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PREFACE


The guy who coined the phrase “pursuit of happiness” spent several years of his life in Richmond. Coincidence? I think not.


I’ve lived up and down the East Coast, in small towns, big cities, and suburbs, and while I admit there are other fine places to live and visit, I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else. Richmond has the advantages of a cosmopolitan city—top-notch museums, historic sites, beautiful and varied architecture, engaged universities, vibrant arts, music, and culinary scenes—and a spectacular setting along the James River that gives the area a natural rush that’s not rushed. Go white-water rafting through downtown in the morning and check out the exquisite Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in the afternoon. Dine on everything from barbecue to ethnic specialties to gourmet cuisine in beautifully renovated buildings, trendy hot spots, and beloved dives. The combination of how much there is to do and how easy it is to do it never ceases to amaze me.


Gridlock doesn’t exist here. Getting around to where you want to go is a piece of cake— which reminds me, the bakeries are wonderful, too. And the farmers’ markets, and the live music, and the unique urban wilderness of the James River Park System. When the Folk Festival takes over downtown every fall, it’s magic. For those with high blood pressure, the Rx is to come to Richmond and watch the river run—or run and bike alongside it.


In the 18 years I’ve lived here, my children have grown into adults, studied Richmond history and architecture, and toured the city by bike, foot, raft, car, and kayak. We’ve eaten our way all over town, enjoyed the explosion of ethnicity, and visited churches, synagogues, and a mosque.


When my sister moved here with her family a few years ago, I introduced them to some of our favorite haunts. Sometimes I tagged along in their car to see my nephew’s reaction to baby goats at Maymont or trains at the Old Dominion Railway Museum. Lucky for you, I won’t be in your car—you have this book instead. You can shut it anytime you want me to shut up, then open it back up when you’d like a bit of advice. Everybody’s pursuing happiness—Richmond’s a great place to grab hold of it.




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK [image: images]



Well, you’ve opened it, so that’s a start. If I can convince you to keep reading rather than use it as a paperweight, then you’re heading in the right direction.


I think Richmond is a wonderful place to live and play and work. I couldn’t have written this if I thought otherwise. It’s my goal to make you feel welcome and comfortable in Richmond. On my first trip here many years ago, I got lost roaming around with my two small children asleep in the car. I wanted to stop somewhere to buy a map, but we’d had such a rough night I didn’t dare stop the car and risk waking them. It wasn’t a good feeling wandering around aimlessly relying only on the view out my car windshield to guide me. It eventually worked out fine, but I’d rather you have more to go on when you arrive here for a visit or a move.


Though this is by no means an exhaustive guide to everything you need or want to know about the metropolitan Richmond area, it exhausted me to write it, so I think you should read every word. Some of my best lines are near the end, I swear. Seriously, though, jump around to your heart’s content. The “Area Overview” is an introduction to our many separate areas and localities. Read “Getting Here, Getting Around” to learn about traveling here and around town unless you’re being chauffeured your entire visit—our roads are quirky. The “History” chapter will give you an appreciation for the good, the bad, and the ugly that has transpired here. The “Accommodations” chapter notes some lovely bed-and-breakfasts in town that offer something different from the hotels listed. If you’re staying for a while, you’ll find plenty of suggestions as to how to fill your days and nights in the “Attractions” and “Nightlife” chapters, and if kids are involved, there’s an entire “Kidstuff” chapter with them in mind. Many of the events listed chronologically in the “Annual Events” chapter are family-friendly; some are even pet-friendly.


If you are in Richmond on business or pleasure, you’ll find great restaurants all over the area in the “Restaurants” chapter, including several that are cool nightspots as well, and the “Performing Arts” chapter will point you to many entertaining venues.


I lobbied to include the “A River Runs Through It” chapter because I think it’s the key to enjoying and understanding Richmond. I’ve included multiple suggestions for getting out to enjoy the outdoors in the “Parks,” “Recreation,” and “A River Runs Through It” chapters. And the “Commemorating the Civil War and Emancipation” chapter highlights the long-overdue and mature approach Richmond is taking to understand and acknowledge its complicated history. It’s not all black or white, blue or gray, North or South. You’ll see in the “Museums and Art Galleries” chapter just how much a capital of the arts the city is. If you’re worried you didn’t see your favorite house museum there, don’t fret; those are listed in the “Attractions” chapter under Historic Houses. Speaking of those houses, the “Architecture” chapter is an introduction to Richmond’s varied and impressive built environment. “Day Trips” will get you out in the mountains to the west, plantations and Williamsburg to the east, or to wineries all over.


Listings include Web sites whenever possible, but to get the latest updates consider checking out the attractions, restaurants, and nightlife spots on Facebook, Twitter, and whatever new social networking site has taken over the world since I wrote this.


Moving to Richmond or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix with sections on relocation, real estate, education, and health care. Combing through the “Relocation” chapter in conjunction with the “Area Overview” chapter ought to give you the lay of the land.


If you find any errors as you go along, I’m sorry about that. It would help the next edition if you would inform us of any errors or omissions. Please drop us a line at Insiders Guide to Richmond, GPP, P.O. Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437-0480 or at editorial@globepequot.com.
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Richmond sits in central Virginia, at the fall line of the James River, which means Class IV (and sometimes V) white-water rushes right through downtown. But the vibe of the area is anything but rushed. It’s sophisticated yet friendly, and an uncomplicated place to navigate.


The city of Richmond, the capital of the Commonwealth of Virginia, is 62.5 square miles and has a population just over 200,000—small for a big city (and part of our charm, no doubt)—because Virginia’s peculiar laws mandate that cities are separate entities from the counties that surround them. So there’s Richmond, the actual city, and then there’s Richmond the region, which is much larger—2,000 square miles with 975,000 people—and includes the big three counties of Chesterfield, Henrico, and Hanover and the much less populated rural counties of Goochland, Powhatan, and New Kent. The even larger (5,700 square miles) Richmond Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which contains several other localities, including the city of Petersburg to the south, bumps the population to 1.2 million. The region’s population surged 12.3 percent from the year 2000 through the first half of June 2009. That growth will likely continue as, among other factors, the expansion of the U.S. Army’s Fort Lee base near Petersburg brings in new residents to the southern part of the Richmond region.


Richmond, Chesterfield, and Henrico are among the most populous localities in Virginia, with both counties outnumbering the city’s population. The region’s ethnic diversity continues to grow as rising numbers of Asians, Hispanics, and Latinos move to the area. The area as a whole is approximately 65 percent white, 30 percent black, and 5 percent Hispanic, Asian, and Native American. Richmond’s population is more balanced with 44 percent white, 52 percent black, and 6 percent Hispanic, Native American, Asian-American, and Pacific Islander. The median age of residents is 37.





OVERVIEW


Much of what distinguishes Richmond from other parts of the country sits within the city limits. There’s the James River, for one thing, and parks and trails that led Trail Runner magazine to rank Richmond one of the country’s top seven cities for trail runners in 2009. And there’s the varied architecture; historic sites spanning four centuries; worldclass museums, art galleries, and theaters; excellent local restaurants; unique shopping districts; and three dynamic universities. We pack a lot into 62 square miles, but you won’t feel crowded here. Beyond the city limits, suburbia, farmland, rivers, and lakes are all within reach, so just about any kind of lifestyle is possible in our region, and the 24-minute average commute leaves residents time to enjoy the area. Richmond founder William Byrd II had it right back in 1737 when he boasted that his newly laid-out town just below the falls featured “a pleasant and healthy situation … wellsupplied with springs and good water" That remains true today.


Most of the attractions and activities highlighted in this book are within the city limits of Richmond because that is where most of the action is. Having said that, more people in the region live in the surrounding counties than within the city, so the most populous counties of Chesterfield, Henrico, and Hanover deserve a fair share of attention, too, with occasional shout-outs to our friends in Goochland, Powhatan, New Kent, and Charles City counties as well as Petersburg. Though our boundaries are plentiful, it can be hard to tell exactly which locality you are in at any given moment, so the organization of the book will try to keep things simple by using the James River as a geographical marker. This and some other chapters will begin north of the river, downtown, and circle around many of the city’s distinct areas, and then head to city neighborhoods south of the river. Then we’ll head back to the counties north of the river, Henrico and Hanover—first with Henrico because it borders the city to the west, north, and east. We’ll zero in on specific regions within these large localities, and then head south of the James River to look at Chesterfield. Finally, we’ll take a gander at the outlying rural counties of Goochland and New Kent, both north of the James, and Powhatan, south of the river.


