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          A country chic bride and groom take a moment’s rest at their outdoor wedding.
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          A few perfectly placed bright flowers are mixed with red berries in this rustic wedding
            bouquet. Photo by Brklyn View Photography.
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          A bride’s rustic bouquet looks perfectly in place upon a painted wood chair. Photo by
            Hinkley Photo.
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          Wooden directional signs add both country charm and are also helpful for your guests,
            especially when your wedding is on a larger piece of property such as a farm. Photo by
            Brklyn View Photography
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                                A rustic wedding is a state of mind, an overall aesthetic and
                                        feeling woven through the many beautiful moments of a
                                        wedding. The word 
                                                rustic
                                         implies a whole world of possibilities. Just as
                                        endless as a bride’s expectations, so too are the various
                                        forms a rustic wedding can take. Now more than ever, couples
                                        are yearning to place their own original stamp on their
                                        weddings in hopes of creating a more unique and personalized
                                        experience. It is this desire for a more original ceremony
                                        that often leads couples to the wonderful and expansive
                                        world of rustic weddings. 
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                                                A long pathway of trees acts
                                                        as a wonderful symbol of the journey of marriage
                                                        this new bride and groom are embarking on. Photo
                                                        by ee Photography.
                                        

                                

                        

                        
                                Perhaps what comes to mind when you think of rustic weddings
                                        are locations like barns, mountaintops, fields and orchards,
                                        or details like wood beams, tiny lights, magical table décor
                                        and thoughtful favors. While all of these examples are true,
                                        the real beauty of a rustic wedding is its versatility.
                                        Rustic weddings come in all shapes, sizes and price ranges.
                                        The weddings you will see in this book are as unique as the
                                        couples who planned them. I have seen couples make almost
                                        any setting feel rustic, from traditional country venues
                                        such as farms, barns, lodges and vineyards to family
                                        backyards, extravagant resorts and even urban hotels.
                                
                        

                        
                                As a couple, you should first strive to define the essence of
                                        your style. Once you have an idea of what you want, you can
                                        easily take the rustic-style elements that fit your taste
                                        and adapt them to your own venue and budget with a fresh and
                                        personalized twist. As you will experience throughout the
                                        book, rustic weddings can be many things because their
                                        beauty is never limited. The fantasy of your dream rustic
                                        wedding is yours to have. 
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                                                Here is a white lace wedding
                                                  gown in the still moments before the bride starts
                                                  her getting-ready process.Vanessa Joy
                                                  Photography
                                        

                                

                        

                        
                                You may now be saying to yourself that all of this is easier
                                        said than done. The story of your wedding day is yet to be
                                        written and there are endless possibilities, with inevitably
                                        some twists and turns along the way. Almost every couple
                                        will admit that the time leading up to their big day
                                        includes some of the most stressful moments of their lives,
                                        but planning a wedding should be fun. Allow yourself to get
                                        excited about the fact that your wedding is one of the few
                                        days in your life when you are able to curate the entire
                                        experience, from start to finish. Relaxing and enjoying the
                                        overall process is crucial to making the day a success. And
                                        there’s no reason to be afraid of imperfections. In fact,
                                        sometimes it’s those obstacles that make for the most
                                        memorable moments. Every wedding, no matter how flawless the
                                        planning, has its fair share of wrinkles and quirks. Embrace
                                        each moment, perfect or not, as one small piece of fabric
                                        that, when sewn together, creates a wonderful patchwork
                                        quilt of memories you will cherish for a lifetime. 
                        

                        
                                A wedding gives you the opportunity to express your love and
                                        to realize your creative ideas, so your big day makes a true
                                        and unique statement about your bond. A marriage is the
                                        union of two individuals who wish to spend their lives
                                        together. A wedding, on the other hand, is the joyous
                                        celebration of this union and should reflect both of you as
                                        individuals and as the couple you form. Remember that you
                                        are inviting your wedding guests to share in the celebration
                                        of your love and it is so much more than the dress, cake or
                                        flowers. Even though each of these details is important,
                                        it’s key not to lose sight of the fact that on your wedding
                                        day you should be surrounded by the people you love and the
                                        things that make you the happiest. By being true to yourself
                                        and letting your imagination flow, you can bring this
                                        special day to life. 
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                                                A rustic bride and groom
                                                  create juxtaposition between the wedding elegance
                                                  and the rustic natural wood. Photo by ee
                                                  Photography.
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                                                The gold tones in this
                                                  couple’s wedding dresses complement each other.
                                                  Photo by Our Labor of Love Photography.
                                        

                                

                        

                        
                                I created the Rustic Wedding Chic blog when I was in the
                                        process of planning my own wedding. My husband and I knew
                                        that we wanted our wedding to be personal, unique and, above
                                        all, our own. At the same time, we wanted to provide a
                                        wonderful and rich experience for our family and friends who
                                        would all be traveling to the tiny Midwest town where my
                                        family has had a summer home for the past sixty years. By
                                        first starting with the big picture, planning a lakeside
                                        wedding, I was then able to focus on the smaller details
                                        such as a canoe filled with drinks, resting on the shore of
                                        the lake, where we would arrive by boat after our church
                                        ceremony. Visions like these formed an entire rustic wedding
                                        slideshow in my mind. All I needed to find were some
                                        real-life examples that I could use to make my dream a
                                        reality. 
                        

                        
                                When I was planning my wedding, I was in need of not only
                                        inspiration but also the practical advice that would help me
                                        create my big day. I spent a lot of time reading many
                                        different wedding blogs, but I was always disappointed by
                                        the lack of information about rustic weddings. So I set out
                                        to create a blog that would speak to these specific types of
                                        brides. The original vision for my blog still holds true
                                        today: to make Rustic Wedding Chic a daily muse for brides,
                                        couples and wedding enthusiasts, offering an online venue
                                        for idea gathering and inspiration. 
                        

                        
                                I am so honored to now add the Rustic Wedding Chic book to the
                                        collection of resources I can provide for couples as they
                                        start to plan their own rustic weddings. The idea for a
                                        Rustic Wedding Chic book grew out of the popularity of the
                                        blog and from interested readers who asked for a more
                                        comprehensive collection of wedding features. Serving as an
                                        extension of the blog, this 
                                                Rustic Wedding Chic
                                         book offers you some of our finest rustic weddings,
                                        “inspiration shoots,” “get the look” ideas, advice and
                                        resources. I hope you find this book as inspiring as it was
                                        for me to put together. Remember to slow down and take the
                                        time to find joy in planning your own rustic wedding, a
                                        celebration that we here at Rustic Wedding Chic hope will
                                        serve as the first of many happy toasts to come.
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                                                This bride created a memory
                                                  tree by adding pictures from both families along
                                                  with their families’ wedding pictures. Photo by
                                                  Carrie Wildes.
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                                                This bride sports a bright red
                                                  sweater that adds a pop of color against the fall
                                                  foliage. Photo by Hinkley Photo.
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