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PRAISE FOR AWAKENING the SPIRIT of AMERICA


“Democracy is a fragile thing, as today’s headlines make clear. Awakening the Spirit of America, Paul M. Sparrow’s vivid, blow-by-blow account of the fateful struggle between a great president and a fatally flawed national hero, shows how grateful we should be for Franklin Roosevelt’s canniness and courage, his ability to marshal the English language in freedom’s cause, and his unshakable belief that in a world threatened by tyranny, the American people had a crucial role to play.”

—Geoffrey Ward, author of A First-Class Temperament: The Emergence of Franklin Roosevelt, and Closest Companion: The Unknown Story of the Intimate Friendship Between Franklin Roosevelt and Margaret Suckley, and the Ken Burns PBS documentary, The Roosevelts: An Intimate History

“Paul Sparrow’s Awakening the Spirit of America brilliantly highlights FDR’s desperate struggle to prepare Americans for the fight with fascism. Sparrow makes superb use of FDR’s own words to tell this important story. The blend of scholarship and readability places Sparrow with Robert Caro and Doris Kearns Goodwin in the top ranks of popular historians.”

—Dr. Elliott Sumers, author of Operation Storm King

“Sparrow, former director of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, brings his storytelling talents and familiarity with the 32nd president to bear in this engaging book. The narrative centers on Roosevelt’s desire to make the U.S. the world’s foremost opponent of tyranny. A wonderfully written and researched study of a crucial period in 20th-century America.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred)

“An impeccably researched and intimate narrative of the events leading up to America’s participation in World War II, especially the highly consequential rivalry between nativism and democracy that still echoes in today’s harrowing political climate. Awakening the Spirit of America adds new and important information in the highly traveled road of FDR biography.”

—Dr. Steven Lomazow, author FDR’s Deadly Secret and FDR Unmasked

“Powerfully portrays the political genius of FDR as he confronted global authoritarian forces, which had taken root in America, threatening the essence of democratic ideals and democratic aspirations. Sparrow, breathing life into one of the most critical periods in American history, clearly makes the case that FDR’s wisdom and international leadership in his day offers guidance in today’s struggle with anti-democratic forces both domestic and foreign.”

—Michael Zuckerman, former USA Today Washington editor, investigative reporter, and author of Vengeance is Mine

“A truly suspenseful history. Sure, we know President Franklin Roosevelt prevailed against the isolationists, antisemites, and Nazi sympathizers of the America First Committee and rallied Americans to defend democratic life against the ambitions and forces of Hitler, Mussolini, and the Japanese imperialists. But Sparrow makes us critically aware of how FDR had to first pursue battles against the Committee’s popular champion Charles Lindbergh—and how things might have gone otherwise had FDR faltered. Sparrow makes clear to us the power of FDR’s words, the words that reminded Americans of who they were and what they had to do.”

—Harvey J. Kaye, professor emeritus of Democracy and Justice at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay and author of The Fight for the Four Freedoms and FDR on Democracy
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PREFACE

No president in American history had a more significant impact on both American and world history than Franklin Roosevelt. He transformed the very concept of what a democratic government should do for its people, what rights its citizens have, and even what constitutes fundamental human rights for all people. In his battle to save democracy from fascism, to protect freedom and justice, he used every weapon at his disposal; his charisma and mellifluous voice; the power of the federal government; radio, newspapers, magazines; and boisterous rallies. All to shift public opinion in favor of supporting an ally in desperate need. Yet at the core of all of Roosevelt’s weapons were his words. His words brought hope to a desperate world, comfort to those suffering hunger and deprivation, and a vision of a better world for those crushed by totalitarian oppression and hatred. This book seeks to put the reader in the room with FDR’s team and his equally charismatic foil, the famed transatlantic pilot Charles Lindbergh, as they devise their linguistic strategy and craft the words that would decide the fate of all freedom loving people. I was fortunate to serve as the director of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum for some years. After a long career in broadcasting and museum leadership, running a historically significant archive was a humbling experience. As I delved deeper and deeper into the collection (more than 17 million pages of documents, 10,000 pieces of art, 25,000 artifacts, 50,000 books), the power and impact of his words and deeds moved me. When I first entered the secure stacks of the FDR Presidential Library, operating under the auspices of the National Archives, I was familiar with the well-known narrative of his life. Over time I came to understand a deeper truth—his remarkable success rested on a profound belief in the American spirit, the soul of America.

The one aspect of the Roosevelt narrative that intrigues me the most is how incredibly relevant it is today. Nearly every major issue he dealt with in the 1930s and 1940s is still a part of our daily lives: global conflicts, weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, income inequality, environmental degradation, propaganda and misinformation, authoritarianism, health care, social safety nets, racism, and antisemitism. In revisiting one of the most consequential periods of FDR’s twelve years in the White House, I seek to provide some guidance for us today.

Over a two-year period, from September 1939 until January 1942, President Roosevelt persuaded the world that free people could overcome the terror of mechanized militaries controlled by brutal totalitarian governments. Understanding why and how FDR was able to confront and conquer the grave challenges America faced then is the driving force behind this book. Examining his words and deeds provide lessons for us today in an America struggling with dangerous factions bent on undermining democracy.

Today’s political environment, where violent militias spout fascist ideology and antisemitism, is directly descended from the America First Committee that emerged during the lead up to World War II. Neo-Nazi protestors proudly wearing “Camp Auschwitz” T-shirts and shouting “We Will Not Be Replaced” threaten attacks on Jews and deface synagogues in tactics that mimic the brown-shirted Stormtroopers of Hitler’s Germany. Now, as then, the spread of disinformation to undermine democracy and encourage racist, anti-immigrant, and antisemitic conspiracy theories poses an imminent threat. Hitler’s invasion of Poland and the powerful political groups who opposed support for England and France are reflected today in political and media figures opposing aid to Ukraine in its existential battle with Russia.

During his campaign for president in 1940 Roosevelt said this about the information war he was fighting: “Certain techniques of propaganda, created and developed in dictator countries, have been imported into this campaign. It is the very simple technique of repeating and repeating and repeating falsehoods, with the idea that by constant repetition and reiteration, with no contradiction, the misstatements will finally come to be believed. They are used to create fear by instilling in the minds of our people doubt of each other, doubt of their government, and doubt of the purposes of their democracy.”

This specific period of Franklin Roosevelt’s presidency reveals how FDR confronted isolationists, fascists, and anti-immigrant politicians with a clear vision for a better world. His hope that Americans would rise to the challenge of defending democracy was built on the founding principle of the United States, the commitment to fight for freedom.

