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Introduction


In this book, you will begin your walk on the Path to Pagan Priesthood. It is not a short or easy journey. There is much to be learned. Some of what you read, you may already have an understanding of, but it is provided here to help you understand its value and add to your knowledge as you grow.


Much of what you will learn on this road comes from many different Paths. This is done to allow you, as a member of the Clergy, to be better rounded and to provide you with a better understanding of the many belief systems around you.


It is not the intention of this course to teach a single-minded system, but rather to enlighten the student to the fact that all Paths have merit.


Take what you learn here to heart. Know that this road is one that leads to a great responsibility. The general public holds you, as a member of the Clergy, to a much higher standard. Your knowledge and the presentation of yourself are reflections on your chosen Path.


Namaste









Phase One










Simple Beginnings




Just as a candle cannot burn without fire, men cannot live without a spiritual life.


Buddha





The decision to travel the Path to Clergy is not one to be taken lightly. It is a Path of challenges, self-examination and constant learning. As a member of the Clergy, you will be a leader, a teacher, a confidant and a guide. These roles require a deep-seated commitment and a strong desire for self-growth.


The lessons contained in this book are designed to familiarize you with the basic ideas and tenets of Wiccan philosophy. You will be provided the information needed to become a 1st Degree Priest/Priestess in our Alliance. Upon completion of your studies there will be a written test based on the material you have learned, followed by an oral interview with the Alliance Directorship. Successful completion of all phases is required to be granted initiation into the 1st Degree Clergy.










Core Subjects


As a 1st Degree Priest/Priestess, you are required to have a basic knowledge of certain ideals, tenets and documents that are a large part of the Tradition’s philosophy. As a member of the Priesthood, you may be called upon to help others learn and grow. The ability to speak clearly on these subjects is quite important and, as such, must be committed to your heart and mind. These subjects are as follows:




•  The Wiccan Rede


•  Grounding and centering


•  Altar Tools and their meaning


•  Associated Altar tools


•  The Altar


•  Deity













The Wiccan Rede


Full Version






Bide within the Law you must, in perfect Love and perfect Trust. Live you must and let to live, fairly take and fairly give. For tread the Circle thrice about to keep unwelcome spirits out. To bind the spell well every time, let the spell be said in rhyme. Light of eye and soft of touch, speak you little, listen much. Honor the Old Ones in deed and name, let love and light be our guides again. Deosil go by the waxing moon, chanting out the joyful tune. Widdershins go when the moon doth wane, and the werewolf howls by the dread wolfsbane. When the Lady’s moon is new, kiss the hand to Her times two. When the moon rides at Her peak, then your heart’s desire seek. Heed the North wind’s mighty gale, lock the door and trim the sail. When the wind blows from the East, expect the new and set the feast. When the wind comes from the South, love will kiss you on the mouth. When the wind whispers from the West, all hearts will find peace and rest. Nine woods in the Cauldron go, burn them fast and burn them slow. Birch in the fire goes to represent what the Lady knows. Oak in the forest towers with might, in the fire it brings the God’s insight. Rowan is a tree of power causing life and magick to flower. Willows at the waterside stand ready to help us to the Summerland. Hawthorn is burned to purify and to draw faerie to your eye. Hazel, the tree of wisdom and learning, adds its strength to the bright fire burning. White are the flowers of Apple tree that brings us fruits of fertility. Grapes grow upon the vine giving us both joy and wine. Fir does mark the evergreen to represent immortality seen. Elder is the Lady’s tree, burn it not or cursed you’ll be. Four times the Major Sabbats mark in the light and in the dark. As the old year starts to wane the new begins, it’s now Samhain. When the time for Imbolc shows watch for flowers through the snows. When the wheel begins to turn soon the Beltane fires will burn. As the wheel turns to Lamas night power is brought to magick rite. Four times the Minor Sabbats fall, use the Sun to mark them all. When the wheel has turned to Yule light the log the Horned One rules. In the spring, when night equals day, time for Ostara to come our way. When the Sun has reached its height, time for Oak and Holly to fight. Harvesting comes to one and all when the Autumn Equinox does fall. Heed the flower, bush, and tree by the Lady blessed you’ll be. Where the rippling waters go cast a stone, the truth you’ll know. When you have and hold a need, harken not to others’ greed. With a fool no season spend or be counted as his friend. Merry Meet and Merry Part, bright the cheeks and warm the heart. Mind the Three-fold Laws you should, three times bad and three times good. When misfortune is enow wear the star upon your brow. Be true in love this you must do unless your love is false to you. These Eight words the Rede fulfill: ‘An Ye Harm None, Do What Ye Will’.





