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Arguably the best football conference in America, the Southeastern Conference (SEC) contains some of the most storied programs in the history of college football. In Where Football Is King, Christopher J.

Walsh provides a team-by-team history of the SEC and describes the classic games, players, and coaches in the conference’s seventy-three-year history.

 


The genesis of the SEC was the introduction of football to the University of Georgia in 1891 by a chemistry professor, Charles Herty. While Georgia’s first game was against Mercer University that fall, the South’s oldest rivalry was born when Georgia, took on Auburn on February 20, 1892, at Atlanta’s Piedmont Park. From there, Walsh recounts, the sport took off like wildfire, and the SEC was able to formally organize some four decades later. Originally a thirteen-team conference, through attrition and addition the SEC eventually comprised Georgia, Auburn, Vanderbilt, Florida, Alabama, Ole Miss, LSU, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi State, South Carolina, and Auburn.

 


From his unique vantage point as beat writer for Alabama football for the Tuscaloosa News, Walsh provides insight into the culture and traditions of football in the South where, it is said (and widely believed), the game is “greater than religion.” Legendary figures and legendary games pass through the pages of Where Football Is King—players such as Joe Namath, Ken Stabler, Herschel Walker, and Peyton Manning, and games such as the “Iron Bowl,” the intense annual rivalry between Auburn and Alabama. As colorful as the SEC is competitive, this history will be essential reading for any football fan.
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Introduction

To understand football in the Southeastern Conference, you have to know about “The Kingfish.”

There was nothing average about Huey Long, Governor of Louisiana from 1928 to 1932 before serving in the United States Senate. A high-school dropout who taught himself and received a law degree after only one year of study, Long envisioned himself as the champion of the “little man” and an enemy of big business. His slogan was “Every Man is King,” and he was so confident of becoming president of the United States that he wrote a book entitled My First Days in the White House, which included details of his cabinet.

Long was also a huge fan of the Louisiana State University football team.

“As Governor of the State of Louisiana, I protest your calls,” he argued during the 1930 game against Arkansas. “I don’t mind you penalizing LSU, but penalize us in midfield. Don’t do it when we get down to the goal line.”

Of course, it wasn’t enough for Long to just root for the Tigers. Like nearly every other fan in the SEC, his team had to win, and he had to do his part.

“I don’t fool around with losers,” Long said. “LSU can’t have a losing football team because that will mean that I am associated with a loser.”

When ticket sales for the 1934 home opener against Southern Methodist were lagging in part because the Ringling Brothers Circus was also due to perform in Baton Rouge that night, Long politely informed the circus that he would have no choice but to enforce an obscure “animal-dipping” law.

Needless to say, the show did not go on that night. The circus delayed its trip, football ticket sales rose, and LSU managed to tie SMU, 14-14.

Later that same year, Long “secured” six special trains by “reminding” the Illinois Central Railroad that the value of railroad bridges in the state could easily rise from $100,000 to $4 million. He used them to take 5,000 LSU fans from Baton Rouge to Nashville for the LSU game at Vanderbilt. On the day of the trip, he had to work out how dozens of armed Louisiana police could cross the border, with the Tennessee Game and Fish Commission deciding that they could enter the state as “deputy game wardens” to guard whatever “wildlife you may see fit.”

Also along for the ride was a 125-piece marching band and 1,500 students wearing new grey uniforms that were rushed from tailors. Newspapers reported that Long loaned any student who was short on funds $7 to make the trip. He was quoted as saying the money came from “contributors.”

Although Long deflected speculation that he would announce his bid for the White House during the trip, he did make a pregame speech and boldly predicted an LSU victory. While standing on the sidelines, Long watched the Tigers do just that, 29-0.

Less than a year later, on September 8, 1935, Long was assassinated by the son-in-law of a long-time rival in the capitol building in Baton Rouge. Although his bodyguards killed the assailant, he took a bullet in the stomach and died two days later. Long’s last words included: “God, don’t let me die, I have so much left to do,” and “Who will look after my darling LSU?”

Yes, football is a little different at the 12 schools that make up the SEC. To the fans, and just about everyone else who lives in those nine states, it’s so much more than a game, including identity, history, honor, and pride.

“Southerners are proud of their football heritage, their schools, and their teams,” said George Mooney, the Voice of the Tennessee Volunteers. “And they share a deep pride that goes with being from the South.”

Southern writer and novelist Paul Hemphill once wrote: “Football is less a way out, than a way of life. No other sport has a chance in Alabama.”

Actually, that was an understatement.

Since football became the dominant sport on many Southern campuses after World War I, it has meant everything to these people, and been handed down from generation to generation.

They crow at South Carolina, bark at Georgia, and at Florida they Growl—which is the name of the world’s largest student-run pep rally, attracting more than 70,000 the night before the homecoming game (performers have included Bill Cosby, Bob Hope, Robin Williams, Jay Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, and Howie Mandel).

Mississippi State fans proudly proclaim, “Friends don’t let friends go to Ole Miss.” At Alabama, “Secret Witness,” a rub against Tennessee, is a popular T-shirt. LSU fans frequently have “Geaux Tigers” displayed on their car bumpers, though one could make a living selling anti-Bama slogans at Auburn.

They even take their mascots very seriously.

When Mississippi State’s original bulldog mascot Bully was killed on November 19, 1939, by a campus bus, he was buried under the bench at the 50-yard line of Scott Field. More than 2,500 people paid their respects, and Life magazine covered the funeral.

Before LSU home games, Mike the Tiger, who is a real Bengal tiger, rides in a cage on the field and is parked near the visiting locker room. The original Mike, who had the job for 20 years, died during a six-game losing streak in 1956. His death was kept a secret until the string was snapped.

In 1991, Tennessee’s coonhound mascot, Smokey VI, was listed on the injury report after suffering heat exhaustion during a game with UCLA. When Georgia’s bulldog was to have knee surgery, coach Vince Dooley commented that “Uga’s injury has gotten more national attention than my two running backs,” referring to Tim Worley and Keith Henderson, who were both coming off serious injuries sustained during the 1986 season.

They scream “War Eagle” at Auburn, “Go Cocks” at South Carolina, and at Mississippi State the coach once tried to inspire his team before playing the Texas Longhorns by castrating a bull (and you bet it worked).

They play “Dixie” at Ole Miss, cry “Sooey” at the top of their lungs at Arkansas, yell “Go to hell Ole Miss,” at LSU, and smoke cigars at Alabama after beating Tennessee.

When Kentucky plays home games at Commonwealth Stadium, which opened in 1973 and has a seating capacity of 67,606, it becomes the third largest city in the state.

At Tennessee, Neyland Stadium (104,079) has been reconfigured so many times to squeeze in more fans that it reminds many of a woman trying to fit into the same girdle after giving birth.

Speaking of women, at SEC schools they’re so beautiful that most men risk car accidents whenever they drive through campus. Co-eds often dress up for games, are as vocal as their male counterparts, and insult their counterparts by openly speculating if they have all their teeth.

While fans from the North wonder, “What’s the deal with all the majorettes?” their Southern brethren are busy trying to figure out, “How can we beat those Yankee bastards?” The crafty Commodores of Vanderbilt were among the first to figure it out, and everyone else followed.

“I just didn’t hear from Georgia people, but from people from all over the South,” Dooley said after winning at Michigan in 1965. “To go up there and invade the North and come back a winner was the greatest thing for a lot of people. It was as if we had had a chance to go to Gettysburg again.”

The most recent additions to the conference fit in almost immediately.

When word reached Austin that Arkansas was going to join the SEC, the Texas legislature actually passed a bill to try and force the Razorbacks to stay in the Southwest Conference. Instead, the departure proved to be a deathblow to the conference while giving Razorbacks fans another reason to hate Texas.

At South Carolina, which regularly has more than 80,000 on hand at Williams-Brice Stadium to see a team that has never played in a major bowl game, fans stormed the field and tore down the goalposts in 2000 when it snapped a string of 21 consecutive losses by defeating New Mexico State. The Gamecocks came into the game with three winning seasons over the previous 33 years (most of which came prior to joining the SEC).

“Football is the essence of America, but not because of championships or titles,” legendary Ole Miss quarterback Archie Manning said. “The drive to compete, the guts to play, the will to come from behind, the grace to walk off the field a loser, that’s the essence of football.”

Even the media is a little bit different in the SEC. One of the region’s signature radio talk shows, hosted by Paul Finebaum in Birmingham, talks college football year-round and makes this quip in the daily introduction: “Where legends are made, and coaches . . . fired.”

When Richard Ernsberger was putting together his book Bragging Rights, Florida coach Steve Spurrier told him, “You tell Coach [Phillip] Fulmer that the Swamp is going to be loud this year. As loud as it’s ever been.” When he did, in a phone interview with the Tennessee coach, the other end of the line got very quiet.

FYI, both Ernsberger and Finebaum are from Tennessee.

“Football is an honest game,” Alabama’s favorite quarterback Joe Namath said. “It’s true to life. It’s about sharing. Football is a team game. So is life.”

In the SEC, the game is reflected in nearly every facet of society, and it seeps into every crevice of Southern culture.

In the SEC, they are dedicated:

“When I started at LSU in 1983, there were only two sports,” said LSU athletic director Skip Bertman, “football and spring football.”

They are family oriented:

“When you go to a game in the South, you’re likely to see four generations together,” Arkansas coach and athletic director Frank Broyles said. “It’s part of our heritage, and that heritage is passed along from generation to generation. It means something very important to our people.”

They can see things relatively:

“A tie is like kissing your sister,” said Alabama coach Paul “Bear” Bryant, who also coached at Kentucky and was an assistant at Vanderbilt.