When Hitler plunged Europe into the chaos of World War II and the British Empire teetered on the brink of collapse, the future of democracy rested on one man’s shoulders. Franklin Roosevelt battled fierce resistance as he sought to provide support for Great Britain in its time of desperate need. The handsome and world-famous aviator Charles Lindbergh emerged as Roosevelt’s nemesis, and led the isolationist opposition to the president’s efforts. Lindbergh spoke for many, and his allies included FDR’s own Ambassador to Great Britain Joseph Kennedy, media titan William Randolph Hearst, and automobile tycoon Henry Ford.

President Roosevelt had his own allies, chief among them Prime Minister Winston Churchill. The two men forged a transatlantic partnership hailed as the most important alliance in American history. Roosevelt’s team of advisors and writers included Harry Hopkins, a New Dealer who became the president’s closest advisor; Judge Samuel Rosenman who started helping FDR with his speeches in the late 1920’s and the Pulitzer Prize–winning playwright Robert Sherwood who added poetry and passion to Roosevelt’s prose. And of course, his wife Eleanor Roosevelt, the most influential first lady in American history. All helped him in his fight for the soul of America and the battle between democracy and fascism.

During his 1936 campaign for reelection, Franklin Roosevelt told his supporters that “This generation has a rendezvous with destiny.” That simple phrase set the tone of Roosevelt’s leadership for the rest of his life. Alone among American leaders he foresaw early on the danger Hitler and fascism posed for democracy and freedom around the world. While many, including Charles Lindbergh, praised Hitler and his resurgent Germany as the world struggled through the Great Depression, Roosevelt saw a madman intent on global domination. Most Americans wanted nothing to do with war in Europe, and FDR faced an enormous challenge in convincing them the United States had a moral responsibility to rise to the occasion and embrace its destiny as a superpower.

Amid drama, conflict, and tension, Franklin and his team confronted entrenched antipathy and impossible deadlines as they labored to change public opinion. Night upon night, Winston Churchill and the British people struggled to survive bombing raids Hitler believed would break that nation’s spirit. A German invasion seemed imminent. If the United States did not provide military supplies, food, and fuel the British Empire would fall. President Roosevelt strained against the strictures of the Neutrality Acts, which prevented him from providing arms to belligerent nations. The campaign to win the hearts and minds of Americans took place on the battlefield of public opinion, primarily delivered by way of radio and the print media.

His opponents also relied on mass media and political rallies, often with clandestine support from Nazi Germany. Soon after the invasion of Poland, Lindbergh utilized his boyish charm, good looks, and heroic status to rally millions to his cause. His passionate belief that America should remain neutral arose from his profound admiration for Germany, his disdain for Great Britain, and a deeply hidden antisemitism. His strong opposition to war echoes his father’s pacifist stand during World War I, when he was one of only a handful of congressmen to vote against the Unites States entry into the war. He also harbored resentment toward the freedom enjoyed by the press, having suffered under the glare of tabloid flashbulbs after the tragic death of his infant son. One reporter went so far as to sneak into the morgue to photograph the murdered baby’s corpse.

Franklin Roosevelt had faith in the American people, and fought back with words of his own. His devoted writers and advisors helped him construct a compelling and persuasive case against fascism that encouraged people to believe in democracy and its future.

The alliance between Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, forged in the fires of war, defeated the forces of hatred and oppression and created the world we live in today. It is a world that is far from perfect, but also far from the mass murder and destruction of the mid-twentieth century. My hope is that Franklin Roosevelt’s belief that the American spirit will rise to any challenge when freedom is threatened will inspire others as it has inspired me.

—Paul M. Sparrow

Lewes, Delaware






PART ONE THE WAR BEGINS
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Proof sheet of portraits by Marcel Sternberger, taken at the White House, December 5, 1939.






[image: Image]
Hitler watching German soldiers march into Poland, September 1939.




1 “GOD HELP US ALL”



WASHINGTON, D.C.—SEPTEMBER 1939

President Roosevelt’s private secretary, Marguerite “Missy” LeHand, was sound asleep in her third-floor bedroom at the White House when her bedside telephone rang, startling her awake. It was shortly after 2:45 A.M. on September 1, 1939. She answered and heard the voice of William Bullitt, the American ambassador to France. Normally charming and flirtatious—he was a suitor of hers—Bullitt’s manner was hard and brusque.1

“I need to speak to him right away. I just heard from Ambassador Biddle in Poland,” Bullitt said. “The Germans have attacked. Can you tell the switchboard to put me through to his room?”

“Oh, my God!” she exclaimed. “Yes, hold on.” Overnight operators had orders not to wake the President without an okay from Missy, who controlled access to Roosevelt night and day. She ran downstairs to the president’s bedroom and woke him. The operator put the call through.2

Roosevelt picked up the handset. “Mr. President, I just got off the phone with Biddle,” Bullitt said. “It’s bad.” The president and his assistant listened as Bullitt explained that German forces had crossed the Polish border in massive numbers and were bombing cities and slaughtering civilians. When Bullitt finished, the president sighed. “Well, Bill, it has come at last,” he said. “God help us all.”

Roosevelt hung up and sat in silent thought. Taking up the notepad and pencil he kept at bedside, he recorded a message for posterity. “The President received word at 2:50 A.M. by telephone from Ambassador Biddle through Ambassador Bullitt that Germany has invaded Poland and that four cities are being bombed. The Pres. Directed that all Navy ships and army commands be notified by radio at once. In bed 3:05 A.M. sept. 1 ’39 FDR”3

The president immediately called the secretaries of state, army, and navy and gave them the news. Assistant press secretary William Hassett notified the media and went on the radio announcing the German invasion.

World War II began in Germany at 5:40 A.M., when Adolf Hitler, surrounded by his top military leaders, declared, “The Polish state has refused the peaceful settlement of relations which I desired, and appealed to arms… In order to put an end to this lunacy I have no other choice than to meet force with force from now on.”4

As dawn was breaking over Poland, German artillery, tanks, and forty-two divisions of jackbooted troops unleashed a fusillade on unsuspecting Poles. Thousands of Luftwaffe bombers and fighters dropped death on peaceful cities while Wehrmacht armored battalions and infantry raced across the land, introducing the tactic of blitzkrieg, or “lightning war.” In the face of overwhelming force, the Polish army displayed incredible bravery. Desperate to slow the attack, about 250 Polish cavalrymen charged an invading infantry unit, driving off the enemy foot soldiers—until German armored trucks mounting heavy machine guns laid waste to the men on horseback. Nearly a third were killed or wounded.