A few tips before you get in the car. Postal addresses in Richmond are notoriously unhelpful in terms of decoding where a place actually is. Many residences and businesses are officially listed with Richmond addresses but aren’t actually within city limits. A Glen Allen address could mean a place in Henrico or Hanover County. Bon Air straddles both Richmond and Chesterfield. You could probably get a speeding ticket in three localities within a mile if you tried hard enough—not that I’m recommending that. There’s the Near West End, the West End, and the Far West End, but no official rules for what that means. Luckily, the area is not so large that you can’t figure it out as well as we ever have.


CLIMATE


With an average high temperature of 45 degrees Fahrenheit in January, winter doesn’t usually drag on so long here, though try telling that to anyone during the unusually snowy winter of 2009-10. The climate is classified as modified continental with an average rainfall of 43.16 inches and snowfall of 14 inches. Honestly, our typically mild winters are usually interspersed with warm days that bring out the runners. Spring, summer, and fall give us plenty of opportunities to dine al fresco at our great array of restaurants. The good news is that four months, June through September, have an average high of 80 or above, but the bad news is that the high humidity, especially in July and August, might just curl your hair. Still, our region revels in each of our four distinct seasons.


RICHMOND


Downtown


As the seat of city government, the state capital of Virginia, the site of the Federal Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the headquarters for the Fifth District of the Federal Reserve Bank, Richmond has a few things going on downtown. Federal, state, and city governments are major players in the local economy. City Hall is within spitting distance of Capitol Square (not that I’m trying to start any trouble), where the governor lives and the legislature is supposed to be working to improve Virginians’ lives, and of course many state and city workers do the heavy lifting in nearby office buildings. Lawyers, lobbyists, and financial folk fill the many office towers downtown. Not far from Capitol Square, Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center, made up of several hospitals, clinics, and five health-profession schools, spreads north, east, and west for several blocks until it meets up with the Virginia Biotechnology Research Park, which is exactly the point. Collaboration among more than 50 different entities working at the park—VCU researchers, nonprofits such as United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), government labs such as the Virginia Division of Forensic Science, early-stage companies and established ones such as Philip Morris—is spurring development of scientific breakthroughs, products, and jobs. In this area of downtown, 12,000 people work in the life sciences, engaged in research, teaching, education, and patient care.


But downtown is not all work and no play. The arts are evident here with Richmond CenterStage, home of the stunning Carpenter Theatre and the smaller Gottwald Playhouse, the nearby Richmond Coliseum, and the hipper, more intimate music venue the National, which draw artists such as Tyler Perry and Elvis Costello. New and renovated hotels have opened to keep up with the nearby Greater Richmond Convention Center’s schedule. The visual arts have their day every first Friday of the month when the popular Art Walk livens up Broad Street and neighboring streets at night. And down toward the James River, the historic Tredegar Civil War site intertwines history and nature. Brown’s Island and the Canal Walk connect with Shockoe Bottom, and a pedestrian bridge offers easy access to Belle Isle and the many-splendored James River Park System. The Federal Reserve Bank, Dominion Resources, NewMarket, and MeadWestvaco are all well positioned with buildings overlooking the falls of the James.


Shockoe Bottom and Shockoe slip


Shockoe Slip and Shockoe Bottom, the old commercial districts of the city, are sometimes referred to as the Slip and the Bottom. With proximity to downtown offices, government buildings, hotels, and restaurants, this cobblestoned area is popular with business folk and visitors. It’s also the headquarters of the Martin Agency. You likely know its Geico gecko; you might not know that industry magazine Adweek named it the No. 1 advertising agency in the U.S. for 2009. Both the Slip and Bottom retain many late 19th-century brick warehouses now renovated into luxury apartments, restaurants, and stores. The Bottom, below Shockoe Slip, includes other historic buildings as well, including Main Street Station, the 17th Street Farmers’ Market, and the Edgar Allan Poe Museum. The Bottom doesn’t live in the past, however, and features new high-rise condos, bustling shops and restaurants, and a happening nightclub scene at various music venues. Heading south lands you on the 1¼-mile Canal Walk, where the sixacre Reynolds site is about to be turned into apartments and mixed-use facilities. Here’s hoping that will add some life to the scenic but often empty Canal Walk. East of the Canal Walk is Tobacco Row, old brick warehouses that have been renovated into apartments, offices, and restaurants. The Capital to Capital Bike Trail begins here and follows the river east a bit. Eventually it will wind by the mixed-use riverside development of Rockett’s Landing and mirror VA 5 all the way to Williamsburg, which was the colonial capital of Virginia.






Richmond Vital statistics


Founded: 1737 (incorporated 1742)


Area code: 804


Population (in 2009 est.): 204,451 inside the city limits; 907,469 adding in Chesterfield, Hanover, and Henrico counties; 1.2 million in the Richmond MSA, which includes suburbs and other cities such as Petersburg.


Nicknames: RVA, River City


Average temperatures: Jan: 45° Fahrenheit (high), 28° (low); July: 88° (high), 68° (low)


Average annual rainfall: 43.16 inches rainfall; 14 inches snowfall


Major commercial airport: Richmond International Airport (RIC)


Cities and counties in the Richmond Metropolitan statistical Area: City of Richmond; counties of Chesterfield, Henrico, Hanover, Goochland, Powhatan, New Kent, Louisa, Amelia, Caroline, Charles City, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, King and Queen, King William, Prince George, and Sussex; and cities of Petersburg, Colonial Heights, and Hopewell.


Major colleges and universities: Virginia Commonwealth University, University of Richmond, Virginia Union University, Randolph-Macon College, Virginia State University, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College, John Tyler Community College, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Baptist Theological Seminary.


Major area businesses: Virginia Commonwealth University Health System, Capital One, Car-Max, HCA Virginia Health System, Bon Secours Richmond Health System, Altria Group, Mead-Westvaco Corp., The Martin Agency, Dominion Resources Inc., Brink’s Co., SunTrust Banks Inc., DuPont, Genworth Financial Inc., Massey Energy, Owens & Minor, WellPoint, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, NewMarket Corp., Wells Fargo and Co., Honeywell International Inc., Pfizer Inc., SuperValu Inc., Markel Corporation, Hunton & Williams LLP, Universal Corporation.


Daily newspaper: Richmond Times-Dispatch, www.timesdispatch.com


Alternative newsweekly: Style Weekly, www.styleweekly.com


sales tax: 5 percent


Hotel tax: 8 percent


Famous sons and daughters: Historical figures Henry Clay, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, Oliver Hill, Maggie L. Walker; dancer/entertainer Bill “Bojangles” Robinson; politicians Eric Cantor and L. Douglas Wilder; tennis champion and activist Arthur Ashe; actors Warren Beatty and Shirley MacLaine; musicians Jason Mraz, Elliott Yamin, and Aimee Mann; writers Tom Wolfe, Tom Robbins, Edgar Allan Poe, James Branch Cabell, Ellen Glasgow, Douglas Southall Freeman; Skull-A-Day artist Noah Scalin; athletes Darren Sharper, Fran Tarkenton, Denny Hamlin, Justin Verlander; designer Charlotte Moss.


Famous residents: First elected African-American governor in the U.S., L. Douglas Wilder; Democratic national chairman Tim Kaine; musician D’Angelo (Michael Archer); actors/producers Tim Reid and Daphne Maxwell Reid; writers David Baldacci and Phyllis Theroux; NFL Hall of Famer Willie Lanier; fictional medical examiner Kay Scarpetta.


Fifteen minutes of YouTube fame:


“River City Richmond.” An amusing rap video introducing you to River City: “Yo, this is Richmond.”


“YouTube—Elliott Yamin—Richmond." His American Idol homecoming and a performance.


“Exploring the James River Park.” A video from University of Richmond students.


“Miss Virginia Crowned 2010 Miss America.” Caressa Cameron, a junior at Virginia Commonwealth University, wins the crown.








