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AUTHOR’S NOTE



American history is filled with glory and victory, great achievements, a nation of stalwarts and heroes who discovered a new world, tamed wild frontiers, whose proud citizens won wars: fought, bought, bargained, and traded, and built the United States, the world’s greatest constitutional republic, its freest society, its most expansive, productive, and wealthiest economy. Only Americans have set foot on the moon, and Americans have explored deeper in space than any other people.


But we haven’t returned to the moon in four decades, and we have to catch rides with the Russians to get back to the International Space Station. We build less than we once did on our little patch of Earth. We’re told by elites in business, media, and politics that we are too smart, too knowledgeable to do physical labor. We are told that manual-labor jobs are jobs that Americans won’t do, that we have mysteriously acquired some inexplicable privilege not to sweat. But apparently, in acquiring the right not to sweat, many of us have been convinced to give up our right to secure our borders, to decide whom we will confer citizenship on from among all the citizens of the world. Our president and his acolytes in oh-so-dour words and tone tell us effectively that part-time work is good enough for Americans, high unemployment and slow economic growth are simply “the new Obama normal.”


American is now a vast conundrum. There is festering frustration among the wealthy, the poor, and the middle class. The American dream has become more elusive as millions of Americans struggle to become middle class, and millions more struggle to hold their places in the middle class. Our elites seem knowingly intent on tearing up social contracts that have held our society together through decades of rapid social and economic change.


And what are the values that we share as a people? Those values were once thrift, efficiency, faith, community, ingenuity, straight talk, honesty, industriousness—all values that once defined us and the American way. But increasingly those values are eroding and being replaced by complacency, even hopelessness and indifference, as expanding, encroaching government influences and in some cases controls the lives of citizens under the guise of protecting and providing for them. Ours has become a dependent nation, whose society ever less frequently hears the words “independence” and “self-reliance.” The broad social contract with which America has prospered and prevailed for two and a half centuries seems at times to have been discarded a bit at a time, without notice or discussion and perhaps, to never be restored. Relationships between government and the governed, between employers and the employed, between teachers and their citizens, are strained, disrupted, and in some instances ended altogether. Our aspirations as Americans are not just frustrated, but too often many of our fellow citizens no longer have faith in their ability to achieve educational, financial, political, and societal goals and ideals that were once shared broadly in our country. Of late, we frequently hear that if we will surrender just one more liberty, surrender one more element of our independence, we’ll be secure from the forces from without, from the anger and hostility of radical Islamist terrorists who mean to destroy us, or in time the rising power of the People’s Republic of China, or North Korea and Iran, Al Qaeda and the Taliban, or some combination of these. All of which represent challenges, threats, or potential threats to American lives or living standards, to one degree or another, whether as economic competitors or truly extant threats to the American nation.


America has experienced great upheaval and struggle throughout our history. The number of wars we’ve fought, the very construction of our government, prejudices most Americans to think of threats primarily as coming from nation-states, and our vulnerabilities to be primarily to external forces, handled by the Department of State, Department of Defense, our president, the commander-in-chief. But I believe our principal vulnerability, and the chief threats to the stability of our social order and economic well-being, indeed the very essence of our American way of life, go well beyond leagues of nation-states and ideologues who mean us harm. The greatest threat of upheaval is a combination of those nation-states, ideological extremists, religious zealots, and the confluence of internal forces that are weakening our notion of who we are, diminishing our confidence in the American dream itself, and leaving many of our citizens and many of our leaders questioning American exceptionalism, our way of life, and our relationship to one another and to the world itself. The very idea of America is under great stress, from within and without. The prospect of a great upheaval rises with each passing day that we decline to examine the consequences of the choices we are making as a people and as a nation. And these forces are allied, not in conspiracy, but in their contemporaneous array against us, our ideals, our values, and our nation’s future.


