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INTRODUCTION



By definition, any prospect ranking is a snapshot in time. Reporters like us at Baseball America find new sources, or seek new data in the numbers or adjust to the changing landscape of the major league game. It’s kind of amazing to think about the changes in baseball in the 21st Century. The constant, seemingly endless increase in velocity and strikeouts, the ebb and flow of home run rates and the greater amount of information in the game today have wrought changes not just in how the game is played in the major leagues, but how it’s scouted at the amateur level and how players are developed.


Baseball America has done its best to stay abreast of the changes, and BA Grades are a huge part of that. It’s the sixth Handbook with our Grades; all 900 players are evaluated with a ceiling Grade (on a 20-80 scale) and a Risk Factor (Low to Extreme). Some teams prefer ceiling while others try to minimize risk with prospects. Some would prefer, for example, Andrew Benintendi, a big league-ready player with a long track record for hitting but a smaller physical frame. Others would prefer Yoan Moncada, a ballplayer in a running back’s body with elite athleticism but also more risk due to his more raw offensive approach. One is a 65/Low, the other a 70/High. Whom would you choose? That’s one of the fun parts of writing about prospects, and hopefully about reading the Prospect Handbook.


We’ve continued to be tougher graders every year, and this year, we’ve eliminated the Safe grade. We have used it sparingly in the past for prospects who we believed already had established themselves at their major league role. But the “Safe” label really doesn’t apply to prospects. We cut it, and anticpate trying to further separate out “Extreme” risk prospects in the future as the system keeps evolving, like the game. We’ve also put a 40 grade on more players than ever this year. As my colleague Ben Badler says, there’s nothing wrong with being a 40 if you’re a big leaguer. There are plenty of 40s in the major leagues. It’s a good point to remember.


Speaking of Ben, he focuses his considerable talents on international players. Matt Eddy, the main editor on the book, also is our most analytically-inclined staffer. Kyle Glaser, our newest staffer, has reporting chops honed while covering college baseball and the minor leagues. J.J. Cooper and I are now BA old hands with lessons learned over prospect rankings gone wrong—and right. The five of us offer our personal Top 50 prospect lists in the pages that follow, hints at what is to come when BA reveals its Top 100 Prospects in February. We bring different approaches and different ways of looking at the game to our lists, with our own unique insights.


In an effort to have more thorough reports, we have limited stat lines for players to the last three years. That gives us more space for scouting information. Complete stats for players are online, for free, in many different places including at www.baseballamerica.com.


One change for 2017 involves our transaction deadline. This year, we waited until after the Rule 5 draft and the end of the Winter Meetings, setting the deadline at Dec. 9. Any changes that happened thereafter—trades, free-agent signings, etc.—are not reflected in this book. But if your team traded for a prospect, you can find him (via the index at the back), read his report and rank him in the appropriate spot in his new organization using his BA Grade.


We tried to combine getting fresh information into the book with giving the book a thorough edit. We hope we succeeded, and we hope you enjoy the 2017 Prospect Handbook.


JOHN MANUEL


EDITOR IN CHIEF, BASEBALL AMERICA




EDITOR’S NOTE: Transactions for this book go through Dec. 8. You can find players even if they have changed organizations by using the handy index in the back. >> For the purposes of this book, a prospect is any player who has no more than 50 innings pitched, 30 relief appearances or 130 at-bats in the major leagues, regardless of major league service time. Finally, the grades you’ll find for each team’s drafts are based solely on the quality of the players signed, with no consideration given to the players that draft picks were traded for or how many picks a team might have lost.








BA GRADES



For the sixth year in a row, Baseball America has assigned Grades and Risk Factors for each of the 900 prospects in the Prospect Handbook. For the BA Grade, we used a 20-to-80 scale, similar to the scale scouts use, to keep it familiar. However, most major league clubs put an overall numerical grade on players, called the Overall Future Potential or OFP. Often the OFP is merely an average of the player’s tools.




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





The BA Grade is not an OFP. It’s a measure of a prospect’s value, and it attempts to gauge the player’s realistic ceiling. We’ve continued to adjust our grades to try to be more realistic, and less optimistic, and keep refining the grade vetting process. The majority of the players in this book rest in the 50 High/45 Medium range, because the vast majority of worthwhile prospects in the minors are players who either have a chance to be everyday regulars but are far from that possibility, or players who are closer to the majors but who are likely to be role players and useful contributors. Few future franchise players or perennial all-stars graduate from the minors in any given year. The goal of the Grade/Risk system is to allow readers to take a quick look at how strong their team’s farm system is, and how much immediate help the big league club can expect from its prospect. Got a minor leaguer who was traded from one organization to the other after the book went to press? Use the player’s Grade/Risk and see where he would rank in his new system.


It also helps with our Organization Rankings, but those will not simply flow, in formulaic fashion, from the Grade/Risk results. Some staff members favor star power in a farm system, while others place more emphasis on depth of talent.




BA Grade Scale






	GRADE


	HITTER ROLE


	PITCHER ROLE


	EXAMPLES







	75-80


	Franchise Player


	No. 1 starter


	Clayton Kershaw, Kris Bryant, Mike Trout







	65-70


	Perennial All-Star


	No. 2 starter


	Robinson Cano, Anthony Rizzo, Johnny Cueto







	60


	Occasional All-Star


	No. 3 starter, Game’s best reliever


	Starling Marte, Brandon Crawford, Aroldis Chapman







	55


	First Division Regular


	No. 3/No. 4 starter, Elite closer


	Rougned Odor, Gio Gonzalez, Zach Britton







	50


	Solid Average Regular


	No. 4 starter, Elite set-up reliever


	Mike Leake, Odubel Herrera, Kelvin Herrera,







	45


	Second-Division Regular/Platoon


	No. 5 starter, Lower-leverage reliever


	Chris Carter, Tom Milone, Dan Otero







	40


	Reserve


	Fill-in starter, relief specialist


	Keyvius Sampson, J.B. Schuck, Jerry Blevins








RISK FACTORS


LOW: Likely to reach realistic ceiling, certain big league career barring injury.


MEDIUM: Still some work to do to turn tools into major league-caliber skills, but fairly polished player.


HIGH: Most draft picks in their first seasons, players with plenty of projection left, players with a significant flaw left to correct or players whose injury history is worrisome.


EXTREME: Teenagers in Rookie ball, players with significant injury histories or players whose struggle with a key skill (especially control for pitchers or strikeout rate for hitters) is a significant barrier to them ever reaching their potential.






Explaining The 20-80 Scouting Scale


None of the authors of this book is a scout, but we all have spoken to plenty of scouts to report on the prospects and scouting reports enclosed in the Prospect Handbook. So we use their lingo, and the 20-80 scouting scale is part of that. Many of these grades are measurable data, such as fastball velocity and speed (usually timed from home to first or in workouts over 60 yards). A fastball grade doesn’t stem solely from its velocity—command and life are crucial elements as well—but throwing 100 mph will earn a player an 80 grade. Secondary pitches are graded in a similar fashion. The more swings-and-misses a pitch induces from hitters and the sharper the bite of the movement, the better the grade.


Velocity steadily has increased over the past decade. Many scouts still think of a 88-91 mph fastball as average, but major league Pitch f/x data says it’s below-average. Big league starting pitchers sit 91-92 mph. You can reduce the scale by 1 mph for lefthanders as they on average throw with slightly reduced velocity. Fastballs earn their grades based on the average range of the pitch over the course of a typical outing, not touching or bumping the peak velocity on occasion.


A move to the bullpen complicates in another direction. Pitchers airing it out for one inning should throw harder than someone trying to last six or seven innings, so add 1-2 mph for relievers. Yes, nowadays an 80 fastball for a reliever needs to sit at 98-99 mph with some movement and command.


Hitting ability is as much a skill as it is a tool, but the physical elements—hand-eye coordination, swing mechanics, bat speed—are key factors in the hit tool grade. Raw power generally is measured by how far a player can hit the ball, but game power is graded by how many home runs the hitter projects to hit in the majors, preferably an average over the course of a career. Some teams consider the player reaching that level of production as a validation of the power tool grade, while others do not.


Arm strength can be evaluated by observing the velocity and carry of throws, measured in workouts with radar guns or measured in games for catchers with pop times—the time it takes from the pop of the ball in the catcher’s mitt to the pop of the ball in the fielder’s glove at second base. Defense takes different factors into account by position but starts with proper footwork and technique, incorporates physical attributes such as hands, short-area quickness and fluid actions, then adds subtle skills such as instincts and anticipation as a last layer.


Not every team uses the wording below. Some use a 2-to-8 scale without half-grades, and others use above-average and plus synonymously. But for the Handbook, consider this BA’s 20-80 scale.


20: As bad as it gets for a big leaguer. Think Steven Wright’s fastball or Michael Martinez’s bat.


30: Poor, but not unplayable, such as Coco Crisp’s arm or Yunel Escobar’ power.


40: Below-average, such as Wilmer Flores’ defense, or Mike Fiers’ fastball velocity.


45: Fringe-average. Mike Leake’s fastball, Trevor Bauer’s control and Steven Vogt’s defense qualify.


50: Major league average. Jason Hammel’s fastball or Melky Cabrera’s power.


55: Above-average. Russell Martin’s power.


60: Plus. Joe Panik’s defense or Jon Lester’s control.


70: Plus-Plus. Among the best tools in the game, such as Corey Seager’s arm, Felix Hernandez’s changeup, Todd Frazier’s power or Brandon Crawford’s defense.


80: Top of the scale. Some scouts consider only one player’s tool in all of the major leagues to be 80. Think Miguel Cabrera’s hit tool, Yasiel Puig’s arm or Aroldis Chapman’s 103 mph fastball.


20-80 Measurables


SPEED


60-Yard Dash Times (In Seconds)






	80


	< 6.44







	70


	6.45-6.64







	60


	6.65-6.84







	50


	6.85-6.99







	40


	7.00-7.24







	30


	7.25-7.44







	20


	> 7.45








SPEED


Home-First (In Secs.) RHH—LHH






	80


	4.00—3.90







	70


	4.10—4.00







	65


	4.15—4.05







	60


	4.20—4.10







	55


	4.25—4.15







	50


	4.30—4.20







	45


	4.35—4.25







	40


	4.40—4.30







	30


	4.50—4.40







	20


	4.60—4.50








POWER


Grade Home Runs






	80


	35+







	70


	29-34







	65


	25-30







	60


	21-26







	55


	17-22







	50


	14-18







	45


	11-15







	40


	7-12







	30


	4-8







	20


	0-5








FASTBALL


Velocity (Starters)






	Grade


	Velocity







	80


	97+ mph







	70


	96







	65


	95







	60


	94







	55


	93







	50


	91-92







	45


	90







	40


	88-89







	30


	86-87







	20


	85 or less








ARM STRENGTH


Catcher: Pop Times To Second Base (In Seconds)






	80


	< 1.74







	70


	1.75-1.84







	60


	1.85-1.94







	50


	1.95-2.04







	40


	2.05-2.14







	30


	2.15-2.24







	20


	> 2.25










PARK FACTORS


Our park factors are calculated from 2016 data—100 is neutral—and compare each team’s home rates with road rates for: (1) runs per game, (2) home runs per game, and (3) batting average on balls in play.






	International (AAA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Buffalo


	Blue Jays


	103


	95


	97







	Charlotte


	White Sox


	108


	135


	104







	Columbus


	Indians


	120


	164


	103







	Durham


	Rays


	106


	124


	102







	Gwinnett


	Braves


	100


	104


	101







	Indianapolis


	Pirates


	78


	65


	101







	Lehigh Valley


	Phillies


	107


	97


	103







	Louisville


	Reds


	98


	110


	96







	Norfolk


	Orioles


	95


	68


	97







	Pawtucket


	Red Sox


	97


	127


	90







	Rochester


	Twins


	103


	78


	100







	Scranton/W-B


	Yankees


	92


	94


	100







	Syracuse


	Nationals


	105


	81


	106







	Toledo


	Tigers


	92


	83


	100












	Pacific Coast (AAA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Albuquerque


	Rockies


	132


	134


	110







	Colorado Springs


	Brewers


	147


	89


	125







	El Paso


	Padres


	111


	125


	104







	Fresno


	Astros


	101


	102


	96







	Iowa


	Cubs


	94


	85


	97







	Las Vegas


	Mets


	120


	121


	108







	Memphis


	Cardinals


	81


	89


	90







	Nashville


	Athletics


	79


	64


	93







	New Orleans


	Marlins


	78


	96


	89







	Oklahoma City


	Dodgers


	105


	93


	103







	Omaha


	Royals


	107


	146


	100







	Reno


	D-backs


	123


	100


	109







	Round Rock


	Rangers


	76


	79


	88







	Sacramento


	Giants


	77


	95


	90







	Salt Lake


	Angels


	107


	112


	110







	Tacoma


	Mariners


	78


	89


	89












	Eastern (AA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Akron


	Indians


	98


	93


	100







	Altoona


	Pirates


	109


	79


	107







	Binghamton


	Mets


	94


	94


	100







	Bowie


	Orioles


	107


	126


	100







	Erie


	Tigers


	93


	88


	103







	Harrisburg


	Nationals


	105


	130


	98







	Hartford


	Rockies


	87


	84


	95







	New Hampshire


	Blue Jays


	110


	104


	107







	Portland


	Red Sox


	113


	85


	107







	Reading


	Phillies


	108


	153


	96







	Richmond


	Giants


	88


	65


	92







	Trenton


	Yankees


	89


	96


	97












	Southern (AA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Biloxi


	Brewers


	96


	119


	96







	Birmingham


	White Sox


	94


	88


	96







	Chattanooga


	Twins


	119


	137


	104







	Jackson


	Mariners


	98


	83


	99







	Jacksonville


	Marlins


	99


	120


	97







	Mississippi


	Braves


	90


	67


	104







	Mobile


	D-backs


	106


	90


	111







	Montgomery


	Rays


	108


	100


	103







	Pensacola


	Reds


	94


	82


	97







	Tennessee


	Cubs


	97


	123


	96












	Texas (AA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Arkansas


	Angels


	82


	56


	102







	Corpus Christi


	Astros


	102


	145


	94







	Frisco


	Rangers


	121


	116


	112







	Midland


	Athletics


	115


	78


	106







	NW Arkansas


	Royals


	103


	86


	107







	San Antonio


	Padres


	77


	64


	92







	Springfield


	Cardinals


	106


	168


	92







	Tulsa


	Dodgers


	99


	113


	97












	California (HiA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Bakersfield


	Mariners


	106


	141


	107







	High Desert


	Rangers


	131


	152


	102







	Inland Empire


	Angels


	84


	64


	96







	Lake Elsinore


	Padres


	88


	67


	99







	Lancaster


	Astros


	134


	171


	109







	Modesto


	Rockies


	82


	47


	98







	R. Cucamonga


	Dodgers


	103


	88


	100







	San Jose


	Giants


	84


	70


	95







	Stockton


	Athletics


	89


	108


	96







	Visalia


	D-backs


	103


	121


	100












	Carolina (HiA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Carolina


	Braves


	79


	93


	96







	Frederick


	Orioles


	124


	196


	107







	Lynchburg


	Indians


	105


	82


	104







	Myrtle Beach


	Cubs


	96


	109


	94







	Potomac


	Nationals


	89


	92


	91







	Salem


	Red Sox


	106


	53


	108







	Wilmington


	Royals


	103


	97


	104







	Winston-Salem


	White Sox


	101


	94


	98












	Florida State (HiA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Bradenton


	Pirates


	100


	98


	101







	Brevard County


	Brewers


	94


	88


	103







	Charlotte


	Rays


	106


	107


	103







	Clearwater


	Phillies


	91


	102


	93







	Daytona


	Reds


	118


	123


	105







	Dunedin


	Blue Jays


	108


	99


	104







	Fort Myers


	Twins


	97


	100


	98







	Jupiter


	Marlins


	89


	58


	99







	Lakeland


	Tigers


	99


	174


	95







	Palm Beach


	Cardinals


	94


	47


	100







	St. Lucie


	Mets


	103


	105


	100







	Tampa


	Yankees


	100


	80


	100












	Midwest (LoA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Beloit


	Athletics


	103


	89


	101







	Bowling Green


	Rays


	91


	143


	94







	Burlington


	Angels


	113


	145


	96







	Cedar Rapids


	Twins


	107


	119


	99







	Clinton


	Mariners


	90


	87


	96







	Dayton


	Reds


	108


	120


	106







	Fort Wayne


	Padres


	108


	59


	107







	Great Lakes


	Dodgers


	86


	85


	96







	Kane County


	D-backs


	94


	72


	100







	Lake County


	Indians


	103


	127


	101







	Lansing


	Blue Jays


	110


	96


	104







	Peoria


	Cardinals


	84


	87


	95







	Quad Cities


	Astros


	105


	92


	101







	South Bend


	Cubs


	97


	112


	99







	West Michigan


	Tigers


	98


	62


	103







	Wisconsin


	Brewers


	109


	131


	103












	South Atlantic (LoA)


	Affiliation


	Runs


	HR


	BABIP







	Asheville


	Rockies


	141


	161


	116







	Augusta


	Giants


	88


	55


	103







	Charleston


	Yankees


	84


	52


	99







	Columbia


	Mets


	89


	90


	93







	Delmarva


	Orioles


	99


	70


	100







	Greensboro


	Marlins


	104


	206


	97







	Greenville


	Red Sox


	100


	106


	101







	Hagerstown


	Nationals


	95


	126


	92







	Hickory


	Rangers


	94


	116


	98







	Kannapolis


	White Sox


	98


	75


	104







	Lakewood


	Phillies


	87


	61


	93







	Lexington


	Royals


	104


	153


	96







	Rome


	Braves


	120


	71


	105







	West Virginia


	Pirates


	102


	116


	102











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



AN OVERVIEW


Another feature of the Prospect Handbook is a depth chart of every organization’s minor league talent. This shows you at a glance what kind of talent a system has and provides even more prospects beyond the Top 30.


Players are usually listed on the depth charts where we think they’ll ultimately end up. To help you better understand why players are slotted at particular positions, we show you here what scouts look for in the ideal candidate at each spot, with individual tools ranked in descending order.
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TOP 50 PROSPECTS
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BILL MITCHELL


Alex Reyes impressed in a lateseason stint with the Cardinals





When Baseball America ranks prospects, there’s almost always a byline attributing the ranking to the person who finally put the players in order, who decided, “OK, this guy’s No. 6 and this guy’s No. 7.” But in truth, all of our rankings are more than one person’s opinion. They are most often a reflection of the consensus of sources on the subject—managers, coaches, scouts, front-office personnel, the whole spectrum—filtered through the expertise of our writers and editors.


Except here, really. In this section of the Handbook, we get personal. Sifting through all of the information we’ve gathered to this point, five of our editors give their own personal takes on the game’s top 50 prospects. This helps form the basis of the arguments that shape Baseball America’s official Top 100 Prospects list, which is released each February. We consider it the definitive guide to the best talent in the minor leagues, and you can find it in our print edition or online at BaseballAmerica.com.


The rules for these lists are the same for any prospect who appears in the Handbook: no more than 130 at-bats, 50 innings or 30 relief appearances in the major leagues. We do not consider service time in our eligibility requirements. These rankings represent how each person regarded the top minor league talent in the game at a moment in time. Ask us again in a few months (or few weeks) how these prospects stack up, and you’ll get a different answer.


BEN BADLER





1. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


2. Yoan Moncada, 2b/3b, White Sox


3. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


4. Dansby Swanson, ss, Braves


5. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


6. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


7. Willy Adames, ss, Rays


8. Cody Bellinger, 1b/of, Dodgers


9. Manuel Margot, of, Padres


10. Amed Rosario, ss, Mets


11. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


12. Gleyber Torres, ss, Yankees


13. Nick Senzel, 3b, Reds


14. Ozzie Albies, ss/2b, Braves


15. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


16. Mickey Moniak, of, Phillies


17. Eloy Jimenez, of, Cubs


18. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


19. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


20. Josh Bell, 1b/of, Pirates


21. A.J. Reed, 1b, Astros


22. Franklin Barreto, ss/2b, Athletics


23. Lucas Giolito, rhp, White Sox


24. Mitch Keller, rhp, Pirates


25. Jake Bauers, of/1b, Rays


26. Kyle Lewis, of, Mariners


27. Francisco Mejia, c, Indians


28. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


29. Triston McKenzie, rhp, Indians


30. Cody Reed, lhp, Reds


31. Josh Hader, lhp, Brewers


32. Yadier Alvarez, rhp, Dodgers


33. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


34. Chance Sisco, c, Orioles


35. Clint Frazier, of, Yankees


36. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3b, Blue Jays


37. Kolby Allard, lhp, Braves


38. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Padres


39. Lewis Brinson, of, Brewers


40. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


41. Luis Ortiz, rhp, Brewers


42. Michael Kopech, rhp, White Sox


43. Franklin Perez, rhp, Astros


44. German Marquez, rhp, Rockies


45. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


46. Raimel Tapia, of, Rockies


47. Alex Verdugo, of, Dodgers


48. Tyler O’Neill, of, Mariners


49. Corey Ray, of, Brewers


50. Lourdes Gurriel, ss/3b/of, Blue Jays



J.J. COOPER





1. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


2. Yoan Moncada, 2b/3b, White Sox


3. Dansby Swanson, ss, Braves


4. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


5. Cody Bellinger, 1b/of, Dodgers


6. Gleyber Torres, ss, Yankees


7. Ozzie Albies, 2b/ss, Braves


8. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


9. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


10. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


11. Nick Senzel, 3b, Reds


12. Amed Rosario, ss, Mets


13. Eloy Jimenez, of, Cubs


14. Mitch Keller, rhp, Pirates


15. Brent Honeywell, rhp, Rays


16. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


17. Reynaldo Lopez, rhp, White Sox


18. Willy Adames, ss, Rays


19. Lucas Giolito, rhp, White Sox


20. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


21. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


22. Josh Hader, lhp, Brewers


23. Mickey Moniak, of, Phillies


24. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3b, Blue Jays


25. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


26. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Padres


27. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


28. David Paulino, rhp, Astros


29. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


30. Tyler O’Neill, of, Mariners


31. Manuel Margot, of, Padres


32. Lewis Brinson, of, Brewers


33. Hunter Renfroe, of, Padres


34. Clint Frazier, of, Yankees


35. Ron Acuna, of, Braves


36. Kolby Allard, lhp, Braves


37. Cody Reed, lhp, Reds


38. Francisco Mejia, c, Indians


39. Michael Kopech, rhp, White Sox


40. Luke Weaver, rhp, Cardinals


41. Jorge Alfaro, c, Phillies


42. Riley Pint, rhp, Rockies


43. Josh Bell, 1b/of, Pirates


44. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


45. Yadier Alvarez, rhp, Dodgers


46. Mike Soroka, rhp, Braves


47. Kyle Lewis, of, Mariners


48. Franklin Perez, rhp, Astros


49. Sixto Sanchez, rhp, Phillies


50. Jason Groome, lhp, Red Sox


MATT EDDY





1. Yoan Moncada, 2b/3b, White Sox


2. Dansby Swanson, ss, Braves


3. Nick Senzel, 3b, Reds


4. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


5. Amed Rosario, ss, Mets


6. Ozzie Albies, 2b/ss, Braves


7. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


8. Gleyber Torres, ss, Yankees


9. Willy Adames, ss, Rays


10. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


11. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


12. Cody Bellinger, 1b/of, Dodgers


13. Eloy Jimenez, of, Cubs


14. Brendan Rodgers, ss/2b, Rockies


15. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


16. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


17. Josh Hader, lhp, Brewers


18. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


19. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


20. Brent Honeywell, rhp, Rays


21. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


22. Mickey Moniak, of, Phillies


23. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Padres


24. Mitch Keller, rhp, Pirates


25. Francisco Mejia, c, Indians


26. Lucas Giolito, rhp, White Sox


27. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


28. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3b, Blue Jays


29. Michael Kopech, rhp, White Sox


30. Erick Fedde, rhp, Nationals


31. Yadier Alvarez, rhp, Dodgers


32. Lewis Brinson, of, Brewers


33. Zack Collins, c, White Sox


34. Josh Bell, 1b, Pirates


35. Kyle Lewis, of, Mariners


36. Reynaldo Lopez, rhp, White Sox


37. Luke Weaver, rhp, Cardinals


38. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


39. Tyler O’Neill, of, Mariners


40. David Paulino, rhp, Astros


41. Manuel Margot, of, Padres


42. Jorge Alfaro, c, Phillies


43. Clint Frazier, of, Yankees


44. Hunter Renfroe, of, Padres


45. Albert Almora, of, Cubs


46. Kolby Allard, lhp, Braves


47. Kevin Newman, ss, Pirates


48. Triston McKenzie, rhp, Indians


49. Sean Reid-Foley, rhp, Blue Jays


50. Matt Manning, rhp, Tigers



JOHN MANUEL





1. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


2. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


3. Yoan Moncada, 2b/3b, White Sox


4. Gleyber Torres, ss, Yankees


5. Dansby Swanson, ss, Braves


6. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


7. Cody Bellinger, 1b/of, Dodgers


8. Amed Rosario, ss, Mets


9. Ozzie Albies, 2b/ss, Braves


10. Eloy Jimenez, of, Cubs


11. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3b, Blue Jays


12. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


13. Willy Adames, ss, Rays


14. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


15. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


16. Brent Honeywell, rhp, Rays


17. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


18. Nick Senzel, 3b, Reds


19. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Padres


20. Lucas Giolito, rhp, White Sox


21. Yadier Alvarez, rhp, Dodgers


22. Franklin Barreto, ss/2b, Athletics


23. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


24. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


25. Clint Frazier, of, Yankees


26. Manuel Margot, of, Padres


27. Josh Hader, lhp, Brewers


28. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


29. Hunter Renfroe, of Padres


30. Lewis Brinson, of, Brewers


31. Cody Reed, lhp, Reds


32. Corey Ray, of, Brewers


33. Mickey Moniak, of, Phillies


34. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


35. Mitch Keller, rhp, Pirates


36. Kolby Allard, lhp, Braves


37. Raimel Tapia, of, Rockies


38. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


39. German Marquez, rhp, Rockies


40. Reynaldo Lopez, rhp, Red Sox


41. Jason Groome, lhp, Red Sox


42. Riley Pint, rhp, Rockies


43. Mike Soroka, rhp, Braves


44. Blake Rutherford, of, Yankees


45. Leody Taveras, of, Rangers


46. Jorge Alfaro, c, Phillies


47. Erick Fedde, rhp, Nationals


48. Francisco Mejia, c, Indians


49. Ron Acuna, of, Braves


50. Sixto Sanchez, rhp, Phillies


KYLE GLASER





1. Andrew Benintendi, of, Red Sox


2. Alex Reyes, rhp, Cardinals


3. Dansby Swanson, ss, Braves


4. Yoan Moncada, 2b/3b, White Sox


5. Eloy Jimenez, of, Cubs


6. Tyler Glasnow, rhp, Pirates


7. Brendan Rodgers, ss, Rockies


8. Jose De Leon, rhp, Dodgers


9. Willy Adames, ss, Rays


10. Austin Meadows, of, Pirates


11. Amed Rosario, ss, Mets


12. Anderson Espinoza, rhp, Padres


13. Gleyber Torres, ss, Yankees


14. Victor Robles, of, Nationals


15. Nick Senzel, 3b, Reds


16. J.P. Crawford, ss, Phillies


17. Francisco Mejia, c, Indians


18. Cody Bellinger, 1b, Dodgers


19. Lucas Giolito, rhp, White Sox


20. Ozzie Albies, 2b/ss, Braves


21. Josh Hader, lhp, Brewers


22. Clint Frazier, of, Yankees


23. Mickey Moniak, of, Phillies


24. Yadier Alvarez, rhp, Dodgers


25. Josh Bell, 1b, Pirates


26. Leody Taveras, of, Rangers


27. Riley Pint, rhp, Rockies


28. Lewis Brinson, Brewers


29. Brent Honeywell, rhp, Rays


30. Bradley Zimmer, of, Indians


31. Kyle Lewis, of, Mariners


32. Sean Newcomb, lhp, Braves


33. Nick Gordon, ss, Twins


34. Luis Ortiz, rhp, Brewers


35. Tyler O’Neill, of Mariners


36. Manuel Margot, of, Padres


37. Jeff Hoffman, rhp, Rockies


38. Hunter Renfroe, of, Padres


39. Francis Martes, rhp, Astros


40. Ian Happ, 2b/of, Cubs


41. Jorge Alfaro, c, Phillies


42. Kyle Tucker, of, Astros


43. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Blue Jays


44. Reynaldo Lopez, rhp, White Sox


45. Corey Ray, of, Brewers


46. Rafael Devers, 3b, Red Sox


47. Amir Garrett, lhp, Reds


48. Franklin Barreto, ss/2b, Athletics


49. Aaron Judge, of, Yankees


50. Mitch Keller, rhp, Pirates





TALENT RANKINGS







	Team


	2016


	2015


	2014


	2013


	2012







	1. Atlanta Braves


	3


	29


	26


	21


	15







	The second-worst farm system in baseball two years ago is now the best in the game. The system is built around a deep wave of pitching but has premium middle infielders Dansby Swanson and Ozzie Albies ready to help in 2017, with big draft and international hauls from 2016 boosting the lowest levels of the organization.







