


[image: Cover]







The Kybalion

The Three Initiates







The Kybalion

The Three Initiates


Edited by

Lucas Fernando Sosa,
Alberto O. Asla


[image: frn_fig_002.png]


Winchester, UK
Washington, USA








[image: frn_fig_003.png]


First published by O-Books, 2023


O-Books is an imprint of John Hunt Publishing Ltd., 3 East St., Alresford,


Hampshire SO24 9EE, UK


office@jhpbooks.com


www.johnhuntpublishing.com


www.o-books.com


For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.


Text copyright: Lucas Fernando Sosa, Alberto O. Asla 2021


ISBN: 978 1 78535 983 5


978 1 78535 984 2 (ebook)


Library of Congress Control Number: 2021952240


All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.


The rights of Lucas Fernando Sosa, Alberto O. Asla as editors have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


Concept, cover design and design of images are the work of Lucas Fernando Sosa, Alberto O. Asla.


A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.


Design: Matthew Greenfield


UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY Printed in North America by CPI GPS partners



We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.









Presentation



To see the world in a grain of sand,


And a heaven in a wild flower;


Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,


And eternity in an hour.




William Blake, Auguries of Innocence


There is no doubt that Blake’s verses indicate the visible and the invisible of the world of life and of the Mystery that inhabits Everything that exists, and Everything that Is. The answer, or rather the answers, to everything that you need to know is precisely in the simplicity of a grain of sand or in a wildflower, and not in the always confusing and contradictory explanations subject to closed reasoning and often lacking in faith.


However, since the beginning of time, humans have been as curious as cats. Even a little more than they think, they need to have an explanation for everything. Even though it doesn’t exist. This attitude has generated so many questions about issues that can range from what the mechanism of flight of an insect is to how the Universe was created.


Despite all these intellectual curiosities, “we are more united in ignorance than the few things we know” as Raimon Panikkar once pointed out. Even so, the constancy of asking and learning brings us closer and closer to the meeting of the Absolute and Eternal Truth. Even if this task takes us a lifetime, paraphrasing Rudyard Kipling.


The contemporary search for marked Cartesian and/or Kantian bias has nothing to do with the true knowledge that the ancients correctly called “gnosis.” That knowledge comes from within each human being because that is where the “divine flame” resides, the “cosmic consciousness” that unites or connects all the threads of the framework of Life in its entirety, and that in a real and arcane way could be read in the temple of Apollo in Delphi: “man know yourself and you will know the secrets of the Universe.”


That arcane knowledge is what the men of antiquity jealously guarded against the destruction and oblivion of memory. That knowledge became increasingly hermetic and only a few people could access it, as long as they were prepared and predisposed to listen and learn the secret laws visible to the naked eye, like the Cosmos in its immensity.


Different traditions or paths have tried to access that Forgotten Wisdom. Some have certainly succeeded, more or less, according to their short-term possibilities and the possibilities of men, because, as Machado says, it grows as it can, and others have been devoured by the jaws of Cronos without any look or mercy.


Nineteenth century traditions have been the managers that, at the beginning of the twentieth century, work which contain certain correct teachings but, in our opinion, not the right ones (that is, the mind is important, but the practice of meditation through ekāgratā comes to light). It is the central axis of the awakening of the human being. We refer to The Kybalion.


Published in the city of Chicago in 1908 by The Yogi Publication Society as The Kybalion: A Study of the Hermetic Philosophy of Ancient Egypt and Greece by Three Initiates, it is the synthesis of airtight knowledge based on ancient Egyptian precepts and certain passages from the Book of Proverbs. His authorship is a matter of debate, but certain scholars argue that it came from the same founder of the society, William W. Atkinson and other men linked to theosophy and other doctrines.


The work is based on seven fundamental principles or axioms, that govern this universe, in which the planet Earth is a point of the Milky Way and which are the following:



	
Principle of mentalism

	Principle of correspondence

	Principle of vibration

	Principle of polarity

	Principle of rhythm

	Principle of cause and effect

	Principle of gender



By understanding this, you can understand that in whatever circumstance of your life you find yourself, you are where you need to be to continue, and understand that the spiritual path more than incredible is extremely personal and that we must walk it alone, uninfluenced by anything or anyone else.


Each of these seven principles by themselves possess infinite power of understanding over all things, but by understanding them and applying them together, the possibilities of being happy, living a full and loving life become inevitable.


