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Carlos peña signs a contract with the Tampa Bay Rays for $7.25 million.


2012


Peña plays in the All-Star gameand the Home-Run Derby.


2009


Peña wins the Gold Glove award.


2008


Peña is named the American league comeback player of the year.


2007


Peña plays in the major leagues for the first time.


2001


The Texas rangers sign a contract with peña.


1998


Carlos peña is born in Santo Domingo.


1978
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Chapter 1


BASEBALL, THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND CARLOS PEÑA


Carlos Peña has done amazing things in his ten years in Major League. He’s won awards and played in great games. Peña’s been chosen to play in the All-Star game. He’s played in the World Series. He’s played on teams across the United States and made millions of dollars.


Fans know Peña as a great player who works hard. He has plenty of natural talent. But Carlos Peña had something else important to his credit—he was born into the rich baseball culture of the Dominican Republic. He grew up surrounded by his nation’s love of this sport, and that love helped make him the dynamite player he is today. But he also had to overcome many challenges.
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The History of Dominican Baseball


Historians aren’t exactly sure how baseball first came to the island, but they know it’s been there since at least 1880. Americans brought the game of baseball to the Caribbean in the mid-1860s when U.S. business interests grew in Cuba, one of the Dominican Republic’s neighbors. Then, between 1868 and 1878, many Cubans fled their country during the 10 Years’ War. Many of them ended up in the Dominican Republic. They brought the game of baseball with them—and it caught on fast!
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