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  Chapter 1


  George Porter Shipley smiled with inner satisfaction. He had successfully deleted the images of the configurations. His knowledge of the methodology of how live transmissions received from outer space were stored allowed him a precious thirty minutes to act before the images were released. A later fifteen-minute delay before release to the scientific community and the public allowed for further controls if necessary. No one ever questioned the delays. A pre-established response would simply claim “transmission delays” of data traveling millions of miles through space. The fifteen minute delay was only part of the procedure.


  Transmissions were received by antennae around the world, but in the Kynos case only by a three dish array located in North Dakota. The data was saved in the on-site computers. NASA headquarters in Houston received the first images from North Dakota, dedicated for their use only. The second group of “live” images would follow approximately thirty minutes later after Dr. Shipley had reviewed the first images and had determined what he thought might be objectionable or compromising images. He would have his program automatically mark the frames of the video signals which would be automatically deleted. Upon receipt of the second group, altered by Shipley, NASA would then have fifteen minutes to take further action before releasing the images to participating universities and private scientific institutions and the media. The public would never know that the “live” images they were watching were not the original ones.


  The second group of images, however, would supplant the first group. While some might see irregularities between the two groups, Shipley knew that if any questioned his motives he could easily recall the pertinent images. In this case a viewer, usually someone much higher in the hierarchy, would clearly agree with his decision.


  Shipley had direct access to the North Dakota facility and therefore a brief window to review the incoming data. He had written the program he utilized to identify unusual crater configurations with various juxtapositions. The program had been developed long after the first fly-bys of the Earth’s moon and Mars. It was during the search for suitable landing sites on Mars for the Rovers that he had become aware of the configurations. That awareness had come after watching a program on a TV channel and he had seen similarities he did not anticipate.


  He would identify craters that would touch each other, or other adjacent craters in multiple contacts. The program would identify lines or surface cracks that were straight and would touch craters but would not pass through the rims. Another portion of the program would identify craters that would lie completely within the boundaries of larger craters.


  Part of his program was to store the deleted images in a separate file, access to which only he had the password. After the excitement about the Kynos data had calmed down, he would be able to review the saved images. He doubted that any additional steps were required beyond the already completed deletions and the resetting of the orbital clock preceding the transmissions to Houston. If he was correct, the images and what they represented should never see the light of day.


  His position as Deputy Director of the Trans-Space Signal Recognition System at the Robert Hough Astronomical Laboratory, which received and analyzed incoming data, allowed him certain privileges. He had been in NASA for twenty-seven years and at the Hough facility for the last eleven of those years. He was not a political appointee. His strengths came from his years of service and knowledge of the procedures for which he received continued promotions.


  When the previous Director resigned, he had anticipated being promoted to that position. It hadn’t happened and two years had passed and no one was appointed to that post.


  Shipley was disappointed, but he did not show any signs of rejection. His role as Deputy Director, without a superior, meant that he was fully in charge. The success of the Kynos mission would be his alone.


  He believed there was too much controversy out there: UFOs, alien abductions, crop circles, crystal skulls, cattle mutilations, doomsday predictions based on activities of ancient ignorant peoples and many other unproven theories. He would not contribute to the farce.


  Shipley fully understood the Kynos circles. They were the precursors to configurations here on Earth. Of that there could be no doubt. It would be virtually impossible to date the creation of the anomalies. Whatever their age, they predated the arrival of sentient man on Earth. Unfortunately, even with the evidence in his hand, so to speak, he would not be able to present his theory, for to do so would jeopardize his career. He still looked for the Hough promotion and even a further promotion to be head of NASA.


  He was torn. He had what was probably the most important information for mankind at his disposal and he could do nothing about it.


  The images on the large computer screens were clear. Technology had allowed the transmissions from millions of miles away to be enhanced to eliminate the effects of the magnetic field surrounding Earth from blurring all pictures.


  The live feed from the spacecraft during its orbit around Kynos, one of Saturn’s many moons, gave the scientists the finest clarity they could hope for. The onboard cameras were marvels of engineering with the capacity for wide-angle views to close-ups as small as three meters in diameter. Cameras that could focus down to one-half meter were available, but only for military use.


