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I have called you by name, you are mine.

Isaiah 43:1 ESV






Introduction



Have you ever noticed that sometimes the more you look at something, the less you see it? You take the same route to school every day, but you rarely pay much attention to the things you see out the window. You know the way like you know the back of your hand, but in a way you don’t know it at all. You pass right by things that would really jump out at someone seeing them for the first time—the misspelling on a street sign, the goofy yard art on a neighbor’s lawn, the little sun-dappled stream you cross on the way.

Sometimes the same thing happens with Scripture. You’ve seen a story or a passage so many times that you stop paying attention. “Our Father, who art in heaven…” “The Lord is my shepherd…” “For God so loved the world…” You know those passages, you love them, but maybe you’ve stopped expecting much from them. The purpose of this book is to stop you on the familiar paths of the Bible and say, “Have you ever noticed this?” “Look at this little detail…” “Bet you’ve never thought of it this way…” When you take a closer look at Scripture, you always see things you’ve never seen before. After all, it’s the word of God. It ought to be rich and deep and multifaceted. It ought to contain things you’ve never noticed before, no matter how many times you’ve looked.

If you want to get the most out of this book, you’re going to have to open your mind and your heart. This book asks you to read in a different way. Resist the urge to skim past the familiar. Slow down. Enjoy the scenery, even when you think you’ve seen it a hundred times before. There’s a lot to see here!











Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.

Jeremiah 33:3 NKJV








Jacques-Yves Cousteau





Sometimes we are lucky enough to know that our lives have been changed, to discard the old, embrace the new, and run headlong down an immutable course.













Look, I am about to do something new.

Isaiah 43:19 HCSB









No Double Standards


When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”

Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.”

Genesis 29:25–26 NIV






The Big Picture

Jacob was used to getting his own way. He was used to doing whatever it took to get it. Before he was even born, when his mother was told she was carrying twins, God said the older son would serve the younger. In those days, in that part of the world, age meant rank and rank meant everything, so this was a weird prophecy. But it came true. Jacob’s name in Hebrew even means “deceiver.” Jacob once cheated his older brother Esau out of the majority of his inheritance by bribing him with a bowl of soup. He once dressed in Esau’s clothes and wrapped himself in animal skins in order to trick his old, blind father into giving him the blessing that belonged to his older brother. Jacob seemed to be winning, but by that time Esau was murderously angry and fed up with his brother’s tricks. Jacob had to run for his life.

Jacob ran to Haran, where his mother had family. He ended up living with his uncle Laban and working for him. And he fell in love with Laban’s younger daughter, Rachel. Laban agreed to let Jacob marry his daughter, but for a price: Jacob had to work for Laban for seven years without pay. At the end of the seven years, Jacob would have his bride. Jacob agreed and put in his seven years of labor. The Bible says the time passed quickly for Jacob because he loved Rachel so much.

Then, at the end of seven years, there was a wedding and a big party. Wedding parties in those days lasted for days and went late into the night. As Jacob was finally ready to spend his first night with his new bride, Laban brought to him a woman beautifully dressed, probably wearing a veil. Little did Jacob know that his bride was not Rachel! Laban pulled the old switcheroo on Jacob. In the morning, Jacob realized that he had married Rachel’s older sister Leah! Of course he was surprised and angry, and he confronted Laban. Laban had his answer ready: “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.” What could Jacob say? Laban offered to let Jacob marry Rachel for another seven years’ work, and Jacob agreed, but their relationship was forever strained.


Good Lord, deliver us…from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil.

The Book of Common Prayer



Take a Closer Look

After a lifetime of tricking people by breaking the rules, Jacob became easy prey for a man who tricked him by simply sticking to the rules. You can just imagine the look of innocence and mock surprise on Laban’s face when he said those words to his disappointed nephew: “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.” Jacob knew it to be true. It wasn’t the custom among his people to bless the younger before the older either.

The irony is that it was Jacob’s trickery, his tendency to go around the rules that made him susceptible to Laban’s trickery. It never occurred to Jacob to wonder why his uncle seemed willing to give him the younger daughter in marriage. Jacob was used to working things so that the younger had an unfair advantage over the older. So why shouldn’t his bride marry before her older sister? He played right into the hands of his craftier uncle.

Perhaps Jacob had gotten an inflated view of his own cleverness. Perhaps he thought he was helping God fulfill his own prophecies. In any case, the cheater got cheated. The trickster got tricked.




