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CHRONOLOGY



1980

[image: Image]



JANUARY

2: Hulk Hogan defeats Ben Ortiz and Angelo Gomez in a Handicap match.

FEBRUARY

17:World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund defeats Ken Patera via countout. Pat Patterson was special guest referee.

MARCH

23:The Wild Samoans defeat Ivan Putski and Tito Santana for World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

APRIL

1:Ken Patera defeats Pat Patterson for World Wrestling Federation Intercontinental Championship to become the second Intercontinental Champion in World Wrestling Federation history.

MAY

27:World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund defends the title against “The American Dream” Dusty Rhodes in Osaka, Japan.

JUNE

2:World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund, Andre the Giant & Tito Santana face Antonio Inoki, Riki Choshu & Kengo Kimura in Hamamatsu, Japan.

16: Hulk Hogan defeats Gorilla Monsoon in front of a sell-out Madison Square Garden crowd.

JULY

18: Hulk Hogan wins a sixteen-man battle royal at the Civic Arena in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

AUGUST

3:World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund defeats Florida Champion Don Muraco.

9: Showdown at Shea: Over 36,000 fans pack Shea Stadium to see Andre the Giant vs. Hulk Hogan, Pedro Morales & Bob Backlund vs. the Wild Samoans, and Bruno Sammartino vs. Larry Zbyszko in a steel cage!

SEPTEMBER

22:In the historic World Wrestling Federation/National Wrestling Association supercard, a capacity Madison Square Garden crowd witnesses World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund defeat NWA Champion Harley Race via disqualification.

30: World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion Bob Backlund defends the championship against the unpredictable Stan “The Lariat” Hansen in Tokyo, Japan.

OCTOBER

20:Dusty Rhodes & Pat Patterson defeat World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Champions the Wild Samoans in a Best-Two-Out-of-Three Falls match via referee’s decision.

NOVEMBER

8: Rick Martel & Tony Garea defeat World Wrestling Federation Tag Team Champions the Wild Samoans when Martel gets the pin with a sunset flip.

DECEMBER

8:Pedro Morales defeats Ken Patera to capture the Intercontinental Championship. Morales became the first Superstar in World Wrestling Federation history to hold World Wrestling Federation World, Intercontinental, and Tag Team titles, which today is known as “The Triple Crown.”

1981

[image: Image]



JANUARY

14: Hulk Hogan defeats Angelo Gomez and Steve King in a Handicap match.

FEBRUARY

15:World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund, Intercontinental Champion Pedro Morales & S. D. Jones vs. the Moondogs & Capt. Lou Albano.

MARCH

8:Bruno Sammartino defeats Sgt. Slaughter.

APRIL

23:The first ever meeting between Tiger Mask and Dynamite Kid in Sumo Hall in Tokyo, Japan.

MAY

2:Killer Khan leaps onto Andre the Giant from the top rope and breaks his ankle. This ignites a bitter feud that ends in a Stretcher match.

4: Sgt. Slaughter meets Pat Patterson in a no-holds-barred Alley Fight match after Slaughter attacks Patterson during the $10,000 Cobra Clutch Challenge two months earlier.

JUNE

1: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund, Dusty Rhodes & Antonio Inoki defeat Stan Hansen, Hulk Hogan & Bobby Duncum in a Best-Two-Out-of-Three Falls match in Okayama, Japan.

JULY

11: World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund defeats George “The Animal” Steele in the Boston Garden.

AUGUST

24: Andre the Giant defeats Killer Khan in a Texas Death match. Pat Patterson and Gorilla Monsoon are special guest referees.

SEPTEMBER

21: Mr. Fuji and Mr. Saito co-win a twenty-man battle royal in Madison Square Garden. Other participants included Pedro Morales, Curt Hennig, Killer Khan, Tony Garea, Rick Martel, S. D. Jones, and Mil Mascaras.

OCTOBER

9: Andre the Giant defeats Killer Khan in a Stretcher match; World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund fights Intercontinental Champion Don Muraco to a sixty-minute draw.

NOVEMBER

23: Pedro Morales defeats Don Muraco in a Texas Death match for the Intercontinental title after he hits Muraco with his own foreign object.

DECEMBER

5: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund defeats Don Muraco in a Steel Cage match when he escapes through the door as Muraco’s head is entangled in the ropes.
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JANUARY

1:Japan’s Tiger Mask defeats Dynamite Kid for the vacant World Wrestling Federation Junior Heavyweight Championship. This is the first of two title reigns for the future Japanese legend.

