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			“…the world is more threatened by those who tolerate evil or support it than the evil-doers themselves.”

			Albert Einstein, 1953

		

	
		
			This book is dedicated to all those who were killed or adversely affected by 9/11, and those tortured directly or indirectly by our government after 
September 11, 2001, and by our 2003 invasion of Iraq.
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			Foreword

			For some Americans, George W. Bush looks good by comparison to the incumbent, Donald Trump. In his post-presidency, Bush has devoted himself to worthy causes and acted in a bipartisan manner. The 43rd president should, however, be judged not by comparison to America’s worst president, nor by what Bush may have done after leaving office. He should be evaluated for his actions in office, his nonfeasance, misfeasance, and malfeasance. 

			This volume from Steven Markoff provides the evidence for such an evaluation. You can judge for yourself. For me, there is little doubt. I, unfortunately, witnessed Bush and his administration make many of their most cataclysmic decisions. I was in the room when some of them occurred.

			When in December 2000 the Supreme Court of the United States decided on a five to four vote that George W. Bush would become the 43rd president, I was a special assistant to the president for national security and national coordinator for security and counterterrorism for President William J. Clinton. I anticipated leaving the White House on January 20, 2001, when the Clinton presidency ended; however, I was asked by the incoming administration to stay on for an unspecified period because, as it was explained to me, there was no one on Bush’s incoming team who knew about much about terrorism or wanted my job. 

			Departing Clinton administration officials stressed to the newly arriving Bush team, and to Bush himself, the importance and urgency of dealing with the Al-Qaeda terrorist threat. Indeed, the Clinton administration had developed an extensive series of further steps to combat Al-Qaeda that it would have taken if it had continued in office, or indeed, had Vice President Gore assumed office in 2001. Within days of Bush’s inauguration, I asked for an urgent meeting at Cabinet level to review both the threat and the plan to ratchet up the measures against Al-Qaeda.

			No such meeting occurred until a week before 9/11. That meeting was inconclusive.

			From January 2001 through the second week in September, Bush personally received frequent intelligence warnings that Al-Qaeda posed an imminent threat. He convened no meetings to address the issue. His inner circle of national security officials did nothing, despite frequent urgings by the CIA director and the national coordinator (including such vivid imagery as our asking in writing that they consider a near future in which there would be hundreds of dead bodies of the street in America). Instead, they focused on Iraq and the regime of Saddam Hussein. Bush’s nonfeasance cost American lives.

			Following the deaths of over three thousand innocent civilians on 9/11, the Bush administration attempted to tie the Al-Qaeda attack to Iraq, which had nothing to do with it. Despite CIA and FBI analyses that reiterated Iraq’s noninvolvement, the Bush administration almost immediately following the 9/11 attack began to make plans to invade Iraq. Senior Bush officials spoke privately of the need to demonstrate our strength in the wake of the 9/11 attack, show our might by destroying the largest army in the Middle East, and thereby also prove our willingness to take US military casualties to achieve our ends. 

			Prior to 9/11, foreign terrorists who had attacked Americans had been successfully sought out around the world and arrested by US law enforcement authorities, assisted by the Intelligence Community. Many terrorists had been returned to US territory, given their Miranda rights, provided with counsel, tried in our civilian criminal courts, convicted, sentenced, and incarcerated in maximum security prison cells. (One, tried by the Commonwealth of Virginia, was executed). Despite this record, the Bush administration abandoned criminal process and established its own extra-judicial system for dealing with terrorists post 9/11. That new system used techniques that any objective observer would judge as torture.

			Perhaps the most well-known torture technique was the procedure known as “waterboarding.” The United States government had tried World War II Japanese military personnel for using that exact technique. They were found guilty and some were executed by hanging. 

			The United States Senate’s committee on Intelligence conducted the most extensive oversight and investigative examination in its history on the issue of torture during the Bush administration. That voluminous study concluded that torture was employed and that it had not, despite administration claims to the contrary, uniquely revealed information that had prevented terrorist attacks. To the contrary, it showed that tortured prisoners unable to satisfy their interrogators with information that the terrorists did not know instead guessed at what kind of story would stop the torture and then fabricated information of the kind they thought their persecutors wanted to hear. 

			Bush was not only aware of the torture, he approved it. His role in giving authorization for such acts can rightly be considered criminal malfeasance, as should his orders to invade Iraq. 

			Among the many justifications the Bush administration considered for their invasion and occupation of Iraq, they chose finally to make the alleged existence of weapons of mass destruction their chief complaint. Other nations had weapons of mass destruction (e.g., North Korea, Pakistan), but Iraq’s supposed ownership of such technology was different and allegedly justified invasion. 

			The United Nations, which had located and destroyed large amounts of Iraqi WMD, was still attempting to negotiate further inspections when Bush decided to initiate the invasion. Bush was unable to explain why in the absence of any demonstrable imminent threat, he would not wait for the UN inspection. Of course, had there been further UN inspections, they would have found what previous inspections had revealed: there were no more chemical, biological, nuclear weapons or long-range missiles to be found. 

			The needless and unjustified invasion and occupation of Iraq cost over 4,400 American lives and left over 32,000 Americans wounded, in addition to an even larger number of Americans scarred with PTSD. There are only estimates of Iraqi casualties. Those range from slightly over 100,000 dead to six times that number. The financial cost to American taxpayers, including the long-term care of wounded warriors, exceeds $2 trillion. The list of American problems that could have been addressed with funds of that magnitude is extensive—problems that remain unaddressed due in part to their financial cost. 

			Other costs of the Iraq War are incalculable but immense. America’s power and prestige, its influence for good in the world, were damaged perhaps beyond recovery. The chain of events that the US invasion unleashed led to a new terrorist organization, IISS, resulting in hundreds of thousands of casualties and the destruction of major cities in several countries. That toll continues to mount.

			While this volume is restricted to Bush’s conduct on terrorism and Iraq, consideration of Bush’s presidency must also include his nonfeasance and then misfeasance in the disaster of Katrina and the destruction of an American city, New Orleans. 

			While I may be considered by some to be prejudiced in my judgement, there are facts that any objective observer must accept. 

			
					First, Bush ignored warnings about the serious threat from Al-Qaeda prior to 9/11. 

					Second, Bush ordered the invasion of Iraq in violation of international law, when Iraq had been uninvolved in 9/11 and offered no imminent threat to the United States. 

					Third, Bush authorized the use of torture and denied prisoners due process, both acts in violation of international law. 

			

			Note that in each case I say that Bush did these things, not the Bush administration. There is a revisionist school that seeks to place the blame on Bush’s vice president, Richard B. Cheney. While there can be little doubt that Cheney encouraged Bush to take many of these actions, it is not true that the president was merely a tool of a mendacious and scheming subordinate. The evidence is now clear that Bush agreed with his vice president and knew full well what he was doing. He was an enthusiastic participant, a believer in the war on terror and the war on Iraq. It is true, however, that he did not master or manage the details of either war until the last few years of his eight-year presidency.

			Only well into his second term did Bush begin to exhibit views at variance with his vice president and Cheney’s close colleague, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. Not until the Iraq War had been underway for over two years and the insurgency continued and worsened did Bush become actively involved in attempting as commander-in-chief to manage its conduct. 

			Throughout his administration, however, even after getting more involved in the management of the war in Iraq, Bush paid less personal attention to the success, or lack thereof, of US military and intelligence efforts related to those who had actually attacked us on 9/11, to the fighting in Afghanistan and the search for the leader of Al-Qaeda, Osama bin Laden. (The Al-Qaeda leader remained at large throughout Bush’s presidency.) Indeed, Bush justified the closure of a CIA office dedicated to tracking bin Laden and publicly minimized the significance of the Al-Qaeda leader and, implicitly, the need to arrest or kill the man who had ordered 9/11.

			There are no judges sitting in review of Bush’s actions, but you can view the evidence. Read the facts in this volume and go to other sources. View PBS’s American Experience “George W. Bush,” a four-hour documentary on the Bush presidency. Read the Senate report on torture. Choose from any of the scores of books cited by Steven Markoff, many written by or quoting firsthand witnesses. Do not judge Bush in comparison to the crimes of the incumbent president, which are also legion and of the utmost seriousness. Judge Bush by what he demonstrably and undeniably failed to do, by what he clearly ordered to happen, and by the extraordinary consequences of his nonfeasance, misfeasance, and malfeasance in office. You be the judge.

			Richard A. Clarke

			June 2020

		

	
		
			Preface 

			This book presents my case—told through almost six hundred sourced quotes from published books, writings, transcripts, and government documents and reports—that George W. Bush (a.k.a. “Bush”) committed three crimes while president: criminal negligence1 over what became 9/11, the torturing of prisoners post 9/11, and using fraud and deception to take our country into the unnecessary and devastating 2003 war against Iraq. 

			Although many books have been published about Bush, some lauding him, others not, those books were usually written from the eyes, experience, and background of each book’s author or authors. The information in their books, however useful, was often limited to what they knew and learned from their research and how they saw or interpreted that research. This book is a story told through the actual words of almost one hundred knowledgeable authors—from Hans Blix to Bob Woodward—with my thoughts and comments included for interpretation and context.

			There have been excuses made for George W. Bush’s presidency over the years—for example, that it was a difficult time to be president, we were under attack, he made some mistakes, and he did what he thought was right at the time. While true, those meaningless statements cover up, belittle, or whitewash ugly and serious facts about his administration that this book brings to light. Others have downplayed, tried to forget, or buried Bush’s actions by saying things such as anything about George W. Bush is old news and we have moved on from his presidency.

			As you read many surprising if not shocking quotes in this book from well-known and well-placed people, you will find a straightforward and well-documented case outlining George W. Bush’s guilt and complicity in committing the aforementioned crimes.

			As you work through this book, I hope that you will find it has achieved my goals:

			
					Documenting and explaining the three crimes of President Bush and how those crimes caused the unnecessary deaths of hundreds of thousands of people, as well as bringing untold destruction to our people, our country, and others.

					Learning how Bush’s interest in and thirst for oil (for his friends and for our country) may well have been the substantive or primary reason why he attacked Iraq in 2003.

					Chronicling how Bush, as president and our commander-in-chief, used secrecy, fraud, and deceit to scare our country into the Iraq War, which helps us better understand and study his actions in hopes that the lessons learned will help keep our nation from falling prey to such presidential trickery in the future.

			

			At the least, this book should tie together some of the facts and theories, conflicting or otherwise, that you have heard or thought about George W. Bush’s presidency.

			

			
				
					1  The legal concept that one needs to act responsibly depending on one’s circumstances and situation.

				

			

		

	
		
			Quote Credibility & Unusual Formats

			Consider the credibility of this book and its sourced comments based on two assumptions:

			
					What people publish tends to be accurate, in part, because when writers put their name on a book, paper, or report those works are usually fact-checked or edited by others and even if not, few want to be embarrassed by written words later being found inaccurate or worse.

