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PRAISE FOR TRISTA MATEER


“Artemis Made Me Do It is a face-wetting collection that I wish I could read for the first time again. It’s a reminder that you can’t keep femininity in a cage, to hug the past versions of yourself, and to have hope for the pages you’ve yet to write.”


— Michaela Angemeer, author of You’ll Come Back to Yourself


“Aphrodite Made Me Do It is a dazzling portal of a collection. Trista Mateer erupts with spells of thunder and then gifts you with a careful platter of language to cast them yourself.”


— Blythe Baird, author of If My Body Could Speak


“Trista Mateer’s work has the kind of sumptuous quality that leaves you breathless. Aphrodite Made Me Do It is an incredible offering from a truly valuable poetic voice that channels love as the ancient and powerful emotion that it is. Combined with the poet’s own art, this book is a vibrant labyrinth, a treat for every reader. Mateer is magnificent as always.”


— Nikita Gill, author of Fierce Fairytales


Finalist - 2019 Goodreads Choice Awards — Poetry (Aphrodite Made Me Do It)


“Gut truths and gin-clear imagery, Trista Mateer reminds us of all those places left unexplored by language.” (Honeybee)


— Foreword Reviews


“This is a collection that will beg you to be dog-eared, coffee-stained, and shared.” (Honeybee)


— Amanda Lovelace, author of the princess saves herself in this one
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For the lost girls.


After all those years spent looking back,


may we move forward together.





FOREWORD


My aunt once called me a feral child. I liked hearing it so much, I made her say it three times over, like it was a spell. When I think of words like feral, wild, and free … I think of Artemis.


Consider a goddess so free that even the most ancient patriarchal structure struggled to constrain her. Consider a goddess who stood defiant in a time when women were seen as wives and mothers and little else.


That is what Trista Mateer brings to life in Artemis Made Me Do It. Through verse that sings war songs as well as moon songs, the Artemis in these pages challenges and encourages. She lifts you out of despair and into fierceness. There are poems in here that will wound you and poems that will heal you, with an elegance that glows through every word.


But this isn’t just a book of magnificent poetry.


This is the wildfire inside you that you have forgotten.


This is the wolf that sets you free.


— Nikita Gill


celebrated poet and


author of Great Goddesses





TRIGGERS


blood/gore


body image


death/grief


domestic abuse


emotional abuse


rape


sexual harassment


and possibly more





ARTEMIS


Greek goddess of the hunt, the wild, the moon, young girls, archery, and self-ownership. Daughter of Zeus and Leto. Twin sister of Apollo. She is one of three maiden goddesses, “virginal” in the ancient sense: beholden to no man, forever free to make her own decisions and to tread her own path.


sacred to her (non-exhaustive list)


honeysuckle, cypress, amethyst, moss agate, deer, dogs, bears, bows and arrows, mugwort, dreamwork, wilderness, marshes, and lakes.
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