Church Hill


Home of the view that led William Byrd II to name our town Richmond and capped by St. John’s Church, Church Hill is steeped in history. East of downtown, reached by East Broad Street primarily, it once was the center of residential Richmond. Walking the streets here transports you to another time, thanks to the concentration of 19th-century homes and devoted rehabbers. Coffee shops, restaurants, parks (for people and dogs), and the Chimborazo Medical Museum—part of Richmond National Battlefield Park—add to the ambience, and proximity to downtown’s offerings makes it an ideal place to buy a condo or single-family home.


Jackson Ward and Carver


Jackson Ward, just north of Broad Street downtown, bounded by 3rd Street to the east, was known as the Harlem of the South in the mid-20th century. Though it was split in two by I-95 in the early 1960s, it still is a center of African-American culture with the Black History Museum and Cultural Center and the Maggie L. Walker National Historic Site here. Its concentration of ornate cast iron is second only to New Orleans. Row houses from the 19th- and 20-centuries are being renovated, and the historic Hippodrome Theater will get a new lease on life as a music venue when its renovations are completed. This area’s proximity to downtown and the convention center makes it that much more attractive to those wanting a piece of the action. Carver, just west of Jackson Ward, is becoming a neighborhood where VCU students live alongside longtime residents. Here industrial buildings mix with Romanesque and Queen Anne homes.
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Virginia Commonwealth University’s Transformation of Downtown


During the nearly 20-year tenure of recently retired VCU president Eugene P. Trani, Virginia Commonwealth University built $1.2 billion of projects in the city, contributing mightily to the university’s continuing growth in numbers and stature, as well as to the city’s. Now the largest university in the commonwealth, with more than 32,000 students and 18,000-plus employees, more than a few things have changed since VCU was created in 1968 by merging Richmond Professional Institute (with its already successful art program founded by Theresa Pollak and its renowned social work program) and the respected Medical College of Virginia (which dates back to 1838). It didn’t hurt that in 2002 VCU professor John B. Fenn shared a Nobel Prize for chemistry, or that men’s basketball star Eric Maynor sunk that shot to beat Duke in the 2007 NCAA tournament. Such accomplishments do wonders for a university’s ego.


People who live in Richmond’s suburbs aren’t as likely to appreciate what VCU has done for the city until they drive down streets that weren’t part of the urban university at all back when it was almost entirely a commuter school. See the transformation of West Broad Street by the Sports Medicine building, the School of the Arts building, the Siegel Center, and the new dorms. Those are just some of the effects of VCU’s $105 million of development in the Broad Street corridor, which in turn led to another $100 million in private development, including apartments, condos, retail, and restaurants. Turn right on Belvidere and see the School of Engineering, then left on Cary to see the new School of Business building, which includes engineering’s East Hall, and then there’s the Brandcenter building. Continue to the MCV campus to see the enormous Critical Care Hospital that is just the latest state-of-the-art building down there. More is coming, on both campuses, under the leadership of current president Michael Rao, including a new English/social work building in the works on Floyd Avenue and a new medical school building downtown.


There are some residents, especially in the Carver and Oregon Hill communities, who think of VCU as an 800-pound gorilla in their midst, but no one would want to see Broad Street return to what it was 10 years ago. The attendant apartments, shops, restaurants, and coffeehouses have brought life to an area that needed it. VCU, caretaker of 40 19th-century buildings, has also poured $9.64 million into renovating and improving them.


The life sciences have been a strong suit for decades, and VCU’s graduates have enriched our area by staying and starting their careers here, making Richmond a top-notch place for health care. Creating VCU’s engineering school played off Richmond’s strength in the life sciences, and in concert with the Virginia BioTechnology Research Park, was built in response to Richmond’s business community saying, “We need this here.” In time it’s expected that the engineers will have a transformative effect on the area, much as VCU’s other graduates have in the arts and sciences. Certainly, the area’s physical and mental well-being owes much to the thousands of local healthcare providers educated at VCU’s Medical College of Virginia campus. The graduate programs in the School of the Arts rank fourth overall in the country behind Rhode Island School of Design, Yale, and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and No. 1 among public graduate schools. The school has a positive effect on Richmond’s health, too, by making us enjoy the arty side of life. The art students and faculty are a main factor in Richmond’s emergence as an arts town, as a place where creativity thrives. Just go to First Fridays downtown and you’ll see a region that loves its art scene.








The Fan and Oregon Hill


The tree-lined streets of the Fan, with a tremendous concentration of Victorian architecture, fan out (hence the name) from Monroe Park as they head westward to the Boulevard. In this area, the home of VCU’s Monroe Park Campus—where undergraduate and graduate students enroll in programs such as engineering, business, and the humanities as well as the university’s renowned School of the Arts—the energy is palpable throughout the retail stores along West Grace Street and West Broad, and when there’s a big game at VCU’s Stuart C. Siegel Center. The dynamism fuels the Fan’s art scene, performing arts venues, and restaurants and bars. The Uptown section, adjacent to VCU on West Main Street, is home to numerous brightly painted businesses, restaurants, and art galleries. With stores sprinkled throughout this diverse neighborhood, walkable living is just one of the advantages of the area; porch sitting is another. The Fan is a popular spot for families living in row houses, who enjoy the numerous pocket parks and acclaimed restaurants. Monument Avenue is a world unto itself, grand and gracious, lined with a mélange of architectural styles from Tudor Revival to Italianate to Arts and Crafts, and on and on. Though mostly residential, some of the mansions house businesses. One is the Virginia Center for Architecture, which will get a nod in the “Museums” chapter. The famous (or infamous) portion of Monument Avenue sports the biggest second-place trophies you’ll ever see. See more about it in the “Attractions” chapter.


Back toward the Downtown Expressway, Oregon Hill is a mostly working-class neighborhood that has become popular with VCU students. Its wooden frame houses once housed factory workers, but new housing has taken advantage of the neighborhood’s proximity to the river. The area has a couple of interesting restaurants and beautiful Hollywood Cemetery, where U.S. presidents James Monroe and John Tyler are buried.


North side


North of Broad Street, from North Boulevard and Hermitage Road to a little bit past the Henrico County line, North Side neighborhoods sport early-20th-century architecture that provides character and quirky stores and restaurants that add a lively vibe. The historic trolley-car suburb Ginter Park is a charming mix of early architectural styles on half-acre lots, as is idyllic Laburnum Park. Bellevue, just off Hermitage Road, has some of the loveliest Arts and Crafts homes in the city, and to the east Highland Park has an astounding array of Queen Anne-style homes, many of which are being renovated. More modest homes in Battery Park take advantage of the recently renovated park, which has the courts where Arthur Ashe learned to play tennis. With two seminaries in the area, Union Presbyterian and Baptist Theological, and Virginia Union University, students add all kinds of spirit to the area. North Side gets lots of visitors because the Diamond is where you’ll find the baseball-playing Richmond Flying Squirrels and Movieland at Boulevard Square opened a brand new movie theater. Picturesque Bryan Park, Pine Camp Arts Center, and the Arthur Ashe Center are also draws. Some sections of North Side, especially along Chamberlayne Avenue, are a bit downtrodden, but the First Tee golf complex nearby adds some green space.


Carytown and Museum District


This hopping retail district shooting straight down a one-way section of West Cary Street just west of the Boulevard is Richmond’s reply to every mall out there. This is the way we like to shop; we love a place of our own. One mile of retail and restaurants keeps chugging along, even as some old friends move on. There’s always someone else wanting to add to the hip factor of Carytown. Jewelers, women’s fashions and accessories, home furnishings, antiques, artsy gifts, a hip knitting store, running store, toy store, and the historic (and cheap) Byrd Theatre attract the young and old to Carytown. It’s the site of several festivals, including the most fun you can have in August, the Carytown Watermelon Festival, which gets noticed in the “Annual Events” chapter.


The Museum District borders Carytown and is home to lovely old townhomes, B&Bs, and the biggest and best museum in town (and Virginia and lots of other places, too), the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. It and the neighboring Virginia Historical Society make this area a major tourist destination. Some handy retail and very good restaurants are sprinkled throughout the neighborhood.