	2. Los Angeles Dodgers


	1


	3


	14


	19


	23







	Even with Corey Seager and Julio Urias graduating to the major leagues, the Dodgers still have one of the game’s premier farm systems. It’s why the Dodgers are built to win both in the present and the future, especially with a slew of position prospects in the upper levels led by Cody Bellinger, who has star potential.







	3. New York Yankees


	16


	19


	18


	11


	6







	A pair of midseason trades netted the Yankees huge returns, as general manager Brian Cashman flipped Aroldis Chapman and Andrew Miller to get their top two prospects, Gleyber Torres and Clint Frazier, as well as No. 7 prospect Justus Sheffield. A true commitment to building through young talent has the Yankees’ system in the best place it’s been in years.







	4. Houston Astros


	2


	10


	5


	9


	17







	Even with Alex Bregman graduating to the majors one year after the Astros drafted him No. 2 overall, Houston has filled its minor league pipeline with a strong combination of upside and depth. They have done it through all avenues of talent procurement, mixing quality drafts and shrewd trades with a burgeoning Latin American program starting to show results in the lower levels.







	5. Chicago White Sox


	23


	20


	24


	29


	30







	In less than 48 hours at the Winter Meetings, the White Sox went from one of the game’s worst farm systems to one of the best with impact talent to rival anyone. The lack of depth still shows, but with the White Sox only starting to rebuild and holding several valuable major league trade chips, that could change quickly.







	6. Philadelphia Phillies


	8


	22


	22


	23


	27







	A lineup that needs help should get a boost soon, as seven of the Phillies’ top 10 prospects are position players who reached Double-A or higher in 2016. Thanks to a slew of trades and a Latin American program that consistently finds and develops quality pitching prospects at bargain prices, the Phillies have one of the game’s deepest farm systems.







	7. Pittsburgh Pirates


	11


	7


	1


	8


	13







	The upside of the Pirates’ top prospects stacks up well against anyone. Austin Meadows is a potential star who should be ready to join a loaded outfield at some point in 2017, while Mitch Keller and Tyler Glasnow could both develop into frontline starters.







	8. Milwaukee Brewers


	9


	21


	29


	22


	25







	The Brewers have steadily improved a farm system that ranked No. 29 three years ago into a top 10 system. Trades have fueled the rebuild, with four of their top five prospects and 11 of their top 20 entering the organization through that avenue.







	9. San Diego Padres


	25


	14


	6


	15


	8







	After A.J. Preller’s plan to empty the farm system and go for it imploded, the team has turned 180 degrees by bottoming out to amass prospects. A pair of trades with the Red Sox returned their top two prospects (Anderson Espinoza and Manuel Margot), while other deals and spending a fortune on international players in 2016 have helped create one of the game’s deepest systems.







	10. Colorado Rockies


	6


	8


	11


	20


	16







	Colorado’s two highest upside prospects—Brendan Rodgers and Riley Pint—are still in the lower minors, but the Rockies are rich in upper-level prospects, with seven of their top 10 prospects having played at Double-A or higher in 2016. Much of that upper-level talent is congregated around starting pitching, with Jeff Hoffman, German Marquez, Kyle Freeland and Antonio Senzatela all candidates to pitch in Colorado this year.







	11. Tampa Bay Rays


	13


	17


	20


	4


	11







	The Rays have long had had a shrewd eye for other teams’ prospects. Three of their top five prospects (including No. 1, shortstop Willy Adames) were acquired through trades and all of their top five prospects played in Double-A or above last year. First-rounder Josh Lowe and Dominican outfielder Jesus Sanchez give them a pair of exciting prospects on the rise in the lower levels.







	12. St. Louis Cardinals


	14


	15


	7


	1


	12







	Alex Reyes is the game’s best pitching prospect. He and Luke Weaver should both boost the major league rotation in 2017, with a good balance of prospects in both the upper and lower levels of the system.







	13. Cincinnati Reds


	12


	16


	16


	14


	7







	A system built around pitching used the No. 2 overall pick in the 2016 draft to add third baseman Nick Senzel, who could follow the path of recent elite college hitters and reach the major leagues next season. The Reds’ three top pitching prospects (Cody Reed, Amir Garrett and Robert Stephenson) should all be big leaguers in 2017.







	14. Boston Red Sox


	4


	5


	2


	6


	10







	Welcome to the Dave Dombrowski experience. The Red Sox’s president has traded Yoan Moncada, Michael Kopech, Anderson Espinoza and Manuel Margot, among others, since arriving in Boston. There’s still a strong trio at the top to carry the system, but it’s a steep drop in talent beyond them.







	
15. New York Mets



	15


	4


	10


	26


	24







	Amed Rosario is the Mets’ best position prospect in a decade and their franchise shortstop who could reach New York in 2017. The rest of the farm has a good blend of talent at the upper and lower levels for a middle-tier system.







	16. Chicago Cubs


	20


	1


	4


	13


	14







	With a major league team built around the game’s best young nucleus, the Cubs won’t need much help from the minors. They won’t be picking at the top of the draft for a while, so churning out more international players like Eloy Jimenez will be key.







	17. Oakland Athletics


	18


	19


	23


	25


	26







	The only everyday position player the A’s have drafted in the last 10 years is Addison Russell, whom they gave to the Cubs in the Jeff Samardzija trade that still stings. The lack of homegrown hitters still shows, but trades have brought in four of their top six prospects, including No. 1 prospect Franklin Barreto.







	18. Cleveland Indians


	17


	23


	17


	24


	29







	Productive drafts have yielded a strong homegrown core of position players on the major league team, while the Indians used their top prospect, 2013 first-rounder Clint Frazier, to trade for Andrew Miller. Hitters are still the strength of the system, as 12 of their top 15 prospects are position players.







	19. Washington Nationals


	5


	12


	21


	16


	1







	The Nationals cashed in their best pitching prospects (Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez) for Adam Eaton, but they still have one of the game’s most exciting prospects in Victor Robles at No. 1. More high-upside international talent is on the way at the lower levels with players like Juan Soto and Luis Garcia.







	20. Toronto Blue Jays


	24


	9


	15


	12


	5







	For a team that’s traded several prospects to add stars to the major league team, the Blue Jays still have a surprising amount of upside in the system with Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Anthony Alford. Cuban signing Lourdes Gurriel Jr. is an X-factor who could be able to contribute as soon as 2017 and is already locked up long-term at an affordable price.







	21. Seattle Mariners


	28


	24


	25


	2


	9







	Years of squandering high draft picks hurt the Mariners, but in outfielders Kyle Lewis and Tyler O’Neill they have two power bats who could one day hit in the middle of their lineup. GM Jerry Dipoto’s front office has emphasized controlling the strike zone, leading to trades for players like Mitch Haniger and Dan Vogelbach.







	22. Minnesota Twins


	10


	2


	3


	10


	19







	With Byron Buxton, Max Kepler, Jorge Polanco and Jose Berrios graduating to the big leagues in 2016, there isn’t much star power in the minors. What’s left is solid depth but a lot of vanilla from top to bottom.







	23. Texas Rangers


	7


	11


	9


	3


	2







	After trading away a bundle of prospects to add Cole Hamels, Jonathan Lucroy and Yovani Gallardo, the upper-level impact talent has thinned. Still, Leody Taveras is an exciting top prospect and there’s surprising depth still thanks in part to a strong international program.







	24. San Francisco Giants


	19


	26


	19


	28


	21







	The Giants reached the playoffs in 2016 behind a homegrown ace and an infield stacked with players the organization has drafted and developed. The next wave of talent doesn’t have a Madison Bumgarner or Buster Posey, but while the system is thin, top two prospects Tyler Beede and Christian Arroyo both could help in 2017.







	25. Detroit Tigers


	26


	30


	28


	27


	22







	For the 10th straight year, the Tigers have a bottom-10 system. Some of that is due to trades—Willy Adames sure would look nice at the top—but the Tigers need to find a way to better build a pipeline of homegrown talent.







	26. Kansas City Royals


	21


	13


	8


	18


	3







	The Royals turned one of the best farm systems we’ve seen into a World Series champion. They haven’t been able to keep the pipeline flowing, however, with decent depth but a lack of premium prospects that could make it hard for the Royals to replicate their previous success.







	27. Baltimore Orioles


	27


	28


	12


	17


	20







	Chance Sisco could soon reach Baltimore as an offensive-minded catcher, but the system beyond him is lacking. No team shows less commitment to Latin America than the Orioles.







	28. Arizona Diamondbacks


	22


	6


	13


	7


	4







	The previous front office was a disaster, failing to help the major league team while simultaneously draining the farm system of talent, most notably with its trade of 2015 No. 1 overall pick Dansby Swanson to the Braves. What’s left is a system with little upside and few prospects who project as regulars at the major league level.







	29. Miami Marlins


	29


	25


	27


	5


	28







	Years of thin drafts and an underfunded international program have sunk the Marlins’ farm system. Beyond 2016 first-rounder Braxton Garrett, there’s little upside or depth in the minors to help a mediocre major league team.







	30. Los Angeles Angels


	30


	27


	30


	18


	16







	It’s still ugly for the Angels, who repeat as the worst farm system, a ranking they have held three of the last four years. An emaciated prospect inventory leaves the Angels with few options to help the major league club in 2017 through callups or trades, but hey, at least they have Mike Trout.











Arizona Diamondbacks
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BY BILL MITCHELL


The Diamondbacks came out of spring training in 2016 with a Cactus League-best 24-8 record and a huge wave of optimism, largely due to what was expected to be a bolstered rotation after the shocking free-agent signing of Dodgers ace Zack Greinke and the controversial trade to acquire Shelby Miller from the Braves.
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BILL MITCHELL


Shelby Miller ran up a 6.15 ERA after the D-backs paid a steep price to acquire him





With their rotation fortified, Arizona was supposed to thrive in 2016 and catapult into contention for the National League West title.


Instead, everything fell apart.


The D-backs finished 69-93, which was quite the fall from the club’s optimistic preseason outlook. They barely squeaked by the Padres to finish one game out of the NL West cellar.


Center fielder A.J. Pollock fractured his elbow in the next-to-last spring training game and missed most of the season. With the outfield depth weakened due to the inclusion of reliable outfielder Ender Inciarte in the Miller trade, the D-backs were forced to put shortstop Chris Owings in center field despite the fact that he hadn’t played the outfield since high school.


To compound the shortage, outfielder David Peralta was limited to 48 games with multiple injuries.


Coming off a Cy Young Award runner-up season with the 2015 Dodgers, Greinke didn’t live up to expectations. He went 13-7 with a subpar 4.37 ERA, while also missing the entire month of July with an oblique injury. Miller posted some of the worst numbers of any starting pitcher in the game and spent time at Triple-A Reno in an attempt to get his delivery and mechanics back to form.


The trade to acquire Miller had been universally derided in the industry. In addition to giving up Inciarte, the D-backs included shortstop Dansby Swanson, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2015 draft, and top pitching prospect Aaron Blair in the deal.


The front office of chief baseball officer Tony La Russa and general manager Dave Stewart came under fire for the team’s performance, but especially for the Miller trade as well as their insistence in following “old school” practices instead of the advanced baseball methodologies practiced by the other 29 organizations.


Ownership finally pulled the plug on their two-year regime, with Stewart, senior vice president of baseball operations De Jon Watson and manager Chip Hale all terminated after the end of the 2016 season. La Russa, the Hall of Fame manager, was retained in a nebulous advisory role with no apparent power.


The organization certainly went in the other direction for their replacements, bringing in a pair of acclaimed executives from the Red Sox: general manager Mike Hazen and assistant GM Amiel Sawdaye. New manager Torey Lovullo, who had served as Boston bench coach, followed a few weeks later. Another newcomer, Cesar Geronimo Jr., was hired to be the new Latin America scouting director.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2016 Org







	2007


	Justin Upton


	Tigers







	2008


	Carlos Gonzalez


	Rockies







	2009


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2010


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2011


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2012


	Trevor Bauer, rhp


	Indians







	2013


	Tyler Skaggs, lhp


	Angels







	2014


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	Diamondbacks







	2015


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	Diamondbacks







	2016


	Braden Shipley, rhp


	Diamondbacks








The biggest challenge facing Hazen and company is to work within the framework of a projected payroll of around $100 million, especially since one-third of that total is due to Greinke. There’s not much help to be expected from the farm system, one of the weakest in baseball.


Arizona is starting from the bottom, but Hazen and the new regime have a blank canvas to work with as they try to get the D-backs back on track.





ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW



General manager: Mike Hazen. Farm director: Mike Bell. Scouting director: Deric Ladnier.






	Class


	Team


	League


	W


	L


	PCT


	Finish


	Manager







	Majors


	Arizona Diamondbacks


	National


	69


	93


	.426


	12th (15)


	Chip Hale







	Triple-A


	Reno Aces


	Pacific Coast


	76


	68


	.528


	4th (16)


	Phil Nevin







	Double-A


	Mobile BayBears


	Southern


	65


	73


	.471


	7th (10)


	Robby Hammock







	High Class A


	Visalia Rawhide


	California


	81


	59


	.579


	2nd (10)


	J.R. House







	Low Class A


	Kane County Cougars


	Midwest


	65


	75


	.464


	12th (16)


	Mike Benjamin







	Short-season


	Hillsboro Hops


	Northwest


	42


	33


	.560


	3rd (8)


	Shelley Duncan







	Rookie


	Missoula Osprey


	Pioneer


	33


	42


	.440


	7th (8)


	Joe Mather







	Rookie


	AZL Diamondbacks


	Arizona


	27


	29


	.482


	10th (14)


	Darrin Garner







	Overall 2016 Minor League Record


	389


	379


	.507


	t-13th (30)


	 








THIS YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Grade/Risk







	1.


	Anthony Banda, lhp


	55/Medium







	2.


	Dawel Lugo, 3b/ss


	50/High







	3.


	Domingo Leyba, ss/2b


	50/High







	4.


	Socrates Brito, of


	45/Medium







	5.


	Jazz Chisholm, ss


	55/Extreme







	6.


	Anfernee Grier, of


	50/High







	7.


	Taylor Clarke, rhp


	50/High







	8.


	Brad Keller, rhp


	50/High







	9.


	Jon Duplantier, rhp


	50/Extreme







	10.


	Curtis Taylor, rhp


	45/High







	11.


	Alex Young, lhp


	45/High







	12.


	Matt Koch, rhp


	40/Medium







	13.


	Jimmie Sherfy, rhp


	45/High







	14.


	Andy Yerzy, c


	50/Extreme







	15.


	Jack Reinheimer, ss/2b


	40/Medium







	16.


	Mack Lemieux, lhp


	50/Extreme







	17.


	Jhoan Duran, rhp


	50/Extreme







	18.


	Jose Almonte, rhp


	50/Extreme







	19.


	Jared Miller, lhp


	45/High







	20.


	Luis Alejandro Besabe, 2b


	45/High







	21.


	Wei-Chieh Huang, rhp


	45/Extreme







	22.


	Marcus Wilson, of


	45/Extreme







	23.


	Victor Reyes, of


	45/Extreme







	24.


	Jose Herrera, c


	45/Extreme







	25.


	Josh Taylor, lhp


	40/High







	26.


	Steve Hathaway, lhp


	40/High







	27.


	Joey Rose, 3b


	45/Extreme







	28.


	Ildemaro Vargas, 2b/ss


	40/High







	29.


	Ryan January, c


	45/Extreme







	30.


	Tommy Eveld, rhp


	40/High








LAST YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Dansby Swanson, ss


	(Braves)







	2.


	Aaron Blair, rhp


	(Braves)







	3.


	Braden Shipley, rhp


	Majors







	4.


	Archie Bradley, rhp


	Majors







	5.


	Brandon Drury,3b


	Majors







	6.


	Yoan Lopez, rhp


	Dropped out







	7.


	Alex Young, lhp


	No. 11







	8.


	Socrates Brito, of


	No. 4







	9.


	Isan Diaz, ss


	(Brewers)







	10.


	Peter


	Dropped out







	11.


	Gabby Guerrero, of


	(Reds)







	12.


	Jack Reinheimer, ss/2b


	No. 15







	13.


	Domingo Leyba, ss


	No. 3







	14.


	Taylor Clarke, rhp


	No. 7







	15.


	Anthony Banda, lhp


	No. 1







	16.


	Wei-Chieh Huang, rhp


	No. 21







	17.


	Brad Keller, rhp


	No. 8







	18.


	Zack Godley, rhp


	Majors







	19.


	Marcus Wilson, of


	No. 22







	20.


	Jose Martinez, rhp


	Dropped out







	21.


	Daniel Gibson, lhp


	Dropped out







	22.


	Oscar Hernandez, c


	Dropped out







	23.


	Adam Miller, rhp


	Dropped out







	24.


	Jake Barrett, rhp


	Majors







	25.


	Jose Herrera, c


	No. 24







	26.


	Victor Reyes, of


	No. 23







	27.


	Ryan Burr, rhp


	Dropped out







	28.


	Sergio Alcantara, ss


	Dropped out







	29.


	Silvino Bracho, rhp


	Majors







	30.


	Jamie Westbrook, 2b


	Dropped out








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter for Average


	Dawel Lugo







	Best Power Hitter


	Kevin Cron







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Marcus Wilson







	Fastest Baserunner


	Matt McPhearson







	Best Athlete


	Gabriel Maciel







	Best Fastball


	Curtis Taylor







	Best Curveball


	Mack Lemieux







	Best Slider


	Tommy Eveld







	Best Changeup


	Gabriel Moya







	Best Control


	Matt Koch







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Oscar Hernandez







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Jazz Chisholm







	Best Infield Arm


	Sergio Alcantara







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Evan Marzilli







	Best Outfield Arm


	Socrates Brito








PROJECTED 2020 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Oscar Hernandez







	First Base


	Paul Goldschmidt







	Second Base


	Ketel Marte







	Third Base


	Jake Lamb







	Shortstop


	Chris Owings







	Left Field


	Brandon Drury







	Center Field


	A.J. Pollock







	Right Field


	Yasmany Tomas







	No. 1 Starter


	Zack Greinke







	No. 2 Starter


	Taijuan Walker







	No. 3 Starter


	Shelby Miller







	No. 4 Starter


	Patrick Corbin







	No. 5 Starter


	Robbie Ray







	Closer


	Archie Bradley











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS


TOP 2017 ROOKIE: Anthony Banda, lhp. The system’s top pitching prospect will get a chance to make the staff out of spring training.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: Mack Lemieux, lhp. The 2016 sixth-round pick had a nice pro debut and offers projection, arm strength and three average or better pitches.


SLEEPER: Gabriel Maciel, of. The native of Brazil has plus-plus speed and is a solid defender but needs to add strength to become more than a fourth outfielder.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	20


	Acquired


	10







	College


	9


	Trades


	9







	Junior college


	2


	Rule 5 draft


	0







	High school


	4


	Independent leagues


	1







	Nondrafted free agents


	0


	Free agents/waivers


	0







	International


	5
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2016


BEST PURE HITTER: The Diamondbacks were higher than the industry consensus on C Andy Yerzy (2) due to their belief in his bat. He struggled in his debut, batting .216/.240/.265 with 38 strikeouts in 162 at-bats, but improved defensively behind the plate, where he’s quite raw.


BEST POWER HITTER: Yerzy has plus raw power and has shown it with wood in showcases. He’ll have to prove he can adjust to pro pitching, but the D-backs hope he can follow a similar path to past Canadian catchers who hit their way to the majors such as Justin Morneau and Joey Votto.


FASTEST RUNNER: The Diamondbacks grade OF Anfernee Grier (1) as a 70 runner, which plays more defensively than on the bases at this time. He went just 35-for-53 stealing bases in three seasons at Auburn.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Grier has 70 range. He had arm problems after signing, likely incurred during pre-draft workouts, and mostly played DH as a pro. His arm grade as fringe-average before the draft.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Curtis Taylor (4) reached 96 mph from a low three-quarters angle this spring as a starter and touched 98 in one-inning stints after signing. RHP Kevin Ginkel (22), a local pick who was on Arizona’s College World Series finalist team, has reached 97 mph.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: LHP Jordan Watson (7) led NAIA with 15 strikeouts per nine innings thanks to a plus curveball that could eventually be a 70-grade pitch. Taylor has improved his slider as a pro, adding depth to this power pitch.


BEST PRO DEBUT: SS Mark Karaviotis (19) led the short-season Northwest League in on-base percentage during a .344/.473/.466 season. Taylor struck out 23 in 16 innings with a 2.20 ERA.


BEST ATHLETE: The Diamondbacks considered the 6-foot-1, 180-pound Grier among the best athletes in the draft for his combination of strength, speed and explosiveness.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: RHP Tommy Eveld (9) played quarterback at South Florida before knee injuries ended his football career and he became part of the Bulls’ bullpen. He told club officials he learned his delivery in part by watching Nolan Ryan videos on YouTube. His brother Bobby, also a former quarterback, signed to pitch with the Blue Jays as a 25-year-old free agent. OF Connor Owings (34), younger brother of the D-backs’ Chris, has only one functioning kidney and eventually will need a transplant. He helped lead Coastal Carolina past Ginkel’s Wildcats for the CWS championship.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: A reliever, Eveld could get there first thanks to a 94-95 mph fastball and hard cutter, but Taylor would beat him if Arizona moves him to the bullpen. For now, the club intends to start him.


BEST LATE-ROUND PICK: Karaviotis has a good swing and a chance to stick in the infield. In addition to his plus fastball, Ginkel flashes an average curveball and changeup, but his secondary stuff must be more consistent for him to finish off hitters.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: OF Edmong Americaan (28), originally from Curacao, has good athleticism and plus speed. He’s headed to Chipola (Fla.) JC.


2015


Trading SS Dansby Swanson (1) in the Shelby Miller deal was a colossal mistake by Arizona’s old regime. LHP Alex Young (2) and RHP Taylor Clarke (3) should be solid contributors.


GRADE: B


2014


Dealing RHP Touki Toussaint (1) and SS Isan Diaz (2s) has shorn this class of two high-ceiling talents. LHP Zac Curtis (6) reached the majors quickly but was traded to the Mariners, perhaps making way for LHP Jared Miller (11).


GRADE: C


2013


RHPs Braden Shipley (1) reached Arizona in 2016 but had a modest rookie season. Arizona already has traded RHP Aaron Blair (1s), OF Justin Williams (2) and OF Daniel Palka (3).


GRADE: B


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2016 Org







	2007


	Jarrod Parker, rhp


	Athletics







	2008


	Daniel Schlereth, lhp


	Blue Jays







	2009


	Bobby Borchering, 3b


	Did not play







	2010


	*Barret Loux, rhp


	Atlantic League







	2011


	Trevor Bauer, rhp


	Indians







	2012


	Stryker Trahan, c


	Diamondbacks







	2013


	Braden Shipley, rhp


	Diamondbacks







	2014


	Touki Toussaint, rhp


	Braves







	2015


	Dansby Swanson, ss


	Braves







	2016


	Anfernee Grier, of (1st round supp.)


	D-backs







	*Did not sign.