  



  * * * *


  



  Steven Norrell sat at his desk, apart from the crowd at the front of the bank of control stations. His two closest colleagues, Zack Meredith and Margaret Takayama, were with the larger group. Norrell was particularly intrigued by the first of a series of images. He copied the data shown on the screen, the orbit number, and elapsed time using a program he had prepared specifically for that purpose. He was aware of the time delay between receipt of the “live” images from space and the actual transmission to Houston. As soon as he saw the unusual crater configuration he keyed in his “copy” command. He knew he had only seconds to begin recording even though there was a delay. Some data could be lost if he did not act quickly. Norrell would then be recording the real images. His program was written so it could not be discovered. Only he would have access and that would be on an external hard drive at home.


  As he watched, two other similar configurations appeared. They, too, were sent to his remote computer file. Norrell would review the file at his home later in the evening or when he had some free time. He would have the full first real images, many hours long.


  The first review of the incoming images at the lab did not end until one in the morning. When he arrived home he was too tired, and excited, to begin his analysis.


  The next morning he returned to the control room. He was surprised that he was one of the last to arrive. Zack and Margaret had apparently spent the entire night there, taking cat naps at their desks. When he logged on to his computer he immediately went to the specific images he had listed earlier. The first image, Orbit 227, Hour 7.34, appeared different than the night before.


  The craters were not as he remembered. In fact, there appeared to be a gap between two other larger craters before and after the ones he was looking for.


  That omission bothered him. Either he had misread the images or they might have been deliberately deleted. Norrell went to the next two images he had selected. The impact craters were not visible. Again there seemed to be a gap. He closed his eyes for a few moments, thinking where this omission might lead. He was sure of his initial appraisal of the crater impacts. He had copied the three crater configurations and they were stored in his home computer.


  His annoyance turned to disbelief as he remembered that the originally received images in North Dakota were delayed by ten minutes. That was standard operating procedure. Why would such valuable data have been deleted? Fortunately for him, he had copied the entire original transmissions from North Dakota before the deletions.


  The hours went slowly. It would be several days before the orbits were completed and the data analyses began. The science team had learned that judgments made too quickly could be negated as new data was reviewed and would reflect badly on each scientist and the organization.


  Norrell continued monitoring the images, orbit by orbit, moon hour by moon hour. His assigned task was to estimate the sizes of certain craters, diameter and depth. He also looked for oval or oblong craters to determine the angles of impact.


  As he worked he continued to look for any unusual configurations similar to those he had seen the day before. Nothing appeared. Norrell spent the rest of the day analyzing the craters he decided were worthy of examination, his mind more at home than in the imaging lab. During the latter part of the day, he found one additional unusual crater pattern. Inasmuch as it had not been deleted, he decided to write down the time identification for home review.


  The next day was Friday and he decided to devote his weekend to his study of the four crater configurations. He did not tell either of his colleagues, Zack Meredith or Margaret Takayama of his suspicions. He could brief them when the right time came, knowing that he had many hours of image review ahead.


  During his hours to finish out the week, he was able to determine some of the crater dimensions. He did this by using the calculations provided to him of the diameter and circumference of Kynos to infer a system of measurements. He could apply to the lengths of arc of the moon’s surface at various latitudes and longitudes.


  The scientific community’s ability to determine measurements was confirmed when the astronauts who landed on Earth’s moon were able to take accurate measurements of craters near the Landers. Those measurements were transmitted to NASA’s laboratories where the mathematicians were able to correlate their earthbound-guessed measurements to the actual field data. From those measurements they were able to develop a measurement system based on the moon’s, or even another planet’s, assumed diameter and circumference.


  Even more accuracy was provided by Earth’s orbiting satellites as they took photographs of Earth’s craters, which were then reconfirmed by actual measurements of craters such as the famous Meteor Crater in Arizona.


  Norrell began his analysis of the four crater configurations. His computer program had the capability of enlarging images for closer study, and he focused on the first configuration.


  He saw two large craters, virtually touching each other. There was a minimum distance between the two portions of circumference. Then there was a smaller crater some distance away.


