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Praise for 101 Bible Questions





“Andrew Farley’s 101 Bible Questions fearlessly tackles challenging passages and offers a profound understanding of God’s love and forgiveness. Prepare to have your preconceived notions shattered as you witness the puzzle pieces of God’s grace falling into place. This book makes every verse come alive with new meaning and significance. I urge you to grab a copy, devour its pages, and prepare to have your faith reignited and your understanding deepened.”


—Bart Millard, singer/songwriter for MercyMe
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Foreword


It is with great pleasure and admiration that I write this foreword for Andrew Farley’s extraordinary book. Andrew’s profound worldwide impact is felt through his website, BibleQuestions.com, where people from more than a hundred countries receive sound scriptural answers to their pressing questions. As the creator of BibleQuestions.com, Andrew’s use of technology has resulted in grace-based answers being instantly available in dozens of languages—a world mission in itself!


Over the years, Andrew and I have developed a deep friendship, sharing countless moments of camaraderie, laughter, and support. We have stood together on stages, served on boards, and explored life’s challenges side by side. One cherished tradition among our close circle of friends and fellow authors is our gatherings in Texas, where we engage in spirited rounds of golf, delicious meals, and profound conversations that often extend late into the evening.


Andrew’s commitment to his craft is awe-inspiring. Six days a week, regardless of his location, he fearlessly broadcasts his radio show in real time. I have had the privilege of listening to many of these programs and have always been captivated by his ability to offer concise and insightful answers to even the most difficult questions. His responses are firmly grounded in Scripture and delivered with unwavering kindness, even to those who may challenge his beliefs. It is truly remarkable to witness. Andrew’s profound understanding of God’s grace and our righteousness in Christ shines through as he fearlessly tackles loaded questions and dismantles long-held misconceptions. I take immense pride in the depth and clarity of his responses.


I confess that I had always imagined Andrew surrounded by myriad screens, each one dedicated to a specific aspect of his vast knowledge. I envisioned monitors for Scripture, hard questions, world news, biblical history, commentaries, and word studies. Perhaps there’d even be screens for theology dictionaries and cross-referencing. My curiosity reached its peak during a visit to Texas when I hurried into his recording studio to assist him in finding a missing power cord. What I discovered was a revelation that challenged my preconceptions. There, in the heart of his setup, was a simple table, a chair, a headset, and a single computer. On the screen, only the Bible and nothing else. It was in that moment that I contemplated a change in my own profession. Who else possesses such extraordinary focus and dependence on God’s Word alone? I realized that Andrew’s gift extends beyond mere knowledge; it stems from a profound connection to God’s truth.


Andrew’s calling is unquestionably remarkable. This book you now hold represents a compilation of his most profound insights, a collection of “greatest hits” in which he offers clarity, biblical truth, and practical applications not only to the callers on his show but also to the hundreds of thousands of us listening live in major cities across North America. Through his uncommon and breathtaking perspective, Andrew presents God’s grace in a way that resonates deeply with our lives.


Within these pages, you will encounter nuanced and eminently practical responses to questions that resonate with all of us. I am profoundly grateful that God has chosen Andrew to be a voice on the airwaves and in books for this generation. It fills me with hope for the impact he will continue to make.


Andrew’s ability to weave Scripture into a compelling narrative that showcases God’s grace is truly remarkable. He approaches every question boldly, leading others toward the freedom, life, and authenticity that can be found in fully trusting the finished work of Jesus. His unwavering conviction that all who have placed their faith in Jesus are righteous is infectious. By immersing yourself in his teachings, I am confident that you, too, will be transformed.


Prepare to embark on a journey of faith reimagined as Andrew challenges you to reconsider long-held assumptions about the Christian life. This book serves as a breath of fresh air in a religious culture that often finds itself suffocated by half-truths and moralistic demands. Celebrate the boundless love of God as you delve into this masterpiece.