LARGEST BONUSES IN CLUB HISTORY






	Yasmany Tomas, 2014


	$14,000,000







	Travis Lee, 1996


	$10,000,000







	Yoan Lopez, 2015


	$8,270,000







	Dansby Swanson, 2015


	$6,500,000







	Justin Upton, 2005


	$6,100,000











1 ANTHONY BANDA, LHP




[image: Image]


MIKE JANES







BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES


Fastball: 55.


Curveball: 60.


Changeup: 50.


Control: 55.


Based on 20-80 scouting scale and future projection rather than present tools.





Born: Aug. 10, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 190. Drafted: San Jacinto (Texas) JC, 2012 (10th round). Signed by: Brian Sankey (Brewers).


Not every trade for prospects works out for the team trading away big league talent, but the Diamondbacks certainly benefited from the deal in which they sent veteran outfielder Gerardo Parra to the Brewers in 2014 in exchange for Banda and outfielder Mitch Haniger. The trade was the D-backs’ second attempt to bring Banda into the organization after previously drafting the Texas native in the 33rd round out of high school in 2011. Banda instead played one year at junior college powerhouse San Jacinto, where he went 6-0, 1.95 to help the Gators to a second-place finish at the Division I NJCAA World Series. After his year at San Jacinto, Banda was selected by Milwaukee in the 10th round in 2012 and signed for an over-slot $125,000 bonus. He made it to low Class A with the Brewers by his third season before moving to the D-backs organization. Banda struggled with his command in the early part of his career but started throwing more strikes and increased his velocity not long after joining Arizona. He showed continual improvement in 2015 and 2016. He got a big boost after the 2015 season when he worked with former big league southpaw Mike Gonzalez, a fellow native of the Corpus Christi area and also a one-time San Jacinto pitcher. Shortly after being promoted from Double-A Mobile to Triple-A Reno midway through the 2016 season, Banda was Arizona’s lone representative at the Futures Game. By the end of the year, he ranked as the No. 10 prospect in the Double-A Southern League and No. 20 in the Triple-A Pacific Coast League. He led the D-backs system with 152 strikeouts and ranked second with a 2.88 ERA in 150 innings.


Banda uses a four-seam fastball with armside run that has continually ticked up during his pro career. His heater sat 86-89 mph in junior college but now sits 92-95 and touches 96 because to added strength and improved mechanics. The jewel of his arsenal is a slow, mid-70s curveball that flashes plus at times, and he complements the breaking ball with an at least average, firm change-up with down movement. He repeats his smooth, easy delivery and effectively sequences his pitches. Banda consistently records high strikeout totals, with a career rate of 8.8 per nine innings. He has walked just 3.2 per nine since joining Arizona. One area for improvement is to better control the running game and other small facets of pitching.


Previously cast as a potential No. 5 starter or reliever, Banda is now viewed as a possible mid-rotation arm with one plus pitch and two other average-or-better weapons and above-average control. He will go to big league spring training in 2017 with a chance to break camp on the 25-man roster. More likely he winds up back at Reno for more seasoning. He should make his big league debut at some point in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Wisconsin (MWL)


	LoA


	6


	6


	3.66


	20


	14







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	0


	1.54


	6


	6







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	8


	8


	3.32


	28


	27







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	6


	2


	2.12


	13


	13







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	4


	4


	3.67


	13


	13







	Minor League Totals


	32


	27


	3.46


	108


	91












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Wisconsin (MWL)


	0


	2


	84


	84


	4







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	0


	35


	32


	2







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	1


	0


	152


	150


	8







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	76


	70


	4







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	74


	73


	6







	Minor League Totals


	1


	2


	523


	527


	34












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Wisconsin (MWL)


	38


	83


	8.9


	1.46


	.263







	 


	South Bend (MWL)


	7


	34


	8.7


	1.11


	.237







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	39


	152


	9.0


	1.25


	.260







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	28


	84


	9.9


	1.28


	.241







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	27


	68


	8.3


	1.36


	.257







	Minor League Totals


	188


	509


	8.8


	1.37


	.262











2 DAWEL LUGO, 3B


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 31, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 190. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2011. Signed by: Marco Paddy/Hilario Soriano (Blue Jays).


Originally signed by the Blue Jays in 2011 for $1.3 million, Lugo was acquired by the Diamondbacks in August 2015 for veteran infielder Cliff Pennington. Lugo dropped 15 pounds at the beginning of 2016, and his better conditioning helped him become a more explosive in all facets of his game. He did everything well at high Class A Visalia and Double-A Mobile before finishing the 2016 season in the Arizona Fall league. Lugo also became more disciplined at the plate by significantly improving his strikeout rate from 17.5 percent in 2015 to 11 percent in 2016. A potentially average hitter with quick hands, Lugo shows excellent hand-eye coordination and has above-average power with strong wrists. Defensively, Lugo came up as a shortstop but has moved to third base, where he has good hands and a plus arm. He will return to Double-A to begin 2017 and has a good chance to reach Triple-A Reno during the summer.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Lansing (MWL)


	LoA


	.259


	117


	474


	40


	123







	2015


	Dunedin (FSL)


	HiA


	.219


	67


	260


	16


	57







	 


	Lansing (MWL)


	LoA


	.336


	31


	122


	15


	41







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.333


	22


	81


	12


	27







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.314


	79


	315


	61


	99







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.306


	48


	173


	24


	53







	Minor League Totals


	.276


	478


	1856


	222


	512












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Lansing (MWL)


	17


	2


	4


	53


	18







	2015


	Dunedin (FSL)


	9


	2


	2


	21


	9







	 


	Lansing (MWL)


	6


	1


	2


	23


	5







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	1


	1


	0


	3


	4







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	14


	5


	13


	42


	15







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	9


	2


	4


	20


	4







	Minor League Totals


	73


	20


	34


	226


	68












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Lansing (MWL)


	72


	3


	3


	.286


	.329







	2015


	Dunedin (FSL)


	49


	1


	3


	.258


	.292







	 


	Lansing (MWL)


	24


	3


	1


	.348


	.451







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	13


	2


	2


	.372


	.370







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	41


	2


	1


	.348


	.514







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	15


	1


	1


	.322


	.451







	Minor League Totals


	280


	18


	12


	.305


	.392











3 DOMINGO LEYBA, SS/2B


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 11, 1995. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 160. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2012. Signed by: Miguel Rodriguez/Carlos Santana/Ramon Perez/Miguel Garcia (Tigers).


After struggling at high Class A Visalia in 2015 at age 19, Leyba returned to the California League and produced much better results in 2016. Arizona got him from the Tigers (with lefthander Robbie Ray) after the 2014 season in the three-team deal that sent Didi Gregorius to the Yankees. Leyba boosted his Cal League OPS by nearly 200 points in 2016 to earn a promotion to Double-A Mobile. Overall he hit .296/.355/.429 in 130 games. The key to Leyba’s improvement came by becoming more selective at the plate, with his walk total increasing from 26 in 2015 to 46 in 2016. He has a contact-oriented line-drive approach with hands that work well from both sides of the plate and a knack for putting the barrel on the ball. A potentially above-average hitter, Leyba also showed increasing power with 10 home runs in 2016. That exceeded the nine he hit in the first three years of his career. His solid infield instincts and good positioning help to make up for an arm and range that are both a little short for shortstop, but he has shown himself to be an average or better second baseman. His work ethic earns strong reviews across the board from the organization. Leyba is taking the steps forward to become a solid everyday middle infielder. He will return to Double-A to begin 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Connecticut (NYP)


	SS


	.264


	37


	144


	20


	38







	 


	West Michigan (MWL)


	LoA


	.397


	30


	116


	20


	46







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.237


	124


	514


	60


	122







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.294


	86


	340


	48


	100







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.301


	44


	156


	21


	47







	Minor League Totals


	.288


	378


	1471


	220


	423












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Connecticut (NYP)


	11


	1


	1


	17


	8







	 


	West Michigan (MWL)


	7


	0


	1


	7


	6







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	21


	5


	2


	43


	26







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	25


	1


	6


	40


	29







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	7


	1


	4


	20


	17







	Minor League Totals


	86


	16


	19


	163


	120












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Connecticut (NYP)


	17


	1


	2


	.303


	.375







	 


	West Michigan (MWL)


	13


	1


	2


	.431


	.483







	2015


	Visalia (CAL)


	90


	10


	6


	.277


	.309







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	62


	5


	1


	.346


	.426







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	22


	4


	2


	.374


	.436







	Minor League Totals


	230


	37


	21


	.343


	.407











4 SOCRATES BRITO, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: Sept, 6, 1992. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 200. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2010. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


Injuries to two starting outfielders gave Brito a chance to seize a permanent role with the Diamondbacks in 2016. Instead, he struggled at the plate and spent more than half the season at Triple-A Reno. He also missed time with a fractured toe. Brito still possesses the tools that have tantalized since he first signed with Arizona in 2010. He has upper-body strength with good line-drive power to the gaps, but he hasn’t yet developed a good approach at the plate or the feel to hit. He could stand to work counts better. A plus runner with a plus arm, Brito has the ability and range to play all three outfield positions, though some don’t believe he’s agile enough for center field. He also needs to learn to use his speed better on the bases. Brito fractured his hamate in November while preparing for winter ball in his native Dominican Republic. While he should be healed in time for spring training, the injury is worth watching as he tries to win a big league job out of camp.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.293


	128


	518


	82


	152







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.300


	129


	490


	70


	147







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.303


	18


	33


	5


	10







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.111


	2


	9


	1


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.294


	73


	303


	46


	89







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	.179


	40


	95


	10


	17







	Major League Totals


	.211


	58


	128


	15


	27







	Minor League Totals


	.288


	609


	2447


	347


	704












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	30


	5


	10


	62


	36







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	17


	15


	9


	57


	29







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	1


	0


	1


	1







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	1


	2


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	10


	8


	6


	39


	13







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	1


	4


	12


	2







	Major League Totals


	6


	2


	4


	13


	3







	Minor League Totals


	103


	50


	33


	287


	158












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	109


	38


	10


	.339


	.429







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	84


	20


	6


	.339


	.451







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	7


	1


	0


	.324


	.455







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	2


	0


	0


	.111


	.444







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	60


	7


	6


	.322


	.439







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	23


	2


	0


	.196


	.358







	Major League Totals


	30


	3


	0


	.229


	.383







	Minor League Totals


	520


	125


	54


	.331


	.411











5 JAZZ CHISHOLM, SS


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 1, 1998. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 165. Signed: Bahamas, 2015. Signed by: Craig Shipley.


The Diamondbacks were restricted in 2015 from signing any international player for more than $300,000 because they exceeded their pool amount the previous year, but the organization found a diamond in the rough in Chisholm, who signed for $200,000. The half-brother of Rays prospect Lucius Fox, Chisholm displays a swagger on the field befitting his nickname “Jazz.” (He was born Jasrado.) The D-backs assigned the native Bahamian to Rookie-level Missoula in 2016, and he ranked among the Pioneer League’s top prospects. Chisholm projects to be an above-average hitter, with good bat speed and the ability to barrel balls and handle velocity. The ball jumps off his bat and he has enough power to project double-digit home run totals each year, though he could use more polish to his plate approach. Chisholm is at least an average runner, perhaps a tick above, and he should get faster as his legs get stronger. Defensively, he is athletic and at times a plus defender with good hands and an average arm, but he needs to learn to slow the game down. Chisholm is very confident on the field, with scouts noting he thinks he’s a big leaguer. Chisholm has the highest ceiling of any position player in the system. He should be ready for a move to full-season ball in 2017, with a likely assignment to low Class A Kane County.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.281


	62


	249


	42


	70







	Minor League Totals


	.281


	62


	249


	42


	70












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	12


	1


	9


	37


	19







	Minor League Totals


	12


	1


	9


	37


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	73


	13


	4


	.333


	.446







	Minor League Totals


	73


	13


	4


	.333


	.446











6 ANFERNEE GRIER, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 13, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 170. Drafted: Auburn, 2016 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Kerry Jenkins.


Grier was Arizona’s top pick at No. 39 overall in 2016 after the Diamondbacks forfeited their first-round selection by signing Zack Greinke. Grier signed for $1.5 million. A breakout season his sophomore year at Auburn originally put Grier on draft watch lists, and he improved his stock as a junior when he hit .366/.457/.576 with a team-leading 12 home runs. A shoulder injury suffered during a pre-draft workout limited Grier mostly to a DH role in his pro debut. While he struggled at the plate in his pro debut, Grier has a good feel to hit with sneaky power that should come out with more strength, making him a possibly average hitter with average power potential down the road. The ball comes off his bat well, but he struggles with breaking pitches from righthanders. A 28 percent strikeout rate in his pro debut, similar to his college total, raises concerns about Grier’s approach at the plate, and he will need to make better contact to use his plus speed. Scouts graded him as a plus defender in college, with his slightly below-average arm being enough for center field. Grier should be fully recovered from his shoulder injury by spring training and ready for a full-season assignment to low Class A Kane County.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.214


	4


	14


	2


	3







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.240


	20


	75


	8


	18







	Minor League Totals


	.236


	24


	89


	10


	21












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	1


	0


	1


	2


	0







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	0


	1


	6


	3







	Minor League Totals


	3


	0


	2


	8


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	5


	0


	0


	.267


	.500







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	21


	9


	2


	.278


	.307







	Minor League Totals


	26


	9


	2


	.277


	.337











7 TAYLOR CLARKE, RHP
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BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: May 13, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 200. Drafted: College of Charleston, 2015 (3rd round). Signed by: George Swain.


Clarke made some impressive moves in 2016, his first full season. After starting at low Class A Kane County he passed through high Class A Visalia and reached Double-A Mobile before the end of May. He pitched well at all three levels, going 12-9, 3.31 with 118 strikeouts and just 33 walks. Clarke sports a solid, muscular frame, with his best attributes on the mound being solid pitchability, command of three pitches and the ability to work up and down in the zone. He gets good downhill plane from a fastball that sits 91-94 mph and touches 96. He gets angle with cut action. Clarke’s plus command allows his fastball to play up, and he moves it around to change eye levels. His best secondary pitch is a solid-average slider with downer action that flashes plus. An average changeup rounds out the repertoire. He had Tommy John surgery in college, so the D-backs took it cautiously in his first pro season. His 27 starts in 2016 showed he could take the ball every fifth day. He’s very competitive and may be ready for Triple-A Reno in 2017. He profiles as a No. 4 starter.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	0.00


	13


	0







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	2


	2.83


	6


	6







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	1


	1


	2.74


	4


	4







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	8


	6


	3.59


	17


	17







	Minor League Totals


	12


	9


	2.91


	40


	27












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	3


	21


	8


	0







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	29


	24


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	23


	19


	3







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	98


	99


	9







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	170


	150


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	4


	27


	11.6


	0.57


	.114







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	5


	24


	7.5


	1.01


	.222







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	7


	22


	8.6


	1.13


	.221







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	21


	72


	6.6


	1.23


	.261







	Minor League Totals


	37


	145


	7.7


	1.10


	.233











8 BRAD KELLER, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: July 27, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 230. Drafted: HS—Flowery Branch, Ga., 2013 (8th round). Signed by: T.R. Lewis.


Keller impressively survived as a 21-year old in the unforgiving Cal League in 2016, throwing strikes and keeping the ball in the park in a productive season at high Class A Visalia. His most impressive attribute was a walk rate of 1.7 per nine innings, and his 1.28 WHIP ranked fifth in the circuit. Keller is a pitch-to-contact type who consistently throws strikes with an advanced feel for pitching. His fastball ranges from 89-93 mph and typically sits 91, and there could be more velocity to come with experience. He commands his heater really well, cuts and sinks it, and pitches to both sides of the plate. Keller shows a good feel for his average secondary pitches, a slider and changeup. Keller keeps the ball down, and more than half of balls in play against him were hit on the ground in 2016. He has also shown himself to be durable and held up over 142 innings in 2015 and 135 in 2016. Keller will open 2017 as a 21-year-old with Arizona’s new Double-A Jackson affiliate. He projects as either a No. 3 or 4 starter depending on the development of his offspeed pitches.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	1


	4


	6.95


	8


	8







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	4


	0


	2.30


	6


	3







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	8


	9


	2.60


	26


	25







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	9


	7


	4.47


	24


	24







	Minor League Totals


	30


	23


	3.48


	80


	74












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	34


	50


	6







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	31


	30


	2







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	142


	128


	3







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	135


	147


	13







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	411


	415


	26












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Missoula (PIO)


	18


	30


	8.0


	2.02


	.347







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	9


	20


	5.7


	1.24


	.265







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	8


	12.0


	0.33


	.053







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	37


	109


	6.9


	1.16


	.243







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	26


	99


	6.6


	1.28


	.281







	Minor League Totals


	121


	331


	7.3


	1.31


	.266











9 JON DUPLANTIER, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: July 11, 1994. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 225. Drafted: Rice, 2016 (3rd round). Signed by: Rusty Pendergrass.


Duplantier is a wild card for the Diamondbacks because he has explosive stuff but a concerning injury record. He missed all of the 2015 college season at Rice with a shoulder injury that did not require surgery, and an elbow issue limited him to only one inning in his pro debut at short-season Hillsboro after he signed for $686,600. Further, he didn’t get on the mound in instructional league after he suffered a pulled hamstring during pitcher fielding practice. Duplantier is a strong, physical righthander who struck out 12 batters per nine innings in 2016 at Rice to rank eighth among Division I pitchers and earn third-team All-America honors. Duplantier used a 90-95 mph fastball in college, and he flashed an above-average curveball with some power and a developing changeup that still is a work-in-progress. The control of his pitches suffers when his arm slot wanders, prompted by his shoulder flying open too quickly in his delivery. While he didn’t get into games during instructs, Duplantier threw a few bullpen sessions and reported no issues with his elbow. Months of rest after a customarily heavy Rice workload could do wonders for Duplantier and his health. While he could move quickly as a power reliever relying on his two best pitches, Duplantier will stay in the rotation for now as he makes his full-season debut at low Class A Kane County in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	1


	0


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	1


	0


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	3


	27.0


	2.00


	.000







	Minor League Totals


	2


	3


	27.0


	2.00


	.000











10 CURTIS TAYLOR, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: July 25, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-6. Wt.: 215. Drafted: British Columbia, 2016 (4th round). Signed by: Donnie Reynolds.


Taylor was one of four Canadians drafted by the Diamondbacks in 2016 and comes out of the same college program—University of British Columbia—that produced former big league southpaw Jeff Francis. Taylor was a reliever his first two college seasons before moving to the rotation for his junior year, when he posted a 1.96 ERA with an outstanding 113-to-22 strikeout-to-walk ratio. After signing for $496,700, he pitched effectively out of the short-season Hillboro bullpen, fanning 12.4 batters per nine innings. Taylor’s firm fastball sits 93-96 mph with plus sink out of his 6-foot-6 frame. He gets good life on the pitch, with at least one report having him touching 99 mph during the summer. He flashes a plus slider and has emerging feel for his changeup, though the pitch remains fringe-average at best. Taylor has a quick arm with a max-effort delivery that features a three-quarters arm slot and a funky arm action, but he repeats his motion and it adds deception. His delivery and two-pitch mix portend a future bullpen role, but he has the stuff to start and will be developed in that role for now. He will head to full-season ball in 2017, most likely low Class A Kane County as part of the Cougars rotation.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	0


	2.20


	17


	0







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	2.20


	17


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	3


	16


	13


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	16


	13


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	5


	23


	12.7


	1.10


	.213







	Minor League Totals


	5


	23


	12.7


	1.10


	.213











11 ALEX YOUNG, LHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 9, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 205. Drafted: Texas Christian, 2015 (2nd round). Signed by: J.R. Salinas.


Young pitched sparingly after being drafted 43rd overall in 2015 after his long college season at Texas Christian, but the gloves came off in 2016. He missed about six weeks in April and May 2016 with a forearm sprain but still pitched 118.2 innings and advanced from low Class A Kane County to high Class A Visalia. Young is a pitch-to-contact, command-driven lefty who typically sits 88-90 mph with his fastball and can touch 92. The velocity on Young’s heater was down a couple ticks in 2016, but he was still effective with a wider repertoire. His breaking ball is called a true curveball by some observers and a slider by others, explained by the fact that it was not as firm as the previous year. Regardless of what it’s called, Young’s 76-81 mph breaking ball is an above-average pitch with plus potential. His changeup, which was newer coming out of college, is now a solid-average offering in the mid-80s. Young has good feel for pitching and is a competitor who likes to get the ball in big-game situations. At his best his command is superb, which is exemplified by an 88-pitch complete game he threw against Inland Empire. Keeping his command consistently sharp, though, remains a work in progress for Young and will be key for his development moving forward with no plus offerings in his arsenal. He projects as a back-of-the-rotation starter and is expected to start at Double-A Jackson in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	0


	0


	1.50


	6


	1







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	3


	1


	2.16


	9


	9







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	7


	4.59


	12


	11







	Minor League Totals


	5


	8


	3.44


	28


	22












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	1


	0


	0







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	1


	6


	5


	0







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	1


	0


	50


	39


	1







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	1


	0


	69


	79


	10







	Minor League Totals


	2


	1


	126


	123


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	1


	9.0


	0.00


	.000







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	5


	7.5


	1.00


	.238







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	16


	37


	6.7


	1.10


	.217







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	21


	56


	7.3


	1.46


	.289







	Minor League Totals


	38


	99


	7.1


	1.28


	.258











12 MATT KOCH, RHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: Nov. 2, 1990. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 215. Drafted: Louisville, 2012 (3rd round). Signed by: Jarrett England (Mets).


A closer during his college career at Louisville, Koch (pronounced “cook”) has jumped back and forth between the rotation and the bullpen during his five-year pro career. The Diamondbacks acquired him from the Mets in 2015 for big league reliever Addison Reed. After 14 starts for Double-A Mobile and seven for Triple-A Reno in 2016, Koch finished the year with seven big league appearances, including a pair of solid starts in which he gave up just three runs in 11 innings. He is an effective strike-thrower who doesn’t miss a lot of bats who uses a four-seam fastball and cutter in the low to mid-90s with sinking action. Koch’s average low-80s slider has good depth, and he uses an above-average, firm changeup in the mid-80s. He effectively repeats his three-quarters arm slot. While he pitched effectively as a starter in the minors, Koch is viewed by most observers as a big league bullpen arm with a good chance of earning a job in the D-backs pen out of spring training.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	HiA


	10


	4


	4.64


	22


	22







	2015


	Binghamton (EL)


	AA


	4


	8


	3.46


	35


	8







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	0


	0.00


	1


	1







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	4


	4.70


	14


	14







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	4


	2


	3.09


	7


	7







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	1


	1


	2.00


	7


	2







	Major League Totals


	1


	1


	2.00


	7


	2







	Minor League Totals


	27


	24


	4.21


	110


	69












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	0


	0


	120


	141


	7







	2015


	Binghamton (EL)


	0


	0


	88


	95


	5







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	7


	2


	0







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	75


	87


	7







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	47


	55


	3







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	1


	18


	9


	1







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	18


	9


	1







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	443


	505


	30












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	St. Lucie (FSL)


	32


	63


	4.7


	1.44


	.294







	2015


	Binghamton (EL)


	15


	55


	5.6


	1.25


	.279







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	4


	6


	7.4


	0.82


	.083







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	13


	49


	5.9


	1.34


	.295







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	6


	25


	4.8


	1.31


	.294







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	4


	10


	5.0


	0.72


	.145







	Major League Totals


	4


	10


	5.0


	0.72


	.145







	Minor League Totals


	81


	285


	5.8


	1.32


	.288











13 JIMMIE SHERFY, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 27, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 175. Drafted: Oregon, 2013 (10th round). Signed by: Donnie Reynolds.


Sherfy appeared to be on the fast track through the Diamondbacks system his first two pro seasons thanks to an electric fastball and two solid offspeed pitches. He struggled mightily at Double-A Mobile in 2015, however, and took a step back to high Class A Visalia to start 2016. Sherfy got back on track both in the Cal League and in a return to Mobile, striking out 52 batters and yielding only one run in 32 innings. A 6.17 ERA in 23.1 innings at Triple-A Reno was inflated by two particularly poor outings. The key for Sherfy in 2016 was improving his focus and developing a better routine off the field, as well as making mechanical changes on the mound that helped him better maintain his stuff. He delivers a fastball in the 95-98 mph range and a plus slider at 87-91. He complements his primary pitches with an 88-92 mph changeup and mid-70s curveball. The D-backs added Sherfy to the 40-man roster after the 2016 season, and he will head to spring training with a shot at being part of the team’s rebuilt bullpen. His electric stuff and two potential plus pitches give him closer potential.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	0


	3.27


	11


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	3


	1


	4.97


	37


	0







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	6


	6.52


	44


	0







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	0.00


	12


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	2


	0


	0.46


	16


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	4


	6.17


	24


	0







	Minor League Totals


	10


	12


	4.20


	162


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	6


	11


	6


	2







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	1


	38


	34


	4







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	2


	50


	50


	3







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	8


	12


	5


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	10


	20


	6


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	12


	23


	20


	5







	Minor League Totals


	0


	46


	171


	134


	15












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Visalia (CAL)


	5


	23


	18.8


	1.00


	.158







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	18


	45


	10.7


	1.37


	.241







	2015


	Mobile (SL)


	28


	50


	9.1


	1.57


	.265







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	6


	21


	15.3


	0.89


	.128







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	5


	31


	14.2


	0.56


	.092







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	27


	10.4


	1.41


	.247







	Minor League Totals


	79


	226


	11.9


	1.24


	.217











14 ANDY YERZY, C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: July 5, 1998. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—Toronto, 2016 (2nd round). Signed by: Dennis Sheehan.