  What surprised him was a line, a surface scar, between one large crater and the smaller one. The line radiated from the rim of the second large crater to the smaller at an angle of about thirty degrees from the center line of the two large craters. The line was exactly aligned with the centers of the craters.


  Norrell decided to label the two large craters as “circles” and the smaller as a “dot.”


  He now had a definition, “Circle Circle Line Dot.” The rims of the circles and dot were rugged, comparable to those of all impact craters. He did note, however, that the irregularity was not as sharp as others. He wanted to attribute the “evenness” to erosion, but the scientists had confirmed that the moon did not have an atmosphere or apparent significant winds. It was much like Earth’s moon and Mars, even though there was growing speculation that Mars did have an atmosphere in the past, perhaps millions of years ago.


  The “line” suddenly called for more explanation. He believed that the one impact crater from which the line emanated should have obliterated part of the line. It should have gone under the circle to the far side of the circumference. Or if it was created after the impact crater formed it should have left a cleft in the outer wall of the crater. It did neither. It began at the outer edge of the circumference. He expected a similar “over” or “under” situation with the “dot.” Inexplicably, the line seemed to go directly toward the center of the dot but stopped at the edge.


  He asked himself, “What could have formed such an exact arrangement?” Was the line the remnant of an earlier earthquake where the surface subsided on both sides of the line? The next question would have to be answered by the planetary geologists. “Did the Kynos have any history of seismic activity?” If not, how was the line created, by a shallow angle entry of a small asteroid or meteor which survived entry through the moon’s atmosphere?


  Norrell looked at the image. There was a vague similarity to something he had once seen but could not remember.


  His continued analysis of the first, outermost, circle brought other questions to mind. Under enlargement he saw that the assumed ruggedness of the rim was not as expected. There were hundreds, probably thousands, of the ejecta from the impact. The rocks should have been thrown far and wide from the edge, but there were very few. The rocks around the rim seemed to be in a more uniform arrangement, as though the impact was not high velocity, but a slow, almost “dropping” of the impact vehicle. There was too much orderliness visible.


  He began to study the impact crater itself. The angle of light on the crater, from the reflection of sunlight on Saturn’s surface, did not give significant shadow. While the rim closest to the planet cast some shadows, they seemed more even than jagged, more a carefully drawn line rather than a hastily drawn line with a large crayon.


  The surface of the crater was not conical, with sloping sides as one would expect to be formed with an impact of an asteroid or meteor to create such a medium-sized crater. Norrrel’s preliminary estimates of the circle sizes were one hundred meters for both of the large circles, itself an almost impossible similarity, requiring almost identically sized vehicles, and ten meters for the “dot.” Research implied that the diameters of one hundred meters should have a depth of at least twenty to thirty meters. His initial calculations indicated a depth of perhaps five to ten meters, virtually a shallow plain. The line was forty meters in length and two meters in width.


  He stopped looking at the enlarged images of the circles and turned to the images in their normal state and studied the areas around the craters, line and dot. The surface area appeared to be relatively smooth, similar to what he believed was the surface within the first crater. It seemed possible that the impact vehicles had landed in a large flat area, desert-like in appearance. That could explain the appearance of the surface of the crater, but it did not explain why there was no depth to the crater and virtually no ejecta from either of the large craters.


  The science team, the astronomers, planetologists, geologists and all others associated with the study of planets and stars, but excluding galaxies, novas, quasars, neutron stars, and other exotic phenomena like black holes, had a wealth of information to keep them busy for years, if not decades. Kynos was a moon different from most planetary moons. It was relatively small, at approximately three thousand kilometers in diameter. At that small size it should have been drawn into its parent planet by gravity. At the least it should have been affected by the wide belt of Saturn’s rings.


  There seemed to be more questions than answers to Norrell’s study.


  At the Robert Hough Astronomical Laboratory, just North of Houston, he was one of a dozen scientists who had developed the measurement system commonly in use. As a practice two scientists were separately assigned measurements, at remote locations, and later submitted their reports to the central administrative staff who would review the submissions. When discrepancies were revealed, and there were always discrepancies, a third scientist would be brought in to a series of meetings to resolve the discrepancies, as much as possible. Sometimes there was a lack of information for final agreement and so a consensus was reached with the best data available.


