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  Foreword

  Every so often, you come across an old book that just gets it right, that still holds up years after it was published. Such is the case of the Handy Book of Sportsmen’s Secrets.

  First published in 1944, Sportsmen’s Secrets came out in a year when World War II was still raging on, when the war effort pre-empted resources that might have been devoted to the development of new hunting and fishing gear. It was a time sportsmen had to rely on their skills more than ever, when ingenuity and woods skills made the difference between success and failure. Sportsmen’s Secrets was the right book at the right time, a fact-filled gem that presents “interesting and novel methods of procedure—little-known methods which, although soundly founded on fundamentals, have new twists, fresh angles and approaches, novel short cuts, and stream-line efficiencies,” to quote the original foreword. In a nutshell, the book is full of tips, tactics, and techniques, many of them novel at the time, but which have now stood the test of time and still apply today. Among some of the “new” tips that we take for granted in the twenty-first century. . . .

  • A pre-hunting preparatory step neglected by the majority of hunters: sight in! Or target your rifle on the range as long before you are to take your trip as possible.

  • When surf casting in salt water, wet your line before you cast, and you won’t have half so many backlashes.

  • If you aren’t sure if you have caught a smallmouth or largemouth bass, count the rows of scales on the gill covers. A smallmouth has 17 rows, a largemouth 10 rows.

  • The woodcock is the slowest flier of all American gamebirds, able to hit 5 mph to 20 mph, depending on how pressed he is. (By comparison, Canada geese can hit 70 mph when they’re flying full out!)

  • If you touch poison ivy, pour undiluted household ammonia on it as soon as possible. This will kill the ivy acid.

  • If it’s below zero and your feet are freezing, the surest way to warm them is to take off your boots and socks and dip them in the nearest stream. Even if the air temperature is -20 degrees, the water is never going to be colder than 32 degrees!

  Well, you get the idea—and I’m not so sure I’m going to try that last tip. But the point is, this little booklet is now seventy years old, and the tips in here still make sense today, can still make you a better hunter, fisherman, and woodsman. So thumb through the pages, pore over the many illustrations, and then consider how many of these tips you take for granted today—tips that sportsmen of years gone by had never even considered before this landmark book. Then consider this: Perhaps there are tips in here that you have never thought about before . . . and, maybe you should!

  Jay Cassell

  Editorial Director

  Skyhorse Publishing

  February 12, 2014


  Secrets of Telling One Trout from T’ other!
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  American trout are divided into two basic groups, true trout and charrs. On all true trout the spots are darker than the body color, while on charrs the spots are lighter than the body color.
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  Eastern Brook Trout, often called “Squaretail,” “Speckled Trout,” or “Red Spot,” is a charr.

  Red spots along sides, with an irregular lighter color circle surrounding each spot. Front of lower fins pink or red, edged with white. Vermicular, or wavy markings on back, distinguish the brook trout from all others. The tail is square and unforked.
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  Rainbow Trout. A true trout. A wide pink lateral stripe usually identifies the rainbow—but in open lakes with sandy bottoms and in some streams the color is very faint. Spots are black, without surrounding circles of light color, as in the brook, brown, and Dolly Varden. Young rainbows under eight or nine inches are much different in general appearance than adult fish. Nose is blunt and rounded, eye prominent, tail somewhat forked and poorly developed, and the sides are covered with dark blotches or parr markings instead of the rainbow stripe of the grown fish. The adult has sharper nose, small eye, and fairly square tail.
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  Brown Trout. A true trout. May be distinguished from both the Eastern Brook and the Dolly Varden by the black spots on its back. Although having red spots on the sides, the Brown is unlike the Eastern Brook in its belly fin coloration, the fins lacking the red, edged with white, of the Brook Trout. The Brown has a flat vomer, the bone forming the front part of the roof of the mouth, which is supplied with teeth, while the Brook Trout has a boat shaped vomer, which has no teeth.
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  Dolly Varden, also called “Western Brook,” and “Bull Trout,” is the only native Western charr. Resembles both the Eastern Brook and the Laker in general appearance. Tail slightly forked. Spots are red, with background lighter than the body of the fish. Easily distinguished from the Eastern Brook Trout by the lack of vermicular, or “worm-like” wavy markings on the back.

