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Vlad is a baseball superstar!


2012


Sign an $8 million contract with the Baltimore Orioles.


2011


Signs a $5.5 million contract with the Texas Rangers–and the Rangers go to the World Series!


2010


Plays in the All-Star games.


1999–2007


Vlad plays his first Major League games.


1996


The Montreal Expos sign a contract with Vlad.


1993


Vladimir Guerrero is born in the town of Nizao in the Dominican Republic.


1975
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Chapter 1


BASEBALL, THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND VLADIMIR GUERRERO


Vladimir Guerrero has had an amazing career in baseball. In his 15 years in the Majors, Guerrero has done it all. He’s played in the World Series and in nine All-Star games. He’s been named the American League’s Most Valuable Player. Between 2004 and 2009, Guerrero helped his team win five American League West championships.
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Many fans consider Guerrero to be one of the best players in baseball. He’s known for being a big hitter—and he’s also known for being a leader, someone who does whatever it takes to succeed. Today, Guerrero is one of baseball’s most famous and popular players.


Guerrero wasn’t always the amazing player fans know today, though. He’s worked hard to make his dreams of playing in the Major Leagues come true. Guerrero has come a long way from the Dominican town where he was born—but it was the Dominican Republic that helped to make him the baseball player he is today.


The History of Dominican Baseball


Cuban dockworkers who had learned the game from American sailors introduced baseball to the Dominican Republic in 1866. Then, between 1868 and 1878, many Cubans fled their homeland and settled in the Dominican Republic to escape the Cuban Ten Years’ War. Soon, Dominican teams formed and tournaments were being held, cementing the games place in society long before the arrival of American Marines in 1916. Once the Marines got there, they fanned the fires of Dominican baseball fever.
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