6: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund & Intercontinental Champion Pedro Morales defeat Jesse “The Body” Ventura & Adrian Adonis via countout.

FEBRUARY

15: World Wrestling Federation Intercontinental Champion Pedro Morales defeats Greg Valentine in a Brass Knuckles Alley Fight with Ivan Putski as special guest referee.

MARCH

7: The Cadillac tournament from Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens sees Jimmy Valiant defeat Jesse Ventura in the finals.

APRIL

26: Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka defeats World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund via disqualification when Backlund refuses to break a chokehold. After the match, Snuka leaps from the top rope, and Backlund has to be carried out on a stretcher.

MAY

26: Hulk Hogan appears in Rocky III alongside Sylvester Stallone as Thunderlips.

JUNE

26: “Mr. USA” Tony Atlas wins a twenty-man Over the Top Rope battle royal in Philadelphia’s Spectrum. Other participants are Pedro Morales, Greg Valentine, Blackjack Mulligan, the Strongbows, Ivan Putski, Stan Hansen, Adrian Adonis, and more.

28: Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka dives off the top of the steel cage during his title match against World Champion Bob Backlund, who moves out of the way and crawls out the cage door and on to victory.

JULY

4: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund fights NWA Champion Ric Flair to a double countout in Atlanta’s Omni.

13: Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito defeated World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Champions The Strongbows in a Best-Two-Out-of-Three Falls.

AUGUST

11: World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backhand defeats International Champion Billy Robinson.

30: World Wrestling Federation Junior Heavyweight Champion Tiger Mask pins Dynamite Kid. This is the Madison Square Garden debut for both Superstars.

SEPTEMBER

18: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund pins Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka in Philadelphia’s Spectrum. After the bout, Backlund and Snuka shake hands. “Superfly” shakes Arnold Skaaland’s hand as well as the referee’s before Backlund gives him his towel, which reads “World Wrestling Federation Champion.” S. D. Jones is the special guest referee.

OCTOBER

4: The Strongbows defeat Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito for World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship in a Best-Two-Out-of-Three Falls.

NOVEMBER

22: World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund defeats returning former champion Superstar Billy Graham at Madison Square Garden.

DECEMBER

28: Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka meets with Ray “Crippler” Stevens in New York City’s Madison Square Garden. This match solidifies the “Superfly” as a bona fide fan favorite.
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JANUARY

22: The Magnificent Muraco pins Intercontinental Champion Pedro Morales when Morales’s injured knee gives out on him as he attempts a bodyslam.

FEBRUARY

18: Andre the Giant & Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka defeat the Wild Samoans in Madison Square Garden when Snuka leaps off Andre’s shoulders and onto Sika for the pinfall.

MARCH

5: Andre the Giant wins a battle royal in San Diego, California.

12: Andre the Giant wins a twenty-man $10,000 battle royal. Some participants are Big John Studd, the Wild Samoans, Rocky Johnson, Chief Jay Strongbow, and Pedro Morales.

APRIL

25: Andre the Giant beats “Big” John Studd via countout. Studd escapes a scoop slam attempt from Andre and leaves the ring.

MAY

15: The teacher and the student team up as Fabulous Moolah & Leilani Kai face Princess Victoria & Susan Starr.

JUNE

3: World Wrestling Federation Champion Bob Backlund defeats former champion “Russian Bear” Ivan Koloff.

JULY

11: Andre the Giant defeats “Big” John Studd in a Steel Cage match in the Meadowlands.

16: World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion Bob Backlund pins George “The Animal” Steele in 58 seconds.

AUGUST

29: Andre the Giant defeats “Big” John Studd in a $10,000 Bodyslam rematch at the LA Sports Arena.

SEPTEMBER

24: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Bob Backlund defeats Sgt. Slaughter in a Texas Death match.

OCTOBER

17: World Wrestling Federation Intercontinental Champion Don Muraco defeats Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka in a Steel Cage match. After the match Snuka leaps off the top of the cage onto the bloodied, fallen champion. The fans at Madison Square Garden go berserk.

NOVEMBER

23: Pedro Morales makes history once again, defeating the Magnificent Muraco to become the first two-time Intercontinental Champion.

DECEMBER

1: The first ever official World Wrestling Federation magazine, titled Victory, hits newsstands.

26: Iron Sheik defeats Bob Backlund when “Golden Boy” Arnold Skaaland throws in the towel to end the match. Technically, Backlund was never pinned, nor did he give up.
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JANUARY

7: “Mean” Gene Okerlund makes his World Wrestling Federation television debut alongside Vince McMahon on an episode of Championship Wrestling.