West End


This very Richmond section west of Carytown between the river and Broad Street is residential, with some classy neighbors such as several house museums (covered in the “Attractions” chapter) and the University of Richmond, one of the leading private liberal arts schools in the country. The university just straddles the Henrico County line. With the addition of the Modlin Center for the Arts and a new football stadium, UR gives the community many and varied reasons to visit the campus. Windsor Farms and nearby neighborhoods that back up to the river are classic old Richmond. They are stately and sedate, and affluent like much, but not all, of the area. Apartments not far from Carytown are handy places to live since you’re able to walk to restaurants and shops. Going west on Grove brings you to the fashionable Libbie/Grove retail and restaurant district. There’s a movie theater that shows artsy films, or you can head down Cary Street to the River Road Shopping Center. The wellmanicured and rolling University of Richmond campus sports a classic, liberal arts school look—Gothic and brick and beautifully designed. It’s nestled among lovely neighborhoods, and its small lake attracts fowl and families in equal measure.


South of the James


Manchester/South Side


Manchester used to be its own town and is getting back on the map now because of a vibrant mix of arts and culture with the Plant Zero Art Center, Dogtown Dance Theatre, and more residential development. Rambling along the flood wall, this area is welcoming back the Old Dominion Railway Museum and is gaining restaurants and residents because of the cool renovations of old warehouses and factories. Further to the east along the south side of the James is the currently underused Port of Richmond in an industrial area. Heading down a gritty section of US 1/US 301 you’ll see Philip Morris USA’s manufacturing center, where it has consolidated all of its cigarette manufacturing facilities in the U.S., and the everexpanding McGuire Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Other manufacturing, including the DuPont Spruance Plant, is down US 1 in South Richmond.


Woodland Heights/Forest Hill/Westover Hills


We are still in the city here, but it’s harder to tell as you turn off the Lee Bridge onto Riverside Drive in Woodland Heights. Never far from the river or the James River Park System, this area rolls along banks of the river and surrounds newly renovated Forest Hill Park, which hosts the popular South of the James Farmers’ Market on Saturday mornings. Early-to mid-20th-century homes on small lots are the norm here, with a charming mix of architectural styles. Neighborhood restaurants and coffee shops on Forest Hill Avenue are beloved, as is the ease of access into other parts of the city via the Boulevard, Lee, and Manchester bridges.


Stratford Hills/Stony Point


Just off Forest Hill Avenue to the west of the Powhite Parkway, Stratford Hills is home to the almost too popular Pony Pasture Rapids section of the James River Park System and has homes on tree-covered and in many cases hilly one-acre lots. Retail along Forest Hill Avenue continues to grow, and off Chippenham Parkway sits the high-end yet pet-friendly Stony Point Fashion Park mall with the area’s only Saks and CineBistro. Other stores and restaurants inhabit the Bon Air/Stony Point section near the intersection of Forest Hill Avenue and Huguenot Road. Condos and apartments are available in all three areas, though single-family homes predominate.


SUBURBS NORTH OF THE JAMES


Henrico County


Henrico sprawls on top of Richmond, along I-64 from the westernmost portion of I-295, to the east all the way over past Richmond International Airport, and beyond I-295 there. No wonder it has to be spoken of in either West End or East End terms, with I-95 being the dividing line. The county added 34,190 new residents between 2000 and 2009. Henrico County is home to more Fortune 500 headquarters in the area than any other locality, all of them in the West End, which is likely why it’s home to some very nice hotels, including a Westin and a new Hilton, the shopping mecca of Short Pump, and many affluent and middle-class neighborhoods. The East End has Richmond International Airport and a much more rural feel, though development has come and the pressure for more will increase.


Near West End


The section of the county that borders the University of Richmond and heads out River and Three Chopt Roads until Parham Road is dotted with lovely older homes on rolling hills. Patterson Avenue is one retail corridor for this section, Gayton and Gaskins Roads another, and the Regency Square shopping mall anchors still another. These are quite desirable neighborhoods, and many are architecturally interesting.


Glen Allen


This is an amorphous area, and it’s hard to know where it begins and ends, as it straddles the Hanover County line. Parts of Glen Allen are along US 1 north of Richmond, with a mix of older and newer neighborhoods. No matter where you are, though, you’re still in one of the “Best 100 Places to Live,” according to Money Magazine in 2009. The closer you get to Virginia Center Commons, a large mall just off I-95, newer residential areas predominate in the I-295 corridor. Staples Mill Road is a booming retail and residential area out beyond the almost hidden Amtrak station there. J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College’s Parham Road campus is not far from I-95. On West Broad Street near the I-64 interchange is the corporate headquarters of Altria. Innsbrook, just off I-295 and I-64 in the Far West End, is the county’s premier business park, with more than one hundred buildings on 850 acres. Many corporate headquarters, including Markel’s, are here, along with hotels and medical offices, and there’s a popular concert series, Innsbrook After Hours, in the warm weather. This is one business park that actually has some parklike features, such as trees, three lakes, and 3 miles of jogging trails, plus lots of community events.


Short Pump


You’re in the Far West End now, no doubt about it—out near where I-295, I-64 and VA 288 converge. Marketers have dubbed it Downtown Short Pump, but they’re not fooling anybody. It’s a bunch of shopping malls and centers with planned communities off on side streets. It looks like so many other parts of the U.S., which might explain why many newcomers feel at home here right away. The traffic is a bit of a bear (for the Richmond area anyway) along West Broad Street, a combination of drivers going to the mall and heading home, I suppose, but some people love living here in the middle of the highest concentration of stores in the area, including the high-end mall, Short Pump Town Center, home to Nordstrom, Macy’s, Dillard’s, Crate & Barrel, Pottery Barn, and more of the usual suspects. New hotels, including a Hilton, a Hotel Sierra, and the youthful Aloft have gotten in on the action here recently. Planned communities such as the mixeduse West Broad Village, which seems to have recovered from a bit of a standstill, offer an array of options for living.


East End


The East End of Henrico has a more rural feel than Henrico’s West End, more disconnected from downtown even though it’s not far at all. Because it hosts Richmond International Airport, the immediate area of Sandston has some light industrial and manufacturing. The area right around the airport has several hotels, as is to be expected, but there isn’t as much in the way of restaurants and shopping in this end of the county, with the exception of the Laburnum Avenue corridor and its addition of The Shoppes of White Oak Village, which has a Target, Lowe’s, and J.C. Penney, among others. Nearby Varina has gone from almost entirely rural to more suburban in a short time, and that doesn’t sit well with many residents. Rockett’s Landing, an in-progress riverside mixed-use development, is partly in Henrico County and partly in Richmond. North of the airport takes you into Highland Springs, an older community with modest homes. Going north on Laburnum Avenue leads you to a faster-paced place, Richmond International Raceway, a huge economic engine for the area, hosting two NASCAR weekends a year and several home, camping, and boat expos. Civil War sites, including the Dabbs House Museum, which doubles as a regional visitor center, are found throughout the East End.


Hanover County


Spreading above I-64, and bisected by both I-95 and I-295, Hanover County is the largest geographic locality in the Richmond Metropolitan Statistical Area at 470 square miles, and it’s a popular place to settle if you want the feel of the country but like easy riding to the city. Eighty percent of Hanover is planned for rural conservation, rural residential, and agricultural use. How else do you expect them to keep cranking out those luscious and famous Hanover tomatoes? The rest of the county, generally those sections closer to Richmond, has a more suburban feel. Some parts of Hanover are as close as 5 miles to the city, but more often than not it’s more like 12 to 15 miles away. Across the county there are 34 nationally registered historic sites, including Scotchtown to the west of Ashland, Patrick Henry’s home for a time. Though there is more to Hanover County than just Mechanicsville, Hanover Courthouse, and Ashland—including, of course, Kings Dominion, the megafun amusement park in Doswell that adds excitement, two million visitors, and jobs to the northern end of the county—most county businesses, stores, and residences are concentrated around those three areas.


