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  This edition is dedicated to David McKie, a New Englander who had only seen the beautiful land between the coasts from the air on his way to California and called it “The Fly Over Zone” until he saw Arkansas with me—and it was love at first sight.


  






  All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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  Finding offbeat places in Arkansas often means following directions like, “You know where that big ole tree used to be?” or “Hang a left there, you know, by that red barn?”




  So, I owe a lot to friends who offered hospitality and help from their homes in Arkansas and spent endless hours helping me find places as common as antiques shops and as remote as an elephant farm. My mom and dad, Sally and John Randazzo, also endured mountain roads and odd places, with the sense of humor I loved them for, as we wandered around the state.




  This book is in memory of my late husband, Bob DeLano, who had an instinct for finding unique eating places and unlikely shortcuts not shown on any map (even when he had never been there before). Serendipitous travel with him to odd places was always fun.
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Introduction





  Arkansas is the perfect vacationland: 60-foot waterfalls and quiet sandbars seen only from a canoe or wooded hiking trail. Add trout streams and hunting lodges—nature at its best for people who want to be outdoors—plus golf courses, racetracks, and the big-city fun of fine restaurants, and you have the vacation choice of millions in the nation’s heartland.




  Thousands of artists and craftspeople have settled in the Ozarks. Vineyards and wineries dot the Arkansas River Valley, and an elephant breeding farm lies hidden in the foothills. Arkansans combine the friendliness of the Old South, the hardy spirit of the Southwest, and the practicality of the Midwest.




  Arkansas, an undiscovered wonderland far from any ocean, may be one of the most beautiful states on the continent. It has more designated National Scenic Byways than any other state in the nation. But Arkansas is more than just the beauty of stair-step waterfalls or the thrill of Class V rapids in a canoe. It offers wine country, good Cajun food, old cotton plantations, and the only bordello on the National Register of Historic Places. If that’s too much excitement for you, there’s a Benedictine monastery where you can retreat, search your soul, and start over.




  The climate boasts four distinct seasons—but with the Gulf Stream creating the moderate temperatures of the southern US. Spring comes early, attracting visitors from bordering states not so lucky in the weather game. Unlike its northern neighbors, Arkansas has a long spring filled with pleasant days perfect for outdoor activities.




  Golfers, anglers, hikers, and canoeists flock here. So do people who have retired from the rat race and now do all their racing on whitewater rapids or at the greyhound or horse track. Arkansans are serious about outdoor activities. The 225-mile Ouachita Trail, not for wimps, allows hikers to follow the ridges and valleys from Pinnacle Mountain State Park to Queen Wilhelmina Lodge and into Oklahoma.




  Yes, it’s hot as the dickens in August, but as the muscadine grapes (known as scuppernongs) ripen to a reddish brown, the nights begin to cool. In late September the black gum trees change from glossy green to shining crimson—suddenly and completely—standing out from the green of the other, more hesitant trees. Then other colors begin as casual blushes of yellow and red and spread from north to south during October to finish in a blaze of color. Fall colors are dazzling, and the endless days of perfect weather and bright blue skies make this about the best time of year.




  Winters are characterized by brief cold snaps and a splash of clean snow. Crisp nights, bright stars, and crystal ice formations in the gleaming winter sun are followed quickly by warmer days. Mistletoe and five kinds of holly grow throughout the state, making plant hunting popular in the December woods.






  Arkansas at a Glance




  Arkansas: The Natural State. Arkansas pronounced AR-kan-saw, means “South Wind,” the name of the Quapaw Indian tribe whom the French Jesuits met here. The state flag is a blue-bordered white diamond on a rectangular field of red; the border contains 25 stars; the diamond has 4.




  Capital: Little Rock




  Motto: The People Rule




  Earliest inhabitants: Pre-Columbian bluff dwellers about AD 500. They used a weapon similar to the Aztec atlatl—a throwing stick—to hunt buffalo and deer.




  Earliest explorers: Hernando de Soto crossed the Mississippi near Sunflower Landing, June 29, 1541. The first permanent white settlement was founded by René-Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle, who took formal possession for Louis XIV of France in 1763. It became part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.




  Geography: One-fourth of Arkansas is covered by standing timber. There are at least 210 species of trees, the oak group being the largest with 43 types.




  Lowest elevation: 54 feet




  Highest elevation: 2,723 feet




  Land area: 53,187 square miles (ranked 27th in the US)




  Population: 2,779,154




  Statehood: June 15, 1836 (25th state; entered as a slave state)




  State bird: Mockingbird




  State tree: Shortleaf pine




  State flower: Apple blossom




  State mammal: White-tailed deer




  State gemstone: Diamond




  State beverage: Milk




  State instrument: Fiddle




  Average annual precipitation: Ranges from 45 inches in the mountains to 55 inches in the Delta.




  Major newspapers: Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Arkansas Times, The Benton County Daily Record (Bentonville), Gurdon Times, Herald Leader (Siloam Springs), Northwest Arkansas Times (Fayetteville)




  Travel information: Call (800) NATURAL for brochures or (800) 828-8974 for the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism or visit online at arkansas.com.







  Because this book is filled with listings of small crafts shops, mom-and-pop restaurants, bed-and-breakfasts in beautiful old homes, and log cabins tucked in sleepy hollers and mountain foothills, it is wise to call ahead and double-check before making a long drive to a particular place. When something disappears, something else pops up in its place, and getting off the beaten path in this state is always interesting. If a listing is gone or some other fascinating place has sprung up, let the publisher know about it so that we can include it in the next update of this book.




  The tourist information centers will give you a free road map, or you can call (800) NATURAL and get a vacation guide for the area you are visiting. Bring your camera or your sketch pad and find the best Mother Nature has to offer. That’s why they call it the Natural State.




  Price Scale




  At the end of each chapter, additional hotels and restaurants are listed using the following scale:




  HOTELS




  Inexpensive: Up to $100 per night




  Moderate: $101 to $200 per night




  Expensive: $201 and up


  

  All prices shown are for double occupancy.




  RESTAURANTS




  Inexpensive: entrees in the $10 range




  Moderate: entrees range from $11 to $20




  Expensive: entrees more than $20







  

  
Northeast Arkansas





  Things don’t change much in the Ozarks—dogwoods, redbuds, and wild plum bloom in the spring; wildflowers color the meadows of summer; and thousands of acres of autumn forest splash color over the hills where the clear streams and rivers still sparkle in the sun. The colors of the Ozarks shift like a kaleidoscope, but things in the Ozarks don’t change much.




  The pace is slower here. The people are friendly. In a place that did not have a paved highway until after World War II, a culture emerged unique in the country. In fact, many people here insist that the Ozarks should have constituted its own state instead of meandering across two state lines.




  Four beautifully different seasons bring vacationers to the Ozarks year-round. Hikers follow trails up grades to towering bluffs that cast soft shadows on the waters and offer views of pristine valleys. Gentle wildlife hides in the forest, and the scenes change with light and shadow.




  These gentle, timeworn hills roll across the horizon without jagged peaks or sharp edges. A palette of colors—pale-pink anemone in the early spring, soft shades of green in summer, blazing gold and crimson in fall, gray-green rock faces and clean white snow in winter—splash the canvas of cobalt-blue sky.







  NORTHEAST ARKANSAS
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  BEST ATTRACTIONS IN NORTHEAST ARKANSAS




  Blanchard Springs Caverns
Fifty-Six
(870) 757-2211 or (888) 757-2246
blanchardsprings.org




  Longbow Luxury Resort
Fairfield Bay
(870) 948-2362
longbowresorts.com




  Dulcimer Shoppe
Mountain View
(870) 269-4313
mcspaddendulcimers.com




  Ozark Folk Center
Mountain View
(870) 269-3851 or (800) 264-3655
ozarkfolkcenter.com




  Ozark Mountain Music Makers Music Barn
Salem
(870) 895-3004




  Stone County Ironworks/Urban Forge
Mountain View
(870) 269-IRON
stonecountyironworks.com




  The Blytheville Book Company
Blytheville
(870) 763-3333
blythevillebookcompany.com







  Spring slips into the state early—while snow still clings to the rest of the heartland—and woods burst with the glory of dogwoods, redbuds, jonquils, sarvis, and wild azaleas before summer’s rich green canopy shades the trails of the quiet foothills.