23: Hulkamania is born as Hulk Hogan defeats the Iron Sheik in Madison Square Garden to become the ninth World Champion in World Wrestling Federation history.

FEBRUARY

7: Dynamite Kid defeats the Cobra in the finals of World Wrestling Federation Junior Heavyweight Championship Tournament in Tokyo. This tournament is revered as one of the greatest in wrestling history.

MARCH

11: Andre the Giant wins an eighteen-man, $50,000 battle royal in East Rutherford, New Jersey. Participants include Hulk Hogan, Sgt. Slaughter, Big John Studd, Pat Patterson, Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka, Tito Santana, Mil Mascaras, and Paul Orndorff.

APRIL

6: Hulk Hogan defeats “Big” John Studd in a Steel Cage match when the Hulkster escapes through the door.

17: Adrian Adonis & Dick Murdoch defeat “Mr. USA” Tony Atlas & Rocky Johnson for World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

MAY

25: Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka and “Rowdy” Roddy Piper fight to a countout at the Kiel Auditorium. Piper leaves the ring area when Snuka gives “Hot Rod” a taste of his own medicine and whips him with guest referee Lou Thesz’s belt.

JUNE

23: Sgt. Slaughter defeats the Iron Sheik.

JULY

23: The Brawl to End It All airs live on MTV from Madison Square Garden to a sell-out crowd of over 22,000 fans. Wendi Richter defeats Fabulous Moolah. This puts an end to Moolah’s near-thirty-year reign as champion.

AUGUST

4: Bob Backlund defeats Salvatore Bellomo at the Philadelphia Spectrum. This turns out to be Backhand’s last match until his World Wrestling Federation return in 1992.

SEPTEMBER

24: Greg “The Hammer” Valentine defeats Tito Santana for the Intercontinental Championship.

25: Hulk Hogan, Wendi Richter, and Cyndi Lauper appear as guest VJs on MTV.

OCTOBER

The first World Wrestling Federation action figures slam into stores across the United States and are an instant smash. The first ones out are Hulk Hogan, Andre the Giant, “Rowdy” Roddy Piper, Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka, Junkyard Dog, Hillbilly Jim, Iron Sheik, and Nikolai Volkoff.

NOVEMBER

1: Andre the Giant defeats “The Ugandan Giant” Kamala.

22: Rocky Johnson wins a $10,000, twenty-man Steel Cage battle royal against other Superstars like Tito Santana, Big John Studd, the Moondogs, Ken Patera, Mr. Fuji, Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, and many more.

DECEMBER

29: The legendary Brisco Brothers face off against World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Champions Adrian Adonis & Dick Murdoch at the Met Center.
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JANUARY

21: Bret Hart makes his Madison Square Garden debut, defeating Rene Goulet with a sleeper hold. The US Express—Barry Windham and Mike Rotundo—defeat Adrian Adonis & Dick Murdoch to win the World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

FEBRUARY

4: Andre the Giant, Junkyard Dog & Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka defeat “Big” John Studd, “Rowdy” Roddy Piper & Ken Patera

5: World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion Hulk Hogan defeats Japanese Superstar Tatsumi Fujinami in Nagoya, Japan.

18: “The War to Settle the Score” originates from Madison Square Garden and sets the stage for the historic, first ever WrestleMania.

MARCH

31: The inaugural WrestleMania originates from Madison Square Garden. The star-studded event is seen by over one million fans worldwide.

APRIL

21: Hulk Hogan faces off against “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff in the main event at the Maple Leaf Gardens, where Orndorff’s momentum from a crossbody allows Hogan to roll through the move for the pin. After the match Hogan and Orndorff shake hands.

MAY

11: The first episode of Saturday Night’s Main Event airs live on NBC from the Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New York. In the main event, Hulk Hogan defeats “Cowboy” Bob Orton to retain the World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship.

JUNE

13: World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion Hulk Hogan clashes with IWGP Champion Antonio Inoki in Japan.

17: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo defeat Iron Sheik & Nikolai Volkoff for the World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

JULY

8: The first nontelevised King of the Ring tournament takes place in Foxboro, Massachusetts, and is won by the Magnificent Muraco.

AUGUST

13: World Wrestling Federation arrives at the Ohio State Fair, where 50,000 fans come out to see the likes of Hulk Hogan, Junkyard Dog, “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff, “Big” John Studd, Iron Sheik, the Magnificent Muraco, and “Mr. USA” Tony Atlas.

SEPTEMBER

13: The British Bulldogs are co-winners of a twenty-man, $50,000 battle royal.