It is no wonder that many Americans possess an enlarged sense of entitlement. We have prevailed in war, scientific and technological achievement, and economic success, and have created the freest and most prosperous society on the planet. We are far from perfect, and the truth is that we Americans tend to believe that the laws of cause and effect are sometimes suspended on our behalf. We’ve been careless in choosing those who will lead and represent us, and we’ve been careless in our disregard for the consequences of the public policy choices that Washington has made. We’ve elected in succession three presidents unencumbered by any significant knowledge of international relations or practice in foreign policy. We have permitted the outsourcing of millions of jobs and the offshoring of thousands upon thousands of factories and plants to cheaper markets without regard to jobs or capital lost to our home economy. And we have actually listened to our elites’ rhetoric about the need for highly educated, highly skilled immigrants, which of course is true, but those same elites have spent their energy and more than a billion and a half dollars in lobbying money to bring in mostly unskilled and uneducated illegal immigrants. We’ve watched the Federal Reserve shore up our six largest commercial banks while those same banks have spent more than $100 billion on attorney and litigation fees and in settlements of improper lending and mortgage foreclosures since the 2008 financial crisis. And we hear hardly a word in our national liberal media about our students’ poor performance in mathematics, science, engineering, and technology or the result of allowing as many as one third of our high school students to drop out. We have ignored too often the consequences of the public policy choices that contribute to such outcomes when what we must do is look at the facts and understand fully that the laws of cause and effect have not been rescinded in America and those facts are pretty good guideposts for all of us.


Perhaps that explains why one of the most popular segments on my show, Lou Dobbs Tonight, is what we call the Chalk Talk. Each weekday evening on the Fox Business Network I stand in front of an old-fashioned blackboard and spend three to five minutes scribbling and scrawling numbers and words all over that blackboard, talking about the critical issues that face us all. My audience loves the sweep of the subjects we take up, subjects that are often larger stories than the headlines of the day, more important to the well-being of our audience, more important to the country. And the blackboard I use may seem a little familiar. My producers went searching through the Fox News storage warehouse in an undisclosed location and discovered an old blackboard. They brushed off the cobwebs and blew off the dust and carried it back to Studio F, where we’ve put it to work. This ancient audiovisual artifact even has a legend, perhaps more a myth, that accompanies it. It is said that a fellow named Glenn Beck once used it. I don’t know whether the legend or the stories are true, but no matter. I enjoy using the low-tech device each night, and we have a lot of fun with it. Sometimes serious fun. The blackboard helps prove each night that detail and facts and statistics don’t have to be fancy to explain the core of any issue, and they certainly don’t have to be dull. I have the advantage of having one of the smartest audiences in television, which makes these Chalk Talks fun for the audience and fun for me. There will be more than a few Chalk Talks in the pages ahead, as we focus on the nature of the potential upheaval we face as a nation, and the axis of forces and powers that seek to end the great American experiment and the American dream.




INTRODUCTION


June 10, 1991


That’s the date we celebrated our military’s victory over Iraqi forces in Kuwait and Iraq. We celebrated with a ticker-tape parade in New York City. It was a thrilling sight, confetti and ribbons raining down upon our troops as they marched proudly through the Canyon of Heroes. My family and I were among the estimated four and a half million people who stood on the sidewalks of New York that day to cheer our troops and their leader, General Norman Schwarzkopf. There was lots of brass there that day, General Colin Powell, Secretary of Defense Cheney, the mayor, of course, David Dinkins, but like most New Yorkers, my intention was focused on our troops, our flag, and the hero general who had made short work of repulsing Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait and driving his forces beyond Basra, back to Baghdad.


Americans had much to celebrate that day. A decisive military victory, courageous and brilliant leadership, the fact that America’s leaders had chosen not to press a victorious campaign into a full-on invasion and occupation of Iraq. America’s restraint was all the more remarkable because the only limits to our global power were imposed by our values, our judgment, and our leaders’ understanding that power is often greatly magnified and leveraged by the careful application of that power. With the collapse of Marxism-Leninism and the Soviet Union, the United States stood as the world’s only superpower. And, by God, we were acting like it.


But it has always been strange to me that we never threw a parade for those who fought and struggled to secure the biggest victory of all, the winning of the Cold War. It would have been quite something to have celebrated all that America and our allies accomplished over the course of almost a half century of cold war and military conflict from Korea to Vietnam, and ceaseless covert engagement throughout the world between the United States and the Soviet Union. At least we finally got around to honoring our Korean War veterans with a parade in New York two weeks after the Gulf War parade. Have we really become a people who no longer want to celebrate our military, the achievement of our national goals? Are we a people who don’t want to be reminded of all we owe our military and our intelligence agencies, who protect our nation each and every day? Is there now something so overwhelmingly politically incorrect about patriotism that we can’t celebrate our heroes, those who achieve, those who sacrifice and serve our great nation?


