that MacPhail established cross-checkers in the scouting department to ensure the team was making sound decisions before offering contracts to potential prospects.

The Orioles slowly began to develop into a championship contender in the early- to mid-1960s thanks to a deep roster and farm system. However, the team came up just short of making the playoffs in 1965.1 This led the organization to make a move which would end up putting them over the top. Prior to the following season, new general manager Harry Dalton—who was previously successful as the team’s farm director—pulled the trigger on a deal that would land Baltimore future Hall of Fame outfielder Frank Robinson in exchange for pitchers Milt Pappas and Jack Baldschun, and outfielder Dick Simpson.

The trade is considered one of the most lopsided in the history of professional baseball. In his first season in Baltimore, Robinson batted .316, hit 49 home runs, and drove in 122 runs en route to capturing the American League MVP and leading the Orioles to their first World Series championship.2 The team captured the World Series with a four-game sweep of the Los Angeles Dodgers (where Robinson was also named Series MVP).

The Orioles, who also hired future Hall of Fame manager Earl Weaver in 1968, would go on to advance to the World Series three more times during Robinson’s six years with the team. Baltimore won it all in 1970 over Robinson’s former team, the Cincinnati Reds, while being upset in 1969 and 1971 by the New York Mets and Pittsburgh Pirates, respectively.

Throughout the 1970s, the Orioles would remain competitive thanks again to a strong minor-league system and the ability to make several key trades. They would go on to win the AL East title in 1973 and 1974 but were eliminated each year by the Oakland A’s in the American League Championship Series. These steps would help pave the way for their 1983 World Series title, making it three wins in six Series appearances over a 17-year period.

The development of young players, like second baseman Bobby Grich and third baseman Doug DeCinces, allowed the team to trade longtime second baseman Davey Johnson after the 1972 season, which gave them an heir apparent to third baseman Brooks Robinson, who retired in 1977.

Baltimore native and long-time sports reporter Jeff Seidel said that the Orioles had an embarrassment of riches during this era and were an organization that was the envy of much of baseball—if not all of sports. “In the end, that depth was what made the Orioles confident to trade Davey Johnson [following the 1972 season] to pave the way for Bobby Grich at second base, and trade Frank Robinson to make room for Al Bumbry around the same time.”

DeCinces, who spent eight seasons of his 15-year career with the Orioles, went on to hit one of the most famous home runs in team history on June 22, 1979. It was that date when he connected on a two-run home run with two outs in the bottom of the ninth off Detroit Tigers pitcher Dave Tobik to give the Orioles a 6–5 victory at Memorial Stadium in Baltimore. The win has been recognized as the night “Oriole Magic” was born. The Orioles went on to advance to the World Series before losing to the Pirates in a classic seven-game series (despite jumping out to a three-games-to-one lead).

The 1979 Orioles, who won 102 games, also included home-grown pitchers Mike Flanagan, as well as future Hall of Fame pitcher Jim Palmer and first baseman Eddie Murray. In addition, other key contributors included catcher Rick Dempsey, starting pitcher Scott McGregor, and relief pitcher/closer Tippy Martinez. Those three players, along with pitchers Dave Pagan and Rudy May, were acquired by the Orioles on June 15, 1976, from the New York Yankees in exchange for catcher Elrod Hendricks and pitchers Doyle Alexander, Ken Holtzman, Grant Jackson, and Jimmy Freeman. Many consider that another lopsided trade in the Orioles’ favor, which was orchestrated by then-general manager Hank Peters in his first year at the helm after Frank Cashen, who served as general manager from 1971 to 1978, stepped down from the position.

Flanagan, Palmer, Murray, Dempsey, McGregor, and Martinez, along with draft picks like pitcher Mike Boddicker and Cal Ripken Jr. provided much of the core for the buildup to the team’s 1983 championship squad. Ripken, who was in just his second full season in 1983, finished the year batting .318 with 27 home runs, 102 RBIs, 211 hits, and 121 runs scored on his way to the first of his nineteen All-Star appearances and the first of his two MVP awards.

 Dempsey, who spent twelve seasons of his 23-year career with the Orioles, was named World Series MVP after he batted .385 with a .923 slugging percentage against the Phillies. With a core of Ripken Jr. and Murray in the lineup and pitchers like Flanagan, Boddicker, McGregor, and Storm Davis at or near their prime, the organization and their fans believed the 1983 title would just be the latest of many to follow in Baltimore. However, a combination of poor drafting, questionable free agent signings, and other personnel decisions would lead to a quick decline for a franchise with a rich and proud tradition.