28: The first singles meeting between Hulk Hogan and Randy “Macho Man” Savage takes place.

OCTOBER

3: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Hulk Hogan pins Nikolai Volkoff with a legdrop during a Flag match on Saturday Night’s Main Event.

26: Bruno Sammartino teams with “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff to defeat “Rowdy” Roddy Piper & “Cowboy” Bob Orton in a steel cage.

NOVEMBER

1: World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion Hulk Hogan defeats Jesse “The Body” Ventura at the Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New York.

2: Saturday Night’s Main Event from Hershey Park Arena sees World Wrestling Federation Champion Hulk Hogan & Andre the Giant defeat King Kong Bundy & “Big” John Studd. Randy “Macho Man” Savage fights to a double countout with Intercontinental Champion Tito Santana. Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat defeats Mr. Fuji in a Kung Fu Challenge.

7: The Wrestling Classic emanates from the Rosemont Horizon and hosts a sixteen-man single-elimination tournament that is won by the Junkyard Dog. The World Wrestling Federation Heavyweight Championship is also up for grabs as Hulk Hogan faces “Rowdy” Roddy Piper. Hogan wins via disqualification.

25: The Masked Spider Lady shocks Madison Square Garden when she defeats Wendi Richter. Jaws drop even further when the masked woman turns out to be Fabulous Moolah.

DECEMBER

5: World Wrestling Federation Champion Hulk Hogan & Intercontinental Champion Tito Santana join forces and defeat Jesse “The Body” Ventura & Randy “Macho Man” Savage.

27: A thirty-man, $75,000 battle royal takes place at the Nassau Coliseum. Superstar participants include: Chief Jay Strongbow, Terry Funk, Junkyard Dog, George “The Animal” Steele, Randy “Macho Man” Savage, Iron Sheik, Hercules, and Brutus Beefcake.
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JANUARY

1: World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion Hulk Hogan pins Terry Funk after he nails the man from the Double Cross Ranch with Jimmy Hart’s megaphone.

11: Adrian Adonis is a guest on Piper’s Pit. The former Brooklyn street fighter retires his leather jacket, gives it to Piper as a gift, and unveils his “Adorable” persona.

12: Andre the Giant defeats King Kong Bundy inside a fifteen-foot-high steel cage at Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens.

FEBRUARY

6: Bruno Sammartino defeats “Rowdy” Roddy Piper in a Steel Cage match at the Boston Garden.

MARCH

1: The first ever World Wrestling Federation Slammy Awards air on MTV. During Saturday Night’s Main Event, Hulk Hogan’s “Real American” music video is premiered.

APRIL

7: WrestleMania 2 emanates from three separate locations—Los Angeles, Chicago, and Uniondale, New York—all with their own main events.

MAY

3: World Wrestling Federation World Champion Hulk Hogan & Junkyard Dog defeat the Funk Brothers on an episode of Saturday Night’s Main Event.

JUNE

13: Tito Santana takes on Intercontinental Champion Randy “Macho Man” Savage with Bruno Sammartino as special guest referee.

15: King Tonga defeats “Big” John Studd in the $15,000 Bodyslam Challenge.

JULY

14: Harley Race defeats Pedro Morales in the finals of the King of the Ring tournament held in Foxboro, Massachusetts. On the same card World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Champions the British Bulldogs defeat the Dream Team in a Steel Cage match.

19: After a Tag Team match against “Big” John Studd & King Kong Bundy, “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff clotheslines Hulk Hogan and gives him a piledriver in the middle of the ring.

26: World Wrestling Federation President Jack Tunney announces that Andre the Giant has been suspended for missing a series of matches against members of the Heenan Family. At the Philadelphia Spectrum the Junkyard Dog defeats the Magnificent Muraco in a Dog Collar match.

28: Bruno Sammartino and Tito Santana defeat Randy “Macho Man” Savage and “Adorable” Adrian Adonis in a Steel Cage match at Madison Square Garden. Sammartino walks through the door, and Santana scales the cage wall at the same time.

AUGUST

2: “Classy” Freddie Blassie announces that he has found someone who is going to purchase 50 percent of the contracts of Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff.

9: “Adorable” Adrian Adonis announces that “Cowboy” Bob Orton is his new bodyguard.

26: The Big Event emanates from Toronto’s Exhibition Stadium. Over 74,000 fans set an outdoor attendance record to see Hulk Hogan defend his World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship against “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff.

29: The Sam Muchnick Memorial Tournament takes place at the Kiel Auditorium in St. Louis. In the tournament finals, “King” Harley Race defeats Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat. Also on the card, World Wrestling Federation World Champion Hulk Hogan faces “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff.

