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Has a perfect season!


2011


Signs a contract with the Detroit Tigers for $14 million.


2010


Stars to play with the Houston Astros.


2008


Plays in his first All-Star Game.


2007


Begins to play in the Majors.


2003


The Arizona Diamondbacks sign him to play in the minors.


1997


Born on July 24 in San Pedro de Macoris.


1978
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Chapter 1


BASEBALL, THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND JOSÉ VALVERDE


José Valverde is one of the best relief pitchers in baseball today. Valverde has done amazing things in his baseball career. He’s pitched in the All-Star Game. He’s won awards and made millions of dollars. Valverde even had a perfect season in 2011!


Today, Valverde is a baseball star. He’s known all across the United States, and even around the world. But he didn’t start out in America. His roots are in the Dominican Republic. He was born there, and he grew up there—and the Dominican Republic’s rich baseball heritage helped him become the amazing baseball star he is today.


Baseball in the Dominican Republic


Historians aren’t exactly sure how baseball first came to the island, but they know it’s been there since at least 1880.
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