Timeless inspiration becomes the basis of the book The Secret, and many other books that hold the power of the mind. As well as the different editions that have been made of it and that have been in the public domain.


The edition presented here offers a novelty that makes it unique among the many others. It is the first time that The Kybalion is accompanied by images that fulfill a representative and archetypal role of each of the chapters of the work. In this way, those who are initiated or just beginning to read about hermeticism can more easily understand those mysteries presented in this 21st century version; and for those who are already seasoned readers on the subject, they can contemplate the representations of these precepts and discover or connect with them according to their interpretation or feeling.


Finally, we insist on pointing out that this book is one of the many entrances to True Knowledge; we do not intend to turn it into a scholarly text, but rather to respect the hermeticism of its teachings. It is up to the readers to find the keys, we are only the lock. Stat rosa pristina nomine, nomina nuda tenemus.


Alberto Asla & Lucas Fernando Sosa
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Introduction

We take great pleasure in presenting to the attention of students and investigators of the Secret Doctrines this little work based upon the world-old Hermetic Teachings. There has been so little written upon this subject, notwithstanding the countless references to the Teachings in the many works upon occultism, that the many earnest searchers after the Arcane Truths will doubtless welcome the appearance of the present volume.


The purpose of this work is not the enunciation of any special philosophy or doctrine, but rather is to give to the students a statement of the Truth that will serve to reconcile the many bits of occult knowledge that they may have acquired, but which are apparently opposed to each other and which often serve to discourage and disgust the beginner in the study. Our intent is not to erect a new Temple of Knowledge, but rather to place in the hands of the student a Master-Key with which he may open the many inner doors in the Temple of Mystery through the main portals he has already entered.


There is no portion of the occult teachings possessed by the world which have been so closely guarded as the fragments of the Hermetic Teachings which have come down to us over the tens of centuries which have elapsed since the lifetime of its great founder, Hermes Trismegistus, the “scribe of the gods,” who dwelt in old Egypt in the days when the present race of men was in its infancy. Contemporary with Abraham, and, if the legends be true, an instructor of that venerable sage, Hermes was, and is, the Great Central Sun of Occultism, whose rays have served to illumine the countless teachings which have been promulgated since his time. All the fundamental and basic teachings embedded in the esoteric teachings of every race may be traced back to Hermes. Even the most ancient teachings of India undoubtedly have their roots in the original Hermetic Teachings.


From the land of the Ganges many advanced occultists wandered to the land of Egypt, and sat at the feet of the Master. From him they obtained the Master-Key which explained and reconciled their divergent views, and thus the Secret Doctrine was firmly established. From other lands also came the learned ones, all of whom regarded Hermes as the Master of Masters, and his influence was so great that in spite of the many wanderings from the path on the part of the centuries of teachers in these different lands, there may still be found a certain basic resemblance and correspondence which underlies the many and often quite divergent theories entertained and taught by the occultists of these different lands today. The student of Comparative Religions will be able to perceive the influence of the Hermetic Teachings in every religion worthy of the name, now known to man, whether it be a dead religion or one in full vigor in our own times. There is always a certain Correspondence in spite of the contradictory features, and the Hermetic Teachings act as the Great Reconciler.


The lifework of Hermes seems to have been in the direction of planting the great Seed-Truth which has grown and blossomed in so many strange forms, rather than to establish a school of philosophy which would dominate the world’s thought. But, nevertheless, the original truths taught by him have been kept intact in their original purity by a few men in each age, who, refusing great numbers of half developed students and followers, followed the Hermetic custom and reserved their truth for the few who were ready to comprehend and master it. From lip to ear the truth has been handed down among the few. There have always been a few Initiates in each generation, in the various lands of the earth, who kept alive the sacred flame of the Hermetic Teachings, and such have always been willing to use their lamps to re-light the lesser lamps of the outside world, when the light of truth grew dim, and clouded by reason of neglect, and when the wicks became clogged with foreign matter. There were always a few to tend faithfully the altar of the Truth, upon which was kept a light the Perpetual Lamp of Wisdom. These men devoted their lives to the labor of love which the poet has so well stated in his lines:



O, let not the flame die out! Cherished age after age in its dark cavern —in its holy temples cherished. Fed by pure ministers of love— let not the flame die out!