Hitler, wearing Wehrmacht field grey to address a hastily assembled Reichstag, pledged to remove his uniform only in victory or in death. Radio, his favored propaganda tool, broadcast his vile, lie-filled speech worldwide.5

Franklin Roosevelt was among the millions listening, and at 5:00 A.M. he called his wife Eleanor, who was at their home in Hyde Park, New York, and told her to tune in.6

In harsh tones that dripped scorn and anger, the Führer claimed the Poles had forced his hand by thwarting his numerous attempts to achieve a peaceful solution to the Polish problem. He bragged about having enlisted a new ally: the Soviet Union.

“I am happy particularly to be able to tell you of one event… I no longer see any reason why [Germany and The U.S.S.R.] should still oppose one another… We have, therefore, resolved to conclude a pact which rules out for ever any use of violence between us… Russia and Germany fought against one another in the World War. That shall and will not happen a second time.” Hitler’s announcement of a nonaggression pact with the Soviet Union was a stunning reversal—his hatred of Stalin and his belief that the Bolsheviks were controlled by Jews formed the foundation of his worldview.7

Raising his voice, the dictator rationalized his actions. “I am resolved to remove from the German frontiers the element of uncertainty, the everlasting atmosphere of conditions resembling civil war,” he said. “I will not war against women and children. I have ordered my air force to restrict itself to attacks on military objectives.” This was a blatant lie. Even as he spoke, German bombs were killing Polish civilians.

“I will continue this struggle, no matter against whom, until the safety of the Reich and its rights are secured. If our will is so strong that no hardship and suffering can subdue it, then our will and our German might shall prevail.”8

England and France soon declared war with Germany to honor their treaties with Poland. Millions of Americans feared the U.S. would be drawn into the war. Hitler’s new alliance with the Soviets tipped the balance of power in Europe in Germany’s favor. The next day, in her weekly syndicated newspaper column, Eleanor Roosevelt dismissed Hitler’s speech. “How can you say that you do not intend to make war on women and children and then send planes to bomb cities?” she asked.

By midmorning journalists were packing the White House lobby, demanding explanations from press secretary Stephen Early. Behind the closed door to the president’s office, Roosevelt was with Hugh Wilson, accepting Wilson’s previously tendered resignation as ambassador to Germany while seeking insights from him into Hitler’s latest horror show. Secretary of State Cordell Hull joined them.9 At 10:40 A.M. the president signaled Early to admit the press and he sounded the buzzer that alerted the reporters. Earl Godwin, who had been covering Roosevelt for years, was first into the room. A conservative former print reporter, Godwin was now an influential presence on the NBC Blue radio network.

Seated behind a large mahogany desk in a green velvet swivel chair, American and presidential flags flanking him, the president pulled the cigarette holder from his mouth and asked Godwin, “What time did you get up?”10

“About 3:00 or 3:15, right after you aroused the nation. Felt like I belonged to the village fire department.”

“Yes, you were not the only one.”11

As one last reporter was elbowing into the crowded room, Early called out, “All In!”

Roosevelt had an easy rapport with the journalists nearly encircling him. Unlike predecessors, he regularly appeared, often twice a week, at lively press conferences during which he made clear what was on the record and what was for “background” only. He was on a first-name basis with many reporters. Even newshounds who disagreed with him politically liked the man, and all honored an unspoken agreement never to write of his withered legs or photograph him in his wheelchair or being carried in and out of vehicles. Interactions between FDR and the press were usually playful and informal. Not so today.

“I think a good many of us had a somewhat sleepless night,” Roosevelt said. “Bill Hassett has told you of what happened at the White House last night, beginning at 2:50 A.M. I do not believe at this particular time of this very critical period in the world’s history that there is anything which I can say except to ask for full cooperation of the press throughout this country in sticking as closely as possible to facts. Of course, that will be the best thing for our own nation, and I think for civilization.”

Rumors and falsehoods were swamping newsrooms nationwide, and the president stressed the need to prize accuracy over speed. The first question addressed exactly what everyone wanted to know.

“I think what is probably uppermost in the minds of all the American people today is—Can we stay out? Would you like to make any comment at this time?”

Without hesitation Roosevelt answered in strong, righteous tones. “Only this, that I not only sincerely hope so, but I believe we can and that every effort will be made by the administration so to do.”

“May we make that a direct quote?”

“Yes” the president replied with finality. That simple question—“Can we stay out?”—came to dominate political discourse in the United States for the next two years, with powerful voices demanding America isolate itself from the carnage of another European ground war.

As the press conference ended, George Durno, the senior wire service reporter, ritually called out, “Thank you Mr. President!”12 Instantly newsmen scrambled to be first to a bank of phones reserved for their use in the press room two doors over. Dashing past Secret Service agents stationed at the doorway, they crashed through Missy’s office, around the huge round mahogany table in the lobby, and into the press room. In less than a minute reporters were dictating the president’s statement to newsrooms. The headline of the early afternoon edition of the Washington Evening Star read, ROOSEVELT PLEDGES EVERY EFFORT TO KEEP U.S. OUT OF WAR.




LONDON


Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain summoned Winston Churchill to 10 Downing Street shortly after noon on September 1. For years Churchill had been in political exile as his militant views on Hitler and Mussolini put him at odds with “His Majesty’s Government.” His strident calls from the back benches of Parliament for an aggressive stance regarding Hitler earned him few friends. His disdain for, and public disparagement of, Chamberlain’s policy of appeasement had made President Roosevelt see in Churchill a potential British partner. Chamberlain had little respect for American leadership, and Roosevelt thought the Prime Minister an appeaser and a fool.

Churchill entered Downing Street at his customary quick step, smoking a cigar, and feeling vindicated for his predictions regarding the Nazis. Chamberlain, clearly shaken and unsure of what to do, met him in the Cabinet Room.

“I see no hope of averting war,” the prime minister said. “I shall have to form a small War Cabinet of Ministers without departments to conduct it.13 It would exclude the war, admiralty and RAF ministers. I hope to form a national coalition, but Labor has declined. I would like you to be a part of this.”

Churchill agreed. The two began discussing who should serve and who should not. Chamberlain assured Churchill that “unless Berlin ceases all aggressive action against Poland and withdraw their forces already there His Majesty’s government would fulfill its obligations to the Poles without hesitation.”14 That promise languished for days. Before a session of Parliament that evening, with most members expecting a declaration of war, the prime minister again procrastinated, saying Whitehall was awaiting word from Berlin regarding the situation.