Many of us are old enough to remember when our military marched in Independence Day parades everywhere around the country each July 4. So when’s the last time you stood on a curb or sidewalk and thrilled at the sight of our troops marching proudly with our flag down Main Street or Eighth Avenue, or whatever street is the center of your town, your city? We’ve moved quite a ways over the years from those parades. I don’t really know why. Did somebody make a decision and forget to tell us? Is there some reason we would not want our youngsters to thrill at the sight of our men and women in uniform, to watch our flag held high as we stand together as citizens saluting all that it stands for? Who made that decision, and why have we let it stand?


And why are we moving away from singing the praises of God for His bountiful blessings upon us and our beautiful country? It’s as if there’s almost a national silence, an aversion to public expressions of love of God and country. Some consider them overly sentimental, too patriotic, overly religious for our times, too hackneyed, I suppose, and too nationalistic. We don’t hear Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the USA” nearly as often as I’d like. I’m sure to a lot of people these days it sounds startlingly unsophisticated, maybe even corny, to acknowledge our national pride and our debt and duty to this nation. Has it become politically incorrect to be grateful for our immense natural resources, to express pride in the great advantages we Americans enjoy because of the land we’re so privileged to live upon and the seas that surround us? Instead of thanking God, we seem to spend more time trying to crowd Him out of our public square to appease those atheists, agnostics, and others who are put upon by us rubes who dare still cling to our Bibles, guns, and quaint patriotism and outright devotion to this great nation.


Our riches are overwhelming, and the most natural of human emotions would seem to be humility, our most natural reflex to express gratitude for being such fortunate beneficiaries, whether of our natural resources or of the technologies we’ve innovated to accelerate and expand our capacity to calculate and communicate, from dramatically reducing greenhouse emissions, to landing on the moon and exploring Mars and beyond. Instead of the deep, profound gratitude and humility that we might expect of most Americans, increasingly our fellow citizens seem to be in the grip of a festering frustration that is palpable almost everywhere I go. A sense among our citizens that our leaders don’t elevate our society, but rather subvert the character and the values that have characterized a great and proud nation and people for almost two and a half centuries. Many of us feel alienated in our private lives from the institutions that were once the bulwarks of life in America, providing both support and guidance in our daily lives, but that now often merely confuse and disappoint us. Our politics disappoint because neither of our major parties is very effective at creating solutions to our most intractable problems or resolving the issues and challenges of our day.


Our political parties understandably don’t always succeed, but we should expect at least that Democrats and Republicans would possess the energy and the honesty to acknowledge their failures, to on occasion relent and try a broad experimentation with integrity: intellectual integrity, moral integrity, integrity in governance.


I don’t know whether such integrity will ever descend on Washington, but such an event seems less likely under this president. Barack Obama won the presidency campaigning on Hope and Change, on both the implied and explicit promise that he would unite all Americans. His failure to fulfill that promise emphatically suggests that he was not sincere, and far too many voters simply saw and heard in Obama and his words what they wanted to see and what they wanted to hear. The result over five years has been a greater sense of helplessness among our citizenry and a country firmly divided between red and blue states, left and right, Republican and Democrat. Division is to be expected in a two-party system as robust as ours, but the nastiness, the corrosiveness of our politics is rising to alarming levels. I’m no sissy, and I love the arena, the bad bruises and hard falls that all of us take when we engage in the national debate and discussion, campaigns and contests of public life. But it seems to me that the ideas in this great arena of ours have grown smaller as venom and bile have become more toxic. Perhaps this is as President Obama wants it, because he has certainly contributed mightily to it. I’ve never seen a man less concerned about the truth of his words, less concerned about the consequences of his choices, a man who’s seemingly committed to creating an ever-greater dependency on our government, all the while seeming to preside over Washington, D.C., as a celebrity rather than a president fulfilling his constitutional duty to preserve and protect our Constitution and serve the American people and the national interest.


The pioneers, the entrepreneurs who built this country, believed that, while America’s streets were never paved with gold, our country offered everyone an opportunity to succeed—as long as they had the work ethic and grit and determination required. Today, that dream, cherished and achieved for so long by so many, seems to be slipping out of reach for most Americans. The institutions that we have traditionally turned to for strength and leadership are in upheaval. As are our traditional values. Thrift, ingenuity, faith, independence, self-reliance, plain-spokenness, a fierce love of God, country, and family—all that once defined “the American way.” We are a changing people. Much of the change is not for the better, much that is different in American life is not even remarked upon by our national media or our academic social critics, and as the challenges that confront us become more dangerous there is less evidence that we as a society are willing to confront those issues, let alone expend the energy to prevail against them. Our values, many of our principles and standards, are subsumed by a government that is insatiable in its appetite for greater dominion over our lives. The American way was an expression of our ideals, our values, and the social contract that formed the understanding of the basic relationship between our citizens and our government since our founding. That is changing. Relationships between the government and the governed, between employers and employees, teachers and students, even friends and family, are being redefined, replaced, or simply rejected. The rending of America’s social contract is one of many forces that confront the very idea of America, and challenge our future, our destiny, which many of us have always believed to be assured by providence. We face an axis of upheaval, powerful dynamics set in motion over the course of the last half century, forces that have become far more powerful with the passing of each decade. Unchecked, those forces will overwhelm this nation and culminate in the failure of the great American experiment. I firmly believe we remain equal to the tests we face, but we must understand that arrayed against us is an axis of upheaval intent upon the destruction of America, and all that this nation has represented to the world for so long. The axis of forces arrayed against us is powerful. Let’s examine several that are already diminishing our strength and our power:


OUR POLITICIANS AND POLITICAL LEADERS ARE FAILING


It has become popular to talk about bipartisan dysfunction, the culture of corruption and cronyism that infuses all of Washington, D.C. Would our system of government even be recognizable to our founders? Government has grown so vast in reach and power and numbers that Jefferson, Madison, Adams, and Washington would likely struggle to discern their intended balance among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, and the political counterweight of state governments. And Washington, D.C., now operates less like a constitutional republic than a royal court or totalitarian regime suffused with members of a ruling class, an ever-expanding political establishment, and a vast, dumb bureaucracy to do the bidding of the splendid elites.


Politicians in both parties, from the White House to Capitol Hill, give lip service to free markets and competition while spurring ever-greater, dangerous expansion of our central federal government. In the royal court of the federal government, few elites can match the influence of the corporatists who bring vast sums of money to guarantee their access and favorable reception for even their most vapid and self-serving propositions. Corporate welfare is not simply an expression, it is a political reality and an industry unto itself in Washington, D.C. The same free marketers and competitive capitalists seek federal largesse, support, and yes, welfare, for almost every imaginable aspect of their businesses and industries. Bankers who protest government regulation of their industry are also the first to seek the support of government when faced with competition, or the prospect of collapse. We’ve allowed government to reach into almost every corner of our economy, where it can choose winners and losers, attack industries that the ideological adherents of an administration determine to be irrelevant despite the protests of the marketplace. Reasonable arguments can be made ideologically that the government’s insistence on supporting some of Wall Street’s most irresponsible bankers and Detroit’s anachronistic carmakers was effective policy, or plain stupid. Either way, it was a public policy choice that a free-enterprise capitalist economy should not expect of a constitutional republic. The ultimate consequence of ever-larger government is the necessity of spending ever more money, a government that seeks to find new ways in which to spend money, and money that will have to be repaid by our children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren . . . you get the idea. Enormous, unimaginable debt is the enduring legacy of all the presidents who have served since Dwight Eisenhower. Our elected leaders of both parties in the House, the Senate, and the White House pretend that amortizing the debt they have amassed over succeeding generations is almost as responsible and prudent as good public policy in the first place. If only our political leaders would spend as much time creating intelligent, effective policies as they do rationalizing their ill-considered decisions and trying to mitigate the damage and pain their public-policy choices cause.


OUR BUSINESS LEADERS ARE FAILING


Business throughout our history has produced great leaders who vigorously served the national interest as government officials and public servants. If there were ever a demonstration of true bipartisanship, it was the service of these leaders who were brought into government by presidential administrations because of their talent, resourcefulness, intellect, and experience, rather than their partisanship. Throughout history, ambassadorships have been awarded to those who support, politically and financially, presidential candidates. Now, electoral and financial support for the president has become a first consideration in almost every leadership post of any administration. As for business itself, most CEOs have given up their public voice to business associations like the Chamber of Commerce or the Business Roundtable, relieving the CEO of one of his or her most important responsibilities, which is to advocate in the national interest. The Chamber and Roundtable, however, also relieve the CEO of the sometimes intimidating repercussions that can follow any public comment that carries political and economic implications. It’s a shame. It’s the way it is. Only the CEOs themselves, their boards of directors, and investors can change what has become a retreat by most business leaders from the arena of public discussion and debate. Many CEOs won’t speak truth to political power because their businesses are often inextricably intertwined with government. And few corporations can withstand a vengeful administration. Nearly all seek favors that accompany the public support of the CEO and the CEO’s corporation. It’s the best kind of cobranding by the rich and powerful. Corporate leaders like Jeffrey Immelt and even billionaire icons like Warren Buffett have cozied up to Obama administration officials over state dinners and “business task forces.” Quite a tradeoff. Warren Buffett in the last presidential election gave Mr. Obama virtual political immunity for his antibusiness policies and attitude, while Jeffrey Immelt gave the president plausible deniability of the charge that he wasn’t working effectively to create jobs or improve America’s international competitiveness. As I said, quite a tradeoff.


