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Poodle Book

Dear Reader:

As most poodle lovers will gladly tell you, poodles are the best! These loveable curly dogs have a way of worming themselves right into your heart. No matter what size you choose, you're bound to fall in love. They integrate themselves so well into the family, you might have to remind yourself that they're not human!

I can't imagine living without a poodle. While I have Standard Poodles now, I feel lucky that when I'm too frail to handle a fifty-pound dog, I'll still be able to have a poodle. I've had poodles I bought as puppies and poodles I adopted as adults. All are wonderful — and each has his or her unique personality.

My poodles have taught me the joy of positive training and the benefits of taking care of them holistically. Time and again, they've shown me the importance of trusting my instincts and intuition when it comes to doing the right thing for them. My goal for this book is to pass on some of these important lessons and to help you take the very best care of your poodle you can.









    
      

      To all my poodles, past, present, and future.

    

  



Welcome to


[image: illustration]



AS THE OWNER
 of a particular type of dog — or someone who is thinking about adopting one — you probably have some questions about that dog breed that can't be answered anywhere else. In particular, you want to know what breed-specific health issues and behavioral traits might arise as you plan for the future with your beloved canine family member.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES give you clear-cut answers to all your pressing questions. These authoritative books give you all you need to know about identifying common characteristics; choosing the right puppy or adult dog; coping with personality quirks; instilling obedience; and raising your pet in a healthy, positive environment.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES are an extension of the bestselling EVERYTHING® series in the pets category, which include The Everything® Dog Book and The Everything® Dog Training and Tricks Book. These authoritative, family-friendly books are specially designed to be one-stop guides for anyone looking to explore a specific breed in depth.




    
      

      
      BREED SPECIFICATIONS

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      UNLIKE MOST OTHER dog breeds, there are different sizes of poodle: Toy, Miniature, and Standard. Aside from height, weight, and other size-related criteria, the breed specification applies to all poodles, regardless of size.

      Height:

      Toy: 10 inches or under; Miniature: over 10 inches, but not over 15 inches; Standard: over 15 inches (with most measuring between 22 and 27 inches)

      Weight:

      Toy: under 10 pounds; Miniature: 12 to 20 pounds; Standard: 45 to 70 pounds

      Head:

      Skull should be moderately rounded with a slight but definite stop. (The stop is the indentation below the eyes where the muzzle meets the skull.)

      Ears:

      Should hang close to the head and be set at eye level, or slightly below. The ears should be long, wide, and thickly feathered, without excessive fringe.

      Feet:

      Should be rather small and oval, with arched toes and thick pads.

      Tail:

      Should be straight, set high, and carried up. The tail is docked to ensure a balanced outline. It shouldn't be set low, curled, or carried over the back.

      Coat:

      Curly and dense, with a natural harsh texture, or corded (coat hanging in long, tight curls, like dreadlocks). Poodles can be any solid color. Particolored poodles can be registered with the AKC, but they may not be shown in conformation.

      Topline:

      The back from the shoulders to the tail should be level.

      Movement:

      A straightforward trot with light, springy action and strong hindquarters drive. Head and tail should be carried up.

      Temperament:

      The poodle should carry himself proudly, with a very active and intelligent appearance and an air of distinction and dignity.
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      Introduction

      [image: illustration] WELCOME TO THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF POODLES! These fun-loving, beautiful dogs have legions of admirers. And it's no wonder — they're elegant, athletic, smart as whips, and great companions. All this in a package that doesn't shed!

      One of the many great things about poodles is that there's a size for everyone. If you want a lap dog, you can get a Toy Poodle. If you're interested in a medium-sized family pet, the Miniature Poodle will fill the bill. And if you're a big-dog person, or perhaps someone who wants a dog you can hunt or run marathons with, the Standard Poodle is right up your alley. All three sizes excel in events like agility and obedience.