They ask thought-provoking questions:

“I don’t understand why kamikaze pilots wore crash helmets,” said Lou Holtz, who coached at Arkansas and South Carolina.

They demand the best:

“It was rot-gut. It wasn’t even good stuff,” Bertman said after stadium security found 54 fifths of whiskey taped under the student section bleachers before a game at Tiger Stadium. In similar fashion, after Bryant picked up a bottle a Georgia Tech fan had thrown at him, he quipped: “I thought Tech people drank a better brand of whiskey than this.” However, Bryant was wearing a helmet at the time for protection, after Georgia Tech’s Chick Graning sustained a broken nose, a broken jaw, and lost five teeth on a shot to the face from Darwin Holt during the previous meeting.

They have lofty expectations:

“If I had hired Jesus Christ, then people would just gripe that he had long hair and sandals,” LSU athletic director Joe Dean said after hiring Curley Hallman and Gerry DiNardo as football coaches.

They have religion:

“The definition of an atheist in Alabama is a person who doesn’t believe in Bear Bryant,” Georgia coach Wally Butts said. But there’s also a famous joke Auburn fans tell about the time Bryant and Shug Jordan went fishing together, and the Bear openly wondered if he could actually walk on water like all the Bama fans believed. He stepped out of the boat and immediately fell into the water. After swimming back to the boat and reaching up to Jordan, Bryant said, “Shug, promise me you won’t tell the Alabama fans I can’t walk on water.” Jordan replied, “Okay Bear, just as long as you promise not to tell the Auburn fans that I helped you back into the boat.”

They have fine dining:

“If you’re not a Gator, you’re Gator bait,” Spurrier said.

They take loyalty seriously, especially after an allegiance changes:

“I know what hell is like,” Mississippi State athletic director Dudy Noble said. “I once coached at Ole Miss.”

They insult:

“We’re looking forward to playing Mississippi State on the road this year,” Bertman said. “Word is a tornado blew through Starkville late last season and did $2 million worth of improvements.”

They learn:

“Peyton tortured me pretty good,” Ole Miss quarterback Eli Manning said about his older brother, who was a pretty good quarterback at Tennessee. “He would pin me down and knock on my cheek with his knuckles and make me name 10 schools in the SEC or in the Big Ten. He wouldn’t stop until I did. I probably wouldn’t know all my divisions and teams if it wasn’t for that.”

They play hard:

“It didn’t matter if he was big or small, fast or slow, All-American or second team, my job was to beat him and beat him soundly,” three-time LSU All-American Tommy Casanova said.

They play really hard:

“His ear had a real nasty cut and it was dangling from his head, bleeding badly,” Tennessee lineman Bull Bayer said about Alabama’s first All-American, Bully Vandegraaff. “He grabbed his own ear and tried to yank it from his head. His teammates stopped him and the managers bandaged him. Man, was that guy a tough one. He wanted to tear off his own ear so he could keep playing.”

They go crazy:

“Here, where the hills are high, Tennessee fans are calling on the Volunteers to give the state its first clear claim to national honors,” United Press International’s Henry McLemore wrote in the midst of the 1939 undefeated season. “Knoxville is the perfect example of civil lunacy. Every suburb is a wing of an asylum.” (Incidentally, Tennessee went on to finish the regular season 10-0 without giving up a single point, but endured the first of two shutout losses to Southern Cal in the Rose Bowl, 14-0.)

They pay attention to the competition:

“What did I learn coaching at LSU? Basically, that the conference office in the SEC wants to be able to say they have great football and the conference office in the Big Ten wants to be able to say they graduate their athletes,” DiNardo said.

They don’t let up:

“You can’t be selective about when you compete in this league,” LSU coach Nick Saban said. “You can’t be selective about when you want to play hard and when you need to play well, because every game you play is a real challenge, and an important one.”

They demand:

“To err is human, to forgive divine. But to forgive a football coach is unheard of,” Dooley said.

They don’t believe in mediocrity:

“The only way I know to keep football fun is to win,” Mississippi State coach Darrell Royal said. “There is no laughter in losing.”

And they absolutely, positively love their football.

“In the South, college football isn’t just a game. It’s who we are,” said Bill Curry, who left Alabama after someone threw a brick through his window when he won the SEC championship but lost to rival Auburn.

He also once said, “The best way to describe football in the South is hysteria . . . mass hysteria.”





Part I

THE SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE





• 1 •

This Is the SEC

Even though the Southeastern Conference didn’t become reality until 1933, its roots go back into the late 1800s, when football was barely a blip on the athletic radar screen, especially in the South. With the game just having been introduced on most of the campuses that would eventually form the alliance, most Southern schools were small and baseball was usually the sport of choice.

On December 22, 1894, on the suggestion of Dr. William Dudley, a professor of chemistry at Vanderbilt, faculty representatives from seven schools gathered in Atlanta for an informal meeting to discuss the organizing of an association to establish common rules, settle disputes, and provide general regulation and control of collegiate athletics.

The Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (1894–1922) was the first of its kind in the nation, followed by the Intercollegiate Conference of Faculty Representatives, which would evolve into the Big Ten Conference. The schools were Alabama, Alabama Polytechnic Institute (now known as Auburn), Georgia, Georgia School of Technology, North Carolina, University of the South (Sewanee), and Vanderbilt. With an open membership, another 19 schools joined within a year and would be considered charter members. By 1928, the roster included 32 schools, stretching the association from Maryland to Texas.

According to Melvin Henry Gruensfelder, who wrote the thesis “A History of the Origin and Development of the Southeastern Conference” at the University of Illinois in 1964, a primary concern of the organization was “to correct some of the evils of baseball. A key regulation was the requirement for a transfer student to remain in residence for one year before he could participate in an intercollegiate contest. It was enacted in 1894 and known as the migratory law.”

Many of the original ground rules still exist in some form today, like participation limited to a time period of five years and eligibility requirements. Additionally, many of the control problems the SIAA faced in its early years the National Collegiate Athletic Association would likewise contend with a half-century later, in that there was a clear division of membership in how best to proceed (especially larger schools vs. smaller schools).

In 1899 the University of the South (from Sewanee, Tennessee)—a future, albeit brief, member of the SEC—pulled off an amazing accomplishment when it won five games in six days on the road against LSU, Ole Miss, Texas, Texas A&M, and Tulane by a combined score of 91-0. Sewanee had already defeated Georgia, Georgia Tech, and Tennessee, and went on to defeat Auburn, which was the only opponent to score (11-10), and North Carolina before declaring itself the Southern football champion. No one argued the point.

In 1904, the first full-time football coaches, including Mike Donahue at Auburn, John Heisman at Georgia Tech, and Vanderbilt’s Dan McGugin, escalated the sport’s growing importance in the region, and pretty soon other schools were looking for ways to compensate, especially to keep up with Vanderbilt.

“Charges of ringers and professionalism became so common that a meeting of the association was called in mid-season of 1907 for a hurried hearing regarding the temporary suspension of one school,” Gruensfelder wrote. “Bad feeling arising from other charges caused the ending of one intercollegiate rivalry and the de-emphasis of others.”

The rivalry, of course, was Alabama-Auburn, now possibly the most intense in the nation.

He continued: “The bad feeling, compounded by efforts to field winning teams, almost destroyed the game in the South. The feeling of distrust was most difficult to overcome and was still evident years later.”

At the time, football was essentially a hybrid of rugby and soccer, only incredibly brutal. There was no neutral zone between teams at the line of scrimmage and few limits to what linemen could do to opposing players, or for that matter their own players, as ball carriers could be picked up and thrown over the line. Gang tackling was the norm and, though extremely dangerous, most teams utilized the “Flying Wedge” formation in which teammates would link together—sometimes using a special belt equipped with handles—to form a “V” and charge into the opposition.

In 1905 alone, college football was credited with 18 deaths and 149 serious injuries. With the game at a crossroad and close to being banned, President Theodore Roosevelt, himself a fan of the sport, stepped in and during two White House conferences with collegiate athletic leaders made it clear that football would either be reformed or abolished.

In December of that year, Chancellor Henry M. MacCracken of New York University headed a meeting of 13 schools to initiate changes. It also led to the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States (IAAUS), founded by 62 members. Within four years, it morphed into a much stronger organization with a different name, and thus the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) was born.

In 1915, in part because the larger and smaller schools were split on freshman eligibility, two new alliances were formed within the SIAA, with members vowing not to play opponents that didn’t follow their regulations.

Comprising the Athletic Conference of Southern States were Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia.

Members of the Southern Athletic Conference were Alabama Institute of Technology, Clemson, Georgia School of Technology, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi A&M, and Tennessee.

Perhaps the most famous game of the time period occurred in 1916, when Georgia Tech routed Cumberland College 220-0. With his team up by more than 100 points at halftime, Heisman told his players: “Be careful of that team from Cumberland. There’s no telling what they have up their sleeves.”

Georgia Tech went 9-0 and won the first of its four national championships in 1917, but declined a trip to the Rose Bowl so that many players could enlist in the military during World War I. With a record of 102-29-7, Heisman had to leave the school in 1919 due to a divorce settlement stipulating that he would not live in the same city as his ex-wife. She chose Atlanta. He was succeeded by William Alexander, who went 134-95-15 and was the first coach to take teams to the Rose, Sugar, Orange, and Cotton bowls.

Note: Georgia Tech won its second national championship in 1928 after defeating California 8-7 in the Rose Bowl. The game is remembered for Cal’s Roy Riegels picking up a fumble and running toward his own goal line, only to be tackled by his teammates. When Cal had to punt, Tech blocked it for a safety, earning what would be the game-winning points.