The Diamondbacks went for a high school power bat in the second round in 2016, signing Yerzy for $1,214,100 to keep the Canadian high school product from honoring his commitment to Notre Dame. Coming into the draft, Yerzy was regarded as a bat-first catcher with questions about his ability to stay behind the plate because of a slow, stiff body and a fringy arm. He is intelligent with great makeup, and he made good progress at 2016 instructional league, where D-backs coaches worked on Yerzy’s defensive technique to try to mold him into an average defender. His fringe-average arm is accurate but his arm action gets long at times. Yerzy had a rough pro debut at the plate, batting just .216/.240/.265 at two Rookie-level stops. He has a calm approach from the left side and started using his legs better at instructs. Yerzy projects to be an above-average hitter with power, but it won’t come quickly. He is considered a long-term project who will spend the 2017 season in a short-season league, perhaps short-season Hillsboro.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.196


	27


	102


	5


	20







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.250


	18


	60


	2


	15







	Minor League Totals


	.216


	45


	162


	7


	35












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	0


	1


	15


	4







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	2


	0


	0


	1


	0







	Minor League Totals


	5


	0


	1


	16


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	22


	0


	0


	.220


	.255







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	16


	0


	1


	.274


	.283







	Minor League Totals


	38


	0


	1


	.240


	.265











15 JACK REINHEIMER, SS/2B




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium





Born: July 19, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 186. Drafted: East Carolina, 2013 (5th round). Signed by: Devitt Moore (Mariners).


One of four players acquired from the Mariners in 2015 when Arizona traded Mark Trumbo, Reinheimer completed his first full season in the Diamondbacks organization by being added to the 40-man roster after a solid year at Triple-A Reno. He has a ceiling as a major league utility infielder, but that’s also his floor. He projects to have a long career as a capable backup. A hard-nosed, scrappy player, Reinheimer is a below-average hitter with little home run power, though his 37 extra-base hits at Reno indicate he may have enough pop to earn pitchers’ respect. He gets in trouble at the plate by expanding his strike zone, which leads to higher-than-desired strikeout totals. An above-average runner, Reinheimer led Reno with 20 stolen bases and has swiped a total of 98 bags over four minor league seasons. Defensively, he plays fast and with great timing and rhythm to his game. His instincts are good, his hands are solid-average and he has an above-average arm. Reinheimer will go to spring training with a shot at a big league role as a reserve infielder but may wind up back at Reno to wait his turn.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.264


	110


	436


	69


	115







	 


	High Desert (CAL)


	HiA


	.341


	20


	85


	15


	29







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	AA


	.277


	48


	202


	25


	56







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.265


	76


	283


	39


	75







	2016


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.288


	132


	500


	64


	144







	Minor League Totals


	.277


	452


	1755


	251


	486












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Clinton (MWL)


	17


	4


	2


	46


	39







	 


	High Desert (CAL)


	5


	1


	1


	12


	4







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	10


	1


	1


	16


	14







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	14


	2


	4


	26


	37







	2016


	Reno (PCL)


	28


	7


	2


	48


	48







	Minor League Totals


	80


	16


	12


	178


	174












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Clinton (MWL)


	76


	34


	9


	.333


	.335







	 


	High Desert (CAL)


	12


	5


	2


	.367


	.459







	2015


	Jackson (SL)


	39


	12


	1


	.323


	.351







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	54


	9


	5


	.355


	.371







	2016


	Reno (PCL)


	93


	20


	11


	.353


	.384







	Minor League Totals


	325


	98


	33


	.346


	.361











16 MACK LEMIEUX, LHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Sept. 6, 1996. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 205. Drafted: Palm Beach State (Fla.) JC, 2016 (6th round). Signed by: Frank Damas.


Lemieux, a distant cousin of hockey legend Mario Lemieux, was first drafted in 2015 in the 14th round by the Nationals after finishing his Florida high school career. Instead of signing, he chose to play junior-college ball at Palm Beach State, where he recorded a 2.79 ERA and struck out nearly a batter per inning. Selected by the Diamondbacks in the sixth round in 2016 and signed for $278,500, Lemieux started his pro career with seven strong starts in the Rookie-level Arizona League before heading to short-season Hillsboro. He recorded a 3.03 ERA with 43 strikeouts in 35.2 innings between the two levels. Lemieux has good body control and a quick arm that delivers a fastball that sits 90-91 mph and touches 93. There is room on his frame to add strength, so that velocity should tick up as his body matures. Both his curveball and 82-83 mph changeup project as above-average pitches. He has a loose arm with a simple high three-quarters arm slot that he repeats well. Lemieux projects as a lefthander for the middle or back of a rotation, and he should get to full-season ball in 2017 at low Class A Kane County.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	0


	1.42


	7


	4







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	2


	3.91


	7


	7







	Minor League Totals


	2


	2


	3.03


	14


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	13


	8


	1







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	23


	24


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	36


	32


	2












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	17


	12.1


	0.87


	.182







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	12


	26


	10.2


	1.57


	.270







	Minor League Totals


	15


	43


	10.9


	1.32


	.241











17 JHOAN DURAN, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 8, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 175. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2014. Signed by: Junior Noboa.


Duran signed in 2014 for a mere $65,000 and has morphed into one of the most projectable arms in the Diamondbacks system with his 6-foot-5, 175-pound frame and electric fastball. With his very lean but wiry strong frame, he already has a fastball up to 98 mph with good movement. He uses a repeatable, effortless delivery with an easy arm stroke and projects to develop better command of the pitch. His high-80s curveball is still inconsistent, grading sometimes as below-average and at other times flashing as a plus pitch. It plays up because he throws it for strikes. Duran also is developing a feel for a high-80s changeup. It’s scary to think how much harder he could throw when he adds strength to his frame, and that projection makes him the sleeper of the system. Duran will likely head to short-season Hillsboro as a teenager after opening the year in extended spring training.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	D-backs (DSL)


	R


	4


	1


	3.25


	12


	12







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	2


	5.85


	4


	4







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	0


	1


	3.55


	3


	3







	Minor League Totals


	5


	4


	3.83


	19


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	D-backs (DSL)


	0


	0


	64


	62


	1







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	20


	24


	1







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	13


	14


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	96


	100


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	D-backs (DSL)


	22


	44


	6.2


	1.32


	.263







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	5


	13


	5.9


	1.45


	.312







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	5


	9


	6.4


	1.50


	.250







	Minor League Totals


	32


	66


	6.2


	1.37


	.271











18 JOSE ALMONTE, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Sept. 8, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 182. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2012. Signed by: Manny Nanita (Red Sox).


One of the top international signings by the Red Sox in 2012, Almonte signed for $610,000 and worked his way to low Class A in 2016 before being traded to the Diamondbacks (along with second baseman Luis Alejandro Basabe) for veteran reliever Brad Ziegler. Finishing the season at low Class A in Kane County, Almonte combined for a 3.56 ERA and a 104-to-35 strikeout-to-walk ratio in 108.2 innings. With a projectable body and good arm speed, he projects as a starter with good feel for both pitching and spin. He aggressively attacks hitters with his three-pitch mix, highlighted by an above-average fastball coming in at 89-94 mph, and he should be able to add more velocity with more strength. His 74-79 mph curveball projects as an above-average pitch and his average changeup has good fade, though he needs to use it more often. Almonte should be ready for the challenge of the hitter-friendly California League in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Red Sox (GCL)


	R


	2


	3


	3.02


	11


	8







	2015


	Lowell (NYP)


	SS


	3


	3


	3.43


	14


	14







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	LoA


	2


	2


	3.91


	10


	10







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	4


	3.23


	11


	11







	Minor League Totals


	12


	15


	3.24


	58


	55












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Red Sox (GCL)


	0


	0


	48


	46


	3







	2015


	Lowell (NYP)


	0


	0


	66


	38


	1







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	0


	0


	53


	50


	4







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	56


	48


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	272


	220


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Red Sox (GCL)


	17


	33


	6.2


	1.32


	.254







	2015


	Lowell (NYP)


	38


	64


	8.8


	1.16


	.171







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	13


	45


	7.6


	1.19


	.249







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	22


	59


	9.5


	1.26


	.234







	Minor League Totals


	112


	244


	8.1


	1.22


	.222











19 JARED MILLER, LHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 21, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-7. Wt.: 240. Drafted: Vanderbilt, 2014 (11th round). Signed by: Nate Birtwell.


Miller was part of the Vanderbilt pitching staff during the Commodores’ 2014 College World Series championship season. A college roommate of 2015 Diamondbacks first-rounder Dansby Swanson, he pitched both as a starter and in relief and got the win in the first game of the 2014 CWS Finals. The Diamondbacks took the hulking lefthander in the 11th round that year and signed him for an over-slot $150,000 bonus. Miller’s career took off in 2016 after Arizona moved him to the bullpen. He zoomed through four levels of the organization and finished the season at Triple-A Reno before being one of the big surprises of the Arizona Fall League. He allowed no runs and just six hits in 18.1 innings with 30 strikeouts and four walks. Miller’s funky, max-effort delivery has him falling to the third-base side but adds deception and doesn’t affect his control. He uses a fastball with plus movement in the 92-94 mph range, but the jewel of his arsenal is an 83-88 mph slider with great tilt and depth that flashes plus and gets plenty of swings and misses. Miller’s third pitch is a 77-83 mph curveball. While not yet on the 40-man roster, he has a good chance of getting to Chase Field at some point in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	1


	1


	3.58


	8


	5







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	7


	2


	1.81


	9


	9







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	4


	5


	5.88


	13


	12







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	0


	0.00


	9


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	0


	1


	1.88


	12


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	0


	0


	6.00


	5


	0







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	0


	1


	3.71


	19


	0







	Minor League Totals


	12


	10


	3.46


	75


	26












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	28


	21


	3







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	1


	0


	60


	42


	2







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	60


	69


	5







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	2


	14


	4


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	1


	14


	9


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	0


	6


	5


	2







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	2


	27


	18


	1







	Minor League Totals


	1


	5


	208


	168


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	9


	21


	6.8


	1.08


	.204







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	12


	57


	8.6


	0.91


	.194







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	31


	42


	6.3


	1.68


	.291







	2016


	Kane County (MWL)


	5


	21


	13.2


	0.63


	.085







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	3


	20


	12.6


	0.84


	.184







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	2


	3


	4.5


	1.17


	.238







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	13


	36


	12.2


	1.16


	.188







	Minor League Totals


	75


	200


	8.6


	1.17


	.218











20 LUIS ALEJANDRO BASABE, 2B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 26, 1996. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2012. Signed by: Eddie Romero/Luis Segovia (Red Sox).


When one team signs twins who have the same first and last names, confusion is sure to abound. The Red Sox cleared things up for everyone by trading Luis Alejandro Basabe (known to his teammates as “A.J.”) to the Diamondbacks along with Jose Almonte for righthander Brad Ziegler. (Boston later traded also Luis Alexander Basabe to the White Sox in the Chris Sale deal.) A.J. Basabe wasn’t even supposed to make the low Class A Greenville roster after spending 2015 in the Gulf Coast League, but he played his way there in spring training, then proved to be a good enough hitter to move to the top of the lineup. Less physically gifted than his brother, Basabe has strong hand-eye coordination and table-setter skills. Basabe is stretched at shortstop because of his iffy footwork, but he’s at least an average defender at second base. He lacks his brother’s plus speed, but Basabe runs the bases well, has a chance to be an above-average hitter and has enough pop in his bat to survive. He struggled in Kane County after the trade, but as he’s shown before, he generally figures out a way to catch up to the level. It’s not out of the question that he’ll improve enough at shortstop to be a potential utility infielder.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Red Sox (DSL)


	R


	.222


	30


	99


	19


	22







	2015


	Red Sox (GCL)


	R


	.260


	28


	100


	22


	26







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	LoA


	.310


	64


	229


	39


	71







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.217


	45


	161


	16


	35







	Minor League Totals


	.247


	225


	745


	121


	184












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Red Sox (DSL)


	3


	1


	0


	6


	28







	2015


	Red Sox (GCL)


	5


	0


	0


	6


	21







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	16


	4


	4


	25


	37







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	4


	2


	3


	13


	29







	Minor League Totals


	33


	11


	8


	64


	148












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Red Sox (DSL)


	25


	9


	1


	.403


	.273







	2015


	Red Sox (GCL)


	33


	8


	4


	.387


	.310







	2016


	Greenville (SAL)


	58


	14


	6


	.412


	.467







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	60


	3


	6


	.339


	.323







	Minor League Totals


	224


	43


	19


	.375


	.353











21 WEI-CHIEH HUANG, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: Sept. 26, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 165. Signed: Taiwan, 2014. Signed by: Tzu Yao Wei.


Huang signed with the Diamondbacks for $450,000 in 2014 after pitching at the National Taiwan University of Physical Education and Sport. Coming off a solid 2015 season at low Class A, Huang’s 2016 season got off to a late start because of an offseason military commitment in Taiwan. After six rocky starts at high Class A Visalia he was shut down with shoulder fatigue and soreness. After a couple of months of rest and rehab, Huang finished the season pitching long-relief outings at short-season Hillsboro. His durability has been an ongoing issue and is a red flag moving forward. When he’s right, Huang is able to locate his pitches well. He pitches to contact with a plus changeup that he uses to get swings and misses, and his fastball has good angle and sits 87-91 mph. His low-70s curveball is a below-average pitch. The most optimistic projection for Huang is No. 5 starter, but his subpar breaking ball and durability concerns may target him for a bullpen role. He likely will return to Visalia in 2017 to repeat the California League.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	7


	3


	2.00


	15


	12







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	1


	1


	6.49


	6


	6







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	6.00


	1


	1







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	2


	2


	5.34


	9


	4







	Minor League Totals


	10


	6


	3.70


	31


	23












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	77


	58


	1







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	26


	33


	5







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	3


	3


	1







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	30


	33


	4







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	136


	127


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	16


	68


	8.0


	0.97


	.208







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	12


	25


	8.5


	1.71


	.303







	 


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	3


	9.0


	1.00


	.273







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	11


	42


	12.5


	1.45


	.277







	Minor League Totals


	39


	138


	9.1


	1.22


	.245











22 MARCUS WILSON, OF




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: Aug. 15, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 175. Drafted: HS—Gardena, Calif., 2014 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Hal Kurtzman.


Wilson made it to full-season ball in his third year as a pro, which was just about what the organization expected when he was drafted 69th overall in 2014. He has always needed to add strength to his lean frame, and that still holds true, but he has made improvements to his approach at the plate in that time. Wilson began in extended spring training again, then advanced to short-season Hillsboro, where he hit .252/.418/.319. He spent August at low Class A Kane County with similar numbers. Wilson turned in the best walk rate of his career in 2016 (17.5 percent) but also recorded a high strikeout rate (24.7 percent). He was young for his draft class, so he still has time to develop the strength needed to tap into his bat speed. He’s a solid defender who covers plenty of ground and has an average arm. A plus runner, Wilson stole 25 bases in 30 attempts in 2016. He will return to Kane County in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.206


	39


	131


	15


	27







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.258


	57


	213


	42


	55







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.252


	43


	135


	24


	34







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.253


	26


	99


	11


	25







	Minor League Totals


	.244


	165


	578


	92


	141












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	2


	2


	1


	22


	16







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	12


	1


	1


	22


	33







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	5


	2


	0


	15


	38







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	8


	1


	1


	5


	13







	Minor League Totals


	27


	6


	3


	64


	100












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	40


	4


	2


	.297


	.275







	2015


	Missoula (PIO)


	61


	7


	4


	.357


	.338







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	40


	18


	3


	.418


	.319







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	32


	7


	2


	.357


	.384







	Minor League Totals


	173


	36


	11


	.360


	.327











23 VICTOR REYES, OF




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 5, 1994. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2011. Signed by: Rolando Petit (Braves).


The Diamondbacks acquired Reyes from the Braves in April 2015 as part of a two-part trade that sent Trevor Cahill to Atlanta for salary relief, with the switch-hitting Reyes being swapped for a 2015 supplemental second-round pick. Reyes hit well in his second season with Arizona, batting .303/.349/.416 at high Class A Visalia with significantly better numbers in the second half. The consistent rap on him is that while he makes good contact and can handle velocity, he lacks strength in his swing and hits for very little power. He won’t drive many balls over the fence but will hopefully develop more doubles power in time. He showed progress by learning how to hit the ball out in front and elevate the baseball. An at least above-average runner, Reyes legged out 12 triples and stole 20 bases in 2016. He’s an above-average defender in the outfield, with his above-average arm being enough for right field. While he hasn’t seen much time in center field, he’s a competent defender there. Reyes will move to Double-A Jackson in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.259


	89


	332


	32


	86







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.311


	121


	424


	57


	132







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.303


	124


	469


	62


	142







	Minor League Totals


	.300


	435


	1580


	225


	474












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	13


	0


	0


	34


	24







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	17


	5


	2


	59


	22







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	11


	12


	6


	54


	33







	Minor League Totals


	55


	18


	8


	205


	125












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Rome (SAL)


	58


	12


	7


	.309


	.298







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	58


	13


	4


	.343


	.389







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	78


	20


	8


	.349


	.416







	Minor League Totals


	262


	62


	26


	.352


	.373











24 JOSE HERRERA, C




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 24, 1997. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-10. Wt.: 182. Signed: Venezuela, 2013. Signed by: Marlon Urdaneta.


The Diamondbacks’ top international signee in 2013, Herrera has consistently shown solid defensive skills behind the plate and an improving swing. The biggest impediment to the native Venezuelan’s development has been an inability to stay healthy. He has been plagued by nagging injuries in both 2015 and 2016. Herrera caught regularly during extended spring training in 2016 but was limited to just 12 games behind the plate at Rookie-level Missoula before shutting down early with a hamate injury. He often batted as DH for the Osprey and showed good patience at the plate (9.7 percent walks). He hit a career-high five home runs. He has the raw power to develop more over-the-fence pop as he gets stronger. Behind the plate, Herrera blocks and throws well, albeit with improvement needed in shifting on pitches. Herrera’s mental makeup is strong and he also got himself into better shape in 2016 by losing weight. After three years in short-season ball, Herrera will be ready for low Class A Kane County in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.227


	43


	154


	24


	35







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.286


	2


	7


	2


	2







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.304


	24


	79


	7


	24







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.277


	36


	137


	23


	38







	Minor League Totals


	.263


	105


	377


	56


	99












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	4


	1


	0


	14


	23







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	1


	0


	0


	1


	2







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	3


	0


	1


	9


	13







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	5


	1


	5


	18


	15







	Minor League Totals


	13


	2


	6


	42


	53












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	37


	1


	0


	.337


	.266







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	2


	0


	0


	.444


	.429







	2015


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	11


	0


	0


	.415


	.380







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	27


	1


	2


	.351


	.438







	Minor League Totals


	77


	2


	2


	.361


	.355











25 JOSH TAYLOR, LHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: March 2, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 225. Signed: Georgia College & State, 2014 (NDFA). Signed by: David Seifert (Phillies).


Taylor went undrafted after high school and junior college in the Phoenix area because he was a slender lefthander topping out in the 80s. He also didn’t get much attention in his one year at Division II Georgia College & State, where he finished with a 5.62 ERA and 57 strikeouts against 41 walks. Taylor then touched 97 mph at the all-star game in the summer collegiate Northwoods League in 2014, which caught the attention of Phillies scouts, who signed the southpaw for $50,000. The Diamondbacks acquired Taylor about a year later when they unloaded $2.2 million in international bonus pool money in a trade with the Phillies. While he’s never put up overwhelming numbers, Taylor jumped up the depth chart late in 2016 with a strong performance in the Arizona Fall League, where he recorded a 3.57 ERA with 20 strikeouts and five walks in 22.2 innings. His fastball sits 91-94 mph with decent cutting action in on righthanded batters and sinking action on lefthanders. None of his three secondary pitches—slider, curveball, changeup—grades as above-average, but deception in his repeatable delivery helps them play up. Taylor projects as a No. 5 starter, though his velocity would likely tick up pitching out of the bullpen.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Phillies (GCL)


	R


	2


	0


	0.00


	3


	0







	2015


	Lakewood (SAL)


	LoA


	4


	5


	4.61


	13


	13







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	4


	3


	3.20


	11


	11







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	2


	7


	5.65


	15


	13







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	3


	4


	4.94


	11


	11







	Minor League Totals


	15


	19


	4.51


	53


	48












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Phillies (GCL)


	0


	0


	9


	5


	0







	2015


	Lakewood (SAL)


	0


	0


	68


	71


	6







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	1


	0


	59


	73


	2







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	78


	105


	7







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	1


	0


	55


	63


	4







	Minor League Totals


	2


	0


	269


	317


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Phillies (GCL)


	4


	13


	12.5


	0.96


	.156







	2015


	Lakewood (SAL)


	24


	70


	9.2


	1.39


	.265







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	20


	53


	8.1


	1.58


	.311







	2016


	Visalia (CAL)


	24


	77


	8.9


	1.65


	.335







	 


	Mobile (SL)


	18


	46


	7.6


	1.48


	.289







	Minor League Totals


	90


	259


	8.7


	1.51


	.297











26 STEVE HATHAWAY, LHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 13, 1990. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 185. Drafted: Franklin Pierce (N.H.), 2013 (14th round). Signed by: Mike Serbalik.


Hathaway moved steadily through the Diamondbacks system after being drafted out of Franklin Pierce, where he helped the Ravens make it to the Division II College World Series. Hathaway twice had surgery in college and was already 23 when drafted. He made it to the big leagues during his fourth pro season in 2016 after pitching effectively at both Double-A Mobile and Triple-A Reno. While slight of build, Hathaway has a loose, whippy arm and the ball jumps out of his hand from a high three-quarters arm slot. The key to his effectiveness in 2016 was an increase in fastball velocity, and he now sits 92-95 mph with a four-seamer that has natural sinking action with armside run. His high-70s curveball is an above-average pitch, and he also throws a firm mid-80s changeup. With a ceiling of a middle reliever, Hathaway is a strong candidate for a big league bullpen job in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	0


	3.68


	8


	0







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	2


	4.32


	16


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	5


	1


	2.00


	29


	0







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	1


	1


	1.17


	13


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	2


	3.34


	28


	0







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	MAJ


	0


	0


	4.91


	24


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	4.91


	24


	0







	Minor League Totals


	7


	7


	3.09


	97


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	0


	1


	15


	12


	0







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	1


	17


	14


	0







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	1


	27


	21


	0







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	0


	0


	15


	14


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	1


	30


	21


	2







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	0


	0


	15


	18


	1







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	15


	18


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	4


	111


	90


	4












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	South Bend (MWL)


	6


	18


	11.0


	1.23


	.207







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	6


	19


	10.3


	1.20


	.226







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	9


	29


	9.7


	1.11


	.198







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	3


	10


	5.9


	1.11


	.250







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	19


	29


	8.8


	1.35


	.210







	 


	Arizona (NL)


	6


	15


	9.2


	1.64


	.305







	Major League Totals


	6


	15


	9.2


	1.64


	.305







	Minor League Totals


	44


	110


	8.9


	1.21


	.218











27 JOEY ROSE, 3B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: Jan. 20, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 205. Drafted: HS—Toms River, N.J., 2016 (5th round). Signed by: Rick Matsko.


Coming out of the same town that produced Todd Frazier, Rose is a New Jersey high school product who showed a better swing and defensive skills as the 2016 draft approached. Committed to Oklahoma State, he instead signed with the Diamondbacks for $400,000. Beginning his pro career in the Rookie-level Arizona League, Rose hit a modest .226/.310/.362 with one home run. But he delivered a .796 OPS in August as he learned how to stay inside the ball and use the middle of the field. Rose has a good swing and strength in his hands, with average to above-average power projected as he develops. He showed good actions at the plate and began making better contact during the season. Defensively, he showed surprisingly good lateral agility at third base with at least an above-average arm. He’s a below-average runner. Rose will likely need to stay behind in extended spring training in 2017 before reporting to short-season Hillsboro for his second pro season.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	.229


	47


	153


	19


	35







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.000


	2


	2


	0


	0







	Minor League Totals


	.226


	49


	155


	19


	35












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	10


	4


	1


	9


	13







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	1







	Minor League Totals


	10


	4


	1


	9


	14












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	55


	2


	0


	.310


	.366







	 


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	0


	0


	.333


	.000







	Minor League Totals


	57


	2


	0


	.310


	.361











28 ILDEMARO VARGAS, SS/2B




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: July 16, 1991. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 170. Signed: Venezuela, 2007. Signed by: Jobel Jimenez (Cardinals).


The Diamondbacks hit the jackpot the last time they dipped into the independent ranks to sign a former Cardinals farmhand from Venezuela. David Peralta eventually became one of Arizona’s regular outfielders. Their latest foray netted them Vargas, who began the 2015 season with Bridgeport of the Atlantic League after seven seasons in the St. Louis system. After playing his first season in the D-backs system at low Class A Kane County in 2015, Vargas split 2016 mostly between Double-A Mobile and Triple-A Reno. He hit .305 and struck out just 39 times in 133 games. Vargas is an extreme contact hitter who takes good at-bats but makes mostly soft contact. An average runner, he plays with a lot of energy and is capable of handling multiple positions in a utility role. He has soft hands and is an instinctive defender. The D-backs added Vargas to the 40-man roster after the 2016 season because he would have been eligible for minor league free agency otherwise. He heads back to Reno in 2017 to show his performance wasn’t a fluke while waiting for a need to arise in Phoenix.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	HiA


	.241


	112


	431


	46


	104







	 


	Springfield, MO (TL)


	AA


	.000


	8


	10


	1


	0







	2015


	Bridgeport (ATL)


	IND


	.273


	30


	110


	17


	30







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	.321


	86


	336


	62


	108







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	AA


	.276


	83


	323


	41


	89







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	HiA


	.250


	1


	4


	0


	1







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.354


	49


	198


	35


	70







	Minor League Totals


	.279


	664


	2414


	348


	673












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	17


	1


	1


	40


	16







	 


	Springfield, MO (TL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	2015


	Bridgeport (ATL)


	5


	0


	0


	8


	6







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	18


	3


	5


	39


	35







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	15


	2


	4


	19


	24







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	0


	2


	18


	20







	Minor League Totals


	121


	18


	19


	235


	201












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Palm Beach (FSL)


	51


	1


	4


	.271


	.292







	 


	Springfield, MO (TL)


	1


	0


	0


	.000


	.000







	2015


	Bridgeport (ATL)


	9


	7


	1


	.316


	.318







	 


	Kane County (MWL)


	16


	9


	6


	.385


	.438







	2016


	Mobile (SL)


	24


	8


	0


	.325


	.372







	 


	Visalia (CAL)


	2


	0


	0


	.250


	.250







	 


	Reno (PCL)


	13


	13


	1


	.418


	.449







	Minor League Totals


	244


	63


	32


	.340


	.367











29 RYAN JANUARY, C




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Extreme





Born: May 27, 1997. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 195. Drafted: San Jacinto (Texas) JC, 2016 (8th round). Signed by: Rusty Pendergrass.