Mechanicsville/Cold Harbor


The area of Mechanicsville, with convenient access to I-95 and I-295, has a great quality of life that made it an easy pick in Money Magazine’s 2009 list of “100 Best Places to Live.” The smaller Hanover County Airport sits just off I-95 in an industrial park. Owens & Minor, a Fortune 500 company, has its headquarters and distribution facilities in Mechanicsville. Another Fortune 500 company, SuperValu, has its eastern distributing facilities in the area, and Media General, parent company of the Richmond Times-Dispatch, operates its newspaper printing plant near I-295. Bon Secours Memorial Regional Medical Center is the county’s No. 1 employer and ranks high in patient care. Neighborhoods of singlefamily homes, some in wooded developments with rolling hills, others with more modest ranch houses and some apartments and condos, fill in the area between I-95, US 301, and US 360 (Mechanicsville Turnpike). US 301 and US 360 are the main retail corridors, with strip malls providing groceries and other basics. The area is home to several Civil War battlefields, most notably Cold Harbor, where the National Park Service has a staffed visitor center open every day. For those interested in this century, I-295 gives the county easy access to Richmond International Airport and the beach via I-64. Pole Green Park adds plenty of green space in the eastern section of the county.


Hanover Courthouse


This area is loaded with nationally registered historic sites, including the actual courthouse where Patrick Henry once practiced law. Across the street from the courthouse is Hanover Tavern, which now houses restaurants and a branch of the Barksdale Theatre. This area has Hanover’s newest high school, and the nearby parks, along with access from US 301 for boaters on the South Anna and Pamunkey Rivers, make it easy to get out and enjoy nature here. For those who like to wander inside, there are many antiques shops along the US 301 corridor, which you can read about in the “Antiques” chapter, so you can take some history home with you.


Ashland


The “center of the universe” to its 6,000 residents at least, Ashland is an incorporated town right smack in the middle of Hanover County, loaded with great restaurants and quaint shops. Randolph-Macon College brings energy to the charming town, and Amtrak rolls right through and makes several stops a day here. The Ashland Strawberry Faire every May and a Fourth of July celebration that merits coverage in the “Annual Events” chapter are the sort of events that bring in visitors who wish they lived here. Dominion Resources’ GreenTech Business Technology Incubator opened in Ashland in early 2010 with the mission of helping start-up companies specializing in energy efficiency and green technology grow and produce jobs. It’s a partnership with Hanover County and Virginia Biosciences Development Center of Richmond, as well. Visible from I-95, Bass Pro Shops with its Richmond region visitor center has made the Winding Brook development a destination within the Ashland zip code.


SUBURBS SOUTH OF THE JAMES


Chesterfield County


Chesterfield is the state’s fourth most populous entity and the most populous in the Richmond region. From 2000 to June 2009, the county’s population grew 18.3 percent to 307,594. I suppose being between the James River to the north and the Appomattox River to the south, with Lake Chesdin adjacent, doesn’t exactly hurt recruiting. The county is a mix of affluent neighborhoods, a few places with a village feel, and rural areas. You can pick strawberries, blueberries, and pumpkins in Chesterfield still. You can also go to the Metro Richmond Zoo, which started small but continues to grow. Chesterfield is also home to two campuses of John Tyler Community College, and Virginia State University is in southern Chesterfield. Of all the big four localities, Chesterfield, because of its proximity to Fort Lee in neighboring Prince George County, will see the greatest population gains with the base realignment that is adding 30,000 new people to the U.S. Army base over the next few years. Associated with that or not, growth continues to surge along several county intersections with VA 288, with more retail development and planned communities on the way.


Bon Air


This is a quaint neighborhood that straddles the city line. Once a summer retreat for Richmond’s wealthy residents because of that good air, Bon Air’s Victorian homes along Buford Road’s tree-lined hills create an old-time feel. Bon Air does share some stores and restaurants with city residents, such as those at Stony Point Shopping Center and Buford Road Shopping Center.






Visitor Information


Richmond Region Visitor Info


www.visitrichmondva.com


Main Visitor Center and Gift Shop


Greater Richmond Convention Center


405 N. 3rd St.


(804) 783-7450


Airport Visitor Center


Richmond International Airport


Lower Level—Baggage Claim Area


(804) 236-3260


Bass Pro Shops Visitor Center


11550 Lakeridge Parkway


Ashland


(804) 615-5412


Dabbs House Visitor Center


3812 Nine Mile Rd.


(804) 652-3406


Ashland/Hanover Visitors Center


112 N. Railroad Ave.


(804) 752-6766


Virginia Travel Information Centers


At Virginia visitor centers, the staff can help you with suggestions, regional maps, and hotel reservations. Gift shops have merchandise with the famous “Virginia is for Lovers” slogan, as well as other souvenirs. If you are the lastminute type and need same-day reservations, they’ll help you find a room in a pinch.


Bell Tower Visitor Center on Capitol Square


101 N. 9th St.


(804) 545-5586


Bracey Welcome Center


I-85 North, mile marker 1


(434) 689-2295


Fredericksburg Virginia Welcome Center


I-95 South, mile marker 132


(540) 786-8344


Virginia Welcome Center at Skippers


I-95 North, mile marker 0


(434) 634-4113








Midlothian


This is one of Richmond’s most popular and largest suburbs because of its easy access to the city along the Powhite Parkway, US 60, and US 360 all the way from VA 288. Retail development continues to spread throughout the suburb to the west. There are many different sides to Midlothian, from the parklike established neighborhoods closer to the city to the first planned communities in the region, now old-timers, Brandermill and Woodlake around Swift Creek Reservoir, and the newer ones such as Roseland, all in the Hull Street (US 360) area, a major retail corridor. Midlothian Turnpike (US 60) is another major retail artery, and it includes Chesterfield Towne Center on its way out to the village of Midlothian. Neighborhoods out here are often filled with single family homes on wooded lots, but several developments feature townhomes and condos. A campus of John Tyler Community College, Bon Secours St. Francis Hospital, and of course VA 288 have all been integral in bringing a boom to this neck of the woods.


VA 288 continues to spur development farther out, including the mixed-use Westchester Commons. The $100 million Sports-Quest complex has broken ground on a 250-acre multisport training site near VA 288 and the Powhite Parkway, the first phase of which is scheduled to open late 2010. SportsQuest hopes to lure Olympic athletes to train here in speed skating, cycling, swimming, and other sports, and it will offer memberships and programs to the general public.


Chesterfield Courthouse/Southern Chesterfield


Ukrop Park, a 34-acre soccer facility used by the Richmond Kickers youth teams, is near the intersection of Chippenham Parkway and VA 10, just a few miles from Chesterfield Courthouse. Just a bit further down Chippenham Parkway is the Defense Supply Center Richmond, a government complex that sprawls along the seen-better-days section of US 1. Back on VA 10, a historic part of the county mixes with progress at Chesterfield Courthouse, where county workers ply their trades near a restored mansion and jail. The nearby county airport near VA 288 and VA 10 provides convenient access to the center of the county for charters and corporate jets. Wooded neighborhoods are just off VA 10. Still on VA 10, Chester, though unincorporated, has the feel of an older village, and new development is trying to mimic that—for example, at Chester Village Green, a mix of apartments, stores, restaurants, businesses, and single family homes. John Tyler Community College’s main campus is in Chester, just off I-95, and Sabra Dipping Co. just opened a $60 million plant nearby. Parks in the area are a big draw, especially the enormous Pocahontas State Park near the courthouse and Henricus Historical Park and Dutch Gap Conservation Area on the eastern side of I-95. It’s possible to live on or near a lake or a river here. Affluent riverfront and lakefront neighborhoods, as well as more modest neighborhoods close to the Appomattox River, the southern border of the county, offer fishing and boating opportunities. Virginia State University in Ettrick is just across the Appomattox River from Petersburg.


Moseley


This area offers country living in the far reaches of Chesterfield County, and it uses some of its land for family-friendly activities. The Richmond Metro Zoo is here, and farther out is the very popular Chesterfield Berry Farm, which packs in the crowds to pick fruits and vegetables from spring to fall. Residential living here means large lots and much privacy. Recently, a few residential developments have been added to the rural nature of the area.


OUT IN THE COUNTRY


North of the River


Goochland County


To the west of Henrico County, this mostly rural county of 295 square miles spreads out from below I-64 to the James River. I-295 is just 3 miles east of the county line with Henrico. VA 288, leading north to I-64 and south into Powhatan County, bisects the West Creek Business Park, where Fortune 500 member CarMax has its headquarters and Capital One has consolidated its area offices. Most of the 21,000 residents live in quiet, older neighborhoods or on farms, though some large homes have been built recently. It’s an area known for its rolling horse farms, its 700-acre Orapax Hunting Preserve, and its popular farmers’ market, which is open much of the year. Forestry, agriculture, and mining still account for many area jobs. J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College has its western campus in the Goochland Courthouse Village. Tuckahoe Plantation, Thomas Jefferson’s boyhood home, is in the eastern part of the county. See more on that in the “Attractions” chapter. Finally, the county’s Field Day of the Past, a county fair–type affair with an old-time farm and industrial equipment, gets attention in the “Kidstuff” chapter.