					Although hearsay isn’t usually accepted as court testimony or evidence, and although some of the quotes in the book are hearsay, given the politically diverse backgrounds of the sources and the quotes from an assortment of people saying similar things, their cumulative quotes should be collectively meaningful.

			

			Unusual Formats

			Two unusual formats important in this book:

			
					Gray Boxes: The quotes in gray boxes appear when positions taken or comments made by George W. Bush or those senior in his administration seem (or are) counter to known facts at the time. For example, Bush and his people continually said Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction (WMD) when they had no confirmatory intelligence those words were true; Bush’s administration focused on the dangers posed by Hussein and oil instead of the many reported threats from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda; Hussein was somehow connected to 9/11 and bin Laden or Al-Qaeda, when neither he nor his organization was found to be so.

					Quotes have dates or are dated in order to give you a framework of timing, while showing that the times aren’t always precise.

			

			The quotes in this book are therefore dated:

			
					On the specific year, month, and day when known.

					The twenty-fifth of the month is used when the quote was reported “at” or “around” the “end” of the month or “late” in the month. [Notated as “The twenty-fifth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.”]

					The fifteenth of the month is used to date a quote when there was no evidence or clue as to when the quote occurred in a given month. [Notated as “The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.”]

					The fifth of the month is used when a quote was said to have happened “early” or “around” the beginning of the month, or when a quote was similarly described. [Notated as “The fifth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.”]

			

			For the other policies used in putting this book together, see Methodology.

		

	
		
			Overview

		

	
		
			
					
BackgroundAl-Qaeda, a terrorist group founded by and associated with Osama bin Laden in 1985, was well-known as a serious threat to our country during the presidential administrations of George H. W. Bush (Bush’s2 father) and William J. “Bill” Clinton. 

The threat to our country from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda was clear, given that bin Laden made many threats against the United States. Importantly, Al-Qaeda was believed to be responsible for successful terrorist acts. Those attacks included the March 1994 bombing of the New York World Trade Center (WTC 7), located next to the Twin Towers; the August 1998 bombing of our East African embassies in Tanzania and Kenya; and the October 2000 bombing of our warship the USS Cole. It was reported that more than 245 lives were lost and more than 5,000 were injured in those combined four pre-9/11 attacks.

When George W. Bush became president in January of 2001, I didn’t think about terrorist threats to our country. If I had, I would have assumed that because we had the best intelligence agencies and the most powerful military in the world, our new president would have been on top of any serious terrorist or other threats against us.

Eight months later, like most Americans, I was shocked by the events of 9/11, when two hijacked planes crashed into Manhattan’s Twin Towers. A third hijacked plane crashed into the Pentagon, and a fourth crashed in a field in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 

Almost three thousand people died in those attacks, making it, in terms of lives lost to terrorism, the worst day in our country’s history. Watching some of those attacks on television that morning, I thought they must have been well planned and shielded from anyone knowing about them in advance, sneak attacks that no competent government could have known about, foreseen, or prepared for.

A short time after 9/11, when President George W. Bush, still in his first year in office, declared a war on terrorism, and launched missile attacks in Afghanistan against bin Laden and Al-Qaeda as retribution for 9/11, our country was overwhelmingly behind him.

Concurrently, my interest in Middle East politics was piqued as I watched and read bits of news about 9/11, Middle Eastern oil, the reported dangers of Saddam Hussein and his weapons of mass destruction, and our country’s march toward attacking Iraq again—in 2003.

Still, I wasn’t involved in the run-up to that war, physically or emotionally. That changed strikingly in 2007 when I read Richard A. Clarke’s book Against All Enemies: Inside America’s War on Terror. The book was a calm recitation of surprising and disturbing facts and information. 

For example, Clarke revealed that George W. Bush and some of his senior staff had been warned about the dangers of Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda even before Bush became president in January of 2001. Clarke also wrote that Bush received subsequent warnings that bin Laden and Al-Qaeda were planning on attacking the US prior to 9/11. After 9/11, Bush disregarded or downplayed those previously received threats while focusing on removing Hussein from power. Clarke also wrote that Bush took us into the 2003 Iraq War without having credible intel that Hussein was an immediate threat to our country.

Importantly, Clarke had the necessary government background, involvement, and position to know about what he wrote.3 When I finished Clarke’s book, I was shocked. Could Bush have really disregarded threats of bin Laden and Al-Qaeda prior to 9/11? If so, was there a compelling reason that Bush spent his political capital and energy going after Hussein? Could it be that George W. Bush’s Iraq War was about oil?

It occurred to me that while Clarke seemed knowledgeable about terrorists, 9/11, and the run up to our 2003 invasion of Iraq, he was just one person, and his knowledge was limited to what he had personally seen and learned.

I thought that if I combined details from Clarke’s book with related information from other diverse sources with inside or special knowledge of those times and places, that combined information could produce new and clearer insights about 9/11 and the Iraq War. I then set out to find what additional facts and information were available on those and related topics.

With the able assistance of Steve Gaskin, my project manager for the effort, and eight part-time researchers, over the next three and a half years we scoured 130 published books, numerous speeches, newspaper articles, and government reports on Hussein, his WMD, Iraqi oil, bin Laden, and Al-Qaeda. That research, sorting and cataloging produced more than 7,350 sourced quotes.

Those quotes cover events from the 1980s onward and include facts and statements related to terrorism, Osama bin Laden, Al-Qaeda, US/Middle East policies, Middle Eastern oil, Hussein, and decisions and actions by President George W. Bush and others from his inauguration through 9/11, the Bush Administration and torture, and finally the run-up to our attacking Iraq in 2003. The quotes also cover the aftermath of the 2003 invasion, Bush’s statements on the war and torture.

In order to paint a reasonably complete picture of the relevant events, Gaskin and I selected quotes from books and other sources that included authors from all sides of the political spectrum—excluding no book or source due to the politics of its author.

The authors quoted include former British Prime Minister Tony Blair; Hans Blix, head of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission from March 2000 to June 2003; President George W. Bush; former Vice President Richard “Dick” Cheney; former US Senator Russ Feingold; former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice; former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld; and writers and journalists such as Steve Coll, Frank Rich, Craig Unger, and Bob Woodward.

We then put the selected quotes into a free online searchable database that I designed and commissioned, www.911Plus.org.4

Being more of an archivist than author, I waited for a writer with investigative and writing skills to find and use 911Plus.org quotes as the foundation for a book about how George W. Bush had conducted himself as our president and commander-in-chief.

Several years passed, but no such writer surfaced. Then, during a bus ride toward the coast of Chile with my wife and other traveling companions in October 2015, I decided that if I wanted a book written about how George W. Bush began his administration and my other findings, I would have to do it myself.



			

			

			
				
					2  The names President George W. Bush and Bush are used interchangeably. Bush’s father will always be referred to as George H. W. Bush or H. W. Bush.

				

				
					3  In 1992, President George H. W. Bush appointed Richard A. Clarke to chair the Counterterrorism Security Group and to a seat on the United States National Security Council. President Bill Clinton retained Clarke and in 1998 promoted him to the National Coordinator for Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Counterterrorism. Under President George W. Bush, Clarke initially continued in the same position and later became the special advisor to the president on cyber security. He left his government position prior to the US invasion of Iraq in 2003.

				

				
					4  Since finishing the database in 2013, I have occasionally added to it when particularly relevant information surfaced. Such information includes four articles of impeachment (of the thirty-five) in the June 2008 House resolution of impeachment of George W. Bush titled “RESOLUTION Impeaching George W. Bush, President of the United States, of high crimes and misdemeanors,” introduced by Rep. Dennis J. Kucinich (D-OH-10), Congress.gov, June 10, 2008.

				

			

		

	
		
			
					
President George W. Bush and His ActionsOn January 20, 2001, George W. Bush was sworn in as the forty-third president of the United States. The oath was administered by William Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court (USSC), a ritual conducted by other chief justices at the inaugurations of many previous incoming presidents. The words of that oath:

“I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of the President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

You will read my contention, supported by many quotes, that certain George W. Bush actions broke that oath and betrayed his office and our country.

I acknowledge that being the president of the United States is a close to impossible job. Adding to the difficulties of the job are the human mistakes we all make; however, this book is not about Bush’s mistakes as president or his good intentions gone wrong. My contention is that three of George W. Bush’s important mistakes were not mistakes, but criminal acts of omission and commission.

Despite swearing an oath to faithfully execute the responsibilities of the presidency—and, arguably, the primary responsibility of our president is to keep our country safe—these pages will show that George W. Bush as president committed the three crimes mentioned in the preface.

You will now find three chapters, each chapter outlining one of those crimes. 



			

		

	
		
			Crime #1: Criminal Negligence / 9/11

			President George W. Bush was well-briefed about the dangers to our country from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda even before he became president. After his inauguration he did little about those dangers until 9/11. Some knowledgeable people say 9/11 didn’t need to have happened.

			The quotes in this chapter show that beginning in the early 1980s, the presidential administrations of Ronald W. Reagan and George H. W. Bush were tracking and dealing with Iraq, Middle Eastern oil, and Hussein. From 1988 on, H. W. Bush and Clinton were additionally dealing with the growing danger from the terrorist group Al-Qaeda and its mentor and strategist Osama bin Laden.

			In addition to prior presidential knowledge about bin Laden and Al-Qaeda going back ten years, some weeks before George W. Bush took office in January 2001, he and his top people received pre-inauguration intelligence briefings from President Clinton and his senior staff about the special danger posed by Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda. At that time, the Clinton administration thought they were the most lethal terrorist threats to our country. 

			Those pre-inauguration briefings made it clear that bin Laden and Al-Qaeda intended to terrorize the United States and our people again, after previously attacking our embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998, the World Trade Center in 1993, and the USS Cole in 2000. 

			However, those pre-inauguration intelligence briefings about the danger of bin Laden and Al-Qaeda seemingly had little impact on our soon-to-be president.

			From the first few days of Bush’s inauguration, and with no credible intelligence that Hussein was an urgent, immediate, or serious threat to our country, President Bush began telling the American people about the danger posed by Hussein and his supposed weapons of mass destruction. In the months ahead, Bush would keep his focus on Saddam, despite the continuing flood of intelligence he received that showed we would be attacked again by Al-Qaeda. Almost from the day of Bush’s inauguration, his administration also focused on Iraqi oil.

			Mirroring President Bush’s apparent lack of interest in bin Laden and Al-Qaeda prior to 9/11 were other Bush administration senior officials. They included Vice President Cheney, Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld, National Security adviser Rice, Attorney General John Ashcroft, and Foreign Policy Advisor Richard Perle.