Response to Chamberlain’s meekness was overwhelmingly negative, even outraging members of his own Cabinet. On September 3, Chamberlain finally went on the BBC to announce England was at war with Germany. Churchill addressed the next session of Parliament, delivering the first of many memorable wartime speeches. “Outside the storms of war may blow and the lands may be lashed with the fury of its gales, but in our own hearts this Sunday morning there is peace,” he declared. “Our consciences are at rest… We are fighting to save the whole world from the pestilence of Nazi tyranny and in defense of all that is most sacred to man.” Chamberlain met with Churchill afterward and offered him the post he most intensely desired—first lord of the admiralty, the position he had held during the First World War.15

The concept of fighting Hitler to save the world would become the cornerstone to the complex relationship between Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt. This notion of a global crusade also came to stand at the core of the argument that Roosevelt made to the American public as he struggled in coming years to lead their country away from an isolationist worldview and toward acceptance of America’s rendezvous with destiny in defeating fascism. This “defense of all that is most sacred to man” was the essence of FDR’s efforts to save the soul of America and inspire its citizens to rise to the challenge facing them. But before he could come to Churchill’s aid, he had to walk the razor thin line between truth and lies—agreeing America should remain neutral, while secretly preparing for war.





THE WHITE HOUSE


On the day that Churchill became first lord, Roosevelt hosted key advisors at the White House to hone the text of the fireside chat he was to give that evening. One of his closest aides, Assistant Secretary of State Adolf Berle, had submitted a draft, but FDR insisted on writing his own remarks.

President Roosevelt sat at a table near the white marble fireplace in the Lincoln study. He wore a short-sleeved shirt; outside the temperature was 85°, and the swampy Potomac humidity made conditions feel even warmer. At 3:52 P.M. Berle, Secretary of State Cordell Hull, Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles, and Assistant Secretary of War Louis Johnson entered the room in silence. All were feeling the weight of history. Roosevelt distributed copies of his reworking of the speech.

“Mr. President this is a tremendous improvement over anything I have done,” Berle said.16

There was much discussion of the need to declare America’s neutrality, with Secretary Hull insistent on language affirming that status as official U.S. policy. The meeting broke up at 5:00 P.M. Roosevelt had a quiet dinner with Missy LeHand and her assistant Grace Tully after the women had finished typing a final reading copy of his speech.

At 8:55 P.M. a Secret Service agent wheeled Roosevelt into the Diplomatic Reception Room. That space, in the White House basement, had been transformed into a broadcast studio from which the president had delivered many radio addresses. The thirteen-foot vaulted stone ceilings gave the room a feeling of depth and sanctuary, like a cathedral crypt. On this night, though, the makeshift studio was bustling with dozens of radio and newsreel technicians arranging and rearranging microphones, cables, and lights. At exactly 9:00 P.M. the president leaned in close to an array of microphones and began speaking to fellow Americans in a relaxed, clear voice, as one neighbor might talk with another over the dining room table. This was his fourteenth fireside chat, and one of his most important.

“My countrymen and my friends: Tonight, my single duty is to speak to the whole of America,” Roosevelt said. “Until four-thirty this morning I had hoped against hope that some miracle would prevent a devastating war in Europe and bring to an end the invasion of Poland by Germany.

“For four long years a succession of actual wars and constant crises have shaken the entire world and have threatened in each case to bring on the gigantic conflict which is today unhappily a fact.”17

Wherever the moment found them, millions of Americans were leaning toward radios, hanging on his every word. Fear of war was rampant, and the public craved reassurance from their leader that the United States was safe. Roosevelt denounced the invasion of Poland, and despite his own feelings to the contrary the president delivered the words the State Department requested—a statement that America would remain neutral. But he offered an important caveat, inserting his personal perspective over his diplomats’ objections.18

“But I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well,” Roosevelt said. “Even a neutral has a right to take accounts of facts. Even a neutral cannot be asked to close his mind or his conscience.” Just three days after the start of the war, Franklin Roosevelt addressed the issue that was to drive him for the next two years. The Neutrality Acts might prevent the country from taking sides in this conflict, but individual Americans had to decide for themselves what direction their moral compasses pointed. He later called this his quest to save the soul of America. Roosevelt knew in his heart that someday, perhaps soon, the United States would have to confront Hitler and fascism. But he repeated his oft-voiced declaration that “I have said not once but many times that I have seen war and I hate war. I say it again and again. I hope the United States will keep out of this war. I believe that it will. And I give you assurance and reassurance that every effort of your government will be directed toward that end.”

And so, President Roosevelt walked the razor’s edge between truth and deception. He used words that would inform the public without alarming them while doing everything he could to prepare for the very action that he denied he was going to take.




NEW YORK CITY


Charles Lindbergh arrived in New York City by train at 7:40 A.M. after an overnight journey from Washington D.C.19 The tall, lanky aviator strode across the marble floor of Grand Central Station. The huge headlines on the morning papers fronting the cluttered newsstands—GERMAN TROOPS ENTER POLAND—shouted out to him. War had come. The famed pilot of the Spirit of St. Louis and international hero had recently returned to the United States after spending four years in Europe. After his infant son’s kidnapping and death in 1932, and years of ensuing media mayhem, in 1935 Charles and wife Anne had fled flashbulbs and prying eyes to seek peace in Great Britain. The tall handsome pilot and his beautiful, fashionable wife were recognized everywhere they went and treated as celebrities. The German government invited Lindbergh to visit that reviving nation’s aircraft factories and landing fields. He met several times with Luftwaffe Commander in Chief Hermann Göring, who presented Lindbergh with the Service Cross of the German Eagle at an American Embassy event. German warplanes profoundly impressed Lindbergh. In detailed reports to the American Embassy, he observed that German aviation technology and design were far outpacing that of the U.S. He praised Germans’ vitality and energy.20

In September 1939, facing the reality of Hitler’s aggression, Lindbergh wrote in his diary, “What stand should America take in this war? This is now our most pressing issue. We have enough internal problems without confusing them with war. I see trouble ahead even in times of peace. War would leave affairs chaotic—and always the best men lost.”21

After listening to President Roosevelt’s fireside chat, Lindbergh wrote, “I wish I trusted him more. Much as I dislike taking part in politics and public life, I intend to do so if necessary to stop the trend which is now going on in this country.”22

Many Americans shared Lindbergh’s view that the country should not involve itself in European wars. War’s inevitable byproduct—refugees—had been hotly debated for years. Just a week before Germany invaded Poland, Lindbergh had met in Washington, D.C., with William R. Castle, former ambassador to Japan and state department official under Herbert Hoover, and archconservative radio commentator Fulton Lewis Jr. Over dinner at Castle’s house the three found common ground in their opposition to American involvement in the war. They also shared a dislike for Jews.23

Painfully seasoned by his experiences with the media, Lindbergh spoke bluntly. “We are disturbed about the effect of the Jewish influence in our press, radio, and motion pictures,” the aviator told the former diplomat and the newsman. “It may become very serious.”