It took five years, but after World War I the issue of freshman eligibility finally split the association, which by 1920 had grown to 30 schools.

Eight joined the Athletic Conference of Southern States to form the Southern Intercollegiate Conference, but still cooperated and competed with association schools after they finally yielded and adopted the freshmen rule.

However, at a meeting at Gainesville, Florida, on December 12–13 of that year, the larger schools formed a completely new league. Making up the Southern Conference were Alabama, Auburn, Clemson, Georgia, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi State, North Carolina, North Carolina State, Tennessee, Virginia, Virginia Tech, and Washington & Lee. Florida, Louisiana State, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tulane, Vanderbilt, and Virginia Military followed in 1922, while Sewanee and Duke became members in 1923 and 1928, respectively.

This new association, with Georgia’s S. V. Sanford serving as president, coincided with the growth of football, placing it among the most popular of spectator sports, thus increasing the role of the NCAA (though few Southern schools belonged at the time).

“It is the purpose and function of this conference to promote intercollegiate athletics in every form, to keep them in proper bounds by making them an incidental and not the principal feature of intercollegiate and university life, and to regulate them by wise and prudent measures in order that they may improve the physical condition, strengthen the moral fiber of students and form a constituent part of that education for which universities and colleges were established and are maintained.”

Again there were some problems. For example, the executive committee served merely as a court in matters of enforcement, so there was no investigatory process to discover rule-breakers. Because membership was so large, growing to 23 schools by 1928 despite an original cap of 16, and each deserved an opportunity to be heard on every matter, meetings were excessively long and the travel cumbersome.

One of the favorable issues the new conference faced arose after Alabama became the first Southern school invited to play in the Rose Bowl in 1925. Conference rules did not permit any games to be played after the first Saturday following Thanksgiving. By a unanimous vote the rule was suspended, and four more invitations to conference teams were received before 1932.

But the incredibly large conference had no means for naming an annual football or baseball champion, while championship events were held in basketball, track and field, cross-country, tennis, boxing and wrestling, golf, and swimming. Other issues divided the membership, from academic requirements to recruiting and scholarships, which resulted in sharp differences. The filming of practices and games, even for scouting or instruction purposes, was one of the most hotly debated subjects, and in 1931 it was actually outlawed along with radio broadcasts of football games, while photographers were banned from sidelines.

During a meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, in December 1932, the decision was made to split the Southern Conference into two geographical entities. The 10 coastal schools east of the Appalachian Mountains kept the Southern Conference name and continued to expand until it again went through a separation in 1953.

Meanwhile, 13 schools, determined to avoid the problems of the previous organizations, formed the Southeastern Conference. Charter institutions were Alabama, Auburn, Florida, Georgia, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, LSU, Mississippi, Mississippi State, Sewanee, Tennessee, Tulane, and Vanderbilt. In a departure from the previous associations, the president of each school became the primary representative to the conference (with the goal of having athletics to better serve the overall educational aims of each institution), and a new constitution and bylaws were quickly adopted. Kentucky’s president Frank McVey was elected the first SEC president, followed by Florida’s Dr. John Tigert.

“The Southeastern Conference is organized to form a more compact group of institutions with similar education ideals and regulations in order that they by joint action increase their ability to render the services for which they were founded and for which they are maintained, by making athletics a part of the education plan and by making them subservient to the great aims and objects of education and placing them under the same administrative control. The conference proposes to accomplish this end by promoting mutual trust and friendly relations between members; by controlling athletic competition and keeping such competition within the bounds of an educational activity; by promoting clean sportsmanship; and by developing public appreciation of the educational, rather than the commercial, values in intercollegiate sports.”

McVey held his first informal meeting with school presidents in Birmingham, Alabama, on February 16, 1933, with the first full meeting called to order in Atlanta on February 27. During the heart of the Great Depression, the league’s inaugural championship was a basketball tournament in Atlanta, with Kentucky defeating Mississippi State 46-27 for the title. The LSU men’s track team, which was coached by Bernie Moore, won the conference’s first national championship, defeating Southern California 58-54 at the national meet in Chicago.

In football, Alabama finished atop the SEC standings (5-0-1, 7-1-1 overall) just ahead of LSU (3-0-2, 7-0-3). With rule changes designed to encourage more passing, the attendance decline of the previous two years reversed, and the sport continued to grow in popularity.

One of the SEC’s first controversial decisions was to allow student-athletes to be eligible for normal student aid—for tuition, books, board, and room—resulting in outcry in the media and from other schools, but they were eventually won over. Influenced by the Depression, when many athletes had to leave school in order to support themselves, grant-in-aid for athletics was enacted in 1935.

“This plan has now been in effect a year and I am convinced that it has elevated intercollegiate athletics to a higher plane, and in general has corrected the evils and problems which previously had made falsifiers out of many of the athletes,” Tulane’s Dr. Wilbur Smith wrote in his report to the NCAA in 1936. In 1938, the Southern Conference adopted its own grant-in-aid policy.

, Meanwhile, bowl games other than the Rose Bowl (which wouldn’t sign an affiliation agreement with the Pac-10 and Big Ten conferences until 1946) began to emerge. Tulane was allowed to play in the first Sugar Bowl in 1935, followed by LSU the next three years. An affiliation agreement to have an SEC team annually selected was debated and initially turned down.

The Orange Bowl, which played its first game in 1933, invited Ole Miss in 1936, followed by Mississippi State, Auburn, Tennessee, and Georgia Tech in the subsequent years, all of which still had to receive permission from the conference. That same year, all SEC schools had finally joined the NCAA, with Alabama and Kentucky the final two holdouts.

In 1934, the conference negotiated a contract for a game-of-the-week broadcast, with A. J. Norris Hill Company the sponsor, but local broadcasts of games were still prohibited. However, when the financial gain exceeded expectations, the ban was lifted with schools allowed to negotiate their own contracts.

Meanwhile, the SEC recognized recruiting and focused on establishing controls. In 1939, the NCAA adopted its famous Article III regarding recruiting and subsidizing, and mandated that all schools adhere as a condition for membership. It authorized some recognition of the athlete in the granting of aid according to need, but fell short of what the SEC had approved. It marked a new era of regulation and enforcement for the parent organization, with the SEC adjusting its regulations to conform.

In 1939, at the suggestion of Vanderbilt Chancellor O. C. Carmichael, the SEC formed a committee to study the prospect of having a full-time commissioner to enforce conference rules and regulations, investigate alleged violations, and act as a center of communications between athletic departments. Martin Sennett Conner, a prominent attorney in Jackson, Mississippi, and former governor of that state, was appointed on August 20, 1940.

“We assume our duties, when men are shaken with doubt and with fear, and many are wondering if our very civilization is about to crumble,” Conner said when he was inaugurated as governor on January 19, 1932, at the age of 41. At the time, Mississippi had a bankrupt treasury and a $13 million deficit. After Conner made it one of the first states to impose a sales tax, Mississippi had accumulated a treasury surplus by the time he left office in 1936.

Conner was given an annual salary of $7,500 with a matching expense allowance. To pay for it, each school was to pay one-half of 1 percent of its gross football receipts (which was quickly increased to 1 percent).

The first change in membership came in 1940, when Sewanee, which had not enjoyed the same kind of growth as the other schools and had yet to win an SEC football game, left the conference.

“A small liberal arts college simply cannot compete in football with large universities,” the letter of resignation stated. “Equal competition in other sports is very difficult.”

Though the SEC regretted the loss, it did not consider a replacement and aimed to keep its numbers low.

As the country entered World War II, Conner established his office in Jackson and set forth to make sure conference regulations were carried out uniformly. One was that an athlete receiving student aid could work at a job paying no more than $10 per month a term. Normal pay could be received during holiday and vacation periods.

When the SEC’s annual meeting in 1941 was held in Lexington, Kentucky, just days after the attack on Pearl Harbor, numerous resolutions were passed, including the following by the presidents and faculty chairmen:

“The Southeastern Conference has assembled at the most critical period in American history. The days of the American Revolution were not so ominous. The conflict which resulted in the War Between the States did not constitute such a critical moment in our history. The First World War in 1917 was far less serious than the present crisis which is upon us. We have met today not merely to consider the minor problems of football, basketball, and other athletic sports but to consider seriously how colleges and universities can meet the issue of national defense and make their contributions in the struggle for our existence.”

With many eligibility regulations lifted and eventually suspended (entrance requirements, rule on transfers, participation rules, and the academic progress requirement), competition continued through the early stages of the war, though large crowds were banned on the West Coast, resulting in the Rose Bowl temporarily relocating to Durham, North Carolina (where Oregon State defeated Duke 20-16 before 65,000 fans). In 1943, seven SEC football teams cancelled their seasons. Vanderbilt played an informal schedule, LSU and Georgia played with freshmen and transfers, and Georgia Tech and Tulane competed with Navy players. The following season, 11 schools played schedules of from 7 to 10 games.

Though the conference did not suspend business, the commissioner was reduced to part-time status, with reduced pay. Instead, planning meetings were held to prepare for the postwar years, studying, and in many cases overhauling, everything from recruiting to administration. Among the changes, the $10 per month job was abolished (in favor of a $10 monthly grant), but the idea of creating a balanced, rotating schedule in football was rejected. In 1946, the SEC established its own association of officials.

Regulations regarding returning veterans proved to be tricky and confusing, and due to the various categories the commissioner often had to go on a case-by-case basis. When the conference passed a rule that a veteran could compete only after returning to his preservice college within one year of the date of his discharge, it was met by protest. At Auburn’s request a hearing was held, with the most vocal objections being raised over the stipulation that a veteran had to return to his original college (veterans organizations felt that a veteran should be able to choose any school he desired), and the rule was repealed.