—John Lynch


former pastor at Open Door Fellowship, president of John Lynch Speaks, coauthor of The Cure, and bestselling author of On My Worst Day










PART A SALVATION











1 How can you be saved?





Quick Answer


All people are sinful and in need of salvation—and salvation is only possible through faith in Jesus Christ. He died on the cross for your sins and rose from the dead to offer you new life in Him. By accepting that Jesus is the Son of God and therefore has the power and authority to save you, and by trusting in His death and resurrection, you can be forgiven of your sins and enjoy life with God now and for eternity.







Diving Deeper


The price of sin is death (Romans 6:23). But God loves you and wants to save you from the penalty of your sins. Therefore, He provided a way for you to be saved through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). By dying on the cross, Jesus took the punishment for your sins. And by rising from the dead, Jesus defeated sin and death for you.


Salvation is not achieved through good works or human effort. It is a free gift of God given only to those who put their trust in Jesus Christ:




For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8–9)





By putting your faith in Jesus Christ, you can have eternal life and not face any punishment from God for your sins: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16; emphasis added).


Put another way, Romans 10:9–10 says, “That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”


In summary, salvation is a gift from God. Those who put their trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are born again to a whole new life. This salvation cannot be earned by any human effort or good works on your part. It is freely given by God’s grace through believing in Jesus’s death for your sins and receiving by faith His resurrection life.







Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	How have you seen the word “Christian” used, and how do you think it is often misunderstood or misused? How does the true definition of a Christian, as someone who believes in the death and resurrection of Christ for forgiveness and eternal life, compare to how the term is commonly used?


	Based on the true definition, do you consider yourself a Christian? Why or why not? How has your belief in Jesus and acceptance of His gift of salvation through faith impacted your life?


	
If you are not yet a Christian, what obstacles or challenges might be keeping you from believing in the Gospel? How might understanding the true meaning of salvation by grace through faith help to address these obstacles?
















2 Is baptism required for salvation?





Quick Answer


The Bible teaches that water baptism is not necessary for salvation. It is a celebration of the salvation that occurs when we believe in Jesus and are spiritually baptized into His death and resurrection. The apostles Paul and Peter both make it clear that faith in Jesus, not water baptism, is what brings salvation. Acts 2:38, which talks about repentance and baptism in relation to forgiveness of sins, should not be interpreted as suggesting that forgiveness is contingent upon water baptism. Instead, it’s a public declaration of faith in Jesus. The Greek word eis used in the verse can also be translated as “as a result of” or “in view of,” which harmonizes with the big picture of salvation in the New Testament: water baptism was and is a public celebration of our spiritual salvation, not a requirement for it.







Diving Deeper


Water baptism is not necessary for salvation. This is evident in several passages throughout the New Testament. In 1 Peter 3:21, the Apostle Peter speaks of two types of baptism: a baptism for salvation and a physical baptism. The baptism for salvation is linked to “an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” This is the spiritual baptism that occurs when we believe in Jesus, as we are baptized into His death and resurrection (Romans 6:3–5; Colossians 2:12). This spiritual baptism is what brings about salvation, not the physical act of water baptism.


The second type of baptism mentioned by Peter, “the removal of dirt from the flesh,” is a physical one. This is the form of baptism we see in Acts 10:46–48, where it is presented as a symbol of the spiritual baptism that has already occurred. The physical act of water baptism is not necessary for salvation, but it serves as a public declaration of faith in Jesus and the salvation He offers.


The Apostle Paul did not view water baptism as necessary for salvation. In 1 Corinthians 1:17, he made it clear that he came to preach Christ, not baptize people in water. Additionally, in Romans 3:22, Paul states that righteousness comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe, not all who are baptized in water. This message is consistent throughout the New Testament: salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ, not through any good works, ceremonies, or rituals.