Oh, what a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to deceive!

Sir Walter Scott





Apply It to Your Life

You probably know people who get their way by deceiving and breaking all the rules. They tell their parents they’re one place when they’re really someplace else. They find a way to cheat, then their grades are just as good as the people who actually studied. They use their friends. But people who live that way are more vulnerable than they know. Of course, there’s always the possibility that they could get caught by their parents or their teachers or the police. But the real danger is if they don’t get caught.

When you get away with enough deceit, you begin to believe that the rules that apply to everybody else don’t apply to you. When you place yourself outside the limitations of the rules, you also place yourself outside their protection. Following the rules may seem less exciting than living on the edge, but consider what happened to Jacob: out of the habit of living by his society’s standards, he never asked the obvious question: why, Uncle Laban, would you let me marry little sister Rachel while big sister Leah is still single? There’s always somebody a little smarter, a little more experienced. And even if there isn’t, there’s always God watching what you do.


Evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

2 Timothy 3:13 NIV



How Others See It

There is a “first things first” spiritual application to this story that shows that God has a certain order we must do things in, too, as C. H. Spurgeon points out:

“Many men desire the beautiful and well-favored Rachel of joy and peace in believing, but they must first be wedded to the tender-eyed Leah of repentance. Every one falls in love with happiness, and many would cheerfully serve twice seven years to enjoy it, but according to the rule of the Lord’s kingdom, the Leah of real holiness must be beloved of our soul before the Rachel of true happiness can be attained.”

Just like Jacob did not need to have cheated his brother and father to obtain God’s promise, when he is tricked by Laban, hope is not lost. Gerard Van Groningen states:

“The account of Jacob’s flight to and experiences with his relatives in Padan Aram demonstrates God’s grace and providence. Jacob received assurance that he would inherit the promises given to Abraham, his grandfather, and Isaac, his father, concerning the seed, the land, and the Lord’s abiding presence…. The Lord prospered Jacob while he served Laban and protected him when he fled back to Canaan, the Promised Land.”




Zooming In

Bigamy, or having two wives, is a crime according to today’s laws, but in the Bible it wasn’t unusual for a man to have more wives than one. King Solomon, in fact, had more than three hundred! It was not only common practice, but the OldTestament law required that the inheritance given to the oldest son be twice as much as the amount given to any other son. He often also got the right to carry on the family name and may have been the head of not just his own family, but the whole family clan.








It’s tempting to cheat to get what you want. Jacob did, even though he inherited the promises of Abraham, and had predictions made about him before he was born. But it caught up with him.





Through the Eyes of Your Heart

Is there anything that you love enough that you could imagine working years and years to get it? How would you feel if someone took it away at the last minute?


[image: image]
Have you ever tried to make something happen for yourself, rather than waiting for God to do his thing?


[image: image]
Is there some flaw or problem that you see in someone else that really bugs or annoys you? Is it ever because you know you have the same problem yourself?


[image: image]








The Many Sides of God


Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you…. When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.”

Exodus 33:18–19, 22 NIV






The Big Picture

Moses had gotten glimpses of God’s glory many times. He saw God’s glory in a bush that burned but was not consumed. He saw God’s glory in the miracles and plagues leading up to the Israelites’ departure from Egypt. He walked across the floor of the Red Sea, the water standing like walls on either side of his path. Those encounters with God’s glory and power transformed Moses into a man of courage and a genuine leader.

The people he led, however, were not as courageous or as faithful as Moses. They saw God’s glory and marveled at his power, but it wasn’t long before they forgot and started thinking like people who had never experienced such an awesome God. One of the first things they did after they walked through the Red Sea was to reject the God who had freed them. When Moses went up a smoke-covered Mount Sinai to meet with God and receive the Ten Commandments, the people gave up on him. While he was gone they turned to idol worship. As soon as they began bowing down to the golden calf, though, Moses reappeared to call them on it. He was furious at the people for their unfaithfulness to God. If this was how they were going to act, he wondered, what did God expect him to do with this bunch?

But God refused to give up on them, even if Moses was ready to. After the golden calf incident, God told Moses that he was going to go ahead with his plans to bring the people into the Promised Land, even though the people were sinful and rebellious. But Moses had questions. He didn’t doubt that God could handle the people, but Moses wasn’t sure if he could. Made bold by his frustration, Moses asked God to reveal his presence. Moses needed another look at God, one like he had never had before. God agreed to this unusual request. When Moses returned to the mountain to receive the two new tablets with the Ten Commandments, God made a way for Moses to see him in his glory. God said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you.” What God showed him was not the thunder and smoke that Moses expected, but the glory of his goodness.