With the innovative T-formation, devised by Stanford’s Clark Shaughnessy, followed by the split-T and the wing-T, and with player substitutions (to speed up the game and reduce injuries) as well as television, football’s growth was unprecedented in the years following World War II. Helping usher in the new era was Smith, who was president of the NCAA, and Conner, a member of its executive committee. However, Smith resigned in 1946 due to personal reasons, and Conner was no longer able to continue on the committee or as SEC commissioner due to health reasons, leaving a temporary void in conference representation on the national level.

Coinciding with their departure, the NCAA began a lengthy period of adjustment and transition. In 1947, the NCAA adopted the self-policing Sanity Code regarding recruiting and subsidizing. It permitted aid for tuition and fees, but not room and board. The SEC and Southwest Conference opposed the new rule, along with a recruiting regulation that prohibited off-campus contact. The Sanity Code was passed at the NCAA convention, but the recruiting regulation did not. While the SEC left the convention unsatisfied, it did get more representation with Vanderbilt Dean C. M. Sarratt and Alabama Dean Albert Moore elected to the council, with Moore becoming the first SEC representative to serve as NCAA president in 1953. Tennessee Dean N. W. Dougherty was elected to the executive committee in 1948, and W. A. Alexander of Georgia Tech added to the inspections and enforcement committee.

In an interview with Gruensfelder, Dougherty humorously said: “The NCAA was the biggest thing to happen to the conference.”

Dougherty stepped in as acting commissioner after Conner stepped down, until former LSU coach Moore was named the second full-time commissioner in 1948, the same year Kentucky won the SEC’s first national basketball championship.

One of Moore’s first steps was to move his offices to Birmingham, a central location within the conference that still serves as SEC headquarters. He also created an information bureau that would disseminate weekly releases, and he authorized annual publication of a records book and season statistics.

In 1949, with the conference taking in 25 percent of its assessment on bowl-game receipts, the SEC essentially became self-sufficient. In 1953 the SEC distributed $120,000 to its members as excess funds, with gate receipts exceeding expenditures long before the first television contract was signed.

At the suggestion of the NCAA, the SEC voted in 1951 to regulate the length of the football season, along with preseason and spring practices (meanwhile, the Southern Conference banned teams from playing in bowl games and limited rosters to 40 players for conference games. When Clemson and Maryland accepted bowl bids, they were declared ineligible for the conference championship. Two years later, seven of the larger schools broke off to form the Atlantic Coast Conference, or ACC). Otherwise, the biggest areas of concern during that time had to do with gambling and bribery. In addition to the numerous proposals the schools considered, reforms were also passed by federal and state legislatures. The first televised game in the Deep South was also played in 1951, between Alabama and Tennessee.

When the NCAA Council recommended that all schools unable to conform to the Sanity Code be suspended, membership didn’t follow suit, signaling a departure in the organization’s power structure. Due to concerns that it was creating more inequality in athletics, Kentucky faculty chairman A. D. Kirwan led the debate to repeal the Sanity Code that had been in effect for only three years. As a result, the NCAA was again an advisory board, but the movement toward having national control of recruiting standards and enforcement was on.

“The restrictions in the Sanity Code were such that the majority of institutions felt they couldn’t live by it,” Bradley University director of athletics Arthur J. Bergstrom said. “In fact, it got to the point where a great many schools, especially in the South and Southeast, said that if the code was adopted, they would withdraw their membership from the NCAA.”

In 1952, after reorganization increased the decision-making power to the elected council instead of the appointed executive committee, the NCAA strengthened its investigative arm with stricter penalties. Coinciding with rapid growth of membership, not to mention television, the NCAA consolidated its ability to govern both large and small schools and to handle problems not limited to a single school or region.

While the council approved a 12-point code in August 1951 that picked up where the Sanity Code left off, a nine-member Membership Committee composed of the NCAA president and the eight district vice presidents was charged with considering complaints filed against member schools. A Committee on Infractions was established in 1954 to replace the Membership Committee, and an assistant to NCAA Executive Director Walter Byers was hired to help administer the process. In 1956, that position was assumed by Bergstrom.

The SEC was opposed to the NCAA’s return to enforcement, but fully cooperated. One of the first major cases occurred in 1952 when Kentucky, coming off a severe point-shaving scandal, requested an investigation, which found that ineligible basketball players had participated in NCAA events over several years. Both the NCAA and SEC penalized the school, and Kentucky canceled its season.

At the time, former Federal Bureau of Investigation agent W. A. Collier was the SEC’s investigator, a position he held for 12 years. Additionally, from 1954 to 1961, the conference was represented on the NCAA Infractions Committee by Sarratt and Kirwan.

In 1953, Moore reported that an average of 40 to 50 percent of freshmen athletes who had participated the year before did not return. In 1954, the average loss was 46 percent, and 30 percent of the students authorized grants didn’t show up for their first year. The conference responded by authorizing new standards raising the levels of grants, and the return rates improved immediately.

A year later, the NCAA council appointed a committee to study all aspects of recruiting. One of the changes that came out of it, three years later, was the rule allowing a school to pay for one official visit by a recruit to the campus (putting the responsibility on the schools and curbing potential alumni activities). Though initially opposed by many, the national letter of intent became reality in 1963, and a year later most conferences had established entrance requirements. Neither change was legislated at the NCAA level, but rather they were agreed to by the conferences.

It wasn’t until 1956 that the SEC attempted to adopt a round-robin schedule featuring a set number of traditional and rotating games, but the schedule was objected to by nearly every school. Instead, a seven-game schedule was adopted. From 1948 to 1964, the SEC considered inviting Miami and Houston to join the conference, but never did in part because of the disagreements over a rotating football schedule. Meanwhile, the conference’s proficiency on the field was reaching new heights. In 1959, for example, four teams finished with rankings in the Top 10: Ole Miss (2), LSU (3), Georgia (5), and Alabama (10).

Two other important developments occurred under Moore’s watch. In 1963, women were allowed to participate in conference competition with men in swimming and tennis. On June 1, 1964, at the encouragement of football coach Bobby Dodd, Georgia Tech left the conference.

Dodd, a former Tennessee player who led the Yellow Jackets to the SEC championship in 1951 and 1952 (and his team was named the 1952 national champions by two rating systems and the International News Service, which merged with United Press in 1958), believed that Tech could become a successful independent similar to Notre Dame. He also disagreed with the SEC’s decision to limit scholarships before the NCAA mandated restrictions.

“Either love your players or get out of coaching,” was the quote associated with Dodd. Perhaps fittingly, Georgia Tech’s final conference game was a 14-3 victory against rival Georgia.

The departure left the conference unbalanced, but only for two years. Sweeping cutbacks by Tulane president Rufus Harris beginning in 1951 left the Green Wave unable to effectively compete, with as few as 38 players on the football team one season. On June 1, 1966, Tulane withdrew from the SEC for what many thought was an effort to play a national schedule as well.

“That wasn’t it at all,” Rix Yard, Tulane’s athletic director at the time, told the Times-Picayune years later. “The purpose was to lighten the schedule. We had to have some relief on the field. Those were tough days. Remember we had an 0-10 season in 1962. I remember going to Bernie Moore and pleading to allow us to reduce our schedule. He wouldn’t allow it.”

(Note: Things got much worse for Tulane before they got better. In 1983, graduate assistant Bob Davie was caught spying on the practices of Mississippi State, Tulane’s first opponent. The following year, assistant coach Wally English wanted his son, Jon, taking snaps instead of Bubby Brister, even though Jon had already played at five schools and been ruled ineligible. English sued the NCAA and the school, and with his son at quarterback, Tulane upset No. 9 Florida State, 34-28. He lost the lawsuit, the game was forfeited, and soon after a point-shaving scandal involving the basketball team was uncovered. After Tulane hired Mack Brown, who would coach Texas to the 2005 national championship, to replace English, a credit-card scandal involving football players was also unearthed. A 14-person committee reviewed the program for months and voted the night before the Southern Miss game in 1985 whether to drop the sport. The vote was a tie. A week later, before the season-ending game with LSU, another vote was taken, and Tulane football survived by one vote.)

Although there was always talk of a “Southern Ivy League” consisting of schools like Duke, Rice, Southern Methodist, Tulane, and Vanderbilt, it never materialized.

When Moore retired as commissioner on April 1, 1966, he was succeeded by Alabama native A. M. “Tonto” Coleman (1966–72), who had—ironically—worked at Georgia Tech for 15 years and was known for his wide grins and keen sense of humor. It was under Coleman that an SEC school admitted its first black athlete, Kentucky football player Nat Northington in 1966, after Syracuse’s Ernie Davis became the first black player to win the Heisman Trophy in 1961 and was followed by Southern California’s Mike Garrett in 1965 (FYI, O. J. Simpson won in 1968).

In 1971, Dr. Earl Ramer of Tennessee became the second SEC representative to be named NCAA president.

With Coleman’s retirement, Dr. H. Boyd McWhorter, the Dean of Arts and Sciences at Georgia and league secretary for approximately five years, became the SEC’s fourth commissioner in 1972. Not only did he make the formal agreement for the conference football champion to automatically receive an invitation to play in the Sugar Bowl, but in 1979 he helped to reinstate the SEC Men’s Basketball Tournament, which had been discontinued in 1952. Also on McWhorter’s watch, the first conference championships were held in women’s basketball, tennis, and volleyball, and the SEC signed an agreement with Turner Broadcasting Systems to show a football “Game of the Week” beginning in 1984, which was also when women’s sports came under the auspices of the SEC.