			Bush’s post-inauguration focus on Hussein and Iraqi oil increased the chances that we would be attacked by Al-Qaeda, which we were on September 11, 2001. The 2,9735 lives lost that day (excluding the nineteen hijackers who committed suicide in the attacks) constituted the greatest number of casualties from a terrorist attack on US soil in the history of our nation. The number of lives lost even surpassed the 2,4036 killed in the December 7, 1941, Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. In addition to the thousands killed and wounded on 9/11, many were sickened by inhaling poisoned air while trying to help those buried or injured in the rubble of the collapsed Twin Towers.

			The carnage from 9/11 destroyed people, families, and businesses and set the stage for the loss of many of our civil liberties due to the policies, regulations, and laws enacted by knee-jerk (some say premeditated) responses to the panic that followed. 

			The quotes in this chapter will highlight some knowledgeable people who claim that were it not for Bush’s lack of interest toward the ever-flowing intel about the coming terrorist attacks, 9/11 could have been disrupted or prevented. 

			If there had been no 9/11 to terrify our country with the fear of more attacks, Bush would not have had the political capital to push us into attacking Iraq in 2003. Without 9/11 or the Iraq War, there would not have been any reason or excuse to torture anyone.

			As an indication of what was in George W. Bush’s mind after his inauguration, in the 379 speeches7 he made from January 20, 2001, through 9/10/2001, he never mentioned bin Laden or Al-Qaeda. However, he mentioned Saddam Hussein; Iraq; WMD; nuclear; offensive; defensive weapons; weapons of terror or mass destruction; or Saddam and imminent or immediate threats 143 times. He mentioned oil forty-one times. 

			
				
					
					
				
				
					
							
							In the 379 speeches George W. Bush made from January 20, 2001, 
to September 10, 2001

						
					

					
							
							Words or phrases mentioned in Bush’s 379 speeches 

						
							
							Numbers of times the words or phrases were mentioned in the 379 speeches8

						
					

				
				
					
							
							Al-Qaeda or bin Laden

						
							
							0

						
					

					
							
							Saddam Hussein / Iraq / WMD / Nuclear / Offensive / Defensive weapons / Weapons of Terror or mass Destruction / Saddam and imminent or immediate threats

						
							
							143

						
					

					
							
							Oil

						
							
							41

						
					

				
			

			The numbers above seem at least close to courtroom proof that George W. Bush was far more interested in Hussein and Iraq’s oil than the risks to our country from Al-Qaeda and bin Laden so often communicated to him.

			In sum, this chapter will show that President George W. Bush received repeated, well-documented warnings about the dangers posed by bin Laden and Al-Qaeda before and after he became president, yet he remained fixated on Hussein and Iraqi oil.

			In doing so, Bush violated his presidential duty to use reasonable care (or effort) to protect us from those well-known threats.

			I, therefore, contend that Bush’s fixation on Saddam and Iraqi oil, instead of on the terrorist threats, met the standard for criminal negligence. Criminal negligence can be defined as:

			“The failure to use reasonable care to avoid consequences that threaten or harm the safety of the public and that are the foreseeable outcome of acting in a particular manner.” 9

			This chapter, broken into six sections, shows more specifically why I believe Bush was guilty of criminal negligence.

			A. 1980–November 6, 2000

			The time period from 1980 through November 6, 2000 (the day before George W. Bush was elected president of the United States), shows some of the complexities of US politics in the Middle East, our prior government’s sustained interest in Middle Eastern oil, and our government’s awareness of a growing danger to our country posed by Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda. During that time period, for example:

			
					Bin Laden founded Al-Qaeda


					Al-Qaeda bombed our two embassies in Kenya and Tanzania

					The Clinton administration put a $5M bounty on bin Laden, making him US public enemy No. 1

					The New York World Trade Center was bombed for the first time

					Al-Qaeda bombed the United States warship the USS Cole


			

			The quotes in this section also show that by November 6, 2000, there were national security experts who knew that our country faced danger from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda.

			B. November 7, 2000 (the day Bush was elected10) through 9/11

			This section shows that George W. Bush and his top people received multiple briefings and warnings about the danger to our country from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda. As mentioned, Bush received some of those warnings even before he was inaugurated. Quotes in this section show, for example, that in December of 2000 and January of 2001:

			
					President Clinton proposed to President-elect George W. Bush that the danger of bin Laden and Al-Qaeda be a national security priority of his administration


					Outgoing CIA [Central Intelligence Agency] leaders George Tenet and James Pavitt briefed President-elect Bush about the dangers to our country poised by bin Laden and Al-Qaeda


					Rice and Cheney were told by President Clinton’s CIA leaders Tenet and Pavitt that bin Laden was one of the greatest threats to our nation

			

			After his inauguration, even in the face of escalating threats from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda, Bush remained focused on removing Hussein from office, scaring our country by repeatedly saying that Hussein had weapons of mass destruction, and focusing on Iraqi oil instead of on our well-known enemies—bin Laden and Al-Qaeda.

			C. 9/11 could have been disrupted or prevented

			D. Injuries and deaths from 9/11

			E. Costs related to 9/11

			F. Recap

			There are also important questions neither this chapter nor book attempts to answer. Those questions include: Why was George W. Bush so focused on taking out Hussein, a man not thought by our intelligence community at that time to be a serious or immediate threat to our country? Why was Bush so seemingly uninterested in the well-chronicled danger to our country from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda? And, what were his motives and interest in Iraqi oil?

			

			
				
					5  “The 9/11 Commission Report,” National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, 9-11commission.gov, report dated July 22, 2004

				

				
					6  “A Pearl Harbor Fact Sheet,” Nationalww2museum.org, accessed May 10, 2017

				

				
					7  George W. Bush made a total of 379 presidential speeches from his inauguration through 9/10/2001. The speeches, compiled from George W. Bush—White House Archives online [taken offline by 2018], are considered any remarks he made when he spoke in front of an undefined number of people, either alone or with other individuals, and includes, but are not limited to State of the Union speeches, radio addresses, press conferences, commencement ceremonies, meetings, remarks, tours, toasts, photo opportunities, visits, and events.

				

				
					8  These numbers came from my assistant going through the 379 speeches listed on the George W. Bush—White House Archives website and doing word checks of those speeches.

				

				
					9  “Criminal Negligence,” Legal-Dictionary.TheFreeDictionary.com, accessed February 27, 2020. 

					While I could find no federal statute for criminal negligence, there are state statutes that include the charge of criminal negligence that do not have statutes of limitation. That means President George Bush could be charged under these state statutes at any time during his life. For example, Bush could be charged under the Texas Penal Code, Title 5 Chapter 19 on homicide. Bush spent the month of August 2001 at his “Texas White House” in Crawford, Texas, and on August 6, 2001, he was warned by the now-infamous Presidential Daily Briefing that “Bin Laden Determined to Strike in the U.S.” By ignoring this warning (and other warnings leading up to 9/11) I believe that he engaged in criminally negligent homicide pursuant to Section 19.05 of the Texas Penal Code which states “(a) A person commits an offense if he causes the death of an individual by criminal negligence.” Although the statute does not define criminal negligence per se, it is considered common law, i.e. part of case law. Texans are expected to comport themselves in a manner that does not endanger the safety or lives of others. Failing to do so can get them convicted in a Texas court of law. According to a website that records the names of the victims from 9/11 (http://www.911research.wtc7.net/cache/sept11/victims/victims_list.htm), eleven are listed as coming from Texas. A state charge of criminal negligence could be brought against Bush on behalf of any of the 9/11 Texas victims. 

				

				
					10  The official election date of GW Bush was November 7, 2000, although some use a different date because of various vote counting issues in Florida. Some argue that George W. Bush was not confirmed elected president until the US Supreme Court’s seven to two decision in Bush v. Palm Beach County Canvassing Board on December 12, 2000. Gore conceded to Bush the next day, December 13, 2000. Britannica.com, accessed August 6, 2017.

				

			

		

	
		
			
					
1980 through November 6, 2000 (the day before G. W. Bush was elected president of the United States)The following quotes, from 1980 through November 6, 2000, show America dealing with a toxic mix of shifting Middle East alliances: our efforts initially focused on having close relations with Hussein and then we went to war against him; our complicated relationship with the Saudis and Iran; our thirst for, and the perceived importance of, oil to our country; and the growing terrorist threats from bin Laden and Al-Qaeda.

1/23/1980: Carter: Persian Gulf contains more than two-thirds of world’s exportable oil; of vital US interest

A month after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, President Jimmy Carter proclaimed what would be known as the Carter Doctrine in his State of the Union Address on January 23, 1980: “The region which is now threatened by Soviet troops in Afghanistan is of great strategic importance: It contains more than two-thirds of the world’s exportable oil.…We must call on the best that is in us to preserve the security of this crucial region. Let our position be absolutely clear: An attempt by any outside force to gain control of the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an assault on the vital interests of the United States of America, and such an assault will be repelled by any means necessary, including military force.”

—Jimmy Carter, “Jimmy Carter State of the Union Address 1980,” Jimmy Carter Library, January 23, 1980



	1/20/1981: Republican Ronald W. Reagan inaugurated as president for first term with George H. W. Bush as vice president




5/15/1981: Reagan administration sides with Iraq in Iraq-Iran War, supports restoring oil, US business interests

“The United States was officially neutral throughout the eight years of the Iran-Iraq war. Unofficially, however, the Reagan administration was hoping to make Iraq ‘the new Iran’—or rather, what the pre-1979 revolution Iran was to the United States and its corporations.…Thus, in May 1981, the State Department’s William Eagleton met with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. Eagleton described the meeting in a telegram to the State Department: ‘I said the U.S. government supports the participation of American firms in projects designed to restore Iraq’s oil facilities as rapidly as possible after the war.’ He added that the meeting ‘should be helpful to our position and that of U.S. business interests in Iraq.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Antonia Juhasz, The Bush Agenda, Page 158

11/26/1983: Reagan defends critical Persian Gulf oil for US

Regarding the defense of American oil interests in the Persian Gulf, President Reagan said, in National Security Decision Directive [NSDD] 114 on November 26, 1983: “[W]e should assign the highest priority to access arrangements which would facilitate the rapid deployment of those forces necessary to defend the critical oil facilities…”

—Ronald Reagan, “U.S. Policy Toward the Iran—Iraq War,” Federation of American Scientists online, NSDD 114, November 26, 1983



	1/20/1985: Republican Ronald W. Reagan inaugurated as president for a second term again with George H. W. Bush as vice president 11




3/15/1985: Reagan, George H. W. Bush administration secretly arming Iraq

“The Reagan administration and, to an even greater extent, the Bush Sr. administration, spent nearly a decade secretly arming Iraq through direct and indirect sales. The direct sales were of ‘dual-use’ materials, which are goods ostensibly made for civilian purposes but have military applications as well.…The Reagan and Bush Sr. administrations allowed the sales over the objections of the Pentagon, which believed these products would inevitably be used for military purposes. One government official explained that in March 1985, high-technology export licenses, which previously had not been approved by the U.S. government to Iraq, ‘started to go through as if someone had suddenly turned a switch.’ 