Before I begin to think and consider the love of God and the mercy and compassion of God, I must start with the holiness of God.

Martin Lloyd-Jones



Take a Closer Look

Moses thought he knew what he was going to need if he was supposed to lead those rebellious Israelites out of the wilderness and into the Promised Land. He thought he needed a good look at God’s power. That, Moses believed, would give him the reassurance he needed to carry on. But God knew better. Moses didn’t really doubt God’s power—how could he after all he had seen? But perhaps, in the midst of all his struggles, he had lost sight of God’s goodness. What Moses really needed was a good look at God’s goodness. That’s what would really motivate him to serve God and love God’s people.

God’s glory and goodness are both part of who he is. They are two sides, two aspects of the same amazing God. So Moses got both what he wanted and what he needed. He saw not only the wonderful, amazing, supernatural glory of God and his power, but also his goodness, his faithfulness, the very aspects of God’s character that would make him keep his promises to Moses. The different sides of God don’t contradict each other. Even when he is glorious and powerful beyond what human beings can handle, God is good.




The glory of Him who moves everything penetrates through the universe….

Dante Alighieri





Apply It to Your Life

Why is it that your parents are great when they’re doing stuff for you or giving you stuff, but they seem so wrong when they are laying down rules? Why is it that your friends are cool when they agree with you, but idiots when they don’t? People are complicated and have different sides; some you like, and some you don’t. God is that way too. He doesn’t fit into anybody’s box. He won’t be limited to what anybody thinks he ought to be. Which is to say, you can’t pick and choose the things you like about God and ignore or deny the rest.

God is who he is, and if people are complicated, God is more complicated. You can’t just take him when it’s easy to see he’s on your side. You have to take him when he disagrees with you, shows you your faults, your weaknesses, your sins. God is good and glorious, but he is also holy and righteous, and if you would have him, you have to take the whole of him. But remember that he is love, and—like parents and friends—he does what’s best for you.


Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life.

Psalm 23:6 NASB



How Others See It

Even though God answered Moses’ request and showed himself, John MacArthur explains that he didn’t reveal all of himself:

“God promises proximity but never full revelation. So God says to Moses, ‘I’ll tell you what, I’ll tuck you in the cleft of a rock and I’ll let My—and the Hebrew means—My hind quarters, My back parts.’ I like to think of it as afterglow. You can’t see the whole deal, but I’ll let you see My afterglow.”

As A. W. Tozer wrote, God’s holiness is well beyond our ability to imagine, and certainly beyond our ability to comprehend:

“We cannot grasp the true meaning of the divine holiness by thinking of someone or something very pure and then raising the concept to the highest degree we are capable of. God’s holiness is not simply the best we know infinitely bettered. We know nothing like divine holiness. It stands apart, unique, unapproachable, incomprehensible and unattainable.”




Zooming In

Different religions have gods from whom their worshipers must hide their faces. In ancient Greece, the Gorgon Medusa was so ugly, with snakes for hair, that a man could not look at her or he would turn to stone. But she was not invincible. Perseus was able to approach her with a mirror reflecting her ugliness and cut off her head.The Yin-Yang symbol of Chinese Daoism is a circle divided in half. One half is black, the other white. In the black half is a white dot; in the white half is a black dot. The idea is that bad has a little good and good a little bad. Both characteristics are there, but unlike God, neither is pure or perfect.








It is hard, sometimes, to think of God as having a personality. But like people, there are different sides to God’s personality, and it takes time to get to know him.





Through the Eyes of Your Heart

Do you ever like certain aspects of God better than others? Do you like that he is loving and compassionate, but wish he were not quite so holy or just? List your reasons and think about why.


[image: image]
When you are frustrated and the future is unclear, do you ever wish God would show himself and prove that he will take care of you? What can give you faith when this does not happen?


[image: image]
There are so many sides of God’s personality. Moses asked to be able to see God’s glory. If you could be shown one part of God’s personality, what part would you ask to see? Why?


[image: image]









Bring It to God Yourself


Tell the Israelites: The one who presents a fellowship sacrifice to the LORD must bring an offering to the LORD from his sacrifice. His own hands will bring the fire offerings to the LORD.

