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  Introduction

  Making mosaics may be one of the most lighthearted crafts one can pursue because it involves gluing, painting, and assembling a picture—all the joyful activities of childhood. Mosaics are also fun because they incorporate broken pieces of tiles, ceramics, pottery, and more into works of art.

  Mosaic making is similar in nature to both stained glass making and quilting. Cutting your own glass can provide you with a wide range of colors and shapes for your mosaic tiles. Stained glass designs, which have simple, bold lines, also tend to work well for mosaics. Quilt patterns also work well for mosaic designs because the basic unit for both is a square. Unlike in the arts of stained glass and quilting, however, the edges do not need to fit together perfectly in mosaics. Nothing, in fact, has to be exact when it comes to mosaics.

  There are several levels of projects in this book. The simplest ones, like the light-switch plates, introduce you to nontoxic glues and don’t require cutting tiles or grouting. Projects such as these are suitable for children under adult supervision.
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    Light-switch plate with molded tiles and glass beads and cross with beach glass.

  

  

  
    We then move on to cutting and shaping tiles and laying them out in a design.
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    You will also practice using different adhesives to secure your tiles to your base.
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      One of the most important things to remember when making mosaics is that once the glue dries, you cannot move the tiles again—ever. Gluing tiles directly onto a base is called the direct method of making mosaics.
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      After you master the direct method, you’ll learn the indirect (or reverse) method. This method is used when you want to create a flat surface or you need to pick up and move the mosaic to the base, such as a wall.
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      For the indirect method, you will cut tiles and lay them face down on transparent contact paper, which is an effective way to make a mosaic. You can see the design through the clear, sticky paper, making it easy to rearrange tiles and work out problems before you glue all the tiles in place.
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      This mosaic was first laid out on contact paper, then another piece of contact paper was attached to the front of the tiles. This is called the double-reverse method. Because the mosaic has sticky paper on both sides, it’s easy to transport and place.

    

    
      After you’ve learned how to cut tiles and glue them in place, you will learn how to grout your mosaic. Although grouting is not difficult, the result can make or break the project. Each project is an experiment as well as an opportunity to create a work of art.

      [image: ]

    

    
      Modern mosaic artists on every continent are choosing new and unusual bases and adapting ancient techniques in new ways. Welcome to the world of mosaic making, where your creativity can blossom into a masterpiece.
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  Tools and Materials
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  There really are no set rules in making mosaics except in regards to safety and choosing the right adhesive so the tiles will stick—and stay stuck. Because mosaics and tiling are in the same family, you can find most of your supplies at your local building supply store.

  

  
    
      	
        Tools

      
    

  

  GLASS CUTTING TOOL, RUNNING PLIERS, AND CARBORUNDUM STONE These tools cut stained glass, glass tiles, and mirror tiles. The carborundum stone helps smooth rough tile edges, but you don’t need to buy one when you’re first starting out.
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    The curved edge of the running pliers breaks the glass down and away from you.
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    The scoring wheel of a glass cutting tool should be lubricated with household machine oil. This will keep it working smoothly when you are cutting the glass.
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    TILE SCORE-AND-SNAP

    The tile score-and-snap tool is two tools in one. The tiny wheel on one side scores the cutting line. The “snap” side breaks the tile by pressing down on it over a raised point. This tool is used for ceramic tiles, which are thicker than glass tiles.
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    The tool makes quick work of cutting ceramic tiles.
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    TILE NIPPER

    A tile nipper can also be used for cutting ceramic, marble, and glass pieces. You may find that the stained glass cutter with running pliers (for stained glass and molded glass tiles) and the score-and-snap tool (for ceramic tiles) provide better control when making straight cuts than the tile nipper does. The wheeled nipper on page 10 also gives you more control.
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    RULER

    You will want to keep a ruler handy to mark straight lines before scoring and cutting your tiles.
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    BRUSHES

    Used to butter tiles with adhesive and paint edges of finished projects.
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    HAMMER

    Used to break tiles and large pieces of crockery. (Pieces should be wrapped in a towel before smashing with the hammer to avoid injury from flying shards of china.) Also used to attach hangers to the back of projects.
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    PALETTE KNIVES

    Used to apply adhesive and grout. Metal tools should be cleaned with water immediately after using; otherwise, any dried glue may be on them permanently. You can also use a craft stick, plastic knife, or wooden chopstick to spread the adhesive, and your gloved hands to spread the grout.
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    NOTCHED TROWEL

    A notched trowel can be used to spread the adhesive on the base, creating deep grooves to help the tiles stick. You could also use a plastic fork to make the grooves, which should extend through the adhesive to the base.
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    TROWEL

    Used to mix and apply grout over large surfaces.
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    BUCKET OR MIXING BOWL

    Used to mix and carry large amounts of grout.
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    FLOAT OR SQUEEGEE

    Used to spread the grout over the entire project. For the projects in this book, you could also use your gloved fingers or a rubber kitchen spatula to spread the grout.
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    SPONGE

    Used to wipe away excess grout.
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  TOWELS

  You’ll need at least two towels: one for buffing the tiles after grouting and removing excess grout, and one for wrapping the crockery to protect you from flying shards.

  
    PLASTIC CONTAINERS OR RESEALABLE PLASTIC BAGS

    Used to store tiles sorted by color.
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    DRAWING AND TRACING PAPER

    Used to create an original design then transfer it to your project.
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    MARKER, WAX PENCIL, PENCIL, OR CRAYON

    Used to trace the design on the base and mark cutting lines on the glass.
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    TRANSPARENT CONTACT PAPER

    Used as a temporary base for the tiles in the indirect method of making mosaics.
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    BRUSH AND DUSTPAN

    Used to clean up tiny bits of glass and tile. You should also wipe the entire area with a damp sponge to remove any unseen residue. Do not brush shards away with your bare hands—you’ll get cut.
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    MASKING TAPE

    Used to protect the edges and other areas of the project from grout or paint.
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        Safety Gear

      
    

  

  
    GOGGLES OR GLASSES WITH PLASTIC LENSES

    Protect your eyes when cutting tiles, glass, or crockery. Also used to protect your eyes from grout powder and cement dust.
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    ADHESIVE BANDAGES

    Be prepared for cuts by keeping bandages close at hand.
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    FILTER MASK

    Prevents breathing fine particles into your lungs, especially when cutting glass and mixing grout. You can also wear a simple paper mask such as the kind that painters use.

    [image: ]

  

  LATEX GLOVES

  Used to protect against cuts caused by glass or tile shards. Latex gloves allow you to feel your project better than if you were to use rubber gloves.

  
    RUBBER GLOVES

    Used to protect hands from cement and grout.
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    Safety Rules

    

    1. Wear goggles or plastic glasses to protect your eyes when cutting tiles and glass or when you mix and apply grout.

    2. Never brush the work surface with your hands. Wearing rubber gloves will not prevent cuts—you’ll get holes in the gloves and may get cut anyway.

    3. Wear gloves to protect your hands from adhesives and grout. This is especially important with epoxy, cement, and cement-based adhesives, which contain lime that can burn your skin.

    4. Wear a filter mask when cutting tiles or mixing powders so you don’t breathe in tiny shards of glass or dust.

    5. Always use an old bucket or bowl to mix adhesives or grout. Never use a sink or bathtub because the chemicals will seep into the water system.

    6. Never pour grout down the drain—it can permanently block the pipes. Let leftover grout sit for a day until the solids settle in the bottom of the bucket. Then carefully pour off the water and scoop the solids into a plastic bag and put it in the trash.
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