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Neil Smith was born on April 10, 1966 in New Orleans, Louisiana and has always been extremely close to his family, especially his mom Lutisha. Neil was an all-area and all-district football and basketball player at McDonough 35 High School in New Orleans. Neil graduated and went on to play football for the Cornhuskers of the University of Nebraska, where he earned All-American honora. In the 1988 NFL draft, he was selected second overall by the Kansas City Chiefs for whom he played nine seasons. He joined the Denver Broncos in 1997 as an unrestricted free agent, and helped them defeat the Green Bay Packers in Super Bowl XXXII. Neil has appeared in six Pro Bowls. Neil has been involved in various community outreach projects directed toward youth and serves as the national spokesman for the "Yes I Can" Foundation, which encourages, enhances and empowers children and youth with disabilities to attain their greatest potential. In 1995, Smith, who is dyslexic, received the Lab School of Washington’s 11th Annual Outsanding Learning Disabled Achievers Award.

 


Brad Hamann is a regular contributor to Sports illustrated for Kids. A native New Yorker and graduated of Parson’s School of Design he is also an illustrator and graphic artist.

 


Jerry Hirt is an illustrator with a passion for sports. His award-winning designs and art are also featured in over 25 sports titles.
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Struggles from Childhood to the NFL

 


- A Life Lesson’s Book -

Neil Smith is known as one of the most fearsome tacklers and sack artists in the history of the National Football League. Over the past decade, the sound of Neil’s footsteps has often been the last thing NFL quarterbacks hear before they are sacked. In this book for young readers, he shares a very personal and inspiring story that is not just about football. In Yes I Can!, Neil reveals his success formula for overcoming adversity and becoming a true winner in the biggest game of all, the game of life.

Neil has faced many obstacles along the way, but none tougher than his battle with dyslexia, a learning disability that made it difficult for him to read and that caused him to be labeled "dummy" by classmates. His struggle to earn a high school diploma, his determination to go to college, and his dream of playing in the NFL present Neil with a series of challenges that end up teaching him the real meaning of courage.

Becoming a success in life is not only about hard work, but about learning to make the right choices for ourselves at critical moments. Neil explains how important it is to have a good self image, and how with the help of a loving and supportive family, he was able to overcome his fears and self doubts.

Through the felling of his own story, from his childhood in New Orleans to his ultimate victory in the Super Bowl, Neil shows kids that despite the obstacles every one of us faces, we should never let anything stop us from believing and shouting out, Yes I Can!
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Cover photo courtesy of Daniel Gluskoter. 
Photo Credits: All photos are courtesy of Neil Smith except: 
Brian Bahr/Allsport, p.p. 3, 36, back cover; Players Inc., p.p. 4; LSU Photo Archives, p.p. 9; University of Nebraska, p.p. 16, 17; 
Tim Umphrey, p.p. 21, 23, 26, 32; Daniel Gluskoter, p.p. 24; Chris Dennis, p.p. 28, 29, 37; Gary Carson, p.p. 34, 35. 
The NFL team names, logos, helmets, and uniform designs are trademarks of their respective teams.
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