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  SUMMATION 2015


  First, here are some numbers: There are twenty stories and novelettes in this year’s volume. They were chosen from anthologies, print magazines, webzines, and single-author collections. Eleven of the contributors live in the United States, one lives in Canada, one in New Zealand, and seven in the United Kingdom.


  Seven stories are written by women and thirteen by men. The authors of six stories have never appeared in previous volumes of my year’s best. The longest story is 14,500 words, with the shortest being 500 words.


  AWARDS


  The Horror Writers Association announced the winners of the 2014 Bram Stoker Awards® on May 9, 2015, at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia. The presentations were made at a banquet held as the highlight of the combined Bram Stoker Awards Weekend with the 2014 World Horror Convention. The winners:


  Superior Achievement in a Novel: Blood Kin by Steve Rasnic Tem (Solaris Books); Superior Achievement in a First Novel: Mr. Wicker by Maria Alexander (Raw Dog Screaming Press); Superior Achievement in a Young Adult Novel: Phoenix Island by John Dixon (Simon & Schuster/ Gallery Books); Superior Achievement in a Graphic Novel: Bad Blood by Jonathan Maberry (Dark Horse Books); Superior Achievement in Long Fiction: “Fishing for Dinosaurs” by Joe R. Lansdale (Limbus, Inc., Book II, JournalStone); Superior Achievement in Short Fiction: “The Vaporization Enthalpy of a Peculiar Pakistani Family” by Usman T. Malik (Qualia Nous, Written Backwards) and “Ruminations” by Rena Mason (Qualia Nous, Written Backwards), tie; Superior Achievement in a Screenplay: The Babadook by Jennifer Kent (Causeway Films); Superior Achievement in an Anthology: Fearful Symmetries edited by Ellen Datlow (ChiZine Publications); Superior Achievement in a Fiction Collection: Soft Apocalypses by Lucy A. Snyder (Raw Dog Screaming Press); Superior Achievement in Non-Fiction: Shooting Yourself in the Head for Fun and Profit: A Writer’s Survival Guide (Post Mortem Press); Superior Achievement in a Poetry Collection: Forgiving Judas by Tom Piccirilli (Crossroad Press).


  The Specialty Press Award: ChiZine Publications, Canada.


  The Richard Layman President’s Award: Tom Calen, Brock Cooper, and Doug Murano.


  The Silver Hammer Award: Rena Mason.


  HWA introduced the Mentor Award “honoring writers who, through the Mentoring Program, provide excellent support to their mentees.” Mentor of the Year went to Kathy Ptacek.


  Life Achievement Awards: Jack Ketchum and Tanith Lee.
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  The 2014 Shirley Jackson Awards were given out at Readercon on July 12, 2015, in Burlington, Massachusetts. Jurors were Andy Duncan, Nancy Holder, Livia Llewellyn, Simon Kurt Unsworth, and Kaaron Warren.


  The winners were: Novel: Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer (FSG Originals); Novella: We Are All Completely Fine by Daryl Gregory (Tachyon); Novelette: “The End of the End of Everything” by Dale Bailey (Tor.com, April 2014); Short Fiction: “The Dogs Home” by Alison Littlewood (The Spectral Book of Horror Stories, Spectral Press); Single-Author Collection: Gifts for the One who Comes After by Helen Marshall (ChiZine Publications); Edited Anthology: Fearful Symmetries edited by Ellen Datlow (ChiZine Publications).


  The World Fantasy Awards were presented November 8, 2015, at a banquet held during the World Fantasy Convention in Saratoga Springs, New York. The Lifetime Achievement recipients, Sheri S. Tepper and Ramsey Campbell, were previously announced. The judges were Gemma Files, Nina Kiriki Hoffman, Bénédicte Lombardo, Bruce McAllister, and Robert Shearman.


  Winners for the best work in 2014: Novel: The Bone Clocks by David Mitchell (Random House/Sceptre, UK); Novella: We Are All Completely Fine by Daryl Gregory (Tachyon Publications); Short Fiction: “Do You Like to Look at Monsters” by Scott Nicolay (Fedogan & Bremer chapbook); Anthology: Monstrous Affections: An Anthology of Beastly Tales edited by Kelly Link and Gavin J. Grant (Candlewick Press); Collection: Gifts for the Ones That Come After by Helen Marshall (ChiZine Publications) and The Bitterwood Bible and Other Recountings by Angela Slatter (Tartarus Press); Artist: Samuel Araya; Special Award, Professional: Sandra Kasturi and Brett Alexander Savory, for ChiZine Publications; Special Award, Non-Professional: Ray B. Russell and Rosalie Parker, for Tartarus Press.