Acts 2:38 has caused much heated discussion over the years. At first glance, the verse seems to be teaching that forgiveness of sins is contingent upon baptism. But is this the best interpretation of it? The main source of the debate is the Greek word eis as it relates to forgiveness. Many have taught that eis is best translated as “for.” This interpretation strongly suggests that forgiveness is contingent upon baptism. However, eis can be translated in other ways. It can mean “as a result of,” “in view of,” or “because of.” It seems clear that baptism is to occur because of, as a result of, or in view of our forgiveness in Christ. Any other interpretation makes the gift of the Gospel works-based, not grace-based.


Furthermore, in John 3:5–6, the necessity of being “born of water and the Spirit” to enter God’s Kingdom is often cited as evidence for water baptism being necessary for salvation. However, in this passage, “born of water” refers to physical birth (amniotic fluid), while being “born of the Spirit” refers to spiritual birth. Essentially, John is saying that one cannot enter the Kingdom simply by being physically born (as the Jews in particular might have imagined); one must be spiritually reborn. This passage is not referring to water baptism, but rather to the need for spiritual rebirth through faith in Jesus Christ.


In conclusion, the Bible teaches that water baptism is not necessary for salvation. It’s a symbolic act that serves as a public declaration of faith in Jesus and the salvation He offers. The New Testament is clear that salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not through any good works or rituals. Acts 2:38, when interpreted in context and in harmony with the rest of the New Testament, teaches that salvation is not contingent upon baptism, but rather on faith in Jesus Christ. The physical act of water baptism is not necessary for salvation, but it serves as a visible expression of the spiritual transformation that has already occurred within the believer through faith in Jesus Christ.








Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	Have you ever encountered the belief that water baptism is necessary for salvation? How do you feel about this teaching in light of what the Bible says about spiritual baptism and salvation through faith?


	What is your response to the Apostle Paul’s statement that he was not sent to baptize, but to preach the Gospel (1 Corinthians 1:17)? How do you think this statement relates to the topic of water baptism and salvation?


	How do you interpret the story of the thief on the cross, who was never baptized in water but went to Heaven with Jesus very shortly after meeting Him (Luke 23:43)? How might this story impact your understanding of the role of water baptism in salvation?


	In the early church, water baptism was closely linked to salvation. What do you think might have contributed to this association? (Hint: Consider the influence of John the Baptist and the Jewish religion, as well as the historical meaning baptism held before the advent of Christianity.)
















3 Is the entire world saved?





Quick Answer


The Bible doesn’t support the idea that everyone is or will be saved. It’s clear that those who reject the Gospel will not be saved and will remain unforgiven in God’s eyes. Verses like 2 Corinthians 2:15–16 and Romans 8:9–10 make this clear. Additionally, Ephesians 2:1–3 states that some people live in death as children of wrath. But it’s important to note that God wants everyone to believe, and He is knocking at the door of every heart. Still, He won’t force His way into anyone’s life. It’s up to us to choose to believe in the finished work of Christ and be reborn in Him.







Diving Deeper


The idea that the whole world is saved (universal salvation) is popular today, but Scripture does not support it. There are many examples from the Bible in which we see that a certain group (unbelievers) will perish, be punished, or never experience life with God.


Scripture is clear that those who reject the Gospel (unbelievers) are not saved and remain unforgiven and unrighteous in God’s eyes. This is evident in verses such as 2 Corinthians 2:15–16, which says that some people are perishing; 2 Corinthians 6:14–17, which states that unbelievers are darkness, not light; and Romans 8:9–10, which indicates that some people do not have the Spirit of Christ and do not belong to God. Additionally, 2 Corinthians 13:5 says that some people do not have Jesus in them, and Ephesians 2:1–3 points out that some people are living in death as children of wrath. Ephesians 2:12 also mentions that historically, millions of Gentiles were excluded from salvation and without hope, while Ephesians 4:17–20 states that some people are excluded from the life of God and have hard hearts.