New Kent County


New Kent County is bounded by the Pamunkey and York Rivers to the north and east and the winding Chickahominy River along its southern and western sections. The county is located 30 miles east of Richmond, just off I-64 on the way to Williamsburg. Though one of the oldest localities in Virginia, New Kent is growing at a faster rate than anywhere else in the region—32.6 percent over the last nine years, to 17,857 residents in 2009. Much of that growth is centered around planned communities. A major one is New Kent Vineyards, a billion-dollar project that includes New Kent Winery, a Rees Jones golf course, and plans for 2,500 homes. With mixed-use residential, office, and retail space, Maidstone and Preservation Park opened not far from the vineyard near the county courthouse. South of I-64 is Colonial Downs, Virginia’s only pari-mutuel horse-racing track, which offers thoroughbred and harness racing from April through the fall. A 150-acre industrial park, Weir Creek Commerce Park, has recently opened off VA 33.


South of the River


Powhatan County


Powhatan packs 262 square miles of rural living between its northern and southern boundaries, the James and Appomattox Rivers. Its population has grown more than 25 percent in the past decade to 28,106, with many new residents looking for more land. They’ll find it, and more people will find Powhatan with VA 288 zipping through it. While the area has 195 farms, new home developments are sprouting up, and Powhatan will have a job maintaining its rural character; the citizens’ group Powhatan Tomorrow hopes to work through the issues sensibly. Though some retailers in the high-end Winterfield Place, on the edge of Chesterfield County off Robious Road, use a Midlothian address, the fully leased, 60,000-square-foot development is in Powhatan. An additional 90,000 square feet of office and retail space is due to be built soon.


The Powhatan Wildlife Management Area off US 60 offers ample land for hiking, horseback riding, or hunting—just not at the same time. The Powhatan Festival of the Grape brings wineries from throughout Virginia to the county each October. Powhatan is the pleasant kind of community that lists the winners of the snowman contest on the home page of the county Web site.




GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND [image: images]





Richmond sits at the intersection of I-95 and I-64, which makes it convenient to drive here from much of the East Coast. With a newly expanded airport, averaging 180 flights in and out per day, just 7 miles from downtown and two Amtrak stations, it’s easy to get here.


Once here, you’ll most likely want a car to get around unless your visit is limited to downtown. Though Richmond installed the first large-scale, successful system of electric streetcars in 1888, public transportation today consists of the award-winning yet under-utilized GRTC bus system. It works great if it goes where you want to go, but it doesn’t serve many parts of the region. Using cabs to get around is possible, but you’ll have to call in advance for pickup. The city is walkable and bikeable, but the counties less so. Henrico (pronounced Hen-RYE-co) County, with only two pedestrian walk buttons at crosswalks in the entire county, isn’t exactly made for walking.


Luckily, the highways and roads in and around Richmond are usually free of major tie-ups. With the average commute for Richmonders under 24 minutes and the pace of traffic moving at a good clip, it’s remarkably easy to get from one side of town to the other. Perhaps that’s why in 2008 Richmond ranked 10th out of the 75 largest metro areas in the U.S., according to Forbes.com in “10 Best Cities for Commuters.”


I-95, which travels from Maine to Florida, connects us southward to Petersburg, then North Carolina and beyond. I-95 north connects Richmond to northern Virginia and Washington, D.C. That’s a trip that could take two hours or seemingly forever, depending on congestion up north. We’re content to let our northern neighbors wrestle with road rage; we don’t have it here. Those who move here from larger metropolitan areas are pleasantly surprised at how painless driving in and around Richmond can be—unless it snows!





BY CAR


The city of Richmond has a grid street system, where North, South, East, and West matter, as do one-way signs. Richmond is not encircled by one continuous beltway, but rather by a network of highways that zig and zag rather than loop, so there are plenty of options to choose from when deciding how to get from point A to point B. No matter which route you choose, driving from the eastern side of the region, say the airport, to the Far West End takes about 30 to 40 minutes at most. The most frequent sources of backups or delays are the tollbooths on some of the highways, or at some James River bridge crossings, but these are usually mild.


If you rely on the toll roads here, it’s easy to get an E-ZPass and attach it to your windshield so that tolls will be deducted from your account automatically. You’ll never hunt for coins again. E-ZPass works on other toll roads in Virginia, as well as up the East Coast and elsewhere. For fees and information go to www.ezpassva.com, call (877) 762-7824, or stop by one of Virginia’s E-ZPass service centers.


iRichmond’s E-ZPass Service Center is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., but don’t be fooled by the mailing address—175 Wadsworth Dr., Richmond, VA 23236—it’s really in Chesterfield County.


Now you’re ready to hit the road, so here’s a cheat sheet for the major highways. The infamous I-95 cuts through downtown with multiple Richmond exits on its way north and south. Its intersection with the east-west-running I-64 sometimes creates traffic snarls. From downtown, I-64 heads east to Richmond International Airport and continues towards Williamsburg, one hour away, Hampton Roads, and Virginia Beach, two hours away. I-64 heads west through Henrico County hot spots such as Innsbrook and Short Pump, and on out to Charlottesville, the mountains, and beyond. Commuters driving west to east in the morning and back in the evening must contend with the glare of the sun and related slowdowns on I-64 on both ends of their commutes.


I-295 wraps itself two-thirds of the way around the region, acting as a bypass for downtown for those traveling through on I-95 (though there’s usually little reason to add the extra miles). I-295 intersects with I-95 28 miles south of downtown and again 12 miles north of the city. For those heading west, I-295 continues out to Short Pump above I-64. It’s useful for connecting Henrico’s western and eastern sections with parts of Hanover County, Chesterfield County, and Fort Lee.


VA 288 begins at I-64 in Goochland County, west of where I-295 ends, and heads south into Powhatan County and southeast through Chesterfield County to I-95 south of the city, where it provides the missing link in the loop that isn’t quite a loop.


The Downtown Expressway (I-195), despite its tollbooth, moves drivers quickly between I-95 in the center of downtown and the Powhite Parkway (VA 76) (pronounced POW-hite), which whisks people to South Richmond and Chesterfield County. The Powhite Parkway Extension takes drivers to VA 288. (No one but the people who maintain them and collect the tolls considers the Powhites separate highways.)


VA 895, Pocahontas Parkway, is a toll road that provides a route from the airport southward to I-95, bypassing the city. Construction on a new, time-saving airport connector road is underway, scheduled to be completed in 2011, but watch out for shoulder closures and work in the medians. VA 895 connects south of the city to Chippenham Parkway (VA 150), not a toll road, which heads northwest in a smaller loop than VA 288, connecting eventually with Parham Road in Henrico County.


Bridge Bits


The Mayo Bridge is the oldest highway bridge across the river in Richmond. It’s also known as the 14th Street Bridge since US 360 runs along 14th Street in Shockoe Bottom. The Manchester Bridge is a favorite of commuters who don’t want to pay tolls. The Robert E. Lee Memorial Bridge, or the Lee Bridge, is the official carrier of Bicycle Route 1, the main north/south bicycle route along the East Coast. Underneath hangs a popular pedestrian bridge for people, bikes, and dogs on leashes that links the north shore of the James River to Belle Isle, a beautiful, historic spot along the rapids. Don’t be surprised to hear locals call the Boulevard Bridge the “Nickel Bridge.” It costs 35 cents now, but saying “Seven Nickel Bridge” hasn’t caught on. Pedestrians and cyclists must use a protected walkway on the west side of the bridge. The Huguenot Memorial Bridge, aka Huguenot Bridge, is due for a change. At press time, construction of a new Huguenot Bridge next to the current bridge was scheduled to commence in fall of 2010, with completion in 2013. We’ll see.