  Norrell’s work occupied his full time attention for months. It was only on weekends, and occasional weeknights, that he could return to his personal study of the circles, line, and dot of Kynos.


  One night he retrieved the file of the second group of unusual images he had found.


  The arrangement of the circles, lines and dots, while not identical to the first, did have an orderliness. The second group, which he now had to label, naturally, Group B, had four circles, two dots and six lines.


  He applied his measuring program to each of the elements. By moving his cursor and clicking his keypad, he was able to set parameters and end points to determine lengths and diameters and angles. The measurements would be displayed directly onto the images on the screen.


  After his analysis of Group A, he was not surprised at the preciseness. He had almost expected the result just from looking at the configuration.


  Three of the circles were larger than the fourth circle. The dots were smaller still. The lines varied in length.


  The three larger circles were arranged as an equilateral triangle, at exact sixty degree angles. The two end triangles were one hundred twenty meters in diameter. The circle forming the apex of the triangle was also one hundred twenty meters in diameter. The separation of the circles was forty meters. The lines did not go over or under the rims of the circles but exactly touched them.


  The next circle, directly above the apex circle, was eighty meters in diameter and the line connecting the two circles was fifty meters.


  Above the fourth circle were two dots, each ten meters in diameter and set at thirty degrees from the common centerline. The line lengths were exactly thirty meters and, as before, did not go over or under the circle or dots but touched the edges.


  He examined Group C. The exactness was disturbing. There was no question in Norrell’s mind that the crater impacts and the sizes and positions of the circles and dots, together with the interconnecting lines, could not be the result of random impacts. Groups A, B, and C were too similar. Group D was similarly analyzed and seen to be just as orderly.


  He had to face the improbable possibility that the arrangements, the circles, lines and dots could have been created rather than due to random strikes. If he had come to that preliminary conclusion, it was possible, even probable, that someone on the scientific team, someone higher up, had identified the remote possibility of created arrangements much earlier than he had and had either ordered, or perhaps personally deleted, the three images. Maybe he did not recognize Group D, which Norrell had just viewed.


  Whoever had deleted the images had to recognize the importance of the physical arrangements of the circles, lines and dots. If, as he now believed, the arrangements were intentionally, and perhaps intelligently, done, any release of that conjecture could cause widespread panic because of the perceived implications.


  The impact of the deletion or erasure became more apparent the next morning when, upon his return to the lab, he called up the images of Group A. Yes, the images had been deleted. Adding to the deletion was the fact that the timeline, that of the first appearance of the group to when the group left the orbiting picture, was also deleted. He had missed that. Anyone viewing the pictures would see no lapse of time. The time sequence of Orbit 227, from his own recorded time of 7.34 to 8.13, had been replaced. 7.33 to 8.14 was now 7.33 to 7.34.


  Steven Norrell recognized that, for reasons he could only guess, the images of Groups A, B and C were not to be viewed.


  When he returned home that evening Norrell set out to establish a research program. Even though he was sure of his initial findings, he would have to corroborate the evidence with similar findings on other planetary moons, or even planets themselves. His first objectives would be the moons of Jupiter. There were many reports of unusual features on the moons. Perhaps he would find crater arrangements similar to those on Kynos.


  



  * * * *


  



  Billy Lockwood had accepted his fate. His asthma had precluded his participation in most sports activities. Team sports were out as well as most individual sports. Golf wasn’t too bad, but his eyesight did not allow him to follow the ball off the tee, although he was very good at putting. Running was definitely out of the question and he did not have the physical strength to be on the track team for the discus, javelin, or shot-put.


  These disappointments told him that to get ahead he would have to rely on brains rather than brawn. After many years of playing computer games he had developed excellent skills. By the time he graduated from Hammond College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science he was number one in his class and was recruited by several corporations and computer systems engineers. He accepted a position with Gardicon Dynamics, a medium-sized programming company in Palo Alto, in the center of the famous Silicon Valley.