  Lake Trout, often called “Laker,” “Mackinaw,” “Gray Trout,” and, in New England, “Togue.” Closely related to the charrs, it has spots lighter than the body color. Easily distinguished from the Brook Trout and Brown Trout by the lack of red in the spots. Has no red, pink, or other bright colors.

  SKETCHES FROM HUNTING AND FISHING

  [image: image]

  Cutthroat. Readily recognized by a distinct red or crimson V on the throat. Although rainbows have a somewhat similar marking sometimes, it is less distinct, and more pink than bright red. Has a narrow band of small teeth on hyoid bone at base of tongue, which teeth are lacking in the Rainbow, with which some anglers confuse it, due to its black spotted back.

  Steelhead. Many anglers refer to both the sea run rainbow and the sea run cutthroat as “rainbows.” However, the true steelhead is generally accepted as the rainbow gone to sea. Silvery, and with spots few and indistinct, when fresh run from the sea into Western coastal streams, he lacks the lateral rainbow stripe of pink, but that often comes back later, while he is in fresh water. Distinguished from the sea-run cutthroat by the lack of small teeth on the hyoid bone at the base of the tongue. The head seems smaller in proportion to the fish, and more pointed, than in the strictly fresh water rainbow.
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  Salient Salmon Facts

  The Atlantic Salmon and its “landlocked” forms, are the only members of the salmon family native to Eastern America.

  Unlike the Pacific salmon, the Atlantic salmon doesn’t die after spawning, but returns again and again from the ocean to its native stream for reproduction.

  Atlantic salmon, according to most anglers, do not feed while in fresh water, and take the fly only out of curiosity, or playfulness, or anger. Other anglers deny this claim, and maintain that salmon do, and will eat insects, etc., while in streams. These fish, taken on rod and reel, go from five to thirty pounds normally, although fish forty pounds and over are taken every season.
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  The landlocked salmon and the Ouananiche (pronounced Wah-nah-neesh, with the accent on the first syllable), are both true Atlantic salmon, but do not migrate to the sea, even in lakes connected to it by streams. The “landlocked” was originally native to Maine only, and the “Ouananiche” to the Lake St. John and Saguenay regions of Canada, but both have been transplanted extensively to other regions, in New England and New York. “Landlocks” have also been taken to many lakes in the Midwest and Rocky Mountain States, but on the whole not too successfully. This non-migratory salmon is famous for its gameness, and will take flies, minnows, spoons, and other moving lures.

  Anglers may readily distinguish the “landlock” and “Ouananiche” from the Atlantic salmon by its smaller size, chunkier build, darker color, more conspicuous spots, and larger fins and tail in proportion to size.

  “Landlocks” generally weigh from 2 pounds up to 7 or 8, although 10 and 12 pounders are sometimes taken. The “Ouananiche” is somewhat smaller, with the maximum 8 to 10 pounds.

  The Pacific Chinook or Tyee Salmon is known by many other names, such as king, quinnat, spring, Columbia River, salmon, etc. It is the largest Pacific salmon, often going over forty and fifty pounds, and has been caught weighing over 100 pounds by commercial fishermen, although the rod and reel record is 83 pounds. This salmon is taken by anglers in both salt and fresh water. It dies after spawning in the headwaters of rivers, sometimes 1000 miles from its home in the sea!

  The Pacific Silver, or Coho, salmon, remains near the shore while in the ocean, and is the nearest of the Western salmon in appearance and fighting tactics to the Atlantic salmon. Next to the Chinook it is the largest Pacific salmon, and like the former, may be taken on rod and reel in both salt and fresh water. They run from 10 to 20 pounds, and sometimes reach 30 pounds and slightly over. Like all Pacific salmon they die after spawning in fresh water.

  Trout Trickers and Takers Extraordinary!

  I never met any trout fisherman who had ever used an old and time tested trick I have employed for many years—the “Trout Cocktail.” On the first small hook of a trout “worming gang” I put a small cricket or hopper, on the second hook a small wiggly piece of worm, on the third a small chip of cut bait, throat latch of a minnow, small minnow tail, or fish eye.
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  This, drifted naturally down stream on greased line, ungreased leader, brings ’em out when other methods fail.

  Another unorthodox but highly successful fly rig for me is a very small dry fly for a dropper, about three feet above a wet fly or small streamer, fished on a short line.
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  If this doesn’t work, reverse the rig. Use a big dry fly for a floater, about eighteen inches, to three feet above a tiny wet fly, on a greased line, floated down from upstream, and allowed to go downstream also, as far as possible. I have taken trout after trout on this rig by striking instantly, at the slightest quiver of the floating fly. In deep pools use from three to five or six feet of light leader between the floater and the wet fly.

