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  Frontispiece: A Ugandan Ministry of Health inspector reviews records with a hospital doctor, Kampala.
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  Today’s Africa is a mosaic of effective democracy and desperate despotism, immense wealth and abysmal poverty, conscious modernity and mired traditionalism, bitter conflict and vast arenas of peace, and enormous promise and abiding failure. Generalizations are more difficult to apply to Africa or Africans than elsewhere. The continent, especially the sub-Saharan two-thirds of its immense landmass, presents enormous physical, political, and human variety. From snow-capped peaks to intricate patches of remaining jungle, from desolate deserts to the greatest rivers, and from the highest coastal sand dunes anywhere to teeming urban conglomerations, Africa must be appreciated from myriad perspectives. Likewise, its peoples come in every shape and size, govern themselves in several complicated manners, worship a host of indigenous and imported gods, and speak thousands of original and five or six derivative common languages. To know Africa is to know nuance and complexity.




  There are 54 nation-states that belong to the African Union, 49 of which are situated within the sub-Saharan mainland or on its offshore islands. No other continent has so many countries, political divisions, or members of the General Assembly of the United Nations. No other continent encompasses so many distinctively different peoples or spans such geographical disparity. On no other continent have so many innocent civilians lost their lives in intractable civil wars—15 million since 1991 in such places as Algeria, Angola, the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Sudan. No other continent has so many disparate natural resources (from cadmium, cobalt, and copper to petroleum and zinc) and so little to show for their frenzied exploitation. No other continent has proportionally so many people subsisting (or trying to) on less than $2 a day. But then no other continent has been so beset by HIV/AIDS (30 percent of all adults in southern Africa), by tuberculosis, by malaria (prevalent almost everywhere), and by less well-known scourges such as schistosomiasis (liver fluke), several kinds of filariasis, river blindness, trachoma, and trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness).




  Africa is among the most Christian continents, but it also is home to more Muslims than the Middle East. Apostolic and Pentecostal churches are immensely powerful. So are Sufi brotherhoods. Yet traditional African religions are still influential. So is a belief in spirits and witches (even among Christians and Muslims), in faith healing and in alternative medicine. Polygamy remains popular. So does the practice of female circumcision and other long-standing cultural preferences. Africa cannot be well understood without appreciating how village life still permeates the great cities and how urban pursuits engulf villages. Africa can no longer be considered predominantly rural, agricultural, or wild; more than half of its peoples live in towns and cities.




  Political leaders must cater to both worlds, old and new. They and their followers must join the globalized, Internet-penetrated world even as they remain rooted appropriately in past modes of behavior, obedient to dictates of family, lineage, tribe, and ethnicity. This duality often results in democracy or at least partially participatory democracy. Equally often it develops into autocracy. Botswana and Mauritius have enduring democratic governments. In Benin, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zambia fully democratic pursuits are relatively recent and not yet sustainably implanted. Algeria, Cameroon, Chad, the Central African Republic, Egypt, the Sudan, and Tunisia are authoritarian entities run by strongmen. Zimbabweans and Equatorial Guineans suffer from even more venal rule. Swazis and Moroccans are subject to the real whims of monarchs. Within even this vast sweep of political practice there are still more distinctions. The partial democracies represent a spectrum. So does the manner in which authority is wielded by kings, by generals, and by long-entrenched civilian autocrats.
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  The democratic countries are by and large better developed and more rapidly growing economically than those ruled by strongmen. In Africa there is an association between the pursuit of good governance and beneficial economic performance. Likewise, the natural resource wealth curse that has afflicted mineral-rich countries such as the Congo and Nigeria has had the opposite effect in well-governed places like Botswana. Nation-states open to global trade have done better than those with closed economies. So have those countries with prudent managements, sensible fiscal arrangements, and modest deficits. Overall, however, the bulk of African countries have suffered in terms of reduced economic growth from the sheer fact of being tropical, beset by disease in an enervating climate where there is an average of one trained physician to every 13,000 persons. Many lose growth prospects, too, because of the absence of navigable rivers, the paucity of ocean and river ports, barely maintained roads, and few and narrow railroads. Moreover, 15 of Africa’s countries are landlocked, without comfortable access to relatively inexpensive waterborne transport. Hence, imports and exports for much of Africa are more expensive than elsewhere as they move over formidable distances. Africa is the most underdeveloped continent because of geographical and health constraints that have not yet been overcome, because of ill-considered policies, because of the sheer number of separate nation-states (a colonial legacy), and because of poor governance.