  Bed-and-breakfast inns are not too common in Arkansas, and many of them are hidden in the woods. They are all worth searching out, so many of them are included here.




  Gateway to the Ozarks




  Batesville calls itself the “Gateway to the Ozarks”; it is a logical place for us to start. The town was founded in 1822 where the Southwest Trail met the White River crossing. (Some folks decided not to cross and stayed.) Arkansas’s oldest existing city, it is now the home of Lyon College, and there is always something interesting going on in this college town. The annual Ozark Scottish Festival, held in the spring, features competitions in bagpiping, drumming, dancing, and athletics at the college campus. The Old Independence Regional Museum opened in 1998 in the old National Guard Armory at 9th and Vine (380 S. 9th St.) in Batesville. Visitors walk into a 12,500-square-foot Works Progress Administration building made of native stone. Built in the 1930s, it is on the National Register of Historic Places. The museum represents a 12-county area and is a genealogist’s dream with a climate-controlled archival vault to store rare and fragile documents, photographs, and fabrics. The large 2,680-square-foot gallery houses major exhibits, with a comfortable study area for researchers. Continuing exhibits showcase Native American and early settlement life in the area and the Civil War and Reconstruction periods. Call (870) 793-2121 or visit oirm.org for more information. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tues through Sat. Admission is $5 for adults, $2 for seniors, and $1 for children.




  If you’re a race fan, you’ll want to plan a visit to Batesville Motor Speedway. Their racing schedule runs April through September and includes a wide variety of races, from comp cams to street stock to NeSmith late models. There are also races called the “Bad Boy 98” and the “Topless 100,” but it’s all family friendly. If you don’t know what any of this really means (like me), you can visit their website for pictures and more information at batesvillemotorspeed way.com. For reserved seat tickets, call (870) 613-1337. There are even seating sections reserved specifically for families.




  BEST ANNUAL EVENTS IN NORTHEAST ARKANSAS




  Tuckerman’s Hometown Days
(run by the fire department)
Tuckerman; Mother’s Day weekend, May
(870) 349-5212




  Loose Caboose Festival
Paragould; third weekend in May
(870) 240-0544
loosecaboose.net




  Portfest
Newport; first Fri and Sat
in June on the banks of the White River
(870) 523-3618
portfest.org




  World Championship Cardboard Boat Festival
Greers Ferry Lake, Heber Springs;
fourth weekend in July
(501) 362-2444
hebersprings.com




  White River Water Carnival
Batesville; first weekend in Aug
batesvillein.org




  Native American Heritage Weekend
Calico Rock, second weekend in Sept
(870) 297-6100
calicorockmuseum.com




  Depot Days (Free Fall Music Festival)
Newport
depotdays.org




  Winter Wonderland
Jonesboro; Christmas season
(870) 932-6691







  The Speedway is where NASCAR racing legend Mark Martin got his start. You can visit the Mark Martin Museum to see several of his race cars and other racing memorabilia. You’ll also learn more about his rise in the racing ranks. Call (800) 566-4461 for more information or visit markmartinmuseum.com. The museum is at 1601 Batesville Blvd., inside the Mark Martin Ford/Mercury dealership.




  If you happen to be in Batesville in August, stick around for the annual White River Water Carnival, Arkansas’s oldest annual water event. The Grand Parade, food, arts and crafts, and live music are offered every year. Call the Batesville Chamber at (870) 793-2378.




  Newark is a restored 1880s community situated between Jacksonport and Batesville on Highway 69. It was an old railroad town built where the Ozark Mountains meet the flatlands of the Arkansas Delta.




  While in Newark, check out the Times and Traditions Fall Festival. It is always held the second weekend in September. Times and Traditions is a gathering of local area craftspeople and entertainment, with parades, good food, and a real good old-fashioned time. For more information contact the Newark Chamber of Commerce at (870) 799-8888.




  Looking for someplace to eat in Newark? Well for three generations, since 1954, one family has owned Moore’s Dairy Crème at 511 6th St. W (870-799-3980), and the food just keeps getting better and better. If you are lucky enough to be there on a weekend, you can enjoy the Fried Catfish Dinner for under ten bucks. The rest of the week Moore’s offers hamburgers (never frozen meat and grilled when you order it) and all the other foods you and your kids crave. Burgers, hot dogs, Popcorn Chicken, tacos, BBQ, and yes, they even have Fried Pickles. Top that off with a big glass of sweet tea and you have an all-American meal—everything except the apple pie. As the name implies, however, there are ice cream and chocolate chip cookies waiting in the wings. Jesse and Melissa Parker are the current generation running the place. Open every day but Sun from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. (and Fri until 10 p.m.).




  Cave City comes alive with the annual Cave City Watermelon Festival in August. There’s not just a parade, but also live music every night at the city park, a prize watermelon auction (benefits go to Arkansas Children’s Hospital), and a free watermelon feast. Contact the Cave City Chamber for this year’s dates at cavecityarkansas.info.




  From Batesville the White River flows southeast to the town of Jacksonport. Jacksonport State Park and Museum is 3 miles north on Highway 69. Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, except for Nov through Dec when Sun hours decrease to 1 to 5 p.m. Jacksonport was a riverboat town until the end. After city leaders refused right-of-way to the railroad in 1872, the population began to decline; in 1891 the county seat was moved, and the stores, saloons, and wharves disappeared. Today, exhibits in the park’s 1872 courthouse and programs by park interpreters share the story of this historic river port. Admission is free. Jackson State Park also has 20 Class A campsites, a barrier-free bathhouse/restroom, a tree-shaded picnic area within a stone’s throw of the river beach, a covered pavilion to rent for large gatherings, a gift shop, and the 28-acre wildlife conservation area called the Tunstall Riverwalk. There is a boat ramp for access to the White River. But a word of caution: According to the locals, in the murky waters where the White and Black Rivers join, a creature called the “White River Monster”—known as “Whitey”—has been sighted. (I’m not making this up.) Sightings of this elusive monster date back to when Native Americans lived in this county. The most recent “reliable” (chamber of commerce quotes, not mine) sightings were in 1937 and the 1970s. So positive that there is a White River Monster, the state legislature proclaimed this section of the White River to be a “White River Monster Refuge.” (Hey, if the Arkansas legislature says it’s true, it must be.) And now that the Loch Ness Monster has been declared a sham, this could be the only monster left in the world, so be careful not to hurt it. Call (870) 523-2143 for information. Contact Ozark Gateway Tourist Council for information on this area at (870) 793-9316.




  didyouknow?







  A bronze plaque on the Holmes building on the corner of Front and Hazel Streets in Newport designates the location of Sam Walton’s first Ben Franklin store.







  US 67 follows the White River south to Newport, where, since the turn of the 20th century, the White and the Black Rivers that converge nearby have yielded delicately tinted natural pearls that are highly valued, becoming heirlooms for families lucky enough to find them. In fact, the Royal Crown of England has a lustrous White River pearl in it.




  The Bob E. Jackson Memorial Museum of Funeral Service is at 1900 Malcolm Ave. in Newport. A horse-drawn, glass-sided funeral coach and a vintage 1880 family buggy are the highlights of this unusual funeral service collection. An 850-pound bronze casket, manufactured in 1927, is on display (needs big pallbearers!). It is one of only five made—three were used for burials; the other is on display in Texas. This unique museum has toe-clincher and glass-sealer caskets (ask about them) and home embalming tools. A “must-see” museum, if you like this kind of thing. If you are just along for the ride, the museum also includes a small chapel and an extensive collection of Mr. Jackson’s World War II memorabilia. Call (870)-523-5822 to arrange a tour.




  One unique museum is not enough for Newport. In the upstairs of the Newport Business Resource Center at 201 Hazel St., you’ll find the Rock & Roll Highway Museum. Prosecuting Attorney Henry Boyce founded and maintains the museum, which is a tribute to the stretch of highway between Newport and Pocahontas that became famous for the clubs that played host to Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley, Roy Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis, Conway Twitty, Sonny Burgess, and Billy Lee Riley in the 1950s. Vintage photos and other memorabilia from the Silver Moon, Porky’s Roof Top, and King of Clubs are on display. The museum is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon through Fri. Call (870) 523-3618.




didyouknow?