The indirect method involved sales of conventional and chemical weapons to third parties, generally friendly governments, who then sold the weapons to Iraq. U.S. arms dealers made out handsomely, as did dozens of U.S. multinational corporations” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Antonia Juhasz, The Bush Agenda, Pages 167–168

7/30/1986: VP George H. W. Bush transferring military intelligence to Hussein

On July 30, 1986, Vice President H. W. “Bush went to Jordan to perform the most delicate part of his [Middle East] mission, initiating the transfer of military intelligence to Saddam. According to two Reagan administration officials, Bush told King Hussein that Iraq needed to be more aggressive in the war with Iran and asked that Saddam Hussein be urged to use his air force against targets inside Iran.”

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Page 75

1/15/1987: Reagan administration approves SCUD missile sales to Iraq, increasing danger to Israel/Saudi Arabia

During January 1987, “The United States Commerce Department approved exports to Iraq’s SCUD [Subsonic Cruise Unarmed Decoy] missile program. Gary Milhollin, the director of the Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control appeared before the Subcommittee on Technology and National Security of the Joint Economic Committee on the 2nd of July, 1991. He stated that: ‘These exports allowed Iraq to extend SCUD range far enough to hit allied soldiers in Saudi Arabia and Israeli civilians in Tel Aviv and Haifa.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Philip Taylor, The War in Iraq—A Failure of Honesty, Page 12

3/2/1987: VP George H. W. Bush approves sensitive US tech sales to Iraq over objections from Defense Department

On March 2, 1987, “Vice President George H.W. Bush meets with Iraqi ambassador Nizar Hamdoon and tells him that two requests by Iraq for sensitive American technology had been approved over objections from the Defense Department.’”

—Philip Taylor, The War in Iraq—A Failure of Honesty, Page 12

4/17/1987: Soviets bomb bin Laden’s compound, marking the birth of bin Laden’s public reputation as a warrior

“On April 17, 1987, Soviet helicopters and bomber jets hit Osama bin Laden’s new fortified compound at Jaji [Afghanistan], an assemblage of small crevices and caves dug into rocky hills above the border village.…the battle of Jaji marked the birth of Osama bin Laden’s public reputation as a warrior among Arab jihadists.…After Jaji he began a media campaign designed to publicize the brave fight waged by Arab volunteers who stood their ground against a superpower.”

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Pages 162–163

2/15/1988: Reagan administration gives Iraq military intel and direct military assistance in conflict with Iran

“Apart from receiving the assistance of U.S. military intelligence, the Iraqis received direct military assistance from the United States, which sent teams of military advisers to assist the Iraqi top brass direct operations at the front [during a new offensive against the Iranians in February 1988].” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Con Coughlin, Saddam, Page 222

8/11/1988: Soviet occupation leads bin Laden’s meeting and discussion of new military group, Al-Qaeda

Regarding the formation of Al-Qaeda, “By the end of the Soviet occupation [of Afghanistan], an estimated 35,000 Muslim radicals from forty-three Islamic countries had joined the fight [against the Soviets].…On August 11, 1988, bin Laden held a meeting in which he discussed the establishment of a new military group—al-Qaeda.” 

—Bob Graham with Jeff Nussbaum, Intelligence Matters, Page 28

8/15/1988: Bin Laden founds Al-Qaeda August of 1988

In August 1988, Osama “Bin Laden founds al Qaeda.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Roy Gutman, How We Missed the Story, Page 263



	1/20/1989: Republican George H. W. Bush inaugurated as president with James D. Quayle as vice president




10/2/1989: George H. W. Bush orders expanded US political and economic ties with Iraq

On October 2, 1989, “President [H. W.] Bush issued National Security Directive [NSD] 26, which ordered the different branches of the federal government to expand America’s political and economic ties to Baghdad.”

—Lawrence F. Kaplan and William Kristol, The War Over Iraq, Page 41

11/24/1989: Bin Laden allegedly assassinates opponent and establishes Al-Qaeda for jihad against the West when Soviets leave Afghanistan

“As the Soviets leave Afghanistan, a dispute breaks out among the ‘Afghan Arabs’ over the best use of the fortune that continues to pour in. [Palestinian cleric Abdullah] Azzam wants to use the money to set up an Islamic regime in Kabul. Osama bin Laden wants to use it for a worldwide jihad against the West. Mysteriously, Azzam and his two sons are murdered in a car bombing [on November 24, 1989]. Though bin Laden professes grief, intelligence analysts believe he was responsible. Within months, with the support of his Egyptian allies Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, Mohammed Atef, and Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, bin Laden takes over Azzam’s Services Office network, using it as a grid for his new terror network, al Qaeda.”

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page (Timeline) 3

1/15/1990: George H. W. Bush waives restrictions on Iraq’s use of Export-Import bank, overlooking Iraq stealing nuclear technology

“In January 1990, President [H. W.] Bush waived congressional restrictions on Iraq’s use of the Export-Import Bank and in doing so overlooked new evidence that Iraq was testing ballistic missiles and stealing nuclear technology. All told, the Reagan and Bush administrations ended up providing Saddam Hussein with more than $5 billion in loan guarantees. In the end, American support had enabled the repressive dictator to become a major military force in the Persian Gulf. Saddam had chemical weapons and a nuclear arms program. There were now a million men in the Iraqi army.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Pages 81–82

1/15/1990: George W. Bush’s (son of George H. W. Bush) luck with oil

After the purchase of George W. Bush’s oil company Spectrum 7 by Harken Energy, Bush was offered a spot on the Harken board. “In January 1990, by which time the elder George Bush had become president, Harken came into another stroke of unexpected good luck. The beleaguered oil company had had no offshore drilling experience whatsoever and had never even drilled outside the borders of the United States. Nevertheless, tiny Harken stunned industry analysts by beating out giant Amoco to win exclusive offshore drilling rights in Bahrain—thanks to yet another BCCI [Bank of Credit and Commerce International] stockholder, the prime minister of Bahrain, Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa.…No one in the oil industry doubted that the Bahrain deal happened solely because Bush’s father was president. Moreover, George W. Bush was one of its greatest beneficiaries and profited handsomely from it.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Page 122

4/12/1990: Senators relay a message from George H. W. Bush that US wants better relations with Hussein, address human rights and WMD

“[O]n April 12, 1990, Senator Bob Dole [R-KS] and a party of five other senators from agricultural states met with Saddam and provided a message from President George H. W. Bush addressing human rights and WMD and assuring the Iraqi president that Washington wanted better relations.”

—Charles Duelfer, Hide and Seek, Page 59

7/15/1990: Iraqi tanks move toward Kuwait

“In mid-July [1990], Iraqi tanks began moving toward Kuwait, and by July 19 our satellite photos showed three heavy armored divisions within striking distance of the Kuwait border.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Dick Cheney, In My Time, Page 182

7/18/1990: US determined to ensure free flow of oil through Strait of Hormuz, supporting our friends in the Gulf

As Iraq built up troops on the Kuwaiti border, “[t]he State Department declared on July 18 [1990] that the United States remained ‘determined to ensure the free flow of oil through the Strait of Hormuz and to defend the principle of freedom of navigation. We also remain strongly committed to supporting the individual and collective self-defense of our friends in the Gulf with whom we have deep and longstanding ties.’”

—Richard N. Haass, War of Necessity, War of Choice, Page 56

7/25/1990: Glaspie to Hussein: “We have no opinion on the Arab-Arab conflicts like your border disagreement with Kuwait”

“In response to Iraqi troop movements along the border with Kuwait, the State Department dispatched Ambassador [April] Glaspie to mollify Saddam. At a July 25, 1990 meeting, the Iraqi leader predicted to Glaspie that America would not oppose his aims because ‘yours is a society that cannot accept 10,000 dead in one battle.’ To which Glaspie replied, ‘we have no opinion on the Arab-Arab conflicts like your border disagreement with Kuwait.…[Secretary of State] James Baker has directed our official spokesman to emphasize this instruction.’”

—Lawrence F. Kaplan and William Kristol, The War Over Iraq, Page 42

[Note: This simple US error or miscommunication suggesting that our country wouldn’t interfere if Hussein invaded Kuwait might have accidentally blessed Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait a week later.]

8/1/1990: Hussein invades Kuwait, bin Laden volunteers his services to Saudi Arabia—offer not accepted

“After Hussein’s forces did invade the small, oil-rich state [of Kuwait] on August 1, 1990, and threaten the security of Saudi Arabia, bin Laden immediately volunteered his services and those of his holy warriors. The Saudi army and his own men would be enough to defend the Kingdom…The Saudis did not take this offer seriously.…they turned instead for help to the U.S. government and then-President [H. W.] Bush, who had made his fortune in the oil trade and so understood exactly what was at stake in Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait”

—Peter Bergen, Holy War, Inc., Pages 80–81

8/5/1990: George H. W. Bush issues ultimatum to Hussein to leave Kuwait

“On August 5 [1990], President [H. W.] Bush stepped off Marine One on the White House lawn and, referring to the Iraqi invasion, uttered the most famous words of his presidency: ‘This will not stand, this aggression against Kuwait.’ The spontaneous remark meant one thing: war.”

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Page 133

8/6/1990: Secretary of Defense Cheney says US will defend Saudi Arabia

On August 6, 1990, “Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney flew to Riyadh [Saudi Arabia] at the head of an American delegation and read out to King Fahd bin Adbul Aziz and the senior Saudi princes a message from President George [H. W.] Bush. ‘We are prepared to deploy these forces to defend the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,’ the message said. ‘If you ask us to come we will come. We seek no permanent bases. And when you ask us to leave, we will go home.’”

—Jonathan Randal, Osama, Pages 105–106

8/8/1990: Hussein invades Kuwait; George H. W. Bush administration orders 500,000 US forces for Operation Desert Shield to prevent Saudi invasion

After Hussein invaded Kuwait, “On August 8, 1990, President George H. W. Bush ordered American troops to the region, ostensibly to prevent an invasion of Saudi Arabia. Operation Desert Shield was now under way. Eventually, that movement resulted in the buildup of approximately 500,000 U.S. forces over the next five months.”

—Ricardo S. Sanchez with Donald T. Phillips, Wiser in Battle, Page 64

8/15/1990: George H. W. Bush: World would suffer if “world’s great oil reserves fell into the hands” of Hussein

On August 15, 1990, days after Iraq invaded Kuwait on August 2, 1990, President  H. W. Bush declared: “Our jobs, our way of life, our own freedom, and the freedom of friendly countries around the world would all suffer if control of the world’s great oil reserves fell into the hands of that one man, Saddam Hussein.”