  Six years had passed and he had been promoted to junior assistant programmer. The hours were long but rewarding and he did not mind the overtime. The extra money was appreciated and the year-end bonuses were very generous. Stock options were also a big benefit. He was able to buy a small one-bedroom condo and a new Toyota. As he saw in several television and magazine advertisements, “Life is Good.”


  Office work wasn’t his only interest and outlet. A television broadcast recapping the Apollo 1969 landing on the moon generated a fascination into planetary science. He would view programs on television and the internet. Often Lockwood would download the live feeds, having found a way to directly access the site at NASA. He did not know that the feeds of the fly-by had been delayed before the second feeds were sent for public viewing. He did not consider himself a “hacker.” He did not send out malicious programs to disrupt others. He was often the victim of viruses and other destructive programs but could quickly dispose of them, often sending the virus back to wherever it had come from with an attachment which, he hoped, would severely compromise the sender.


  The fly-by to Kynos was intriguing because it was one of the first surveys that would simultaneously photograph the Saturnian moon and send and receive laser pulses to record the geographical features, creating a topographical map. With the data, he could study the moon by himself, just to study it. He had no ulterior motive.


  When the first live feed was transmitted back from the orbiting probe, he copied it into an external hard drive. If he was running out of space the images would be directed to another external through a switch that would automatically act when the storage capacity of the first external hard drive reached ninety-seven point five percent. Further switching would enable him to store up to three million gigs, more if he was alerted to the need.


  He watched the first two hours of the initial transmission rather then the rebroadcast of the transmission. He had learned from a college buddy that there were often lapses between the “starting” times of broadcasts so that alert engineers could delete scenes or information which might be objectionable. That was common practice on TV panel broadcasts, which were often taped earlier in the day.


  It would be several weeks before he viewed Orbit 227, Hour 7.34. As soon as he saw the configuration of the craters, the circles, line, and dot that Norrell had also seen, he knew something was not right. The random appearance was not random.


  Lockwood studied the configuration intently, trying to determine why randomness did not occur. He looked at the nearby craters, ignoring the various sizes, and saw a wide variation of positions, craters often overlying others and sometimes craters within craters. Cracks in the surface would meander, sometimes crossing entire craters sometimes in the middle of nowhere. Nothing was straight. Only the line associated with Orbit 227, Hour 7.34 was straight, or so it appeared.


  He decided that he did not have the time, or even the patience, to watch hours of broadcasts. After considering the problem for several days, he determined a course of action. He would write a search program that would identify craters that would touch each other or other adjacent craters in multiple contacts. The program would identify lines or surface cracks that were straight and would touch craters but not pass through the rims. Another portion of the program would identify craters that would lie completely within the boundaries of larger craters.


  As he developed the programs over several weekends he was stunned to see a headline in one of the weekly tabloids displayed in a supermarket. “Crop Circles Solved!” There was a picture of an intricate crop circle grouping, which had dozens of circles, seen in England. They weren’t circles but flattened areas of crops forming depressions like discs. There were no rims or ridges like he had seen in the Kynos pictures. There were straight lines of flattened crop growth connecting the circles. Some of the circles within circles were crescent shaped but of still erect crops.


  The answer became obvious. The circles and line and dot on Kynos were the moon’s equivalent of earthly crop circles.


  Before he tested his new program to identify the Kynos “crop circles,” he logged on to one of his two other computers and did a search for “Crop Circles.” The information was voluminous. He considered that it would take too many hours to do a full search. Lockwood selected one site of the dozens appearing on the screen and viewed the pictures. There were many opinions as to the origination of the circles. Some suggested that the circles were made by aliens, others that they were hoaxes. Nighttime videos of persons using boards and ropes showed how easy it was to make the circles. One man displayed how he was able to align the circles and lines using a cap-mounted, handmade, circular eye piece made of wire.


  One nighttime video showed glowing globes flying around an area during the crop circle formations. There was nothing visible that could explain how the circles were suddenly formed.


  This was a dilemma. Were they alien-formed or manmade? Or possibly both? He considered that many were alien formed, similar to those on Kynos, while others were clever copies or even originals made by man.


