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Cash Money Records artists Lil Wayne and Nicki Minaj arrive at the 2011 Grammy Awards ceremony in Los Angeles. The success of Lil Wayne’s album Tha Carter III helped make Cash Money Records a major player in the hip-hop world.
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The Rise of the South


Fans did whatever they could to get a glimpse of Lil Wayne. They climbed over fences. They scrambled onto the roof. They knew he would be rapping “Lollipop,” “A Milli,” and other hits from his incredibly popular album Tha Carter III at the House of Blues in Los Angeles. Energy and excitement would roll through the club when he strutted onstage, and they wanted to be part of it.


The croaky voice of Lil Wayne was creating a frenzy with a sum-mertime club appearance that was of part of a stellar year for the rapper. Tha Carter IIIsold 1 million copies in a single week. “Lollipop” topped Billboard’s chart of the songs. Fans found his tracks online and packed nas to see his live performances. Lil Wayne was the biggest rapper of the year in 2008, and the hard working entertainer showed no signs of slowing down. His rise to the top was even more impressive when fans considered where he came from.


ROOTED IN NEW ORLEANS


Lil Wayne is a native of New Orleans. He is the biggest star of Cash Money Records. Lil Wayne grew up in the city’s 17th Ward, in a poor, tough neighborhood. Drugs, guns and crime were part of his environment. He faced temptations and Fast fact challenges everyday, but also found inspiration for his raps there.






FAST FACT


Lil Wayne’s real name is there. Dwayne Michael Carter Jr.





As difficult as his surroundings were, they were not the only challenge Lil Wayne faced as he made his way to the top of the charts. He grew up in a city more famous for its jazz music than its rappers. In the mid-1990s, Wayne was a young teen and just getting started with his rap career at Cash Money. At that time, rap music was focused on the East and West coasts. Record companies such as Bad Boy Records in New York City and Death Row Records in Los Angeles dominated the music that was released. Southern-based Cash Money was a rap music outsider. Respect and recognition were slow to come its way.




BOUNCING TO THE BEAT


While Southern rap music was not well-known nationwide in the 1980s and ‘90s, it had a strong regional following. It was based on a style of music called bounce. Bounce’s energetic rhymes were chanted in call-and-answer style. The artists would deliver a rhyme and invite the audience to respond with a one or two-line refrain.




BOUNCE EVOLVES


Bounce music began appearing at block parties in New Orleans in the 1980s. Most early bounce was built on an extended sample of music from the 1985 song “Drag Rap” by the Showboys, which also became known by the name “Triggerman.”


The beat of bounce music also reflects the rhythms of second-line parades that are part of New Orleans’ music history. These parades include a brass band and people dancing in the street, often with umbrellas and handkerchiefs. They are called second line parades because they follow the main line that is sponsoring the parade.


As the popularity of live bounce music performances grew, local producers began to record and sell the songs. The first bounce song to be recorded and sold was “Where Dey At” by New Orleans MC T.T. Tucker and producer DJ Irv. It was released in 1991 and sold on cassette to a local audience. Other early bounce recordings include “It’s Jimi” by DJ Jimi, and “Do the Jubilee” by DJ Jubilee, which was released in 1995.
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Bounce music draws on the sound of New Orleans bands.
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Cash Money Records founders Bryan “Baby” Williams (left) and Ronald “Slim” Williams attend a 2011 event in New York City.









Audiences responded to bounce music’s strong baseline and danceable beat. Some bounce songs included an element of local pride, with shout-outs to neighborhoods in New Orleans where the music had emerged. “Everybody was scared to talk about wards and projects in New Orleans,” said bounce musician Gregory D. “Not me. I wanted to put the city on the map and represent New Orleans.”


Bounce music lyrics emphasized bragging, arrogance and sexual prowess, and the music was also controversial. The explicit sexual nature of the lyrics offended some listeners. Some bounce songs were banned from school dances.


However, a number of local producers found an audience for bounce recordings. One of these was Cash Money Records. Founded by Bryan “Baby” Williams and Ronald “Slim” Williams, the label began recording local artists.
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