  Arkansas is the only state to produce both pearls and diamonds. (Did you know the best way to clean pearls is to use Woolite and water, rinse, and air-dry?)





  MJ’s Restaurant & Catering To Go at 104 Third St. has a unique concept: home-cooking without the cooking. Call ahead and order a casserole to go, Mon through Fri until 6 p.m. Pick it up on the way home from work for a quick fix for dinner. They have a daily lunch special of half a sandwich with potato salad and a cup of their delicious homemade soup. Lunch is served Thurs and Fri from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call (870) 523-5788 for more information.




  The local airbase/industrial park on Highway 18 is the home of Newport Raceway Drag Strip, if you are thrilled by the roar of drag racing. Races are held every weekend on the two-lane blacktop. Call (870) 698-1345 for times.




  Travel northwest from Newport on Highway 14 as it flows along the curve of the White River; the scene changes as mountains pop up, trees line the highway, and cattle graze on the rolling hills and valleys. The drive to Mountain View is an event in itself. For a tour through some lovely Ozark countryside, travel north on Highway 69, then east on Highway 58. You can also stay on Highway 69, turning east on Highway 9, a twisting 2-laner from Melbourne along a ridge with a view of White River Valley. No matter how you do it, the last 30 miles scribble through hills with rocky streams and spectacular vistas. All roads lead to Mountain View, so it becomes the center point from which directions to other attractions in the area begin.




  Free Saturday musicals held in the Mountain View town square have been a tradition for some 30 years, and “pickin’ and grinnin’” goes on well into the night, as local strummers gather by the courthouse and folks bring lawn chairs to get comfortable on balmy evenings. Folk music lovers by the thousands come into town to hear the fiddles and dulcimers sing. Favorite son Dick Powell, crooner and leading man of the forties and fifties, was born here. Mountain View also hosts the annual Bean Fest. More than 30 huge iron kettles of pinto beans, along with corn bread and onions, are cooked and served free to everyone. The tall tale–telling contest (and they get taller every year) is part of the event called “The Big Blowout.” But the highlight is the Great Outhouse Race—each privy is decorated and, after the musket shot, pushed along the course with the driver sitting on the seat inside. The coveted gold, silver, or bronze toilet seat trophies and cash prizes for best-decorated comfort station and best-dressed driver are awarded on the courthouse steps. This is not the only outhouse race in the state, but it is—citizens here will tell you—the only one fueled by beans.




  The Bean Fest is the biggest festival, but the second runner-up happens in the middle of August. The Mountain Music and Motorcycle Festival is also huge. It seems that no matter when you come to Mountain View or any of its suburbs like Fox, Pineville, or Guion, there will be something going on.




  Courthouse Square is the heart of the community, and most of the shops there have no address; in fact, there are only a few street names. Highways become streets, streets become highways, and the names are interchangeable. Ask directions, and the people who live in Mountain View will just point or say it’s near some other place on the square. If you walk around the square, you will find everything sooner or later. It is illegal to buy liquor and not easy to find a good restaurant meal, but good music is easy to find. Visit ozarkgetaways.com.




  A number of bed-and-breakfasts are clustered near the square. The Wildflower Bed and Breakfast on the Square (100 W. Washington St.), on the northeast corner across from the old jailhouse, calls itself a “vintage guest house.” This bed-and-breakfast has six rooms, all with private baths and queen-size beds. Named to the National Register of Historic Places, this old hotel was built for traveling salesmen in 1918. In 1998 it went through extensive renovations. Rooms range from $65 to $135, including a hearty buffet breakfast served in the sunny parlor dining area. Lots of games, puzzles, and reading materials are available for the guests. The bed-and-breakfast’s location is perfect for guests who come to hear the old country tunes picked by impromptu gatherings of musicians. Call Chris or Shelley Smith at (870) 269-4383 for reservations.




  Tommy’s Famous (Pizza) has specialized in handmade pizza since 1991 and won second place in the state for best pizza. The Miller family runs a neighborhood hangout where visitors are always welcome. What makes this place unique is Tommy’s Dry Tavern dining room, which has a bluesy feel. You can sit at the bar and have a broad selection of non-alcoholic beer both domestic and imported. Call (870) 269-FAST to place your order. Tommy is also famous for his Memphis-style barbecue and ribs. And you know, calling ahead to reserve seating, and ribs, is a good idea. You can’t miss Tommy’s bright purple building, 4 blocks west of the square off Highway 66 West. He is open 7 days a week from 3 p.m. until whenever—7, 8, or 9 p.m., depending on how many people are still there. If it’s too crowded inside and the weather is nice, eat on the picnic tables outside.




  Peabody Street crosses Main at the south end of the square, and just past the post office is where Ozark Country Inn Bed and Breakfast sits in the shade of old maple trees. Many of the musicians you will hear on the square stay here. It was built in the early 1900s. Maple trees surround the second-story porch where people pick and play well into the night when the weather is warm. Because the inn is only steps away from Courthouse Square, where good music making and jiggin’ can be enjoyed almost every night, it is often booked up. Bring your fiddle and join in. Don “Brickshy” and Sissy Jones invite you to enjoy their hospitality. Call (870) 269-8699. The inn’s website is ozarkcountryinn.com. Rooms at the inn—located at 219 South Peabody St. on Highway 9 South—all have private baths. An old-fashioned breakfast is served at 8 a.m.




  In 2009 Andy Baker and his dad Corky took over Stone County Ironworks (17430 Hwy. 66 ), a blacksmith shop in the hills of the Ozark Mountains and in 2018 they launched a new brand called Urban Forge and used the skill and artistry of their master craftsmen blacksmiths to make custom furniture. Urban Forge is not the average furniture company. The process takes longer. Each piece begins as a sketch. Once in production, every inch is meticulously crafted by the artisan blacksmiths. The creativity, skill, and artistry of the blacksmiths are the backbone of Urban Forge. These master craftsmen are amazing with what they can produce out of iron. Many customers consider their Urban Forge pieces investments. All forged items are guaranteed forever. Pieces become family heirlooms in homes across the country. If you’re interested in shopping in person, experience the flagship store in the heart of the square in Mountain View. The 10,000-square-foot stone building was built in 1929 and showcases a wide variety of Urban Forge iron furniture hand-forged by artisans just a few miles away at the forge. Browse the home furnishings and crafted Damascus knives or talk with them about interior design or custom iron projects. Throughout the space you can view video of gifted artisans at work, see examples of the ancient tools and techniques used, and, from time to time, even see a blacksmith working in the forge out back. Hours are seasonal and different almost every day. Usually opening at 9 a.m., the shop remains that way until 5 p.m. on Mon; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tues and Wed; 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thurs; and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Fri and Sat. Sun hours are from noon to 5 p.m. Winter hours are Mon through Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (870) 269-IRON for the exact closing time, or visit stonecountyironworks.com.




  Situated in the ironworks store is Oliver’s Bistro (201 W. Main; 870-269-2100), which is a bit upscale and locals recommend it for dinner. If you just want a lunch that is a bit different, order the charcuterie board, a wooden cutting board covered with cheeses, salami, bread, fruit, and a little cup of locally made onion jam.




  Another of the charming places in Mountain View is the Bushel and A Peck Cafe (402 W. Main St.; 870-269-3365) in a cute little house where you can enjoy the Strawberry Pecan Salad.




  Another favorite spot is PJ’s Rainbow Cafe (216 W. Main St.; 870-269-8633), a nonsmoking restaurant owned by Pat and Chuck Mahaney. Really good home cooking is what is going on here: soups made from scratch (scratch being a pot of water), homemade pies, and hand-breaded chicken-fried steaks. Winter hours are 7 a.m. (biscuits and gravy, homemade cinnamon rolls the size of hubcaps) to 8 p.m. (dessert could be the infamous Mountain Ozark Pie—a chocolate-coconut-walnut pie served warm with a dab of ice cream). It all begins at 6 a.m. weekdays in summertime until 8 p.m., and Sun 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Closed Mon.