  NOTABLE NOVELS OF 2015


  A Head Full of Ghosts by Paul Tremblay (William Morrow) is a terrific novel about a teenager who manifests symptoms of schizophrenia. Doctors are no help. Her desperate father consults a Catholic priest who, feeding the father’s religious mania, believes the girl demonically possessed and pushes for an exorcism. A reality show is produced about the family and their troubles. The story is told mostly from the point of view of the eight-year-old younger sister who adores her sister but has some mental/ emotional problems of her own, and because of this and her youth may not be the most reliable narrator. It’s no coincidence that the younger of the two sisters is named Meredith, shortened to Merry (pace Merricat from We Have Always Lived in the Castle).


  Dreams of Shreds and Tatters by Amanda Downum (Solaris) is about a woman who intuits through her nightmares that her best friend is in trouble, thousands of miles away. And she’s correct. Her friend, a talented gay artist who finally found love in Vancouver, currently lies in a coma after his dabbling in sorcery brings forth something deadly pushing through to our world. The book effectively uses Lovecraftian and Robert Chambers Carcosian motifs to create a disturbing, dark urban fantasy.


  Disintegration: A Windy City Dark Mystery by Richard Thomas (Alibi) is a gritty modern noir about a very broken hired killer determined to bring down the rest of the world with him. Dark, vicious, and fast-moving.


  The Dead Lands by Benjamin Percy (Grand Central)—in which the author takes on the dystopian science fiction subgenre, with all its attendant horrors—is better than his earlier, pedantic take on the werewolf novel, but not good enough to stand out from the crowd.


  Finders Keepers by Stephen King (Scribner) is terrific. I haven’t been keeping up with King’s novel output for a while so hadn’t realized this book is a sequel to 2014’s Mr. Mercedes, which I’ve not read. But that matters not. A novelist retires after writing a bestselling literary trilogy. The final book ends unsatisfactorily for at least one reader—a psychopath. There are rumors of a sequel and the unhinged reader wants to read that manuscript—at any cost, setting off a tense, terrifying series of events. This is a great novel about obsession and a writer’s responsibility to his readers.


  A Song of Shadows by John Connolly (Atria Books/Emily Bestler Books) is a strong entry in the author’s Charlie Parker novel series. Parker is in a small Maine town, recuperating from serious wounds sustained at the climax of the previous book. But even so, he can’t help but get involved when a man’s body is washed up on the beach in front of his rental house. What ensues is a twisted plot originating in a Nazi concentration camp during WWII. The series is not only exceedingly dark, but there’s always a whiff of the supernatural surrounding each book.


  The Library at Mount Char by Scott Hawkins (Crown) is an utterly refreshing debut about gods as monsters. A young woman who, along with several other neighborhood children, was plucked from a normal life when they were all orphaned in one destructive event is raised by a mysterious man who becomes their demanding “father.” Whenever the reader is certain of what comes next, the plot veers wildly into a different, perfectly controlled direction. This is especially evident about three quarters of the way in, when the story seems to be over. It’s not. A fabulous, exceedingly dark fantasy about the monstrosity of gods. By turns funny and horrifying, it hits every mark. While I don’t want to oversell it, this is the finest, most satisfying dark novel I’ve read in 2015.


  Crooked by Austin Grossman (Mullholland) is about a public figure I thought I’d never willingly read about: Richard Nixon. What else but occult interference could possibly explain Tricky Dick’s political career? In this brilliant alternate history, Nixon’s still a jerk, but is almost heroic in his confusion and paranoia, as he’s caught up in a terrifying web of occult conspiracy far worse than the “Red Scare.” This is an entertaining tour-deforce of Lovecraftian horror mixed with Cold War politics.


  Carter and Lovecraft by Jonathan L. Howard (Thomas Dunne Books) is a clever Lovecraftian novel about a former detective traumatized by his last case. He inherits a bookstore in Providence from a total stranger but that bookstore is run by the last known descendant of H. P. Lovecraft—a young African American woman who chafes at suddenly acquiring a new boss. But when people start dying horribly, Daniel Carter and Emily Lovecraft are pulled into a terrible vortex of evil.