Ripken, who entered the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 2007, said the seeds for the 1983 Orioles were planted during the 1982 campaign when Baltimore missed out on the AL East title and, just as importantly, a playoff spot in the final game of the season against the Milwaukee Brewers. That year, the Orioles struggled for much of the first half of the season and were under .500 as late as June 6 before rallying. The surge began on August 20, as they reeled off seven straight victories. After losing the second game of a doubleheader on August 27, they began a 10-game winning streak the following night, cutting an eight-game deficit to just two games by September 7.

The Orioles entered the final week of the ’82 season trailing the Brewers by three games but would be facing them in a four-game series at home. The Orioles won the first three games of the series by a combined score of 26–7, setting the stage for a winner-take-all contest on October 3, 1982.

Unfortunately for Baltimore fans, the Brewers jumped out to a 3–0 lead after three innings and broke the game open with five runs in the ninth to give them a 10–2 victory. Despite the loss, the sellout crowd stood and cheered for 45 minutes to honor Weaver, who announced earlier in the year that he would be retiring after the season.

“Growing up in and around the team, you got to know and expect winning and being around a championship caliber team,” said Ripken, who began his record-setting consecutive games played streak on May 30, 1982. “I wasn’t sure what to expect in 1982. We got off to such a slow start and then came on like gangbusters in the end and rallied all the way back to tie the Brewers heading into that final game of the season. We had Jim Palmer going on the mound and he had won like eleven decisions in a row at one point that season, but we came up short in the end.3

“As we watched Milwaukee celebrate after that game, it made all of us think about where we could have made up that game over the course of the season,” Ripken continued. “That really helped us focus and get prepared for the 1983 season. Of course, it all came together for us that season and we went on to win the division fairly easily and won the World Series. I really thought there would be more in our future.”

Sportscaster Roy Firestone can attest to just how great the Orioles were during the franchise’s golden age. In addition to reporting on many of those great teams and players, Firestone is an unabashed lifelong Oriole fan. Firestone, who was sixty-four at the time of this book’s publication, grew up in Miami Beach, Florida, and served as a spring training batboy for the team for several seasons as a teenager in the 1960s. The relationships he built during that time would come full circle when he spoke at the unveiling of a statue honoring Brooks Robinson at Oriole Park at Camden Yards in 2012.

“When I was growing up, the Orioles were one of, if not the best franchise in all of baseball from 1964 to 1983,” said Firestone, who hosted ESPN’s interview program Up Close from 1980 to 1994. “The team was so stacked with players, there were many stuck in the minors because they could not earn a spot among those ahead of them. That was the case for players like Don Baylor or Bobby Grich, who only got a spot because the Orioles finally traded Davey Johnson.

“The Orioles were just an amazing model franchise in every sense of the word. From the players on the field, to the managers and coaches, to the executives to the scouting to the player development staff,” Firestone continued. “In many ways, the front office was just like the players in that some really talented people had to leave to get a shot because of the people entrenched in front of them.”

Baltimore attorney and sports agent Ron Shapiro agrees. Shapiro understands the business of sports as well as anyone. Many have dubbed the Shapiro family “The First Family of Sports Management.” Ron Shapiro’s son Mark entered 2019 as the president and CEO of the Toronto Blue Jays, a role he began in August 2015. This came after he spent twenty-four seasons with the Cleveland Indians, where he began in player development and eventually rose through the ranks to become general manager. Coincidentally, he was recommended for the job by Peters.

In 1983, just about the entire Orioles roster was represented by Ron Shapiro and that World Series team was and still remains a sense of pride for him. Shapiro said after seeing the team come so close to a title in 1979 and 1982, he was ecstatic to see the Orioles go all the way and bring home the championship in 1983.

“The success of the Orioles was very personal to me,” said Shapiro. “It was extraordinary to watch the team win the World Series in 1983. That was the culmination of many years of hard work. The team overcame the adversity of losing a heartbreaking World Series to the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1979, and then dealt with the agony of just missing out on the playoffs in 1982. I represented about twenty-one players associated with that roster in 1983, including eighteen or so who were with the team at the start of the World Series.

“My dream as an agent was to achieve the best contractual deal for my clients and find a way for them to remain together and accomplish the goal of winning a championship,” Shapiro continued. “That’s exactly what happened in 1983. It was really cool to see that come to fruition after so many years of hard work and heartbreak.”