Leviticus 7:29–30 HCSB






The Big Picture

When you are reading through the complicated religious laws and regulations of Leviticus and Deuteronomy, you might feel tempted to skip ahead to a more interesting part of the Bible. But there are some real treasures to be found amid all those rules. Take the fellowship offering, for example. The fellowship offering, also called the peace offering, was unlike any in the complex system of Old Testament offerings and sacrifices.

The offering of sacrifices was at the center of Old Testament worship. The Israelites kept themselves clean before God by taking something they valued and giving it over to God. The idea of sacrifice had been around for some time—about as long as human beings have been around. The trouble between Cain and Abel began with differing opinions over what was an acceptable sacrifice. Noah offered sacrifices; so did Abraham.

Centuries later, at Mount Sinai, God gave specific rules about how sacrifices were to be offered. He detailed which animals were acceptable and which were not. He described how they were to be butchered and what parts were to be offered. And he listed a number of different sacrifices to be offered by different classes of people and for different reasons. Most of the sacrifices were performed by religious professionals. The people handed their sacrifices over to the priests, who offered them up on the people’s behalf.

Burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, sin offerings—in all of these sacrifices, the offering was burned up or poured out, given utterly to God except for a small portion that the priests were allowed to keep for their own nourishment. Every kind of offering had its own set of rules. And those rules were so detailed that you would need to be a professional to get them right. The complexity of the sacrificial laws was a constant reminder that God is a holy God and not to be taken lightly.

But then, in the middle of all that religious complexity, was the fellowship offering, a gesture of friendship between human beings and their God. This was the one sacrifice that the ordinary people brought with their own hands: no priest stood between them and God. And this sacrifice, alone in the sacrificial system, was the only one in which the people were allowed to eat the sacrificial animal.


All men desire peace, but very few desire those things that make for peace.

Thomas à Kempis



Take a Closer Look

Fellowship with God. That’s what a life of faith is all about. The whole sacrificial system of the Old Testament emphasized the difference between the holy perfection of God and the failings of his people. But that wasn’t the end of the story. The final offering of the sacrificial cycle was the fellowship offering—a celebration of the fact that all is now well between God and his people. There was no need for a priest to stand in the middle. This offering was all about friendship with God. This one was a party.

When the sacrificial animal had been butchered, the fat was brought to the priest to be burned. This was God’s share; the fat of an animal, after all, was considered to be the choicest part. Part of the meat was given to the priests; that was payment due for their service to God and to the people. But the rest of the meat was served to the worshipers. Everyone sat down to a celebration, a joyful time of fellowship with God and with each other. In the rest of the offerings and sacrifices, the people sought God’s forgiveness. In the fellowship offering, they celebrated God’s forgiveness.




When you enter the realm of grace, you enter the arena of awareness. You become acutely aware of who you really are but also aware that you are forgiven, accepted, loved, and redeemed. Both sinner and saint, rebel and ambassador.

Steven James





Apply It to Your Life

What is the difference between conviction and just plain guilt? To feel guilty is to feel bad about having done something wrong. No doubt the people of Israel felt guilt when they handed animals over to the priests to be slaughtered because of the people’s sins. No doubt you feel bad when you realize that you’ve done wrong in the eyes of God. So what do you do with that bad feeling? In the end, the point isn’t for you to feel bad. The point is for you to turn away from wrong habits and actions and to turn toward God. That’s what conviction means—conviction moves you from feelings of guilt to actually getting right with God.

“If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NRSV). If you are in Christ, you don’t have to beat yourself up over the things you have done wrong. It’s not your job to punish yourself, and that’s not what God expects from you. What God expects—what he desires—is restored fellowship. When you have turned back to God, you are a friend of God. Now that’s something worth celebrating.


Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Romans 12:1 ESV



How Others See It

The fellowship offering is sometimes called a peace offering. Ray Stedman explains the kind of peace that comes from fellowship with God:

“No proper life is possible without peace. I am not referring here to the peace of forgiveness. That will come in the next two offerings: the sin and the trespass offerings. It is not peace with God; it is the peace of God we are talking about here. It is peace not in the sense of hostility ceased but in the sense of emotional stability, of an untroubled heart.”