In 1 Timothy 1:8–11, we see that not everyone is a righteous child of God and free from the Law, and in Titus 1:15–16, we see that those who deny God are defiled. Romans 16:7 teaches that not everyone is in Christ; at some point in time, believers are put into Him. Second Corinthians 5:17 tells us that only those who are in Christ become new, and 2 Corinthians 5:19–20 indicates that unbelievers still need to make the choice to be reconciled to God to change their eternal outcomes. Romans 4:22–24 also emphasizes the importance of faith, stating that only those who believe in Jesus have righteousness given to them.


Every one of us is born in Adam, and only by believing in the finished work of Christ are we reborn. People who reject the Gospel choose to remain dead in their sins (1 Corinthians 15:17; Ephesians 2:1). But God is knocking at the door of every heart. He wants everyone to believe, but He will not force His way into anyone’s life (2 Peter 3:9).







Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	What has your experience been with the idea that everyone is saved? Have you encountered this belief before, and if so, how did you respond to it?


	How do the passages listed above shape your understanding of salvation and the idea that not everyone will be saved? How do they challenge or strengthen your beliefs?


	In what ways does 2 Corinthians 5:19–20 reveal a balanced view of Jesus’s finished work and our response to it? How does this verse help us understand the role of faith in our relationship with God?
















4 Does God predetermine who will be saved?





Quick Answer


The biblical understanding of “predestination” is that God predestined the Gentiles, in addition to the Jews, to be included in His plan of salvation through Jesus. This means that God has opened the door of salvation to the entire world, and He desires for everyone to come to repentance and be saved. In Ephesians, Paul speaks of two groups that were predestined by God: “we” (the Jews, who were the first to hope in Christ) and “you also” (the Gentiles, the recipients of Paul’s letter). These Gentiles were without God in the world, but they were now to be included in Christ when they believed the Gospel. In Romans 8:28–30, the idea of being predestined to be conformed to Christ’s image appears, simply referring to the guaranteed spiritual growth of every saint, since growth comes from God. In the New Testament, we learn that predestination is not about God selecting certain individuals for salvation and leaving others without hope; instead, it is about God calling people who were not previously His people (the Gentiles) and including them in the Gospel invitation. Now, anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved, and the invitation is open to all.







Diving Deeper


The concept of predestination can be controversial among Christians, but the biblical understanding is that God predestined the Gentiles (in addition to the Jews) to be included in His plan of salvation through Jesus. This means God has opened the door of salvation to the entire world, and He desires for everyone to come to repentance and be saved.


In Ephesians, Paul speaks of two groups that were predestined by God: “we” (the Jews, who were the first to hope in Christ) and “you also” (the Gentiles, the recipients of Paul’s letter). These Gentiles were without God in the world (Ephesians 2:12), but they were now to be included in Christ when they believed the Gospel.


The inclusion of Gentiles into God’s plan of salvation was a difficult concept for Jews to grasp. For many years, they had been taught that Gentiles were like second-class citizens in the world; after all, they were (and are) God’s chosen people. However, God has the right to bless whomever He wishes with salvation, and His “right to choose” is exemplified in the Old Testament through God’s choice of Jacob over Esau (Romans 9:13) and Pharaoh (Romans 9:17–18). In Romans 9, Paul was simply showing the historical precedent for God doing as He wishes, and pointing out that now He desired to include Gentiles in His salvation plan. Hence, Paul was defending both God’s right to choose and his own ministry to Gentiles.


In Romans 8:28–30, the term “predestined” appears, simply referring to the guaranteed spiritual growth of every saint, since growth comes from God (Colossians 2:19). God has promised that all His children will be conformed to the image of Christ in their attitudes and actions.


In the New Testament, we learn that predestination is not about God selecting certain individuals for salvation and leaving others without hope. Instead, it is about God calling people who did not previously belong to Him (i.e., the Gentiles) and including them in the Gospel invitation. This was God’s secret plan, which has now been revealed. Through this plan, Abraham (by faith) became the father of many nations.