      Poodles are glamorous, and that glamour has sometimes given them a bad rap. The unenlightened sometimes think they're sissy dogs, yappy dogs, or spoiled brats. While it is easy to spoil a dog as wonderful as a poodle (especially the tiny guys), a well-bred and well-socialized poodle is a joy to be around. These elegant creatures are so easily trained that with a just little effort they're an absolute delight to live with.

      One thing that poodle owners often marvel about is the human quality of their poodles. While it's not fair to expect your poodle to act like a human — it's always a good idea to remember he's a dog, with a dog's motivations — sometimes poodles seem like small humans in furry coats. They seem to possess a capacity for reason that surpasses other breeds. And they're absolutely excellent at training their people. These dogs are so in-tune with their humans and so companionable that they easily become full-fledged family members.

      You can take full advantage of these characteristics by involving your poodle in your activities and by focusing some of your family activities on your poodle. Get involved with agility (a sport that puts dogs through an obstacle course), obedience, freestyle (dancing with dogs), or any number of other great dog sports. Poodles tend to travel well, so you can take them along on family vacations, provided you choose pet-friendly destinations.

      Poodles aren't for people who want to relegate their dog to the back yard. While they do need their exercise, they need to be with their human family members. And that wonderful, nonshedding coat does have some care requirements, so don't get a poodle if you're thinking you won't have to brush and trim his coat regularly (or have a professional groomer trim it, with regular brushing between trims). This requirement for regular grooming makes poodles one of the more expensive breeds to maintain.

      Standard Poodles were originally bred to help hunters retrieve waterfowl. But poodles have filled a variety of roles through the centuries, including that of circus performer. Poodle lovers know what an appropriate job that is! These dogs love an audience. They learn tricks easily and love to perform. They enjoy being the center of attention, so the “Oohs” and “Ahs” of people admiring their tricks is music to their long, fluffy ears. Brains, beauty, and charm — poodles have it all.

      Breed books are all about generalities. It's important to note that while generalizations can be made about a single breed, each dog is an individual. If you have more than one poodle in your family, you have more than one personality. Some personality traits might well match what you'll read in this book. Others might not. While it's important to learn about the breed, take all generalizations with a grain of salt, and don't fault your poodle for not conforming to everything you read. Rather, enjoy his individuality and revel in his quirks.

      Poodles are a little like potato chips. Once you get one, you might want more and more. Provided your bank account will handle it, multiple poodles can be loads of fun! [image: illustration]
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      Meet the Poodle

      POODLE LOVERS ARE PASSIONATE about their breed. And who can blame them? Poodles are glamorous, comical, elegant, athletic, and smart as smart can be. What you can train your poodle to do is limited only by your imagination. There's even a size to fit every taste. They're not low-maintenance dogs, however. The fact that they don't shed is wonderful, but that curly coat makes frequent grooming absolutely essential. And they require human companionship, but that's easy because they make excellent family members.

      
Poodle Popularity

      In 2003, poodles ranked as the sixth most popular breed of dog in the United States, according to registration statistics from the American Kennel Club (AKC), the country's premiere registry for purebred dogs. Over the last ten years or so, American tastes have run toward the less fancy Labrador Retriever, but that wasn't the case in decades past. In 1960, poodles hit number one on the AKC's registry charts, and they held that top rank for twenty-three years!

      The poodle was a cultural icon in the middle part of the twentieth century. What pops into mind when you think about 1950s fashions? Why, it's the poodle skirt, of course — the symbol of the carefree innocence and frivolity of that decade.

      
        
[image: illustration] Fact

        Gertrude Stein, John Steinbeck, and James Thurber are among the creative people of the twentieth century who have counted poodles among their muses. Indeed, Steinbeck's book about his journeys with his Standard Poodle, Travels with Charley, is a must-read for any poodle lover.

      

      U.S. presidents, for the most part, haven't jumped on the poodle bandwagon. However, President Nixon's daughter Julie had a small silver poodle named Vicky, probably a Toy, when Nixon was in the White House. Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia, has a white Toy Poodle named Tosca.