—”Remarks to Department of Defense Employees,” The American Presidency Project, Presidency.UCSB.edu, August 15, 1990

9/11/1990: Secretary of Defense Cheney about possible Iraqi stranglehold on oil and US economy

Speaking before the Senate Armed Services Committee on September 11, 1990, then-Secretary of Defense Cheney said: “Once he [Iraqi President Hussein] acquired Kuwait and deployed an army as large as the one he possesses, he was clearly in a position to be able to dictate the future of worldwide energy policy, and that gave him a strangle hold on our economy and on that of most of the other nations of the world as well.”

—United States Senate, Committee on Armed Services-S.Hrg. 101–1071, “Crisis in the Persian Gulf Region: U.S. Policy Options and Implications,” US Government Printing Office, books.Google.com, 1990, Page 11

11/5/1990: First document bearing the name Al-Qaeda found in terrorist’s US home in aftermath of JDL assassination where plans include WTC attack

“Early in the evening of November 5, 1990, in New York City…Rabbi Meir Kahane, the fiery founder of the militant Jewish Defense League, was appearing at a meeting at the New York Marriott Hotel on West Forty-ninth Street in Manhattan.…As Kahane took questions from the audience, a man of Arab descent with an odd smile on his face suddenly approached and shot Kahane dead with a silver-plated .357 handgun. The man who pulled the trigger, [Islamist] El Sayed Nosair, was…originally from Egypt.…At Nosair’s apartment, police discovered bomb-making materials and instruction manuals on special warfare. They also found a list of potential assassination targets, and maps and photos of many of New York’s landmarks—including the World Trade Center.” It took more than two years to translate documents found in Nosair’s file cabinets which included “a document that appears to be one of the very first bearing the name of bin Laden’s new organization: Al Qaeda.”

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Pages 146–148

11/29/1990: UN authorizes all means necessary to drive Iraq from Kuwait

On November 29, 1990, “the United Nations authorized the use of ‘all necessary means’ to drive Iraqi forces from Kuwait if they failed to withdraw by January 15 [1991] and to ‘restore international peace and security in the area.’ Security Council Resolution 678 passed by a vote of 12–2, with China abstaining and Cuba and Yemen voting no.”

—Karen DeYoung, Soldier, Page 201

1/15/1991: Bin Laden enraged with Saudis for allowing US, Jews, Christians, and rock music on their soil during Gulf War

“Mr. bin Laden was indignant with corruption in the government and became enraged when [Saudi] King Fahd let American forces, with their rock music and Christian and Jewish troops, wage the Persian Gulf war from Saudi soil in early [January] 1991.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Robert D. McFadden, “A NATION CHALLENGED: IN PROFILE; Bin Laden’s Journey From Rich, Pious Boy To the Mask of Evil,” The New York Times, September 30, 2001

1/15/1991: George H. W. Bush NSD 54: Access to Persian Gulf oil is vital to US national security 

On January 15, 1991, “The day before he launched the U.S. attack against Iraq, President [H. W.] Bush signed National Security Directive 54. The first line states, ‘Access to Persian Gulf oil and the security of key friendly states in the area are vital to U.S. national security.’”

—Antonia Juhasz, The Tyranny of Oil, Page 328



	1/17/1991: The US and coalition forces invade Iraq to force them out of Kuwait




2/15/1991: George H. W. Bush signs order to topple Hussein

“After the 1991 Gulf War, President George H. W. Bush signed a presidential finding authorizing the CIA to topple Saddam [on February 15, 1991].…the president publicly called on Iraqis to ‘take matters into their own hands’ to remove Saddam. When the Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in the south rebelled against Saddam, [H. W.] Bush declined U.S. military support. The result was another slaughter.”

—Bob Woodward, Plan of Attack, Page 70

3/3/1991: Gulf War ends with Iraq agreeing to UN terms, and pledging to dismantle and not pursue WMD

“The Persian Gulf War officially ended on March 3, 1991…when Iraq formally agreed to accept all the terms laid out by the United Nations—including a pledge to dismantle and not pursue weapons of mass destruction. Kuwait had been liberated and the United Nations, the United States, and the coalition had realized all goals.”

—Ricardo S. Sanchez with Donald T. Phillips, Wiser in Battle, Page 82

4/3/1991: Gulf War ended with no state allowed to import Iraqi oil unless Iraq cooperated with weapons inspections

“The [First Gulf] war ended with a cease-fire, which was confirmed by [United Nations] Security Council Resolution 687, adopted on April 3, 1991. The resolution established an inspection regime under which Iraq was to declare all its holdings of weapons of mass destruction as well as facilities and programs for their manufacture. The declarations were to be verified by the newly created UN [United Nations] Special Commission (UNSCOM) [United Nations Special Commission, the inspection group that searched for weapons of mass destruction in Iraq] in the spheres of biological and chemical weapons and long-range missiles, while the IAEA [International Atomic Energy Agency] would be responsible for the nuclear sphere. Iraq was given a strong incentive to cooperate: No state would be allowed to import oil from Iraq until the Security Council, upon the reports of the inspectors, had concluded that all prohibited items and programs were eradicated.”

—Hans Blix, Disarming Iraq, Page 20

12/21/1991: JDL killer gets money from bin Laden for his defense, the first time FBI learns of the leader in association with WTC future bombers

Egyptian Islamist El Sayyid Nosair was sentenced for the murder of Rabbi Meier Kahane on December 21, 1991. “Nosair’s cousin Ibrahim El-Gabrowny gets $20,000 from bin Laden for Nosair’s defense. The FBI later admits that this is the first time bin Laden’s name comes up in association with the New York cell members around the [future World Trade Center (WTC) bombing conspirator] blind Sheikh [Omar Abdel Rahman].” 

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page (Timeline) 5

3/30/1992: George H. W. Bush states reasons for not taking out Hussein in 1990/1991 Gulf War

On March 30, 1992, “President George H. W. Bush answered the question as to why we did not go on to Baghdad to take out Saddam Hussein: ‘We certainly had the military capability to go on to Baghdad. But once we had prevailed and had toppled Saddam Hussein’s government, we presumably would have had to stay there and put another government in place. And what would that have been: a Sunni government, a Shia government, a Kurdish government, or another Baathist regime? How long would U.S. forces have been required to stay in to prop the government up? And how effective could it have been if the government we put in had been perceived as a puppet of the U.S. military? To involve American forces in a civil war inside Iraq would have been a quagmire, because we would have gone in there with no clear-cut military objective. It’s just as important to know when not to use force as it is to know when to use it.’”

—Ricardo S. Sanchez with Donald T. Phillips, Wiser in Battle, Pages 82–83

[Note: A prescient response.]

10/15/1992: CIA hires DC PR firm to turn world opinion against Hussein

“The CIA, in turn, passed along a sizable amount of money to The Rendon Group [an international strategic communications consultancy based in Washington, DC] to turn world opinion against Hussein. One of the company’s first actions was to create the Iraqi National Congress [INC]…as a Hussein opposition group; and in October 1992…[Potential Iraqi President] Ahmed Chalabi was placed in charge of the group.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—James Bamford, A Pretext for War, Page 296

12/29/1992: Yemen hotel bombing first bin Laden attack

On December 29, 1992, “[a] bomb explodes in a hotel in Aden, Yemen, where US troops had been staying while en route to a humanitarian mission in Somalia. The bomb killed two Austrian tourists; the U.S. soldiers had already left. Two Yemeni Muslim militants, trained in Afghanistan and injured in the blast, are later arrested. US intelligence agencies allege that this was the first terrorist attack involving bin Laden and his associates.”

—“Hunting Bin Laden; Who is Bin Laden & What Does He Want? A Chronology of His Political Life,” PBS Frontline, accessed April 24, 2018

1/15/1993: Clinton: US will not oust Hussein, relations may improve even with him in power 

“Bill Clinton, the president-elect, spoke to Tom Friedman of the New York Times in January [15,] 1993 and suggested that the United States would not work for Saddam’s ouster and that relations could improve even if he remained in power. ‘Based on the evidence that we have, the people of Iraq would be better off if they had a different leader. But my job is not to pick their rulers for them. I always tell everybody I’m a Baptist. I believe in deathbed conversions. If he wants a different relationship with the United States and with the United Nations, all he has to do is change his behavior.’”

—Richard N. Haass,War of Necessity, War of Choice, Page 155



	1/20/1993: Democrat William J. Clinton inaugurated as president for first term with Albert A. Gore, Jr. as vice president




2/26/1993: First WTC bombing; refugee center in New York is outpost for bin Laden, Al-Qaeda operations

“On February 26 [1993], [terrorist Ramzi] Yousef…and Ismail Najim, an associate who had flown up from Texas to take part in the operation, drove a rented white Ford Econoline van to the World Trade Center and parked it in the B-2 level of the underground garage. At 12:17 p.m., the device exploded. It killed six people and injured more than a thousand others, but failed to accomplish its intended mission of knocking down both of the Twin Towers.…Also involved was the Blind Sheikh, Omar Abdel Rahman. The Al-Kifah Refugee Center in Brooklyn…was now the New York outpost of Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda’s operation.”

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Pages 149–150

3/15/1993: Bin Laden says US is trying to eradicate Islam

In an interview conducted by CNN in March 1993, Osama bin Laden said: “‘America escalated its campaign against the Muslim world in its entirety, aiming to get rid of Islam itself.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Daniel Benjamin and Steven Simon, The Age of Sacred Terror, Page 106

4/2/1993: CIA: Bin Laden works independently or with others to promote “militant Islamic causes”

“A CIA paper circulated on April 2, 1993, described bin Laden as an ‘independent actor [who] sometimes works with other individuals or governments’ to promote ‘militant Islamic causes.’”

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Pages 255–256

6/15/1993: Bin Laden plots killings of Middle East leaders

“From the comfort of his home in Khartoum [Sudan] bin Laden began considering plans for assassination attacks on Middle Eastern leaders he opposed. In June 1993 he was involved in an attempt to murder Crown Prince Abdullah of Jordan, now the leader of the country since the death of King Hussein in 1999.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Simon Reeve, The New Jackals, Page 183

8/15/1993: CIA analyst authors paper with the first warning about Osama bin Laden

“In August 1993, while working at the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, the small intelligence shop inside the State Department, [CIA analyst Gina] Bennett had authored a paper that was the first warning of the threat posed by a man named ‘Osama Bin Ladin,’ who was ‘enabling hundreds of jihadists and training even more’ in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sudan, and Yemen.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Peter Bergen, The Longest War, Page 36

10/3/1993: Bin Laden brags to CNN of killing more than a dozen US soldiers in Somalia while in Sudan

“Bin Laden told CNN in [March] 1997 that one of his proudest achievements while he was based in Sudan was the role of his Afghan Arabs in the [October 3–4] 1993 killings of more than a dozen American soldiers stationed in Somalia.”