  Africa’s promise is immense, and far more exciting than its achievements have been since a wave of nationalism and independence in the 1960s liberated nearly every section of the continent. Thus, the next several decades of the 21st century are ones of promise for Africa. The challenges are clear: to alleviate grinding poverty and deliver greater real economic goods to larger proportions of people in each country, and across all countries; to deliver more of the benefits of good governance to more of Africa’s peoples; to end the destructive killing fields that run rampant across so much of Africa; to improve educational training and health services; and to roll back the scourges of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. Every challenge represents an opportunity with concerted and bountiful Western assistance to transform the lives of Africa’s vulnerable and resourceful future generations.
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    This young student in Rwanda is learning to read and write with the aid of a chalkboard. Education, the key to unlocking the potential of individuals, can also play a crucial role in improving political, social, and economic conditions throughout sub-Saharan Africa.


  




  1 OVERVIEW: THE PROMISE OF EDUCATION IN AFRICA




  Observers inside and outside Africa characterize education on the continent as being in a state of crisis. By many indications, this is accurate. There are over 40 million children in Africa who are not in school. Schools are ill equipped, suffering shortages of most types of supplies, from chalk and textbooks to library books and lab chemicals. A large number of schools, especially at lower primary grades, hold classes outside under trees. A significant percentage of schools have no water or electricity, let alone a telephone, photocopier, or computer.




  At the same time, tremendous progress has been made in eliminating the discriminatory practices that were the norm as recently as 40 years ago, which kept African children out of school. Across the continent, education systems have experimented with more relevant curricula, revamped examination systems, forged regional research networks, and instituted democratic school governance models.




  Education serves as a social control, reproducing society and reflecting all its inequalities. But education also offers a critique of society and can change or even revolutionize it. Education has the power to liberate individuals; literacy can open the world and help people reach their potential. For a society emerging from an oppressive system of government, education can be crucial in the definition and pursuit of a new vision. Education can be the promise of lasting peace. It is seen as the means to improve a country’s standard of living because it develops “human capital.” Education is a prerequisite for engagement on the global stage.




  NO PANACEA




  Some people believe that education can provide the cure for every social ill, be it unemployment, poor economic conditions, or social unrest. This is a misconception, albeit one that is widely held in many parts of the world, including Africa.
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    Students at the Karimba School in northern Kenya.


  




  Very often when we speak of education we really mean schooling, even though education is much more than that. Education takes place in many settings other than a classroom. It occurs through formal and informal processes, on the job, at cultural events, through the media, and at community gatherings.




  The education statistics from Africa are often conflicting and incomplete. At times statistics refer to the whole continent, including North Africa, while at other times the data includes only sub-Saharan African countries. Generally, there are fewer educational opportunities in sub-Saharan Africa than in the northern part of the continent, and this is reflected in lower enrollment figures when data from just sub-Saharan Africa is used. In addition to this limitation, local data is difficult to find, and there is usually significant variation in educational experiences across regions of a single country. It should be kept in mind that while the statistics provide windows for understanding educational conditions in Africa, they do not capture the full reality. It is important also to learn about the numerous initiatives in Africa that aim to fulfill the many promises of education on the continent.




