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  Introduction

  Hope takes a thousand different forms. It can be as simple as a young child wishing for a birthday present or as broad and global as a conscious desire for more peace in a world that desperately needs more people bridging the sometimes vast differences between nations and cultures.

  Hope can be personal, political, religious, local, international, or, connected to the outcome of a life or love or a sports event or a lottery. A number of the authors in this book strongly note the differences between the “hope” that is possible, that is rooted in one’s own abilities to affect the outcome, and the hope that is related to mere chance.

  Hope can animate challenge and invigorate a life and sometimes lead to false hopes or even delusions. You’ll find these and many more examples of hopes in this little collection, as well as a few examples that resist fitting into any category. All, we hope, will help you understand this universal activity of the human mind more wisely.

  —Nick Lyons and Tony Lyons
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  Growing Up

  Never let go of hope. One day you will see that it all has finally come together. What you have always wished for has finally come to be. You will look back and laugh at what has passed and you will ask yourself. . . “How did I get through all of that?”

  —ANONYMOUS

  • • •

  Young people have an almost biological destiny to be hopeful.

  —MARSHALL GANZ

  • • •

  Listen to the mustn’ts, child. Listen to the don’ts. Listen to the shouldn’ts, the impossibles, the won’ts. Listen to the never haves, then listen close to me. . . . Anything can happen, child. Anything can be.

  —SHEL SILYERSTEIN

  • • •

  Maybe everyone can live beyond what they’re capable of.

  —MARKUS ZUSAK, I AM THE MESSENGER

  • • •

  A baby is God’s opinion that the world should go on.

  —CARL SANDBURG

  • • •

  It’s the children the world almost breaks who grow up to save it.

  —FRANK WARREN

  • • •

  We pass through this world but once. Few tragedies can be more extensive than the stunting of life, few injustices deeper than the denial of an opportunity to strive or even to hope, by a limit imposed from without, but falsely identified as lying within.

  —STEPHEN JAY GOULD, THE MISMEASVRE OF MAN

  • • •

  With every mistake, we must surely be learning.

  —GEORGE HARRISON

  • • •

  The first duty of a man is to think for himself.

  —JOSÉ MARTÍ

  • • •

  I’m inspired by the love people have for their children. And I’m inspired by my own children, how full they make my heart. They make me want to work to make the world a little bit better. And they make me want to be a better man.

  —BARACK OBAMA

  • • •

  Then you must teach my daughter this same lesson. How to lose your innocence but not your hope. How to laugh forever.

  —AMY TAN, THE JOY LUCK CLUB

  • • •

  in a woman’s womb.

  another chance.

  to make the world better.

  —ELLEN HOPKINS, BURNED

  • • •
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  Hopes are like hair ornaments. Girls want to wear too many of them. When they become old women they look silly wearing even one.

  —ARTHUR GOLDEN, MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA

  • • •

  Ask yourself these three questions, Tatiana Metanova, and you will know who you are. Ask: What do believe in? What do you hope for? What do you love?

  —PAULLINA SIMONS, THE BRONZE HORSEMAN

  • • •

  Have you ever hoped for something? And held out for it against all the odds? Until everything you did was ridiculous?

  —ALI SHAW, THE GIRL WITH GLASS FEET

  • • •

  I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I want to be, I am not what I hope to be in another world; but still I am not what I once used to be, and by the grace of God I am what I am.

  —JOHN NEWTON

  • • •

  We never know when our last day on Earth will be. So, love with full sincerity, believe with true faith, and hope with all of your might. Better to have lived in truth and discovered life than to have lived half-heartedly and died long before you ever ceased breathing.

  —CRISTINA MARRERO

  • • •

  We all give up great expectations along the way.

  —CARLOS RUIZ ZAFóN, THE ANGEL’S GAME

  • • •

  An extraterrestrial being, newly arrived on Earth—scrutinizing what we mainly present to our children in television, radio, movies, newspapers, magazines, the comics, and many books—might easily conclude that we are intent on teaching them murder, rape, cruelty, superstition, credulity, and consumerism. . . What kind of society could we create if, instead, we drummed into them science and a sense of hope?