—Peter Bergen, Holy War, Inc., Page 84

1/15/1994: Bin Laden finances terrorist training camps in North Sudan

“According to US intelligence analysts, by January 1994, bin Laden was financing at least three terrorist training camps in North Sudan, where rebels from a half-dozen nations received training.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—“Hunting Bin Laden; Who is Bin Laden & What Does He Want? A Chronology of His Political Life,” PBS Frontline, accessed April 24, 2018

3/15/1994: Wolfowitz: US and industrialized world have enormous stake in Persian Gulf oil

Former Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Paul Wolfowitz said, in March 1994: “‘The United States and the entire industrialized world have an enormous stake in the security of the Persian Gulf, not primarily in order to save a few dollars per gallon of gasoline but rather because a hostile regime in control of those resources could wreak untold damage on the world’s economy, and could apply that wealth to purposes that would endanger peace globally.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Antonia Juhasz, The Bush Agenda, Page 35

6/24/1994: Pentagon reports that terrorists might simultaneously attack different targets perhaps even in different countries

One of the most important conclusions of the Pentagon’s June 24, 1994, secret report titled “Terror-2000: The Future Face of Terrorism,” “was that rather than bombing a single target, terrorists would soon try to conduct simultaneous bombings and attacks, perhaps even in different countries, to maximize the devastation and publicity for their cause.”

—Simon Reeve, The New Jackals, Page 260

[Note: An accurate prediction.]

9/15/1994: Three discovered terror plans include killing Pope, hijacking planes, and flying them into American buildings

In September 1994, “Working out of the Philippines, [World Trade Center bomber Ramzi] Yousef conceives three plots. (1) He will kill Pope John Paul II on a visit to Manila in January 1995. (2) He will create an undetectable liquid-based bomb to be smuggled on board eleven U.S. jumbo jets entering the United States from Asia [later known as the ‘Bojinka’ plot].…(3) With Abdul Hakim Murad, the pilot trained at four U.S. flight schools, Yousef will coordinate the training of Islamic pilots at U.S. schools who will then commandeer airliners and fly them into buildings in America. This third plot becomes the blueprint for the 9/11 attacks.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page (Timeline) 13

[Note: This is the first warning I found that terrorists, trained at US flight schools, would commandeer airlines, and fly them into US buildings.]

11/12/1994: Bin Laden wants Clinton killed, but knowing it is too risky to kill a sitting US president, 1993 WTC bomber sets his aim on the Pope 

“Bin Laden, his emissaries explained, wanted Yousef to assassinate President Clinton when he visited the Philippines on 12 November 1994, at the start of a five-day tour of Asia. Yousef appears to have been keen on the operation, relishing the prestige of his target, but he was also concerned that assassinating the most powerful man in the world would be no easy task—far harder than taking bombs into Iran or the World Trade Center.…Deterred from his mission to kill President Clinton by the US leader’s security precautions, Ramzi Yousef decided he would instead assassinate Pope John Paul II [during his mid-January visit to Manila].”

—Simon Reeve, The New Jackals, Pages 76, 78

12/24/1994: Bin Laden-funded GIA members’ plan to fly a plane of explosives into Eiffel Tower ended when French forces stormed hijacked plane

On December 24, 1994, “members of the bin Laden-funded Armed Islamic Group (GIA), boarded Flight 8969 [in Algiers, Algeria]…storming the cockpit and wiring the airliner with explosives. After a hostage standoff, they flew to Marseilles [France] and demanded that the Airbus be fully fueled. When the GIA terrorists killed two hostages, the plane was stormed by France’s elite GIGN [National Gendarmerie Intervention Group] ‘super gendarmes’ and the crisis ended. Passengers later told police that the hijackers intended to fly the Airbus into the Eiffel Tower.”

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page 188

1/5/1995: Laptop reveals Bojinka plot to use planes as bombs; Philippines PSG wonders why America didn’t listen

“At the 1996 Bojinka trial of Yousef, Murad, and Wali Khan [Amin Shah] in the Southern District [of New York], the Feds restricted their disclosures [of Yousef’s laptop’s contents] to the nonsuicide Bojinka plot and to the initial plan to pilot a Cessna-like plane into CIA headquarters. But a blueprint [for virtually the entire 9/11 plot]…was also contained on that laptop and the Philippines National Police got the details in early January 1995. ‘We told the Americans about the plans to turn planes into flying bombs as far back as 1995,’ said Avelino ‘Sonny’ Razon, the former colonel from the Presidential Security Group (PSG) who ran the Bojinka investigation. ‘Why didn’t they pay attention?’” [The fifth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Pages 184–185

[Note: A warning we received that planes could become weapons flown into US buildings.]

1/15/1995: Clarke: Yousef plans to blow up planes over Pacific

In January 1995, Clarke said: “‘[Yousef] was planning to blow up U.S. airliners in the Pacific with bombs smuggled on board, bombs we won’t notice, using liquid explosives. They’re assembled on board in the bathroom and then left there. The terrorist then gets off at the first stop and the plane continues on and blows up. The Filipinos found some of the bombs, but not all.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Richard Clarke, Against All Enemies, Page 93

1/20/1995: Terrorists discussed flying small plane into CIA

Based on the transcript of Philippines National Police Colonel Rodolfo Mendoza’s January 20, 1995, interrogation session with terrorist Ramzi Yousef’s cohort Abdul Hakim Murad, the 9/11 Commission determined on April 13, 2004: “‘Two of the [Bojinka] perpetrators had also discussed the possibility of flying a small plane into the headquarters of the CIA.’”

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page 384

[Note: More notice of the possibility of a plane being flown into a US building.]

2/15/1995: Islamic terrorists training in US flight schools; targets include the CIA, Pentagon, WTC

In February 1995, after Philippines National Police Colonel Rodolfo Mendoza threatened to turn World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef’s cohort Abdul Hakim Murad over to Israeli Mossad, Murad filled him in on Yousef’s third plot. 

“He tells Mendoza that ten Islamic terrorists are currently training in U.S. flight schools. The ultimate targets will be the CIA, the Pentagon, the World Trade Center, the Sears Tower in Chicago, the Transamerica Tower in San Francisco, and a U.S. nuclear facility.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page (Timeline) 15

[Note: More information about terrorists training in US flight schools and intending to fly planes into US buildings.]

4/13/1995: FBI: WTC, other attacks prove Islamic extremists can operate anywhere; confession reveals plot to hijack plane, fly it into the CIA

“The FBI’s [April 13, 1995] report [on global terrorism, quoted in The Washington Post on June 6, 2002] noted the vulnerability of the American homeland to attacks. 

It specifically cited [Yousef’s cohort] Murad’s confessed plot to hijack a plane and fly it into CIA headquarters as an example.…

The cable concluded: ‘Yousef’s group fits the mold for this new generation of Sunni Islamic terrorists.…The WTC bombing, the Manila plot, and the recent [Islamic Group] attack against [Egyptian president Hosni] Mubarak demonstrate that Islamic extremists can operate anywhere in the world. We believe the threat is not over.’”

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Pages 278–279

[Note: Still another terrorist plot to hijack a plane and fly it into a US building.]

5/11/1995: FBI: Terrorist Hakim wants to bomb WTC again

“As FBI agents Frank Pellegrino and Thomas Donlon noted in an FBI 302 [interview summary] transcribed on May 11, 1995, ‘[Yousef’s cohort] MURAD advised that RAMZI wanted to return to the United States in the future to bomb the World Trade Center a second time.’”

—Peter Lance, Cover Up, Page 46

7/15/1995: NIE: Loosely organized terrorist groups with help from individuals like bin Laden are the greatest emerging threat to national security

“A [July] 1995 National Intelligence Estimate [NIE] concluded that loosely organized, transnational terrorist groups, obtaining weapons, financing, and other forms of support from various governments, factions, and individual benefactors like bin Laden, posed the greatest emerging threat to national security.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—John Farmer, The Ground Truth, Page 20

[Note: The greatest emerging threat to our national security was reported as early as 1995.]

10/15/1995: FBI had not even opened a file on bin Laden until 1995; CIA already had forty thick file folders on him

“The FBI had not even opened a file on bin Laden until October 1995” at the same time, “the CIA had forty thick file folders on bin Laden. Although much of it was raw, and often not reliable, intelligence, it was an indicator to the FBI agents of how far behind the Bureau was in focusing on bin Laden and also illustrated once again how little information the CIA had shared [the following is from a footnote in the book].” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Gerald Posner, Why America Slept, Pages 114–115

[Note: By October 1995, the CIA has substantiated information about bin Laden.]

10/21/1995: Clinton issues secret order for intel agencies to join together and increase, integrate efforts to track bin Laden’s money, but they fail

“The effort to track the bin Laden group’s money began in earnest when President Bill Clinton signed a classified presidential order on Oct. 21, 1995. The secret order, Presidential Decision Directive [PDD] 42, ordered the Departments of Justice, State and Treasury, the National Security Council [NSC], the C.I.A. and other intelligence agencies to increase and integrate their efforts against international money laundering by terrorists and criminals. The government agencies joined together to try to penetrate the bin Laden network of businesses, charities, banks and front companies. They failed.”

—Tim Weiner and David Cay Johnston, “Roadblocks Cited in Efforts to Trace bin Laden’s Money,” The New York Times, September 20, 2001

11/12/1995: Clinton administration confused, unable to respond to a wave of bin Laden terrorist attacks that start on a US military base in Saudi Arabia

The attack on a US Military base in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on November 12, 1995, “was the beginning of a string of terrorist attacks by bin Laden and related terrorist groups that left the Clinton administration confused and unable to respond.”

—Bill Gertz, Breakdown, Pages 7–9

11/13/1995: Bin Laden followers kill seven with car bomb that injures US Saudi guard advisors 

“On November 13 [1995], a car bomb in Riyadh, widely attributed to followers of Osama bin Laden, kills seven people, including five Americans, and wounds several American advisers with Vinnell, the Carlyle-owned firm that trains the Saudi Arabian National Guard.”

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Page 303

1/15/1996: CIA forms elite bin Laden task force from more than eleven federal agencies, largest for a single terrorist

“In January 1996, a decision was taken by senior staff of the CIA’s 200-strong Counterterrorist Center…to form a special bin Laden taskforce. Ever since, the Osama bin Laden desk, manned by elite staff of more than eleven federal agencies, has mounted the largest, most expensive and most extensive investigation ever into a single individual charged with international terrorism.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Simon Reeve, The New Jackals, Pages 184–185

[Note: The CIA focuses on the danger of bin Laden back in 1996.]