Lewis told of an experience he had had while working in radio. “There was one instance when a Jewish advertising firm threatened to remove all their advertising from the Mutual system if a certain feature were permitted to go on the air,” he said. “The threat was powerful enough to have the feature removed!”

Lindbergh responded, “I do not blame the Jews so much for their attitude, although I think it unwise from their own standpoint.”24

“If an antisemitic movement starts in the United States, it may go far,” he wrote in his journal that night. “It will eventually affect the good Jews along with the others.”




WASHINGTON


At 11:00 P.M. on Sunday, September 10, having spent the weekend inspecting progress on the Presidential Library being built at the Roosevelt family estate known as Springwood, the president left Hyde Park for Highland, New York, across the Hudson River. At the train station he boarded his private Pullman car and departed for an overnight ride to Washington, D.C. He arrived at the White House at 8:45 A.M. and at the desk in his private study composed a personal note to Winston Churchill, the pugnacious aristocrat recently appointed Britain’s first lord of the admiralty for a second time. The first had been during World War I, while Roosevelt was assistant secretary of the navy. Bypassing the State Department and centuries of diplomatic protocol, the president wrote in an informal and friendly tone: “My dear Churchill, it is because you and I occupied similar positions in the World War that I want you to know how glad I am that you are back again in the Admiralty.”25

For a president to directly contact a foreign military officer is a serious breach of political etiquette. Roosevelt did not care. He had little respect for British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, who had indulged in a disastrous course of appeasement with Adolf Hitler. Roosevelt was eager to connect with someone who shared his deep concerns regarding the Nazi threat to the world.

“What I want you and the Prime Minister to know is that I shall at all times welcome it if you will keep me in touch personally with anything you want me to know about,” FDR wrote. “You can always send sealed letters through your pouch or my pouch.”

This remarkable communique began a friendship that has been called the most significant of the twentieth century. Over the next six years, Roosevelt and Churchill exchanged thousands of messages and letters and spent 113 days together at private and official military conferences. Understanding the sensitive nature of this letter, Churchill shared it with the War Cabinet and with their input replied to Roosevelt that he looked forward to further communication.

In keeping with his position, Churchill headed his response “The Following From Naval Person.” He used this unique salutation throughout thousands of exchanges, substituting “Former Naval Person” when he became prime minister. This wartime correspondence between the leaders of two countries has no parallel in modern history. Most of the dispatches were labeled top secret and not declassified until 1972. They reveal the depth of the pair’s intense involvement in nearly every aspect of World War II, the planning for the post-war world, their disagreements, and their friendship and senses of humor.

In his six-volume history of World War II, Churchill writes, “I was delighted to receive a personal letter from President Roosevelt. I responded with alacrity, using the signature of “Naval Person” and thus began that long and memorable correspondence.”

A few weeks later, on October 5, Churchill was having dinner in his London apartment with the director of naval construction, Sir Stanley Goodall, and Rear Admiral Bruce Fraser. They were discussing the latest developments with the Royal Navy when the phone in the front hall rang. The valet answered. After a moment he entered the dining room and Churchill barked “Who is it?”

“I don’t know, sir.”

“Well, say I can’t attend to it now.”

“I think you ought to come, sir.”26

A nettled Churchill pushed his chair back from the table and stomped to the phone. Goodall and Fraser both wondered who would dare telephone the notoriously testy Churchill at this hour. After a silence, they heard Churchill say, “Yes, sir.”

“Who on earth could that be?” Fraser later recalled thinking. “There are few people he would address as sir.”

Churchill strode back into the room. “Do you know who that was?” he said. “The president of the United States! It is remarkable to think of being rung up in this little flat in Victoria Street by the president himself in the midst of a great war. This is very important. I must go see the prime pinister at once.”

The dinnertime interruption had arisen from a false flag operation. The Germans had warned the president that the British were about to sink an American liner, the Iroquois, and blame it on the Germans. The whole thing was a ruse, but Roosevelt had thought it serious enough to contact Churchill directly. This set the stage for a deepening of their relationship, as FDR pushed against boundaries imposed by the Neutrality Acts on assisting belligerent nations (and wanted to make sure any ploys to disturb this were disproved) and Churchill did everything in his considerable power to entice the president to join the war on the side of Britain.
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Charles Lindbergh delivering a radio address over the Mutual Broadcasting System, October 13, 1939.




2A SHOT ACROSS THE BOW



WASHINGTON—SEPTEMBER 1939

Charles Lindbergh had been out of the public eye for years; he had last done a radio broadcast in August 1931. His new friend, conservative radio host Fulton Lewis Jr., saw Lindbergh as a potential spokesman for the isolationist movement. Lewis, a vocal supporter of Hitler’s regime before Germany’s invasion of Poland, had strong connections with Nazis in America. Years later, after World War II had ended, Allied analysts reviewing sheaves of dispatches seized from the German Embassy in Washington found one in which Lewis suggested in detail how Hitler could cultivate a friendly relationship with Roosevelt as a means of ensuring continued American neutrality. Lewis went so far as to draft specific language for the dictator to use.1

Lewis arranged for Lindbergh to make the case for neutrality by radio from the nation’s capital on September 15. Lindbergh took the assignment seriously and spent days writing a script. Knowing his remarks would stir a furor, he arrived in Washington on Thursday, September 14, 1939, to meet with U.S. Army Air Corps Commander General Henry “Hap” Arnold. Arnold, who had been privy to the results of Lindbergh’s reconnaissance of German airpower, had enormous respect for the “Lone Eagle.” He read and approved Lindbergh’s speech, suggesting that the aviator, a member of the Air Corps Reserve, resign that commission.

Arnold undoubtedly passed word up the army chain of command. On Friday, scheduled to speak that evening, Lindbergh got an urgent message from his friend Colonel Truman Smith. The men had met in Berlin, where Smith had been the American military attaché when Lindbergh was visiting German air force facilities, and had become close. Now Smith was an advisor to U.S. Army Chief of Staff George C. Marshall.

Smith arrived at Lindbergh’s room in the Carlton Hotel, a magnificent eight-story Beaux Arts building two blocks from the White House, around 4:00 P.M.; Lindbergh was to speak at 9:45. “The administration is very much worried about your intentions to promote neutrality,” Smith told Lindbergh. “They are willing to create a cabinet position of secretary of air for you, if you will support the president.”

Lindbergh said he would be speaking his mind as planned.