Men and women used to come home from work with sweat on their brow and grease on their sleeves. The blue-collar worker is now an endangered species in America. The hard work of making and fixing things was once respected in America. Labor on our farms was praised. Physical labor of any kind is looked down upon by many of the elites in both parties as “work that Americans won’t do.” Those elites need a kick in the butt, and everyone in this country must regain and honor the work ethic that built this nation. And there should be no work that Americans won’t do, no American should look down his or her nose at anyone who does that work, and our elected officials and lawmakers must understand that work in and of itself is a cherished opportunity. And all our leaders, governmental, business, and academic, must set aside as a priority the opportunity to work, and work for a living wage.


In the Obama view, innovation has frequently consisted of pumping billions of taxpayer dollars into politically chosen, ideologically helpful enterprises like Solyndra that create spectacular public failures. Three of the first five companies that received loan guarantees for their projects—Solyndra, Beacon Power, and Abound Solar—declared bankruptcy. Taxpayers lost more than $535 million dollars in the Solyndra debacle alone. We expanded the role of government in our society rapidly as we confronted the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. Government’s influence permeates almost every sector of our economy and almost every aspect of our daily lives, most of which are now altering, perhaps irretrievably, the American way of life. We are a people slowly coming to grips with new realities, most of which potentially threaten the American way of life. President Obama made it clear in the days leading up to his first inaugural that he intended the “fundamental transformation” of America. The outcome of the 2014 midterm elections may well determine whether he is ultimately successful in his ambition.


OUR NATIONAL MEDIA ARE FAILING


Most of our national media are no longer working in their traditional role as watchdogs over our vast, powerful federal government. The national media are performing basically more as lapdogs than watchdogs. Many of the country’s leading political journalists are in fact coconspirators with this administration and the political left. Fox News reported that the Obama administration created what it called a “Behavioral Insights” team, modeled on a similar program in the U.K. What does the administration want to do? It wants to create ways for the so-called nudge squad to subtly influence people’s behavior and, in effect, make it easier for the government to ensure that its citizens do what they’re told, whether it’s paying taxes, insulating their homes, or whatever else Big Brother decides is best for them. Almost all of the national media saw no reason for concern, no suggestion of mind control or more pervasive government influence over our lives.


Then there’s the indifference of the national media to the stonewalling of the Benghazi investigation and the targeting of conservative groups by the Internal Revenue Service. These White House scandals are truly becoming as much of a scandal for the national media that refuses to hold the government and this White House accountable. This new era of media compliance with power, complicity of purpose with the Obama administration, augurs poorly for our constitutional republic, which depends upon an aggressive, even adversarial news media to ensure the public has full knowledge of what our government is doing and the effects of its policies.


A host of forces are aligned in support of the president and his transformational vision. I call these forces the axis of upheaval, because whether consciously, conspiratorially, or even as unintended consequence, they have the potential to further roll back the standard of living for all Americans, to make the lowest common denominator the standard for American education and media. These forces range from an aging population to flailing younger generations, to banks too large and powerful, to corporations that seek to dominate the public square, and to the efforts of many to drive religion from that public square. Even as we experience the onset of an extraordinary energy boom in this country, we face the prospect of other dwindling natural resources, including water and fertile, productive agricultural land. Our court system, once the beacon of justice in the Western world, has been politicized and corrupted. And while civil trials take years to adjudicate, criminal trials bear little resemblance to the constitutional rights of due process and speedy trials with juries made up of engaged citizens. This is a bloated court and legal system that lawyers themselves will not reform. And infusing all quarters of our society and economy is the paralyzing, numbing political correctness that has reduced communication and public discourse to a sticky gruel of vacuous words that a single-minded public orthodoxy is forced to consume. These are some of the threats, even extant dangers, to our nation from within, and are all within our power to meet and to overcome should we muster the courage to face them honestly and engage them energetically.