4/30/1996: State Department report mentions bin Laden for first time, calls him “a major financier of terrorism”

“In its 1995 Patterns of Global Terrorism report [released on April 30, 1996], the State Department, for the first time, mentioned bin Laden, calling him ‘a major financier of terrorism.’”

—Richard Miniter, Losing Bin Laden, Page 106

6/25/1996: Bin Laden suspected in truck bombing at US military housing in Saudi Arabia, dozens killed

“On June 25, 1996, a truck bomb with five thousand pounds of explosives rocked the Khobar Towers military housing complex in Dharhan, Saudi Arabia, killing dozens of people, including nineteen American soldiers, and wounding more than five hundred others.…Again, bin Laden was suspected.”

—Craig Unger, House of Bush, House of Saud, Page 173

7/10/1996: Bin Laden calls Americans “main enemy” to Muslims worldwide; world reaching “beginning of war between Muslims and the United States”

“The Americans were the ‘main enemy’ of Muslims worldwide, an angry bin Laden told a British journalist [Robert Fisk, for an article published in The Independent on July 10, 1996] who visited him in an eastern Afghan mountain camp weeks after his arrival in Jalalabad. Saudi Arabian authorities were only ‘secondary enemies,’ he declared. As bin Laden saw it, the world had now reached ‘the beginning of war between Muslims and the United States.’”

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Page 326

8/23/1996: Bin Laden declares war on the US

Osama bin Laden declared war on the United States in a treatise written from Afghanistan. “[B]in Laden said, on August 23, 1996, in his ‘Declaration of War Against the Americans Occupying the Land of the Two Holy Places.’ The latest indignity—‘one of the worst catastrophes to befall the Muslims since the death of the Prophet’—was the presence of American and coalition troops in Saudi Arabia.”

—Lawrence Wright, The Looming Tower, Page 265

[Note: When inaugurated, George W. Bush should have known that bin Laden had already declared war on America.]

1/6/1997: Counterterrorist Center Commentary: “[E]fforts by Bin Laden suggests…taking steps to develop the capability to use” WMD

According to a recently declassified top secret Counterterrorist Center Commentary on January 6, 1997: “[Redacted] agents of Usama Bin Ladin purchased a container of uranium [redacted] but [redacted] bogus nuclear material [redacted] efforts by Bin Ladin suggests he is taking steps to develop the capability to use weapons of mass destruction (WMD)—possibly involving chemical agents and biological toxins as well as nuclear material—for terrorist operations, or may plan to give these substances to supporters.”

—CIA, “Terrorism: Usama Bin Ladin Trying to Develop WMD Capability,” (Counterterrorist Center Commentary), The Central Intelligence Agency’s 9/11 File: The National Security Archive, January 6, 1997



	1/20/1997: Democrat William J. Clinton inaugurated as president for a second term with Albert A. Gore, Jr. as vice president




2/15/1997: Bin Laden: Better to kill an American soldier than waste time on other matters

“In a February 1997 Arabic-language television interview, bin Laden declared, ‘If someone can kill an American soldier, it is better than wasting time on other matters.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Richard Miniter, Losing Bin Laden, Page 161

3/20/1997: Bin Laden declares jihad against “unjust, criminal, and tyrannical” US

“[I]n March [20, 1997], bin Laden had told reporter Peter Arnett on CNN that he had ‘declared jihad against the U.S. government because the U.S. government is unjust, criminal, and tyrannical.’”

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Page 275

5/15/1997: Tenet testifies to senate committee that US has been at war with bin Laden for a number of years

“Referring to bin Laden and other terror masters, the Director of Central Intelligence, George Tenet, had testified before a closed-door session of the Senate Appropriations Committee in May 1997. ‘I think we are already at war,’ he said. ‘We have been on a war footing for a number of years now.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Richard Miniter, Losing Bin Laden, Page 16

[Note: Tenet, who would become George W. Bush’s first CIA director, knew the danger of bin Laden as early as 1997.]

1/26/1998: NeoCons write to Clinton about ousting Hussein; Clinton makes token effort; George W. Bush sympathetic to NeoCon’s plea

“Following [neoconservative Douglas] Feith’s call for a war against the occupied Palestinians, [former Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard] Perle, Wolfowitz, [former Secretary of Defense] Rumsfeld, and a small group of neocons signed a letter to President Clinton [on January 26, 1998] pleading with him to make the ouster of Saddam Hussein the ‘aim of American foreign policy’ and to use military force.…Clinton, however, made only a token effort…But Perle and Wolfowitz soon found a sympathetic ear with [Texas Republican Governor] George W. Bush, and at the start of his candidacy he named them as top advisors to his foreign policy team, then being coordinated by [future National Security Advisor] Condoleezza Rice.”

—James Bamford, A Pretext for War, Pages 281–282

2/17/1998: Clinton speaks about Iraqi WMD; Hussein clearest example of terrorist threat

“In February [17] 1998, in a speech about the dangers of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction, Bill Clinton warned of ‘an unholy axis of terrorists, drug traffickers, and organized international criminals’ and said ‘there is no more clear example of this threat than Saddam Hussein.’”

—Stephen F. Hayes, Cheney, Page 319

[Note: Although President Clinton speaks on the danger of Hussein in early 1998, his warnings to Bush in December of 2000 were about bin Laden and Al-Qaeda.]

2/22/1998: Bin Laden fatwa: A “duty” for Muslims to kill any American, anywhere to liberate two mosques

From Osama bin Laden’s February 22, 1998, statement of jihad against Jews and Crusaders: “‘[I]n compliance with Allah’s order, we issue the following fatwa to all Muslims: The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies—civilians and military—is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Aqsa Mosque [in Jerusalem] and the holy mosque [Mecca] from their grip.’”

—Peter Bergen, The Osama bin Laden I Know, Pages 195–196

5/28/1998: Bin Laden says a “black day” for US coming, states will secede, collect their dead soldiers

“[I]n late May [28, 1998], he [Osama bin Laden] appeared on prime-time network news across the country, telling ABC’s John Miller, ‘We predict a black day for America and the end of the United States as United States, and [they] will be separate states, and will retreat from our land and collect the bodies of its sons back to America. Allah willing.’”

—James Bamford, A Pretext for War, Page 187

8/7/1998: Bombing at US Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania

“On August 7 [1998], the American embassies in Kenya and Tanzania were blown up by al-Qaeda followers, killing 224 people, including 12 Americans.”

—Philip Shenon, The Commission, Page 254

8/12/1998: Clinton told by advisors that bin Laden is seeking WMD to use against US installations 

On August 12, 1998, “The Small Group of presidential advisors meet with Clinton, reportedly with evidence that bin Laden is looking to obtain weapons of mass destruction and chemical weapons to use against US installations”

—“Hunting Bin Laden; Who is Bin Laden & What Does He Want? A Chronology of His Political Life,” PBS Frontline, accessed April 24, 2018

8/15/1998: After embassy attacks, Clinton secretly allows CIA, Afghan tribes to work together to capture, possibly kill, bin Laden

“In response to al Qaeda’s August 1998 bombing of American embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and Nairobi, Kenya, President Clinton issued several secret authorizations for the CIA to work with Afghan tribal elements to capture and if necessary kill Osama Bin Laden.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Jack Goldsmith, The Terror Presidency, Page 94

[Note: Clinton authorized the capture or killing of bin Laden.]

8/20/1998: US Treasury adds bin Laden to list of terrorists to shut down finances subsidizing his activities

On August 20, 1998, “US adds bin Laden’s name to list of terrorists whose funds are targeted for seizure by US Treasury in order to shut down the financial pipelines that allegedly subsidize bin Laden’s terrorist activities.”

—“Hunting Bin Laden; Who is Bin Laden & What Does He Want? A Chronology of His Political Life,” PBS Frontline, accessed April 24, 2018

8/20/1998: Clinton sends missiles into Afghanistan and puts sanctions on Al-Qaeda

“On the same day that we sent cruise missiles into Afghanistan [August 20, 1998], President Clinton signed Executive Order12 13099, imposing sanctions against Usama bin Laden and al Qaeda.”

—Richard Clarke, Against All Enemies, Page 190

9/15/1998: Reports in fall of 1998 mention bin Laden terror plans in US involving food, water, and planes

“A classified September 1998 threat report warned that in bin Laden’s next strike his operatives might fly an explosive-laden airplane into an American airport and blow it up. Another report that fall, unavailable to the public, highlighted a plot involving aircraft in New York and Washington.…Some of these threats against aviation targets were included in classified databases about bin Laden and his followers maintained by the FBI and the CIA.…Several classified reports that fall warned that bin Laden was considering a new attack using poisons in food, water, or the air shafts of American embassies. Aviation was an issue but not a priority.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Page 420

[Note: More intel that bin Laden’s operatives might be planning on flying a plane into American targets.]

10/31/1998: Clinton signs law to remove Hussein from power

“The Iraq Liberation Act declared that the goal of U.S. policy should be ‘to remove the regime headed by Saddam Hussein from power.’ The U.S. House of Representatives approved that legislation by a vote of 360 to 38. It passed the Senate without a single dissenting vote. Clinton signed the legislation into law [on October 31, 1998]. Regime change in Iraq was now the official policy of the United States.”

—Donald Rumsfeld, Known and Unknown, Page 417

12/1/1998: Intel community warns of bin Laden terror plans for inside US, that he is recruiting operatives

“On December 1 [1998], an intelligence community assessment of [Usama] bin Laden [UBL] warned, ‘UBL is actively planning against U.S. targets…Multiple reports indicate UBL is keenly interested in striking the U.S. on its own soil…Al Qaeda is recruiting operatives for attacks in the U.S. but has not yet identified potential targets.’”

—James Bamford, A Pretext for War, Page 211

12/16/1998: Clinton explains strikes against Iraq

“In a prime-time address from the Oval Office in December [16] 1998, President Clinton explained [why he launched Operation Desert Fox, a series of strikes against Iraq]: ‘The hard fact is that so long as Saddam remains in power, he threatens the well-being of his people, the peace of his region, the security of the world. The best way to end that threat once and for all is with a new Iraqi government—a government ready to live in peace with its neighbors, a government that respects the rights of its people.…Heavy as they are, the costs of action must be weighed against the price of inaction. If Saddam defies the world and we fail to respond, we will face a far greater threat in the future. Saddam will strike again at his neighbors. He will make war on his own people. And mark my words, he will develop weapons of mass destruction. He will deploy them, and he will use them.’”

—George W. Bush, Decision Points, Page 227

[Note: The above quote from George W. Bush’s book doesn’t mention that twenty-four months later, Clinton informed him that the biggest terrorist danger to our country was bin Laden, not Hussein.]

