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  Chicken House

  Carolyn Page

  
    We feel the old excitement

    as we cipher, sketch and reckon:

    board feet, pitch of roof so snow will slide.

    We’re going to build again.

    In the greys and whites of winter,

    we study catalogs—dream of glistening

    tails and fleshy combs,

    the strut of rooster, cackle of hen—

    their cluck and hustle,

    their fierce preoccupation

    with perch and pecking order,

    and their perfect ovals

    saffron-yolked from ranging.
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