There are, of course, immense challenges, serious threats, and yes, extant dangers to America from without. There is little doubt that the United States will be contending with what is now a red storm rising in China. It is impossible to know beyond a doubt whether China will emerge as one of several powerful competitors to the United States for economic dominance by the mid-twenty-first century, or whether it will be an ideological and geopolitical threat to our global interests. Much of the outcome, of course, depends on the choices our leaders make in the next few decades. As we cut our military budgets, China is spending huge amounts of money to enlarge and improve the capabilities of its military forces. China’s military budget has risen nearly 10 percent each year over the past decade while the United States, after cutting twelve combat brigades, will be able to field an army only a quarter the size of the People’s Liberation Army. Chinese military spending is forecast to outpace U.S. military spending by about a third by midcentury. Russia’s leadership seeks to restore its place atop what it hopes will be a multipolar geopolitical world, and soon. Its recent economic success may well augur a military and strategic capability that, while less than that of the Soviet era, will assure Russia of considerable influence over world affairs. India most certainly will be among the global leaders that will compete with the United States, China, and Russia economically on all geopolitical issues. India represents, I believe, a powerful economic competitor, but also a natural geopolitical ally and potentially an important countervailing influence to both China and Russia in the region. Brazil is the third-largest country in our hemisphere, the second-most populous, and without question its economy will dominate the South American market for the foreseeable future. It will become an increasingly important trading partner in the next few decades, a competitor, and an increasingly natural ally of both the United States and the European Union. I hope that U.S. and European leaders will vigorously pursue geopolitical alliances and ever-increasing trade ties with each of these countries.


The axis of upheaval includes nation-states with geopolitical, economic designs on our future, as well as transnational, ideologically driven forces, such as radical Islamists. Internally these forces include weakened border and port security, an inability to enforce and indifference to the enforcement of law, an electoral system that in many states is simply corrupt and in others is operated as a network of overwhelmed volunteers who understand neither the threats to the integrity of our electoral system nor our government nor the technology with which we’ve begun counting often unverifiable electronic votes. The internal elements of this axis of upheaval are championed by none other than President Obama, who has not relented in his dream of fundamentally transforming America. His dream is not ours, and for ours to prevail, we must commit our energies to nothing less than preserving our great constitutional republic and free-enterprise, capitalist economy.





CHAPTER 1


CONSEQUENTIAL ELECTIONS 2014


So it has come to this. Barack Obama is a two-term president. A president who in his first term presided over one of the worst economies in American history, whose foreign policy was utterly incomprehensible, a leader who expressed contempt for the foundations of our free-enterprise, capitalist system now has three more years in which to either further America’s decline under his stewardship or truly reverse direction in his policies, as many of us expected he would in his first term.


It’s clear we can no longer truthfully say that each presidential election is the most important in our recent history. That would leave out some awfully important elections—midterm elections. Had not the Republicans won decisively in 2010, it is likely things would have been woefully different. Only the Tea Party in 2010 stood between this president and the full implementation of what I believe would have been disastrous consequences for the nation. Even though President Obama won a historic victory (yes, another one) in 2012, a Republican Congress also prevailed and has managed to blunt at least some of President Obama’s initiatives to expand without limit the size and power of our federal government. And, of course, 2012 lived up to its billing as the most important election in our history, although at times it seems Governor Mitt Romney had no idea how important the election was to him and to our nation. It mattered a lot. Mr. Obama’s victory put in place for the next four years:


• Obamacare


• A government hostile to business


• A government hostile to free enterprise and innovation


• A government hostile to state and local governance


• A government enormously hostile to individual rights


Obamacare is a Frankenstein creation of a statist, socialist administration intent on raising taxes—taxes increasing now on those with higher income levels as well as small business owners. The national debt is rising, even as our rivals and enemies take unfair strategic advantage of a president and administration that seemingly do not understand economics, domestic public policy, or how to effectively pursue our national interests in a difficult, complex, and dangerous world.


It may be comforting to Republicans to consider Mr. Obama’s victory another “fluke.” But his 2012 victory was no fluke. Nor was it a stolen election. Were the polls “skewed”? It seems only the losers’ polls were skewed. Let’s be clear. Only the losers had the numbers wrong. Think about this number:


65,915,796


That is how many Americans decided to re-elect this president—about 51 percent of those who cast ballots across the country. Barack Obama was the first Democrat since FDR to win two popular majorities in a row. Mr. Obama won in places like Virginia and Florida, Nevada and Colorado, all critical swing states that might have gone for a Republican candidate. He dominated all of New England, and came closer than expected in Mississippi and South Carolina, where he won 43 percent and 44 percent of the vote respectively. The president won 71 percent of Hispanic voters, 93 percent of African-Americans, and 50 percent of Catholics. Adding insult to injury, Democrats picked up an improbable two seats in the United States Senate and eight seats in the House of Representatives.