January had himself re-classified for the 2015 draft a year early so that he could get a jump start on his college career at Louisiana State. Instead he enrolled at San Jacinto (Texas) JC after going undrafted. A broken thumb at San Jac kept him from getting behind the plate in the latter part of the 2016 season, but he was one of the top performers for the Gators’ run to second place in the Junior College World Series. January hit 10 home runs in junior college and then 10 more in his pro debut at Rookie-level Missoula after signing with Arizona for an over-slot $350,000. He caught in 38 of the Osprey’s 75 games. January owns a live bat from the left side with plus raw power and loft in his swing, though it can get loopy at times. He’s still relatively raw behind the plate, but is athletic and shows average or slightly above-average arm strength. There’s still a lot of rawness to his game and he may need another year of short-season ball, but the tools and makeup are there.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	.273


	51


	183


	34


	50







	Minor League Totals


	.273


	51


	183


	34


	50












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	6


	0


	10


	26


	26







	Minor League Totals


	6


	0


	10


	26


	26












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Missoula (PIO)


	63


	0


	1


	.376


	.470







	Minor League Totals


	63


	0


	1


	.376


	.470











30 TOMMY EVELD, RHP




BA GRADE


40


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 30, 1993. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 195. Drafted: South Florida, 2016 (9th round). Signed by: Luke Wren.


The man known to short-season Hillsboro fans in his pro debut as “Touchdown Tommy” will be 23 in 2017, but he’s still relatively new to pitching and owns a fresh arm. Originally a highly-touted football recruit, Eveld went to South Florida as a quarterback, but major knee surgery limited him to the scout team in his first two years on campus. He hadn’t played baseball since the eighth grade but studied Nolan Ryan pitching videos on YouTube before joining a men’s adult team. He later walked on to the USF baseball team and became the team’s closer. He finished with a 2.21 ERA and nine saves. Signing for $125,000 after the Diamondbacks picked him in the ninth round, Eveld turned in an excellent season in the Northwest League. He recorded a 1.86 ERA and an excellent 31-8 strikeout-to-walk ratio in 29 innings. A fan favorite at Hops home games, he took the mound to the “Monday Night Football” theme. Eveld has a fastball that sits 92-95 mph and touches 97, and he complements it with an above-average power slider at 90-91 mph. He also occasionally uses a changeup and curveball, both which need further refinement. Already 23, Eveld will make the jump to full-season ball at low Class A Kane County in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	2


	1


	1.86


	24


	0







	Minor League Totals


	2


	1


	1.86


	24


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	2


	29


	17


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	2


	29


	17


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	8


	31


	9.6


	0.86


	.168







	Minor League Totals


	8


	31


	9.6


	0.86


	.168











Atlanta Braves
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BY BILL BALLEW


At first glance, a 93-loss season would not seem to be cause for celebration.


Yet the air of optimism in the Braves front office and the organization’s sense of progress go far beyond the imminent christening of a new ballpark in suburban Cobb County in 2017.


The 2016 campaign started on a sluggish note in Atlanta, and manager Fredi Gonzalez was fired after the Braves opened with a 9-28 record. Noticeable improvements did not happen immediately after Triple-A skipper Brian Snitker was promoted to interim manager on May 17, though baby steps led to bigger strides.
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TOMASSO DEROSA


The Braves’ rebuilding strategy focused on finding rotation help for ace Julio Teheran





Atlanta finished strong by winning 20 of its final 30 games, beginning Aug. 30, which was 13 days after shortstop Dansby Swanson, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2015 draft, made his big league debut.


Atlanta’s solid finish not only earned Snitker a one-year contract with a club option for 2018, it also coincided with a campaign that culminated with a winning atmosphere in the minors. Four of the Braves’ six affiliates reached the postseason, with low Class A Rome emerging with the South Atlantic League title and BA Team of the Year honors. Triple-A Gwinnett advanced to the Governors’ Cup Finals in the International League.


Such success is a testament to the talent the Braves have stockpiled under their two-year rebuilding project under the direction of president of baseball operations John Hart and general manager John Coppolella. The organization has emerged from a dire situation in which the system lacked talent and depth to one overflowing with prospects, particularly starting pitchers.


Deals with the Padres and Diamondbacks jump-started the process—and resulted in the acquisitions of, among others, Swanson, lefthander Max Fried and righthander Touki Toussaint—and relieved Atlanta of some veteran contracts, while a handful of other trades contributed to building a nucleus focused on finding rotation help for homegrown ace Julio Teheran.


While trades account for one-third of the Braves’ Top 30 Prospects, the impressive depth in the organization has been accentuated by using the formula incorporated by GM Bobby Cox and scouting director Paul Snyder in the 1980s and maintained under Hall of Fame GM John Schuerholz in the 1990s and 2000s.


Scouting director Brian Bridges has focused on high school pitchers early in both of his draft classes, leading off with lefthander Kolby Allard in 2015 and righthander Ian Anderson in 2016.


Perhaps the boldest moves made by the new regime came in 2016 when the Braves doled out five of the six largest signing bonuses in franchise history while investing more than $22 million between the draft and international market.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2016 Org







	2007


	Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c


	Tigers







	2008


	Jordan Schafer, of


	Dodgers







	2009


	Tommy Hanson, rhp


	Deceased







	2010


	Jason Heyward, of


	Cubs







	2011


	Julio Teheran, rhp


	Braves







	2012


	Julio Teheran, rhp


	Braves







	2013


	Julio Teheran, rhp


	Braves







	2014


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	Braves







	2015


	Jose Peraza, 2b


	Reds







	2016


	Dansby Swanson, ss


	Braves








After inking Dominican outfielder Cristian Pache and Dominican shortstop Derian Cruz in 2015, the Braves acquired several international bonus slots for 2016 and far exceeded their assigned bonus pool by committing for $4.25 million to sign Venezuelan shortstop Kevin Maitan, the top international prospect of the decade, as well as five other players ranked among the top 41.


Few teams in recent times have been more committed to a complete overhaul than the Braves have executed since late 2014. The overall mold is still forming, but the pieces are on the verge of arriving in a fast and furious manner.





ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW



President: John Hart. GM: John Coppolella. Farm director: Dave Trembley. Scouting director: Brian Bridges.






	Class


	Team


	League


	W


	L


	PCT


	Finish


	Manager







	Majors


	Atlanta Braves


	National


	68


	93


	.422


	13th (15)


	F. Gonzalez/B. Snitker







	Triple-A


	Gwinnett Braves


	International


	65


	78


	.455


	10th (14)


	B. Snitker/J. Moses







	Double-A


	Mississippi Braves


	Southern


	73


	65


	.529


	5th (10)


	Luis Salazar







	High Class A


	* Carolina Mudcats


	Carolina


	52


	87


	.374


	8th (8)


	Rocket Wheeler







	Low Class A


	Rome Braves


	South Atlantic


	70


	69


	.504


	9th (14)


	Randy Ingle







	Rookie


	Danville Braves


	Appalachian


	31


	36


	.4th


	7th (10)


	Robinson Cancel







	Rookie


	GCL Braves


	Gulf Coast


	28


	28


	.500


	8th (17)


	Nestor Perez







	Overall 2016 Minor League Record


	319


	363


	.468


	23rd (30)


	 








*Affiliate moves to Kissimmee, Fla., to become Florida Fire Frogs (Florida State) 2017


THIS YEAR’ TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Grade/Risk







	1.


	Dansby Swanson, ss


	65/Low







	2.


	Ozzie Albies, 2b/ss


	65/Medium







	3.


	Kolby Allard, lhp


	60/High







	4.


	Mike Soroka, rhp


	60/High







	5.


	Ian Anderson, rhp


	65/Extreme







	6.


	Ronald Acuna, of


	60/High







	7.


	Kevin Maitan, ss


	65/Extreme







	8.


	Sean Newcomb, lhp


	55/Medium







	9.


	Patrick Weigel, rhp


	60/High







	10.


	Max Fried, lhp


	55/High







	11.


	Austin Riley, 3b


	55/High







	12.


	Touki Toussaint, rhp


	60/Extreme







	13.


	Cristian Pache, of


	55/Extreme







	14.


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	50/High







	15.


	Joey Wentz, lhp


	55/Extreme







	16.


	Dustin Peterson, of


	50/High







	17.


	Kyle Muller, lhp


	55/Extreme







	18.


	A.J. Minter, lhp


	55/Extreme







	19.


	Travis Demeritte, 2b


	50/High







	20.


	Rio Ruiz, 3b


	45/Medium







	21.


	Braxton Davidson, of


	50/High







	22.


	Derian Cruz, ss


	55/Extreme







	23.


	Brett Cumberland, c


	50/High







	24.


	Drew Harrington, lhp


	50/High







	25.


	Bryse Wilson, rhp


	55/Extreme







	26.


	Abrahan Gutierrez, c


	50/Extreme







	27.


	Ray-Patrick Didder, of


	45/High







	28.


	Luke Jackson, rhp


	45/High







	29.


	Alex Jackson, of/c


	50/Extreme







	30.


	Lucas Herbert, c


	50/Extreme








LAST YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Sean Newcomb, lhp


	No. 8







	2.


	Hector Olivera, 3b/of


	Free Agent







	3.


	Kolby Allard, lhp


	No. 3







	4.


	Ozzie Albies, ss


	No. 2







	5.


	Touki Toussaint, rhp


	No. 12







	6.


	Austin Riley, 3b


	No. 11







	7.


	Max Fried, lhp


	No. 10







	8.


	Mallex Smith, of


	Majors







	9.


	Mike Soroka, rhp


	No. 4







	10.


	Braxton Davidson, of


	No. 21







	11.


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	No. 14







	12.


	Manny Banuelos, lhp


	(Angels)







	13.


	Chris Ellis, rhp


	(Cardinals)







	14.


	Tyrell Jenkins, rhp


	(Rangers)







	15.


	Ricardo Sanchez, lhp


	Dropped out







	16.


	John Gant, rhp


	(Cardinals)







	17.


	Rio Ruiz, 3b


	No. 20







	18.


	Lucas Herbert, c


	No. 30







	19.


	Zack Bird, rhp


	(Rangers)







	20.


	Dustin Peterson, of


	No. 16







	21.


	Jason Hursh, rhp


	Dropped out







	22.


	Shae Simmons, rhp


	Majors







	23.


	Brady Feigl, lhp


	(Rangers)







	24.


	Dan Winkler, rhp


	Dropped out







	25.


	Johan Camargo, ss


	Dropped out







	26.


	Ronald Acuna, of


	No. 6







	27.


	Mauricio Cabrera, rhp


	Majors







	28.


	Andrew Thurman, rhp


	Free Agent







	29.


	Rob Whalen, rhp


	(Mariners)







	30.


	Steve Janas, rhp


	Dropped out








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter for Average


	Ozzie Albies







	Best Power Hitter


	Austin Riley







	Best Strike Zone Discipline


	Ronald Acuna







	Fastest Baserunner


	Anfernee Seymour







	Best Athlete


	Derian Cruz







	Best Fastball


	Lucas Sims







	Best Curveball


	Max Fried







	Best Slider


	A.J. Minter







	Best Changeup


	Kolby Allard







	Best Control


	Mike Soroka







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Lucas Herbert







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Dansby Swanson







	Best Infield Arm


	Ozzie Albies







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Cristian Pache







	Best Outfield Arm


	Ray-Patrick Didder








PROJECTED 2020 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Tyler Flowers







	First Base


	Freddie Freeman







	Second Base


	Ozzie Albies







	Third Base


	Austin Riley







	Shortstop


	Dansby Swanson







	Left Field


	Dustin Peterson







	Center Field


	Ender Inciarte







	Right Field


	Ronald Acuna







	No. 1 Starter


	Julio Teheran







	No. 2 Starter


	Kolby Allard







	No. 3 Starter


	Mike Soroka







	No. 4 Starter


	Ian Anderson







	No. 5 Starter


	Sean Newcomb







	Closer


	Patrick Weigel











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



ATLANTA BRAVES


TOP 2017 ROOKIE: Dansby Swanson, ss. He barely retained his rookie eligibility but is poised to bat toward the top of the Atlanta lineup.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: Cristian Pache, of. The multi-tooled center fielder has the ability to make an immediate impact in his first full season.


SLEEPER: Corbin Clouse, lhp. Drafted in the 27th round in 2016, he has the makeup to be a closer to go with a mid-90s fastball and curveball that flashes plus.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	14


	Acquired


	16







	College


	4


	Trades


	11







	Junior college


	0


	Rule 5 draft


	0







	High school


	10


	Independent leagues


	0







	Draft-and-follow


	0


	Free agents/waivers


	0







	Nondrafted free agents


	0


	International


	5
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2016


BEST PURE HITTER: C Brett Cumberland (2) had less-than-stellar numbers in his pro debut, but he was the Pacific 12 Conference player of the year as a draft-eligible sophomore, thanks largely to his .344 batting average. 1B Ramon Osuna (13) was a prolific junior college hitter and batted .276/.342/.423 in his pro debut at Rookie-level Danville.


BEST POWER: Cumberland shows plus raw power in batting practice and can drive the ball out to the opposite field.


FASTEST RUNNER: 2B Matt Gonzalez (6) was a solid senior sign and gets to first base with above-average to plus run times.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: SS Marcus Mooney (10) was an inexpensive signing, but has smooth hands and long, rangy actions at shortstop.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Ian Anderson (1) pitches at 92-95 mph and can touch as high as 97 with the ability to command the pitch. RHP Devan Watts (17) and LHP Corbin Clouse (27) can each reach 95 mph, and Clouse shows intriguing fastball life.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: Anderson’s late-breaking curveball and changeup both earn plus grades from some scouts. LHP Joey Wentz (1s) also earns plus grades for his curveball.


BEST PRO DEBUT: The Braves’ prep pitchers shoved in their debuts. Anderson allowed two runs or fewer in all but one of his outings. Clouse earned a quick promotion to low Class A Rome; he struck out 53 batters in just 30.1 innings out of the bullpen. Wilson and Muller were unhittable in the Rookie-level Gulf Coast League. Wentz’s velocity dipped a bit, but he earned a promotion to Danville. RHP Jeremy Walker (5) saw a jump in stuff and command.


BEST ATHLETE: LHP Kyle Muller (1s) was a prolific two-way player in high school, showing plus raw power and above-average speed in addition to his prowess on the mound. Wilson was a standout prep football player.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: Watts is a converted position player, while Wentz originally was more highly regarded as a power-hitting first baseman before a strong start to the spring season. The Braves signed three sons of former major leaguers: RHP Cameron Stanton (30) is the son of ex-Braves and Yankees lefty Mike Stanton; 2B Nick Shumpert (28) is the son of Terry Shumpert; OF Jared James (34) is the son of Dion James, another ex-Brave.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: LHP Drew Harrington (3) has excellent command and could move quickly, either as a potential back-of-the-rotation starter or solid lefthanded middle reliever.


BEST LATE-ROUND PICK:Clouse’s excellent fastball and breaking ball made him the Braves’ top late-round steal. Watts also has arm strength and a potentially above-average slider. Watts could shoot through the system with a strong fastball-slider repertoire and success at low Class A under his belt. RHP Matt Rowland (11) has upside with his fastball and slider.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: RHP Cameron Jabara (31) has a projectable build and a promising arsenal of offspeed pitches, but he chose to attend Oregon instead.


2015


Atlanta drafted high-ceiling talents in LHPs Kolby Allard (1) and A.J. Minter (2s), RHPs Mike Soroka (1) and Patrick Weigel (7) and 3B Austin Riley (1s). They subsequently acquired the No. 1 overall pick Dansby Swanson from Arizona in the Shelby Miller deal.


GRADE: A


2014


OF Braxton Davidson (1) has shown flashes of being a profile corner bat. RHP Max Povse (3) made progress but was traded to Seattle. RHP Bradley Roney (8) has reached Triple-A.


GRADE: D


2013


RHP Jason Hursh (1) and LHP Matt Marksberry (15) have reached the big leagues in relief roles. Switch-hitting C Victor Caratini (2), the best prospect of the class, was traded to the Cubs in 2014.


GRADE: D


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2016 Org







	2007


	Jason Heyward, of


	Cubs







	2008


	Brett DeVall (1st round supp.)


	Did not play







	2009


	Mike Minor, lhp


	Royals







	2010


	Matt Lipka, ss (1st round supp.)


	Braves







	2011


	Sean Gilmartin, lhp


	Mets







	2012


	Lucas Sims, rhp


	Braves







	2013


	Jason Hursh, rhp


	Braves







	2014


	Braxton Davidson, of


	Braves







	2015


	Kolby Allard, lhp


	Braves







	2016


	Ian Anderson, rhp


	Braves








LARGEST BONUSES IN CLUB HISTORY






	Ian Anderson, 2016


	$4,000,000







	Kevin Maitan, 2016


	$4,000,000







	Abrahan Gutierrez, 2016


	$3,500,000







	Joey Wentz, 2016


	$3,050,000







	Kolby Allard, 2015


	$3,042,400











1 DANSBY SWANSON, SS
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TOMASSO DEROSA







BA GRADE


65


Risk: Low


SCOUTING GRADES


Batting: 60.


Power: 50.


Speed: 60.


Defense: 60.


Arm: 60.


Based on 20-80 scouting scale and future projection rather than present tools.





Born: Feb. 11, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 190. Drafted: Vanderbilt, 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Nate Birtwell (Diamondbacks).


Winning has become synonymous with Swanson since he was a dual-sport athlete at Marietta High in suburban Atlanta. He was part of two state championships in basketball and was a member of the East Cobb Yankees, a team that won the 2012 Perfect Game national championship. After opting to attend Vanderbilt despite being drafted by the Rockies in the 38th round in 2012, Swanson overcame a broken foot and a shoulder injury as a freshman, then led the Commodores to the program’s first College World Series national championship as a sophomore in 2014. He earned CWS Most Outstanding Player honors while hitting .323. He moved from second base to shortstop as a junior and helped guide Vandy back to the CWS finals in 2015. That month the Diamondbacks made Swanson the first overall pick in the draft. Hit in the face by a pitch during a simulated game, he bounced back in time to be part of short-season Hillsboro’s Northwest League championship in his pro debut. Three months later, Arizona sent Swanson, outfielder Ender Inciarte and righthander Aaron Blair to the Braves for righthander Shelby Miller and low Class A lefthander Gabe Speier. He proceeded to tear up the high Class A Carolina League for a month in 2016 before moving on to the Double-A Southern League, where he ranked as the No. 1 prospect in the circuit. He made his major league debut as Atlanta’s starting shortstop on Aug. 17, stroking two hits in four at-bats against the Twins. He batted 129 times, thus retaining his rookie eligibility for 2017 by just two at-bats.


Braves scouting director Brian Bridges got to know Swanson well during the latter’s high school career and loved everything the shortstop brought to the table at a young age. Rated by SL managers as the league’s best defensive shortstop, Swanson has outstanding quickness with exceptional range, soft and steady hands, and above-average arm strength with excellent accuracy on his throws. He uses his intelligence and superior feel for the game to anticipate plays, which helped him lead all minor league shortstops with an average of 3.27 assists per game in 2016. His cerebral approach is also noticeable on offense, where he uses his above-average speed to take the extra base. An ideal No. 2 hitter, Swanson makes hard and consistent contact with his advanced approach at the plate. His patience and feel for the strike zone allow him to work counts and pile up walks. He also is capable of executing the hit-and-run and driving the ball to all fields, and he should have at least average power once he gains more experience at the game’s top level. The biggest question scouts have is how much his power will play to go along with a fairly high strikeout rate going back to his Vanderbilt days.


Swanson looked the part as Atlanta’s long-term answer at shortstop over the final seven weeks of the 2016 campaign. While he may not put up the kind of numbers to garner perennial MVP consideration, his steady and consistent performance on the field and his overall makeup and personality off it, while playing his home games in the county where he was born, make Swanson a natural fit for a rebuilding organization. He’s positioned to be a face for the franchise as its starting shortstop for years to come.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	SS


	.289


	22


	83


	19


	24







	2016


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.333


	21


	78


	14


	26







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.261


	84


	333


	54


	87







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	.302


	38


	129


	20


	39







	Major League Totals


	.302


	38


	129


	20


	39







	Minor League Totals


	.277


	127


	494


	87


	137












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	7


	3


	1


	11


	14







	2016


	Carolina (CAR)


	12


	0


	1


	10


	15







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	13


	5


	8


	45


	35







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	7


	1


	3


	17


	13







	Major League Totals


	7


	1


	3


	17


	13







	Minor League Totals


	32


	8


	10


	66


	64












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	14


	0


	0


	.394


	.482







	2016


	Carolina (CAR)


	13


	7


	1


	.441


	.526







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	71


	6


	2


	.342


	.402







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	34


	3


	0


	.361


	.442







	Major League Totals


	34


	3


	0


	.361


	.442







	Minor League Totals


	98


	13


	3


	.367


	.435











2 OZZIE ALBIES, 2B/SS


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


65


Risk: Medium





Born: Jan. 7, 1997. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-9. Wt.: 160. Signed: Curacao, 2013. Signed by: Dargello Lodowica.


Albies continued his rapid ascent through the organization in 2016. At age 19, he skipped high Class A and led the Double-A Southern League in average (.321) and on-base percentage (.391). Despite struggling during a two-month stint in Triple-A at midseason, he thrived in a return to Mississippi before breaking the tip of a bone in his right elbow on Sept. 9, keeping him out of the SL playoffs. Strictly a shortstop prior to 2016, Albies shifted to second base when he teamed with Dansby Swanson at Mississippi. The definition of a quick-twitch athlete, Albies’ first-step quickness, soft hands, above-average arm strength and baseball instincts make him a plus defender at both middle-infield spots. He has work to do making the pivot on double plays, which should come with experience. His offensive strength is his ability to make hard and consistent contact from both sides of the plate, thanks to his plus bat speed and superior hand-eye coordination. He drives the ball better than advertised, draws walks and uses his plus speed to beat out grounders and steal bases, making him an ideal top-of-the-lineup hitter. Atlanta’s long-term second baseman, Albies is headed for Triple-A Gwinnett in 2017 with his first big league callup not far off. .






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.381


	19


	63


	16


	24







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.356


	38


	135


	25


	48







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.310


	98


	394


	64


	122







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.248


	56


	222


	27


	55







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.321


	82


	330


	56


	106







	Minor League Totals


	.310


	293


	1144


	188


	355












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	3


	0


	0


	5


	11







	 


	Danville (APP)


	4


	3


	1


	14


	17







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	21


	8


	0


	37


	36







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	11


	3


	2


	20


	19







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	22


	7


	4


	33


	33







	Minor League Totals


	61


	21


	7


	109


	116












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	6


	7


	2


	.481


	.429







	 


	Danville (APP)


	17


	15


	3


	.429


	.452







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	56


	29


	8


	.368


	.404







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	39


	9


	4


	.307


	.351







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	57


	21


	9


	.391


	.467







	Minor League Totals


	175


	81


	26


	.377


	.419











3 KOLBY ALLARD, LHP


[image: Images]




BA GRADE


60


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 13, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—San Clemente, Calif., 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Dan Cox.


The Braves selected Allard 14th overall in 2015 after he fell in the draft because of a stress reaction in his back that caused him to miss most of his senior year of high school. He had minor surgery after signing and was held back in extended spring training as a precaution to open 2016. Allard opened at low Class A Rome in June before the Rookie-level Danville season started, then returned to Rome after five starts and got better as the year went on. Allard went 4-0, 1.72 with 37 strikeouts in 31 innings in August before tossing 12 shutout innings in the South Atlantic League playoffs. The lefthander has an excellent feel for pitching and works down in the strike zone. His fastball sits at 90-94 mph and possesses late cutting action. He mixes his heater with a plus hammer curveball with a 1-to-7 drop that may be his best pitch. Allard has made outstanding progress with his changeup that could improve to the point where he winds up with three plus pitches. He throws a lot of strikes and should have above-average command when he matures. Allard has the overall package to be a No. 2 or 3 starter in the big leagues. He should open 2017 at Atlanta’s new Florida State League affiliate but could make the jump to Double-A during the campaign.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	3


	3







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	R


	3


	0


	1.32


	5


	5







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	5


	3


	3.73


	11


	11







	Minor League Totals


	8


	3


	2.79


	19


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	6


	1


	0







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	27


	18


	0







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	60


	54


	5







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	94


	73


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	12


	18.0


	0.17


	.053







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	5


	33


	10.9


	0.84


	.186







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	20


	62


	9.2


	1.23


	.244







	Minor League Totals


	25


	107


	10.3


	1.05


	.217











4 MIKE SOROKA, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


60


Risk: High





Born: August 4, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 195. Drafted: HS—Calgary, 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Brett Evert.


The Braves loved what they saw in Soroka when he pitched on the Canadian Junior National Team and they took the righthander with the 28th overall pick in the 2015 draft. Efficient due to his advanced feel for pitching, Soroka wound up working more innings (143) than any prep first-rounder in his first full season in at least a decade. He served as No. 1 starter in both rounds of the South Atlantic League playoffs for low Class A Rome. Soroka’s intelligence is readily apparent on the mound and helped him adjust after lefthanded hitters pounded him in his pro debut. He switched sides of the pitching rubber to locate better to his glove side and it worked. He limited lefthanders to a .648 OPS in 2016. Soroka mixes three above-average pitches with aplomb and generates lots of groundouts due to his plus control and ability to pound the lower half of the strike zone. His 90-92 mph fastball has excellent sinking action and touches 95 when he guns for a strikeout. His curveball has tight spin, his changeup has solid movement and he reads hitters’ swings to attack their weakness. Strong with a solid presence on the bump, Soroka is a former hockey player and a solid all-around athlete who fields his position well. Soroka was one of the youngest players in his draft class and among the youngest pitchers in the SAL in 2016. While his next step will be high Class A, he projects as a mid-rotation starter in the big leagues.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	1.80


	4


	3







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	2


	3.75


	6


	6







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	9


	9


	3.02


	25


	24







	Minor League Totals


	9


	11


	3.05


	35


	33












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	10


	5


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	24


	28


	0







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	143


	130


	3







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	177


	163


	3












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	11


	9.9


	0.60


	.143







	 


	Danville (APP)


	4


	26


	9.8


	1.33


	.283







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	32


	125


	7.9


	1.13


	.244







	Minor League Totals


	37


	162


	8.2


	1.13


	.245











5 IAN ANDERSON, RHP




[image: Image]


BILL MITCHELL







BA GRADE


65


Risk: Extreme





Born: May 2, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 170. Drafted: HS—Clifton Park, N.Y., 2016 (1st round). Signed by: Greg Morhardt.