In John 6:44, Jesus says that people can only come to Him if they are drawn by the Father. This might lead one to believe that the Father is making arbitrary decisions about who to invite. But Jesus said, “I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (John 12:32 NIV; emphasis added). This means that God desires for everyone to be saved and to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). Jesus died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2; 2 Corinthians 5:19), and God loves the whole world (John 3:16). He wants none to perish (2 Peter 3:9) but all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).


Therefore, God has not predetermined certain individuals to be saved, leaving others without hope. If that were the case, it would be impossible for you to know if you have been saved or “chosen.” Additionally, everyone’s destiny would be predetermined, rendering evangelism and world missions pointless. However, the opposite is true: In the Scriptures, we see the apostles imploring anyone and everyone to “not harden your hearts” (Hebrews 3:15) and to “be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20). This shows that the choice to accept or reject the Gospel invitation lies with each individual, and the invitation is open to all (Romans 10:13).


In conclusion, the concept of predestination is about God’s secret plan (now revealed!) to extend the Gospel to everyone in the world so that anyone can call on the name of the Lord and be saved. So let’s share the good news of the Gospel with all people, knowing that salvation is an open invitation to everyone (Romans 10:13).







Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	What is your understanding of predestination? Have you ever heard the view that it refers to God’s secret plan, now revealed, to include the Gentiles in the Gospel invitation?


	How does the idea that God loves the world and wants all people to be saved affect your understanding of predestination?


	Some argue that if God truly wanted everyone to be saved, then everyone would be saved already. How do you respond to this viewpoint, considering factors such as Satan’s fall from Heaven, the disobedience of Adam and Eve, and widespread disobedience among humans in general?


	Which view of God do you think is greater: a God who controls all of our decisions or a God who remains sovereign despite our choices? Explain your reasoning.
















5 Can a spiritually dead person respond to the Gospel?





Quick Answer


The idea that people who are spiritually dead cannot call upon the Lord for salvation contradicts what Scripture teaches. God invites all people everywhere to believe in His Son. The idea that humans cannot believe in Jesus because of their spiritually dead state is not biblical. Passages like Romans 3:10–12 describe the condition of humanity due to sin, but do not say that people are unable to believe in Jesus. Romans 10:13 states that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. God wants all people to be saved and has extended to everyone an invitation to receive Jesus. This invitation can be rejected or accepted by anyone.







Diving Deeper


The theology of Calvinism and Reformed thinking posits that people who are spiritually dead cannot call upon the Lord for salvation. However, this contradicts what Scripture teaches. The Bible clearly states that God is inviting all people everywhere to believe in His Son (Romans 10:13; John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9). The idea that humans cannot believe in Jesus because of their spiritually dead state is not supported by the Bible.


Some point to verses like Romans 3:10–12 as evidence for the idea that spiritually dead people cannot believe in Jesus. However, these verses only describe the condition of humanity due to sin: that nobody knows or seeks God. They do not say that people are unable to call upon Him once they hear the Gospel. In fact, Romans 10:13 states that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved, depicting a wide-open Gospel invitation. This message of salvation through faith in Jesus is repeated throughout Scripture, with no caveats or conditions attached.


Scripture teaches that spiritual deadness does not prevent people from believing in Jesus. God wants all people to be saved and has extended an invitation to receive Jesus (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4). Some might point to John 6:44, which says no one comes to Jesus unless God draws them, but John 12:32 indicates that God is drawing all people unto Himself. This invitation is legitimate and can be rejected or embraced by people. When we do believe in Jesus, we are given new spirits through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5). Our new spirits permanently believe in Jesus and love Him with an undying love (Romans 6:17; Ephesians 6:24).


In conclusion, the Bible teaches that all people, regardless of their spiritual state, have the capacity to believe in Jesus and receive salvation. God has extended a wide-open invitation to all, and it is up to us to accept or reject it. The idea that spiritually dead people cannot call upon the Lord for salvation is simply not supported by Scripture.







Let’s Make it a Conversation!




	How does the idea that spiritually dead people cannot believe in Jesus contradict scriptural teachings about God’s invitation for salvation? How could this belief limit the understanding of God’s grace and mercy?