To give an idea of the proportional growth the league experienced during his tenure, during McWhorter’s first year the SEC distributed $1.57 million to its 10 schools. Fourteen years later, in 1986, the sum was $15 million. Growth continued under the direction of Dr. Harvey Schiller, who became commissioner on September 15, 1986. The Air Force colonel and former faculty chair at the U.S. Air Force Academy left in 1989 and later joined Turner Broadcasting to head all sports programming on TBS and TNT, in addition to serving as president of the NHL Atlanta Thrashers and World Championship Wrestling, director of the U.S. Olympic Committee, and CEO of Yankee-net, a sports media company that owned the New York Yankees, New Jersey Nets, New Jersey Devils, and a cable television division.

Speaking at his alma mater, The Citadel, in 2003, Schiller had the audience pass around five rings. The first, valued at $45,000, was a Stanley Cup ring. He also shared two World Series rings (1999 and 2000), Evander Holyfield’s boxing ring, and his commissioner’s ring from the SEC.

“The most important thing that you can have is for people to say that they trust you,” he told the cadets.

When Roy Kramer, who served on numerous NCAA committees and had been Vanderbilt’s athletic director for 12 years, succeeded Schiller on January 10, 1990, he launched both the SEC and college football as a whole into the era of the super-conferences. With the possibility of increasing television revenues, Kramer realized that the SEC could take advantage of a loophole in NCAA rules to create an extra revenue-enhancing championship game, but in order to do so it needed at least 12 teams. He asked, and received, unanimous permission from SEC presidents to begin interviewing potential candidates.

Rumors immediately swirled about potential additions, including Texas, Texas A&M, West Virginia, Florida State, and Miami (which joined the Big East in 1991, but later jumped to the ACC with Boston College and Virginia Tech).

“One of the things we looked at was homogenous institutions,” Kramer told ESPN years later. “We wanted schools with a strong fan base that traveled well. TV wasn’t a dominating factor. Our people were interested in fan base and a broad-based program. That drove our deliberations a lot more than TV markets.”

Somewhat surprisingly, it was Arkansas that first jumped at the opportunity, which also led to the end of the troubled Southwest Conference. In the late 1980s, SWC attendance had plummeted, with the eight Texas schools playing before an average of 65 percent capacity at home—numbers blamed mostly on the lack of winning programs and the success of the Dallas Cowboys and Houston Oilers in the National Football League. Attendance was also declining in men’s basketball, in which Arkansas was considered a national power under the direction of controversial coach Nolan Richardson. (He won a national championship in 1994, and among his more famous quotes was his response to being asked why there were so many good players in the SEC: “Where did most of the slave ships stop? In the South.”)

With Title IX set to mandate a massive budgetary increase for women’s sports, the SWC was hindered by a limited television market consisting of only two states (even if one of them was Texas). Coupled with sagging revenues, the conference also went through a litany of scandals, with seven of its nine schools placed on probation during the 1980s, and many top recruits electing to play elsewhere.

“It was like if you’re not cheating, you’re not trying to win,” former Arkansas football coach Lou Holtz was quoted as saying.

Though the SEC might have had some “sexier” possibilities, an invitation was extended to Arkansas. On August 1, 1990, its board of trustees, acting on recommendations from athletic director Frank Broyles and the school’s chancellor, approved the switch.

“I personally was concerned that [Texas] A&M and Texas would leave and not include us,” Broyles said.

While the SEC looked for a twelfth school, which would be South Carolina (an independent since 1971), to balance out the schedule, Texas and Texas A&M considered their options. Texas flirted with the Pac-10 and Big Ten, but found both geographically undesirable. Texas A&M did ask about joining the SEC, but the conference would only accept both in a package deal.

Eventually, both schools ended up in the Big Eight, along with Texas Tech and Baylor in a partial merger, but again only after a major move by the SEC. Instead of adhering to a television contract extension with ABC and ESPN that the College Football Association negotiated, the SEC signed a landmark five-year, $85 million deal with CBS, which had just lost the NFL to Fox.

Days later, the Atlantic Coast Conference signed an $80 million deal with ABC and ESPN, and CBS quickly added the Big East for $75 million, including basketball games.

The Big Eight quickly evolved into the Big 12, signed a $100 million deal with ABC and Liberty Sports, and the SWC was no more.

With Arkansas and South Carolina joining league play in 1992, the SEC was split into Eastern and Western divisions, with the top team in each meeting for the conference title. Additional television contracts were signed with Jefferson-Pilot Sports and for ABC to broadcast the SEC Championship Game. Undefeated Alabama beat Florida 28-21 in the first playoff at Legion Field in Birmingham, and two years later the championship was moved to the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

In 1994, CBS Sports signed a multiyear deal with the SEC to broadcast football, men’s basketball, and women’s basketball games. The deal was extended though the 2008–09 seasons. Five years later, the SEC extended a deal with ESPN.

But Kramer wasn’t done changing the landscape of college football just yet. In addition to turning the conference into a financial behemoth, he persuaded the four major college football bowls to agree to a rotating national championship game. Though the Bowl Championship Series—which places teams in the Sugar, Fiesta, Orange, and Rose bowls—has been immensely controversial, especially regarding the selection process for which two teams play in the title game, it’s also been a financial windfall for all involved.

While Kramer’s tenure (1990–2002) was tainted by claims of bias against Alabama and numerous incidents that had nearly every SEC program on NCAA probation (some more than once), the league won 85 national championships and pocketed $654 million.

In 1990, the SEC schools divided $16.3 million. In 2002, when Kramer stepped down, the total was up to $95.7 million.

On July 2, 2002, Michael L. Slive became the seventh commissioner of the SEC. A former New Hampshire judge who also worked as an attorney defending universities charged with NCAA rules violations, Slive had served as the first commissioner of Conference USA and helped turn it into a league on par with most others in basketball, and just a step behind in football, before Cincinnati, Marquette, Louisville, and DePaul all left for the Big East.

Among Slive’s early accomplishments were the SEC Task Force on Compliance and Enforcement report, which called for having all schools off NCAA probation within five years, and the formation of the Academic Consortium, which linked the academic resources of the 12 schools. In 2005, the league distributed $110.7 million.

“I am keenly aware that to be the Commissioner of the SEC is both a privilege and a challenge,” Slive said upon his appointment. “It’s a privilege because the SEC is the premier conference in the country, with outstanding academic institutions, unsurpassed winning athletic traditions as well loyal, dedicated and passionate fans, outstanding athletic directors and coaches, and, of course, national championship-caliber student-athletes.”
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Rivalries

The essence of the Southeastern Conference is in many ways best exemplified by its rivalries. Basically, each season is the equivalent to a series of border skirmishes, except for the intra-state conflicts that are even more intense. A lot of respect is usually involved, mixed in with some serious animosity.

“Southern football is best,” Southern columnist and humorist Lewis Grizzard wrote. “Watching the Michigan–Ohio State game was about as exciting as watching two mules fight over a turnip.”

Perhaps the SEC’s most amicable rivalry is also its oldest. Although Kentucky and Tennessee had already hosted games (not against each other) prior to 1892, Georgia vs. Auburn stemmed from the friendship of the two people who introduced the game on their respective campuses. Dr. Charles Herty of Georgia and Dr. George Petrie of Auburn had been classmates at Johns Hopkins University, marking the first of many intriguing connections between the two football programs.

Reported the Atlanta Journal on February 17, 1892: “Atlanta will be the scene Saturday of the first interstate intercollegiate football game (Atlanta vs. Auburn); both teams have been practicing for weeks.”

In front of 2,000 fans at Piedmont Park, the Tigers won the initial meeting 10-0. The two programs have played every year since 1898—except for 1943, when Auburn didn’t field a team due to World War II.

Auburn’s most famous coach, Shug Jordan, was an assistant at Georgia when he was hired to take over the Tigers, and Georgia legend Vince Dooley graduated from Auburn, which unsuccessfully tried to hire him away. Jordan also used to remember when Herty and Cliff Hare would meet after their games.

“They would come to Dean Hare’s house on Gay Street in Auburn after the game in Columbus to divide the money,” Jordan recalled. “They would take the gate receipts out of an old cigar box, spread it on the kitchen table, and say, ‘a dollar for you and a dollar for us’ until the game proceeds were divided equally between the two schools.”

In 1942, No. 1 Georgia had the ideal backfield of Heisman Trophy winner Frank Sinkwich and Charley Trippi, but lost to Auburn (27-13) just before its showdown with No. 2 Georgia Tech.

With less than a minute to go in the 1959 game, Georgia quarterback Fran Tarkenton drew up a play in the dirt, broke the huddle, and threw a 13-yard touchdown pass to Bill Herron for a 14-13 victory to snap a six-game losing streak against the Tigers. It also secured one last SEC championship for coach Wally Butts.

After Georgia upset host Auburn 20-16 in 1986, Bulldogs fans rushed the field and started pulling up pieces of the turf. To stop them, the grounds crew turned the water hoses on, inspiring the title, “The Battle between the Hoses.”

The 1996 meeting was the 100th in the series, but the first SEC game ever to go into overtime under new rules. The Bulldogs won 56-49 in the fourth extra session—somewhat fitting, since the all-time series was almost dead even at 47-45-8 in favor of the Tigers.

“It’s hard to explain to others, but when Auburn and Georgia play, it’s like a game between you and your best friend,” Dooley said.

“When Auburn and Georgia play, it’s like two brothers going at it in the backyard,” Auburn coach Pat Dye said. “I love my brother, but I want to whip him.”