      
A Brief History of the Poodle

      The exact origins of the poodle are not clear. What we do know is that poodles are a very old breed — illustrations of poodles were carved on Roman tombs in 30 A.D., and clipped poodles appeared in French, Dutch, and Italian paintings as early as 1454.

      While the name poodle was derived from the German word pudel, meaning to splash in the water, the breed has its origins in three countries: Germany, France, and Russia. An early English “Water Dog” similar to the poodle also existed. The Russian poodle was more like a greyhound in appearance, while the German poodle was sturdier and woollier.

      In France, larger poodles became known as the Caniche, a variation on “chien canard,” or “duck dog.” The smaller toy-like poodle in France was known as the petit Barbet.

      Early poodles were large dogs used as water retrievers, and it is because of this serious occupation that the fanciful-looking Continental trim evolved. Poodles' coats were debilitatingly heavy when wet, so the dogs were shaved in the areas that didn't need protection from the cold water (like the hind end and the legs), with the ankles, chest, and head kept covered with hair. The Continental clip may appear silly to some (and has definitely given poodles an undeserved reputation as sissy dogs), but it has its origins in athleticism and hard work.

      
        
[image: illustration] Essential

        Although the poodle's origins can be traced back in part to Germany and Russia, these dogs are most often associated with France due to the breed's massive popularity there. The poodle is the national dog of France and indeed is erroneously called the French poodle by many.

      

      Small poodles were also trained to be truffle dogs, used to sniff out and dig up truffles, the edible mushrooms that are considered a delicacy. These dogs, which became known as truffle poodles, were especially in demand in England in the late nineteenth century through the time of World War I. Truffle poodles were particolored, either black and white, brown and white, or lemon and white.

      
The AKC Breed Standard

      Every breed has a written standard, established by that breed's national club, against which dogs are judged in conformation dog shows. In fact, the word “conformation” refers to how well the individual dog conforms to the breed standard. Dogs are judged not against one another, but against how well they match this written standard.

      You can take a look at the following standard established by the Poodle Club of America (PCA) to see how well your poodle measures up to the standard. (The illustrated standard is available on the PCA's Web site, [image: illustration]  www.poodleclubofamerica.org .) If your poodle's appearance deviates from the standard, that doesn't make him an inferior or bad dog. It just means he's probably not going to win any dog shows. It also means that he's probably not a good candidate for breeding. In fact, dog shows were begun as a way to evaluate and identify excellent breeding stock. That is why spayed and neutered dogs aren't allowed to compete.

      
        
[image: illustration] Fact

        Whether a dog is a good candidate for breeding is determined in part by how well he or she conforms to the standard. That is why it's desirable to buy a poodle puppy whose parents are champions (and free of genetic diseases). It's an indication that dog-show judges have determined that these parent dogs are good examples of the breed.

      

      The Overall Picture

      That elegant air of distinction that surrounds most poodles — as well as the breed's legendary smarts — is written right into the breed standard. According to the PCA standard, the general appearance, carriage, and condition of the poodle is “[t]hat of a very active, intelligent and elegant-appearing dog, squarely built, well proportioned, moving soundly and carrying himself proudly. Properly clipped in the traditional fashion and carefully groomed, the Poodle has about him an air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himself.”

      Size and Variety

      Poodles come in three sizes, Standard, Miniature, and Toy. The breed standard spells out the distinction:

      
        	Standard Poodles are over 15 inches at the shoulder.

        	Miniature Poodles are over 10 inches and up to 15 inches at the shoulder.

        	Toy Poodles are 10 inches and under at the shoulder.

      

      While it is technically the height of the dog that determines his variety, the type of poodle his parents are is also a factor. For example, an 11-inch dog born to a pair of Toy Poodles is usually considered an oversized Toy. Similarly, a 10-inch poodle born to Miniatures would be considered an undersized mini.

      Size is the only thing that differentiates among the three classifications. In every other aspect, all three are measured against the same standard, though in reality poodles of each size tend to have a slightly different look.

      
        
[image: illustration] Alert!