Toll Roads in Richmond


(Fees for two-axle vehicles)


Boulevard Bridge (VA 161): 35 cents


Downtown Expressway (I-195): 70 cents


Downtown Expressway entrances and exits: 20 to 35 cents


Pocahontas Parkway (VA 895): $1 to $2.75 (due to go up Jan 2011 to $1.25 to $3)


Powhite Parkway (VA 76): 70 cents


Powhite Parkway Extension (VA 76): 25 to 75 cents





Major Roads in the Area


East/West


Not all roads lead to bridges in Richmond. Often referred to merely as Broad Street (VA 250), it has an East or West in front of it for a reason. It is a major east-west route from the original section of the city, Church Hill, through downtown and into Henrico County, where it’s a retail destination, all the way out to Short Pump.


iFor local traffic updates that just might help you decide which bridge or road to avoid, listen to WCVE, 88.9 FM, Monday through Friday at 7:06, 7:39, and 8:06 a.m. and every ten to twenty minutes on the nines from 4:19 to 5:49 p.m. during peak traffic time.


Main Street is actually either East Main or West Main, with Foushee Street downtown being the dividing line. It runs from Church Hill west through downtown and the Fan until it changes names to Ellwood at Boulevard.


Cary Street links the city’s tony Near West End, where it is a two-way street to the funky shopping and dining destination Cary-town. There it becomes a one-way street heading eastward. It continues through the Fan and VCU’s Monroe Park campus downtown to Shockoe Slip and Shockoe Bottom hangouts. Again, Foushee Street is the dividing line for west to east.


Parham Road loops from Chamberlayne Road in Henrico County by J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College to the west end, where it connects with Chippenham Parkway (VA 150).


Laburnum Avenue has the distinction of being West Laburnum, East Laburnum, North Laburnum or South Laburnum as it winds from I-195 through North Side, past Richmond International Raceway, and through eastern Henrico County.




Richmond Area Bridges Across the James River
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Midlothian Turnpike (US 60) is another major east-west artery that rivals Broad Street for retail usefulness, especially after it heads west from Richmond to Chesterfield County. It crosses into Powhatan County, after it intersects VA 288.


Hull Street (US 360) also begins in the city and heads west to become another east-west shopping artery in Chesterfield County.


North/South


US 1 and US 301 are linked through the city, loosely paralleling I-95 if that’s geometrically possible. Huguenot Road (VA 147) connects Chesterfield County to the Huguenot Bridge in South Richmond and the city’s West End.


iPrefer a carpool for commuting? RideFinders, had 102 vanpools and 1,285 carpools registered as of late 2009. An Emergency Ride Home program guarantees three free rides home or to your car if you have an emergency. Call (804) 643-7433 or go to www.ridefinders.com for more information.




Pay Attention to Direction!


Whether you’re in Church Hill, Shockoe Bottom or Slip, downtown, the Fan or Museum District, or south of the river in Manchester or Woodland Heights, pay attention to cardinal directions in street addresses. 100 W. Broad St. is not the same block as 100 E. Broad St. Downtown, the streets change from west to east at Foushee Street south of Broad Street or at St. James Street north of Broad Street. The divider for north-south streets is East or West Main Street until Main Street turns into Ellwood at North Boulevard. Numbered streets add another wrinkle. North and south numbered streets are on Church Hill and its environs, whereas all east and west numbered streets—West 4th Street, for instance—are in the South Side, in neighborhoods such as Manchester, Woodland Heights, and Westover Hills. The east-west dividing road is Hull Street (US 360). In other words, get a good map, and use it!





Staples Mill Road (VA 33) runs primarily north of West Broad Street out to the Henrico section of Glen Allen before becoming Mountain Road and winding up in Hanover County.


Mechanicsville Turnpike (US 360) jogs through parts of Richmond and Henrico County before eventually becoming a retail and business artery in Hanover County.


Parking


On-street parking downtown is usually free after 6 p.m. and on weekends. One- to two-hour metered parking is allowed on weekdays, but from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., finding a space at a meter can be a challenge because parking is prohibited on many streets. In some areas of the Fan and Carver neighborhoods, free on-street parking for more than an hour or two is reserved for permit holders, so pay attention to signs. Note as well signs detailing street-cleaning on certain days—your car could be towed if you park where it is prohibited. The good news is that parking at a meter costs only 25 cents per half hour. There are also plenty of parking lots and garages downtown available for a fee.


BY PLANE


RICHMOND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT


1 Richard E. Byrd Terminal Dr.


Richmond, VA 23250


(804) 226-3000


www.flyrichmond.com


The ease of flying in and out of Richmond International Airport (RIC) cannot be overstated. It’s a 10-minute drive to downtown, and though it served 3.35 million passengers in Fiscal Year 2009, you’ll rarely hit traffic, have trouble parking, or wait in long lines at ticketing or security. The airport is served by eight commercial carriers. Recently renovated and expanded, with lots of natural light and brick accents, the airport is perhaps the best example of regionalism run right. There’s just one terminal, and it’s bright, airy, and compact, making navigating it a breeze, with ticketing on the upper level and baggage claim on the lower. Arriving 1½ hours before your flight is usually sufficient.




Enough to Drive You Crazy


Another fun feature of our region is how frequently street names change, sometimes from county to city but also within the boundaries of a city or county. For instance, Jeff Davis Highway becomes Cowardin Avenue, crosses the river via the Lee Bridge, becomes South Belvidere Street, then North Belvidere Street, until becoming Chamberlayne Avenue and eventually, Chamberlayne Road. Sigh. Huguenot Road turns into Courthouse Road at Midlothian Turnpike. Monument Avenue turns into West Franklin Street at North Lombardy Street. I could go on.





The airlines serving RIC combine to provide direct service to Atlanta, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Houston, Miami, New York, Orlando, Philadelphia, St. Louis, Toronto, and Washington, D.C., among other cities, and connecting flights to many more destinations.


Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the terminal, and RIC also has a business center on the lower level of the terminal, open from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. Next door, a new USO center opened in 2010 to smooth the travels of thousands of Armed Services members who fly in and out every year. A full-service bank is on the second floor, and a small Richmond Visitors Center, moved to more visible digs in 2010, is now between baggage claim areas on the lower level.


If you have time and the inclination, an interfaith chapel is on the lower level as well.


The options for a bite to eat or shopping are more limited than in larger airports, but it’s easy enough to grab a burger or vegetarian meal, coffee, beer, or sweet treat at the carts and restaurants. Hudson News has multiple outlets stocking books, periodicals, toys, and Virginia souvenirs.


iStuck at the baggage carousels waiting for your bags? Take a look at the art exhibits hanging nearby provided by the renowned (and recently renovated and expanded) Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. These changing exhibits always highlight Virginia artists.


Airlines Serving RIC


Air Canada: (888) 247-2262, www.aircanada.com


Air Tran: (800) 247-8726, www.airtran.com


American Airlines: (800) 433-7300, www.aa.com


Continental: (800) 525-0280, www.continental.com


Delta: (800) 221-1212, www.delta.com


JetBlue Airways: (800) 538-2583, www.jetblue.com


United: (800) 241-6522, www.united.com


US Airways: (800) 428-4322, www.usair-ways.com


iRather than endlessly circling the airport while waiting to pick up a guest, pull into the 40-space Cell Phone Lot, located near the Arrivals area. Once your visitor calls to let you know he or she has landed, you can be curbside in a minute.


Parking


Is it a tip of the hat to the region’s Civil War history or just the luck of the compass that the parking garages that handle daily and hourly parking are named North and South? Whatever the case, it’s convenient to park undercover at RIC with just a short walk to the terminal. If you’d rather, valet parking is available at the terminal departure curb for $20 for the first day and $2 an hour for every hour after the first 24. Prearrange it by calling (804) 226-3089. To park your own car, the rate in the daily garages is $12 a day. The hourly lot is cheaper by the hour but more expensive by the day ($24 daily). For less expensive long-term parking options, three economy lots with 24-hour free shuttle service to the terminal are also available for $7 per day. Just follow the signs on the airport entrance road. No need to bother with the AutoExpress kiosks throughout the airport to pay for your parking; it’s easy to pay by cash or credit card 24 hours a day at the exits.


iIf you prefer your airport reunions inside the terminal, pull into the hourly lot and park. You won’t pay a dime (or anything else) if you are in and out of the garage in 59 minutes or less. It’s free. Just don’t overstay your welcome, or you will be charged for the first hour and any time thereafter.