As you read and learn this, ask yourself; what is the meaning? In what part of my life as a member of the Priesthood will these words best serve the Tradition and myself? The version used by most followers of the Path is the one shown here. It was first published by Doreen Valiente after a speech that contained it. Many will argue that the Rede is much older, that there are many instances of this document’s wording found in literature that pre-date her publishing of it. The Rede is a poem written to make the basic ideas of the Pagan philosophy more readily understood. It is based on ideals and tenets that are much older. You must remember that the Rede was written at a time when England had just repealed the old witchcraft laws and many were still concerned about this. As a poem instead of a set of rules, the Rede was looked at as more of a literary work by the mainstream population of the time.


The Rede teaches us that we are free to choose what we do in our life, but cautions us to think before acting. Each must ask themselves; can my actions or words have a harmful effect? This harm does not have to be immediate; it may present itself down the road of life. When we speak of harm, we are not limiting the word to another person; but to all things including ourselves. If, in the course of your contemplation, you feel your action or inaction can do harm then would it be prudent to do what you were planning or take a different course of action?


The rule of three speaks of what most know as karmic return. This statement does not mean you will get back three times what you have sent out (good or bad), but rather it implies that you will, over a period of time (perhaps lifetimes), receive the equivalent of what you have done until Deity determines you have learned your lesson or have been given the proper reward for your actions.


Throughout the Rede, the words speak of honor, honesty and compassion. These tenets should be held most high in all you do or say. It also tells us that we should always strive to learn and grow. No one person can ever know or understand everything, school is always in session.


As a Tradition, we strive to follow the principles set forth in the Rede, as members of the Priesthood; we must demonstrate the Rede in our day-to-day lives. It is our job to lead through example and, by simply following the Rede, we are well on our way to being good custodians of the Wiccan Faith.










Grounding and Centering


As is taught in the Introduction to Wicca, grounding and centering are vital tools for clearing our minds and bodies of negative energy and focusing our energies to any given task. It allows us to achieve a state of calm that will help us enter a higher state of consciousness. This higher consciousness gives us the key to using the energies found both within ourselves and in all things around us.


On the Path to Priesthood, we begin to learn to use these outer and inner energies in a much more physical way. It becomes much less of a mental exercise to aid us in our endeavors and becomes a tool allowing us to progress along a magickal path as well as giving us the ability to teach in a more positive manner.


This process also allows us to be much more effective in divination and is absolutely necessary for being used as an oracle. A lack of focus or a distracted mind will cause an inaccurate divination, which could actually end up doing harm. Keep this in the forefront of your mind.


There are numerous ways to accomplish grounding and centering, as is taught in the Introduction to Wicca. Simply choose what works best for you and proceed. Visualize an image of energy growing in your mind until it manifests itself on the physical plane (many use a lit candle to direct their focus in this process). See it flowing into and through you. This will allow you to feel and see the cleansing energies flow through you, drawing off all negativity down through your body and entering the ground beneath you, allowing the energies of the Earth to charge them for later use.


As you are in the process of the visualization to aid you in Grounding, allow the energy you have called upon to help remove the mundane from your mind. In doing this, your mind will be able to better focus on the tasks ahead and aid you in being successful in your endeavors. At the end of this Phase of learning, you will find practice techniques to aid you in the process of Grounding and Centering. Ultimately you may develop a style, which will fit you more readily. This is the beginning of growth within the Path you have chosen to follow.


Grounding and centering are not just tools for ritual practice; they are tools you can use in your day-to-day life to aid you in anything you must do. The increase in focus you receive from these techniques will work positively for you in a multitude of ways.










Altar Tools and Their Meanings


There are many things that a Priest can use and place on their Altar, in this section; we will describe the essentials and their meanings. The tools you place on your Altar should be cleansed and charged prior to their first use and occasionally recharged to keep them clear of negative energy. (A cleansing Ritual can be found at the end of this phase).