  The Inn at Mountain View, just off Courthouse Square at 307 Washington St. in Mountain View, dates to 1886 and features a porch that is great for sitting and rocking. A large stone fireplace in the living room warms guests on cool autumn nights. Owners Kevin and Melissa Mitchell keep up many of the traditions of the famous old inn while adding great new ideas. The antiques and handmade quilts are still there, and every morning Kevin and Melissa cook up a breakfast smorgasbord. This is more than just a full country breakfast. Internet access and a big-screen TV are available for corporate meetings. The restored inn is air-conditioned, and large mini-suites range in price from $88 to $145 for two. All have private baths. Call (870) 269-4200 or (800) 535-1301 or visit innatmountainview.com.




didyouknow?







  The word Arkansas comes from the word Kansas, “people of the south wind” or “downstream people.” But spelling the state name has never been easy. Explorers used Arkansoa, Arkancas, and Arkensa, to name a few. Not everyone agreed on the pronunciation—was it Ar-KANSAS or AR-kan-saw? The legislature settled on AR-kan-saw in 1881.





  A popular activity while enjoying music on the square is to take a buggy ride around town. Starting about 7 p.m. on Fri and Sat nights, Mar through Oct, folks from the OK Trading Post (11595 Hwy 14; oktradingpost.com) bring their horses and buggies to the square. You can also book trail rides and hayrides through the Trading Post by calling (870) 585-2217. Owners Terry and Denisa Malott offer trail rides in the woods. A half-hour ride is $12, a 1-hour ride is $20, or 1.5 hours for $25; a ride through the woods and along the creek and bluff for 2 hours is $30. The half-day ride ($60) includes a meal, but the overnight ($125) is the best deal. You bring your own sleeping bag and fishing gear, and the guides cook you a steak dinner that night and ham and eggs in the morning. You can also take a hayride to the creek for a hot dog roast.




  East of downtown at 1104 Sylamore Ave. (Highways 5, 9, and 14 northbound) is the Dulcimer Shoppe (877-269-4422; mcspaddendulcimers.com). The Dulcimer Shoppe is the home of McSpadden Dulcimers. In addition to the musical instrument, the shop offers may items from local crafters such as pottery and wood carvings. You can watch through large windows as the craftsmen make dulcimers and if you ask, someone will play them for you and explain how to play simple tunes without having to learn how to read music. The instruments sell from $475 for a basic one to $1,500 for a top end custom with all the available options. The shop is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Sat for most of the year, but is closed on Sat, Nov through Feb.




  Arkansas Craft Gallery, (104 East Main St.; 870-269-4120; arkansascraftguild.org) showcases the best artists from all over the state. Several guild shops dot the state. More than 300 artists are members of the guild, and they have been sending top-quality handmade crafts here since 1962. The guild also has the largest selection of pottery in the state, as well as five styles of working spinning wheels, furniture, wooden bowls, and candles. Works from seven glass artists, five makers, two broom makers, and 30 jewelry makers are also available. Each month the gallery highlights a different artist. The shop is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tue through Sat.




  Two miles north of Mountain View on Highway 5/9/14 is the Jimmy Driftwood Barn and Folk Museum. If you don’t know who Jimmy Driftwood was, you will by the time you leave Mountain View. He built the barn for the Rackensack Folklore Society, a loose-knit group of locals who are dedicated to preserving the folk music of the hills. It is operated by the University of Central Arkansas. Driftwood has been called this country’s finest folk balladeer, although he started his career quite by accident at age 50, when he wrote “The Battle of New Orleans” for his 6th-grade American history class and it became an instant success. Jimmy died in July 1988, but his style of music lives on here. The barn welcomes folk musicians and the public to Friday and Sunday musicals at 7 p.m. throughout the year. There is a $5 donation. Other programs and activities are offered at various times during the week. Call (870) 269-8042 for information or visit jimmydriftwoodmusicbarn.com.




  Don and Suzie Mellon had the Mellon Patch business in a converted chicken house in Mountain View. It was built around a wooden train whistle, musical spoons, wooden trains, and other wooden items, which they sold wholesale. Their dream was to build a new workshop and retail store on property they owned near the Jimmy Driftwood Barn. The dream has become an old country store, “the kind of place you like to pull into” when traveling across Arkansas, according to Don.




  The white clapboard building, now called Mellon’s Country Store & Hole in the Wall Theatre, has tall, narrow windows. A 35-foot tower is out front with a circa 1930 aeromotor windmill. A 1924 vintage gas pump with Don’s pride and joy—a 1939 Ford—parked in front of it will certainly stop traffic.




  Inside there are hanging hams, barrels of hard candy, and the scent of coffee being ground. You can buy sausage grinders, cast-iron pots, horseshoes (and mule shoes), and washboards. Felt hats are displayed on an old hatbox dresser, and lots of vintage musical instruments—banjos, fiddles, and guitars—are all over the place. In fact, Don will sit a spell on the porch with you and do some pickin’ if you’ve a mind to. Or you can have an RC Cola and a Moon Pie and listen to Don, a toy maker by trade, talk about his own handmade wooden toys—checked out by his own grandchildren—of which he is justifiably proud. “Our motto is ‘If they can’t break it, then we’ll make it,’” he says. Aisles are crowded with reminders of a time when metal trademark signs for Coke, Hershey, Lipton, and Nehi were common. You can have homemade jellies, chow-chow, smoked hams, and stone-ground cornmeal or browse among antiques, curiosities, marbles, iron skillets, books, and handmade crafts. This is the place to see hats from the Clearwater Hat Company, too.




  Mellon’s Country Store is 2 miles north of Mountain View on Highway 9 at the windmill. Seasonal hours are too complicated to list so just call (870) 269-3354 for information or visit mellonscountrystore.com where you can hear Pappa Mellon playing “Dueling Banjos” and other of his favs.




  The Stone County Museum on School Avenue is for history buffs, especially if you are from this area. Most items have been donated by families in Stone County, so there are handwoven bed covers and curtain panels, crocheted bedspreads, wedding clothing, and homemade furniture. There’s a spinning wheel and cider press and lots of military relics. The museum has copies of birth, marriage, and death certificates and rubbings of tombstones. Hours are 1 to 4 p.m. on Thurs, Fri, and Sat from Apr through Oct. More info at heritageofstone.wordpress.com.




  If you don’t want to stay in town and listen to all the music, or if you just want a good night’s sleep before you hit the Ozark Folk Center or Blanchard Springs Caverns, then check out Country Oaks Bed & Breakfast, just 1 mile from town off Highway 9 south of Mountain View (on the road to Shirley). Here you can have the feeling of yesterday and the comfort of today. Antiques, lace curtains, claw-foot bathtubs, and marble showers create ambience at this lush hideaway on 69 acres. Surrounded by majestic oaks, it has its own (catch and release) fishing lake, with a path for morning strolls and a 2-mile hiking trail. Queen-and king-size beds, fireplaces, and ceiling fans give you all the modern comforts, as do sitting rooms with television and free snacks and beverages. A full gourmet breakfast, prepared by innkeepers Carole and Gerald Weber, is served in the dining room each morning. Five rooms are available, all with showers. This is a new house but done in Victorian style, so there is a porch with rockers (no children under 12, which makes it even quieter). A second building, The Carriage House, offers three more guest rooms and a meeting room and guest pantry for corporate groups. Rooms run $125 to $140 (double occupancy). Call (870) 269-2704 for information and reservations, or book online at countryoaksbb.com.




  Joy Harp has a studio here in the B&B, and her philosophy of life is one most people envy. She calls life a “fun project” because she spends her day doing what she loves: painting, writing, rug hooking, knitting, gardening, and enjoying all the things that brought her here in 1993 from the San Francisco Bay Area. She says painting is an intuitive process involving colors, shapes, and shading, with acrylic being her favored medium. As the years go by, her style of painting gets looser and more impressionistic, she says, much the way her feelings of life are.




  The Olive Tree Gallery (116 A West Main St., Mountain View; 870-269-7717; theolivetreegallery.com) is the dream, after more than 35 years in the gallery business, of Eric Whitley and his wife, Penny. Local, regional, and national artists display here. Originals, prints, and giclées can be purchased. (Giclée is a picture that has been printed directly onto the canvas with a French process that brings more life, clarity, and vibrant color to the print.) Handmade hats and purses abound. There are garden hats, toddler hats, fuzzy hats, plain hats, funky hats, and fussy froufrou hats, as well as one-of-a-kind purses. There are elegant handmade copper fountains of all sizes that can be displayed on tables, walls, or floors that came all the way from Idaho. Best of all, right in the middle of the gallery is a specialty coffee shop. According to Eric, the Amish pastries served here are guaranteed to cause hip expansion.




