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For Amanda








Introduction


When trying to prove the existence of a conspiracy it is essential to systematically dismantle the lies that filter into the accepted versions of historical events. The death of John F. Kennedy, Jr., was nothing more than a tragic accident. That is what nearly two decades of misinformation has led many people to believe. It will be the purpose of this book to logically dispel that notion, and prove beyond any reasonable doubt that the events of July 16, 1999, were instead a skillfully planned assassination. It was covered up by powerful forces intent on silencing him for political, personal, and historical reasons that reach back to his father’s administration in the 1960s.


The death of John F. Kennedy, Jr., was one of the most tragic days in the 20th Century. Here was a man who seemed to have everything, but was cut down in his prime. He was the publisher of a successful magazine, George, the husband to a beautiful wife, Caroline, and the heir to the Kennedy throne if he ever chose to run for office. As we will explore, towards the end of his life he increasingly felt the need to get more involved in politics, especially through his magazine, as confirmed by private discussions with his friends about continuing the Kennedy tradition of public service. He also became aware of the dark forces behind his father’s assassination, and felt obligated to quietly pursue the truth. Was this making him a threat?


On a personal note, I hope and pray that this will not be my last book, for two reasons. First, I have written conspiracy books about JFK, President William McKinley, and investigations of Christian mystics. None of these books have enjoyed the level of national impact that I had hoped they would achieve. Each one rewrote basic tenants of accepted, mainstream historical facts, with nothing but logic and evidence. One grows tired of trying to change the world when so few people are willing to listen.


Second, the only book that has seen some level of national media exposure was my book about the Kennedy assassination, titled Why the C.I.A. Killed JFK and Malcolm X: The Secret Drug Trade in Laos. but even that fell short of my lofty expectations. However, it did not seem to go unnoticed at least in some private quarters. What I am about to share can be verified by any number of doctors and nurses who saved my life in the summer of 2014 at Buffalo General Hospital. I was about to sign the final contract to send my book to the printer when I became gravely ill. I pride myself on maintaining a healthy lifestyle. I do not smoke, drink alcohol, or do any recreational drugs. I also exercise regularly, so it was surprising to me that I became so instantaneously sick. My face, lungs, and heart filled with fluid, as my muscles atrophied. I dropped nearly 40 pounds in a matter of days. At one point my family was told that there was nothing more that could be done for me. I am very grateful that I am alive today, and still can be a father to my two beautiful children. I was asked several times by different doctors if I had ever traveled to Southeast Asia. I do not even have a passport. Apparently, whatever disease I got had never once appeared anywhere that they could find in the United States, only rarely in Southeast Asia, and even that was only a guess. During the research for my JFK book, I learned about the death of journalist Gary Webb of the San Jose Mercury News who was likely killed by the C.I.A. Like me, he was also involved in exposing how the agency was involved in the drug running business. It scared me even further when I found out later that year in 2014 a movie was released titled, Kill the Messenger, that chronicled Webb’s effort to expose the truth. I do not want to be the next one to be silenced. I am aware that no one else has ever written a mainstream book about the possibility that JFK, Jr., was the victim of an assassination conspiracy, perhaps for good reason. If that is the case, the conspirators are likely still alive. In the spirit of President Kennedy’s call to service in his inauguration address, I am willing to do my part to serve my country in the way that I know best, to expose the truth. This is what I can do for my country, like my grandfather did fighting the Nazis in World War II, or my father as part of NATO forces defending Europe during the Cold War. My family has served proudly in every branch of the military. Semper Fidelis – to the truth.


John Koerner


August 2017





Part I


The Motives





Chapter One



Exonerating the Clintons


Trying to figure out who was behind the assassination of John F. Kennedy, Jr., is nearly as complicated and controversial as untangling the dark web of forces behind his father’s slaying. In looking at the evidence though, there appears to be two primary lines of thinking that could lead us to logically conclude that some powerful people wanted this man dead.


The first area we will explore is John F. Kennedy, Jr.’s, desire to enter the world of politics, something he had shunned his whole life. If this was true, it would put him in the way of some potentially dangerous people who had their own designs on obtaining the reins of power.