	How does Romans 10:13 depict the possibility of salvation? How does it refute the idea that spiritually dead people cannot believe in Jesus?


	Can you find verses in the Bible that support the idea that any person, regardless of their spiritual state, has the capacity to believe in Jesus and receive salvation? How do these verses demonstrate God’s wide-open invitation for salvation? How do these passages challenge the idea that spiritually dead people cannot believe in Jesus?
















6 Why does James 2 state that one is “justified by works”?





Quick Answer


James 2 does not conflict with the doctrine of justification by faith alone, but emphasizes the importance of a living faith that includes a response to God’s message, rather than just an intellectual agreement with the facts. James is encouraging his readers to follow the examples of Abraham and Rahab, who made a one-time decision in response to God’s message as a demonstration of their living faith. In this way, James is emphasizing that true faith is more than just a mental acknowledgement of some facts; it requires responding to the Gospel by opening the door of your life and offering yourself to Jesus Christ. Jesus taught this same concept in John 6:29 when He said, “This is the work of God, that you believe…” The so-called “work” is to believe.







Diving Deeper


James 2 is a passage that has caused confusion and controversy for many people, particularly due to its statements that we are “justified by works.” At first glance, these statements may seem to contradict the idea that we are justified by faith alone. However, upon closer examination, it becomes clear that James is not talking about works as a lifelong track record of good deeds, but rather about a specific decision in response to God’s message.


Three different times, the passage states that we are “justified by works”:




	“Was our father Abraham not justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?” (James 2:21)


	“You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.” (James 2:24)


	“In the same way, was Rahab the prostitute not justified by works also when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?” (James 2:25)





Fortunately, James provides three examples of what he means by “works” in the passage: offering what is needed, offering someone as a sacrifice (as Abraham did with Isaac), and opening the door to the spies (as Rahab did). In each case, these works are not ongoing efforts to earn salvation, but rather one-time decisions made in response to God’s message. They are not about earning God’s favor, but rather about expressing faith in Him.


It is important to note that James is not introducing a new doctrine of justification but emphasizing the importance of a living faith that includes a response to God’s message. This is consistent with the paradox Jesus taught when He said: “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 6:29). James is contrasting the living faith that saves versus the dead faith of demons who “believe” in God (James 2:19).


Some have attempted to explain this challenging passage by purporting that James is not talking about being justified before God, but being justified before men. While this is a creative take, there is simply no support for this view in the passage itself. In fact, it is salvation itself (justification before God) that is clearly in focus throughout the passage, and there is no mention at all of getting right before men:




“Can that faith save him?” (James 2:14)


“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” (James 2:23 NIV)





Keep in mind that this passage is not about works after salvation, as so many popular theologians claim. Without a doubt, James is talking about what kind of active-faith-with-response saves a person and makes him or her righteous. His point is simply that there is a living faith that involves opening the door of our lives (just like Rahab opened the door) and offering ourselves to God (just like Abraham offered Isaac). This one-time decision to call upon the Lord is the response to the Gospel that truly saves.


In summary, James is not saying that we can earn our salvation through our own efforts. This would contradict the clear teaching of Scripture that salvation is a gift of grace, received through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8–9). James is not saying that works are necessary for salvation, but rather that an actual personal response to the Gospel is required. James is contrasting living faith, which involves such a response, with dead faith like the demons have: they believe in God, but do not respond to His message.







Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	What is your understanding of the meaning of faith and works as described in James 2?


	How do the examples of Abraham and Rahab in this passage illustrate James’s point about the nature of true, living faith?


	How do you respond to the idea that the only “work” God requires is belief in Jesus, as stated in John 6:29?


	Based on your understanding of this passage, do you believe that you have a “living” faith? Why or why not?
