  Experimental Film by Gemma Files (CZP) is a great example of one of my favorite types of weird dark fiction: secrets behind movies and movie-making. A former film teacher, suffering from depression and anxiety as a result of dealing with an autistic child, is pulled into a mystery that becomes more and more dangerous to her and those around her. The novel’s about so much: gods and what they require in their worship, the difference between looking and seeing—and knowing when to look away. The danger of obsession. Wonderfully creepy. One of the best of the year.


  The Devil’s Detective by Simon Kurt Unsworth (Doubleday) is an intriguing first novel about an “Information Man” of Hell, assigned the task of investigating a murder more brutal than the usual crimes taking place in the underworld. But as he maneuvers among demons, Hell’s bureaucrats, humans, and the Angels who regularly deliver redemption to Hell’s denizens, Thomas Fool comes to discover that he’s being used, but by whom/what? A good read, despite a conclusion that doesn’t really satisfy.


  ALSO NOTED


  Killing Pretty by Richard Kadrey (HarperVoyager) is Sandman Slim’s seventh outing, at the start of which Stark, a Nephilim who’s been in and out of Hell several times—now living in Los Angeles—is persuaded to hunt the murderer of Death, who showed up in human form at the end of The Getaway God with his heart torn out. The Damned by Andrew Pyper (Simon & Schuster) about a man haunted by his psychopathic twin. Within These Walls by Ania Ahlborn (Gallery) is about a true crime writer seduced by an imprisoned cult leader into writing of a murder, about which the killer promises to reveal all after remaining silent for thirty years. Brother, also by Ahlborn (Gallery) is about a young man trying to escape the murderous habits of his family. Dawn of the Dead by George A. Romero and Susanna Sparrow (Gallery Books) is a reissue of the novel originally published in 1974, with an introduction by Simon Pegg. The Scarlet Gospels by Clive Barker (St. Martin’s Press) features supernatural detective Harry L’Amour, who, when hired to clean out a dead man’s secret rooms in New Orleans, finds a lot more than he bargained for. If you want to know what happens to Pinhead, you might like this a lot. If you haven’t read many of Barker’s novels, this likely isn’t the one with which to start. The Fifth House of the Heart by Ben Tripp (Gallery) is a vampire novel with enough additions and variations on the trope to raise it above the usual. Sax, a cowardly antiques dealer, has acquired great wealth in his youth by stealing hoards owned by vampires. Now his past is catching up with him as those he’s stolen from are hunting him down. Sax’s repeated insistence upon his cowardice gets tired quickly, but still overall a very readable book. Damage Done by Amanda Panitch (Random House) is a psychological suspense novel about a twin desperately trying to escape the stigma of her mass-murdering brother. The book tried a bit too hard to be a Gone Girl for teens. Point Hollow by Rio Youers (CZP) is about a man returning to his supposedly idyllic hometown after his marriage fails, in an attempt to jog old memories loose. The Night Clock by Paul Meloy (Solaris) is an inventive and intriguing dark fantasy about a time and place that exists just beyond the one we know. However, this first novel doesn’t quite come off because of a muddle of too many characters, some introduced for the first time in the last pages. Lord Byron’s Prophecy by Sean Eads (Lethe Press) is a dark fantasy that shifts between the past of Lord Byron and his circle of friends and the present of a professor and his son—all three plagued by psychological demons and linked by their disturbing visions. The Consultant by Bentley Little (Cemetery Dance) is a dark satire about an awful guy brought in to streamline a troubled company’s operations. Mr. Suicide by Nicole Cushing (Word Horde) is about an abused and disaffected child evolving into a lunatic. The Subterranean Season by Dale Bailey (Underland Press)—When an ominous hole appears in a ne’er-do-well PhD student’s office on a college campus obsessed with football, what could possibly go wrong? The Glittering World by Robert Levy (Gallery Books) is about the dangerous supernatural mysteries lurking in the past of a man returning with friends to sell his childhood home in Nova Scotia. The Darkest Part of the Forest by Holly Black (Little, Brown) is a dark young adult fairy tale. The Deep by Nick Cutter (Gallery) is about attempts to discover a cure for a plague decimating humankind. Werewolf Cop by Andrew Klavan (Pegasus) is about a cop cursed during his hunt for gangsters. Submerged by Thomas F. Monteleone (CD Publications) is a horror thriller about contemporary amateur divers who find a sunken Nazi submarine that carried a secret weapon. Christopher Golden has two new novels out: Tin Men (Ballantine), about a plot to take down the US by sabotaging the mechanical units on which an elite group of soldiers rely, and Dead Ringers (St. Martin’s Press), about doppelgangers appearing out of nowhere. Positive (HarperVoyager) has David Wellington returning to zombies. Vermilion: The Adventures of Lou Merriwether, Psychopomp by Molly Tanzer (Word Horde) is a dark fantasy western about a young female gunslinger, whose job as Psychopomp is to keep San Francisco safe from ghosts, shades, and geung si (hopping vampires or zombies). Necronomicon: The Manuscript of the Dead by Antonis Antoniades (Hippocampus Press) is a fictionalized history of the ancient book so central to H. P. Lovecraft’s mythos. Last Night at the Blue Alice by Mehitobel Wilson (Bedlam Press) is about a woman who must pass a test to get the job she wants: Psychopomp.