30: The official coronation of “King” Harley Race; Capt. Lou Albano appears on The Flower Shop and introduces Giant, Super, and Big Machines to the world.

SEPTEMBER

7: The debut edition of The Snake Pit with host Jake “The Snake” Roberts. At the Maple Leaf Gardens, Hulk Hogan & “Rowdy” Roddy Piper join forces and battle “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff & “Adorable” Adrian Adonis.

16: Super, Big & Hulk Machines defeat King Kong Bundy, “Big” John Studd & Bobby “The Brain” Heenan.

28: Bobby “The Brain” Heenan debuts on Wrestling Challenge alongside Gorilla Monsoon.

OCTOBER

3: Hillbilly Jim defeats Mr. Fuji in a Tuxedo match at Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New York.

4: “Rowdy” Roddy Piper destroys the set of The Flower Shop.

9: At San Francisco’s Cow Palace, Iron Sheik & Nikolai Volkoff win a twelve-tag-team battle royal.

NOVEMBER

24: After a fan from the crowd selects his partner, “Rowdy” Roddy Piper teams with Hulk Hogan and faces “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff & “King” Harley Race at Madison Square Garden. Though Piper and Hogan are victorious, Piper leaves his partner to fend for himself toward the end of the contest.

DECEMBER

3: The British Bulldogs defeat the Hart Foundation on a Best-Two-Out-of-Three Falls contest in the Tacoma Dome to retain the World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.
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JANUARY

3: Hulk Hogan defeats “Mr. Wonderful” during Saturday Night’s Main Event in one of the most controversial Steel Cage matches ever.

24: Andre the Giant walks off the set of Piper’s Pit after he receives an award for being the only undefeated Superstar in World Wrestling Federation history.

26: The Hart Foundation defeats the British Bulldogs for the World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

FEBRUARY

6: Blackjack Mulligan wins a $50,000 Bunkhouse battle royal at Sacramento’s Arena.

7: During Piper’s Pit, Andre the Giant turns on his longtime friend and challenges the Hulkster to a match at WrestleMania III for the World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship.

14: Hulk Hogan appears on Piper’s Pit and accepts the Giant’s challenge.

21: “Rowdy” Roddy Piper confirms in an interview that takes place in an empty arena that WrestleMania III will be his last match.

23: In what is billed as his last Madison Square Garden appearance, “Rowdy” Roddy Piper teams with Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat and Junkyard Dog to fight Randy “Macho Man” Savage, “King” Harley Race, and “Adorable” Adrian Adonis in an Elimination match.

MARCH

1: Hulk Hogan (with Billy Jack Haynes) takes on Hercules (with Bobby “The Brain” Heenan and Andre the Giant) in a Chain match at the St. Paul Civic Center.

15: The Frank Tunney Sr. Memorial Cup Tag Team Tournament takes place at the Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto. The Killer Bees defeat Demolition in the tournament finals and earn a shot at the Hart Foundation for World Wrestling Federation Tag Team titles that same evening, but the Harts retain their title.

21: The first ever World Wrestling Entertainment event is held in Las Vegas at the Thomas & Mack Center.

29: WrestleMania III from the Pontiac Silverdome, with 93,173 fans, sets the all-time indoor attendance record as Hulk Hogan clashes with Andre the Giant for the World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship in the biggest match in wrestling history.

APRIL

27: World Wrestling Federation Intercontinental Champion Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat teams with Jake “The Snake” Roberts and Billy Jack Haynes to face Randy “Macho Man” Savage, Honky Tonk Man, and Hercules.

MAY

3: At the famous Cobo Hall, Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat defeats Randy “Macho Man” Savage in a Steel Cage match when Savage inadvertently throws “The Dragon” through the cage door for the win.

5: The Hart Foundation beat the British Bulldogs in a Lumberjack match.

JUNE

2: The Honky Tonk Man scores an upset win over Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat to win the Intercontinental Championship. This is the start of the longest Intercontinental title reign to date.

JULY

5: The Junkyard Dog wins a $50,000 twenty-man battle royal at the Rosemont Horizon. Other participants include King Kong Bundy, Hillbilly Jim, One Man Gang, Demolition, and the Killer Bees.

24: Sensational Sherri defeats her mentor, the Fabulous Moolah, for the World Wrestling Federation Women’s Championship.

AUGUST

12: Jake “The Snake” Roberts defeats World Wrestling Federation Intercontinental Champion the Honky Tonk Man by countout. “Mouth of the South” Jimmy Hart is suspended high above the ring in a locked cage to prevent him from interfering.