From the Airport to the City


All ground transportation is available on the lower level of the terminal, near baggage claim, or in the case of taxis, curbside.


Car Rental


Eight national chains provide car rentals at RIC. The airport is so well designed, there are no rental-car shuttles. All vehicles are in a nearby garage, reached by a covered walkway near the No. 1 baggage claim area, once you’ve made your arrangements at the counter. Several companies have other drop-off and pickup locations in the region, but their hours and offerings are limited.


Rental Car Agencies Serving RIC


Alamo: (888) 826-6893, www.alamo.com


Avis: (800) 331-1212, www.avis.com


Budget: (800) 527-0700, www.budget.com


Dollar: (800) 800-3665, www.dollar.com


Enterprise: (800) 261-7331, www.enterprise.com


Hertz: (800) 654-3001, www.hertz.com


National: (888) 826-6890, www.national.com


Thrifty: (877) 283-0898, www.thrifty.com


Airport Shuttle


Groome Transportation offers 24-hour shuttle service from home, hotel, or airport. They use a zoned system to operate door-to-door, shared ride, and charter services. Their rates vary according to how many people are on board and how far away your destination is, but figure in the $20 to $40 range. Their Web site, www.groometransportation.com, provides the zone map and rates. To schedule a pickup, call (800) 552-7911.


Taxis and Limousines


Taxis


Taxis are available all hours curbside at the lower level of the terminal. According to the Capital Region Taxicab Advisory Board, taxis licensed in the city of Richmond and the counties of Chesterfield, Hanover, and Henrico are required to charge identical rates. All trips that begin at Richmond International Airport cost $10 or the amount registered on the meter, whichever is more. All tolls are the responsibility of the passenger.


The first 0.20 mile costs $2.50 and another 50 cents for each additional 0.20 mile, so that’s $4.50 for the first mile and $2.50 a mile after that. Additional charges apply for each 80 seconds of waiting time, for each additional passenger over the age of six and for trips that originate between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.


Though you will find cabs available at RIC, train and bus stations, and many hotels, cabs are not cruising the streets of the Richmond region looking for fares as they do in New York. In most cases you’ll need to call for a pickup.


Allied Central Cab: (804) 266-4008


Deb’s Taxi Service: (804) 439-2232, www.debstaxiservice.com


Gentleman Taxi: (804) 839-8400, www.gentlemantaxi.com


Innsbrook Cab Company: (804) 909-1990


Manhattan Taxi: (804) 643-6791, www.manhattantaxicab.com


Napoleon Taxi: (804) 354-TAXI (8294), www.napoleontaxi.com


Rainbow Taxi: (804) 762-9200


Richmond Taxi: (804) 439-0009, www.richmondvataxi.com


Veterans Cab: (804) 275-5542, www.veteranscabrichmond.com


iAirport Taxi operates two ADA-approved wheelchair-accessible taxis in its fleet at Richmond International Airport. The taxis can accommodate people in manual and motorized wheelchairs. If an ADA-equipped vehicle isn’t at the taxi stand, call (804) 233-4444 and within 20 minutes Airport Taxi will provide ADA wheelchair-accessible transportation to airport passengers.


Limousines


CMC Limousine is the only limousine company licensed to operate both walk-up sedan service and prearranged limousine service at RIC. To arrange travel with them, call (804) 222-7790. Many other companies can pick you or your group up at the airport or other location if you call ahead.


Classic Limousine Service: (804) 301-5690, www.vaclassiclimo.com


CMC Limousine: (804) 360-2122, www.cmclimo.com


Down Under Limousine: (804) 784-4024, www.downunderlimousine.com


James Limousine: (804) 273-1540, www.jameslimousine.com


James River Bus Co.: (804) 342-7300, www.onetransportationsolution.com


TNT Limousine and Executive Sedan: (804) 965-0990, www.tntlimousine.com


Tripp’s Travel: (804) 347-9318, www.trippstravellimo.com


Winn Transportation: (804) 358-9466, www.winnbus.com


BY TRAIN AND BUS


Amtrak


Unlike those in most major cities, Richmond’s main train station is not downtown. The beautiful and historic Richmond-Main Street Station (RVM) is downtown, but it has only limited passenger service and no checked-baggage service, and just four passenger trains stop there each day. This could change with high-speed rail between Richmond and Washington, D.C., now the region’s No. 1 priority, but for the meantime most Amtrak passengers arrive at Richmond-Staples Mill Road Station (RVR), which is actually in Henrico County, 1 mile west of I-64, exit 185.


Amtrak runs three routes that serve Richmond, the Carolinian/Piedmont route with service between North Carolina and New York, the Silver Service/Palmetto line with service from New York to Florida, and Northeast Regional route with service from Boston to Lynchburg or Newport News. Currently, only Northeast Regional trains stop at Main Street Station, but not all of them coming through Richmond do. A few trains stop at both Richmond stations, but not all do. Plan your trip carefully so you’re not stranded.


The Staples Mill Station (RVR) is unimpressive, small, and not the best gateway to Richmond. It does, however, have what you need to purchase tickets and check baggage. It’s open 24 hours a day and has limited food service available from approximately 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. seven days a week. Parking is free for the first three hours and $5 a day.


iThere are no lockers available in the Staples Mills station to store baggage, so if you have time before your train and want to walk to a nearby store or restaurant without lugging your luggage with you, ask to store your bags in the ticket office.


Though the two Richmond stations are only 8 miles apart, trains take an average of 28 minutes to travel between them, as the trains have to squeeze through the worst railroad bottleneck on the East Coast. So if the train you’re taking stops at both stations, avoid the slowdown by leaving from Richmond-Staples Mill (RVR) if you’re heading north, and leaving from Richmond-Main Street Station (RVM), if you’re heading east to Williamsburg or Newport News.


As convenient as Main Street Station (RVM) is to downtown, there’s no ticketing office or checked-baggage availability here. The station is open Mon through Thurs from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sat and Sun from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.


Check schedules and service for both stations by calling (800) 872-7245 (USA-RAIL) or by going online at www.amtrak.com.


Greyhound


The Greyhound Bus Station is 3 miles west of downtown, at 2910 N. Blvd. The terminal is somewhat bleak on the outside, but surprisingly bright and spacious inside, with plenty of seating and a fast-food restaurant with booths. The station and ticketing counter are open 24 hours a day every day. Fancy new buses with Wi-Fi and outlets for cell phones and laptops are available from Washington, D.C., and north. For service all over the country and to or from Canada and Mexico, call Greyhound Bus Line at (800) 231-2222 or (804) 254-5910 or visit www.greyhound.com.


Chinatown Buses


An inexpensive way to get to Richmond from Washington, Philadelphia, or New York, or to travel to those cities, is to take one of the Chinatown buses that have set up shop here and run several trips per day. A ticket to D.C. is as little as $15 one way, and a round-trip fare to New York is $60. The online site www.gotobus.com serves as a clearinghouse for the different companies, such as Todays Bus and Eastern, which have small stations at three locations in Richmond. Yes, the bus might leave at 1 a.m., but it’s an adventure.


BY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION


The Greater Richmond Transit Company, better known as GRTC, is a nonprofit transit system owned by the city of Richmond and county of Chesterfield and operated primarily in Richmond and Henrico County. GRTC provides limited service to Chesterfield County and express service Monday through Friday to Mechanicsville, Fredericksburg, and Petersburg. One of the region’s flaws is that Chesterfield County offers only limited bus service within its borders. Nevertheless, in 2008 GRTC was voted “Best Transportation in North America” for a midsize city by the American Public Transportation Association, and had more than 10 million passenger trips in 2009.


It’s likely that people who discourage you from taking the bus haven’t ridden GRTC lately, if ever. With one of the newest fleets in the country, including 170 buses and eight minibuses on 40 routes, GRTC offers convenience and a great deal. At press time, a 25 cents fare increase to $1.50 for local routes (just 75 cents for those 65 and older with proper ID) and $2 for express routes seemed inevitable. Still, riding the bus saves money that would otherwise be spent on parking, gas, and tolls. It’s no wonder that when gas prices rise, people flock to the buses. With the advent of Park-N-Ride lots throughout the suburbs, more people than ever can take advantage of this green transportation trend.
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