“Well, you see they are worried,” Smith replied, laughing.2

At 8:30, after dinner at Fulton Lewis’s home, Lindbergh and his wife Anne joined Lewis and his wife, Alice, and headed back to the Carlton Hotel, site of the multinetwork broadcast. Charles wore a dark suit and tie, and a black fedora. Anne dressed fashionably in a black dress with a fur stole.3 In the Carlton lobby a horde of reporters and photographers rushed the famously reclusive pair, who escaped the flurry of flashbulbs and shouted questions by ducking into an elevator.

The impromptu studio occupied an upper-floor room. Technicians were just finishing their handiwork. Cables crisscrossed the floor, and on a table stood six microphones. All three major radio networks—CBS, NBC, and Mutual—were to carry the broadcast. At the appointed time, Charles Lindbergh began.

“In times of great emergency men of the same belief must gather together for mutual counsel and action,” he said. “I speak tonight to those people in the United States who feel that the destiny of this country does not call for our involvement in European wars.”

He spoke in a slow, calm voice with a detached air and lacking any noticeable emotion. His flat Midwestern accent and plain language made his opinion easy to understand.

“We cannot count on victory merely by shipping abroad several thousand airplanes and cannon. We are likely to lose a million men, possibly several millions—the best of American youth. If we enter fighting for democracy abroad, we may end by losing it at home.”4

Lindbergh unquestionably understood what he was doing. The words he was speaking were his own, and they accurately expressed views that he held strongly. He was particularly concerned with the rise in what he considered to be a stream of misinformation and outright lies being put forth by a press he had come to loathe for its brutality to his family. But he also gave veiled vent to antisemitic feelings deep within his psyche.

“We will be deluged with propaganda, both foreign and domestic,” he continued. “Much of our news is already colored and we must ask who owns and who influences the newspaper, the news picture, and the radio station. Let us look to our own defense and to our own character. If we attend to them, we have no need to fear what happens elsewhere. If we do not attend to them, nothing can save us.”

And so, Charles Lindbergh fired his first shots across Franklin Roosevelt’s bow. The two men had met only once. On April 20, 1939, fresh from his and Anne’s European sojourn, the thirty-seven-year-old Lindbergh called on the president. Having met that morning with Secretary of War Harry H. Woodring to discuss military aviation in Europe and the United States, Lindbergh arrived at the White House at noon. In the president’s office, he admired FDR’s remarkable collection of historic naval prints and ship models. Roosevelt remained seated behind his desk and leaned forward to offer the aviator his hand in greeting. Only later did Lindbergh realize Roosevelt was “crippled.”

“Thank you for coming. How is your lovely wife, Anne?” the president said. “You know she went to Miss Chapin’s School with my daughter Anna.”

The men undoubtedly discussed the situation in Europe and the state of American air power, which was dismal compared to that of Germany. When Lindbergh tried to leave the executive mansion, he faced a raucous and unavoidable gantlet of photographers and reporters who had every exit covered. Escorting him off the grounds, two uniformed police officers kept the press from swarming him.

In his diary Lindbergh recorded his impression of the president. “He is an accomplished, suave, interesting conversationalist,” he wrote. “I liked him and feel that I could get along with him well. Acquaintanceship would be pleasant and interesting. But there is something about him I did not trust, something a little too suave, too pleasant, too easy. Still, he is our President, and there is no reason for any antagonism between us in the work I am now doing. It is better to work together as long as we can, yet somehow, I have a feeling that it may not be for long.” Lindbergh was right.5

The lead headline of the September 16 New York Times blared, LINDBERGH URGES WE SHUN THE WAR. By the time the Lindberghs returned to Lloyd Manor, their beautiful new Long Island home outside Huntington, New York, the press was dissecting the speech for its political implications. Congratulatory telegrams and letters arrived by the hundreds. Even Secretary of War Woodring thought Lindbergh’s speech “was very well worded and very well delivered.” Former president Herbert Hoover, who detested FDR and fought against all his policies, sought out Lindbergh for a private meeting and told him, “Roosevelt definitely wants to get us into this conflict.”6

But not everyone found Lindbergh’s remarks inspiring. Popular New York Herald Tribune columnist Dorothy Thompson, famed for her “On the Record” byline, noted that Lindbergh’s “inclination toward fascism” was well known among his friends. Thompson also took exception to his oblique but obvious comment about Jewish ownership of newspapers and radio stations. She listed his many interactions with the Nazis, including accepting the Service Cross of the German Eagle. She ended with a typically sharp comment of her own.7

“But since he himself has warned that all who speak in the present situation should have their personal interests inquired into, he cannot object to an inquiry into his own biases,” Thompson concluded. “And his are not the predilections of the majority of Americans or of democracies anywhere.”

Two days after Lindbergh’s radio address and without warning, the Soviet Union attacked Poland from the east—the first violent fruit of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, a mutual nonaggression deal made by Germany and the U.S.S.R a week before Hitler invaded Poland. There followed the subjugation of Poland under its totalitarian masters, whose unexpected reconciliation after years of bitter opposition stunned both Churchill and Roosevelt, threatening a military juggernaut that could crush Western democracies under the tracks of their tanks.

The government of Poland, overwhelmed by two massive foreign armies on that beleaguered nation’s soil, withdrew to Romania and ordered Polish units to reassemble in France. Within weeks the invaders had demolished Polish resistance and divided the country in two.




THE WHITE HOUSE


The situation in Europe was chaotic. Most Americans did not want their country to entangle itself in another senseless bloodbath. Franklin Roosevelt saw the situation very differently. He wanted to provide support for England and France in their efforts to thwart Hitler’s quest for world domination. But the Neutrality Acts prevented him from doing much of anything. One article of the act specifically forbade selling weapons to any belligerents in a military conflict, in effect imposing a total arms embargo. Roosevelt wanted to amend that constraint to allow sale of weapons and matériel on a “cash and carry” basis. While this language appeared to describe a neutral policy, the reality greatly favored England and France, whose navies controlled the Atlantic Ocean. Cargo vessels sailing under those nations’ flags could easily transport armaments, although the German submarine fleet posed a deadly challenge. Lindbergh had not singled out the proposed “cash and carry” amendment for attack, pleasing the president as he prepared for a major address to Congress.