The 2012 election wasn’t all that close. There was a lot of talk about the “enthusiasm gap” favoring Republicans, and somehow the GOP did manage to nominate a candidate who received almost one million more votes than John McCain in 2008. Obama had three and a half million fewer votes than in 2008. Sadly for Republicans, whatever enthusiasm gap there was, wasn’t sufficient to bridge the vote gap. Few in either party were enthusiastic about going to the polls and pulling the lever for their candidate. Given the mediocrity of the choices, who can blame them? What made the difference was a well-conceived, well-organized, well-managed campaign on one side and an unmitigated mess on the other.


Let’s give credit where credit is due. And Republicans had better hope that their party does exactly that. President Obama, David Axelrod, and David Plouffe turned out to be every bit as smart as they told us they were. Their campaign outstrategized, outorganized, outworked, and outclassed the Republicans at every turn. That’s the first unpleasant reality with which the Republicans have to come to terms. They need to grow their party. They need to get out the vote, and to do that, Washington Republicans had better get out of town as much as they can and get to know a lot of soon-to-be Republicans. This midterm will be all about hard work, reaching out to new GOP voters and getting them so excited they actually vote.


If Republicans haven’t been looking for and recruiting a dozen David Axelrods by now, people who know how to energize a base and get out their vote, then Republicans will see the same devastating results in 2014, and in 2016, as they did in 2012. I’m reluctantly complimenting the Democrats and I’m hoping Republicans have the humility and street smarts to do the same. Because the GOP must emulate Democratic success if they are to win anytime soon. Repeating one’s mistakes, one’s own stupidity, and ignoring cause and effect, is a sure path to even greater Republican frustration and continued failure.


The 2012 election wasn’t about the Democrats. It was supposed to be, of course. But it turned out to be about the Republicans and their failures of imagination and courage, and their reliance on an old-guard cadre of greedy strategists and fund-raisers who filled their pockets as they floated more empty rhetoric and broke more Republican hearts. The Republicans did all this to themselves in 2012, and will soon find out if they’ve done it again in 2014. And so will America.


The country needs a loyal opposition to the Democratic Party, a countervailing political organization to the Democrats, one that will stand in the way of the Democrats’ inexhaustible appetite for ever-bigger government, higher taxes, and less respect for the individual and his or her rights.


Republicans in Washington have often seemed to be as eager for tax hikes, bailouts, and corporate welfare as Democrats.


Herewith a short primer for Republicans who want to be something more than Democrat-lite coupled with lower taxes for corporations, lower taxes and fewer regulations for businesses:


RULE #1: REWARD SUCCESS, NOT FAILURE


In the private sector, if you run a business into the ground, you don’t tend to get rewarded with another CEO job. But not so in the Republican Party. Many of the people guiding Mitt Romney to defeat were the same people who in 2008 had helped John McCain run one of the worst imaginable presidential campaigns ever. Many of them had helped George W. Bush leave office with the lowest approval rating of any president in our history. You might have thought that these geniuses would be run out of Washington on a rail. Instead they’ve shown up again and again in the Republican Party. Why? One can only assume that it suits the Republican power elite to keep fools around who will do their bidding and forswear intellectual energy, originality, and political independence and integrity.


The Republicans are particularly gifted when it comes to recycling. By “recycling” I mean recycling the same leaders, the same consultants, the same pollsters, the same media advisors, and the same fundraisers election cycle after election cycle. It’s insanity. Pure insanity. A manager at your local 7-Eleven has a better track record of hiring responsible, competent people than some of these multimillion-dollar political campaigns.


Even the choice of Republican candidates presented to the GOP electorate was symptomatic of a lack of imagination. And what a study in recycling! Most of the candidates on the stage in 2012 had been in politics for years, some for decades. Yet the Republican Party struggled to convince voters that any of them was a candidate in the tradition of the Republican Party, or would prevail in the national contest with Barack Obama. And yet it was from this group of candidates that the party chose the one candidate who lost the last time to the guy who lost to Obama the first time. I realize that’s a tortured way to say that the Republicans selected Mitt Romney to challenge Barack Obama after Barack Obama had beaten the daylights out of John McCain, who had easily beaten Romney in the race for the 2008 Republican nomination. Somehow Republicans convinced themselves that Romney was a really good idea.