12/21/1998: State Department aide says bin Laden to retaliate on DC and NY for the US hitting his headquarters

“Intelligence sources tell TIME [on December 21, 1998] they have evidence that bin Laden may be planning his boldest move yet—a strike on Washington or possibly New York City in an eye-for-an-eye retaliation. ‘We’ve hit his headquarters, now he hits ours,’ says a State Department aide.”

—Douglas Waller, “Inside The Hunt For Osama,” Time magazine, December 21, 1998

12/24/1998: Administration lawyers say the president’s assassination order didn’t violate assassination ban on bin Laden if he is an imminent threat

“By Christmas Eve 1998, President Clinton had authorized the CIA to allow America’s tribal allies [in Afghanistan] to kill bin Laden if they could not capture him, overriding the objections of some that this order violated the assassination ban. Administration lawyers concluded that the assassination ban would not be broken if the United States acted in self-defense under international law against an imminent threat of attack.”

—John Yoo, War By Other Means, Page 59

[Note: Clinton tried again to kill bin Laden; the rationale being the imminent threat of an attack.]

1/11/1999: Bin Laden: Religious duty to get nukes, chemical weapons

In an interview conducted by journalist Rahimullah Yusufzai that was printed in Time magazine on January 11, 1999, Osama bin Laden said: “‘Acquiring nuclear and chemical weapons is a religious duty.’”

—Peter Bergen, The Osama bin Laden I Know, Page 337

1/15/1999: Bin Laden: War on US “has just begun”

Regarding the August 1998 bombings of two American embassies in Kenya and in Tanzania, bin Laden said in a January 1999 interview: “‘The war [on the United States] has just begun.’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—James Bamford, A Pretext for War, Page 167

2/2/1999: Tenet: No doubt bin Laden is planning new attacks, kidnappings, assassinations, WMD use

“There was ‘not the slightest doubt’ that bin Laden was planning new attacks, [CIA director George] Tenet said [in a statement to the Senate Armed Services Committee on February 2, 1999, titled ‘Current and Projected National Security Threats’]. The CIA director issued this warning in public and in private. He saw evidence that bin Laden had contacts inside the United States. Tenet anticipated ‘bombing attempts with conventional explosives,’ he told Congress and the White House. Bin Laden’s operatives were also ‘capable of kidnappings and assassinations.’ He worried that al Qaeda might acquire and use weapons of mass destruction. Tenet believed a chemical or biological [CB] attack by bin Laden or his allies was now a ‘serious prospect.’”

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Page 453

[Note: Two years before George W. Bush became president, Bush’s CIA director-to-be had no doubt bin Laden was a threat to our country.]

3/27/1999: UN: Inspectors effective in ensuring that Iraq did not rebuild weapons program

In a report dated March 27, 1999, a United Nations panel “concluded that ‘the bulk of Iraq’s proscribed weapons programmes has been eliminated’ and suggested that the presence of inspectors was the most effective way to provide assurance that Iraq did not retain, acquire or rebuild prohibited weapons. The panel warned against believing that any system could bring 100-percent certainty and suggested a concentration on the remaining priority tasks. The system could range from routine monitoring to very intrusive inspection. The panel cautioned that any information should be assessed ‘strictly on the basis of its credibility and relevance to the mandate’ and that the relationship to intelligence providers should be one-way only, even if it was recognized that some dialogue was necessary. The report demanded effectiveness, but warned against unnecessary confrontation. The legal framework for UNSCOM could remain, just in ‘renovated’ form.”

—Hans Blix, Disarming Iraq, Pages 38–39

8/6/1999: CBS reports that US intel sources think that bin Laden now has resources to strike US soil

“[O]n 6 August 1999, CBS reported, ‘U.S. intelligence sources say they have made a fundamental shift in their assessment of terrorist leader Osama bin Laden. Once confident that bin Laden only had enough resources to strike targets overseas, like the East Africa embassies that are still under repair, they now believe he has the money and people to strike in the continental United States as well.’”

—Michael Scheuer, Through Our Enemies’ Eyes, Page 203

[Note: A notable shift in our intelligence assessment increasing the danger bin Laden could strike the United States.]

9/15/1999: LOC prepares report stating bin Laden could hijack airliner and fly them into government buildings

In September 1999, a report prepared by the Library of Congress for the National Intelligence Council (NIC) said: “Osama bin Laden’s terrorists could hijack an airliner and fly it into government buildings like the Pentagon. ‘Suicide bomber(s) belonging to al-Qaida’s Martyrdom Battalion could crash-land an aircraft packed with high explosives (C-4 and semtex) into the Pentagon, the headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), or the White House,’” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—John Solomon, Associated Press, “Attack Foreseen in 1999,” The Berkeley Daily Planet, May 18, 2002

[Note: Another intelligence warning that bin Laden could use planes to attack US buildings such as the Pentagon.]

10/26/1999: Clarke’s Counterrerrorism Security Group “urged” to be creative about preventing bin Laden attacks on US territory

“On October 26 [1999], Clarke’s CSG [Counterrerrorism Security Group] took the unusual step of holding a meeting dedicated to trying ‘to evaluate the threat of a terrorist attack in the United States by the Usama bin Ladin network.’ The CSG members were ‘urged to be as creative as possible in their thinking’ about preventing a Bin Ladin attack on U.S. territory.”

—9/11 Commission, The 9/11 Commission Report, July 22, 2004, Page 127

[Note: Clarke working to prevent a bin Laden attack on US territory.]

12/15/1999: UN council authorizes monitoring of Iraq’s weapons program

“In December 1999, the UN Security Council authorized the setting up of United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) to monitor Iraq’s weapons programmes and to identify any remaining disarmament tasks. Hans Blix, a veteran Swedish diplomat and former director general of the IAEA, was put in charge of UNMOVIC.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Ali A. Allawi, The Occupation of Iraq, Page 71

12/15/1999: US offers $5M for information leading to arrest of bin Laden, names him “public enemy number one”

“Counterterrorism czar Richard Clarke strongly championed a plan to raise the reward for information leading to the arrest of bin Laden from $2.5 million to $5 million. At the time, it was the highest monetary amount allowed by federal law for a wanted man. President Clinton agreed to Clarke’s plan. By December 1999, bin Laden was officially public enemy number one.” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Richard Miniter, Losing Bin Laden, Page 192

[Note: Clarke pushed for an increased reward for the arrest of bin Laden; Clinton agreed.]

1/31/2000: Clarke’s Counterrerrorism Security Group devoted to possible Al-Qaeda airline hijacking

“After the 1999–2000 millennium [terror] alerts, when the nation had relaxed, Clarke held a meeting of his Counterterrorism Security Group [on January 31, 2000] devoted largely to the possibility of a possible airline hijacking by al Qaeda.”

—9/11 Commission, The 9/11 Commission Report, July 22, 2004, page 345

9/15/2000: Think tank backed by Cheney, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, and Jeb Bush makes clear George W. Bush administration plans to take control of Gulf region

“It is absolutely clear from the letter and other documents like ‘Rebuilding America’s Defences’, [sic] which was written in September 2000 and drawn up by the same think-tank backed by Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Paul Wolfowitz and Jeb Bush [the Project for the New American Century], that the [George W.] Bush administration was planning to take military control of the Gulf region. The document states that ‘while the unresolved conflict with Iraq provides the immediate justification, the need for a substantial American force presence in the Gulf transcends the issue of the regime of Saddam Hussein’,” [The fifteenth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Clare Short, An Honourable Deception?, Pages 92–93

[Note: Less than two months before George W. Bush was first elected president, he was planning to take military control of the Gulf region.]

10/12/2000: Al-Qaeda bombs USS Cole, seventeen sailors killed

“On the morning of October 12 [2000], two al Qaeda suicide bombers load a device made of C-4 explosive into a small skiff and take off across the harbor in Aden, Yemen. The U.S.S. Cole, an advanced guided missile destroyer, is at the refueling dock. As the skiff approaches the ship…the bomb detonates, blowing a four-story hole in the side of the ship. The two bombers and seventeen U.S. sailors are killed.”

—Peter Lance, Triple Cross, Timeline, Page 29

10/15/2000: CIA: Al-Qaeda’s goal is to destroy US; they will get stronger if their safe haven not attacked

“‘We’ve got to change the rules,’ the CIA’s [unidentified] bin Laden unit chief argued in the aftermath [of the USS Cole bombing on October 12, 2000]. It was time for the agency to try to break the policy stalemate about the Taliban. Al Qaeda was growing, and its sanctuary in Afghanistan allowed ever more ambitious operations. Within the CIA and at interagency White House sessions the Counterterrorist Center officers spoke starkly. ‘Al Qaeda is training and planning in Afghanistan, and their goal is to destroy the United States,’ they declared, as one official recalled it. ‘Unless we attack their safe haven, they are going to get continually stronger and stronger.’”

—Steve Coll, Ghost Wars, Page 538

10/25/2000: DOD trains for plane hitting the Pentagon

“In late October 2000, in an ironic precursor of things to come, the Department of Defense [DOD] conducted a mass casualty (MASCAL) exercise simulating the impact of a plane hitting the Pentagon.” [The twenty-fifth of the month used for date sorting purposes only.]

—Peter Lance, 1000 Years For Revenge, Page 400

[Note: Prescient DOD training.]

11/6/2000: George W. Bush: Military should be prepared to prevent war

On November 6, 2000, the day before the [presidential] election, Republican nominee George W. “Bush told an enthusiastic crowd in Chattanooga, Tennessee: ‘Let me tell you what else I’m worried about: I’m worried about an opponent who uses nation-building and the military in the same sentence [emphasis added]. See, our view of the military is for our military to be properly prepared to fight and win war and, therefore, prevent war from happening in the first place.’”

—Stefan Halper and Jonathan Clarke, America Alone, Page 135

As you have read, fifteen years prior to George W. Bush’s election as president, the governments of Reagan, H. W. Bush, and Clinton had experience dealing with Iraq, bin Laden, Al-Qaeda, Middle Eastern oil, and Hussein.

A few of President Clinton’s concerns were touched on in the quotes of January 15, 1993, January 26, 1998, February 17, 1998, and August 12, 1998. Further proving that concern, Clinton signed the United States 1998 Iraq Liberation Act (whose goal was Iraq regime change). In late December 1998, Clinton ordered missile strikes against Iraq. 

Shifting his main focus from Hussein to bin Laden and Al-Qaeda, in late 1999 Clinton offered a $5 million reward for information leading to the arrest of bin Laden. Then, a month before Bush’s inauguration, Clinton and his people told Bush and his senior staff that the number one terrorist risk our country faced, and the biggest terrorist threat Bush and his new administration, would be dealing with would be bin Laden and Al-Qaeda. It’s notable that nearing the end of his presidency, Clinton, given all the intel he had received, knew that bin Laden might use planes as weapons to crash into our buildings and was focused on bin Laden and Al-Qaeda, not Hussein.
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