However, Georgia fans have a not-so-unique dilemma in the SEC in that they have more than one rival. There’s the historical rival in Auburn, the natural in-state rival with Georgia Tech, and then the fun/intense rival, Florida, with “The World’s Largest Cocktail Party” played at the neutral site of Jacksonville. The three games are played near the end of the regular season, and essentially decide the Bulldogs’ success.

Georgia fullback Theron Sapp’s jersey was retired primarily due to his performance against Tech in 1957. The Bulldogs were 2-7 and had lost eight straight to the Yellow Jackets when Sapp scored the game’s only touchdown and recovered two fumbles at linebacker (one of which set up his score). Previously, a 12-0 Tech victory in 1929 kept Georgia from playing in the Rose Bowl, and despite the 1942 loss to Auburn, the Bulldogs still crushed Tech 34-0 en route to a Rose Bowl victory against UCLA.

Tech was so thrilled with the 1984 win at Georgia that back in Atlanta, fans broke into Grant Field and tore down the goalposts. The 1900s closed with three of the wildest games in the series by scores of 27-24 (Georgia), 21-19 (Tech), and 51-48 (Tech, led by quarterback Joe Hamilton, who finished second in Heisman voting).

As for the Cocktail Party, kicker Bobby Etter won the 1964 game for Georgia when he picked up a bad snap and ran 22 yards for a touchdown. Florida missed a chance to nail down the 1975 SEC championship when Georgia tight end Richard Appleby stopped on an end-around and threw an 80-yard touchdown pass to Gene Washington for a 10-7 victory. In a similar circumstance the following year, Florida coach Doug Dickey went for a first down on fourth-and-1 at his own 29—and didn’t make it. The Bulldogs scored three straight touchdowns en route to a 41-27 victory, thanks to what fans called the “Fourth and Dumb” play.

When Vanderbilt began playing football in 1890, it scheduled its natural rival, the University of Nashville (Peabody), located mere blocks away, and won 40-0. Intensity between the neighboring schools reached its highest point in 1896 when fans from both sides interrupted the game. The incident began after a Vanderbilt player fell on the ball after a failed drop kick, only to take a hard hit. When the instigator was roughly pulled off, a melee ensued.

Reported The American: “In a very short time words were supplanted by blows and for a few minutes both sides were engaged in a lively manner. After matters were amicably arranged the play was allowed to go on for a space of time, but a decision of the umpire being unsatisfactory to the University of Nashville, the men walked off the field, and while the two captains were discussing the matter the crowd came together again and necessitated a discontinuance of the game.

“It was decided by the umpire and referee to call the game on account of outside interference. Captains Connell and MacRae both expressed themselves as very sorry that the affair occurred and are of the opinion that it was due to the excited student bodies.”

After both sides protested in letters to the newspaper, school administrators met and decided that the game should be forfeited to Vanderbilt.

A near riot between fans after Ole Miss defeated then Mississippi A&M College (7-6) at Scott Field in 1926 led to the creation of the Battle of the Golden Egg. In the 13 previous meetings, all of them A&M victories, Ole Miss had been outscored 327-33, and fans rushed the field to celebrate and went for the goalposts. Regarding the mayhem, the A&M yearbook, the Reveille, said: “A few chairs had to be sacrificed over the heads of these to persuade them that it was entirely the wrong attitude.”

While the student newspapers continued to lob verbal shots at each other regarding the “Battle of Starkville,” an Ole Miss honor society, Sigma Iota, proposed that a trophy be awarded upon the game’s conclusion in a ceremony during which both alma maters were sung in hopes of keeping fans calm. “The Golden Egg” was a regulation-size, gold-plated football mounted on a pedestal. The original cost of the trophy was $250.

Ole Miss won the first Golden Egg with a 20-12 victory and has dominated the series since, with a 52-21-5 record through 2005. In 1977, the Jackson Clarion-Ledger used the headline: “Egg Bowl up for scramble,” leading to the popular slang term for the game, “Egg Bowl.”

Among the highlights, Arnold “Showboat” Boykin scored seven touchdowns for Ole Miss in the 1951 game. And in 1962, sophomore quarterback Jimmy Weatherly missed a handoff to David Jennings, only to run 43 yards for a touchdown in the Rebels’ 13-6 victory.

Another memorable moment came in 1992, when host Mississippi State ran 11 plays inside the Ole Miss 10-yard line in the final 2:30 of the game, but was unable to score as the Rebels held on for a 17-10 win. It was also the first on-campus meeting since 1972, with the series rotating between campus sites thereafter.

“Rivalry between the University of Mississippi and Mississippi State University is not just an on-field thing,” W. G. Barner wrote in the book Mississippi Mayhem. “It’s an ongoing thing. Like a smoldering feud. But more than a feud, this one never wanes in intensity.”

However, some Rebels fans consider LSU their biggest rival due to a string of fierce games ranging from 1947 through 1971, occasionally with the SEC and/or national title aspirations at stake. In 1959, Bill Cannon’s amazing 89-yard punt return gave LSU a 7-3 victory and cost Ole Miss a chance to win a consensus national championship, but the Rebels got even in the Sugar Bowl with a 21-0 thrashing.

There was a time in which LSU considered Tulane its biggest rival, and the Tigers’ first game ever in 1893 was a 34-0 loss to the in-state neighbor. For years, the teams used to play for “The Rag,” which was a flag splitting each team’s colors: half purple and gold, half green and white. Though the original rag vanished, a new one was awarded to LSU after its 48-7 victory in 2001, giving the Tigers a 65-22-7 advantage in the series.

In 1939, the Green Wave was unbeaten and poised for a Sugar Bowl bid when end Ralph Wenzel caught a long pass for an apparent touchdown, but then he confessed to the nearest official, “I think I stepped over the line while running for the touchdown. I think the fair thing to do is to tell you.” Tulane went on to score anyway and won the game 33-20.

Probably the biggest scare regarding the rivalry had to do with LSU’s mascot, Mike the Tiger. Tulane students were actually able to kidnap the original Bengal tiger (Mike I, 1936–56), but in the mid-80s they just cut the locks on the cage and freed Mike IV during the early morning hours a few days before their game. The tiger freely roamed, knocking down some small pine trees before being cornered in Bernie Moore Track Stadium and shot with a tranquilizer gun by police.

FYI, fans used to believe that the Tigers would score a touchdown for every growl Mike made before each game, and thus he was frequently provoked. Objections of cruel punishment stopped the practice.

Arkansas’ long-standing rival was Texas, but the Razorbacks have since taken up with LSU. Even though the schools weren’t in the same conference until 1992, their first meeting was 90 years previous and both have played spoiler in key situations. In 1996, the Golden Boot Trophy—which stands 4 feet tall, weighs almost 200 pounds, and is valued at $10,0000—was introduced, going to the winner of the annual regular-season finale.

South Carolina vs. Clemson is the fourth-oldest uninterrupted series in college football, but one of the few in which the state school has been the predominant underdog (Clemson leads the series 63-36-4). The ninety-sixth meeting in 2004 might have been the low point of the rivalry, when players fought on the field and cost both squads the bowl trips for which they were eligible. South Carolina coach Lou Holtz said afterward that he was “embarrassed like I’ve never been before,” and he retired at the end of the season.

Actually, that wasn’t the first such incident between these teams. In 1902, when the game was played on the Columbia fairgrounds and called Big Thursday (from 1896 to 1959), only one official was available for the game because of a train accident. South Carolina won 12-6, but Clemson’s cadets responded by marching on the South Carolina campus with fixed bayonets, causing a riot. Consequently, the series was put on hold until 1909.

The most controversial game was in 2000. With less than a minute remaining, Thomas Hill fell on Derek Watson’s fumble in the end zone to give the Gamecocks an apparent 14-13 victory. However, with 10 seconds remaining, Woody Dantzler completed a 50-yard pass to Rod Gardner, whom South Carolina fans will be forever convinced pushed a defender out of the way but received no penalty. Clemson won the game on a 25-yard field goal.

Another dramatic finish was in 1964. Down 3-0 late in the fourth quarter on the road, South Carolina replaced injured quarterback Dan Reeves—yes, the same Dan Reeves who holds the National Football League record for being in nine Super Bowls as a player or coach—with Jim Rogers. A 45-yard completion to J. R. Wilburn set up Rogers’ dramatic 15-yard scramble into the end zone for a 7-3 victory.

Meanwhile, Clemson fans are quick to point out that even though South Carolina’s George Rogers won the 1980 Heisman Trophy, he never scored a touchdown against the Tigers (most Gamecock fans consider it a fair trade-off).

The series is also known for its hijinks. For example, counterfeiters printed thousands of bogus tickets in 1946, resulting in the crowd storming the gates and surrounding the field during the game.

One of the more humorous moments was a prank in 1961, when the men of South Carolina’s Sigma Nu chapter dressed up as Clemson players and actually took the field at Williams-Brice Stadium (then known as Carolina Stadium) for pregame warm-ups.

“They planned that thing forever,” said Tommy Suggs, who was in the stands that day rooting for Clemson. “It was absolutely hilarious.”

In borrowed uniforms from nearby Orangeburg High School—which were similar in appearance to Clemson’s—the fake players performed calisthenics before breaking down into position groups. Linemen were pretending to pull udders, and the punter kicked the ball backward. When the student impersonating coach Frank Howard, with a stuffed shirt and wide-brimmed hat, walked by the sideline, an elderly female fan yelled out, “Coach Howard, I love you.” He replied, “Go to hell.”

Eventually, some Clemson students took matters into their own hands, and the resulting pandemonium required the state police to restore order.