The meal enjoyed as part of the fellowship offering was not only a feast for that day, but looked forward to an even greater celebration, as C. F. Keil points out:

“In consequence of this participation of the priests, the feast, which the offerer of the sacrifice prepared for himself and his family from the rest of the flesh, became a holy covenant meal, a meal of love and joy, which represented domestic fellowship with the Lord, and thus shadowed forth, on the one hand, rejoicing before the Lord, and on the other, the blessedness of eating and drinking in the kingdom of God.”




Zooming In

The word for the fellowship offering, she-lamim, is from the same root as the word for “shalom,” or “peace.” That’s why this is often called a peace offering. Literally, the word means “whole” and includes the ideas of health, wholeness, and welfare, as well as peace. It is a rich word and makes you think about the wholeness you receive in salvation. It’s sometimes given as thanks for salvation, or as a prayer for salvation.

In the Fellowship Offering the breast and the hind leg, both choice pieces, were given to the priest. As part of the ceremony, the breast portion was “waved.” The offering was brought to the priest, who put it back in the person’s hands, then put their own hands under it and moved them forward, toward the altar, showing voluntary surrender, and back, as a sign of God returning the good gift to the person who made the offering.








The rules for fellowship offerings were rules, but also an invitation, an invitation that you bring yourself to God in worship.





Through the Eyes of Your Heart

How are you personally involved when you worship God? What do you bring to him with your own hands?


[image: image]
Is there ever part of yourself that you hold back from God, by pretending he doesn’t know about it or by denying or forgetting about it during worship?


[image: image]
How does knowing you can have fellowship with God make you feel? What is life like when you do not have fellowship with God?

[image: image]








You Can’t Know God Without Knowing His Word


The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

1 Samuel 3:6–7 NRSV






The Big Picture

In the dark of the night, a young boy heard a voice calling his name: “Samuel.” It was the voice of God, but the boy didn’t recognize it. As the Bible says, “Samuel did not yet know the LORD.” He was living in the house of God, being raised by priests of God, and yet “he did not yet know the LORD.” Samuel would hear the voice of God many more times over the course of his life. He would grow into one of the great prophets of the Old Testament era.

This wasn’t the first miracle ever to happen to Samuel. His very existence was a miracle. He was born in answer to the prayer of Hannah, his mother, who suffered through many childless years. She prayed in the temple in Jerusalem, and she prayed so fervently that Eli, the priest, thought she must have been drunk. Samuel came a year later. When Hannah had weaned him, she brought him to Eli to be raised in the temple. Samuel was her offering of gratitude to the God who had answered her prayer.

Samuel lived during a dark time in the history of Israel. The people had not heard from God in a long time. The priests were corrupt. Eli himself, Samuel’s guardian, was no great role model and apparently had no experience raising godly children. His sons worked in the temple, but they were wicked and disobeyed God and took advantage of the people who came to worship. They were so bad that God told Eli he was going to punish him and his family and that Eli’s sons would die.

But Samuel would grow up to bring the truth of God to his people. He would anoint Israel’s first king, Saul. He would also anoint David, the greatest of all the Old Testament kings. And it all started on that dark night, in the spiritually dark house of Eli, the high priest of a spiritually dark nation. God reached out to a boy who didn’t yet know him, and the boy said, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” It was a conversation that would change the world.


Until a man has found God, and been found by God, he begins at no beginning, he works to no end.

H. G. Wells



Take a Closer Look

You would think a boy growing up in the house of the Lord, the tabernacle, would be in a great position to grow in godliness. But not during Eli’s era. Perhaps it was an indication of the spiritual climate that Eli mistook Hannah’s prayer for drunkenness. Was it really that unusual to see people pouring their hearts out in God’s house? The high priest of Israel didn’t recognize a heartfelt prayer when he saw one. It makes you wonder what people were doing in the tabernacle in those days.

Ironically, the religious corruption Samuel witnessed growing up could have hardened a young person to the things of God. The men who surrounded him were the worst sort of hypocrites—religious professionals who didn’t even believe the religion by which they cynically made their living. If Samuel had been deaf to the word of God, who could blame him? But God spoke to Samuel anyway, and Samuel heard his voice. God had a plan for Samuel, and for all of Israel. In spite of all the junk in Samuel’s environment, God made himself heard. And he didn’t just make himself heard to Samuel. Through Samuel, the word of God came to all of Israel.




What this country needs is a man who knows God other than by hearsay.