  —CARL SAGAN, THE DEMON-HAUNTED WORLD: SCIENCE AS A CANDLE IN THE DARK

  • • •

  Time has taught me not to lose hope, yet not to trust too much in hope either.

  —CARLOS RUIZ ZAFóN

  • • •

  [image: image]

  Fairy tales do not tell children that dragons exist. Children already know that dragons exist. Fairy tales tell children that dragons can be killed.

  —G. K. CHESTERTON

  • • •

  Imagine that you are more than nothing. Evil made you, but you are no more evil than a child unborn. If you want, if you seek, if you hope, who is to say that your hope might not be answered?

  —DEAN KOONTZ, DEAD AND ALIVE

  • • •

  I hope suffering don’t exist.

  —DAVID LEYITHAN, DASH & LILY’S BOOK OF DARES

  • • •

  Let the children have their night of fun and laughter. Let the gifts of Father Christmas delight their play. Let us grown-ups share to the full in their unstinted pleasures before we turn again to the stern task and the formidable years that lie before us, resolved that, by our sacrifice and daring, these same children shall not be robbed of their inheritance or denied their right to live in a free and decent world.

  —WINSTON CHURCHILL CHRISTMAS EYE MESSAGE, 1941, AS QUOTED IN IN THE DARK STREETS SHINETH, DAVID MCCULLOUGH

  • • •

  There I was, waiting, afraid I’d never experience the kind of joy yet to come, but hoping for it just the same.

  —ELIZABETH BERG, THE YEAR OF PLEASURES

  • • •

  The thought of our past years in me doth breed Perpetual benediction: not indeed For that which is most worthy to be blest— Delight and liberty, the simple creed Of Childhood, whether busy or at rest, With new-fledged hope still fluttering in his breast.

  —WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

  • • •

  Your emotional state has a tremendous amount to do with sickness, health, and well-being. For years, my husband and I lived on—and because of—hope. Hope continues to give me the mental strength to carry on.

  —DANA REEVE

  • • •

  Until we lose ourselves there is no hope of finding ourselves.

  —HENRY MILLER

  • • •

  Hope is a seed that grows inside us from the moment we are born.

  —J. D. WILLD

  • • •

  He had that sense, or inward prophecy,—which a young man had better never have been born than not to have, and a mature man had better die at once than utterly to relinquish,—that we are not doomed to creep on forever in the old bad way, but that, this very now, there are harbingers abroad of a golden era, to be accomplished in his own lifetime.

  —NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE, THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES

  • • •

  Hope is the last thing that dies. Maybe because hope is one of those dratted things that is truly, honestly, genuinely immortal.

  —VERA NAZARIAN, THE PERPETUAL CALENDAR OF INSPIRATION

  • • •

  Death is more merciful than hope itself! There is nothing surprising in this, for death is divinely appointed, while hope is the creation of human folly. Both end in frustration. Am I destined to lead a life of endless frustration?

  —NAGUIB MAHFOUZ, THE BEGINNING AND THE END

  • • •

  I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin, Hoping to cease not till Death.

  —WALT WHITMAN, SONG OF MYSELF

  • • •

  Woe is the man whose heart has not learned while young to hope, to love, and to put trust in life.

  —JOSEPH CONRAD

  • • •

  Man wants to live but it is useless to hope that this will dictate all of his actions.

  —ALBERT CAMUS

  • • •

  Sometimes at dusk, when you were trying to relax and not think of the general stagnation, the Garbage God would gather a handful of those choked-off morning hopes and dangle them somewhere just out of reach; they would hang in the breeze and make a sound like delicate glass bells, reminding you of something you never quite got hold of, and never would.

  —HUNTER S. THOMPSON

  • • •
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  I hope you live a life you are proud of. If you find that you’re not, I hope you have the strength to start all over again.

  —F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

  • • •

  How wrong Emily Dickinson was! Hope is not “the thing with feathers.” The thing with feathers has turned out to be my nephew. I must take him to a specialist in Zurich.

  —WOODY ALLEN

  • • •

  She thought it would be detestable to be afraid or ashamed. She had an infinite hope that she would never do anything wrong.

  —HENRY JAMES
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