“It’s the greatest hoax in college football history,” said Suggs, who wound up attending South Carolina and pledging Sigma Nu. As a quarterback, he led the Gamecocks to their lone Atlantic Coast Conference championship in 1969, and in 2005 was in his 32nd year as color analyst on South Carolina radio broadcasts.

Occasionally a team or a coach came along that was basically seen by every other team as a rival and worthy of nothing short of an all-out effort.

Steve Spurrier was one such person when he coached at Florida, and he had a habit of irking just about everyone.

For example, after a blowout against Kentucky in 1996, Spurrier commented: “These sort of games don’t prove very much. All it proves is we’re better than Kentucky.”

When a non-sellout crowd attended a victory at Vanderbilt, Spurrier was asked if he was surprised by the sparse turnout. “Surprised?” he answered. “It’s Vandy. There must have been something good on TV.”

In 1996, Spurrier found out that LSU defensive coordinator Carl Reese, whose squad gave up “only” 28 points to Florida the previous season (during which Reese dubbed Spurrier “Shiny Pants”), had sent the game tape to Nebraska in preparation for the national championship at the Fiesta Bowl. The Cornhuskers won handily, 62-24.

“Hopefully LSU’s defensive coordinator won’t be giving clinics on stopping the Gators next year,” Spurrier said after Florida crushed LSU 56-13.

But Spurrier saved many of his best rips for Georgia, which had kept him as a quarterback from fulfilling the dream of winning Florida’s first SEC title in 1966. After scoring 50 points in Athens—which will forever draw the ire of Bulldogs fans—he was asked about going for a last-second passing touchdown. “Because no visiting team has ever scored 50 points in this stadium and we wanted to be the first,” Spurrier said.

Georgia fans also received an extra jab when Spurrier was asked about whether he would be able to even the 15-game margin in the Largest Cocktail Party in the World: “I don’t know, 15 years is a long time.”

A rivalry also grew against Tennessee, with the two teams frequently butting heads atop the Eastern Division standings in the 1990s. From 1992 to 2004, the division was won by either Florida or Tennessee 11 times, and both won a national title. When Florida finished No. 1 in 1996, quarterback Danny Wuerffel won the Heisman Trophy. The following year, Tennessee quarterback Peyton Manning finished second to Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson. When the ballots were cast the Vols had one loss, to—you guessed it—Florida, 33-20. Of Manning’s six losses as a starter, four were to Florida.

With the Gators frequently having the upper hand, Spurrier made Tennessee fans grimace with his cracks that you can’t spell Citrus without UT because, while the SEC champion went to the Sugar Bowl, the runner-up often played in the Florida Citrus Bowl.

Florida’s more modern rival is Florida State, which was a girls’ school until after World War II, didn’t field a team until 1947, and had its first taste of success under Bill Peterson in the 1960s. Of course, after being hired in 1976, Bobby Bowden turned the Seminoles into a powerhouse. The intra-state showdowns of the 1990s, including the 1996 national championship game in the Sugar Bowl, made them worthy of the spotlight they received.

However, the roots of that rivalry are deep, extending to seasons when Florida did everything it could to avoid playing the upstarts from Tallahassee. Due in part to pressure from the state legislature, the first meeting was in 1958, won by the Gators 21-7. Because Florida State’s stadium seated only 25,000, Florida refused to play there, citing the financial hit the schools would take, and thus the first six games were all played in Gainesville. When Florida athletic director and coach Ray Graves said it would take another 10,000 seats for the Gators to play there, Florida State immediately agreed.

“The president wanted to fire me because we had to have 35,000 seats by the next year,” Florida State athletic director Vaughn Mancha, a former All-American at Alabama, recalled to the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel.

But the school made it happen in time for the 1964 season. With the Gators leading the series 5-0-1, some wore stickers reading “Never, FSU, Never,” on their helmets during practice, and the game-day jerseys had the words “Go for Seven” above the numbers. The host Seminoles won 16-7. Florida came back to win nine straight, a streak that was finally snapped in 1977, 37-9.

One of those victories occurred in 1966, in a game forever remembered for Lane Fenner’s diving 59-yard touchdown catch that was ruled incomplete by game official Doug Moseley, who said that the Florida State receiver did not have control of the ball. Florida held on for a 22-19 victory, but both the game film and a Tampa Tribune photograph appeared to show that Fenner had indeed made the reception, resulting in a student protest and Peterson claiming the team was robbed. While Gators supporters mockingly posted copies of the picture in their homes, offices, and taverns, Moseley was hounded for years by angry fans who thankfully didn’t have access to the Internet back then.

Somewhat similar to the way Spurrier was viewed as the coach everyone wanted to beat, Alabama has frequently been the team to beat due to its success and legacy. It’s even more so for the neighboring schools, which directly compete against the Crimson Tide in recruiting.

Tennessee considers Alabama its biggest rival, primarily because the Crimson Tide is the only program to have won more games, SEC titles, and national championships, and by a wide margin. The teams’ annual showdown is known as the “Third Saturday in October,” though it’s now usually held the following weekend. Both sides treat the annual event as a benchmark for the season, with the winner more often than not challenging for the SEC championship, if not more.

“You never know what a football player is made of until he plays Alabama,” Tennessee coach General Robert Neyland said. He was also once quoted as saying, “Tennessee sophomores don’t deserve citizenship papers until they have survived an Alabama game.”

Legendary coach Paul “Bear” Bryant enjoyed victories over Tennessee so much that he began the tradition of handing out cigars in the locker room after victories. Not to be outdone, the Volunteers picked up the habit in the 1990s.

“We all remember the things we do in the Alabama game,” Tennessee coach Johnny Majors said.

But Bryant’s history with the Volunteers goes back to when he was a senior end at Alabama, before he coached Kentucky (1946–53)—which like Vanderbilt, where he was an assistant, considered Tennessee its biggest football rival. In 1935, Bryant sustained a broken leg against Mississippi State, but he played the following week against Tennessee.

He recounted in his autobiography the pregame speech given by assistant coach Hank Crisp in the locker room: “I’ll tell you gentlemen one thing. I don’t know about the rest of you, you or you or you. I don’t know what you’re going to do. But I know one damn thing. Old 34 will be after’em, he’ll be after their asses.”

“In those days they changed the players’ numbers almost every week . . . to sell those quarter programs,” Bryant wrote. “So he’s up there talking about old 34, and I look down, and I’m 34! I had no idea of playing.”

Bryant helped key a 25-0 victory, but it would be the last time Bryant was on the winning side against Neyland, going 0-7 at Kentucky.

The rivalry grew to a fever pitch approximately 65 years later. Court records indicated that Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer had been instrumental in helping the NCAA Committee on Infractions build a case against Alabama during a recruiting scandal that nearly resulted in the Crimson Tide being issued the death penalty. Though numerous coaches had pointed the finger at Alabama, Fulmer lobbied the SEC to take action and went out of his way to direct a key witness to investigators, while at the same time seeming to sidestep numerous issues that plagued his own program. Because Tide fans viewed Fulmer as someone who tried to take away their beloved program in order to gain a competitive edge, he became the most hated man in Alabama.

However, the quintessential rivalry of the SEC is undoubtedly Alabama vs. Auburn, a contest nicknamed “The Iron Bowl” when it was held at the “neutral” site of Legion Field in Birmingham (less than an hour away from Tuscaloosa). Everything else in the state stops that day, and those who relocate there are asked to declare an allegiance almost immediately.

“This is the number one football state in America,” said Pat Dye, who was an assistant under Bryant at Alabama (1965–73) and Auburn’s head coach from 1981 to 1992. “People in Wyoming are talking rodeo in July. The people in Alabama are talking the Alabama-Auburn football game. The people in North Carolina are talking the four corners defense [in basketball]. In Alabama, they’re talking about why you didn’t run the ball on third down and one instead of throwing it.”

The rivalry is so intense that it took a four-decade hiatus due to a dispute between the schools. Friction intensified during the 1906 game, when Alabama coach J. W. H. Pollard unveiled the “Military Shift,” a maneuver he learned at Dartmouth but that had never been seen in the South. Pollard held secret practices to work on the formation, which was described as every player except the center lining up on the line of scrimmage and joining hands, but then turning one direction or another to form an unbalanced line.

Alabama won the game 10-0, but Auburn coach Mike Donahue was so upset that he threatened to cancel the series. A year later, with the teams in disagreement over expense money and referees, Pollard came up with another unique scheme, the “Varsity Two-Step,” which was a variation of the Military Shift only much more confusing. Alabama used it to score the touchdown it needed for a 6-6 tie in what would be the teams’ last meeting until 1948.

The debate on renewing the series went on for years, with Alabama in particular hesitant to play a less-successful program that had never finished better than third in the SEC. Citing problems—including brawls and other incidents—at rivalry games in Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas, the school’s Committee on Physical Education and Athletics report argued: “We hazard nothing in saying that the game would not make a single constructive contribution to education in the state.” It concluded, “The fundamental question is: Do the people of Alabama need a tranquil, sane kind of athletics in their two major institutions, or an irrational rabid kind?”

When representatives of the state legislature threatened to hold back funding to both schools if they didn’t meet on the football field each and every year, students met in Birmingham and buried a symbolic hatchet in Woodrow Wilson Park. On December 4, 1948, at Legion Field, 46,000 attended the first Iron Bowl since 1907, with another 2,000 at the Birmingham Armory for a pay-per-view broadcast.

Gordon Pettus’ touchdown pass to Butch Avinger set the tone. Ed Salem passed for three touchdowns, ran for another, and kicked seven extra points as Alabama destroyed Auburn 55-0. The following year, the Tigers turned the tables, 14-13, to earn the bragging rights.

It’s a game that few people from other regions can fully appreciate and is by far the most heated intra-state football rivalry in the country, if not biggest overall.