SEPTEMBER

25: The Princess Bride, starring Andre the Giant, premieres in theaters across the country.

OCTOBER

27: Strike Force defeats the Hart Foundation for the World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

NOVEMBER

26: The first Survivor Series airs live on Pay-Per-View from the Richfield Coliseum in Richfield, Ohio.

DECEMBER

27: Randy “Macho Man” Savage defeats Intercontinental Champion the Honky Tonk Man by disqualification. Wrestling legend Nick Bockwinkel is special guest referee.

26: World Wrestling Federation Champion Hulk Hogan & Bam Bam Bigelow defeat Andre the Giant & King Kong Bundy.
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JANUARY

1: The first World Wrestling Federation video game, WrestleMania, is released.

3: Bam Bam Bigelow wins a Bunkhouse Stampede battle royal at Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New York. Other participants include Ernie Ladd, “The Rock” Don Muraco, Demolition, the British Bulldogs, Ultimate Warrior, Junkyard Dog, Hillbilly Jim, and One Man Gang.

24: The first ever Royal Rumble airs live on the USA Network. “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan wins the twenty-man, over-the-top-rope main event.

FEBRUARY

5: Wrestling returns to prime-time television when World Wrestling Federation and NBC debut The Main Event. Hulk Hogan loses World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship to Andre the Giant. One of the most controversial matches in World Wrestling Federation history, this ends Hogan’s nearly four-year championship reign.

MARCH

27: WrestleMania IV comes from the Trump Plaza. The event hosts a record-setting fifteen matches, including a fourteen-man tournament to decide the undisputed World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion. Randy “Macho Man” Savage is victorious on four separate occasions to become the undisputed Heavyweight Champion.

MAY

8: Intercontinental Champion Honky Tonk Man defeats Brutus Beefcake by countout when Peggy Sue interferes in the match. It turns out that this Peggy Sue is none other than “The Colonel” himself Jimmy Hart incognito.

JUNE

19: The debut of The Brother Love Show.

JULY

11: Strike Force member Rick Martel is put out of action for eight months with various injuries after he feels the Decapitation Elbow from Demolition out on the floor.

31: The first World Wrestling Federation Wrestlefest takes place in front of over 25,000 fans at Milwaukee’s County Stadium. The main event is a Steel Cage match, in which Hulk Hogan defeats Andre the Giant.

AUGUST

29: The first SummerSlam takes place at Madison Square Garden. Ultimate Warrior wins the Intercontinental title in record time. In the main event the Mega Powers take on the Mega Bucks.

SEPTEMBER

27: “Million Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase announces that he’s reached an agreement with Bobby “The Brain” Heenan to purchase the contract of Hercules. Heenan agrees to sell Hercules to DiBiase as a slave in exchange for cash.

OCTOBER

7: Rockin’ Robin defeats longtime World Wrestling Federation Women’s Champion Sensational Sherri in Paris, France. Rockin’ Robin is the last World Wrestling Federation Women’s Champion of the decade.

NOVEMBER

4: They Live, starring “Rowdy” Roddy Piper, opens in movie theaters across the United States.

24: The second annual Survivor Series returns to the Richfield Coliseum and introduces team co-captains.

DECEMBER

24: On The Brother Love Show, a returning “Big” John Studd tells Bobby “The Brain” Heenan that he wants nothing to do with him and that Heenan is no longer his manager.
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JANUARY

15: The second Royal Rumble is the first to air live on Pay-Per-View. “Big” John Studd eliminates “Million Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase to win the battle royal.

FEBRUARY

3: The Main Event sees Randy Savage slap Hulk Hogan in the face and leave the ring during the Mega Powers tag match against the Twin Towers.

MARCH

10: “Big” John Studd slams “African Dream” Akeem on his way to victory at San Francisco’s Cow Palace.

APRIL

2: WrestleMania V—for the first time in World Wrestling Federation history, WrestleMania is hosted in the same venue—Trump Plaza—two years in a row. The Mega Powers explode, and Hulk Hogan begins his second reign as World Wrestling Federation Champion.

MAY

12: “Rowdy” Roddy Piper’s first World Wrestling Federation match in two years takes place at the Los Angeles Sports Arena, where he defeats “Million Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase.

JUNE

2: No Holds Barred, starring Hulk Hogan, opens in movie theaters nationwide.

JULY

18: Demolition’s record-breaking sixteen-month title reign comes to an end in a Two-Out-of-Three Falls classic with Arn Anderson & Tully Blanchard, the Brain Busters.

