

  

    



    [image: image1]


  




  Blended Families




  

    [image: image]


  




  
THE CHANGING FACE OF MODERN FAMILIES




  Adoptive Parents




  Blended Families




  Celebrity Families




  Families Living with Mental & Physical Challenges




  First-Generation Immigrant Families




  Foster Families




  Gay and Lesbian Parents




  Grandparents Raising Kids




  Growing Up in Religious Communities




  Kids Growing Up Without a Home




  Multiracial Families




  Single Parents




  Teen Parents




  What Is a Family?




  Blended Families




  Rae Simons




  [image: Image]




  Mason Crest Publishers, Inc.




  

    Copyright © 2010 by Mason Crest Publishers. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission from the publisher.




    MASON CREST PUBLISHERS INC.


    370 Reed Road


    Broomall, Pennsylvania 19008


    (866)MCP-BOOK (toll free)


    www.masoncrest.com




    First Printing 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1




    Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data




    Simons, Rae, 1957–




    Blended families/Rae Simons.


    p. cm. — (The changing face of modern families)


    Includes bibliographical references and index.


    ISBN 978-1-4222-9969-2 (eBook) — ISBN 978-1-4222-1492-3 (hardcover) — ISBN 978-1-4222-1490-9 (series)


    1. Stepfamilies—Juvenile literature. 2. Stepfamilies—United States—Juvenile literature. I. Title.




    HQ759.92.S56 2010




    306.874’7—dc22


            2009026373


    Produced by Harding House Publishing Service, Inc. www.hardinghousepages.com




    Interior Design by MK Bassett-Harvey.




    Cover design by Asya Blue www.asyablue.com.


    Printed in The United States of America.




    Although the families whose stories are told in this book are made up of real people, in some cases their names have been changed to protect their privacy.




    Photo Credits




    Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike: all of olive 52, Baird, Mike 51, jakeliefer 57; Dreamstime: Berger, Andi 15, Lewis, Gary 30, Ravenall, Asleigh 37, Smiers,




    Ramona 33; iStockphoto 54, AzureLaRoux 37, ClaudiaD 42;




    United States Department of Health and Human Services 45


  




  
Introduction





  The Gallup Poll has become synonymous with accurate statistics on what people really think, how they live, and what they do. Founded in 1935 by statistician Dr. George Gallup, the Gallup Organization continues to provide the world with unbiased research on who we really are.




  From recent Gallup Polls, we can learn a great deal about the modern family. For example, a June 2007 Gallup Poll reported that Americans, on average, believe the ideal number of children for a family to have these days is 2.5. This includes 56 percent of Americans who think it is best to have a small family of one, two, or no children, and 34 percent who think it is ideal to have a larger family of three or more children; nine percent have no opinion. Another recent Gallup Poll found that when Americans were asked, “Do you think homosexual couples should or should not have the legal right to adopt a child,” 49 percent of Americans said they should, and 48 percent said they shouldn’t; 43 percent supported the legalization of gay marriage, while 57 percent did not. Yet another poll found that 34 percent of Americans feel a conflict between the demands of their professional life and their family life; 39 percent still believe that one parent should ideally stay home with the children while the other works.




  Keep in mind that Gallup Polls do not tell us what is right or wrong. They don’t report on what people should think—only on what they do think. And what is clear from Gallup Polls is that while the shape of families is changing in our modern world, the concept of family is still vital to our sense of who we are and how we interact with others. An indication of this is the 2008 Gallup poll that found that three out of four Americans reported that family values are important, while one in three said they are “extremely” important.




  And how do Americans define “family values”? According to the same poll, here’s what Americans say is their definition of a family: a strong unit where faith and morals, education and integrity play important roles within the structure of a committed relationship.




  The books in the series demonstrate that strong family units come in all shapes and sizes. Those differences, however, do not change the faith, integrity, and commitment of the families who tell their stories within these books.
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    Terms to Understand




    gender roles: the behaviors, styles, and practices that society views as being specific to either males or females.




    trends: general directions or tendencies.




    underachieving: performing below expectations or potential.




    deprecating: disapproving, belittling.




    precarious: uncertain; dependent on circumstances or factors outside of one’s control.




    vulnerable: able to be hurt.




    grandiosity: having an exaggerated belief in one’s own importance.




    competent: having enough skill, knowledge, or ability for some purpose.




    chaotic: confused and disordered.




    inclusion: the state of being included, of being a part of something.




    negotiations: mutual discussions and arrangements.




    adversarial: acting like an enemy; opposing.




    tribute: compliment, gift; testimony of some positive quality.




    precautions: steps taken in advance to prevent harmful results or increase good ones.


  




  Remember the stepmother in Cinderella? She was a cruel woman who loved only her own children and had no room in her heart for her husband’s daughter. Or what about Hansel and Gretel’s stepmother who abandoned them in the woods? Or Snow White’s stepmother who plotted her death with a poison apple? Clearly, these “blended families” were complete and utter failures! Thanks to these fairy tales, the words “wicked” and “stepmother” are forever linked together in many children’s minds.




  At the extreme opposite are TV sitcoms like the old show from the seventies, The Brady Bunch, and movies like Yours, Mine, and Ours, which portray blended family life as though it were a nothing but a barrel of laughs. In these make-believe worlds, stepbrothers and stepsisters, stepmothers and stepfathers are all magically and immediately transformed into a single family unit whose only challenge is the sheer number of household members.
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