  What brings people to the Mountain View area, though, is the Ozark Folk Center (870-269-3851; ozarkfolkcenter.com), north of town off Highway 5/9/14 on Folk Center Road. Built to maintain the unique folk traditions of the Ozarks, the center preserves almost-forgotten arts and music of the hill people who lived on the hillsides and hollers of the mountains. The center features artists like Dutch Wigman, who makes bowed psalteries; Terri Bruhin, a weaver who makes lace-weave table linens and rag rugs, and Joe Bruhin, a potter (more about them later); and Owen Rein, a master chair maker who creates white-oak rockers with drawknife and bending forms, or “jigs,” to curve the green wood to the measurements of the person planning to use it. This showcase for hill-life traditions was founded by descendants of the river valley pioneers to preserve the lore and crafts that were quickly disappearing. Twenty-five “cabin crafts,” practiced in rustic shops scattered across an Ozark hilltop, and a heritage herb garden are open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. May through Oct. If you have never experienced the sweet scent of cedar from a cooper’s shop or the sharp tang of coal smoke from a blacksmith’s forge, this is your chance to travel back to simpler times. The park re-creates a time when plain materials like white-oak sheaves or apples became baskets and dolls and when common farm implements such as saw blades and buckets became musical instruments. Music is made here with such instruments as the bowed psaltery, dulcimer, pickin’ bow, and spoons, as well as fiddles, banjos, and guitars. Concerts are presented Mon through Sat at 7:30 p.m. in the center’s 1,000-seat auditorium. Sunday night gospel concerts are held once or twice a month through the season.




  The century-old Shannon Cabin at the center is open to visitors. It has a stone fireplace, homemade furniture, front and rear porches, and a sleeping loft typical of the rural log homes of the past. Scheduled for demolition, it was brought to the center from Happy Hollow in Stone County. Tina Marie Wilcox, Ozark Folk Center herbalist, did the landscaping, planting an assortment of homestead flowers, herbs, and bushes around the cabin, the way a pioneer woman might have done.




  Although the Ozark Folk Center Skillet Restaurant and Ozark Cabins at Dry Creek are located in the middle of the state park, they are lovely. There is a comfortable bed, a deck overlooking the woods, and the peace and quiet you might be looking for. The octagonal cabins are built from native cedar and scattered around the grounds. Three sliding glass doors let in the breeze and a wide view of the trees outside, and the dining room serves traditional southern cooking—beans and ham, greens, and corn bread. Call (870) 269-3871 or (800) 264-FOLK for room reservations or visit the center’s website at ozarkfolkcenter.com.




  At the far end of the Folk Center’s main parking lot, you’ll find Loco Ropes (870-269-6566; locoropes.net). This is an adventuresome must-do for everyone taller than 43 inches (that’s the minimum requirement) and less than 290 pounds. You can choose your daring act here. Tower Adventures include rock wall climbing, the HotShot controlled free fall, or a ride on the Screamin’ Pig zip line. Each of these is $7.50 per person. Otherwise, you can take to the treetops, where you can choose from three different ropes courses (or complete them all!). While harnessed to an overhead guideline, you’ll traverse rope bridges and negotiate plank wood crossings. In between each challenge you can hug a tree trunk, as you’ll be 10 to 20 feet off the ground. It’s an empowering (and completely safe) challenge for kids and grandmas alike! The cost for the Treetop Adventures is $15 to $50 depending on how many courses you do. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, Mar through Nov. It’s best to call ahead for reservations if you want to do the treetop ropes courses, but you can usually just walk up for the Tower Adventures.






  “Off the Beaten Path” Studio Tour




  The “Off the Beaten Path” Studio Tour showcases the creative artists in and around Mountain View as well as provides an opportunity for visitors to purchase work directly from these artists. When you choose to buy a handmade product, you are not only buying a unique piece of art but you are supporting Arkansas artists who are making their living creating unique traditional and contemporary crafts with their own hands in their own studios in the beautiful Ozark mountains.




  The first “Off the Beaten Path” Studio Tour was held in September 2002. There were 15 studios on the tour, all located within 30 miles of the Court Square in Mountain View. The tour was offered free of charge to the public. It was funded by artists’ fees, the sponsorship of area lodging establishments, and lots of volunteer labor. An Artists’ Reception was held at four local bed-and-breakfasts with studio tour artists showing their work at each location.




  The tour was very successful and the tour continued with the support of area restaurants “Along the Way” and evening entertainment venues. Information about these sponsors was included in the Tour Guide Book as a service to the visitor on the tour. In 2006, area lodging establishments were added as sponsors and listed in the Tour Guide Book to assist visitors making reservations for the next year’s tour. In addition, a “Friends of the Tour” program was introduced to raise money for the event.




  Each year new artists have been added to the tour through a peer-review process, which considers the type and quality of work produced and the geographic location and accessibility of the artist’s studio. Eligible studios must be within 30 miles of the Court Square in Mountain View and are limited to artists who have private working studios. About 40 artists now participate in the tour. An open studio tour such as this provides visitors a unique opportunity to connect with local artists and craftsmen in their working environments. It allows the visitor to see not only what the artists make but to see how their lives and working spaces reflect and influence their work.







  The Heritage Herb Garden is where edible herbs like sage, mint, and rosemary grow alongside other old-time pass-along plants. Scented geranium teases your sense of smell, and the garden functions as a living classroom with workshops and programs celebrating both culinary and medicinal herbs in May and October.




  You can tour about 25 studios near Mountain View by coming in September and doing the annual Off the Beaten Path Studio Tour. It’s a self-guided tour of the private studios within 30 miles of town. See pottery, jewelry, stained glass, paintings, folk art, woodcarving, and more. Works are on exhibit and for sale. Maps and studio guides are available at the Mountain View and Calico Rock Chambers of Commerce. For more information go to offthebeatenpath studio tour.com. Spend a couple of days doing the self-guided tour. It is so worth it, because many of the artists do not have telephone numbers or actual addresses.




  One of the artists you will see on the tour will be Patrick Thompson, Heritage Springs Blacksmith. He moved to Mountain View from Texas where he was a metal worker and welder. He became interested in blacksmithing at the Folk Center and spent several years as a craft demonstrator doing old-style blacksmithing. His studio is a barn red building with a tin roof at the corner of Highway 87 (Gayler Rd) and North Knox.




  Glenda Tooke moved here from Louisiana with her husband, Dave, and works with Cypress Knees and Gourds, which she grows on their property in Louisiana. The gourds are dried, cleaned, and sometimes cut. She also cuts her cypress there. The cypress knees must be cut, boiled, peeled, and dried before they are ready to paint. Her studio is about two miles from the Courthouse at 1492 Hwy 87. There are two large rock pillars and a black iron gate that marks the entrance to her studio. Follow the road to the top of the hill.




  Jane Stout used to teach high school before she began working in ceramics making ceramic jewelry as well as unique vintage findings jewelry. Jane has worked in ceramics for 12 years and recently began her focus on jewelry pieces. Now her Ceramic and Vintage Jewelry shop at 832 S. Riverview is where you can find her unique pieces.




  Not far from Courthouse Square across from the city park is a little stone house with a blue tin roof where Skip and Racheal Mathews create a unique combination of artistry with copper. Their medium of choice is Flame Painting Copper. Skip became known as the “father of flame painting” working as a coppersmith. He married his fellow artist, Racheal, whose focus was drawing and painting on canvas. In the year 2000 Skip handed her a torch and it wasn’t long until painting copper with a flame became her medium of choice, too. The studio is in an RV, and product is displayed in the show booth next to it.




  Linda Rawlings says her goal is to capture your attention and make you look a bit longer at something until it intrigues you and awes you with the beauty of nature. Her photography expresses those lifetime images that follow you home in your memory. She uses light, movement, and the elements of art and design in her photos. Riverside Studio is about ten miles from Court House Square north on Highway 5.




  Lane Berg teaches art at the school in Timbo. He is an acrylic and mixed media artist who shows much of his art at the Attic Gallery in Mississippi, but you can see it at his studio that is less than ten minutes from the Square east to 325 Wildwood Dr.