These men have never sought popular approval, nor numbers of followers. They are indifferent to these things, for they know how few there are in each generation who are ready for the truth, or who would recognize it if it were presented to them. They reserve the “strong meat for men,” while others furnish the “milk for babes.” They reserve their pearls of wisdom for the few elect, who recognize their value and who wear them in their crowns, instead of casting them before the materialistic vulgar swine, who would trample them in the mud and mix them with their disgusting mental food. But still these men have never forgotten or overlooked the original teachings of Hermes, regarding the passing on of the words of truth to those ready to receive it, which teaching is stated in The Kybalion as follows: “Where fall the footsteps of the Master, the ears of those ready for his Teaching open wide.” And again: “When the ears of the student are ready to hear, then cometh the lips to fill them with wisdom.” But their customary attitude has always been strictly in accordance with the other Hermetic aphorism, also in The Kybalion: “The lips of Wisdom are closed, except to the ears of Understanding.”


There are those who have criticized this attitude of the Hermetists, and who have claimed that they did not manifest the proper spirit in their policy of seclusion and reticence. But a moment’s glance back over the pages of history will show the wisdom of the Masters, who knew the folly of attempting to teach to the world that which it was neither ready nor willing to receive. The Hermetists have never sought to be martyrs, and have, instead, sat silently aside with a pitying smile on their closed lips, while the “heathen raged noisily about them” in their customary amusement of putting to death and torture the honest but misguided enthusiasts who imagined that they could force upon a race of barbarians the truth capable of being understood only by the elect who had advanced along The Path.


And the spirit of persecution has not as yet died out in the land. There are certain Hermetic Teachings, which, if publicly promulgated, would bring down upon the teachers a great cry of scorn and revilement from the multitude, who would again raise the cry of “Crucify! Crucify.”


In this little work we have endeavored to give you an idea of the fundamental teachings of The Kybalion, striving to give you the working Principles, leaving you to apply them yourselves, rather than attempting to work out the teaching in detail. If you are a true student, you will be able to work out and apply these Principles —if not, then you must develop Yourself into one, for otherwise the Hermetic Teachings will be as “words, words, words” to you.


THE THREE INITIATES
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Chapter 1

The Hermetic Philosophy


The lips of wisdom are closed, except to the ears of Understanding.

—The Kybalion
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“Careful Dissemination Of The Truth”



From old Egypt have come the fundamental esoteric and occult teachings which have so strongly influenced the philosophies of all races, nations and peoples, for several thousand years. Egypt, the home of the Pyramids and the Sphinx, was the birthplace of the Hidden Wisdom and Mystic Teachings. From her Secret Doctrine all nations have borrowed. India, Persia, Chaldea, Medea, China, Japan, Assyria, ancient Greece and Rome, and other ancient countries partook liberally at the feast of knowledge which the Hierophants and Masters of the Land of Isis so freely provided for those who came prepared to partake of the great store of Mystic and Occult Lore which the masterminds of that ancient land had gathered together.

In ancient Egypt dwelt the great Adepts and Masters who have never been surpassed, and who seldom have been equaled, during the centuries that have taken their processional flight since the days of the Great Hermes. In Egypt was located the Great Lodge of Lodges of the Mystics. At the doors of her Temples entered the Neophytes who afterward, as Hierophants, Adepts, and Masters, traveled to the four corners of the earth, carrying with them the precious knowledge which they were ready, anxious, and willing to pass on to those who were ready to receive the same. All students of the Occult recognize the debt that they owe to these venerable Masters of that ancient land. But among these great Masters of Ancient Egypt there once dwelt one of whom Masters hailed as “The Master of Masters.” This man, if “man” indeed he was, dwelt in Egypt in the earliest days. He was known as Hermes Trismegistus. He was the father of the Occult Wisdom; the founder of Astrology; the discoverer of Alchemy. The details of his life story are lost to history, owing to the lapse of the years, though several of the ancient countries disputed with each other in their claims to the honor of having furnished his birthplace —and this thousands of years ago. The date of his sojourn in Egypt, in that his last incarnation on this planet, is not now known, but it has been fixed at the early days of the oldest dynasties of Egypt— long before the days of Moses. The best authorities regard him as a contemporary of Abraham, and some of the Jewish traditions go so far as to claim that Abraham acquired a portion of his mystic knowledge from Hermes himself.

As the years rolled by after his passing from this plane of life (tradition recording that he lived three hundred years in the flesh), the Egyptians deified Hermes, and made him one of their gods, under the name of Thoth. Years after, the people of Ancient Greece also made him one of their many gods —calling him “Hermes, the god of Wisdom.” The Egyptians revered his memory for many centuries— yes, tens of centuries — calling him “the Scribe of the Gods,” and bestowing upon him, distinctively, his ancient title, “Trismegistus,” which means “the thrice-great”; “the great-great”; “the greatest-great”; etc. In all the ancient lands, the name of Hermes Trismegistus was revered, the name being synonymous with the “Fount of Wisdom.”