AUGUST

28: SummerSlam ’89 airs live on Pay-Per-View from the Meadowlands Arena in East Rutherford, New Jersey.

SEPTEMBER

9: At the historic Boston Garden, Intercontinental Champion Ultimate Warrior pins the “Eighth Wonder of the World” Andre the Giant in 18 seconds.

OCTOBER

10: The first World Wrestling Federation event from the United Kingdom.

NOVEMBER

23: The third annual Survivor Series airs live from the Rosemont Horizon.

DECEMBER

13: The Colossal Connection duo of Andre the Giant & Haku defeats Demolition for the World Wrestling Federation World Tag Team Championship.

27: The last Pay-Per-View of the decade is a special No Holds Barred: The Match, the Movie event where Hulk Hogan & Brutus “The Barber” Beefcake battle Randy “Macho Man” Savage & Zeus in a steel cage.


SUPERSTAR BIOS
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Hulk Hogan

FROM: Venice Beach, CA

HEIGHT: 6′7″

WEIGHT: 303 lbs.

FINISHING MOVE: Atomic legdrop

THIS NATIVE OF VENICE BEACH, CALIFORNIA, AND TWELVE-TIME WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION IS RECOGNIZED AROUND THE WORLD AS THE icon of professional wrestling and is credited for its transformation to sports entertainment. Before the bright lights, packed arenas, and championship gold, this former dockworker was discovered by wrestling greats Jack and Jerry Brisco playing bass guitar in Tampa, Florida. He would be trained by Japanese wrestler extraordinaire Hiro Matsuda. To gauge Hulk’s toughness and dedication, Matsuda snapped Hogan’s leg in half during their first training session. After a quick ten-week recovery, a motivated Hogan returned stronger than ever. Though he struggled to find success, and even took an eighteen-month hiatus from the ring, Hulk debuted in the then World Wide Wrestling Federation (WWWF) in 1978 as a villain managed by “Classy” Freddie Blassie. After competing in regional promotions throughout the southeastern United States, he moved to the American Wrestling Association, where he became a contender for their heavyweight title and threat to the reign of then-champion Nick Bockwinkel. In a harbinger of things to come, Hogan traveled to Japan and, by defeating Antonio Inoki in a tournament, was crowned the first ever IWGP Heavyweight Champion. Then, almost as unexpectedly, Hulk received a call to appear in Rocky III as Thunderlips alongside Sylvester Stallone. Shortly following his big-screen debut, he returned to World Wrestling Federation, where something even more amazing was about to take place.

On January 23, 1984, replacing an injured Bob Backlund, Hogan defeated the Iron Sheik for the World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship. That night, in Madison Square Garden, one of the most powerful forces in the universe was conceived as the voice of Gorilla Monsoon declared, “Hulkamania is here!” No statement would be more prophetic as the twenty-four-inch pythons, ripped T-shirt, and three commandments of training captured the heart of a generation. The magical ride that followed would be like no other. Hogan would go on to a near-four-year reign as World Heavyweight Champion during his first title run, the longest of any champion in twenty years, and headline every WrestleMania of the decade.

As the 1980s progressed, Hulkamania grew, and so did the list of challengers for wrestling’s richest prize. Hogan’s legendary feuds with the likes of “Rowdy” Roddy Piper, “Big” John Studd, King Kong Bundy, “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff, and Randy “Macho Man” Savage captured frenzied fans and brought attendance numbers to new heights. However, no other Superstar posed a greater danger to the life of Hulkamania than the Eighth Wonder of the World, Andre the Giant. The most recognizable athlete in the world, Andre had been undefeated throughout his storied career. During an episode of Piper’s Pit, Andre issued a challenge to Hulk for a match at WrestleMania III, betraying his best friend and succumbing to the sinister influences of Bobby “The Brain” Heenan. The once gentle giant was now a monster. Hogan was accustomed to the Benedict Arnolds attempting to get close enough to him to steal the World Wrestling Federation Heavyweight Championship, but never in his wildest dreams had he thought Andre’s name would be added to that list. From the opening bell to the final three-count, the match was a back-and-forth struggle. In an incredible spectacle, the Hulkster’s power and mythical strength lifted the mighty five-hundred-pound giant and bodyslammed him to the canvas. Hogan then bounced off the ropes and landed his signature legdrop, and World Wrestling Federation official Joey Marella made the final three-count. The more than 90,000 fans in attendance erupted and rose to their feet, joining millions of Hulkamaniacs watching on Pay-Per-View around the globe. In the blink of an eye, Hulk Hogan had done the unthinkable and been catapulted to immortal icon status. His remarkable feat would indelibly carve his name in the monument of World Wrestling Entertainment history forever, and prove once and for all that Hulkamania is one of the most powerful forces in the universe.