  Tom and Sage Holland are glass bead makers who have been working with the medium for years. They have taught workshops all over the world (even in Murano, Italy, the island where glass is famous) and are writing a glass bead history. Their work is unique and beautiful, the perfect gift for that person who has everything. The studio is in the QMC Building on Sawmill Road just off Highways 5, 9, and 14 North. You might want to take the back route from Berg’s studio to avoid highway traffic.




  Yun Kim, who prefers to be called Kim, is from South Korea. She took drawing lessons in the third grade then went on to art at a university in South Korea. She moved to New Jersey, married, and drifted away from art. She moved to Arkansas in 2008, joined the Art Guild, and hasn’t stopped painting since. “Oil, water color, acrylic, or pastel—I like them all,” she says. She paints whatever she thinks is beautiful, and her work shows that. Her studio is a 432-square-foot converted garage recently remodeled. Her work is astonishing. You must make the trip to see it. Start going west on W. Main Street/Highway 66 toward Peabody Avenue. Turn right onto Lancaster Avenue/Highway 87. Mountain View City Hall is on the right. If you reach Brewer Ave you’ve gone a little too far. Turn left onto Gaylor Street/Highway 87. Continue to follow Highway 87 for 4.2 miles. 3481 Hwy 87 is on the left. If you reach County Road 115, you’ve gone about 0.7 miles too far. See, this is why the Off the Beaten Path Tour exists. How else would you ever find her?




  Charles and Linda Widmer are both self-taught artists. Charles has been a woodcarver and now casts ornaments using hand-carved molds. He pours an alloy called babbitt into these molds to create his ornaments. Linda also started as a woodcarver but now makes wire-wrapped jewelry. She creates one-of-a-kind pieces using gold or silver wire, gemstones, coins, or even old buttons. Charles creates wire rings using silver wire and stones and beads. They have two studios: one at the Ozark Folk Center and another at home in a converted garage (428 Massey Ave.)—used mostly in winter. Charles will show you his hand-carved molds and explain the casting process if you are interested. The studio is the white house with rock trim.




  Liz and Lewie Lloyd have side-by-side studios. Lewie shapes steel into blades and then creates fitted leather scabbards for them. They are a thing of beauty as well as excellent instruments. Liz works in the studio next door (787 Hub Willis Rd.). Both studios have garage doors so you can watch both artists in stereo. Liz works with wood that comes from trees from their woods. She creates delicate pens (and styli for the iPad crowd) as well as platters and bowls. Take Highway 9 South to the top of Dodd Mountain (really) then turn right on Hub Willis Road (across the street from the Hilltop Store).




  Warren Studios is a fascinating stop. Ray Warren takes wrought iron to a new level. The studio is filled with moons and stars, butterflies, and so many other pieces that display both function and design for your garden and patio. He is a rural Arkansas native who can custom design projects for your home.




  Loretta Babak is from Michigan and came to Mountain View a few years ago where she began to change from her former media—oil, water, acrylic, and acrylic wash—to painting on wood. She says wood is a natural for nature paintings and loves to incorporate nature’s flaws—like knots—into a painting, which makes them one-of-a-kind. She paints what she sees in the creek, bluffs, and wildlife: scenery, animals, and fish, all on wood. Her studio is at 8231 Herpel Rd., in Mountain View.




  Russ and Beverly Wilhite renovated an original old homestead on their property for a studio. Russ now makes his own gallery-wrap frames, stretching the canvas and painting the canvas with acrylic paint. His favorite subjects seem to be banjo, guitar, and fiddle figures that may be human, animal, or even insect, he says. His work has humor as well as bright colors. You just have to see them for yourself. Beverly studied in Paris and works in acrylics. Her favorite subjects are “pretty ladies” of the ’20s and ’30s and large flowers. You are going to like the works of both artists. From 107 W. Main St. drive east on E. Main Street 0.6 miles and keep straight onto Highway 5, 14/E. Main Street for 1.7 miles. Turn right onto Highway 5 0.4 miles. Arrive at 344 Hwy 5. If you reach Mill Pond Road, you’ve gone too far.




  Judi Munn and John Perry have a studio on a pine-covered hilltop near the Ozark National Forest just down the road from the bike trails. It’s a quiet spot where John and Judi make wheel-thrown pottery. You may have seen their work: The unique collection of slip decorated “Critter Pottery.” The “Critter Cups” are the most popular, these are mugs with line drawings of animals on the outside and little sculpted animals inside. In addition to the wheel-thrown work, Judi also does hand-building with clay. Most of the work made here at home is fired in electric kiln on-site, but some of their work is fired in the Waste Vegetable Oil Kiln or the Wood-fired Groundhog Kiln at the Ozark Folk Center where they have another studio. The home studio is east on Highway 9/66 towards Batesville, 9400 Green Mountain Road. You can get detailed instructions at the Off the Beaten Path Tour.




  Owen Rein built his rustic homestead on a secluded 40 acres in Stone County. He has been nominated twice as an Arkansas Living Treasure and has been making his living using old-time woodworking tools and techniques to fashion a line of chairs and bar stools, and his signature piece is his design of large rocking chairs. He has spent 20 years perfecting the comfort of this design. He has one in the White House, in fact. He also makes white oak baskets, one of which is in the Smithsonian Art Museum in Washington, D.C. To get to his studio, take Highway 14 E for about 10 miles, left on Highway 58 and north about 4 miles. Turn left at the top of the hill onto Turner Road W. Follow Turner about a mile through the crossroads and right onto Owen Avenue (recognize the name?). Go downhill and Owen’s place is at the end of the road.




  Jim Tindall (590 Kera Dr., Mountain View; jimtindall.com) sees the beauty of Mountain View as an inspiration, and it is the subject of many of his works. He prefers acrylics but also enjoys sketching caricatures and has drawn thousands over the years. He does his drawings at parties and company events.




  Potters David and Becki Dahlstedt have worked at the Folk Center for years before establishing a studio (511 Jackson St., between Knox and Union Ave) adjacent to their home in Mountain View. David makes both functional and decorative pots. “An elaborate teapot can make an artistic statement and still be used to steep and pour tea,” he says. Becki makes pots as well but spends most of her time glazing the couple’s work using multiple glaze application techniques to achieve their trademark blended earth tones. David is the potter-in-residence at the Arkansas Craft School and teaches classes at the school’s studio located in downtown Mountain View next to the Arkansas Craft Gallery, where the Dahlstedts sell their pottery.




  Havencroft Farm is home to not just dogs and cats, but Jacob sheep, Angora goats, Alpine dairy goats, alpacas, one lonesome llama, and a bunch of chickens. Sharing the land is Shawn Hoefer, Jeanette Larson, and Lena Larson. Jeanette started out with crochet and costume design but fell in love with spinning and weaving. Now she has spinning wheels and looms to spin yarn from her critters. She creates shawls on the triangle looms hanging on the walls. Fleeces that are not spun are woven into soft durable Fleecyful Rugs.




  Shawn began with spinning but moved to woodworking. He makes many of the looms, spindles, and weaving tools for Jeanette. He took a strange turn when he discovered brooms. Antique brooms to be exact, and he added his own touch of style and has won several national craft broom competitions. You are welcome to visit the farm and meet the critters during the Off The Beaten Path Tour. They are located 2 miles west of Mountain View.




  Barbara Carlson is also part of the Off the Beaten Path Studio Tour. Barbara specializes in portrait quilts, which belong in a subgroup of art quilts. Art quilts are smaller quilts that are hung on walls as artwork. Because they are used as decoration only, many nontraditional quilt media are used. Barbara’s quilts are exhibited at the Historic Arkansas Museum in Little Rock and the Arkansas Craft Gallery in Mountain View.




  An underground stream flows into Blanchard Springs Caverns (blanchardsprings.org), which are just 14 miles north of Mountain View off Highway 5/9/14 at the town of Sylamore (where Highway 5/9/14 splits), then east on Highway 14. The water emerges as Sylamore Creek, winding its way through the Ozark National Forest to the White River. It is an important part of the cavern; 216 feet beneath the lush green of the Ozark National Forest lies the underground world of massive stalactites and towering sandstone columns, sculpted by water and time and home to blind salamanders and albino crayfish. This is a living cave because the continuous water supply keeps the formations growing. The uppermost caverns consist of two huge rooms, the Cathedral Room and the Coral Room, which are each large enough to hold several football fields. The explored part of the lower section, where the river flows, is almost 5 miles long.