  Unorthodox though it may seem, many times in retrieving this combination when it has floated down stream, I have had trout hit the big floater on its way up against the current! But far more often, coming upstream, the wet has proved the taking fly. Be prepared for a rise on either fly, however, at any moment.
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  When you are near the seacoast and can keep live salt water shrimp alive on trips to nearby trout streams or lakes you’ll find this bait about the most taking one you ever used for any and all kinds of trout. Use an eight or ten hook, with a single shrimp if they’re adult size, two on the hook if small, and be sure they’re alive and transparent.

  Best way to keep shrimp alive is to pack a basket (large grape basket) with sawdust and ice, and place only a couple of gills of shrimp, in burlap wet with sea water, folded up around the shrimp and laid flat on the sawdust, but not touching the ice.

  This, of course, is for boat fishing, or fishing from landings. When stream fishing use a small paper ice cream box with flap covers, packed with sawdust and ice, with holes in the sides and bottom to allow draining off ice water, and shrimps in sea water wet burlap at the top. Tie in such a way in your creel that box can’t tip over.

  Shrimp are, when transparent and alive, one of the world’s best baits also for both kinds of bass, landlock salmon, and white perch. Yellow perch, blue gills and horn pout will take them eagerly when white, and absolutely dead.

  Hook shrimp through the tails to keep them liveliest. This is a delicate job—be careful to hook from the inside of the curving tail right out through the outside of the bend, just once, leaving hook point projecting.
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  GOONS ARE SO CURIOUS that some trappers hang glittering objects over traps for bait, and rely on the coon investigating and stepping into the trap.

  Trout Tricks That Tally!

  SUCCESSFUL SLEIGHTS UNKNOWN TO MOST ANGLERS

  SKETCHES FROM OUTDOORS

  The Mud Ball

  If there’s a big brown or brook trout that resists all your cajoling, try this, and chances are mighty good you’ll land him.

  Mix up some wet earth and clay into a stiff paste. Surround a good lively night crawler, or worm, that you have hooked lightly, with a ball of this. Lower it silently into the pool or deep spot where the big fish lurks. Then keep quiet, holding your rod motionless. The current will wash the mud and earth off, and the worm will emerge by degrees and wiggles. No hungry trout, suspicious or not, can withstand such a perfectly natural presentation of a perfect snack!

  The Dropping Worm or Fly

  Hook worm as shown, so that the hook won’t catch on the grass or branches. Then make a very gentle cast, stopping the bait above the grass or branches that overhang the deep part of the pool, and allowing it to fall gently. Wait. Count sixty, keeping absolutely motionless. Then gently pull the worm off into the water. If there’s a trout present he’ll grab it!

  The bait falls into the water much more naturally than when you drop it in direct, or let it drift down. Besides, you allow everything to quiet down, and make no quick or alarming motions.
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  There’s a trick to not getting “hung up” on grass or branches in this kind of fishing. Don’t do it on windy or gusty days. Size up each individual “lie” of the worm, and gently flick it off from the easiest direction. If the bait dangles you can often gently lower your rod tip, and the worm will slide right down into the water. If it doesn’t, just take up the dangling line by slowly raising the rod tip till only an inch or so dangles. A quick twitch will then, nine times out of ten, drop the worm into the water.

  You can use exactly the same procedure with dry flies—particularly bivisibles—and with even less probability of getting “hung up” on branches or grass.

  The Floating Branch

  Cut a small green branch with a leaf or two on it. Hook your worm or fly very lightly through a leaf, as close to the edge as possible. Let the branch and lure float downstream way under the overhanging bushes, where you can’t cast. Twitch the hook free from the leaf, and your worm will sink most naturally down where a hungry trout will grab it. If you use a fly you can retrieve it with short jerks and pauses, and get many a rise by this method! And you can place your lure where you can’t possibly get it under low hanging branches by any other method.
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  Worm Tipped Fly

  When the trout are rising and won’t take your wet or dry flies, try a very tiny wet fly on which you have hooked the end of the tail of a small worm . . . just a small piece, not more than an eighth to a quarter inch long. Cast this as usual, and retrieve on, or just under, the surface.

