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CHAPTER 1 [image: ] SNAIL MAIL
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“Isla, you’ve got snail mail!”

Isla Verde looked up from her desk. She was in the middle of reading about different leaves on the island of Sol. There were so many types of plants that Isla thought the island secretly made space for more to grow.

Putting the book down, Isla swirled around in her desk chair.

“You’re always a welcome break, Mama,” Isla said. “I wonder if it’s my new magnifying glass.”

“I don’t think it would fit in this.” Mama placed two envelopes on Isla’s desk. “One for you and one for Fitz. Take a look while I finish making lunch.”

[image: Image]

As Mama left, Isla’s gecko best friend leaped up from his nap. “Mail from snails is the worst! Remember that one time we brought them apples, and they sent us back an envelope full of leftovers?”
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Isla shivered. How could she forget the soggy envelope? “Those leftover apples had seen better days. But I don’t think Mama meant that kind of snail mail. These letters were delivered by someone on foot.”

Fitz sniffed the air. “These don’t smell like old apples.…”

They studied the envelopes. One was bright pink and had Isla’s name written on it in big, glittery letters. The other one was much smaller and had Fitz’s name spelled out with stickers.
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“Who would send us such bright, glittery envelopes?” Isla asked, winking at Fitz.

“I’m no detective,” Fitz replied. “But I think I know who they’re from.…”

At the same time, they exclaimed, “Tora!”

“Let’s open them!” Fitz said.

Isla opened his first and then hers. Even more glitter spilled out from inside the envelopes as they took out invitations. They read:
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Fitz whistled, shaking some glitter off his feet. “She sure knows how to sell a party. Even though I don’t know what an eggs-tra-va-gan-za is… do you?”

Isla spelled it out for him on a piece of paper. “It’s ex-tra-va-gan-za. It means a huge party!”

Fitz tapped his chin. “So, there won’t be any eggs involved?”

“Unfortunately, no,” Isla said. “At least, I don’t think so.”
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Isla had never been invited to a sleepover before. Not unless you counted the night she tried sleeping outside with the fireflies. Fireflies liked to put on light shows. She’d tried to stay out as late as possible, but Mama thought it was better for Isla to sleep in her own bed.

“Now that’s a lot of sparkle!” Mama popped back into Isla’s room.

“We’re invited to the biggest party of the year! No big deal.” Isla waved a hand as if it were nothing.
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“Do you think this party could use a fresh batch of quesitos?” Mama pulled a plate of her famous twisted pastries from behind her back.

“Did you say… quesitos?” Fitz nearly floated into the air as he drooled. “Perfectly glazed, beautifully crunchy, and sweetly flaky?”

The mouthwatering scent swirled around them.

“Oh yeah.” Isla sighed dreamily. “There’s nothing like sugar to bring people together.”

“I’ll take that as a yes.” Mama winked.
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