Michael Gibbons, a Baltimore sports historian and longtime director emeritus of the Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum, said the Orioles’ stretch of success provided a blueprint for any sports franchise who wanted to build a championship-contending team.

“The Orioles just went about it the right way for so long,” Gibbons said. “They understood how to develop talent and play baseball following all the fundamentals you are taught from Little League to high school and through the minor leagues. Fans thought the run would keep going. We never thought it would be more than thirty-five years between World Series appearances for the Orioles.”



1 During this time the top team from each league (AL and NL) would face off in the World Series. Despite winning 94 games in 1965, the Orioles finished in third place behind the Chicago White Sox (95) and Minnesota Twins (102).

2 Frank Robinson is the first and only player to ever win MVP awards in both leagues, winning the award in 1961 as a member of the Reds.

3 Palmer won 11 straight decisions from June 7 to September 4, with seven no-decisions (though the Orioles would win four).





Chapter One

THE LONG, HARD, FAST DECLINE

The Orioles had high hopes for the 1984 season. This was due in large part to the fact that the team returned much of its core roster that won the previous year’s World Series. However, their chance at a repeat all but evaporated in the early weeks of the season thanks to AL East rival the Detroit Tigers. The Tigers got off to as strong of a start as any team in recent history when they won their first nine games, and their impressive play would only continue. They had a record of 35–5 after 40 games en route to a wire-to-wire division title and a 4–1 series victory over the San Diego Padres in the World Series.

Despite a fifth-place finish in the division, the Orioles still managed to win 85 games. That year, Boddicker had the best year of his career, going 20–11 with a 2.79 ERA, 128 strikeouts, and 16 complete games. In fact, no Orioles pitcher has won 20 games in a single season since. Cal Ripken Jr. also set an AL record for most assists in a season by a shortstop at 583.

However, the 1984 season was also the end of the road for the great Jim Palmer, who was released after going 0–3 with a 9.17 ERA in a limited role on the mound. The release did little to diminish Palmer’s place in baseball history as he finished with a lifetime record of 268–152, with 2,212 strikeouts and three Cy Young awards. A first-ballot Hall of Famer in 1990, Palmer is also the only Oriole player to be a member on all six of the team’s World Series rosters.

“I believed we were still really good in 1984, but the Detroit Tigers got off to that amazing 35–5 start, and it was just too difficult for anyone, let alone us, to catch them that year,” Ripken Jr. said. “That was a season where we still had the pitching, but our hitting trailed off more than we anticipated it would.”

The 1985 season was fairly similar to the previous year’s campaign as Baltimore went 83–78 and finished in fourth place in the AL East. The team treaded water all season, which led to some changes in hopes of righting the ship. The Orioles fired manager Joe Altobelli, who was let go after the team started 29–26. Overall, Altobelli posted a record of 212–167 in two-plus seasons at the helm in Baltimore. The Orioles then coaxed Earl Weaver out of retirement and the team went on to win 53 of their remaining 105 games.1

While still competitive, it was apparent that the club was in a decline, in part due to injuries to the pitching staff, poor drafting, reaches in free agency and trades that brought in players who were a poor fit for a franchise trying desperately to hold on to past glory. This was on full display in 1985 when the team signed outfielders Fred Lynn and Lee Lacy and reliever/closer Don Aase and traded for second baseman Alan Wiggins.

For those that followed the team—either as fans or media—it was frustrating to see the team struggle to adjust to the changing landscape of Major League Baseball in the 1980s. Observers felt the front office and ownership lacked an understanding of free agency and their inability to develop home-grown talent, which took an obvious toll on the franchise.

“Part of the Orioles’ struggles began when they took chances on free agency that just did not pan out like they expected,” said sportscaster Roy Firestone. “Players like Lee Lacy, Fred Lynn, and Alan Wiggins signed with the team and just were not able to produce like they had with their previous teams. Then, with many of the up-and-coming scouts leaving for other teams, the Orioles just didn’t draft and sign players like they had in the past. That takes its toll on the farm system over time.”

Lynn was thirty-three years old when he signed as a free agent after spending four seasons with the California Angels. A nine-time All-Star, Lynn was still a bona fide power hitter when he arrived in Baltimore. However, injuries limited him to no more than 124 games in any of his three-plus seasons with the Orioles. He was also not the same fielder that won four Gold Gloves between 1975 and 1980, when he was at his best as a member of the Boston Red Sox.