Second, it appears likely that at the end of his life, JFK, Jr., was becoming increasingly aware that the C.I.A. organized the assassination of his father. This fact may have been why he became a publisher, to have a platform to expose the truth to the world, and bring to justice those still alive who planned his father’s execution.


Let us first explore the possibility that John F. Kennedy, Jr., was seriously considering running for governor of New York, and eventually president. This, according to his closest friends, was exactly what was on his mind in the last months of his life. His assistant at George, Rose Marie Terenzio, told People in a July 2016 cover story that he was planning on running for president. After Republican New York Senator Alphonse D’Amato told Kennedy he should run for mayor of New York City, he apparently laughed it off. After this encounter with D’Amato, Terenzio asked why he would not want to consider it. His answer pointed to a much loftier goal, a shrewd political calculation that would have made his father proud.


“Well, Rosie, how many mayors do you know that become President?” Kennedy said to Terenzio. “I was so shocked I didn’t say anything. Then he smirked as if to say ‘That’s not the road you go down. We’ll see what happens.’”


The mayor of a city is not a large enough platform to stage a run for the White House, no matter who you are. However, the U.S. Senate, or being the governor of a prominent state like New York could have been just the stepping stone that he had in mind to launch his presidential bid, likely in 2004. In fact, several of his friends knew he was seriously considering running for governor. The next election for governor would have been in 2002. He would have faced George Pataki, who at that time was seeking a third term. Most people voting that year did not vote for Pataki, as he garnered an unimpressive 49% of the popular vote. He largely ran on his record of leadership during the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in New York City. The one candidate who could have counteracted this appeal would have been JFK, Jr., a longtime resident of New York City. Kennedy probably would have personally known many of the people who died in the attack, and likely would have aided in the recovery. There is no doubt that his potential appeal as a candidate no matter what office he ran for would have energized New York State Democrats like no one else. A fellow Democrat from New York, Mark Green, mulling over his own run for the Senate, conducted a private poll in 1997 to see who Democrats liked the most within their state. “He was by far the most popular Democrat,” Green said. “He had the highest favorable-unfavorable spread; 65% of Democrats rated him favorably and 10% rated him unfavorably.” Former New York State Democratic Chairman John Marino said that if Kennedy ever ran for office, “it would have been, goodbye, anyone else.” Such a campaign would have been much like when his uncle Robert Kennedy won his New York U. S. Senate seat by an impressive 10-point margin, 53% to 43%, over incumbent Republican Kenneth Keating in 1964. Assuming Kennedy won the election in November 2002, he would have become New York’s 54th governor on January 1, 2003.


Would a short time in Albany be enough to run for president in 2004, to prevent George W. Bush from getting a second term? Many of our presidents at one time were governor of New York, often for very shorts stints. Martin Van Buren, our nation’s 8th president, was only governor for 3 months from January 1, 1829, to March 5, 1829. Grover Cleveland, the 22nd and the 24th president, was only governor for one year when he announced his candidacy for president in 1884. Theodore Roosevelt spent only one year as governor as well before agreeing to run with William McKinley as his vice-presidential nominee in the election of 1900, after which he ascended to the presidency a few months later following McKinley’s assassination in September 1901. Franklin Roosevelt was in the middle of what would be his only term as governor when he began his campaign for president in the early 1930s. We could even mention Democrat Samuel J. Tilden, the 25th governor of New York, who spent only one year as governor before accepting the nomination of his party in the summer of 1876. Most historians agree the presidency was stolen from him later that year in a corrupt deal worked out in the Congress that gave the presidency to the Republicans, otherwise he would have become the nation’s 19th president.