Anderson attracted attention in the Metropolitan Baseball Classic prior to his junior year and took off when he pitched against fellow New York state prep and 2015 first-round pick Garrett Whitley the following spring. Despite battling pneumonia and a minor injury during his senior year, Anderson ranked high on the Braves’ 2016 draft board, and Atlanta drafted the lanky, projectable righthander third overall and signed him for a below-slot $4 million. He possesses the classic combination of current ability with the potential to become even better with experience and physical development. A cerebral pitcher who was a Vanderbilt commit, he has impressed with his calm, mature approach and ability to dissect the strike zone with his impressive command and ability to work both sides of the plate. He throws all three of his pitches from the same release point, which makes them difficult for hitters to decipher. His fastball sits 92-94 mph and has touched 97. He also throws a late-breaking curveball, with above-average potential and 10-to-4 shape at 79-81 mph and a plus changeup in the mid-80s. After spending his pro debut at Atlanta’s two Rookie-level affiliates, Anderson will open 2017 at low Class A Rome. From there he has the ability to move quickly as he develops into a mid-rotation starter at the big league level.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	0


	0.00


	5


	5







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	2


	3.74


	5


	5







	Minor League Totals


	1


	2


	2.04


	10


	10












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	18


	14


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	22


	19


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	40


	33


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	4


	18


	9.0


	1.00


	.222







	 


	Danville (APP)


	8


	18


	7.5


	1.25


	.244







	Minor League Totals


	12


	36


	8.2


	1.13


	.234











6 RONALD ACUNA, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


60


Risk: High





Born: Dec. 18, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 180. Signed: Venezuela, 2014. Signed by: Rolando Petit.


The Braves have been aggressive in challenging Acuna since he signed for a modest $100,000 in 2014. He performed well in his U.S. debut after bypassing the Dominican Summer League in 2015 and proceeded to get off to a fast start at low Class A Rome in 2016 before a broken thumb sidelined him from mid-May to mid-August. Despite the injury, Acuna displayed his electric tools in all phases of the game. He uses his plus speed to cover center field from gap to gap and has the arm strength to play any position in the garden. He reads balls well, takes good angles and shows impressive anticipation along with excellent first-step quickness. Acuna is aggressive at the plate but has above-average discipline for a teenager. While his body is still developing, he has plus raw power and barrels pitches consistently with his above-average bat speed. Those traits should allow him to hit for average at higher levels. He needs work on stealing bases more consistently but has the speed to make an impact on the basepaths. His shortened season at Rome notwithstanding, Acuna should open the 2017 campaign at high Class A Florida after making up for lost time in the winter Australian Baseball League. Though risky, Acuna has as high a ceiling as any Braves position player.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.258


	37


	132


	31


	34







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.290


	18


	69


	10


	20







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.333


	2


	6


	1


	2







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.311


	40


	148


	27


	46







	Minor League Totals


	.287


	97


	355


	69


	102












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	9


	2


	3


	11


	18







	 


	Danville (APP)


	5


	2


	1


	7


	10







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	0


	1


	1







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	2


	2


	4


	18


	18







	Minor League Totals


	16


	6


	8


	37


	47












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	23


	11


	3


	.376


	.424







	 


	Danville (APP)


	19


	5


	1


	.388


	.464







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	0


	0


	.500


	.333







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	28


	14


	7


	.387


	.432







	Minor League Totals


	71


	30


	11


	.385


	.434











7 KEVIN MAITAN, SS




[image: Image]


CLIFF WELCH







BA GRADE


65


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 12, 2000. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 175. Signed: Venezuela, 2016. Signed by: Gordon Blakeley/Mike Silvestri/Rolando Petit.


Maitan began to attract the attention of scouts in Venezuela at age 13. Over the next three years, the power-hitting shortstop emerged as the top international prospect and was considered the best foreign amateur to hit the market since Miguel Sano in 2009. Maneuvering their way to make a big splash on the international market in 2016, the Braves made Maitan their primary target and signed him for $4.25 million. He draws comparisons with Chipper Jones for his ability to hit for power and average from both sides of the plate. He gets more loft from the right side but shows an advanced feel for the strike zone and excellent discipline. Like Jones, Maitan is a physical player with solid athleticism and high baseball intelligence. Given his current size, he may move to third base as his body matures, though his easy actions and footwork and strong arm suggest he could remain up the middle. Either way the Braves envision a middle-of-the-lineup hitter thanks his plus raw power. Were Maitan an American player eligible for the draft, he would have been in the 2018 class. He’s advanced enough to open his pro career at one of the Braves’ Rookie-level affiliates.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract











8 SEAN NEWCOMB, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium





Born: June 12, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 240. Drafted: Hartford, 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Nick Gorneault (Angels).


The 15th overall pick in the 2014 draft, Newcomb was the centerpiece of the deal that sent Andrelton Simmons to the Angels after the 2015 campaign. A two-sport standout in high school prior to pitching at Hartford, he appeared in the Futures Game during his lone season with the Angels before leading the Double-A Southern League with 152 strikeouts and ranking second with a .224 opponent average in 2016. Newcomb is a power pitcher who improved the consistency of his delivery over the course of the 2016 season. His fastball ranges from 90-95 mph but sits at 92-93 and tends to jump out of his hand due to his ability to hide the ball until he releases it. He records many of his strikeouts with a hard, tight curveball that possesses plus spin and sits at 77-78 mph. Newcomb’s mid-80s changeup is at least a solid-average offering but lacks late movement. He tends to lose his rhythm and focus on occasion, helping produce his below-average control, and he needs to get more aggressive with his pitch selection when he’s ahead in the count. Newcomb has the broad-shouldered frame and strength to be a workhorse in a big league rotation—if he throws enough strikes. He is ready for Triple-A Gwinnett in 2017 and should make his major league debut at some point during the season.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	3.00


	2


	2







	 


	Burlington (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	6.94


	4


	4







	2015


	Burlington (MWL)


	LoA


	1


	0


	1.83


	7


	7







	 


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	HiA


	6


	1


	2.47


	13


	13







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	AA


	2


	2


	2.75


	7


	7







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	8


	7


	3.86


	27


	27







	Minor League Totals


	17


	11


	3.28


	60


	60












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	0


	0


	3


	3


	1







	 


	Burlington (MWL)


	0


	0


	12


	13


	1







	2015


	Burlington (MWL)


	0


	0


	34


	25


	1







	 


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	0


	0


	66


	50


	2







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	0


	0


	36


	22


	2







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	1


	0


	140


	113


	4







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	291


	226


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Angels (AZL)


	1


	3


	9.0


	1.33


	.273







	 


	Burlington (MWL)


	5


	15


	11.6


	1.54


	.289







	2015


	Burlington (MWL)


	19


	45


	11.8


	1.28


	.208







	 


	Inland Empire (CAL)


	33


	84


	11.5


	1.26


	.207







	 


	Arkansas (TL)


	24


	39


	9.8


	1.28


	.176







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	71


	152


	9.8


	1.31


	.224







	Minor League Totals


	153


	338


	10.5


	1.30


	.216











9 PATRICK WEIGEL, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


60


Risk: High





Born: July 8, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-6. Wt.: 220. Drafted: Houston, 2015 (7th round). Signed by: Darin Vaughan.


Weigel pitched for three schools in college and was a reliever at Houston when the Braves made him a 2015 seventh-round pick. A mediocre pro debut at Rookie-level Danville that year did little to excite the masses before the righthander displayed the ability to throw four pitches for strikes at low Class A Rome in 2016. He wound up ranking second in the organization in wins (11) and ERA and tying for second in strikeouts (152) while finishing the season at Double-A. Standing 6-foot-6 and possessing a live arm, Weigel has an intimidating presence on the mound. His fastball sits 94-95 mph and touches 98, which is velocity that overpowered most low Class A South Atlantic League hitters. He mixes his heater with a sweeping mid-70s curveball, a hard mid-80s slider with short, downward action and a changeup that is inconsistent but flashes plus potential when he throws it properly. The development of his changeup could determine whether Weigel starts or relieves at higher levels. He also has ironed out most of the control problems that hampered him in college but needs to fine-tune his command. A classic late bloomer, Weigel will return to Double-A Mississippi to open 2017 and could be knocking on the door to the big leagues by the end of the season.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	R


	0


	3


	4.53


	14


	14







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	10


	4


	2.51


	22


	21







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	2


	2.18


	3


	3







	Minor League Totals


	11


	9


	3.00


	39


	38












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	52


	53


	2







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	129


	92


	7







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	21


	9


	2







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	201


	154


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	26


	49


	8.5


	1.53


	.256







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	47


	135


	9.4


	1.08


	.203







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	8


	17


	7.4


	0.82


	.132







	Minor League Totals


	81


	201


	9.0


	1.17


	.212











10 MAX FRIED, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: Jan. 18, 1994. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Los Angeles, 2012 (1st round). Signed by: Brent Mayne (Padres).


Atlanta finally had the opportunity to see Fried on the mound after the Braves acquired him from the Padres in December 2014 as part of the Justin Upton trade. The seventh overall pick in the 2012 draft, Fried missed much of 2014 and all of 2015 while recovering from Tommy John surgery. Other than a blister problem that cost him a month at midseason, the lefthander showed few ill effects from the procedure while making 21 appearances at low Class A Rome in 2016. Fried displayed an increase in overall maturity and overcame some early-season rustiness with his fastball command to overpower hitters late in the campaign. He struck out 10 batters in each of his last two starts before notching 11 in his first playoff appearance. Fried showed a plus fastball at 92-95 mph and even touched 97 on several occasions, though his fastball command is below-average. He throws a hard curveball that generated many of his strikeouts. He also throws a slower breaking ball primarily early in counts and became more consistent with both breaking balls as the year progressed. Fried’s improving changeup features solid fade and depth and generates swings and misses. He finished the season with 44 strikeouts in his last 25.1 innings, counting the South Atlantic League playoffs. He’ll try to maintain that momentum in 2017 at high Class A Florida. With more command, he could pitch toward the front of a big league rotation.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Padres (AZL)


	R


	0


	0


	5.40


	3


	3







	 


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	0


	1


	4.76


	2


	2







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	8


	7


	3.93


	21


	20







	Minor League Totals


	14


	16


	3.74


	59


	57












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Padres (AZL)


	0


	0


	5


	8


	0







	 


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	0


	0


	6


	7


	1







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	103


	87


	10







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	250


	223


	19












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Padres (AZL)


	3


	8


	14.4


	2.20


	.348







	 


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	2


	2


	3.2


	1.59


	.318







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	47


	112


	9.8


	1.30


	.236







	Minor League Totals


	114


	239


	8.6


	1.35


	.246











11 AUSTIN RILEY, 3B




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: April 2, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 230. Drafted: HS—Southaven, Miss., 2015 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Don Thomas.


Riley was a premier two-way player in high school who was considered more of a pitching prospect until the Braves took him 41st overall as a hitter. After a stellar debut in Rookie ball in 2015, Riley overcame a slow start in the South Atlantic League to help lead low Class A Rome to a championship while leading the organization in home runs (20) and ranking second in RBIs (80). His youth and inexperience showed early, when pitchers took advantage of his inability to hit pitches in on his hands, before he made an adjustment with his hitting setup that resulted in a more direct path to inside pitches. Riley barreled the ball consistently and reduced his strikeout rate after the adjustment, allowing him to tap into his double-plus raw power. He has plus arm strength at third base, but his hands are not particularly soft and he needs to improve on balls hit to his left. Some scouts believe he would be better served moving to first base or left field, the latter of which may be a stretch with his below-average speed. The Braves believe Riley can be an impact bat in the middle of the lineup. The primary question centers on which corner position he will play. A promotion to high Class A Florida awaits in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.255


	30


	106


	18


	27







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.351


	30


	111


	18


	39







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.271


	129


	495


	68


	134







	Minor League Totals


	.281


	189


	712


	104


	200












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	0


	7


	21


	12







	 


	Danville (APP)


	9


	1


	5


	19


	14







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	39


	2


	20


	80


	39







	Minor League Totals


	53


	3


	32


	120


	65












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	37


	2


	1


	.331


	.500







	 


	Danville (APP)


	28


	0


	1


	.443


	.586







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	147


	3


	3


	.324


	.479







	Minor League Totals


	212


	5


	5


	.345


	.499











12 TOUKI TOUSSAINT, RHP




BA GRADE


60


Risk: Extreme





Born: June 20, 2016. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Coral Springs, Fla., 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Frankie Thon Jr. (Diamondbacks).


Toussaint had one of the most electric arms in the 2014 draft and went 16th overall to the Diamondbacks. After a year in the Arizona system, the righthander was traded on his birthday, along with Bronson Arroyo (and his salary), to the Braves for utility infielder Phil Gosselin. The inexplicable move was Atlanta’s gain, particularly after Toussaint began to show his previous potential after dropping his arm slot from overhand to three-quarters in 2016 under the tutelage of low Class A Rome pitching coach Dan Meyer. The alteration made Toussaint’s delivery more compact and efficient. At the same time, his mid-90s fastball became a swing-and-miss pitch, and his sharp, fall-from-the-sky curveball, which D-backs officials encouraged him not to rely on, returned to its previous status as a plus pitch. As a result, Toussaint’s strikeout rate improved from 6.0 per nine innings in the first half to 11.2 in the second. He still is inconsistent with his changeup, though it flashed above-average as an amateur, and he has struggled with his overall control. His progress with his third pitch will determine whether his long-term role is starter or reliever, but better control is mandatory in either situation. He will attempt to improve in those departments in 2017 at high Class A Florida.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	R


	1


	1


	4.80


	7


	5







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	R


	1


	3


	12.51


	5


	5







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	LoA


	2


	2


	3.69


	7


	7







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	3


	5


	5.73


	10


	10







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	4


	8


	3.88


	27


	24







	Minor League Totals


	11


	19


	4.74


	56


	51












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	0


	0


	15


	14


	0







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	0


	0


	14


	24


	5







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	0


	0


	39


	31


	4







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	0


	49


	40


	6







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	0


	132


	105


	13







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	249


	214


	28












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Diamondbacks (AZL)


	12


	17


	10.2


	1.73


	.237







	 


	Missoula (PIO)


	6


	15


	9.9


	2.20


	.381







	2015


	Kane County (MWL)


	15


	29


	6.7


	1.18


	.218







	 


	Rome (SAL)


	33


	38


	7.0


	1.50


	.229







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	71


	128


	8.7


	1.33


	.217







	Minor League Totals


	137


	227


	8.2


	1.41


	.232











13 CRISTIAN PACHE, OF




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Nov. 19, 1998. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 185. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2015. Signed by: Matias Laureano.


Pache ranked as the No. 21 international prospect in the 2015 class, and the Braves signed the young outfielder for $1.4 million. He progressed rapidly in 2016, starting the season in the Rookie-level Gulf Coast League before moving up the Appalachian League. He ranked among the Top 10 Prospects in both leagues. A lanky, electric player, Pache has an unorthodox swing with a hard stride but manages to make consistent contact because of his superior hand-eye coordination. He rarely swings and misses, and he has the ability to spray line drives from gap to gap. Pache’s pitch recognition and feel for the strike zone need work, but he has overcome those shortcomings to this point because he can hit virtually anything he can reach. Pache has double-plus speed he uses on the basepaths as well as in center field, where he could become a Gold Glove defender. He has exceptional range to both sides and outstanding closing speed with above-average arm strength. Pache needs work coming in on balls and taking better angles, but he is advanced for someone who will play the entire 2017 season, most likely at low Class A Rome, at age 18.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.283


	27


	106


	16


	30







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.333


	30


	114


	12


	38







	Minor League Totals


	.309


	57


	220


	28


	68












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	4


	0


	11


	6







	 


	Danville (APP)


	2


	3


	0


	10


	7







	Minor League Totals


	4


	7


	0


	21


	13












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	11


	7


	3


	.325


	.377







	 


	Danville (APP)


	13


	4


	2


	.372


	.404







	Minor League Totals


	24


	11


	5


	.349


	.391











14 LUCAS SIMS, RHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: May 10, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 195. Drafted: HS—Snellville, Ga., 2012 (1st round). Signed by: Brian Bridges.


One of the few remaining prospects from the Frank Wren era, Sims was the 21st overall pick in 2012. After missing two months in 2015 with injuries he suffered in a bus wreck at high Class A Carolina, Sims had a full slate in 2016 that included a disastrous stretch at Triple-A Gwinnett in May and June. However, he regained his dominant form upon his second-half return to Double-A Mississippi and ranked fifth in the minors with 159 strikeouts. A competitive and aggressive righthander with outstanding athleticism, Sims challenges hitters with his plus fastball that sits 93-95 mph and touches 97 with armside run. He mixes it well with his above-average 77-79 mph curveball with a hard, late break. His difficulties have centered the slow development of his changeup and his inability to maintain consistent control and focus, leading to 92 walks, the fourth-highest total in the minors in 2016. He has altered his delivery multiple times with varying degrees of success but has not conquered his wildness. Sims may be headed for a relief role at the major league level, potentially as a closer. The Braves will to give him another shot to gain consistency with his third pitch and remain in the rotation at Triple-A in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	HiA


	8


	11


	4.19


	28


	28







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	9.00


	2


	2







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	3


	4


	5.18


	9


	9







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	4


	2


	3.21


	9


	9







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	2


	6


	7.56


	11


	10







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	5


	5


	2.67


	17


	17







	Minor League Totals


	36


	36


	3.91


	115


	104












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	0


	0


	157


	146


	12







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	5


	7


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	1


	0


	40


	39


	2







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	48


	29


	1







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	0


	50


	56


	12







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	91


	64


	3







	Minor League Totals


	2


	0


	541


	452


	36












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Lynchburg (CAR)


	57


	107


	6.1


	1.30


	.247







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	2


	7


	12.6


	1.80


	.333







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	23


	37


	8.3


	1.55


	.260







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	29


	56


	10.6


	1.22


	.180







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	37


	58


	10.4


	1.86


	.280







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	55


	101


	10.0


	1.31


	.203







	Minor League Totals


	262


	539


	9.0


	1.32


	.229











15 JOEY WENTZ, LHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Oct. 6, 1997. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-5. Wt.: 210. Drafted: HS—Prairie Village, Kan., 2016 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Nate Dion.


A two-way prep standout with a power bat at first base, Wentz overcame a dead arm following his junior season to reemerge as premier pitcher with physical projection remaining. The 40th overall pick in 2016, Wentz signed for an above-slot $3.05 million to forgo a Virginia commitment and earned a promotion to Rookie-level Danville after four dominant Rookie-level Gulf Coast League outings. Scouts love Wentz’s tall, lanky build, his easy, repeatable mechanics and his potential as he adds strength and maturity. A decent athlete who repeats his short arm action with consistency, he uses his 6-foot-5 frame to his advantage by pitching downhill and extending toward the plate. Despite struggling with walks at Danville, he has demonstrated at least average control of three pitches. His fastball has good armside run down in the zone and sat at 87-91 mph in pro ball after touching 96 in high school. His upper-70s curveball has late depth, and he shows an advanced feel for a changeup with fade that flashes plus potential. With as much pitching depth as the Braves have in the minors, Wentz can move slowly and spend the entire 2017 season at low Class A Rome. Long-term, he has the ability to be at least a No. 3 starter in the big leagues.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	4


	4







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	1


	4


	5.06


	8


	8







	Minor League Totals


	1


	4


	3.68


	12


	12












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	12


	3


	0







	 


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	32


	31


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	44


	34


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	5


	18


	13.5


	0.67


	.083







	 


	Danville (APP)


	20


	35


	9.8


	1.59


	.265







	Minor League Totals


	25


	53


	10.8


	1.34


	.222











16 DUSTIN PETERSON, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 10, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Gilbert, Ariz., 2013 (2nd round). Signed by: Dave Lottsfeldt (Padres).


Part of the Braves’ prospect haul from the Padres in the Justin Upton deal following the 2014 season, Peterson had his best season at Double-A Mississippi in 2016. He led the Southern League with 38 doubles, ranked second in RBIs (88) and third in hits (148). He homered twice in a June series against his brother D.J., a Mariners prospect and 2013 first-round pick. Peterson is an offense-first player with above-average bat speed and the ability to generate backspin with his quick hands and whip-like swing. He has an advanced approach at the plate but tends to accumulate strikeouts due to his tendency to swing and miss. The former third baseman continued to become more comfortable in left field and even saw some time in center in 2016. His glovework, which is fringe-average with his average speed and improving routes, likely limits him to left at higher levels. Peterson has the ability to be a steady contributor but projects as more of a complementary piece at the major league level rather than as a star. He’s set for Triple-A Gwinnett in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	LoA


	.233


	126


	527


	64


	123







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.251


	118


	446


	58


	112







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.282


	132


	524


	65


	148







	Minor League Totals


	.259


	414


	1654


	207


	429












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	31


	3


	10


	79


	25







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	15


	2


	8


	62


	44







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	38


	2


	12


	88


	45







	Minor League Totals


	92


	7


	30


	247


	123












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Fort Wayne (MWL)


	137


	1


	3


	.274


	.361







	2015


	Carolina (CAR)


	91


	6


	3


	.317


	.348







	2016


	Mississippi (SL)


	100


	4


	1


	.343


	.431







	Minor League Totals


	361


	14


	7


	.314


	.378











17 KYLE MULLER, LHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Oct. 7, 1997. B-T: R-L. Ht.: 6-6. Wt.: 225. Drafted: HS—Dallas, 2016 (2nd round). Signed by: Nate Dion.


A stellar senior season from Muller led the Braves to take the lefthander with the 44th overall pick in 2016. His velocity increased from 87-89 mph in the summer of 2015 to sitting in the low 90s and touching 95 mph on a few occasions in 2016. Featuring a heavy swing-and-miss fastball with late action, Muller dominated prep hitters and established a national high school record by fanning 24 consecutive batters over two starts and notched 36 straight outs via the strikeout. An excellent athlete who played first base and the outfield when not pitching, Muller displayed impressive power at the plate and would have been a two-way player at the University of Texas had he not signed an above-slot $2.5 million. The Braves limited Muller to a maximum of three innings in his 10 Rookie-level Gulf Coast League outings and were impressed with the transition he made to pro ball, even though his velocity fell slightly over the course of the summer. He uses his tall frame to his advantage with a downward plane on his pitches and a strong presence on the mound. Muller consistently repeats his clean delivery despite his 6-foot-6 height, and he does an excellent job of making use of the entire strike zone with his fastball. He showed a solid feel for his slurvy curveball and changeup but needs to hone consistency, break and depth of both pitches in order to emerge as a mid-rotation starter in the big leagues. He has a good shot at opening the 2017 campaign at low Class A Rome.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	0


	0.65


	10


	9







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	0.65


	10


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	28


	14


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	28


	14


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	12


	38


	12.4


	0.94


	.144







	Minor League Totals


	12


	38


	12.4


	0.94


	.144











18 A.J. MINTER, LHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Sept. 2, 1993. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 205. Drafted: Texas A&M, 2015. (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Darin Vaughan.


A three-sport star in high school, Minter was drafted in the 38th round by the Tigers in 2012 before attending Texas A&M. He relieved for much of his college career, which included a stint with USA Baseball’s Collegiate National Team, then moved to the rotation in 2015 and went 3-0, 0.47 in four starts before succumbing to Tommy John surgery. The Braves selected the rehabbing Minter with the 75th overall pick in 2015 and were rewarded in 2016 when he pitched at three levels during his first taste of pro ball. He recorded a combined 1.30 ERA and 0.84 WHIP with 12.2 strikeouts per nine innings. Minter is a power pitcher who throws from a high three-quarters arm slot and features a fastball-slider combination with improving command. His plus fastball sits 94-96 mph and touches 98 with impressive armside sink and run. His mid-80s slider has horizontal movement and little depth but he keeps it down in the strike zone. He also throws an above-average cutter in the low 90s, giving him three power pitches that miss bats. Minter challenges hitters and has the overall package to be a dominant reliever in the majors if he stays healthy. He probably will open 2017 at Double-A Mississippi.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	0


	0


	0.00


	5


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	0


	0


	0.00


	8


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	0


	2.41


	18


	0







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	1.30


	31


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	2


	7


	2


	0







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	0


	0


	9


	3


	0







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	0


	19


	13


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	2


	35


	18


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	6


	8.1


	0.45


	.091







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	4


	10


	9.6


	0.75


	.100







	 


	Mississippi (SL)


	6


	31


	14.9


	1.02


	.188







	Minor League Totals


	11


	47


	12.2


	0.84


	.149











19 TRAVIS DEMERITTE, 2B




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Sept. 30, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—Winder, Ga., 2013 (1st round). Signed by: Derrick Tucker (Rangers).