Thomas Carlyle





Apply It to Your Life

You’ve probably heard of the old nature vs. nurture debate. What makes you the person you are? Are you preprogrammed to be a certain way (that’s the “nature” side), or are you shaped by your environment (that’s the “nurture” side)? As anyone can see, there’s truth on both sides of that argument. Some of your traits and characteristics you were just born with, and some you have learned from the people around you. But Samuel’s story shows that there’s more to it than either nature or nurture. God can reach into any life and speak to that person, change that person.

Maybe you look around at your environment and think you’re never going to rise above your circumstances. Maybe you come from an unbelieving family or you are in school or social situations where the pressure to deny your faith seems insurmountable. God can still speak into Your Life. He can overrule your environment, overcome even the most deeply ingrained habits and personality quirks. Anyone looking at Samuel’s situation would have thought there was little hope of his growing up to be a godly man. But God spoke, Samuel listened, and Israel was never the same again. Are you listening for God? He has a plan for your life too.


My word which goes forth from My mouth…will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

Isaiah 55:11 NASB



How Others See It

Ronald F. Youngblood shows how Samuel is changed and becomes more and more like God because he hears his word:

“Samuel’s openness to serving God would soon enable him to know the Lord in a way that Eli’s sons never did. Although the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to Samuel, that would take place very soon; and as God continued to speak to Samuel through the years, the Lord’s word would so captivate him that it would be virtually indistinguishable from ‘Samuel’s word.’”

According to Robert J. Morgan, God did not speak much in Samuel’s time because the people did not want to hear him:

“The moral and spiritual qualities of that generation had declined, and the times were so evil that God had almost stopped communicating. There were few people fit to be called as prophets, and there were few people who would heed the Word of the Lord. It was a shallow time. It was an age of plunging morals and of spiritual dullness.”




Zooming In

Samuel was a Nazirite, someone who was singled out as dedicated to God. The rules for Nazirites were that they could not eat grapes or raisins or drink grape juice or wine. And they never cut their hair. Some were Nazirites for a specific period of time, but Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist were Nazirites for life.

Samuel’s name is sometimes translated “heard of God,” but a closer translation might be “asked of God.” The word also has the meaning of “allow to ask,” or “lend,” or “give.” It is because Hannah knew her son was on loan from God, not hers to keep, that she could return him to God for his service.








The story of Samuel as a boy in the tabernacle is an example of how you can know God and how much you need to listen to him.





Through the Eyes of Your Heart

How can you be sure that you know God and don’t just know about him? What clues can you take from Samuel before and after God spoke to him?


[image: image]
You may have parents who are close to God, like Hannah. Do you ever hope to get by on your parents’ faith, rather than knowing God yourself?


[image: image]
Samuel did not know God at first, but when God revealed himself, he called Samuel by name. What does this tell you about how God knows you?


[image: image]









When God Knows Your Name


Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”

1 SAMUEL 16:6–11 NIV






The Big Picture

Saul the son of Kish was anointed by Samuel and crowned as the first king in Israel. He was a big guy and won quite a few military victories. But he disobeyed God. He tried to do things his own way. He even offered sacrifices—which was something only priests were supposed to do—to try to get God’s help for an upcoming battle. So God rejected him, and told him so through Samuel. But he continued to reign while God, in his own time, chose his replacement.

When God first spoke to Samuel and told him he was going to anoint another king in Saul’s place, Samuel was afraid because of Saul. Saul was a violent man, he was angry with Samuel, and he wasn’t likely to give up the throne easily. But God told Samuel to go ahead and go to a man named Jesse in Bethlehem. When he got there, God would show him which of Jesse’s sons was to be the next king.

When Jesse’s sons were paraded before the prophet, Samuel saw Eliab, the oldest, and was impressed. He was sure this must be the one. But God told him not to be impressed by his outward appearance. This strapping young man wasn’t the one. Human beings judge people by what’s on the outside, but God looks at the heart. He told Samuel to keep looking. The next two sons, Abinadab and Shammah, were brought before Samuel. God rejected them too. So were four more brothers. It appeared that Samuel was out of options. Had God told him wrong? Had he misunderstood? He turned to Jesse: “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” Not even the boy’s father seems to have considered the possibility that he might have what it takes to be king over the Israelites. As soon as the boy appeared, however, God showed Samuel that this was the one he had come looking for. Samuel anointed him on the spot, right there in front of his father and brothers. And then at last we learn the boy’s name. He is David, and from that day the Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power.
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