Also in that People article was the testimony of Gary Ginsberg, a friend from their time together at Brown University, as well as a business partner who helped Kennedy start George magazine. Ginsberg was with Kennedy the night before he died and had this to say about his mindset. “By July 1999, I think he could take great comfort that he had started and led a successful business, had fulfilled his mission to cover politics in a colorful, non-ideological way that would make it appealing for people who had never bought a political magazine before, and was now in a position to do something new.” According to Ginsberg the New York Senate seat was also on his mind but eventually decided against that path, out of deference to first lady Hillary Clinton, a friend and fellow Democrat. “He had been thinking about running for the N.Y. Senate seat. He even had meetings about it that spring, but by July had concluded he would focus his attention on running for governor of N.Y.” The next election for governor was 2002. His longtime friend felt this was a better fit for him anyway. This is an important point we need to make here. Kennedy had decided against running for the Senate. Many have laid the blame at the feet of the Clintons for this assassination. The fact that he was making it clear he had no intention of running against Clinton is no small point. “By temperament and interest, John, I think, realized he was far more suited to being a governor than a legislator. He knew from running George that he could be an inspiring, strong chief executive of a state, setting the tone for government and successfully running a complex operation,” said Ginsberg.


We need to establish clearly that Kennedy posed no political threat to Hillary Clinton in 1999 because he had decided not to run against her for the Senate nomination. This removes the only motives the Clintons would have had to conspire to kill him. It was clear that Kennedy had no intention of joining the race if it meant going head to head against the Clintons. There was a mutual respect and admiration that existed between both families that dated back to a fateful encounter during the Kennedy presidency. On July 24, 1963, 16-year-old Bill Clinton shook hands with JFK at the White House Rose Garden. Clinton was in Washington to attend activities sponsored by the American Legion Boys Nation program. The future president said it was that handshake that inspired him to want to enter a life of public service. Clinton was part of a group of 100 teenage boys representing their home states as they spent a week in the capital visiting with Secretary of State Dean Rusk, debating issues, passing mock legislation, and staging elections. This event meant so much to Clinton that just six months into his own presidency, Clinton staged a reunion at the White House in July 1993 to mark the 30-year anniversary of the famous handshake. About 70 “alumni” and their families showed up to have breakfast with the president, and make a pilgrimage to Arlington National Cemetery to visit John F. Kennedy’s Eternal Flame gravesite. This no doubt brought back some difficult memories of the assassination for President Clinton who said he was “heartbroken” when he heard the news. His reflections were part of an NBC special report on November 22, 2013, titled “Where Were You?” Clinton recounted a special bond he and Hillary Clinton shared with Jackie Kennedy, and how she was a key early supporter of his run for the presidency.


“Later in her life, after I became president and even when I was running, Hillary and I became friends with her. For reasons I never fully understood, she supported me in the primary in 1992, and she came to one of my early events in New York. One of my prized pictures is sitting with her at dinner in the summertime in Martha’s Vineyard. I just loved her, and Hillary really was close to her.” Clinton, like so many of his generation, respected and idealized the Kennedy family. “In a way they symbolized our growing up, our aspirations. For my whole generation, the first time we looked at politics, there they were, and we liked what we saw. In her case, because I really got to know her, the more I knew her, the more I liked her.”


It is also important to note that in his first year in office, President Clinton appointed JFK’s sister Jean Ann Kennedy Smith to serve as United States Ambassador to Ireland. She was quickly confirmed by the Senate, and stayed at that post for his entire first term. The connection between the families extended even beyond death. After JFK, Jr.’s, plane crash, a private funeral mass was held for Kennedy and his wife, on July 23, 1999, at the Church of St. Thomas More in Manhattan. This was where Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis had worshipped. Among the 300 invited guests for this closed ceremony were President Bill Clinton and Hillary Clinton.


That respect and admiration between the two families extended to John F. Kennedy, Jr. His friends confirmed he had no interest in running for the U.S. Senate in New York to replace Daniel Patrick Moynihan if it meant running against Clinton. It would simply never happen, nor would he make any public statements to suggest he would ever oppose her. Joel Siegel of the New York Daily News interviewed some of Kennedy’s friends the day after JFK, Jr.’s, plane went missing. They spoke anonymously to allow them to be quite candid about the issue of his potential entry into the Senate race. One friend put the timetable for his entry into politics “within five years,” confirming the timetable mentioned above for a 2002 race for governor, and/or a 2004 run for the presidency. Another friend said he was considering the Senate run, “but the Hillary thing quickly ended it.” Journalist Lawrence Leamer confirmed Kennedy’s reluctance to go against Clinton in his book Sons of Camelot. He said that if Clinton wanted to run he would not fight her, and instead turn his political ambitions elsewhere. “He was too much of a gentleman,” Leamer said.