        According to the breed standard, there's no such thing as “Teacup” Toy Poodles (extra-small Toys) or “Royal” Standard Poodles (extra-large standards). Such terms are used to make over- and undersized dogs seem special. Responsible breeders avoid this terminology.

      

      Poodles should be squarely proportioned — they should be as long from the breastbone to the point of the rump as they are tall, from the ground to the top of the shoulders. The bone and muscle of both front and hind legs should be in proportion to the size of the dog, and that's why Toy Poodles are more delicate than Standard Poodles.

      The Head and Body

      According to the standard, poodle eyes should be “very dark, oval in shape and set far enough apart and positioned to create an alert intelligent expression.” Those long, beautiful ears should hang close to the head and be set at eye level or slightly below.

      The skull should be moderately rounded with a slight but definite stop. (The stop is the indentation below the eyes where the muzzle meets the skull.) The length of the muzzle should be about the same as the distance from the stop to the back of the head. Teeth should be white and strong and meet in a scissors bite, where the upper incisors slightly overlap and touch the lower incisors.

      The poodle's neck should be long enough for him to carry his head high and with dignity. His back (known as the topline) should be level from the highest point of the shoulder to the base of the tail. The poodle's chest should be deep and moderately wide, with well-sprung ribs.

      The poodle's front legs should be straight and parallel, and the feet should be small, oval in shape, with arched toes and thick pads. Hind legs should be straight and parallel when viewed from the rear.

      The poodle's tail, with its signature pompom, is one of the most recognizable characteristics of the breed. According to the standard, the tail should be straight, set high, and carried up. It should be docked to a “sufficient length to ensure a balanced outline.” Major faults are tails that are set low, curled, or carried over the back.

      
        
[image: illustration] Fact

        While most poodles seen in the show ring have long coats, the breed standard doesn't designate the length of hair. Some poodle owners keep their show dogs in a shorter Continental, with a shorter, cap-like topknot. This cut is called by some the “historically correct Continental,” since it more closely mimics the cut that hunters originally gave their working poodles.

      

      The Poodle Coat

      According to the breed standard, the poodle's coat can be either curly or corded. A corded coat hangs in long, tight curls, like dreadlocks. Corded poodles aren't born with corded coats (though some are born with coats more amenable to cording); it's a hairstyle that the owner has to work to achieve. The cords — which are about the circumference of a pencil — are nothing more than matted curls carefully grown out and separated at the skin on a regular basis. Corded poodles were popular in Victorian England but are only rarely seen today, probably because of the work it takes to maintain the coat.

      If you're going to show your poodle in AKC conformation, you must keep him in one of three cuts: a puppy clip for pups under a year old, or the Continental or English Saddle clip for adults. Dogs in the stud dog and brood bitch classes (where they're judged on the basis of their progeny), and those in a noncompetitive “Parade of Champions” can be shown in a sporting clip. See Chapter 10 for descriptions of these various clips.

      Coloration

      Poodles can be any solid color. An even tone within that color is desired, though in blues, grays, silvers, browns, café au laits, apricots, and creams, the coat may show varying shades of the same color. Poodles that aren't solid are known as particolored poodles, and these are disqualified from showing in AKC shows.

      In order to conform to the breed standard, your poodle should have the appropriate color of nose, lips, eyes, eye rims, and nails. That color is black (with very dark eyes) for all coat colors except brown and café au lait, which should have liver-colored noses, lips, and eye rims, with dark amber eyes and dark nails. In apricots, it is preferred that these features be black, though amber eyes and liver-colored noses, eye rims, and lips are permitted.

      
        
[image: illustration] Alert!

        Though particolored poodles are not allowed in the AKC show ring, they can be registered in the AKC and can compete in obedience, agility, tracking, and any other AKC event. A particolored poodle can make a wonderful — and eye-catching — pet.

      

      Gait and Movement

      The standard calls for “a straightforward trot with light, springy action and strong hindquarters drive.” When trotting, the legs should move on the diagonal — the front leg on one side goes forward at the same time as the hind leg on the other side. The head and tail are carried up. “Sound effortless movement is essential,” according to the standard. In short, poodles should prance, with dignity.