  Lockwood knew the answer to the overriding question. Crop circles, which had been observed for decades, were generally not manmade. Whoever had created the circles on Kynos, and perhaps other moons or planets, had done so for millennia, possibly millions of years before humans had appeared on Earth.


  Billy Lockwood spent several months studying the Kynos and other moon craters. After identifying almost fifteen configurations on Kynos, he found two on Jupiter’s moon, Io, and seven on Mars. His program parameters worked flawlessly, although he admitted that the program probably missed a few.


  His conclusion was inescapable. The crop circles on Earth were made by aliens, most likely descendants of those who had created the circles elsewhere, on other “worlds.” We were not alone in the universe.


  Lockwood returned to the Kynos pictures. After a brief review of the circles his program had identified, he went to the internet site which had shown the “live” pictures. He proceeded to look at the pictures issued by NASA, hoping that the originals might have something he missed in the delayed rebroadcast. When he reached Orbit 227, Hour 7.34, he was shocked. Something was wrong! The touching circles, the line, and the dot were missing. He rechecked and then downloaded the images from his external hard drive onto another computer. Orbit 227 and Hour 7.34 did not match on the screens. The “original” re-broadcasted images had been erased.


  Sometime, probably very soon after the images were shown, someone who recognized the similarity of the “crop circle” craters had erased them so they could not be viewed. His copying them on his own external drive preceded the deletions, perhaps only by a few seconds.


  While he did not generally believe in conspiracy theories, he had to acknowledge that only a conspiracy could have acted to delete the images. Once again he believed the government was involved in another cover-up. That was part and parcel of how governments operated. Hide what you don’t want the public, your opposition, or even your own colleagues to find out. What surprised him was the ease with which the cover-ups were concealed. He enjoyed all the protests of innocence, the accusations of “witch-hunts,” and other ludicrous rebuttals.


  



  * * * *


  



  It took several hours for Steven Norrell to access the pictures of the several fly-bys of the moons of Jupiter. While he could not see any touching impact craters, a computer program might be able to record the images like he had seen on Kynos. He would have to develop a program to identify those configurations. His years of developing programs should make the task simple.


  The program would include a graphic recognition feature that would identify craters that touched each other, or other adjacent craters in multiple contacts. The program would identify lines or surface cracks that were straight and would touch the craters but not pass through the rims. Another portion of the program would identify craters that would lie completely within the boundaries of larger craters. That task, based on working with the Kynos images, would take Norrell over two months. He could only devote the time on weekends.


  When he had completed the program Norrell tested it on the Kynos pictures. The program was instructed to locate touching rims, lines not crossing rims, and craters at the end of the lines. Circles in alignment of three or more in a straight line or a triangle equidistant apart constituted the first search.


  The program quickly identified group A since it consisted of only two large circles and a small dot not aligned with a large circle but connected by one line. It picked up groups B and C. It picked out group D. That arrangement aligned two large circles with one dot at right angles to one large circle and another dot at forty-five degrees off of that same circle within the right angle.


  After several weeks of study, Norrell was able to find one more configuration on Kynos. A separate analysis of the locations placed them within several hundred kilometers of each other. That, he thought, was definitely no accident. Random impacts should have the five configurations located far apart and possibly on opposite sides of the moon.


  The fact that the configurations existed at all leaned towards an intelligent construction. Data from Kynos could not show whether the rocks forming the circles and dots were nearby rocks moved into position or might have been moved from remote locations, because there were simply not enough rocks available. Only a landing on the moon with a remotely operated rover could analyze the rocks themselves. That would never happen. The images had been deleted specifically to avoid calling attention to them.


  Norrell saved all the data he had collected and turned off the computer. There was nothing else to do. He would not bring his conclusions to the attention of his colleagues, especially Shipley, whom he believed had orchestrated the deletions, or as he now described it, a new cover-up. He recalled where he had seen similar circle configurations. They were eerily similar to the now-familiar crop circles that had first been reported from England. He would have to remain silent.