  MAGAZINES, JOURNALS, AND WEBZINES


  I believe it’s important to recognize the work of the talented artists working in the field of fantastic fiction, both dark and light. The following artists created dark art that I thought especially noteworthy in 2015: Galen Dara, Nick Stathopoulos, George Cotronis, Ben Baldwin, Richard Wagner, Steve Gilberts, John Coulthart, Vincent Sammy, Jill Bauman, Neil Williams, Lynette Watters, Paul Lowe, Martin Hanford, Joachim Luetke, Steve Santiago, David Palumbo, Gary Nurrish, Kat Weaver, Gregory St. John, Stephen Mackey, Stacy Nguyen, John Jude Palencar, Elizabeth Leggett, Polly Rose Morris, Daniele Serra, Paul Lowe, Anna O’Brien, John Stanton, and Tara Bush.


  Video Watchdog edited by Tim Lucas is a gem. It’s erudite and entertaining, and with issue 179, the magazine celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. In addition to movie reviews and articles, the magazine runs a regular audio column by Douglas E. Winter, a book review column, and a regular column by Ramsey Campbell. There were three issues published during 2015, one of which had a major piece about “Dr. Strangelove at 50.”


  Rue Morgue edited by David Alexander is a Canadian nonfiction magazine for the horror movie aficionado. It’s superficial but entertaining and has up-to-date information on most of the horror films being produced. The magazine includes interviews, articles, and lots of gory photographs, along with regular columns on books, horror music, and graphic novels.


  BFS Horizons, all fiction, and BFS Journal, all nonfiction, are magazines given to members of the British Fantasy Society, and in 2015 they were edited by Sarah Newton and Ian Hunter.


  The Green Book: Writings on Irish Gothic, Supernatural and Fantastic Literature edited by Brian J. Showers brought out two issues in 2015. There’s a “lost tale” by Bram Stoker that hadn’t been reprinted in almost 150 years, plus commentary on the story by David J. Skal; an article about early influences on Lafcadio Hearn, one about a letter praising Sheridan Le Fanu written by Robert Louis Stevenson; a reminiscence by Lord Dunsany on WWI; and other fascinating articles, interviews, and reviews.


  Thinking Horror: A Journal of Horror Philosophy Volume 1 edited by S. J. Bagley debuted in 2015 and plans to focus on interviews and critical analyses of horror. The first issue had interviews with Michael Kelly, Nathan Ballingrud, Molly Tanzer, Simon Strantzas, Silvia Moreno-Garcia, and Nate Southard. Jeremy R. Smith works on creating “A General Theory of Horror” and Helen Marshall seeks the “Medieval in Twenty-first Century Literature.” There are other interesting-looking articles in the first issue and although some of the pieces might be a bit too academic for general readers, it’s a very promising enterprise.


  Lovecraft Annual edited by S. T. Joshi (Hippocampus Press) is an invaluable resource for Lovecraftian scholarship accessible to the layperson. The 2015 edition is almost 230 pages and features papers, letters to and from Lovecraft, essays, and reviews.


  Lovecraft eZine edited by Mike Davis specializes in new Lovecraftian fiction and poetry in print and online. During 2015 there were two issues, with notable fiction by Josh Wagner, Jon Padgett, Josh Reynolds, K. C. Grifant, and J. T Glover.


  The Horror Zine edited by Jeani Rector is a long-running webzine regularly running horror fiction and poetry by established and new names. The site also has a news column, as well as book and film reviews.


