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Sour Rain


Dash the Mint Fairy poked her head out her window. The rain was coming down hard in Peppermint Grove. All the candy mint plants and trees were pushed low to the ground from the heavy rain. “This is a minty mess,” Dash grumbled.


She pulled the window closed and leaned back in her chair. There had been rainy times before in Sugar Valley, but this was the longest stretch of rain she could remember. It had been raining for weeks. She looked out the window again and saw a sugar fly. She let the little messenger in and read the note.


Berry the Fruit Fairy had written that she would fly by soon with a surprise. Dash smiled. She wasn’t sure how Berry was getting to Peppermint Grove. During this rainy time all the Candy Fairies had to be very careful. If a fairy’s wings got wet, she couldn’t fly. Leave it to her clever friend Berry to come up with a great idea.


Her friends had not gathered for Sun Dip for three days. Dash missed seeing her friends. She couldn’t wait for Berry to come.


“It’s not looking so mint,” she said with a heavy sigh as she watched the rain fall. “What do you think, Hopper?” Dash asked. She put her hand out to the little creamy-white bunny she had found at her doorstep the day before. The little animal was wet and cold, so Dash had brought her inside. Once she had dried her off, she was fluff ier than Dash had imagined, and Dash decided to call her Hopper. “You don’t like the rain either,” she said.
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The little white bunny snuggled into Dash’s hand.


“The rain had better stop if the Mint Jubilee is going to happen in the grove,” Dash said. Right now this was no place for a royal party.


In five days the Mint Jubilee was going to be in Candy Kingdom. When Princess Lolli and Prince Scoop, the ruling fairy princess and prince of Candy Kingdom, told her about the plans, Dash was superexcited. A mint celebration was always a good idea!


And Princess Lolli was happy to announce that her parents, Queen Sweetie and King Crunch, were coming from Sugar Kingdom for the grand party. The queen usually hosted the royal Mint Jubilee, so it was a big honor for Princess Lolli and Prince Scoop to have the party in Sugar Valley this year. Lolli planned to have a mint tea party for the royal family and the Candy Fairies in Peppermint Grove. Dash’s job was to work on the mint candy wrapper designs with Pepper and Spera. But so far, those two fairies had not liked a single one of her drawings.


Dash was getting concerned about where the jubilee would be if the rain kept up. She wanted the party to be outside in Peppermint Grove with all the beautiful pink-and-white mints and green mint leaves. She held Hopper up to the window. “The rain had better stop soon,” she said sadly.


Hopper twisted her little pink nose. Her long whiskers tickled Dash’s fingers.


“At least we can keep dry inside,” Dash told her. “But I miss my friends. You can meet Berry soon. You’ll like her.” Dash gave Hopper a piece of mint candy to nibble on and then read a book that Raina the Gummy Fairy had given her, called The Minty Clue. Raina loved books. She even had her own library and looked after the treasured Fairy Code Book.


After a few chapters Dash looked out the window again. “You should know that Berry is always late, though,” she told Hopper. “Chances are, she will be wearing a new outfit when she comes. She is the most stylish Candy Fairy.”


Just then there was a knock at Dash’s door.


Dash flew to the door, and her mouth fell open when she saw Berry. Berry was wearing a bright watermelon-colored poncho that covered her wings, and she was holding a huge orange-and-yellow umbrella.


“Holy peppermint!” Dash exclaimed.


“And I have the same outfit for you,” Berry said, grinning. “But yours is red and white!”
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Berry flew inside and handed Dash her package. “Try it on,” Berry said. “We may not be able to enjoy a colorful Sun Dip, but we can definitely brighten Sugar Valley up with some colorful rain gear.”


“This is sugar-tastic!” Dash cried. “You made all these?”


“Sure as sugar,” Berry said. “I like working with fruit leather, which turns out to be excellent material for keeping off the rain.” Berry removed her poncho and fluttered her wings. “And keeping wings dry,” she added.


Dash slipped on her poncho and twirled her umbrella open. “This is so mint! Is everyone coming tonight?”


Berry nodded. “I just made deliveries to Gummy Forest, Chocolate Woods, and Caramel Hills,” she said. “Raina, Cocoa, and Melli are in for tonight. It is going to be a supersweet Sun Dip.”


Hopper stuck her head out of Dash’s dress pocket.


“Hello!” Berry said, looking down at the white fluffball. “Who are you?”


Dash laughed. “I took this little bunny in when the rain got bad last night,” she explained. “I guess Candy Fairies aren’t the only ones who don’t like the rain. Minty bunnies don’t either!”


“You can come too!” Berry said to the little white animal. “It will be a wet Sun Dip, but a happy one since we will be together. We’re going to meet at the shed near Lollipop Landing.”


“Hopper and I will be there,” Dash said.


Berry walked over to Dash’s table. “Sweet strawberries! Are these your mint candy-wrapper designs? These are sugar-tastic,” she said.


“Spera and Pepper won’t think so,” Dash mumbled.


“Oh, who cares what those bitter Mint Fairies think?” Berry said. “You did a great job. All that counts is whether Princess Lolli loves the designs. And she will. These are fantastic.”


Dash wished she could be more like Berry and not care so much what other fairies thought, but Spera and Pepper had really not been nice when they met up the week before. The two older fairies made Dash feel uncomfortable when they were talking about her small size and making fun of her. Being small had nothing to do with having a good design for the candy wrappers! The two Mint Fairies were not as interested in helping as they were in gossiping and rolling their eyes at Dash. Dash was dreading seeing them again. She wished one of her true friends were working on the project with her.
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