Roosevelt had scheduled that speech for September 21. Time was short, and the stakes remarkably high. Missy LeHand called Judge Sam Rosenman, an old friend of FDR’s who had worked with him for years, and asked him to come to the White House on September 20. Rosenman arrived at 5:30 P.M., and Missy gave him two drafts of the speech. One was the work of Adolf Berle. The other FDR had dictated. Speechwriting usually took place in the Cabinet Room, so Rosenman installed himself there and began editing the sharply contrasting versions into one coherent draft. By the time Secretary of State Cordell Hull and Berle arrived at 8:30 P.M. the long dark table in the center of the ornate room was covered with stacks of paper. Moments later President Roosevelt entered in his wheelchair.8

“Well, let’s get this started” FDR said, jutting his chin and looking confident. For hours, the four worked at achieving the elusive perfect balance of logic, emotion, honesty, and politics. The always cautious Hull pushed for an overarching statement.

“It would be politically expedient if you were to make a commitment that we would never, under no circumstances and whatever happened, go to war,” he told the president.9 Roosevelt looked at Hull for several tense moments, his normally bright blue eyes now a cold steely grey.

“Can you guarantee that?” Roosevelt finally said. “Can I guarantee it?”

After another fraught silence, Berle tried to break the tension. “I do not see how anyone could guarantee the future in the next eight months,” he said. “All we can do is to say that until the Atlantic line is seriously threatened or crossed, we will not go to war.” Everyone agreed, and that language ended up in the final draft. Hull and Berle left around 11:00 P.M. The president went to bed. Rosenman continued working with Grace Tully to produce a coherent revised draft. They wound up at 2:30 A.M.

A few hours later Rosenman joined the president, awake and working but still in bed in his private suite. Sitting up and wearing an old sweater, Roosevelt scrutinized each page of the update, making notes and handing sheet upon sheet to Tully, who would run from the room with each mark-up and type that portion of what became the final reading copy. They finished at 12:30 P.M., and the president’s valet came in to help him dress for the journey to the Capitol.

By convening Congress for an emergency joint session Roosevelt established the urgency of the situation and set the tone for the start of a contentious debate over the arms embargo. Senators and representatives had received thousands of letters and telegrams, mostly opposed to dropping the embargo from the 1937 Neutrality Act. Congress convened two hours before the president was to speak. The mood was tense. As House Speaker William Bankhead (D-Alabama) gaveled the meeting into session, Senator Charles Tobey (R-New Hampshire) moved to insert the text of the Lindbergh speech into the Congressional Record. Senate Foreign Relations Chairman Key Pittman (D-Nevada) stood and objected strongly, precluding insertion of the text. Murmurs of dissent amplified the tension in the room.10

The session’s historic nature had filled the gallery with spectators. Crowds stood outside the Capitol, waiting for any news.

As in all such settings, it was necessary for the president to wear steel leg braces under his trousers. Tightly gripping the arm of his close aide, General Edwin “Pa” Watson, he set about imitating a man who was able to walk. Starting in the mid-1920s, he had mastered the trick of using the muscles of his core to swing one paralyzed leg forward while balancing on the other. When he was within reach of the podium, he grabbed it with one hand, then released his grip on Watson’s arm. There were some cheers, but not the usual exuberant greeting. He began with a somber declaration:

“I have asked the Congress to reassemble in extraordinary session in order that it may consider and act on the amendment of certain legislation, which, in my best judgment, so alters the historic foreign policy of the United States that it impairs the peaceful relations of the United States with foreign nations.11

“For many years, the primary purpose of our foreign policy has been that this nation and this Government should strive to the utmost to aid in avoiding war among nations. But if and when war unhappily comes, the Government and the nation must exert every possible effort to avoid being drawn into the war.”

As he often did in speeches, the president took on the role of teacher. He laid out the historical record of American involvement in foreign wars, and the nation’s policy in regard to trading with active belligerents. He admitted to having been reluctant to sign the Neutrality Act of 1937, the law he was now trying to change.

“I regret that the Congress passed that Act,” he said. “I regret equally that I signed that Act. On July fourteenth of this year, I asked the Congress in the cause of peace and in the interest of real American neutrality and security, to take action to change that Act. I now ask again that such action be taken in respect to… the embargo provisions. I ask it because they are, in my opinion, most vitally dangerous to American neutrality, American security and, above all, American peace.”

Standing for extended periods, even when he was able to steady himself by grasping a podium, was exhausting for FDR due to those ten-pound leg braces and the need to keep his balance while reading the speech. But on this night and in this moment his voice never wavered, his resolve never faltered. His message was clear.

“I seek a greater consistency through the repeal of the embargo provisions, and a return to international law,” he said. “I seek reenactment of the historic and traditional American policy which, has served us well from the very beginning of our Constitutional existence. The result of these last two objectives will be to require all purchases to be made in cash, and all cargoes to be carried in the purchasers’ own ships, at the purchasers’ own risk. Repeal of the embargo and a return to international law are the crux of the issue that faces us.”

Standing tall, looking out at the assembled legislators, Franklin Roosevelt ended his address with a heartfelt plea for unity of purpose, and an indirect reference to what he considered “the soul of America,” that traces back to the founding of the country and the Golden Rule of Christianity—do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

“In a period when it is sometimes said that free discussion is no longer compatible with national safety, may you by your deeds show the world that we of the United States are one people of one mind, one spirit, one clear resolution, walking before God in the light of the living.”

The president turned from the podium, took Watson’s arm, and made his way out of the chamber. Hundreds of congressmen and senators stood and cheered as he exited the room. Many adamantly opposed ending the arms embargo but, understanding the burden they now carried, all respected the articulate passion of the president’s remarks.12

The president met with multiple senators the next day, urging both Democrats and Republicans to repeal the arms embargo. For six weeks the debate raged, with isolationists blasting the effort at repeal and interventionists fighting to help Great Britain and France.

Public opinion shifted, and in a poll 60 percent of those asked supported eliminating the arms embargo, although a vast majority of Americans still opposed any involvement in the war itself. Truman Smith urged his friend Charles Lindbergh to meet with Representative George Tinkham (R-Massachusetts), like Smith an isolationist. Smith and likeminded people realized that Lindbergh would be a highly effective advocate for their cause and encouraged him to speak out again. Lindbergh needed little encouragement.

At 9:30 on the evening of October 13, 1939, Lindbergh sat at a Mutual Radio microphone and explained his position on neutrality and war, his voice reaching millions of listeners. “Tonight, I speak again to the people of this country who are opposed to the United States entering the war which is now going on in Europe,” he said. “We are faced with the need of deciding on a policy of American neutrality. The future of our nation and of our civilization rests upon the wisdom and foresight we use.”13

In a near-monotone Lindbergh provided specifics. He recommended continuing to embargo offensive weapons but allow the sale of “purely defensive” weapons—a distinction most people found meaningless. He proposed to prohibit American ships from the ports of warring nations and adjacent “danger zones.” Finally, in the strongest terms he opposed providing credit to any belligerent nation or its agents.14

Lindbergh made his point in chillingly graphic terms. “I do not want to see American bombers dropping bombs which kill and mutilate European children, even if they are not flown by American pilots,” he told listeners.