There is one final point about why the Clintons would never want to assassinate JFK, Jr. Leamer points out that Kennedy’s political magazine, George, never covered the Clinton sex scandal that plagued the second half of the Clinton presidency. Perhaps because of his father’s similar behavior in this area, the younger Kennedy was willing to overlook this in President Clinton. Whatever the reason, the Clintons were thankful for the support that Kennedy demonstrated within the pages of George.


An anecdote during the Monica Lewinsky scandal best shows the support JFK, Jr., was giving to the Clintons, and closeness of the families. People reported this story on July 19, 2016.


“I was working in the White House when the Monica Lewinsky scandal was going on,” Paul Begala, a one-time Clinton aide and current CNN political commentator, tells People in this week’s issue. “I had a fax machine which very few people had the number to. It starts kicking in, and there’s no cover sheet, just a page – it was John.”


“It just said, ‘Dear Mr. President, I sat under that desk – there’s barely room for a 3-year-old, much less a 21-year-old intern. Cheers, J.K.’ Typical John.” Kennedy was, of course, referencing the famous image of him under the Oval Office desk taken while his father, John F. Kennedy was President. Clinton, who was being impeached on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice over his testimony about the Lewinsky affair during a sexual harassment lawsuit, laughed when he saw Kennedy’s note.


“I showed the President and he laughed his butt off,” says Begala. “It was so gutsy. And he was the perfect person to bring a little levity.”


Therefore, it truly seems preposterous and counterintuitive to suspect that the Clintons could have conspired to kill this man given the mutual respect and admiration between these two families, as well as the fact that Kennedy posed no threat to Clinton, never having entered the Senate race, or having any intention to do so. In fact, the whole concept that the Clintons were behind Kennedy’s assassination is more akin to misinformation, deliberately placed in the fringe media to distract attention from the real forces behind his assassination. It is reminiscent of theories for the JFK assassination that Fidel Castro, or the Russians, conspired to kill Kennedy, which have no real basis in fact. Removing the Clintons as possible conspirators is also enormously helpful to allow us to pin the blame on a much more likely force behind JFK, Jr.’s, assassination, namely the C.I.A.





Chapter Two



The C.I.A./Bush Motives


John F. Kennedy, Jr., posed a dual threat to the Bush family and the C.I.A. First, Kennedy was on the verge of exposing the role that the Bush family played in his father’s assassination. As I will explore, the agency was more than willing to kill people to cover up this secret, as they had done in 1968 with the assassination of Robert Kennedy. Given this knowledge that George H. W. Bush played a role in the JFK assassination, JFK, Jr., had an intense interest in keeping another Bush out of the White House. A run for the presidency, or the vice presidency in 2000, or even 2004, would put him head to head against Texas Governor George W. Bush, who was beginning his campaign for the presidency in 1999. There would be no greater obstacle anywhere in the United States to four or eight years of a Bush presidency than John F. Kennedy, Jr. I will first establish the role the elder Bush played in the assassination of President Kennedy, and how he was in Dealey Plaza on the day of the shooting. Then I will demonstrate how JFK, Jr., became aware of this and was going to expose the truth just before his death in July 1999.


A third aspect to this case is the intergenerational hatred towards the Kennedys on the part of the C.I.A. that goes back to the botched Bay of Pigs in April 1961. We will explore how the timing of JFK, Jr.’s, assassination can be traced back to his father’s administration’s animosity towards the agency. Killing another Kennedy would be nothing new for this agency.