  Cemetery Dance edited by Richard Chizmar has been running behind schedule for awhile now, so some of the reviews and columns seem a bit dated (I have a regular book column) and two of the stories in the first 2015 issue were actually published first in Cemetery Dance’s twenty-fifth anniversary anthology, Turn Down the Lights. That said, among the originals was a notable story by Stephen Bacon.


  Black Static edited by Andy Cox has long been one of the best horror magazines in the field. In addition to fiction, the bi-monthly regularly includes interviews, book and movie reviews, and commentary by Lynda E. Rucker. In 2015 there were notable stories by Ralph Robert Moore, Simon Avery, Emily B. Cataneo, Tyler Keevil, Stephen Hargadon, Danny Rhodes, Priya Sharma, Steve Rasnic Tem, E. Catherine Tobler, Neil Williamson, Damien Angelica Walters, Kate Jonez, John Connelly, Sarah Read, James Van Pelt, Stephen Bacon, Andrew Hook, Thana Niveau, and Gary McMahon. The Jonez story (“All the Day You’ll Have Good Luck”) is reprinted herein.


  Supernatural Tales edited by David Longhorn is an excellent digest-sized magazine that runs consistently good fiction and also includes reviews. Two issues were published in 2015 and featured notably creepy stories by Steve Duffy, Adam Golaski, Lynda E. Rucker, Mark Valentine, Jane Read, Jeremy Schliewe, Tom Johnstone, Rosalie Parker, and Helen Grant.


  The Dark edited by Jack Fisher and Sean Wallace is a quarterly fiction webzine devoted to dark fantasy, although there are occasionally stories that flow into horror. In 2015 there were strong dark stories by Lisa L. Hannett, Kevin McNeil, Cassandra Khaw, Kristy Logan, Megan Arkenberg, Angela Slatter, and Michael Wehunt.


  Nightmare Magazine edited by John Joseph Adams publishes online monthly and by email subscription. Each issue includes two original and two reprinted stories plus nonfiction. Following their successful special Kickstarter-funded Women Destroy Horror published in 2014, with fiction edited by Ellen Datlow, there was a special Queers Destroy Horror October issue with fiction edited by Wendy N. Wagner. During the year there were notable stories by Megan Arkenberg, Maria Dahvana Headley, Kat Howard, Matthew Kressel, Alison Littlewood, Carmen Maria Machado, Karen Munro, Nate Southard, and Dale Bailey. The Bailey (“Snow”) and Machado (“Descent”) stories are reprinted herein.


  Cyäegha edited by Graeme Phillips is a horror and weird zine. There were two issues out in 2015. The first was #13, co-edited by D. H. Tyrer, which took the King in Yellow as its theme. The second was #14, which was dedicated to work in translation and co-edited by Jaap Boekestein and Marcel Orie.


  Dark Discoveries edited by Aaron J. French published two issues in 2015. The magazine includes fiction, interviews, and reviews. The nonfiction is always good but the fiction is uneven.