      
The Work of the Poodle

      Poodles are so clever and companionable they can make great working partners for people. If you can find a job for your poodle to do, he'll thank you for it. Working helps keep his brain occupied, and, depending upon the job, it might provide great exercise, too. As mentioned earlier, helping hunters is the original work of the poodle. If you don't enjoy the prospect of actually hunting, you can tap into your poodle's innate hunting skills by teaching him to retrieve a thrown toy. Poodles have also historically been performers, and they will love learning tricks to impress you and your friends.

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      
        
[image: illustration] Poodles were originally bred as hunting dogs and most are natural retrievers.
      

      Poodles can even work as assistance dogs. Standard Poodles are large enough to assist the physically disabled. Smaller poodles (as well as Standards) can perform other assistance jobs, like alerting hearing-impaired people to particular sounds.

      Poodles make terrific therapy dogs because they don't tend to be intimidating, they don't shed, and they aren't marked by that strong “doggy” smell. If your poodle is friendly, loves people, and isn't afraid of strangers or strange situations, you might want to look into training him to become a therapy dog. There are a number of groups out there that will evaluate your poodle, help you train him, and place you in an appropriate therapy situation. See Appendix A for contact information.

      
Special Needs of the Poodle

      As wonderful as poodles are, they do have some needs particular to the breed. The brains and beauty of the poodle must be maintained. But it's a small price to pay to have a smart, nonshedding, glamorous dog that is a great companion. If you're not able to meet the special needs of the poodles outlined below, you should seriously consider whether the poodle is the right breed for you after all.

      Grooming Needs

      One of the reasons people love having poodles as pets is that they don't shed. At least, the hair they do shed stays in their fur and doesn't go all over the house. But the price you pay for the convenience of a nonshedding dog is that they simply must be regularly groomed. If you don't groom your poodle regularly, you end up with a fuzzy, matted mess of a dog that is also very uncomfortable. Unlike some short-haired breeds, whose fur reaches a genetically predetermined length and then falls out, poodle hair doesn't stop growing. It's up to you to trim it (or have it trimmed) regularly. You'll find guidelines for basic grooming in Chapter 10.

      Particularly if you start as soon as you get your dog, brushing and combing several times a week can be a pleasure for both of you, not a chore. The grooming process removes shed hair from the coat before it has a chance to form mats. And it makes life easier for you, your poodle, and your groomer.

      
        
[image: illustration] Fact

        Poodles will let you cut their hair however you want. Most don't mind being dressed up and in fact may enjoy the attention. They'll stand for just about any fashion statement you want them to make — that's one of the advantages to having a dog that has been handled for grooming from a very young age.

      

      Attention and Companionship

      If you're inclined to leave your dog alone all day in the yard, the poodle is not for you. One could argue that no dog should be an outdoor dog, but poodles in particular crave human companionship. They want to be full-fledged members of the family, and they'll do their part by being funny, protective, snuggly, and interactive. Don't leave your poodle in the yard. In fact, take him with you wherever you go, as much as possible. He's guaranteed to put a smile on the face of the people you encounter. If you train him (which is very easy to do), he'll comport himself beautifully. Your poodle wants to be with you, in the house, in the car, on errands. He doesn't want to hang out by himself in the yard.

      Exercise for the Mind

      Poodles are smart dogs. In Stanley Coren's 1995 book, The Intelligence of Dogs, the poodle ranked second (behind the Border collie) in terms of intelligence and trainability. A mind is a terrible thing to waste. Don't let your poodle's brain be understimulated. If you do, you might end up with a dog that creates his own diversions — and you might not like the activities he chooses.

      There's plenty you can do to keep your poodle's mind occupied. You can train him (clicker training, in particular, is a great way to keep his mind working). You can give him puzzles to figure out, with interactive toys like the Buster Cube and Molecuball. You can make him work for his food by putting it in a Kong toy (a hollow rubber toy with a hole in the end) rather than in a bowl. He'll be forced to lick the food out (if it's wet and sticky) or toss the Kong around to get dry food to dribble out. If your puppy is very adept at this, freeze the food-filled Kong toy.