“I thought I understood something about rivalries,” said Billy Curry, who coached Alabama from 1987 to 1989, but never defeated Auburn. “But until I’d experienced Alabama-Auburn, I didn’t understand anything at all.”

Although fans on both sides obviously have their favorites, five games in particular stand out:

1971: Even though Auburn quarterback Pat Sullivan went on to win the Heisman Trophy, Alabama running back Johnny Musso led a 35-31 victory. Coming in, both teams were undefeated, with the Crimson Tide ranked third and the Tigers fourth.

1972: Undefeated Alabama led 16-0 going into the fourth quarter, and had given up a field goal when Auburn’s Bill Newton blocked consecutive Greg Gantt punts with David Langner returning both for touchdowns and a 17-16 victory. More than 30 years later, Tigers fans still relished “Punt, Bama, Punt” like it happened yesterday.

1981: Bryant recorded victory No. 315, making him the winningest coach in major college football history.

1985: Just before running back Bo Jackson won the Heisman Trophy, Auburn was No. 7 with Alabama unranked. The lead changed hands four times in the fourth quarter before Tide kicker Van Tiffin, who missed a 52-yard field goal into the wind earlier, made a game-winner from the same distance against the wind.

1989: No. 2 Alabama (10-0) was thinking national championship when it traveled to Auburn for the first time. But the Tigers had been waiting for nearly 100 years to get the Tide on their turf, and they pulled out an emotional 30-20 victory. “After years of bondage, our people were finally delivered to the Promised Land,” Auburn athletic director David Housel said.

But no one understood the rivalry better than Bryant did.

“Sure I’d like to beat Notre Dame, don’t get me wrong,” he said shortly before retiring in 1982. “But nothing matters more than beating that cow college on the other side of the state.”

The feeling’s more than mutual.
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The Good . . .

In late July of every year, the Southeastern Conference officially kicks off the upcoming football season with a journalistic smorgasbord called Media Days at the Wynfrey Hotel, just outside of Birmingham, Alabama. Since 1985, reporters have descended on the posh locale and helped turn it into something resembling a toy store the day after Thanksgiving. Prior to that, a dozen or so newspaper reporters used to partake in the SEC Skywriters Tour, in which Elmore “Scoop” Hudgins, who handled media relations for the conference, organized a league-wide traveling contingency that visited every school.

In 2005, more than 700 journalists attended Media Days, and many stuck around for the entire three days of interview sessions. Four schools would participate a day, with the coach and two players making the rounds and being peppered with questions from newspapers, television, radio, Internet, etc.

But before the interview assembly line could begin, the commissioner had to deliver introductory remarks on the state of the conference and how it expected to improve in the coming year. As usual, he—in this case, Mike Slive—often had a lot to talk about.

“Sometimes we lose sight of the broad base programs that this league enjoys and it is one of the reasons why we deal with our financial issues,” Slive said during his speech. “It gives us the opportunity to create tremendous opportunity for student athletes in sports. The evidence of our competitive success in all sports is simply in the numbers.

“Last year, SEC teams won seven national championships and had eight runners-up. In half of the 20 sports we sponsored, we had either a national champion or a runner-up. In 16 of the 20 sports we sponsored, SEC teams placed in the top five nationally. Seventy-two of our student athletes won individual national championships and 554 of our kids won first-team All-America honors. And finally, 159 SEC teams participated in NCAA postseason play. That represents almost 75 percent of all the teams in the league.

“Equally for me, if not more importantly, more than 2,000 of our kids who are student athletes, representing close to 40 percent of all athletes, earned SEC academic honor roll status.”

The numbers adequately reflect a conference that has made its top priority being the best at everything. Since 1990, the SEC had won 107 team championships, an average of more than six per year.

In football alone, here are the SEC’s national champions (selected by The Associated Press poll unless otherwise noted):






	Year
	Team



	1951
	Tennessee



	1957
	Auburn



	1958
	LSU



	1960
	Ole Miss (Football Writers Association of America)



	1961
	Alabama



	1964
	Alabama



	1965
	Alabama



	1973
	Alabama (United Press International)



	1978
	Alabama



	1979
	Alabama



	1980
	Georgia



	1992
	Alabama



	1996
	Florida



	1998
	Tennessee



	2003
	LSU (USA Today coaches’ poll)



	
Note: Arkansas was named the 1964 FWAA National Champion before it joined the SEC.





Factor in the years before the conference was created in 1933, and SEC teams have won nearly two dozen national championships, beginning with Georgia Tech in 1917. Coached by John Heisman, Tech (9-0) outscored opponents 494-17.

The SEC has had at least one team finish in the Top 10 every year since 1944, and the conference record for bowl teams in one season is eight.

Of course, numerous other barometers are used to measure its success.


MONEY

It should surprise no one that the SEC is immensely successful in creating revenue, especially from football, which finances many other sports.

In the summer of 2005, the SEC distributed $110.7 million to the 12 schools as part of the revenue-sharing plan for the previous academic year. From what had become an annual press release announcing that the amount was the most ever, the conference reported:

“Broken down by categories and rounded off, the $110.7 million was derived from $45.4 million from football television, $20.2 million from bowls, $12.4 million from the SEC Football Championship, $11.6 million from basketball television, $3.3 million from the SEC Men’s Basketball Tournament and $17.8 million from NCAA Championships. The average amount distributed to each school which participated in all revenue sharing was $9.22 million.

“Not included in the $110.7 million was $7.1 million retained by the institutions participating in bowls and $660,000 divided among all 12 institutions by the NCAA for academic enhancement.”

Here’s the yearly breakdown since 1980:


[image: e9781461734772_i0005.jpg]





ATTENDANCE

The SEC has essentially led the country in attendance since 1980, including 5,719,678 in 2004 by averaging an all-time best 74,282 fans per game, and stadiums close to 96 percent capacity (95.87 percent).

In comparison, the Big Ten finished second by totaling 4,591,722 fans and averaging 69,572 per game. The Atlantic Coast Conference drew 3,678,508 fans. On average, the Big 12 averaged 57,312, the Pacific-10 55,684, and the ACC 55,735.

Four of the Top 10 schools in home attendance were from the SEC, with Alabama in the midst of stadium renovations to place it in the Top 5.






	School
	Average



	1.
	Michigan
	111,025



	2.
	Tennessee
	106,644



	3.
	Ohio State
	104,876



	4.
	Penn State
	103,111



	5.
	Georgia
	92,746



	6.
	LSU
	91,209



	7.
	Florida
	88,409



	8.
	Southern Cal
	85,229



	9.
	Oklahoma
	84,532



	10.
	Texas
	83,094



	11.
	Auburn
	83,085



	12.
	Florida State
	82,841



	13.
	Wisconsin
	82,368



	14.
	Alabama
	81,870



	15.
	Notre Dame
	80,795








AWARDS

Seven SEC players have won the Heisman Trophy, the biggest award at the collegiate level:






	1942
	Frank Sinkwich, halfback, Georgia



	1959
	Billy Cannon, halfback, LSU



	1966
	Steve Spurrier, quarterback, Florida



	1971
	Pat Sullivan, quarterback, Auburn



	1982
	Herschel Walker, running back, Georgia



	1985
	Bo Jackson, running back, Auburn



	1996
	Danny Wuerffel, quarterback, Florida



	
Note: Running back George Rogers won in 1980 when South Carolina was an independent.





Among other major awards (see Appendix F), the SEC has won four Maxwell Awards, nine Walter Camp Awards, six Outland Trophies, and two Lombardi Awards. Approximately a dozen national Coach of the Year awards have been earned, led by Paul “Bear” Bryant’s three to go with his six national championships. Bryant’s 323 victories, most of which were at Alabama and Kentucky, had not been topped when he retired in 1982, with a winning percentage of .780. Only General Robert R. Neyland of Tennessee retired with a better winning percentage among SEC coaches, at .829 (173-31-12).

Other SEC coaches who retired with top winning percentages include Dan McGugin of Vanderbilt (.762), Bobby Dodd of Georgia Tech (.713), John Vaught of Ole Miss (.745), and Vince Dooley of Georgia (.715).

(FYI, Dodd spent his entire head-coaching career at Georgia Tech, where he was 165-64-8 from 1945 to 1966. He won two SEC titles with 13 bowl teams and had two unbeaten seasons.)




MISCELLANEOUS


	On the 2005 opening-day rosters, the SEC had 261 former student-athletes playing in the National Football League—the most of any conference. Florida and Tennessee led with 37 each, trailing only Florida State’s 42. Georgia was tied with Ohio State for fourth with 35, and Auburn and LSU were in the Top 10. The Atlantic Coast Conference was second (231), ahead of the Big Ten (223), the Pac-10 (188), and the Big 12 (176).

	In the 2005 NFL Draft, the SEC had 10 players selected in the first round alone.

	The SEC’s television package included alliances with CBS, ESPN, Jefferson-Pilot, and Fox Sports Net. The nine states it covered represented roughly 20 percent of television households in the United States and published more than 70 daily newspapers.

	During the 2003–04 academic year, the SEC had 35 student-athletes named CoSIDA Academic All-Americans, tying with the Big 12 for the most of any conference. The SEC had 15 student-athletes make first team, 15 make second team, and 5 make third team of their respective sports.

	The 12 member institutions provide nearly $45 million in scholarships for more than 4,000 student-athletes each year.

	For the 2003–04 academic year, the SEC had 170 teams participate in NCAA postseason competition among the 20 league-sponsored sports, an average of more than eight teams per sport. The SEC also had 498 first-team All-Americans, including 81 individual national champions.
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. . . And the Not So Good
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