  MIXED-GENRE MAGAZINES


  Not One of Us edited by John Benson is one of the longest-running small press magazines. It’s published twice a year and contains weird and dark fiction and poetry. In addition, Benson puts out an annual “one-off” on a specific theme. The theme for 2015 was “The Long and the Short and the Tall.” There was notable fiction and poetry by Patricia Russo, Sonya Taaffe, and J. C. Runofson. The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction edited by Charles Coleman Finlay mostly publishes science fiction and fantasy but occasionally has terrific horror stories. In 2015 there was notable horror by Bud Webster, Albert E. Cowdrey, Dale Bailey, Bo Balder, Sadie Bruce, Dennis Etchison, David Gerrold, Maria Dahvana Headley, Kat Howard, Alice Sola Kim, Bruce McAllister, and Tamsyn Muir. Lady Churchill’s Rosebud Wristlet edited by Gavin J. Grant and Kelly Link (with Michael J. DeLuca guest editing #33) is an irregularly published small press zine. In 2015, it published notable dark tales by Carmen Maria Machado, Alyc Helms, and J. M. McDermott. SQ Magazine edited by Sophie Yorkston and Gerry Huntsman is a webzine from Australia. It published notable dark fiction by Eric Guignard, Michelle Jager, S. G. Larner, Gary McMahon, and Jason Nahrung. Uncanny Magazine edited by Lynne M. Thomas is a webzine that refers to what it publishes as science fiction and fantasy, but contains a generous helping of dark, sometimes horrific stories. The site has notable dark fiction by Sofia Samatar, Mary Robinette Kowal, Ursula Vernon, Emily Devenport, and Samuel J. Miller. Tor.com (for which I acquire short fiction) publishes science fiction, fantasy, and horror. In 2015, there were notable dark stories on the site by Bruce McAllister, Lucy Taylor, Jeffrey Ford, and Priya Sharma. The Sharma story (“Fabulous Beasts”) is reprinted herein. There are a host of magazines that only rarely publish stories dark enough to consider horror, but I recommend you check them out if you’re open to reading other types of fiction in addition to horror. Mythic Delirium edited by Mike Allen, which published notable dark work by Beth Cato and Sunny Moraine. Bourbon Penn edited by Erik Secker published a notable dark story by H. Andrew Lynch. On Spec, Canada’s best known genre magazine, is published quarterly by a revolving committee of volunteers since 1989. The most recent issue included notable darker stories by Tyler Keevil and Aliya Whitley. Phobos is a magazine of weird fiction edited by Robert M. Corry and Luke St. Germaine. Issue Three had good dark stories by A. C. Wise, Andrea Bradley, and Adam Halterman. Conjunctions edited by Bradford Morrow had good dark fiction by Sequoia Nagamatsu, China Mièville, and Matthew Baker. Others are Clarkesworld edited by Neil Clarke, Strange Horizons edited by Niall Harrison, Space & Time edited by Hildy Silverman, Tin House edited by Rob Spillman, Granta edited by Sigrid Rausing, Interfictions published online twice yearly and edited by a revolving group of editors, and McSweeney’s edited by Timothy McSweeney.


  ANTHOLOGIES


  The Library of the Dead edited by Michael Bailey (Written Backwards) has a framing story about a library within a mausoleum in Oakland, California. Each story is about someone whose ashes are interred there. There are fifteen original stories by a variety of horror writers—each illustrated by GAK—with notable stories by Norman Partridge, Roberta Lannes, and Michael McBride.


  Seize the Night edited by Christopher Golden (Gallery Books) is a strong vampire anthology of twenty-three stories. The stories that most impressed me were by Laird Barron, Kelley Armstrong, Rio Youers, John Langan, Dana Cameron, Robert Shearman, Lucy A. Snyder, Gary A. Braunbeck, Michael Koryata, Seanan McGuire, and a collaboration by Dan Chaon and Lynda Barry. The Armstrong (“We Are All Monsters Here”) and Barron (“In a Cavern, In a Canyon”) stories are reprinted herein.


  October Dreams II: A Celebration of Halloween edited by Richard Chizmar and Robert Morrish (Cemetery Dance Publications) is a hefty volume of stories (some new, some reprinted), personal memories of Halloween, and essays about the history of Halloween. There was notable original fiction by Gemma Files, Ian McDowell, Stephen Graham Jones, Roberta Lannes, Alison Littlewood, Bev Vincent, and Tina Callaghan. The Jones story (“Universal Horror”) is reprinted herein.


  The 2nd Spectral Book of Horror Stories edited by Mark Morris (Spectral Press) is a solid, non-theme horror anthology of nineteen original stories. Most of the stories were very good.


  Creeping Crawlers edited by Allen Ashley (Shadow Publishing) has nineteen stories (all but one being originals) about weird and horrific insects, arachnids, arthropods, crustaceans, and other crawling creatures that we fear. There are notable stories by Adrian Cole, Mark Howard Jones, David Birch, Ralph Robert Moore, and David Turnbull.


  Horrorology: A Lexicon of Fear edited by Stephen Jones (Jo Fletcher Books) features twelve stories and novellas, the strongest by Kim Newman, Lisa Tuttle, Robert Shearman, Angela Slatter, Michael Marshall Smith, and Pat Cadigan. The cover art and illustrations were all created by Clive Barker.


  Edge of Sundown: Tales of Horror in the Wild West edited by Kevin Ross and Brian M. Sammons (Chaosium) is an original anthology of nineteen stories. Notable stories by Silvia Moreno-Garcia, Eric Red, and John Shirley.


  Mark of the Beast: A Collection of Werewolf Stories edited by Scott David Aniolowski (Chaosium, Inc.) features twenty-nine stories (all but one being originals). There are notable stories by Lois Gresh, T. E. Grau, Eric J. Guignard, and Rebecca L. Brown.


