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FOREWORD


BY ROBERT MANKOFF


If memory—or, more accurately, Google—serves me correctly, it was Keats who proclaimed: “Beauty is truth, truth beauty,—that is all / Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.” Well, let me tell ye, Keats was dead wrong. Certainly, he’s dead; we can agree on that. But my main point is that if you want to know what makes something funny, it’s not beauty. Look, the Mona Lisa is beautiful, but until Marcel Duchamp put a mustache and goatee on her, she was no fun at all. Funny isn’t about beauty—it’s about freedom. Sometimes that freedom leads to disrespect, ridicule, and outright offensiveness. To see the truth of that, you don’t have to look any further than this collection of cartoons that happily exploit all that is vile for the sake of a smile.


Furthermore, if you’re like me, many of the offensive, obscene, disgusting cartoons here will actually make you laugh out loud—and, in some cases, cause incontinence, nausea, and fainting. So before looking at these cartoons, ask your doctor if incontinence, nausea, and fainting are right for you.


This collection is yet more proof that bad taste and humor are not strange bedfellows but intimate partners whose down-and-dirty doings often delight us against our better judgment, our scruples, and our politically respectable attitudes.


But whereas cartoonists (at least the ones I’ve known, including myself) are not known for their better judgment, their scruples, and their respectability, The New Yorker is. And since I’ve been the cartoon editor of the magazine for the past ten years, a patina of The New Yorker’s respectability has unavoidably rubbed off on me. It’s just a veneer, of course, but after a decade it’s quite thick and, according to my dermatologist, very difficult to remove. Besides, the procedure isn’t covered by my health plan.


But thick veneer notwithstanding, if it were really up to just me, some of these cartoons would probably have made it into The New Yorker, offending not only the little old lady in Dubuque but perhaps even the cross-dressing CEO in Manhattan. But none of these cartoons did, in fact, make it into The New Yorker. That’s because others at the magazine have better judgment, more scruples, and greater respectability than I do. How these cartoons got into the hands of the editor of this collection, Matthew Diffee, cartoonist and former friend, I don’t know, and he won’t tell, even under the threat of extraordinary rendition. So there’s nothing to be done but enjoy them and be damned.
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