As Hulkamania blazed into 1988, a new challenger would emerge in the form of “Million Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase, his obsession with the World Wrestling Federation Championship matched only by his unquenchable thirst for money. In an unholy alliance with Andre the Giant and Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, DiBiase devised a plot to dethrone Hogan, ending his historic reign as World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Champion. During a special Friday Night’s Main Event telecast, Hogan lost the title to Andre under controversial circumstances. Despite being robbed of his title, Hogan would prove his greatness by recapturing it on April 2, 1989, at WrestleMania V against his former Mega Powers partner, the sinister Randy “Macho Man” Savage. Hogan remained champion and entered the 1990s with more momentum than ever. He would go on to hold the World Wrestling Federation World Heavyweight Championship another three times and win two Royal Rumbles before leaving the company in the spring of 1993.

In 1994, Hogan went to rival World Championship Wrestling, and on July 17 he defeated “Nature Boy” Ric Flair to become World Heavyweight Champion, a distinction he would hold on six separate occasions between 1994 and 1999. His WCW tenure is remembered best for what would be the most shocking turn in pro wrestling history. In 1996, at the Bash at the Beach Pay-Per-View, Hogan turned his back on the millions of Hulkamaniacs around the world by joining Kevin Nash and Scott Hall as their partner. This betrayal gave birth to one of the most wretched factions sports entertainment has ever seen, the nWo.

In 2002, Hogan and his nWo cohorts returned to wrestling, making their World Wrestling Federation debut at No Way Out. This led to the dream “Icon vs. Icon” battle at WrestleMania X8 against The Rock. In the aftermath, Hogan heard the cries of fans around the world and returned to the ring in his classic red and yellow colors, setting his sights on a new breed of foe. Opponents included Triple H, Chris Jericho, Kurt Angle, and a renewed feud with Undertaker. Hogan claimed his sixth World Wrestling Federation Heavyweight title and added a new title to his trophy case, winning the World Wrestling Federation Tag Team Championship with Edge. Hogan even headlined WrestleMania XIX and locked horns with Mr. McMahon in a street fight that saw both men beat one another from pillar to post.

In April 2005, this immortal career culminated at the Hall of Fame ceremony, where Sylvester Stallone inducted Hogan in front of a capacity crowd. The next night at WrestleMania XXI, Hogan added another WrestleMania moment to his already long résumé when he came to the aid of the beaten Eugene. After a brief alliance with the Heartbreak Kid, Shawn Michaels, Hogan proved to the Showstopper at SummerSlam that there is no answering the question, “Whatcha gonna do when Hulkamania runs wild on you?”

Three decades of dominance is difficult to comprehend. Perhaps no one can describe it better than WWE Chairman Vince McMahon: “The term Hulkamania now is an endearing term because it means so many different things to so many different people.”

Randy “Macho Man” Savage

FROM: Sarasota, FL

HEIGHT: 6′2″

WEIGHT: 237 lbs.

FINISHING MOVE: Flying elbow drop

A FORMER MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL PROSPECT, THIS SECOND-GENERATION WRESTLER HAD HIS FIRST MATCH IN 1973 AND DECIDED TO wrestle full-time. In 1979, while wrestling for his father’s local International Championship Wrestling promotion, he defeated his brother, who would later become known as Leapin’ Lanny Poffo, to win its heavyweight title. Savage arrived in Memphis in 1983 and would enter into a bloody feud with Jerry “The King” Lawler for the southern title. It was here Savage showed his innate mean streak by piledriving a blood-covered Lawler on a metal plate, sending him to the hospital. From that point on, Randy Savage was considered a star on the rise.

In 1985, Randy made it to the big time and entered World Wrestling Federation with the anticipation of a number-one first-round draft pick. After rejecting lucrative offers from managerial greats Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, Mr. Fuji, and “Mouth of the South” Jimmy Hart, Randy decided to go with an unknown to steer his career: the breathtaking Miss Elizabeth. It was then that he added “Macho Man” to his name and began coming to the ring in flamboyant sequinned robes, headbands, and shades. Savage immediately made his presence felt in World Wrestling Federation; in his first Pay-Per-View event, The Wrestling Classic, the Macho Man reached the tournament finals, taking on the Junkyard Dog. Though the Macho Man wasn’t victorious that night at the Rosemont Horizon, he caught the eye of Superstars and fans everywhere.
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