7 What is the narrow gate that leads to life?





Quick Answer


Religion teaches salvation through good works, but Christianity offers something unique: grace. Grace means that salvation is based on the finished work of Jesus Christ, and all one needs to do is believe in Him. But Christianity’s narrow gate of grace is often missed, because it seems too good to be true. Many choose the wide gate of trying to save themselves through their own efforts, but the Law shows that this path is futile. God gave the Law to show the need for grace and the ultimate gift of eternal life freely available through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. This is not cheap grace: Jesus paid the ultimate price for it, but it’s totally free to us!







Diving Deeper


The religions of the world often teach that salvation is earned through good works or personal achievement. For example, in Islam, the hope is that our good deeds will outweigh our bad deeds on the Day of Judgment. In Buddhism, salvation is attained through enlightenment or nirvana, which may take many lifetimes to achieve.


Christianity, however, teaches that salvation is based solely on the finished work of Jesus Christ and that it’s a free gift that must simply be received (John 3:16–17). We cannot earn our way to salvation through our own efforts or good works. Instead, we must humble ourselves and admit our need for grace (James 4:6). We are made righteous through faith in Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21) as we receive the free gift of righteousness (Romans 5:17).


This narrow gate of grace is often missed, because it seems too good to be true and because we are naturally inclined toward trying to earn our own righteousness (Galatians 3:3). The wide gate of self-righteousness is the easier choice, but it ultimately leads to futility (Romans 3:19–20). God gave us the Law to show us the impossibility of self-improvement and our need for His grace and the free gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23).


The gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ is free for us, but it came at a great cost for Jesus. His death and resurrection were required for our salvation, making it a costly grace. We must recognize His achievement on our behalf and choose the narrow gate of grace. In so doing, we receive the gift of salvation by faith in Jesus, rather than trying to earn it through our own efforts.







Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	What is your understanding of the narrow gate and the wide gate as mentioned in Matthew 7:13–14? How do they represent the way of grace and the way of self-righteousness, respectively?


	In what ways does the concept of God’s grace deepen your understanding of the narrow gate and the importance of humbly receiving salvation as a free gift rather than trying to earn it through your own efforts?


	How does the idea that connection with Christ is “easy and light” (Matthew 11:28–30) resonate with you personally? In what ways do you experience this ease and lightness in your relationship with Jesus? How might this concept challenge or change your current beliefs or practices?
















PART B SECURITY











8 Once saved, are you always saved?





Quick Answer


It’s not possible for a Christian to lose their salvation, and many passages serve as evidence for this truth, including John 10:28–29, Romans 8:38–39, and 1 John 5:13. These passages point to the fact that God’s love for His people is unshakable and that nothing can separate us from Him. If salvation were something we could lose through our own actions or lack of faith, it would no longer be a gift but something that we had to work to sustain. This goes against the very nature of salvation as a gift, and it suggests we’re ultimately responsible for maintaining our own salvation rather than God.


Finally, consider three solid reasons we can know we’re secure forever in Christ: First, our sins have been completely forgiven—past, present, and future (Hebrews 10:14). Second, we have received the gift of eternal life, not temporary life. Third, God has given us many promises assuring us that He will never leave us. For these reasons, we believers can know we are saved completely and forever (Hebrews 7:25).







Diving Deeper


The idea that a Christian can lose his salvation is deeply flawed and goes against the very essence of what it means to be saved. As believers in Jesus Christ, we’re given the gift of eternal life—a life that is characterized by the unshakable love of God and the total forgiveness of our sins. This gift is not something we can earn or deserve, but it’s freely given to us through faith in Jesus.


The Bible is clear on this point, with numerous passages affirming the eternal security of the believer. In John 10:28–29, Jesus says, “I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” Here, Jesus emphasizes the fact that His love for His people is unshakable and that nothing can separate us from it. Similarly, in Romans 8:38–39, Paul writes, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This passage underscores the fact that there’s nothing in all of creation that can separate us from the love of God.


Furthermore, if it were possible for a Christian to lose their salvation, that would suggest that our salvation depends on our own efforts rather than on the faithfulness of God. But this goes against the very nature of salvation as a gift, and it undermines the Bible’s teachings on the power and grace of God.