  The Dripstone Trail passes through the uppermost part of the caverns for 0.7 mile, with stone curbs or handrails. Every type of calcite formation can be found in the limestone caves—stalactites, stalagmites, hollow soda straws, massive flowstones, and giant columns in colors ranging from snow white to dark brown because of the varied minerals found in the deposits.




  The Discovery Trail—discovered when someone fell through a hole in the floor—is 1.2 miles long and has more than 600 steps that take you deeper into the caverns, where there are water-carved passages, a cave stream, and the natural entrance. One spot looks as though billions of diamonds had spilled into the cavern, the crystals sparkling in the lights. The skeletal remains of a Native American who explored the cave more than a thousand years ago were found next to a bundle of reeds—perhaps used to make torches—but no one knew much about the cave until it was explored in 1956. It has been open to the public only since 1973. You might want to wear a long-sleeved shirt or maybe even a sweater when exploring the cave, because it’s a constant 58 degrees inside, and with the humidity near 100 percent, dampness adds to the chill.




  But here’s the most exciting part if you are youngish and in decent shape: Sign up for The Wild Cave Tour that takes you through the undeveloped sections of the middle level of Blanchard. Plan this one in advance because you must wear over-the-ankle boots with ankle support and good tread and know you are going to get dirty. You will crawl, climb steep slopes, creep under low ceilings, most of which is through red clay. Coveralls, hard hats, kneepads, gloves, and lights are provided. Participants need to bring an extra pair of shoes to change into after the tour. The Wild Cave Tour capacity is limited based on guide availability. You must be at least 10 years old, and a responsible adult must tour with 10- to 12-year-olds. This tour is available by reservation only and worth every penny of the $75 fee.




  Blanchard Springs Caverns are in the town of Fifty-Six (870-757-2211). Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., daily Apr through Oct; Wed to Sun, Nov through Mar. Admission is $10 for adults, $5 with a pass for seniors, $5 for children ages 6 to 15. There is a $3 per car day-use charge for the picnic areas with a spring-fed stream for swimming (complete with bathhouse); camping facilities are $10 per night with a 5-night minimum. From Mountain View take Highway 14 west to Fifty-Six. Granted, these caverns are a well-known tourist spot, but they are among the most beautiful caves in the world. It would be a shame to miss them. To get the most impressive feeling of the caverns, come by in December for the annual Caroling in the Caverns event. Guides will escort you into the acoustically perfect Cathedral Room, and the incredible voices and stringed instruments of the area folk musicians raise goose bumps in the semi-dark. It begins around Thanksgiving and is at 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. on Sat and Sun through the middle of Dec. You can do a walking tour of the caverns with the 2:30 p.m. show, if you want to. This has been going on for more than six years and all performances have sold out, so advance tickets are required. Call the Mountain View Chamber of Commerce at (870) 269-8068, or download tickets at ozarkgetaways.com.




  The Clearwater Hat Company owners, Kay and Bob Burton, are believed to be the only makers of historical fur-felt hats in the country. They work in Newtana, west of Mountain View, at 1007 Clearwater Rd. The Burtons searched the Smithsonian archives to study hats worn in Europe and America from 1750 to 1900 and now can produce anything from the French-Indian War period to the 1920s. Reenactors are the couple’s best customers. Colonial hats, worn by men like Thomas Jefferson and George Washington, had three corners turned up to show off the powdered wigs stylish then. Civil War hats include the “hardee” hat: one side of the brim turned up with a plume. All are made with fur felt just as they were 200 years ago. Even most of the equipment used in the factory predates 1920. Crowns and brims are hand shaped after the bodies of the hats are steamed, sized, and shaped. But mercury nitrate is no longer used, as was done in the old days, so there are no “mad hatters” here. Kay tells the story of the day the beautiful Porsche pulled up to the shop (which is so far off the beaten path as to be a challenge to find), bringing everyone out of the shop. The driver stepped out of the little car with this book and a GPS in his hand. Ah, the wonders of electronics! And speaking of electronics, their website is clearwaterhats.com, or call (870) 746-4324 to order a catalog. Call between noon Fri and noon Sat. You can also see the hats at Mellon’s Country Store in Mountain View.




didyouknow?







  Notice Jude Law’s pecan-colored slouch hat in the movie Cold Mountain? Russell Crowe and Peter Fonda are also wearing hats made at Clearwater Hats in 3:10 to Yuma.





  Timbo Dairy Bar, west on Highway 66 to 6986 in Timbo, advertises itself as having the best burgers in town. Never mind that it’s the only place to eat in town, the food is pretty amazing. Everyone loves the Mexican Chicken with cheesy corn and spicy green beans, and the catfish sandwich is great, too. Goes without saying that the Southwest cheeseburger is good but how about a real southern sandwich: fried bologna and egg sandwich with chips for only $3.99. Open Wed through Thurs, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Fri and Sat, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Sun, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Closed Mon. Call (870) 746-4733.




  LaNelle Gambrell does Encaustic painting at her studio a mile past Timbo on Hwy 263 South. What is Encaustic, you ask? It is the oldest known art form used in the ancient art of the Egyptians. It uses molten bees wax, crystallized tree resin, and pigment. There is a depth and translucency that can only be achieved with flame and molten bees wax, she says.




  On top of Fox Mountain is the small, small town of Fox (two grocery stores and a post office) on Highway 263 just south of Timbo. Fox is about an hour’s drive from Mountain View, with two ways to get there. One is to travel on scenic Highway 66 to Highway 263, but this route has a terror of a hairpin turn onto Highway 263 that you might find exciting if you are an Ozark Mountain Daredevil driver. Or try Highway 9 south to Highway 263. This is a more pastoral drive along a road of soft hills lined with old barns. About five artists live in the area. Some work at the Ozark Folk Center; others don’t, and they are a challenge to find.




  Maria Smith has been in this area for 36 years. She and her husband, Dave, have a small farm on the edge of a ridge in Fox. She has a garden, an orchard (small but fruitful), cows, chickens, and a pig. They built their own log house with solar power electricity. She worked with her hands making mosaic tables and when her hands started to “wear out” as she says, she tried a friend’s glass studio and learned lamp work. Those hands are very talented. She now makes earrings with sterling ear wires, necklaces with silver clasps, and bracelets to match. To find the studio take Highway 66 West pass Timbo one mile, turn right on Highway 262 South. Fate Morrison Road will be the third road on the right. Turn right, continue until you see the mailbox at the fork, turn left and continue to the end of the road, you will cross a cattle guard (cows, remember?). It’s about one and a quarter mile from the highway.




  Blue Mountain Woodworks Studio (2457 Blue Mountain Rd.; 870-746-4764; bluemountainwoodwork.com) in Timbo, is not just another craft shop. Paul Gillam, Sr. and Paul Gillam, Jr. make their living with wood. They start with rough-cut timber and turn it into not just craft items (cutting boards and bowls) but furniture that will last “at least a lifetime.” Go to their website for pictures of their art. Believe me, it is worth a trip just to touch and feel the wood.




  Fox Mountain Pottery (870-363-4264; 3253 Red River Rd.) is the home shop of Joe Bruhin, the weaver you met at the Ozark Folk Center. Joe is a potter whose pride and joy is a Noborigama-type, three-chambered, climbing natural-drift-wood-fired kiln (“I don’t think there’s another one like it in the state,” remarks Terri). Here he creates one-of-a-kind stoneware and porcelain pottery, everything from traditional casseroles and mugs to large urns that stand 2 feet tall. The kiln reaches temperatures of 2,500 degrees, so the resulting high-fired pottery is good in the oven, microwave—or kitchens on Mercury or Venus. This pottery is meant to be used, as well as being original artwork. To find the shop once you’re in Fox, turn onto the dirt road next to the post office and begin the trek into the hills. Call Joe for directions or you may never find it. Joe says that they are “in the middle of nowhere out here,” and that’s very accurate.




  Joe can also direct you to the other craftspeople around Fox—a woodworker who makes fishing lures, a shop where glass beads are made—and Terri Bruhin can usually be found at the Ozark Folk Center in the weavers’ shop, where she weaves handwoven clothing.