A sudden interest in politics


Up until 1999, John F. Kennedy, Jr., had no interest in running for office, despite repeated speculation, and the knowledge that any such campaign would have been met with instant approval. On July 19, 1988, at the age of 27, he gave a rousing speech to the Democratic National Convention, introducing his uncle, Senator Edward Kennedy. The speech was well received as he harkened back to his father’s nomination in 1960. “Over a quarter of a century ago my father stood before you to accept the nomination for the presidency of the United States. So many of you came into public service because of him. In a very real sense because of you (meaning his uncle) he is with us still, and for that I am grateful,” he said to a rapt audience in Atlanta. “I owe a special debt to the man his nephews and nieces call Teddy, not just because of what he means to me personally, but because of the causes he’s carried on. He has shown that an unwavering commitment to the poor, to the elderly, to those without hope, regardless of faction or convention is the greatest reward of public service.” It was a full two minutes before the assembled delegation would let his uncle give his speech, while many wiped tears from their eyes.


After this entry onto the public stage, many political observers felt the young Kennedy heir to the throne would plan a run for a Congressional seat. The age to run for Congress is 25 years-old according to the Constitution, and the next chance to run for Congress would be in 1990 when he would be 29 years-old. This would follow the path set by his father, who won a Massachusetts Congressional seat in 1946 at age 29. It was not to be. Kennedy spent the next 11 years denying any interest in running for office. Even later that year when he was named People Magazine’s Sexiest Man Alive, he deflected these rumors, as did members of his family. Senator Kennedy said he believed that his nephew would one day be involved in public affairs. “Not necessarily running for office, but trying to make some sort of contribution.” Cousin Robert Kennedy, Jr., said, “He has a tremendous sense of duty and responsibility. Whenever any of the cousins need help on one of their [charity] projects, John always participates.”


This attitude had not changed five years later in 1993. In an interview with Vogue Magazine, Kennedy indicated that he was still no closer to being a politician. He admitted that he had thought about running for office ‘a lot,’” but added that he was not ready. “Once you run for office, you’re in it,” he said. “Sort of like going into the military you’d better be damn sure that it is what you want to do and that the rest of your life is set up to accommodate that. It takes a certain toll on your personality and on your family life.”


Three years later, Kennedy was still deflecting and turning down presidential chatter, this time in the presence of real estate developer Donald Trump. Michael Berman, a Kennedy partner at George magazine, was with JFK, Jr., at Trump’s Mar a Lago estate in Florida along with a group of advertisers when the talk turned to politics. Kennedy joked that the Trump estate was far more glamorous than the Kennedy family’s compound in Hyannisport, Massachusetts, where JFK, Jr., was headed to on the night of his fated flight.


“I think you should be asking those questions of Donald,” he said, according to Berman. “He’d clearly have the most extravagant winter White House,” Kennedy said, who at that time was 35 years-old, the first year of eligibility to run for the White House.


Then these denials of any interest in running for office came to an abrupt end in 1999. Why would this man who consistently wished to stay out of politics, despite repeated chances to enter the fray, suddenly change his mind in 1999? Up until then he was satisfied with life as an editor. Can we be certain that 1999, and not any earlier was when he finally decided to enter politics? One key sign that he was ready to enter politics that is often overlooked is that he was selling his magazine. His business partner and friend Gary Ginsberg confirmed this. “That last night he was very focused on two things: finding a buyer for George, and his political future,” he said.


As will be explored below, by this point in his life, JFK, Jr., had concluded that George Herbert Walker Bush had played some role in his father’s assassination, and helped cover up the truth while C.I.A. director in the 1970s. Kennedy was exploring his options about what to do with this information. His initial attempt to tell the world about this, was the name of his magazine. He also was planning to run an expose in his magazine about Bush’s role in the assassination. The power of the presidency could also help reopen an investigation into his father’s assassination, as well as his uncle’s. John F. Kennedy, Jr., would therefore probably not have reacted well to the news on March 2, 1999, that Texas Governor George W. Bush was forming an exploratory committee to run for president. Bush made it official when he announced his candidacy on June 14, 1999, one month before Kennedy’s plane crash. The very idea of another Bush presidency must have been anathema to Kennedy. He must have felt compelled to try to stop this, either by making plans to run for president, and/or to expose the truth behind the JFK assassination. Trying to block four to eight years in the White House for the son of his father’s killer must have been a deciding factor that brought Kennedy into the world of politics, and out of the world of publishing.
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