The Rangers drafted Demeritte 30th overall in 2013 and traded him to the Braves in July 2016 for starter Lucas Harrell and reliever Dario Alvarez. Demeritte finished 2016 tied for 11th in the minors with 28 home runs. While 25 of them came in the hitter-friendly California League, the total demonstrates his power potential. Demeritte also paced the South Atlantic League with 25 homers in 2014 at age 19 before testing positive for Furosemide, a diuretic often used to flush the body of another drug, and received an 80-game suspension in 2015. He possesses quick, strong hands that generate plus bat speed and backspin. His problem comes in making consistent contact. Demeritte struggles with pitch recognition and chases too many pitches outside the strike zone by being overly aggressive, resulting in a strikeout rate pushing 40 percent, which includes a career-high 175 punchouts in 2016. He has made steady improvements at second base after playing shortstop in high school. His hands are not smooth, but he has good arm strength and above-average range and athleticism. He made more contact while still hitting for power in the Arizona Fall League, ranking tied for second with four homers. Demeritte is expected to receive his first taste of Double-A in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Hickory (SAL)


	LoA


	.211


	118


	398


	77


	84







	2015


	Hickory (SAL)


	LoA


	.241


	48


	170


	27


	41







	 


	Spokane (NWL)


	SS


	.150


	5


	20


	0


	3







	2016


	High Desert (CAL)


	HiA


	.272


	88


	331


	73


	90







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.250


	35


	124


	21


	31







	Minor League Totals


	.244


	333


	1187


	229


	290












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Hickory (SAL)


	16


	2


	25


	66


	50







	2015


	Hickory (SAL)


	12


	1


	5


	19


	25







	 


	Spokane (NWL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	2







	2016


	High Desert (CAL)


	20


	4


	25


	59


	41







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	9


	5


	3


	11


	26







	Minor League Totals


	62


	15


	62


	175


	173












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Hickory (SAL)


	171


	6


	2


	.310


	.450







	2015


	Hickory (SAL)


	69


	10


	1


	.343


	.412







	 


	Spokane (NWL)


	11


	0


	2


	.227


	.150







	2016


	High Desert (CAL)


	125


	13


	3


	.352


	.583







	 


	Carolina (CAR)


	50


	4


	1


	.384


	.476







	Minor League Totals


	475


	38


	10


	.346


	.479











20 RIO RUIZ, 3B




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: May 22, 1994. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 180. Drafted: HS—La Puente, Calif., 2012 (4th round). Signed by: Tim Costic (Astros).


Ruiz joined the Braves in January 2015 when he and righthanders Andrew Thurman and Mike Foltynewicz were traded from Houston for Evan Gattis. A heavily-recruited quarterback in high school, Ruiz struggled at the plate throughout most of his first season with the Braves before improving his physique and overall athleticism heading into 2016. He made the jump to Triple-A in 2016 as one of Gwinnett’s youngest players and demonstrated excellent plate discipline and pitch recognition. He received his first big league callup at the end of the year. Ruiz has a smooth swing from the left side and makes good contact. He ranked fourth in the organization in RBIs (62) and has shown raw power that produces a steady stream of doubles and could generate more home runs as his body matures. His defense is a tick above-average. His hands are fringe average, but he has improved his range and the accuracy of his throws, leading to just seven errors in 2016 and an International League-leading 31 double plays turned by a third baseman. The Braves believe Ruiz has the ability to develop into a Bill Mueller type of player at the major league level. He will battle for a 25-man roster spot in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Lancaster (CAL)


	HiA


	.293


	131


	516


	76


	151







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.233


	127


	420


	48


	98







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.271


	133


	465


	52


	126







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	MAJ


	.286


	5


	7


	1


	2







	Major League Totals


	.286


	5


	7


	1


	2







	Minor League Totals


	.265


	543


	1952


	243


	517












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Lancaster (CAL)


	37


	2


	11


	77


	82







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	21


	1


	5


	46


	63







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	24


	3


	10


	62


	61







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	1


	0


	2


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	0


	2


	0







	Minor League Totals


	126


	10


	39


	266


	272












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Lancaster (CAL)


	91


	4


	4


	.387


	.436







	2015


	Mississippi (SL)


	94


	2


	2


	.333


	.324







	2016


	Gwinnett (IL)


	116


	1


	4


	.355


	.400







	 


	Atlanta (NL)


	2


	1


	0


	.286


	.571







	Major League Totals


	2


	1


	0


	.286


	.571







	Minor League Totals


	425


	21


	13


	.353


	.400











21 BRAXTON DAVIDSON, OF




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: June 18, 1996. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 210. Drafted: HS—Asheville, N.C., 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Billy Best.


Davidson was drafted 32nd overall in 2014 after displaying impressive power on the high school showcase circuit. Though his raw power is obvious, he has yet to parlay that into run-producing numbers due to a low batting average caused by high strikeout totals. Davidson has feel for the strike zone but is at times too willing to take a walk and relies too often on minor league umpires to make the correct call on close pitches. He also tends to struggle with inside fastballs, which contributed to his 184 strikeouts, the fifth-most in the minors in 2016. While Davidson needs to be more aggressive at the plate, he does have a smooth swing from the left side. Though not blessed with speed, he is an intelligent baserunner. He has developed into a solid right fielder after moving from left early in his pro career and possesses enough arm strength and accuracy to remain at the position. The Braves realize they may have been overaggressive in promoting Davidson to high Class A in 2016 and will probably have him open the 2017 campaign at the same level, with their new Florida State League affiliate.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.243


	37


	111


	23


	27







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.167


	13


	36


	1


	6







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.242


	124


	401


	51


	97







	2016


	Carolina (CAR)


	HiA


	.224


	128


	428


	53


	96







	Minor League Totals


	.232


	302


	976


	128


	226












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	7


	1


	0


	8


	22







	 


	Danville (APP)


	2


	0


	0


	3


	9







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	23


	0


	10


	45


	84







	2016


	Carolina (CAR)


	24


	2


	10


	63


	71







	Minor League Totals


	56


	3


	20


	119


	186












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	32


	0


	0


	.400


	.324







	 


	Danville (APP)


	10


	0


	0


	.348


	.222







	2015


	Rome (SAL)


	135


	1


	6


	.381


	.374







	2016


	Carolina (CAR)


	184


	4


	4


	.344


	.360







	Minor League Totals


	361


	5


	10


	.366


	.357











22 DERIAN CRUZ, SS




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: October 3, 1998. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 180. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2015. Signed by: Marc Russo.


The Braves signed Cruz for $2 million in 2015, making him their highest-paid player on the international market that year, and he played his way through two Rookie levels in his pro debut in 2016. An impressive athlete with plus-plus speed, Cruz is raw in many facets of the game. He is a natural right-handed hitter learning how to switch-hit. He employs a line-drive approach with solid gap power from the right side, but often is off-balance and struggles to hit with authority from the left side. Cruz is aggressive at the plate with little discipline or strike-zone judgment. Given his speed, some feel he needs to make bunting a bigger part of his game. Defensively he makes the routine plays at shortstop but needs to needs to improve his game awareness. His hands are soft and he has quick feet, but his overall footwork needs improvement. Cruz has shown an above-average arm but can be timid cutting loose on his throws. The Braves are confident Cruz can work through his struggles, particularly given his age. Spring training will determine whether he returns to Rookie-level Danville or moves up to low Class A Rome to open 2017.






	
Year



	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.309


	26


	110


	11


	34







	 


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.183


	25


	104


	10


	19







	Minor League Totals


	.248


	51


	214


	21


	53












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	7


	1


	2


	16


	2







	 


	Danville (APP)


	4


	3


	0


	5


	3







	Minor League Totals


	11


	4


	2


	21


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	16


	4


	1


	.336


	.445







	 


	Danville (APP)


	28


	3


	2


	.204


	.279







	Minor League Totals


	44


	7


	3


	.272


	.364











23 BRETT CUMBERLAND, C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: June 25, 1995. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 5-11. Wt.: 205. Drafted: California, 2016 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Jim Blueberg.


Cumberland led the Pacific-10 Conference with 16 home runs in 2016, and his power potential and solid swing from both sides of the plate led the Braves to make the draft-eligible sophomore the 76th overall pick. He began his pro career at Rookie-level Danville and failed to impress scouts, though fatigue from catching a full college season played a part. Cumberland showed plus bat speed from both sides as well as raw power to his pull side, but rarely carried it to games. He demonstrated a good approach at the plate and the ability to work counts but needs to hit balls on the outer half with more authority. The Braves knew when drafting Cumberland that his defense needs polish, particularly with his footwork and ability to block balls in the dirt. He has soft hands and catches the ball well. He features average arm strength but needs to quicken his release. Cumberland’s stocky build does not exude athleticism and fluidity, which led several scouts to suggest he would be better served moving to first base. The Braves will continue to work with Cumberland behind the plate, starting him at low Class A Rome in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.216


	45


	162


	11


	35







	Minor League Totals


	.216


	45


	162


	11


	35












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	11


	0


	3


	30


	14







	Minor League Totals


	11


	0


	3


	30


	14












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	49


	0


	4


	.317


	.340







	Minor League Totals


	49


	0


	4


	.317


	.340











24 DREW HARRINGTON, LHP




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: March 30, 1995. B-T: R-L. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 229. Drafted: Louisville, 2016 (3rd round). Signed by: Rick Sellers.


Harrington worked primarily in relief during his first two seasons at Louisville before moving to the rotation as a junior in 2016 and emerging as the Atlantic Coast Conference’s pitcher of the year after going 12-2, 1.95 overall and 8-0, 1.33 in conference play. Drafted 80th overall, Harrington has offthe-charts makeup, work ethic and intelligence to go with a solid-average skill set that has some within the Braves organization believing he could become a Dallas Keuchel-type of hurler at higher levels. Harrington works off an 89-91 mph fastball that touches 93 and an average slider. He has above-average command of both pitches and hides the ball well to create deception. Harrington works both sides of the plate with his fastball and generates late life. He sets up hitters and gets them to chase his slider out of the zone. His long-term role will be determined in large part by the development of his below-average changeup, a pitch he rarely threw in college. Harrington made progress with the depth of the pitch during his pro debut, but he could become a lefty reliever in the big leagues if his third offering does not continue to improve. Spring training will determine which Class A level he joins to open 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	R


	1


	0


	2.45


	9


	1







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	2.45


	9


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	0


	0


	15


	14


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	15


	14


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Danville (APP)


	5


	15


	9.2


	1.30


	.237







	Minor League Totals


	5


	15


	9.2


	1.30


	.237











25 BRYSE WILSON, RHP




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 20, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 225. Drafted: HS—Hillsborough, N.C., 2016 (4th round). Signed by: Billy Best.


A North Carolina commit, Wilson was a football standout on both sides of the ball and a power pitcher who overwhelmed hitters in high school as well as those in Rookie-level Gulf Coast League in his first taste of pro ball. At Orange High he threw three no-hitters as a senior, including a perfect game in the playoffs, while working with current North Carolina State freshman catcher Brad Debo. Wilson signed for an above-slot $1.2 million as a 2016 fourth-round pick. The uber-athletic righthander brings a football mentality to the mound by challenging hitters without fear. Wilson pounds the strike zone with his 93-95 mph fastball that touches 97 with armside run and a hard slider in the mid-80s. Scouts questioned his ability to spin his breaking ball due to his long arm action, but the Braves were encouraged with Wilson’s progress after making minor alterations. He needs a third pitch to remain a starter and has a long way to go for his changeup to be anything more than a show-me offering. His thick, physical frame lacks much projection, but he possesses the arm strength and mentality succeed at higher levels. Wilson is projected to open the 2017 season at low Class A Rome.






	
Year



	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	1


	1


	0.68


	9


	6







	Minor League Totals


	1


	1


	0.68


	9


	6












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	27


	16


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	27


	16


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Braves (GCL)


	8


	29


	9.8


	0.90


	.172







	Minor League Totals


	8


	29


	9.8


	0.90


	.172











26 ABRAHAN GUTIERREZ, C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Oct. 31, 1999. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 205. Signed: Venezuela, 2016. Signed by: Gordon Blakeley/Mike Silvestri/Rolando Petit.


Gutierrez has been on scouts’ radars since he was an 11-year-old catcher at the 12U World Championship in Taiwan. Three years later, at the age of 14, he was Venezuela’s starting catcher at the 15U World Cup in Mexico. He trained at Carlos Guillen’s academy and continued to attract attention, though many scouts felt his progress began to level off. The Braves believed otherwise and signed Gutierrez for $3.5 million in 2016 when the international signing period opened on July 2. The thick-bodied receiver does not run well but flashes plus arm strength and raw power potential, and the Braves believe he should develop into at least an average hitter and defender. Gutierrez has good hands and solid catch-and-throw skills with above-average accuracy on his throws. At the plate, his swing tends to get long and he will expand his strike zone. Gutierrez does a good job using the entire field and is projected to be a run producer as he gains experience. He could move quickly once he builds a foundation in pro ball. After a stint in extended spring training, Gutierrez may open the 2017 season in the Rookie-level Gulf Coast League.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Did not play—Signed 2017 contract











27 RAY-PATRICK DIDDER, OF




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 1, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 170. Signed: Aruba, 2013. Signed by: Dargello Lodowica.


The Braves tried Didder at second base after they signed him out of Aruba in 2013. After that didn’t work, they slid him to right field to take advantage of his double-plus speed and above-average arm. That was going to be the plan for Didder at low Class A Rome in 2016, but when Ronald Acuna went on the disabled list, Didder shifted to center field and wowed Braves officials and scouts with his defense in the middle. He also showed continued refinement at the plate. He has well below-average raw power, but he can line balls in the gaps for doubles and triples. He has a knack for getting hit by pitches (39 in 2016), which plays a significant part in his solid on-base percentage. Didder’s defensive versatility makes him a potential fourth outfielder, but his on-base skills could make him a starter. He will head to high Class A Florida in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.274


	45


	157


	22


	43







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	R


	.247


	61


	223


	31


	55







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.274


	132


	478


	95


	131







	Minor League Totals


	.266


	286


	993


	182


	264












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	6


	5


	0


	16


	15







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	5


	7


	0


	16


	20







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	15


	9


	6


	35


	50







	Minor League Totals


	28


	22


	6


	79


	116












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Braves (GCL)


	33


	4


	4


	.354


	.376







	2015


	Danville (APP)


	51


	10


	7


	.346


	.332







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	100


	37


	12


	.387


	.381







	Minor League Totals


	218


	59


	26


	.378


	.356











28 LUKE JACKSON, RHP




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High





Born: Aug. 24, 1991. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 210. Drafted: HS—Fort Lauderdale, 2010 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Juan Alvarez (Rangers).


Jackson made his big league debut with the Rangers in 2015 but opened 2016 in the Triple-A Round Rock bullpen before getting called up to Texas in May. After returning to Triple-A a month later and bouncing back up to Texas at the end of June, Jackson allowed six runs in 1.2 innings in a July 2 appearance in Minnesota before the Rangers demoted him to Double-A Frisco, where he spent the rest of the season and continued to struggle with his control. The Braves acquired him at the 2016 Winter Meetings in a trade for righthander Tyrell Jenkins and lefthander Brady Feigl. Jackson still has good stuff but doesn’t know where it’s going. He throws his fastball 93-97 mph and complements it with a sharp-breaking curveball that grades as a tick above-average. He sprinkles in an occasional fringe-average changeup and slider. What’s long plagued Jackson is poor control of all of his pitches, which stems from his inability to control his high-effort delivery or repeat his release point. If Jackson can ever learn to throw more strikes, he can be a middle reliever, but he has to find a delivery that allows him to throw quality strikes before the Braves will trust him at the major league level.






	
Year



	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Frisco (TL)


	AA


	8


	2


	3.02


	15


	14







	 


	Round Rock (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	3


	10.35


	11


	10







	2015


	Round Rock (PCL)


	AAA


	2


	3


	4.34


	39


	5







	 


	Texas (AL)


	MAJ


	0


	0


	4.26


	7


	0







	2016


	Round Rock (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	2.45


	16


	0







	 


	Texas (AL)


	MAJ


	0


	0


	10.80


	8


	0







	 


	Frisco (TL)


	AA


	0


	1


	4.81


	20


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	8.50


	15


	0







	Minor League Totals


	38


	26


	4.24


	171


	97












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Frisco (TL)


	0


	1


	83


	58


	5







	 


	Round Rock (PCL)


	0


	0


	40


	56


	9







	2015


	Round Rock (PCL)


	0


	0


	66


	62


	3







	 


	Texas (AL)


	0


	0


	6


	5


	1







	2016


	Round Rock (PCL)


	0


	2


	22


	13


	2







	 


	Texas (AL)


	0


	0


	12


	22


	4







	 


	Frisco (TL)


	0


	1


	24


	27


	4







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	18


	27


	5







	Minor League Totals


	1


	4


	569


	521


	44












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Frisco (TL)


	24


	83


	9.0


	0.98


	.191







	 


	Round Rock (PCL)


	28


	43


	9.7


	2.10


	.333







	2015


	Round Rock (PCL)


	35


	79


	10.7


	1.46


	.245







	 


	Texas (AL)


	2


	6


	8.5


	1.11


	.200







	2016


	Round Rock (PCL)


	15


	27


	11.0


	1.27


	.178







	 


	Texas (AL)


	8


	3


	2.3


	2.57


	.415







	 


	Frisco (TL)


	17


	32


	11.8


	1.81


	.276







	Major League Totals


	10


	9


	4.5


	2.06


	.346







	Minor League Totals


	291


	622


	9.8


	1.43


	.244











29 ALEX JACKSON, OF/C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 25, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 215. Drafted: HS—San Diego, 2014 (1st round). Signed by: Gary Patchett (Mariners).


Jackson was one of the decade’s most touted prep players, a three-time high school All-American and the sixth overall pick in 2014 by the Mariners, but his star has since taken a fall in pro ball. The Braves took a flier on him, trading righthanders Max Povse and Rob Whalen for him after the 2016 season. Jackson has 223 strikeouts in 190 career games because of an inefficient bat path, which has raised doubts he’ll ever make enough contact to tap into his plus raw power. He still hits the occasional towering home run, but evaluators increasingly grade Jackson as a below-average hitter. The Mariners sent Jackson to extended spring training to begin 2016, the first time this millennium a healthy, non-suspended first-round infielder or outfielder did not begin his second full season assigned to a team. He finally responded to coaching after the move and was bumped to low Class A Clinton in mid-May, but even with improvement in his bat path still struck out in 27 percent of his plate appearances. He has average range in right field and a plus arm, and the Braves have hinted at trying Jackson back at catcher, his primary high school position. Atlanta’s roving catching instructor Jeff Datz scouted for the Mariners when they drafted Jackson. He is likely headed for high Class A Florida in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Mariners (AZL)


	R


	.280


	23


	82


	11


	23







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.157


	28


	108


	10


	17







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	SS


	.239


	48


	163


	31


	39







	2016


	Clinton (MWL)


	LoA


	.243


	92


	333


	43


	81







	Minor League Totals


	.233


	191


	686


	95


	160












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Mariners (AZL)


	6


	2


	2


	16


	9







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	6


	0


	0


	13


	6







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	11


	1


	8


	25


	21







	2016


	Clinton (MWL)


	20


	1


	11


	55


	34







	Minor League Totals


	43


	4


	21


	109


	70












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Mariners (AZL)


	24


	0


	1


	.344


	.476







	2015


	Clinton (MWL)


	35


	1


	1


	.240


	.213







	 


	Everett (NWL)


	61


	2


	4


	.365


	.466







	2016


	Clinton (MWL)


	103


	2


	1


	.332


	.408







	Minor League Totals


	223


	5


	7


	.327


	.399











30 LUCAS HERBERT, C




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme





Born: Nov. 28, 1996. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 200. Drafted: HS—San Clemente, Calif., 2015 (2nd round). Signed by: Dan Cox.


Since Brian McCann left as a free agent after the 2013 season, the Braves have struggled to develop a homegrown catcher, opting instead for such journeymen as Gerald Laird and A.J. Pierzynski. The likes of Evan Gattis (defense) and Christian Bethancourt (offense) displayed too many weaknesses to stick. Atlanta attempted to address its catcher depth by drafting Herbert with the 54th overall pick in 2015. He played just three games in his pro debut because of a knee injury and then hit .185 at low Class A Rome in 2016 and lost playing time to Jonathan Morales. Herbert lacked consistency with his hitting approach. He has shown raw power on occasion but needs to make adjustments in his setup, swing path and pitch recognition. Conversely, Herbert is the best defensive catcher in the organization, and he started 64 games behind the plate in 2016. He did an outstanding job of working with Rome’s talented pitching staff and displayed the necessary leadership skills to call and control a game. He has excellent mobility with plus footwork, and he possesses plus arm strength with good accuracy on his throws. A high school teammate of 2015 first-round lefthander Kolby Allard, Herbert must improve his offensive production to become a top prospect. He will receive that opportunity in 2017 by returning to Rome.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	R


	.500


	3


	4


	1


	2







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	LoA


	.185


	96


	335


	29


	62







	Minor League Totals


	.189


	99


	339


	30


	64












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	0


	0


	1


	1


	0







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	11


	1


	6


	30


	18







	Minor League Totals


	11


	1


	7


	31


	18












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Braves (GCL)


	1


	0


	0


	.600


	1.250







	2016


	Rome (SAL)


	96


	2


	4


	.234


	.278







	Minor League Totals


	97


	2


	4


	.239


	.289











Baltimore Orioles



[image: Image]


BY STEVE MELEWSKI


The Orioles returned to the playoffs for the third time in five seasons in 2016, though their stay there was short. They lost to the Blue Jays in the American League Wild Card Game on Edwin Encarnacion’s 11thinning homer.


It was an abrupt end to an 89-win season, one in which Baltimore led the AL East for 111 days. The Orioles have had five straight .500 seasons or better, and their 444 wins since 2012 are the most in the AL.


While the Orioles are sensitive to organizational prospect rankings that place Baltimore near the bottom of the majors, they point out that several home-grown and developed players contributed to their 2016 playoff season. The team’s core players, such as third baseman Manny Machado, second baseman Jonathan Schoop, catcher Matt Wieters, righthander Kevin Gausman and closer Zach Britton, are home-grown.


Moreover, the Orioles had several rookie contributors to their 2016 success, such as five-time No. 1 prospect Dylan Bundy, who stayed healthy and pitched well until tiring late in the season. Rule 5 pick Joey Rickard and Korean import Hyun Soo Kim were outfield starters, while righthander Mychal Givens and lefty Donnie Hart provided key relief innings.






[image: image]


CLIFF WELCH


Finally healthy, Dylan Bundy showed flashes of being a front-of-the-rotation starter





Givens and Hart helped the Orioles lead the AL in reliever ERA at 3.40. Bundy and Gausman led a rotation that was much better in the second half and provides hope for 2017. After years of Orioles pitching prospects not living up to potential—at least until after being traded—could Bundy and/or Gausman be that ace that the club has long been searching for?


Club officials also believe they had a productive draft. Their top three picks—Midwest pitchers Cody Sedlock (Illinois), Keegan Akin (Western Michigan) and Matthias Dietz (Illinois junior college)—all showed instant promise as did their fourth selection, outfielder Austin Hays.


General manager Dan Duquette has shown a willingness to trade prospects for major league help. In recent years, he has dealt righthander Zach Davies (Brewers) and lefties Eduardo Rodriguez (Red Sox), Josh Hader (Astros), Stephen Tarpley (Pirates) and Steven Brault (Pirates). None of the players acquired in return remain with Baltimore.


Those trades have thinned the farm system, and Baltimore didn’t have a single affiliate qualify for the minor league playoffs in 2016. Only low Class A Delmarva had a winning record.


TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2016 Org







	2007


	Billy Rowell, 3b


	Did not play







	2008


	Matt Wieters, c


	Orioles







	2009


	Matt Wieters, c


	Orioles







	2010


	Brian Matusz, lhp


	Cubs







	2011


	Manny Machado, ss


	Orioles







	2012


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2013


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2014


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2015


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2016


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles








But Baltimore brass felt there were individual success stories. Catcher Chance Sisco made strides on defense and ascended to being the No. 1 prospect in the organization. The organization’s 2015 minor league player of the year, Trey Mancini received a September callup and became the third player in history to homer in his first three starts.


The Orioles ended 2016 with a walk-off ending—when manager Buck Showalter used Ubaldo Jimenez instead of Britton in the fateful 11th—but with a hopeful future.


They have a core group of players under team control for at least two more seasons, and Bundy and Gausman will join Chris Tillman to provide a solid trio to lead the 2017 rotation. In other words, the window to keep competing in the AL East remains open.





ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW



General Manager: Dan Duquette. Farm Director: Brian Graham. Scouting Director: Gary Rajsich.






	Class


	Team


	League


	W


	L


	PCT


	Finish


	Manager







	Majors


	Baltimore Orioles


	American


	89


	73


	.549


	t-4th (15)


	Buck Showalter







	Triple-A


	Norfolk Tides


	International


	62


	82


	.431


	13th (14)


	Ron Johnson







	Double-A


	Bowie Baysox


	Eastern


	56


	86


	.394


	12th (12)


	Gary Kendall







	High Class A


	Frederick Keys


	Carolina


	68


	72


	.486


	5th (8)


	Keith Bodie







	Low Class A


	Delmarva Shorebirds


	South Atlantic


	73


	66


	.525


	6th (14)


	Ryan Minor







	Short season


	Aberdeen IronBirds


	New York-Penn


	32


	43


	.427


	11th (14)


	Luis Pujols







	Rookie


	GCL Orioles


	Gulf Coast


	27


	32


	.458


	11th (17)


	Orlando Gomez







	Overall 2016 Minor League Record


	318


	381


	.455


	25th (30)


	 








THIS YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Grade/Risk







	1.


	Chance Sisco, c


	55/Medium







	2.


	Cody Sedlock, rhp


	55/High







	3.


	Ryan Mountcastle, ss


	50/High







	4.


	Hunter Harvey, rhp


	55/Extreme







	5.


	Trey Mancini, 1b


	45/Medium







	6.


	Keegan Akin, lhp


	50/High







	7.


	Austin Hays, of


	50/High







	8.


	Jomar Reyes, 3b


	55/Extreme







	9.


	Anthony Santander, of


	50/High







	10.


	Chris Lee, lhp


	50/High







	11.


	Tanner Scott, rhp


	50/Extreme







	12.


	Ofelky Peralta, rhp


	50/Extreme







	13.


	Jesus Liranzo, rhp


	45/High







	14.


	Matthias Dietz, rhp


	50/Extreme







	15.


	Brian Gonzalez, lhp


	45/High







	16.


	Donnie Hart, rhp


	40/Medium







	17.


	Aneury Tavarez, of


	45/High







	18.


	Adam Brett Walker, rhp


	50/Extreme







	19.


	D.J. Stewart, of


	45/High







	20.


	Joe Gunkel, rhp


	40/Medium







	21.


	Parker Bridwell, rhp


	45/High







	22.


	Jimmy Yacabonis, rhp


	45/High







	23.


	Christian Walker, of/1b


	40/Medium







	24.


	Randolph Gassaway, of


	45/High







	25.


	Alex Wells, lhp


	45/High







	26.