  Calico Rock is a pretty little town of about 1,000 people on the bluffs of the White River exactly halfway between Mountain Home and Mountain View on Highway 5. The many colors of the sheer vertical cliffs along the river make it easy to see how the town got its name—steamship captains used to say, “Stop by them calico rocks,” because it was the northernmost accessible port for steamboats in the spring of the year, and the name stuck. In 1901, the railroad came to town and blasted away the beautiful calico-colored cliffs. There’s a view of the river from Main Street, and the old buildings, made of the colored rock and brick, reflect the 1920s and 1930s, when the railroad and sawmills that had made the town led to its destruction: A passing locomotive sparked a fire on a warehouse roof, and Main Street was destroyed. The town was rebuilt, however, and now the buildings are filled with crafts, collectibles, and antiques shops.




  The Mountain Man Rendezvous, held in early September, is sponsored by the Early Arkansaw Reenactors who camp at Rand City Park. This is an authentic sanctioned rendezvous, a gathering of people who encamp according to the traditions of the way mountain men and women lived in the 1800s. They demonstrate the everyday life skills of the early settlers—camping in period tents, wearing period clothing, and living for the week just like the early fur traders and settlers lived. You can actually experience early American frontier life. Rendezvous events include Knife & Tomahawk Throwing, Period Bow Making, Spinning, Trapping, and Pelting demos. The scent of stew cooking fills the evening air. Visit calicorock.com.




  Mills can still be seen in the older part of town, and wood homes of the 1920s and 1930s perch on the river bluffs. The 1923 River View Hotel (100 Rodman Ave.) is 1 block from the Main Street of Calico Rock. The white cement-block hotel is not fancy, but built for railroad workers who passed through the town in the 1920s, when the woodmills were active. It is now a bed-and-breakfast. This old-fashioned inn is filled with antiques and collectibles of the 1920s; it has iron beds in some rooms and oak Mission furniture in others and overlooks the White River. Linda Boulton is the owner of the historic hotel. There are eight rooms, five of which are two-bedroom suites—each with a private bath—some with tubs, others with showers. The hotel is open on a limited and reservation-only basis. Check out their website ozarksriverview.com, then call to make a reservation. The hotel is open from early Apr until the end of Oct. Prices range from $75 to $95. You can make reservations by calling (870) 297-8208.




  The East Calico Historic District is the only ghost town located inside of an existing town in the US. There’s a walking tour that will guide you through the history of the area and the 22 buildings that remain here. Some of these include a pool hall/tavern, a barber shop, a theater, a cafe, a lumberyard, the telephone exchange, a cotton gin, a funeral parlor, and an electric company. Once you’ve seen it all, you can visit the old jail and have your photo made. The tour starts at the west edge of the district and ends at Roselawn Cemetery. Visit calicorocket.org to learn more and download the walking tour.




  Hungry? Of course you are. There is a precious little bakery on Main Street called Babycakes Bakery & Cafe (240 Main St.; 870-297-0161). Owners Tyler and Stacey Waldro turn out the very best baked goods, and the lunches are out of this world. Caution: You will become addicted to their cookies.




  Pineville is a small town nestled between the White River and Norfork Lake. J.P. Rosenquist, whose name is Jo, was born on Chicago’s South Side. She studied art at the Art Institute of Chicago, then in New York and San Jose. A city girl by all guesses. Then she moved to New Mexico where she apprenticed with a Navajo Silversmith where she learned the Navajo tradition of using silver sheet and wire to create intricate and finely detailed jewelry. She moved to Arkansas in 1982 and built an “off the grid,” board-and-batten green oak home with electricity from solar panels and a windmill to pump water that was gravity fed into the house. Wow. That’s quite a way from the South Side and New York City. She is modern enough to have a website, jprosenquist.com where you can see her work but it’s more fun to find her place and touch jewelry that will become heirlooms. From Pineville turn left on Highway 177. Go 2 miles to Trotter Acres. Turn left and follow the signs to the studio.






  See You at the Movies!




  If Calico Rock looks slightly familiar, it may be because you saw the movie BootLeggers starring Kate Smith. It was shot in Calico Rock in 1973 and continues to air regularly on cable TV. The incredible scenery of the Ozarks and the charming personalities of towns like Calico Rock make Arkansas a popular state with Hollywood. In all, about 75 movies have been shot in the state, including the opening credits of Gone with the Wind—that’s the Old Mill in North Little Rock. Other movies that were shot, at least in part, in Arkansas, include:






	White Lightning

	1972






	Crisis at Central High

	1980






	The Blue and the Gray

	1981






	A Soldier’s Story

	1983






	Biloxi Blues

	1987






	Rosa Lee Goes Shopping

	1988






	The Tuskegee Airmen

	1995






	Sling Blade

	1997






	Walk the Line

	2005






	Mud

	2012









  Plus, much of John Grisham’s The Client and The Firm were shot in West Memphis and other parts of eastern Arkansas. And all of the exteriors of the television show Designing Women are homes in Little Rock.







  Doris Fountain was born right near Mountain View and is married to a very talented fiddle player named Roger. They live in Pineville, now. Doris learned to weave baskets and taught at the Ozark Folk Center, but now she does a variety of folk art. Her best known are the primitive Santas. Each is one-of-a-kind creation with hand-molded paper clay faces all hand-painted. Here’s what makes them so special: The wooden dowel base of the Santa is dressed in clothes made from old quilts, chenille, wool, velvets, and tapestry. Some are Old World Santa with velvets and fur trim, others are primitive with moss, sticks and baskets, or bags of toys. Pumpkins are another favorite in her studio. She creates them from chenille and old quilt fabrics that she dyes just the right colors for her pumpkins—orange and green mostly—and decorated with sticks and fall leaves. The studio is at 811 Hwy 223, in Pineville on the left. If you reach Highway 177, you’ve gone too far.




  Back south on Highway 69 is the town of Mt. Pleasant. Earth Art and Foods (10309 Lafferty Rd.; 501-246-0740) belongs to Mahdee and Peggy Raiees-Dana. The couple established their homestead in the 1980s on the foothills of the Ozarks. Mahdee is a woodworker, and all his furniture designs are original and one-of-a-kind and are handcrafted, assembled, and finished on-site. Peggy makes projects with wood, but mosaic and concrete as well. They also make natural soap. Shiitake mushrooms are grown outdoors on logs. The mushrooms are very dependent on weather conditions, but dried Shiitake mushrooms are always available, too. Shiitakes have a distinct flavor and are a favorite for cooking but also help the immune system. The shop is open on weekends by appointment from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All of their products can be ordered online at earthartandfoods.com




  Greers Ferry Lake Area




  The Aromatique Factory (3421 Hwy. 25B North, Heber Springs) a multimillion-dollar business on the outskirts of Heber Springs, started on a whim in 1982. Patti Upton created a pretty arrangement of pinecones and gum balls, brightened with green bay leaves, and gave it a Christmas scent with cinnamon, cloves, and such for her friend Sandra Horne’s gift shop. The result, called “The Smell of Christmas,” was a sellout hit. What started as a small two-woman business has grown into a corporation employing more than 400 persons.




  A showroom for the factory, called Panache, is filled with the lovely scents created here. Described as an “A’romantic shop,” it is part of the factory complex and carries the decorative room fragrances sold elsewhere only in upscale gift shops and the finest department stores. It’s a treat just to walk into the little shop and be bathed in the delicate scents. Choosing among them is fun, too. Now there are more than 15 scented mixtures of wood chips and botanicals, more than 100 ingredients in all, with aromas romantically named “Smell of Spring”—a hyacinth-scented collection of bougainvillea; German statice in purple, pink, and white; bright-green bay leaves; and curled poplar in mauve—or a brand new fragrance, Cotton Ginseng, which has the scent of “freshly picked cotton blended with jasmine, eucalyptus, and lavender florals enveloped with sandalwood and musk botanicals: cottonwood, mahogany star pod, lemon leaf, coco flowers, and cotton pods.” (Sounds like a wine tasting in the Deep South.) These are fragrances that you must experience in person and not online. All combine colors and textures artfully and carry a delicate but definite scent. Prices range from $8 for a small cellophane bag to $125 for elegant holiday baskets. The shop is open 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Fri, and Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (501) 362-7919 or (800) 875-3111 for information or visit aromatique.com.
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