In describing the combatants facing off in Europe, Lindbergh made clear whom he favored. “From 1936 to 1939, as I traveled through European countries, I saw the phenomenal military strength of Germany growing like a giant at the side of an aged, and complacent England. In the past we have dealt with a Europe dominated by England and France,” he said. “In the future we may have to deal with a Europe dominated by Germany. But we are often told that if Germany wins this war, cooperation will be impossible, and treaties no more than scraps of paper. I reply that cooperation is never impossible when there is sufficient gain on both sides. Our accusations of aggression and barbarism on the part of Germany, simply bring back echoes of hypocrisy and Versailles.”

Without a formal declaration, Charles Lindbergh and Franklin Roosevelt had entered into a war of words that now took on a new intensity. The day after Lindbergh’s appearance on Mutual, the president’s allies in Congress spoke out against the aviator. “The most unfortunate part of Colonel Lindbergh’s statement is that it encourages the ideology of the totalitarian governments and is subject to the construction that he approves of their brutal conquest of democratic countries through war!” Senator Pittman declared.15

A chorus of newspapers also faulted Lindbergh for his remarks, most stridently Dorothy Thompson, who denounced him as “a somber cretin” and a “pro-Nazi recipient of a German medal.”16

In her October 19 “My Day” column, Eleanor Roosevelt described meeting friends for lunch amid constant talk of war. “We were all interested in… Dorothy Thompson’s column today,” Mrs. Roosevelt wrote. “She sensed in Col. Lindbergh’s speech a sympathy with Nazi ideals which I thought existed but could not bring myself to believe was really there.”





OEBPS/e9781639366682/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/ACaslonPro-Italic.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/ACaslonPro-Bold.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/Linotype-SabonNextLTPro-Demi.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/Linotype-SabonNextLTPro-Display.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/ACaslonPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/xhtml/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Preface


		Part One: The War Begins

		Chapter 1: “God Help Us All”


		Chapter 2: A Shot Across the Bow


		Chapter 3: The Persecution of the Jews


		Chapter 4: Hopping Mad


		Chapter 5: The Fall of France, the Rise of Churchill







		Part Two: A Helping Hand

		Chapter 6: Destroyers, Deceivers, and Decisions


		Chapter 7: Love Takes Flight


		Chapter 8: A Night to Remember


		Chapter 9: The Cruise that Launched a Thousand Ships


		Chapter 10: Words that Changed the World







		Part Three: Fighting for the Soul of America

		Chapter 11: Neither a Borrower nor a Lender Be


		Chapter 12: Lindbergh versus Roosevelt


		Chapter 13: Waiting for War


		Chapter 14: The Face of Fascism


		Chapter 15: High Stakes on the High Seas


		Chapter 16: Betrayal, Lies, and an Act of Faith







		Part Four: A Special Friendship

		Chapter 17: Secret Meetings


		Chapter 18: Loss and Lindbergh


		Chapter 19: Race Against Time


		Chapter 20: Infamy


		Chapter 21: Christmas at the White House


		Chapter 22: The State of the Union







		Epilogue


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author


		Notes


		Bibliography


		Index


		Illustration credits


		Copyright







Guide



		Cover


		Start of Content


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Preface


		Epilogue


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author


		Notes


		Bibliography


		Index


		Copyright








		I


		II


		III


		IV


		V


		VII


		VIII


		IX


		X


		XI


		XII


		XIII


		XIV


		XV


		XVI


		1


		2


		3


		4


		5


		6


		7


		8


		9


		10


		11


		12


		13


		14


		15


		16


		17


		18


		19


		20


		21


		22


		23


		24


		25


		26


		27


		28


		29


		30


		31


		32


		33


		34


		35


		36


		37


		38


		39


		40


		41


		42


		43


		44


		45


		46


		47


		48


		49


		50


		51


		52


		53


		54


		55


		56


		57


		58


		59


		60


		61


		62


		63


		64


		65


		66


		67


		68


		69


		70


		71


		72


		73


		74


		75


		76


		77


		78


		79


		80


		81


		82


		83


		84


		85


		86


		87


		88


		89


		90


		91


		92


		93


		94


		95


		96


		97


		98


		99


		100


		101


		102


		103


		104


		105


		106


		107


		108


		109


		110


		111


		112


		113


		114


		115


		116


		117


		118


		119


		120


		121


		122


		123


		124


		125


		126


		127


		128


		129


		130


		131


		132


		133


		134


		135


		136


		137


		138


		139


		140


		141


		142


		143


		144


		145


		146


		147


		148


		149


		150


		151


		152


		153


		154


		155


		156


		157


		158


		159


		160


		161


		162


		163


		164


		165


		166


		167


		168


		169


		170


		171


		172


		173


		174


		175


		176


		177


		178


		179


		180


		181


		182


		183


		184


		185


		186


		187


		188


		189


		190


		191


		192


		193


		194


		195


		196


		197


		198


		199


		200


		201


		202


		203


		204


		205


		206


		207


		208


		209


		210


		211


		212


		213


		214


		215


		216


		217


		218


		219


		220


		221


		222


		223


		224


		225


		226


		227


		228


		229


		230


		231


		232


		233


		234


		235


		236


		237


		238


		239


		240


		241


		242


		243


		244


		245


		246


		247


		248


		249


		250


		251


		252


		253


		254


		255


		256


		257


		265


		266


		267


		268


		269


		270


		271


		272


		273


		274


		275


		276


		277


		278


		279


		280


		281


		282


		283


		284


		285


		286


		287


		288








OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/Linotype-SabonNextLTPro-DisplayIt.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/ACaslonPro-Semibold.otf


OEBPS/e9781639366682/images/9781639366682.jpg
* FDR’S WAR OF WORDS WITH CHARLES LINDBERGH— *
AND THE BATTLE TO SAVE DEMOCRACY

PAUL M. SPARRO'

“A vivid account of the fateful
struggle between a great president
and a fatally flawed national hero”

—GEOFFREY WARD,
author of A First-Class Temperament






OEBPS/e9781639366682/images/f0017-01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781639366682/images/title.jpg
AWAKENING zhe
SPIRIT of AMERICA

FDR’'S WAR OF WORDS WITH CHARLES LINDBERGH—
AND THE BATTLE TO SAVE DEMOCRACY

* & X

PAUL M. SPARROW

SSSSSSSSSSSS





OEBPS/e9781639366682/fonts/ACaslonPro-SemiboldItalic.otf


