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The Globe Theatre Reopened!
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“The King of Drama,” William Shakespeare, was a partner in the Globe Theatre, which was the leading place for performances of his plays. Over the years, these walls have seen audiences weeping during performances of Romeo and Juliet, delighted by jokes in The Comedy of Errors, and terrified by scenes in The Tempest.
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Kenny’s father was an accountant in a large firm. He joked that he was a human calculator, constantly buried underneath paperwork and accounts. In the evenings, however, he turned into someone quite different; he became an actor. Kenny’s father had a dream—that one day he would have the chance to act in one of Shakespeare’s plays, for Shakespeare was his idol.
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One day, his dream came true. He was to play Bottom, a character in Shakespeare’s play A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
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Kenny’s father was excited—he finally had the chance to show his son what a play was all about. They set off in the morning to the theatre for rehearsal, where Kenny’s father murmured his lines and practised his actions in front of a mirror.


Kenny entertained himself by exploring the theatre that was rebuilt according to the original design in the 16th century. It was different from the ordinary modern theatre, being circular, made of wood, having a centre platform stage and an open thatched roof. Tonight was opening night, so the magnificent curtain hung behind the stage and the props were piled high. Curious, Kenny climbed onto the stage, poking and prodding at the unknown objects.


“Ohhhh!” Not noticing the hole in the stage, Kenny took one step into the hole and vanished.
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“William! Are you asleep?” John Shakespeare shook his son awake. John was once a farmer, later moving to Stratford as a glove merchant. He made a good living, and money was plentiful. He also bought land and dabbled in politics, eventually becoming the high bailiff of Stratford-on-Avon. That day John had brought his son to watch the touring acting company set up stage and prepare for their performances. William had dozed off among the activity going on around him.
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William opened his eyes to find himself surrounded by a flurry of commotion and costumed characters singing on stage. The audience was mesmerised by the play, laughing and crying out in delight. A sleepy and confused William asked his father, “Where are we? Why am I here?”
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