Each tool you choose should be special to you as a Priest, a gift from someone, a found item that spoke out to you, etc. Using these kinds of tools will enhance the energies within your space and will aid in banishing negativity from the Circle. Any of the tools mentioned in this section will contain more of your personal energy if they are made by your own hand. If you have the talent to do this, it is recommended that you do. That does not mean that commercially obtained tools will not work, they will do just fine.


Athame


The Athame is the primary tool of the Witch. It symbolizes the God and is therefore considered masculine in nature. It can be used to call the Circle, allows the Witch to create a doorway to safely leave the Circle without first closing it. It can be used to close the Circle and is used in many spells and incantations. It is a blade or knife, but it may never be used to cut anything and should be protected at all costs. It is not necessary for this blade to have a sharp edge, in fact; a blunt edge may even be preferable. Your Athame may be commercially produced or made by the user. Obviously, making it yourself will imbue it with your own essence. This will allow the blade to be in tune with you. This tool can be made of wood, stone, metal or any combination of these materials. Basically, this item is essentially a medium to long-bladed knife. Usually, the hilt (handle) is black. This is significant, because it demonstrates a blending of all of the primary colors. That allows the blade to absorb and store energies for later use. Whether you choose to buy it commercially or make it yourself, the blade must be charged and blessed. This blade has a very deep symbolic nature and should be stored in a manner that does not allow it to make contact with any of your other Altar tools.


Boline


The Boline is simply a knife that may be used for cutting objects that will be used in rituals, spells, etc. Its edge should be kept quite sharp so as to not tear that which is to be cut (the sharpening stone for this tool should be used for no other purpose than sharpening the Boline). This tool may never be used to cut anything living; it must never be used to draw blood or touch blood in any way and must be purified and charged just as the Athame.


It must never be used outside of its designated purpose, to do so would damage the purification and charging. The blade’s primary use is to cut plants or other things to be used in Magickal practice and Rituals (herbs, plants, etc.).


Your Boline can be any commercially available small knife with a fixed blade. It may be any type of knife you choose, be it double-edged, single-edged, curved or straight; but it should never have a serrated edge. The color of the hilt should not be black as in the Athame. It need not be fancy as it is merely a cutting tool and requires nothing special other than being charged and purified.


Chalice


The Chalice is symbolic of the Goddess and is considered a feminine form. It embodies nurturing and fertility. It may be used for offering a gift to Goddess for her presence within your Circle as well as a part of many rituals.


This tool may be made of glass, metal or any other material capable of containing liquids. As with anything, it must be charged and blessed, and never used for any purpose outside Ritual.


In storage, regardless of the material it is made from, it should be wrapped and not made to make actual contact with any of the other tools. The Chalice, like the Athame, is of a special nature and should be handled with special care and the respect due their symbolic nature.


Cauldron/Thurible


This will usually cause a person to imagine a large black metal pot boiling away on the fire, but that is not so in this case. This item would be a small fireproof container used for the burning of incense. Incense represents the Element of Air and should always be present during Ritual. The container you choose should be appropriate to the type of incense you are using (cone, powder, etc.), so as not to cause a fire on the Altar. You should not consider the embers of the incense as representing the Element of Fire, it is merely the transmission device for the smoke of the incense, which represents the Element Air.


Two Elemental Bowls


In these you place salt in one, representing the Element Earth and in the other water, obviously representing the Element Water. You need not put much in either bowl, as waste is offensive to Goddess. In many Rituals (most in fact), the water is blended with the salt and asperged around the Circle to cleanse the area of any negativity that has entered the sacred space with the attendees.


Candles


Two candles (in appropriate holders) should always be present on the Altar. They serve a dual purpose. They can represent the Element Fire and are also symbolic of the Goddess and God. These candles are a representation of the presence of Deity at your Ritual. If at all possible, once lit, the candles should be allowed to burn themselves out naturally. In the event this is not practical, you should use a candle snuffer. Blowing out a Ritual candle has long been considered disrespectful to both the Goddess and God.


You may add other items of meaning to your Altar, but these are the tools that should never be left out. They are extremely important to raising and containing the energies of your Circle and aiding in successful Ritual.
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