Lacy was another free agent who had seen better days by the time the Orioles signed the then thirty-seven-year-old. Lacy, who spent the previous six years with the Pittsburgh Pirates, was among the eleven players suspended by Major League Baseball after testifying before a Pittsburgh grand jury that led to a series of drug trials and exposed the cocaine use of many players during that time.

Lacy averaged 112 games a season for the Orioles from 1985 to 1987, with a high of 130 games in 1986. By 1986 he agreed to take drug tests, perform community service, and pay an estimated fine of more than $34,000 rather than be suspended for sixty days for being connected with illegal drugs.

“I’m glad it’s behind me,” Lacy told reporters on March 2, 1986, regarding the drug issues. “I’m looking forward to helping the Orioles win a pennant. Any time anyone says they’re going to take some of your money, it hurts.”

Aase signed a four-year, $2.4 million contract with the Orioles in 1985. The 6-foot-3 right hander had experienced decent success in the majors for the Boston Red Sox and California Angels before signing with the Orioles. He was brought in to be the closer with long-time Oriole Tippy Martinez’s career winding down.

After an up-and-down year in 1985, which included allowing seven runs in a 12–0 loss against the Red Sox in June, Aase had the best year of his career in 1986. Even though he had a losing record (6–7), he had a 2.98 ERA and 34 saves, which was an Orioles team record at that point. He was selected to the All-Star team and recorded a save after getting San Francisco Giant Chris Brown to hit into a double play in the bottom of the ninth at the old Houston Astrodome. Aase even ended up winning the Orioles MVP award that season.

That season would represent the high point in Aase’s career. Injuries would soon take their toll on him not long after the All-Star Game. The first setback was a back injury in August 1986, which occurred while lifting his then-four-year-old son. He then missed most of the 1987 season due to shoulder surgery and was limited to just 35 appearances with a 4.05 ERA and no saves in 1988. In his final two seasons with the Orioles, he pitched just 54 2/3 innings and recorded just two saves in 42 appearances.

Arguably no acquisition was more risky and tragic than that of Wiggins. Originally drafted by the California Angels as the eighth overall pick of the 1977 MLB Amateur Draft out of Pasadena City College, Wiggins would be released about a year later after reportedly being involved in a fight with one of his coaches. He would later sign with the Los Angeles Dodgers before the San Diego Padres selected him in the 1980 Rule 5 Draft.

Despite being one of the better base runners in the game, Wiggins struggled with drug addiction—which included using cocaine, an addiction that was quite prevalent at the time. By 1983, Wiggins was entrenched as the Padres’ leadoff hitter in a season when he batted .276 and stole 66 bases, which was good enough for second in the National League.2 He was even named the team’s Most Valuable Player.

By 1984, Wiggins, who moved to second base, became a catalyst in helping the Padres advance to the World Series. That season, he finished second in the National League with 106 runs scored to go along with his 70 stolen bases. The following season should have represented the continuation of a great career for Wiggins, who signed a four-year contract extension worth nearly $3 million. However, it instead represented the beginning of his descent—both professionally and personally.

Wiggins suffered a knee injury during spring training in 1985, which caused him to miss the first five games of the season. He was soon suspended by the Padres following a relapse into cocaine addiction. He followed that by going through a drug rehabilitation program before being traded on June 27, 1985, to the Orioles for pitchers Roy Lee Jackson and Richard Caldwell.

In 76 games for the Orioles in 1985, Wiggins showed flashes of his talent, but never lived up to his past potential as he batted .285 with 30 stolen bases and 43 runs scored. His production slipped further in 1986 when he batted .251 with 21 stolen bases and 30 runs scored.

By 1987, the Orioles’ patience with Wiggins grew thin and he split his time between second base and later designated hitter with the promotion of Billy Ripken. Wiggins received an indefinite suspension from Major League Baseball on September 1, 1987, for what was initially reported as a behavior issue, but is believed to be for a positive drug test. He was released soon after, despite the team having to pay most of his salary for the 1988 season.



OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

ssssss
llllllllll





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
“I covered all 21 losses during the unforgettable 0-21 start by
the 1988 Orioles. Ron Snyder brought back a lot of memories,
good and bad, in his fascinating book, A Season to Forget.”
—TIM KURKJIAN, senior writer, analyst, ESPN

THE STORY OF THE
1988 BALTIMORE ORIOLES

RON SNYDER






OEBPS/Images/half.jpg
to Forget