      
        
[image: illustration] Essential

        Your poodle might naturally be so well behaved that you don't feel the need to train her. But training her to do tricks is fun for both of you; plus, it strengthens the bond between you and provides important mental stimulation for your dog.

      

      Exercise for the Body

      It's important to exercise your poodle's physical body as well as his mind. It doesn't matter what size of poodle you have — your dog needs exercise. Exercise will keep your poodle fit. It will help keep his mind occupied. Regular walks allow him to see the world (or at least his neighborhood). Particularly if you have a young dog, giving him plenty of exercise will ensure that he sleeps, rather than getting into trouble when you leave him at home.

      There are lots of ways to give your poodle exercise. If your dog is small, simply throwing the ball inside the house can provide a workout. Games of fetch in the yard, on-leash walks, off-leash romps (in a safe area, of course), and organized sports (described in Chapter 19) are all great ways to wear your dog out. Playing with other dogs is perhaps the best option. This will not only keep his body in good shape, it will broaden his horizons and expand his social skills.

      Training Is the Foundation

      Poodles are such social creatures, so smart and trainable, that it is both a pleasure and an obligation to provide them with some sort of training. Training provides that all-important mental stimulation for your clever dog. It's also a great way to open the lines of communication between the two of you. If your dog is well trained you can take him anywhere. That means you get to spend more time together, which will delight your poodle to no end.

      
        
[image: illustration] Question?

        
          Why should I bother training my Toy Poodle?
        

        When you can scoop up your Toy dog to keep her out of trouble, or when you can barely feel it when she jumps on you, it's easy to think that training isn't necessary. But your Toy dog still deserves the mental stimulation and enjoyment that training provides.

      

      The best part is that poodles make training easy and fun. They're so easy to train that harsh methods aren't necessary (and indeed can be counterproductive). So sign up for a positive training class, get yourself a clicker and some treats, and you and your poodle will be on the way. [image: illustration]
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      Looking for a Poodle

      AS WONDERFUL AS POODLES ARE, you need to make sure the breed is right for you before you commit to getting one. And once you've decided on a poodle, where do you find the right one for you? With so many breeders, rescue programs, shelters, and pet stores offering dogs, it can be difficult to know the best place to get your poodle. But with a little research, you'll be able to find a healthy, happy dog to bring home, while avoiding the pitfalls some pet owners fall into.

      
Is the Poodle Right for You?

      It's easy to extol the virtues of the poodle. They're good with kids, great companions, they don't leave shed hair around the house … the list goes on and on. These intelligent, friendly dogs aren't for everyone, though. Regardless of the size of poodle you select, the breed in general has certain needs that must be met. As explained in Chapter 1, all poodles need regular grooming (trims every couple of months and regular between-trim brushing and combing), human companionship, regular exercise, and games or training to keep their minds occupied.

      Before you get a poodle, ask yourself some important questions:

      
        	Are you able to devote the time necessary to raise your puppy and meet your adult dog's exercise and grooming needs?

        	Can you afford the professional grooming and regular veterinary care your poodle requires?

        	Will you keep your dog in the house, even when you're not at home?

        	Can you keep a fairly consistent schedule so your poodle knows when to expect her walks, meals, and play times?

        	Are you willing to make your dog a member of the family and take her needs and desires into consideration when making family decisions?

        	Are you committed to caring for a poodle for her entire life — which may be fifteen years or more?

      

      Don't bring a poodle home if you're hesitant about making any of these commitments or adjustments. You don't want to end up in a situation where neither you nor the dog is happy.

      Poodles as Pets

      If you want an athletic dog that can go running, hiking, or even hunting with you, a Standard or Miniature Poodle might be ideal. If you're looking for a lap dog to snuggle with while you're watching television, all three varieties of poodles can work well (though your lap has to be pretty big to accommodate a Standard Poodle). If you want a guard dog that will scare people away, the poodle might not be the most visually frightening breed, but she can be very good at alerting you to suspicious activity. The bark of the Standard and Miniature Poodle is probably enough to scare people away.