Washington doesn’t make a lot of sense to the rest of the country. But even by Washington standards, Republicans have to be considered particularly screwball. Going into the most important election in our history, which is always by definition the next election, how can it be that Senator Lindsey Graham and Senator John McCain appear on Sunday talk shows and cable news networks more than any other senators or congressmen? How is it that the Republicans who raised the most money in 2008 and lost were the ones who raised the most money in 2012, and yes, lost again? So I want to propose a rule for the Republicans to consider. Henceforth and forevermore Republicans will not invite back members of campaign teams, or candidates, who make careers out of losing. Is the Republican Party so agonizingly and pitifully bereft of talent that there is no one in their ranks who is original or fresh or new or deserving of the party’s support? I can think of a dozen likely candidates right now. I may not agree with all that any one of these candidates has to offer, but there is no question that Senator Ted Cruz, Senator Rand Paul, Senator Marco Rubio, Congressman Trey Gowdy, Senator Kelly Ayotte, Congressman Bob Goodlatte, and Dr. Benjamin Carson are just a few names that the Republican Party should embrace.



RULE #2: IDEAS MATTER


Take a look at this number, this very big, Republican number:


$992,500,000


That is how much money Republican-affiliated groups raised for the 2012 election. I’m talking about the Romney campaign, the Republican Party, and Mitt Romney’s Restore Our Future Super PAC combined. When you add in the numbers of the six largest Super PACs and outside funders, here’s what you get.






	American Crossroads


	$91,115,000







	Americans for Prosperity


	$33,542,000







	Crossroads GPS


	$22,146,000







	American Future Fund


	$19,038,000







	Winning Our Future


	$17,008,000







	Americans for Job Security


	$15,223,0001







	SUBTOTAL =


	$198,072,000







	PLUS


	$992,500,000







	TOTAL =


	$1,190,572,000








More than a billion dollars—a number that defies comprehension. It is also incomprehensible how much of that money was simply wasted. Television ads telling you why you shouldn’t vote for Barack Obama and why Mitt Romney was the bee’s knees. Now this is what Republicans across the country received in return for all that investment of big money, and lots of television time:


0


All that money bought nothing. The 2012 Republican campaign seemed at times utterly mindless. The Romney campaign was about money, invective, fear, and almost no discussion of ideas. The Romney campaign, and all who were making so much money from his candidacy, was bereft of imagination, and of new ideas. Ideas still matter in politics. Romney and his strategists, tacticians, and fundraisers had none. Not a single new idea with which to capture the attention and the hopes of Republican voters. Romney’s television ads, the Republican Party’s commercials, were all about full immersion. But the candidate himself was not only not immersed in the politics and the contest, his interest at times seemed to amount to no more than an infrequent furtive glance at a body politic who would have eagerly responded to a candidate with bright ideas and better promises. Even Obama’s tired rhetoric seemed to brighten when compared to Romney’s tiresome clichés and his lack of passion.


The 2012 presidential campaign was one of the dirtiest in recent memory. It was also one of the most disappointing and least interesting campaigns. None of this bothers the strategists and media buyers and consultants running Republican campaigns. They made millions off this losing campaign, just as they did in 2008. They may have left Republicans with nothing to show for it but smoldering ruins where the GOP once stood, but they walked off with millions of dollars in their own pockets. Why should they bother with ideas to appeal to the electorate when they and their friends can just air boilerplate attack ads and walk off with hefty checks, regardless of whether they win or lose?


The Democratic Party is a functioning coalition. The Republican Party is a fund-raising organization. The Democratic Party has members, while the Republican Party has visitors. You take the money away from the Democrats and they still have a group of followers committed to a set of ideas. Terrible ideas, but still ideas. You take away money and the other functions of the Republican Party apparatus and you have an empty tent. The Republican Party doesn’t stand for much because most of all, they are the party of big business, working hard to cut corporate taxes as they quietly collaborated with Democrats to raise income taxes and payroll taxes. They have caved on taxes. They have caved on spending. The Republican Party has sent Americans abroad to do nation-building when the party promised they would not. The Republicans will do no better in the 2014 midterm elections than they did in 2012 if they continue to merely oppose what Democrats stand for, oppose anything Barack Obama proposes. And Paul Ryan talking about budget deficits and corporate taxes will not win the day. It’s time for a Republican vision, it’s time for Republicans to talk about values, and to demonstrate that the Republican Party is smart, and bold, and the party to lead us to a bright American future, the party of the American dream. And to prevail, the GOP must be recognized by voters as the party of ideas, and ideals.
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