There are three main reasons a believer cannot lose their salvation:




	
The forgiveness that we have in Christ is complete and eternal, taking away all our sins—past, present, and future (Hebrews 10:14). This means there’s no sin that can ever separate us from God’s love and grace. In fact, God has removed our sins and remembers them no more (Hebrews 8:12). Because we’re forgiven completely and forever, we can be sure that our salvation is secure.


	The gift of eternal life that we have received in Christ is exactly that—eternal (John 11:26). The word “eternal” means to have no beginning and no end, and when we receive eternal life, we receive Christ’s life—a life that has no beginning or end. This is why Hebrews tells us that we’ll be saved as long as Jesus lives (Hebrews 7:25). And that’s forever!


	God Himself has promised to never revoke our salvation, and He has even reserved an imperishable, protected inheritance for us in Heaven (1 Peter 1:4). This means that once we’re saved, we’re eternally secure, and so is our inheritance. We can have complete confidence that our salvation rests solely on the faithfulness and power of God.





These three arguments are powerful and compelling evidence that it’s not possible for you to lose your salvation. Your salvation is rooted in the complete and eternal forgiveness that you have in Christ, the gift of eternal life that you have received through faith in Jesus, and the promise and protection of God Himself. As a believer, you can rest assured that you’re eternally secure in the love and grace of God.








Let’s Make It a Conversation!




	In what ways has your belief about eternal security impacted your relationship with God (positively or negatively) and your trust in Him?


	How do you respond to the concern that belief in eternal security may lead to a lack of concern about living an upright life? Do you think this is true?


	In what ways does understanding the biblical foundations for eternal security give you hope and encouragement in your relationship with God?
















9 Can you “fall from grace”?





Quick Answer


“Falling from grace” does not refer to the loss of salvation, but rather to an unbeliever’s rejection of the free gift of righteousness found in Jesus Christ. This person has heard the Gospel but falls away from it toward a works-based righteousness in an attempt to save (or justify) themselves before God. It is important to remember that your salvation is not based on your own efforts or faithfulness but on the finished work, faithfulness, and love of God. As a believer, you can have complete confidence in your salvation, knowing that it’s eternal and secure. And you cannot “fall from grace” because you know you have already been freely justified by faith forever. As a believer, you have already dismissed the idea of justification by works, and you were justified and sealed by the Holy Spirit until the day of redemption (Ephesians 4:30).







Diving Deeper


“Falling from grace” is turning away from the truth of God’s grace toward a belief in one’s own efforts to earn salvation. In Galatians 5:4, Paul writes, “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by the Law; you have fallen from grace.” This verse suggests that when we try to find our justification through the Law rather than through faith in Jesus, we’re turning away from the Gospel offer itself and toward a reliance on our own efforts instead.


But salvation is not something that we can earn or deserve. It’s a gift from God, freely given to us through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8–9). If we could lose our salvation through our own actions or lack of faith, it would no longer be a gift but something we must work to maintain. Again, this goes against the very nature of salvation as a gift, and it suggests we’re responsible for our own salvation rather than God.


The Bible contains numerous passages assuring us of the eternal security of our salvation. In John 10:28, Jesus says, “I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.” Here, Jesus emphasizes that His love for His people is unstoppable and that nothing can separate us from it. Similarly, in Romans 8:38–39, Paul writes that nothing can separate us from the love of God. This passage reminds us that God’s love is the very foundation of our secured salvation.


In Hebrews 7:25, we’re told that Jesus is able to save us completely because He always lives to intercede for us. And in Hebrews 13:5, we’re assured that God will never leave us or forsake us. These passages, along with others, make it clear that our salvation is eternal and secure, not something that we can lose through our own actions or lack of faith.


In conclusion, your salvation does not depend upon your own efforts or faithfulness. It’s based purely on the love and faithfulness of God. As a believer, you can have complete confidence, knowing you’re secure in the love and grace of God forever.
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