  When fishing a run, or slow flowing pool, cast upstream, and allow the lure to drift down with the current. Strip in slack and be ready to strike on the least flash, or the slightest suspicion of line movement.

  Reversed Minnow Trick

  When every other bait you try fails for big browns, brook trout, Dolly Vardens, cutthroats, rainbows and even steelheads and landlock salmon, try this reversed minnow. See the drawing for all the details. When your minnow is properly “sewed on” by this method, put an eighth to half ounce sinker on the leader three to four feet up the leader. Then manipulate your lure and sinker into a pool or near a big rock or bunch of rocks. Allow the sinker to go right on down to the bottom. The current makes the minnow just waver from side to side, without spinning, and for some reason, stirs up the big fish into an irresistible desire to grab your lure! Having tried this method with great success on Western streams I have modified it for slow deep trolling in Eastern lakes, and have been amazed at the number of lakers, squaretails, and landlocks it has caught.
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  Leaping Line Trick

  On a windy day stand still in one position and let the wind carry your fly out. “Dap” and skip it every-where you can. Work always with the wind, letting it carry your fly out to cover a complete group of imaginary semi-circles, A, B, C, etc.

  First let the wind carry the fly to 1, then lower the rod tip and drop the fly on the water. Tighten the line, and the wind will lift the fly from the water. Then lower the tip and the fly will strike the water at 2. Let it hit the water again at 3, and so on, as far as the wind will take it. You can then work it back toward you a foot or so to the left, always keeping it “dapping” and dancing, on the surface, till you have covered all the water in front of you. This method will often bring up fish on a windy day when no other way of presenting the fly seems to work.

  You can vary the “dapping” and skipping by slacking line, letting the fly drop to the surface, then gradually tightening the line till the wind makes the fly skid and slide and skip along the surface. This, too, is a mighty taking way of getting rises, on a windy day.
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  SKETCHES FROM OUTDOORS

  To Keep Fish All Summer

  Boil water enough to cover the fish, and while still hot add salt until the brine will float a fresh egg. Cool. Put in the fish. Weigh them down beneath the surface with stones. The fish will become very salty, and will need plenty of freshening in clear water before cooking.

  Smoked fish will keep as well, and are more palatable to most fishermen. Cut into halves. Remove entrails and heads. Soak overnight in strong brine described above. Remove and hang up to drain four or five hours. Then smoke by hanging on wires in a wooden box with tight fitting bottom and top, the latter removable. The smoke pipe from a small stove enters the box at the bottom at the extreme right, and a hole to permit draft is made in the bottom at the extreme left. In other words the smoke intake and exit are as far apart as possible. Use green apple, birch, or willow wood, or dampen dry wood, to produce a rich smoke. Smoke eight hours. Then dry out for 30 or 40 minutes with a hotter fire. Cool, and store in a cool, dry place, with layers of paper between layers of fish and each fish slightly separated from every other.

  How to Pick Your Pike, Pickerel, Muskellunge, and “Pike-Perch”

  Look at the pictures on page 16 and 17 carefully, and you’ll see immediately that one fish has an entirely different arrangement and structure of the fins. That one, top fish page 16, is a “pike-perch” or “wall-eyed pike.” Note the spines in its dorsal, or back fin. None of the others have these spines.

  Better get the habit of calling this fish a “wall-eye,” because the eyes are its most outstanding difference from all other fresh water fishes. They are very large, much larger than in pickerel, pike, or musky, and have a whitish, translucent glow, peculiar to walleyes alone.

  Pickerel, pike, and musky look a lot alike to the untrained eye, but the experienced angler can generally tell them apart without closely examining the gill covers and cheeks for their characteristic distribution of scales (see illustration on page 15).

  In the first place, pickerel are considerably smaller than pike—better call pike “Great Northerns,” as most anglers do, and avoid confusing them with walleyed “pike.” Pickerel rarely reach six or seven pounds weight—the average is around 1½ lbs. to 2½. A three pounder is a really large pickerel, and four and five pounders are distinctly uncommon. On the other hand, Great Northerns and Muskellunge from ten pounds up to fifteen and twenty pounds are not at all unusual. Pickerel are more yellowish green than pike, which have light colored, bean shaped blotches on a green background. The pickerel has chain shaped markings (reticulations), while the muskellunge has the least vivid markings of all—showing only an alternate vague stripe of lighter and darker effect. These stripes seem to merge into the body color and are not very vivid—in many muskies being almost or quite absent.
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