  2 EDUCATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN AFRICA AND THE WORLD




  In 2000, 189 member states of the United Nations (UN) committed themselves to a set of eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs aim to reduce extreme poverty in its many forms by 2015. Since education is seen as a way out of poverty for individuals and societies, two of the goals pertain to education. Goal 2 is to achieve universal primary education. The target is to ensure that all children, regardless of gender or circumstance, can complete primary school. Goal 3 is to promote gender equality and empower women. The focus is on ensuring gender parity—that is, that an equal proportion of females and males are enrolled in each level of education.




  In addition to the MDGs, various countries have pledged to support education through the Education for All (EFA) initiative, launched in 1990 at the World Conference on Education for All in Jomtein, Thailand. The follow-up EFA Conference in Dakar, Senegal, in 2000 conceded that most countries had fallen far short of the EFA goals, and 164 governments recommitted themselves by signing the Dakar Framework for Action. While the MDGs cover a wide range of development issues, including education, the more detailed and ambitious EFA goals are focused solely on education.




  Responsibility for monitoring progress toward the achievement of the MDGs and the EFA goals falls to governments as well as international bodies, including various arms of the United Nations Development Programme, UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), UNICEF (the United Nations Children’s Fund), and the UN Millennium Project, an independent advisory body to the UN. The reports issued by these organizations provide data and analysis on Africa’s educational situation and offer a basis for comparison with other regions of the world.




  

    

      DAKAR EDUCATION FOR ALL FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION




      (i)  expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and education, especially for the most


      vulnerable and disadvantaged children;




      (ii)  ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances, and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete free and compulsory primary education of good quality;




      (iii)  ensuring that the learning needs of all young people and adults are met through equitable access to appropriate


      learning and life skills programs;




      (iv)  achieving a 50 percent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015, especially for women, and equitable access to basic and continuing education for all adults;




      (v)  eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good quality;




      (vi)  improving all aspects of the quality of education and ensuring excellence of all so that recognized and measurable learning outcomes are achieved by all, especially in literacy, numeracy, and essential life skills.


    


  




  PREPRIMARY EDUCATION




  Access to preprimary education is very limited in sub-Saharan Africa. Preprimary schooling is most available in urban areas, and because of the costs it is often only accessible to wealthier households. “On average, a child in Africa can expect only 0.3 years of pre-primary schooling,” states the 2005 EFA Global Monitoring Report, “compared to 1.6 years in Latin America and the Caribbean and 2.2 years in North America and Western Europe.”
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    In Uganda, as in most developing countries, more boys attend school than girls. Often, girls are needed at home to gather water and help run the household.


  




  PRIMARY SCHOOLING




  A child in Europe or North America will, on average, receive five more years of schooling than a child in sub-Saharan Africa. Africa has the lowest enrollment ratios of any region of the world at both the primary and secondary levels. (Enrollment ratio is calculated by dividing the number of students enrolled by the total number of children of eligible age.) Among African boys of primary school age, approximately 70 percent were enrolled during 2002–2003; for African girls the figure was 63 percent. Only about 10 sub-Saharan African countries have achieved universal primary education; in 19 countries more than half of all children will not complete primary education.




  The gender gap is the difference between the enrollment ratio for males and the enrollment ratio for females. One of the MDGs is to eliminate this gap, which varies between countries and regions. At the primary level, all regions except Europe and North America have higher enrollment ratios for males; Europe has gender parity, while the figures for North America are skewed by higher female enrollment ratios in several Central American countries. Among African countries, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Rwanda, Botswana, Namibia, and Lesotho have more females enrolled than males at the primary level.
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    a.  Net enrollment ratios count only pupils of the official school age, and therefore figures cannot be greater than 100%.
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TABLE 1
PRIMARY NET ENROLLMENT RATIOS
BY REGION"

REeGION ENROLLMENT RATIO GENDER GAP
TorAL MALE FEMALE

Africa 60 60 60 0

Asia 93 94 90 -4
Oceania 87 86 88 +2
Europe 88 88 89 +1
North America 92 90 94 +4
South America® 85 85 86 +1






OEBPS/Images/fig004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/fig003a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/logo.jpg