	Cedric Mullens, of


	45/High







	27.


	Stefan Crichton, rhp


	45/High







	28.


	Zack Muckenhirn, lhp


	45/High







	29.


	Jason Garcia, rhp


	45/High







	30.


	Jayson Aquino, lhp


	45/High








LAST YEAR’S TOP 30






	No.


	Player, Pos.


	Status







	1.


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Majors







	2.


	Hunter Harvey, rhp


	No. 4







	3.


	Chance Sisco, c


	No. 1







	4.


	Jomar Reyes, 3b


	No. 8







	5.


	Mychal Givens, rhp


	Majors







	6.


	Chris Lee, lhp


	No. 10







	7.


	Ryan Mountcastle, 3b


	No. 3







	8.


	Trey Mancini, 1b


	No. 5







	9.


	D.J. Stewart, of


	No. 19







	10.


	Mike Wright, rhp


	Majors







	11.


	Tanner Scott, lhp


	No. 11







	12.


	Jason Garcia, rhp


	No. 29







	13.


	Dariel Alvarez, of


	Dropped out







	14.


	Christian Walker, 1b


	No. 23







	15.


	Jonah Heim, c


	(Rays)







	16.


	Tim Berry, lhp


	Free Agent







	17.


	Ofelky Peralta, rhp


	No. 12







	18.


	David Hess, rhp


	Dropped out







	19.


	Tyler Wilson, rhp


	Majors







	20.


	Lazaro Leyva, rhp


	Dropped out







	21.


	Oliver Drake, rhp


	Dropped out







	22.


	Parker Bridwell, rhp


	No. 21







	23.


	Ariel Miranda, lhp


	(Mariners)







	24.


	Gray Fenter, rhp


	Dropped out







	25.


	Mike Yastrzemski, of


	Dropped out







	26.


	Garrett Cleavinger, lhp


	Dropped out







	27.


	Alex Murphy, c


	Dropped out







	28.


	Josh Hart, of


	Dropped out







	29.


	Branden Kline, rhp


	Dropped out







	30.


	Glynn Davis, of


	Dropped out








BEST TOOLS






	Best Hitter For Average


	Chance Sisco







	Best Power Hitter


	Adam Brett Walker







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Chance Sisco







	Fastest Baserunner


	Daniel Franco







	Best Athlete


	Austin Hays







	Best Fastball


	Tanner Scott







	Best Curveball


	Hunter Harvey







	Best Slider


	Cody Sedlock







	Best Changeup


	Brian Gonzalez







	Best Control


	Joe Gunkel







	Best Defensive Catcher


	Austin Wynns







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Irving Ortega







	Best Infield Arm


	Jomar Reyes







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Cedric Mullins







	Best Outfield Arm


	Dariel Alvarez








PROJECTED 2020 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Chance Sisco







	First Base


	Trey Mancini







	Second Base


	Jonathan Schoop







	Third Base


	Jomar Reyes







	Shortstop


	Manny Machado







	Left Field


	Ryan Mountcastle







	Center Field


	Adam Jones







	Right Field


	Austin Hays







	Designated Hitter


	Chris Davis







	No. 1 Starter


	Dylan Bundy







	No. 2 Starter


	Kevin Gausman







	No. 3 Starter


	Hunter Harvey







	No. 4 Starter


	Cody Sedlock







	No. 5 Starter


	Keegan Akin







	Closer


	Zach Britton











MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART



BALTIMORE ORIOLES


TOP 2017 ROOKIE: Trey Mancini, 1b. He could have a big role in 2017 if the Orioles lose righthanded power bats Mark Trumbo and Steve Pearce as free agents.


BREAKOUT PROSPECT: Cedric Mullins, of. After filling up the stat sheet in 2016, can he take another step forward?


SLEEPER: Ruben Garcia, rhp. A two-way player in college, he touched 97 mph in the Gulf Coast League.




SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	22


	Acquired


	8







	College


	11


	Trades


	3







	Junior college


	2


	Rule 5 draft


	3







	High school


	6


	Independent leagues


	0







	Nondrafted free agents


	0


	Free agents/waivers


	2







	International


	3
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DRAFT ANALYSIS



2016


BEST PURE HITTER: OF Austin Hays (4) was the first position player the Orioles drafted; he broke out with a strong spring at Jacksonville, then continued to hit when in pro ball, batting .336 for short-season Aberdeen. 1B Preston Palmeiro (7) earns praise for his smooth lefthanded stroke.


BEST POWER: Hays has above-average raw power; he posted an isolated slugging percentage over .300 and swatted 16 home runs as a junior at Jacksonville.


FASTEST RUNNER: OF Cole Billingsley (19) can reach first base in four seconds flat, and he grades as a 70-grade runner from the left side. Hays is also a plus runner.


BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Hays is the best defensive player the Orioles selected; he has the speed to play center field and looked natural there during fall instructional league. Hays has elite arm strength to profile well defensively in any outfield spot. SS Alexis Torres (5) also earns high praise for his defense, with smooth hands and above-average arm strength.


BEST ATHLETE: Hays’ unique combination of arm strength, speed and power makes him the best athlete in the Orioles’ class. RHP Ruben Garcia (14) was primarily an outfielder in junior college; he is a 70 runner and has the body to sell jeans, standing at 6-foot-4 with a chiseled frame.


BEST FASTBALL: RHP Cody Sedlock (1) throws a lively two-seam fastball that has reached as high as 98 and has worked at 94-96. The Orioles believe he could hit triple digits when he learns to throw a four-seam fastball. LHP Keegan Akin (2) can pitch in the mid-90s. LHP Brandon Bonilla (LHP) can hit 98.


BEST SECONDARY PITCH: Baltimore was enamored with Sedlock’s two breaking pitches, a curve-ball and a slider, both of which he can spin tightly and throw for strikes.


BEST PRO DEBUT: Akin and Hays both had success at short-season Aberdeen. Akin pitched to a 1.04 ERA and didn’t allow a run in his last six outings. Hays slashed .336/.386/.514.


MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: Bonilla is the son of longtime major leaguer Bobby Bonilla, and Palmeiro is the son of famed slugger Rafael Palmeiro.


CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: Akin could progress through the system quickly with excellent lefthanded velocity, a strong changeup, a slider that came on strong during instructional league and impressive ability to command his pitches.


BEST LATE ROUND PICK: LHP Zach Muckenhirn’s (11) stuff fluctuated throughout the spring, then bounced back strong at the end of the summer. He has four pitches and a low 90s fastball. LHP Willie Rios (16) has impressive lefthanded velocity. LHP Yelin Rodriguez (20) offers upside with an easy delivery, good body and extreme youth, having played the whole summer at 17.


THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: 3B Daniel Bakst (27) entered the spring as one of the more potent bats from the summer showcase circuit but opted for Stanford instead of signing. LHP Ben Brecht (36) projects well as an athletic 6-foot-7 southpaw.


2015


OF D.J. Stewart (1) had a modest first full season and was surpassed as a prospect by SS Ryan Mountcastle (1). RHP Jonathan Hughes (2) didn’t sign, and the pitching class has had modest returns so far.


GRADE: C


2014


Baltimore had no picks in the first two rounds, and RHP Pat Connaughton (4) has chosen basketball to this point over baseball. That leaves LHPs Brian Gonzalez (3) and Tanner Scott (6) carrying the class.


GRADE: D


2013


Injuries have waylaid RHP Hunter Harvey (1), but C Chance Sisco (2) has emerged as the club’s top prospect. Traded LHP Steven Brault (11) reached the big leagues, as has 1B Trey Mancini (8), who made a strong debut in 2016.


GRADE: B


TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE






	Year


	Player, Pos.


	2016 Org







	2007


	Matt Wieters, c


	Orioles







	2008


	Brian Matusz, lhp


	Cubs







	2009


	Matt Hobgood, rhp


	Did not play







	2010


	Manny Machado, ss


	Orioles







	2011


	Dylan Bundy, rhp


	Orioles







	2012


	Kevin Gausman, rhp


	Orioles







	2013


	Hunter Harvey, rhp


	Orioles







	2014


	Brian Gonzalez, lhp (3rd round)


	Orioles







	2015


	D.J. Stewart, of


	Orioles







	2016


	Cody Sedlock, rhp


	Orioles








LARGEST BONUSES IN CLUB HISTORY






	Matt Wieters, 2007


	$6,000,000







	Manny Machado, 2010


	$5,250,000







	Kevin Gausman, 2012


	$4,320,000







	Dylan Bundy, 2011


	$4,000,000







	Adam Loewen, 2002


	$3,200,000











1 CHANCE SISCO, C


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES


Batting: 60.


Power: 45.


Speed: 30.


Defense: 50.


Arm: 45.


Based on 20-80 scouting scale and future projection rather than present tools.





Born: Feb. 24, 1995. B-T: L-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 195. Drafted: HS—Corona, Calif., 2013 (2nd round). Signed by: Mark Ralston.


Sisco didn’t become a catcher until his senior year in high school, and the Orioles liked his combination of athletic ability, hitting tools and defensive potential to select him 61st overall in 2013. Since signing for $785,000, Sisco just keeps trending up. The 21-year-old always has shown a solid bat, with a career .402 on-base percentage as a pro, but his defense made strides last year. Sisco led the Double-A Eastern League in on-base percentage (.406), ranked fourth in batting (.320) and homered in the Futures Game during a breakout 2016 season. In September, he earned his first promotion to Triple-A Norfolk, where he hit a grand slam in his first game.


Sisco’s hit tool is strong, and he has a long track record of success. That success has afforded him the confidence—if not arrogance—required of big league hitters. It starts with excellent hand-eye coordination and a natural feel for hitting that allows him to make consistent hard contact. He has a controlled, line-drive, all-fields approach and solid plate discipline. Showing a solid eye at the plate, he drew a career-best 61 walks. Sisco lets the ball travel deep and improved his ability to pull the ball this year. Pitchers used to try to pound him inside with fastballs, but he has started to adjust, getting his hands to the hitting zone quicker than in the past. He added some strength and showed an increased ability to backspin the ball. His opposite-field home run at the Futures Game in San Diego’s cavernous Petco Park hints at his power potential, and he has average raw power. Sisco has shown smarts on the bases but is a well below-average runner. That makes his career .323 average even better because he doesn’t get many infield hits. Sisco’s defense took steps forward in 2016. It started in big league spring training—he received his first invitation—where he worked with big leaguers Matt Wieters and Caleb Joseph. Pitchers who threw to him at Double-A Bowie said his pitch calling and game management took nice strides. His pop times on throws to second base remain around 2.0 seconds, which is average, but he was over that more often than under it. His arm strength grades a tick below-average, and he needs to continue to improve his footwork and transfer to help him throw out runners. He caught 24 percent of base stealers in 136 attempts this year. Sisco’s blocking and receiving skills also improved as did his ability to frame pitches. He had just four passed balls in 87 games. When Sisco first got to Double-A in 2015 and began working with older pitchers, he learned from them and grew because of it. It even helped him at the plate because he could understand better how pitchers approach getting hitters out.


Sisco could reach the majors in 2017, but given his youth and lack of Triple-A experience, he probably will not make the Opening Day roster. That holds true even if Wieters leaves via free agency. Sisco should be Wieters’ eventual successor, however, and at least a partial season at Norfolk would benefit him.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	.340


	114


	426


	56


	145







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	.308


	75


	263


	30


	81







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	.257


	20


	74


	9


	19







	2016


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	.319


	111


	407


	51


	130







	 


	Norfolk (IL)


	AAA


	.250


	4


	16


	4


	4







	Minor League Totals


	.323


	357


	1288


	166


	416












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	27


	2


	5


	63


	42







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	12


	3


	4


	26


	33







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	4


	0


	2


	8


	9







	2016


	Bowie (EL)


	28


	1


	4


	44


	58







	 


	Norfolk (IL)


	0


	0


	2


	7


	2







	Minor League Totals


	75


	7


	18


	159


	162












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	79


	1


	2


	.406


	.448







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	41


	8


	1


	.387


	.422







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	14


	0


	1


	.337


	.392







	2016


	Bowie (EL)


	82


	2


	2


	.405


	.423







	 


	Norfolk (IL)


	5


	0


	0


	.333


	.625







	Minor League Totals


	244


	12


	7


	.402


	.434











2 CODY SEDLOCK, RHP
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BA GRADE


55


Risk: High





Born: June 19, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 205. Drafted: Illinois, 2016 (1st round). Signed by: Dan Durst.


Sedlock threw just 63 innings in his first two seasons at Illinois but thrived in the Cape Cod League in 2015, when he ranked as its No. 18 prospect. He maintained the momentum in 2016 to become the Big 10 Conference pitcher of the year and Illinois’ third-ever first-round pick while setting an school record with 116 strike-outs in 101.1 innings. The Orioles drafted him 27th overall and signed him for a slot bonus of $2,097,200. He ranked as the No. 5 prospect in the short-season New York-Penn League. Sedlock has the build, balanced delivery and repertoire of a workhorse power pitcher. His fastball works in the low 90s and touches 97 mph with strong sink and late life. His curveball and slider flash above-average and show plus potential, but he doesn’t always have both working at the same time. His changeup flashes average and ranks as a fourth pitch, behind his fastball, slider and curve. He holds runners well and was timed at 1.2 seconds to the plate. The Orioles loved his athleticism, work ethic and competitiveness and ability to elevate his game when in jams. The Orioles held Sedlock to nine outings of three innings each at short-season Aberdeen. The season workload of around 130 innings, counting college, sets him up well for 2017. He could start at high Class A Frederick in 2017 and will move fast if he performs.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	0


	1


	3.00


	9


	9







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	3.00


	9


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	27


	16


	1







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	27


	16


	1












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	13


	25


	8.3


	1.07


	.158







	Minor League Totals


	13


	25


	8.3


	1.07


	.158











3 RYAN MOUNTCASTLE, SS
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BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Feb. 18, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 185. Drafted: HS—Oviedo, Fla., 2015 (1st round). Signed by: Kelvin Colon.


The Orioles made Mountcastle the 36th overall pick in the 2015 draft and signed him for $1.3 million, which was about $400,000 under slot. He spent his first full season at low Class A Delmarva, where he hit .281 to rank 11th in the South Atlantic League while being one of the SAL’s youngest players. Mountcastle has similar hitting skill as top prospect Chance Sisco, but from the right side and with more power potential. He has a mature approach and good understanding of the strike zone. He recognizes offspeed pitches, has a two-strike approach and makes adjustments within games and at times within at-bats. His bat speed is plus, he stays inside the ball well and he showed improved pull power as the season progressed. Club officials expect him to develop at least above-average power eventually. On defense, scouts are convinced he will have to move off shortstop and likely wind up in left field, mostly due to a well below-average arm. He’s an average runner with the speed to handle the outfield. The Orioles kept him at short throughout instructional league. Mountcastle is set to move to high Class A Frederick in 2017. The main question he faces, for both 2017 and the future, is his future position. His most likely landing spots, left field and first base, will require his power to develop for him to be a regular.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	.313


	43


	163


	21


	51







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	.212


	10


	33


	2


	7







	2016


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	.281


	115


	455


	53


	128







	Minor League Totals


	.286


	168


	651


	76


	186












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	7


	0


	3


	14


	9







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	1


	5


	0







	2016


	Delmarva (SAL)


	28


	4


	10


	51


	25







	Minor League Totals


	35


	4


	14


	70


	34












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	36


	10


	4


	.349


	.411







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	10


	0


	1


	.206


	.303







	2016


	Delmarva (SAL)


	95


	5


	4


	.319


	.426







	Minor League Totals


	141


	15


	9


	.321


	.416











4 HUNTER HARVEY, RHP
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CLIFF WELCH







BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Dec. 9, 1994. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 175. Drafted: HS—Catawba, N.C., 2013 (1st round). Signed by: Chris Gale.


When the Orioles drafted Harvey 22nd overall in 2013, they probably envisioned him in their rotation by now. The son of former big league closer Bryan Harvey, Hunter showed big-time potential from the outset, but injuries have sidetracked his career. In 2014, he was shut down in late July with a strained right flexor mass. A shin injury and later elbow issues derailed his 2015 season. In May 2016, he had sports hernia surgery. Harvey finally returned to a mound in June 2016, and he managed to make it through just five games before being shut down yet again. He had Tommy John surgery in Charlotte on July 26, with doctors using a tendon from his hamstring to repair his elbow. One scout said a healthy Harvey showed everything you want in a top-of-the-rotation starter—talent, poise and mound presence. Before the injuries, he commanded a fastball that sat between 92-94 mph and touched 97, as well as a plus curveball that overmatched hitters at times. His changeup made solid gains during 2014 and flashed plus. Harvey won’t pitch again for 12-18 months after the surgery, though he could resume throwing early in 2017, and his next game action likely will come in 2018. Dylan Bundy’s successful return from a similar fallow period gives the Orioles reason for optimism.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	7


	5


	3.18


	17


	17







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	2


	2







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	0


	1


	3.52


	3


	3







	Minor League Totals


	7


	7


	2.79


	30


	30












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	0


	0


	88


	66


	5







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Orioles (GCL)


	0


	0


	5


	3


	0







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	8


	9


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	126


	99


	5












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	33


	106


	10.9


	1.13


	.209







	2015


	Did not play—Injured


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 







	2016


	Orioles (GCL)


	0


	11


	19.8


	0.60


	.167







	 


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	6


	7


	8.2


	1.96


	.310







	Minor League Totals


	45


	157


	11.2


	1.15


	.217











5 TREY MANCINI, 1B
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BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium





Born: March 18, 1992. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-4. Wt.: 215. Drafted: Notre Dame, 2013 (8th round). Signed by: Kirk Fredriksson.


Signed for a slot bonus of $151,900 in 2013 out of Notre Dame, Mancini received his first big league callup in September and became the third player in major league history to homer his first three starts. Mancini hit .359 to win the Double-A Eastern League batting title in 2015 and produced a solid .282/.357/.458 minor league line in 2016, mostly at Triple-A Norfolk. Mancini’s bat is solid and scouts believe he could hit at least 20 homers as a regular. He is a solid-average hitter if not a tick above with a swing and bat path that help him keep his hands inside the ball, providing him a chance to get to a good fastball but also stay on offspeed pitches. He uses his hands very well—they come into his body, down and then forward—providing good timing that keeps the bat in the hitting zone a long time. An aggressive hitter, Mancini saw his strikeout rate jump above 20 percent in 2016 for the first time. He is playable at first base, though his lack of athleticism means his defense is seldom smooth. With Chris Davis signed through 2022, the Orioles could try Mancini in the outfield next spring to increase his chances of earning a roster spot in 2017.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	.317


	68


	268


	30


	85







	 


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	.251


	69


	275


	37


	69







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	.314


	52


	207


	28


	65







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	.359


	84


	326


	60


	117







	2016


	Bowie (EL)


	AA


	.302


	17


	63


	18


	19







	 


	Norfolk (IL)


	AAA


	.280


	125


	483


	60


	135







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	MAJ


	.357


	5


	14


	3


	5







	Major League Totals


	.357


	5


	14


	3


	5







	Minor League Totals


	.306


	483


	1878


	276


	574












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	13


	3


	3


	42


	14







	 


	Frederick (CAR)


	19


	0


	7


	41


	14







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	14


	3


	8


	32


	9







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	29


	3


	13


	57


	22







	2016


	Bowie (EL)


	4


	0


	7


	14


	10







	 


	Norfolk (IL)


	22


	5


	13


	54


	48







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	1


	0


	3


	5


	0







	Major League Totals


	1


	0


	3


	5


	0







	Minor League Totals


	119


	16


	54


	275


	137












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Delmarva (SAL)


	52


	1


	1


	.357


	.422







	 


	Frederick (CAR)


	43


	0


	1


	.295


	.396







	2015


	Frederick (CAR)


	35


	4


	2


	.341


	.527







	 


	Bowie (EL)


	58


	2


	1


	.395


	.586







	2016


	Bowie (EL)


	17


	0


	0


	.413


	.698







	 


	Norfolk (IL)


	123


	2


	2


	.349


	.427







	 


	Baltimore (AL)


	4


	0


	0


	.400


	1.071







	Major League Totals


	4


	0


	0


	.400


	1.071







	Minor League Totals


	371


	12


	8


	.357


	.472











6 KEEGAN AKIN, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: April 1, 1995. B-T: L-L. Ht.: 6-0. Wt.: 200. Drafted: Western Michigan, 2016 (2nd round). Signed by: Dan Durst.


Akin pitched Western Michigan to its first NCAA tournament appearance since 1989, making two starts in the Mid-American Conference tournament. A third-team All-American, Akin set the Broncos’ single-season strikeout record (133 in 109 innings) en route to becoming the Orioles’ second pick in the 2016 draft. He signed for $1.177 million and finished his pro debut with 20 consecutive scoreless innings at short-season Aberdeen, retiring 22 of his last 23 batters. Akin’s fastball sat mostly at 92-93 mph after signing but touched 97 with solid control. His 82-85 mph slider is his best secondary pitch, and he attacks lefties with it and back-foots it to righthanded batters. His changeup lags behind and he seldom threw it in college. Akin shows polish and a clean, repeatable delivery with some deception, and Orioles officials believe he could potentially be the fastest mover from their 2016 draft class. While Akin’s stocky body gives some evaluators pause, others see a durable pitcher who in college held velocity deep into games and late into his junior season under a heavy workload. Akin should break camp next April in the rotation at either low Class A Delmarva or high Class A Frederick. If his changeup doesn’t come around, he could move quickly as a closer.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	W


	L


	ERA


	G


	GS







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	0


	1


	1.04


	9


	9







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	1.04


	9


	9












	Year


	Club (League)


	CG


	SV


	IP


	H


	HR







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	0


	0


	26


	15


	0







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	26


	15


	0












	Year


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	K/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	7


	29


	10.0


	0.85


	.161







	Minor League Totals


	7


	29


	10.0


	0.85


	.161











7 AUSTIN HAYS, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: July 5, 1995. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-1. Wt.: 210. Drafted: Jacksonville, 2016 (3rd round). Signed by: Arthur McConnehead.


Hays’ decorated amateur career included helping Spruce Creek High (just south of Daytona Beach, Fla.) to a state 8A championship as a junior and earning the No. 1 ranking on BA’s Florida Collegiate Summer League prospects list in 2014. He was MVP of Seminole (Fla.) State JC’s team as a freshman in 2014 before transferring to Jacksonville. After a modest sophomore year, he led the Atlantic Sun Conference with 16 homers in 2016 and ranked in the top 25 in Division I in home runs and slugging (.655). In his pro debut, he led short-season Aberdeen with four homers, all after missing a month with a sprained wrist. Hays has a better overall package of tools than former Florida State outfielder D.J. Stewart, the club’s 2015 first-round pick. He has a chance to hit for average and power, showing the ability to hit to all fields. Hays shows above-average bat speed, creates leverage with his righthanded swing and is a high-energy player. Ranked as the No. 14 prospect in the short-season New York-Penn League, Hays hit .336 in his pro debut. His speed plays as above-average, and he played solid defense in right field, where he gets good reads and has a plus arm. Some club officials believe he may fit in center field. Hays impressed the Orioles in instructional league with his play in center, and he could play there in 2017 as he embarks on full-season ball.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	SS


	.336


	38


	140


	14


	47







	Minor League Totals


	.336


	38


	140


	14


	47












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	9


	2


	4


	21


	11







	Minor League Totals


	9


	2


	4


	21


	11












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2016


	Aberdeen (NYP)


	32


	4


	3


	.386


	.514







	Minor League Totals


	32


	4


	3


	.386


	.514











8 JOMAR REYES, 3B


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme





Born: Feb. 20, 1997. B-T: R-R. Ht.: 6-3. Wt.: 220. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2014. Signed by: Fred Ferreira/Calvin Maduro/Enrique Constante.


In January 2014, the Orioles signed the then-16-year-old Reyes for $350,000, the club’s largest bonus ever for a Dominican amateur. After a strong full-season debut at low Class A Delmarva in 2015, Reyes looked overmatched at high Class A Frederick in 2016, hitting just .228. Reyes struggled as the youngest player in the Carolina League. His batting mechanics got out of synch and it looked like he hit without a plan at times. During some stretches, his swing looked different every night. Recognizing breaking balls was the key to his struggles with righthanders (.213/.264/.293 against them), but during instructional league, a more focused Reyes made gains with his swing mechanics and began to use his hands better. He continues to show raw power to all fields that should eventually be plus power in games. Reyes’ defense at third base was also a struggle at times, and one scout felt he took his offensive woes into the field. Reyes has a plus-plus arm, but his footwork needs improvement. He’s a below-average runner. Reyes will stay at third base for now but could wind up at first base or an outfield corner. He likely will head back to Frederick to start 2017. He must show the focus, intensity and toughness to bounce back from a poor season.






	Year


	Club (League)


	Class


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R


	H







	2014


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	.285


	53


	186


	23


	53







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	R


	.250


	5


	16


	2


	4







	 


	Delmarva (SAL)


	LoA


	.278


	84


	309


	36


	86







	2016


	Frederick (CAR)


	HiA


	.228


	126


	464


	53


	106







	Minor League Totals


	.255


	268


	975


	114


	249












	Year


	Club (League)


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI


	BB







	2014


	Orioles (GCL)


	10


	2


	4


	29


	15







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	2


	0


	0


	4


	2







	 


	Delmarva (SAL)


	27


	4


	5


	44


	18







	2016


	Frederick (CAR)


	16


	2


	10


	51


	25







	Minor League Totals


	55


	8


	19


	128


	60












	Year


	Club (League)


	SO


	SB


	CS


	OBP


	SLG







	2014


	Orioles (GCL)


	38


	1


	0


	.333


	.425







	2015


	Orioles (GCL)


	5


	1


	0


	.368


	.375







	 


	Delmarva (SAL)


	73


	1


	0


	.334


	.440







	2016


	Frederick (CAR)


	102


	3


	0


	.271


	.336







	Minor League Totals


	218


	6


	0


	.305


	.387











9 ANTHONY SANTANDER, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





Born: Oct. 19, 1994. B-T: B-R. Ht.: 6-2. Wt.: 190. Signed: Venezuela, 2011. Signed by: Ramon Pena/Antonio Caballero (Indians).
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