Even to this day, we use the term “hermetic” in the sense of “secret”; “sealed so that nothing can escape”; etc., and this by reason of the fact that the followers of Hermes always observed the principle of secrecy in their teachings. They did not believe in “casting pearls before swine”, but rather held to the teaching “milk for babes; meat for strong men,” both of which maxims are familiar to readers of the Christian scriptures, but both of which had been used by the Egyptians for centuries before the Christian era.

And this policy of careful dissemination of the truth has always characterized the Hermetics, even unto the present day. The Hermetic Teachings are to be found in all lands, among all religions, but never identified with any particular country, nor with any particular religious sect. This because of the warning of the ancient teachers against allowing the Secret Doctrine to become crystallized into a creed. The wisdom of this caution is apparent to all students of history. The ancient occultism of India and Persia degenerated, and was largely lost, owing to the fact that the teachers became priests, and so mixed theology with the philosophy, the result being that the occultism of India and Persia has been gradually lost amidst the mass of religious superstition cults, creeds and “gods.” So it was with Ancient Greece and Rome. So it was with the Hermetic Teachings of the Gnostics and Early Christians, which were lost at the time of Constantine, whose iron hand smothered philosophy with the blanket of theology, losing to the Christian Church that which was its very essence and spirit, and causing it to grope throughout several centuries before it found the way back to its ancient faith, the indications apparent to all careful observers in this Twentieth Century being that the Church is now struggling to get back to its ancient mystic teachings.

But there were always a few faithful souls who kept alive the Flame, tending it carefully, and not allowing its light to become extinguished. And thanks to these staunch hearts, and fearless minds, we have the truth still with us. But it is not found in books, to any great extent. It has been passed along from Master to Student; from Initiate to Hierophant; from lip to ear. When it was written down at all, its meaning was veiled in terms of alchemy and astrology, so that only those possessing the key could read it aright. This was made necessary in order to avoid the persecutions of the theologians of the Middle Ages, who fought the Secret Doctrine with fire and sword; stake, gibbet and cross. Even to this day there will be found but few reliable books on the Hermetic Philosophy, although there are countless references to it in many books written on various phases of Occultism. And yet, the Hermetic Philosophy is the only Master-Key which will open all the doors of the Occult Teachings!

In the early days, there was a compilation of certain Basic Hermetic Doctrines, passed on from teacher to student, which was known as “THE KYBALION,” the exact significance and meaning of the term having been lost for several centuries. This teaching, however, is known to many to whom it has descended, from mouth to ear, on and on throughout the centuries. Its precepts have never been written down, or printed, so far as we know. It was merely a collection of maxims, axioms, and precepts, which were non-understandable to outsiders, but which were readily understood by students, after the axioms, maxims, and precepts had been explained and exemplified by the Hermetic Initiates to their Neophytes. These teachings really constituted the basic principles of “The Art of Hermetic Alchemy,” which, contrary to the general belief, dealt in the mastery of Mental Forces, rather than Material Elements —the Transmutation of one kind of Mental Vibrations into others, instead of the changing of one kind of metal into another. The legends of the “Philosopher’s Stone,” which would turn base metal into Gold, was an allegory relating to Hermetic Philosophy, readily understood by all students of true Hermeticism.

In this little book, of which this is the First Lesson, we invite our students to examine into the Hermetic Teachings, as set forth in THE KYBALION, and as explained by ourselves, humble students of the Teachings, who, while bearing the title of Initiates, are still students at the feet of HERMES, the Master. We herein give you many of the maxims, axioms and precepts of THE KYBALION, accompanied by explanations and illustrations which we deem likely to render the teachings more easily comprehended by the modern student, particularly as the original text is purposely veiled in obscure terms. The original maxims, axioms, and precepts of “THE KYBALION” are printed herein, in quotation marks, the proper credit being given. Our own work is printed in the regular way, in the body of the work. We trust that the many students to whom we now offer this little work will derive as much benefit from the study of its pages as have the many who have gone on before, treading the same Path to Mastery throughout the centuries that have passed since the times of HERMES TRISMEGISTUS —the Master of Masters— the Great-Great in the words of “THE KYBALION”:
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