      Getting Past the Stereotypes

      One thing to bear in mind as a potential poodle owner is the anti-poodle bias that is all too prevalent in our culture. While poodles easily win over most people they meet, there are some folks who hold the relatively fancy appearance of the breed against them. The Toy Poodle, in particular, is subject to ridicule, though unfavorable comments are made about all three sizes. Some people may have mixed feelings about having the poodle as a pet rather than a tougher-looking breed. Poodle owners know what wonderful animals they're caring for and should turn a deaf ear to such comments.

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      [image: illustration] Poodle mixes can make adorable and delightful pets.

      
Poodles and Other Pets

      Poodles can get along perfectly well with other pets in your family, particularly if they're brought up with them. Since poodles relate so well to the humans in the family (and often seem to consider themselves human), they may treat the other animal like their own pet, rather than as a peer. But there's no harm in that.

      Your Cat: Friend or Foe?

      Poodles and cats can certainly become the best of friends. To a great degree, the success in the relationship depends upon the cat. You also need to introduce the two animals carefully. See Chapter 6 for guidelines on this. Once the introductions are over and the two become accustomed to each other, poodles and cats can make very good interspecies companions.

      Be sure to give your cat a high place where she can get away from the poodle. Escape routes are absolutely essential to keep your cat from feeling trapped. If she feels trapped, she may feel the need to swipe at the dog — if she makes contact, that might put a damper on their relationship.

      Other Critters

      Poodles are so intelligent and biddable that you can teach them to leave other pets, like rabbits, guinea pigs, and birds, alone. But use some common sense. Don't forget that poodles are dogs. And dogs are predators. So don't leave your poodle alone with loose fuzzy creatures your dog could view as prey. Keep your small pets out of your poodle's reach.

      
Poodles and Children

      Poodles can make great companions for children. They're tolerant, easy to train, full of energy, and very smart. However, there are a few things parents should be aware of. As tolerant as poodles can be, you need to teach your kids to treat dogs with kindness and respect. Teach them to notice and obey any warning signals a dog might give that she's had enough attention (a curl of a lip or low growl, for instance).

      
        
[image: illustration] Essential

        Make sure everyone in your family wants a poodle before you get one. The sad truth is that there's an anti-poodle bias out there, and you want all family members to love your poodle and be proud to take him for a walk.

      

      Small children should always be supervised around dogs. In fact, dogs and small children may need to be protected from each other. Toy Poodles are delicate and need to be supervised around rambunctious kids. If your child were to drop a Toy Poodle, the dog could break a leg. On the other hand, an exuberant Standard Poodle could knock over a small child in play. With proper supervision, however, a poodle could easily become your child's new best friend.

      
Who Will Care for Your Poodle?

      Poodles make great family dogs. No matter which size you select, your new poodle will wiggle her way into the hearts of all your family members. If you're getting a dog because your kids want one, you can certainly involve them in the care of your new dog, but please be sure an adult takes the ultimate responsibility for your poodle's care. Being responsible for a living, feeling creature is a lot of responsibility for a child, and you owe it to your dog to see that her needs are fully met. A parent who thinks the children will take care of the dog will likely be disappointed, and the dog will be the one that suffers. That said, there are plenty of dog-related tasks that your children can take on, depending on their age.

      Small children, for example, can help fill a food bowl and put it down for your dog. Older kids can exercise the dog — and even little ones can toss a toy for a poodle that has been trained to retrieve it. Poop pickup in the yard is a perennial favorite chore to assign to a kid. Particularly motivated older children can be the primary trainer in a dog-training class, provided the instructor allows it. Regular brushing can be part of a gentle child's routine responsibilities, though an adult must make sure that this important chore is done properly.