  



  * * * *


  



  Billy Lockwood believed that the configurations were the extraterrestrial equivalents of Earth’s crop circles. He did not need to do a detailed analysis of the configurations he found on other planetary moons. He was sure that the same conclusions would be reached.


  He would have to decide what to do with the information. Discuss it with friends? Bring it to the attention of organizations such as SETI? Perhaps contact UFO investigators? Maybe the crop circle investigation society, if such existed?


  He would not bring the issue to the attention of NASA. They might be polite and accept his commentaries, but they, too, would find a way to bury the matter. Any objections by him would be met with not only denial but accusations against him. They would try to discredit him in any way possible. They would not be past searching out his personal records and unearthing a speeding ticket he had received at age seventeen. Or perhaps the two crowns on his teeth, pointing to his bad health as being a reason for his paranoia.


  Several more weeks went by before he could not contain himself. He decided to make the data public. He would post the “before” and “after” pictures of the images on an Internet site. Accompanying the images would be a brief text describing the features of the circles and asking why they were deleted by NASA. He would include the bombshell suggestion that Kynos’ circles were closely related to Earth’s crop circles. That they were, in fact, proof that extraterrestrials had visited Earth as well as other places in the solar system.


  He would not, of course, use any of his own sites. He could be too easily identified and didn’t want the FBI or the CIA or Homeland Security or any of the mysterious “men in black” knocking on his door and whisking him away to an undisclosed dungeon.


  He had discounted sending the documentation to any of the print media or to a television station. They were too controlled by the government and any publication would have an immediate denial of accuracy, something sent in by a “demented hoaxer” or “publicity seeker.”


  He developed a plan. All the pictures and data would be placed on a flash drive. He would search the obituaries for names of deceased in other nearby cities within driving distance. Lockwood was sure he could obtain the e-mail addresses of the deceased and then, after a period of time, he would access that computer to determine its usage. He might have to repeat the activity several times until he found the right address. Then he would drive to that city, or town, and go to a library. They all had computers for Internet use for patrons. There should be no difficulty in utilizing one of the computers to send the data to a site. He decided on sending the data to a tabloid newspaper with a wide following.


  Several months later he drove to the public library in a town about an hour and a half from Houston. He found a computer available to anyone who was not a library member. He did not have to present a library card. He checked the ceiling and walls around the computer area to be sure there were no surveillance cameras, as he had seen in many computer cafes.


  To further avoid detection, he wore a flexible headpiece which showed him to be a balding man with a fringe of graying hair. A false moustache completed the disguise. A small pillow under his shirt gave him a paunch. His only vulnerability was his car. Someone could recognize it or take down his plate number. Or, heaven forbid, he could be involved in an accident. He could only trust to luck that his identity would be concealed.


  Within a few minutes he had sent the images to a website know for its outlandish reporting. The parent newspaper, the Eastern Star, described as a sensationalist tabloid, was continually called disreputable but, to the dismay of many of its critics, it published verifiable facts to back its reports. It reported mainly on entertainment celebrities, the sports world, and an occasional politician.


  Lockwood was sure the images would be studied, the paper would contact NASA and other serious scientific organizations, and they would contact the political establishments of Houston and Texas to verify what they had received before they published anything.


  The newspaper did not take the situation lightly. They knew that the publication of the images and their own descriptions and questions would cause an uproar. This would be the biggest story in the newspaper’s history and probably in the history of the world. The owners wanted the story to be right and backed by solid evidence. The answer to the eternal question, “Are We Alone?” was at hand.


  They obtained copies of the public transmission of the Kynos fly-by tapes. They did not know of the secured original data, nor could they access it if it were known. Their main goal was to publish the images side by side and ask, “Why this cover-up?” They expected a brutal counterattack by the government and many others. They had been attacked before. Only a few very clever hoaxers had been able to “put one over” on them and their quick admission of “being had” had reduced the damages.


  Billy Lockwood could not have chosen a better outlet for his aims. The tabloid would reach a wide audience and he hoped that the force of public opinion and outcry would force the government to admit the truth. It was a long shot, but more had been accomplished with far less effort.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
x
/\l AN'B. GOLDSAMT