      
Where to Look for Your Poodle

      There are a number of places you can buy a poodle, and some are clearly better than others. Since poodles, like all purebred dogs, are subject to genetic diseases, you're best off buying a puppy from a reputable breeder who has screened the parents to try to make sure they're not carrying any hereditary health problems. Unfortunately, many people who sell poodles don't fall into this category. If you can't find a breeder you like, adopting from a rescue group or shelter is another good option.

      The Reputable Breeder

      To find the ideal breeder from which to buy your poodle puppy (or an adult dog), look for someone who genuinely cares about the dogs he breeds. Such a person will provide health testing and certificates, spay or neuter all “pet-quality” puppies, supply a pedigree and health guarantee, and ask you questions about your lifestyle to make sure you'll be a suitable poodle owner. Stay away from breeders who advertise in the newspaper, breed without doing health screenings, or sell to pet stores or puppy brokers.

      If you want to buy a poodle puppy, take the time to research breeders and find one who will sell you a healthy puppy. You can still love a poorly bred pup that suffers from health problems, but you and your poodle will be happier if you're not dealing with a lifetime of health concerns. Be prepared for these puppies to be expensive — whelping a litter responsibly is not cheap. See Chapter 4 for more information about reputable breeders.
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        Price should not be a major factor in selecting a source for a poodle. The money that reputable breeders charge is spent on health tests and good care. It is paid back to you through fewer veterinary bills down the road. Purchase or adoption price is only a small fraction of the money you will spend on your poodle in his lifetime — make sure it is money well spent.

      

      Breed Rescue Organizations

      Another way to acquire a purebred poodle is by adopting a dog someone else no longer wants. Rescued poodles are by no means inferior. People often have to give up their dogs for a variety of reasons that have nothing to do with the health or personality of their pet, and some absolutely wonderful dogs are available through rescue organizations or shelters.

      The main difference between adopting a rescue and buying a puppy is that, with a rescue, you don't have the health guarantees. You're throwing the dice a bit, but you're also taking the opportunity to help a homeless animal.

      It's not always easy to find a purebred poodle puppy in need of rescue. But adult dogs, particularly of the standard variety, are available if you're willing to do a little searching and a little waiting. Contact the Poodle Club of America to find the poodle rescue person nearest you. Bear in mind that a needy poodle might be waiting for you in another state. If the rescue group allows out-of-state adoptions, you can apply long-distance and go pick your poodle up.

      One advantage to adopting a poodle from a rescue group is that, typically, the dog will have been in a foster home. You can talk with the person who has been living with this poodle and get a sense of her personality, how she does with kids or other dogs or cats, and her likes or dislikes. This knowledge will help you select the right poodle to fit your family and lifestyle, and it also helps the rescue organization make the perfect match.
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        Many poodle rescue people are responsible breeders who are so committed to the breed that they want to help all needy poodles. Expect to be grilled about your suitability as a poodle owner by a rescue group. Rescuers are as careful in matching a rescue poodle with his new family as they are in screening homes for the puppies they breed.

      

      Animal Shelters Many purebred dogs end up in animal shelters. According to research done by the National Council of Pet Population Study and Policy, 25 percent of shelter dogs are purebred. So if you're looking for a purebred poodle, don't rule out animal shelters as a place to find one. Bear in mind that if your area has an active poodle rescue group, the animal shelter may call the rescue group whenever a poodle shows up in the shelter. So if you don't see any poodles in shelters, it doesn't mean there aren't any available locally — they may just have already been sent to the rescue group.



OEBPS/images/e.jpg





OEBPS/images/upaero.jpg





OEBPS/images/fact.jpg





OEBPS/images/p8-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/locket.jpg





OEBPS/images/p15-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/aero.jpg





OEBPS/images/question.jpg





OEBPS/images/essential.jpg





OEBPS/images/alert.jpg





OEBPS/images/mouse.jpg





OEBPS/images/welcome.jpg
VERYTHINE

DOG BREED GUIDES





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
A

Adams Media
Avon. Massachusetts





OEBPS/images/Cover.jpg
THE

VERYTHING
PO ODLE

A complete guide to raising,
training, and caring for your Poodle

Janine Adams