  Cassilda’s Song: Tales Inspired by Robert W. Chambers’ King in Yellow Mythos edited by Joseph S. Pulver Sr. (Chaosium Inc.) follows up on Pulver’s 2012 anthology, A Season in Carcosa. This time around there are eighteen new stories, all by women. There are notable stories by Mercedes M. Yardley, Molly Tanzer, Selena Chambers, Anya Martin, Helen Marshall, Lucy A. Snyder, and Maura McHugh.


  Midian Unmade edited by Joseph Nassise and Del Howison (Tor) contains twenty-three stories set in the world of Clive Barker’s Nightbreed. Unfortunately, few of the stories work without some knowledge of Barker’s novella Cabal, or the movie made from it, Nightbreed. Some stories stand out from the pack: Weston Ochse, Ian Rogers, Christopher Monfette, and Brian Craddock.


  The Eleventh Book of Black Horror edited by Charles Black (Mortbury Press) is, with fourteen original stories, a strong entry in this long-running horror series. There are notable stories by Stephen Bacon, John Forth, Tom Johnstone, Sam Dawson, and David Williamson. The Johnstone (“Slaughtered Lamb”) and Bacon (“Lord of the Sand”) stories are reprinted herein.


  Inhuman edited by Allen Koszowski debuted in 2004 with the intention of being a regularly published magazine, but has never able to keep to a schedule. Issue #6, published in 2015, was the first appearance of the publication since 2011, so I’m treating it more like an anthology than a periodical. If you’re into old-fashioned pulp and tentacles, this is the magazine for you. It’s profusely illustrated by its artist-editor and contains mostly original fiction with a few reprints.


  Snowbound with Zombies: Tales of the Supernatural Inspired by the Life & Work of John Greenleaf Whittier edited by David Goudsward (Post Mortem Press) is an anthology whose intent is to benefit the Whittier Birthplace Museum. The volume includes twenty-two stories, with eight reprints (including one by Whittier himself). It also includes an afterword by Faye Ringel discussing Whittier as a collector of supernatural folk tales.


  Shrieks and Shivers from the Horror Zine edited by Jeani Rector (Post Mortem Press) features thirty-one tales of horror fiction by a variety of writers including Elizabeth Massie, P. D. Cacek, Lisa Morton, William F. Nolan, Ray Garton, and Tom Piccirilli. The best story is a western horror tale by newcomer Gary Robbe. Although the volume is non-thematic, for some reason John Russo has been roped into providing a brief introduction about the zombie movies he’s written, almost as if it’s intended for a different book.


  Expiration Date edited by Nancy Kilpatrick (Edge) includes twenty-five all-new stories about death and dying. The strongest is by Tobin Elliott, and two collaborations, one by Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens and the second by Steve Rasnic Tem and Melanie Tem.


  Nightmares Unhinged: Twenty Tales of Terror edited by Joshua Viola (Hex Publishers) features nineteen unthemed original stories and one reprint, with the publisher/co-editor including three of his own stories and two others co-written by him. Despite this, there are notable stories by Keith Ferrell, Steve Rasnic Tem, Stephen Graham Jones, Dustin Carpenter, and Edward Bryant.


  Sharkpunk edited by Jonathan Green (Snowbooks) is—despite the wretched title (can anthologists please stop with the “punk” suffix?)—pretty good, featuring twenty new stories about killer sharks. The best stories are by Den Patrick, Ian Whates, Amy and Andy Taylor, Richard Salter, Jenni Hill, Steven Savile, and Gary McMahon.


  Eulogies III edited by Christopher Jones, Nanci Kalanta, and Tony Tremblay (HW Press) is a non-theme horror anthology with thirteen stories, all but one being originals. Each story has an interior illustration by Keith Minnion and includes an introduction by Robert Dunbar. The best stories are by Bracken MacLeod, Matt Moore, Elizabeth Massie, Chet Williamson, Paula D. Ashe, and Brian Hodge.


  Aickman’s Heirs edited by Simon Strantzas (Undertow Publications) is a varied tribute volume to the late great creator of eerie, quiet horror: Robert Aickman. In the book are fifteen stories stories of the weird. All the stories are good, but for me the strongest are by John Langan, Malcolm Devlin, and Nadia Bulkin. The Langan story (“Underground Economy”) is reprinted herein.


  Dark Screams Volume Three edited by Brian James Freeman and Richard Chizmar (Hydra) is a mini eBook-only anthology of five short horror stories, one a reprint. The best are by Brian Hodge and Jack Ketchum.


  Terror Tales of the Scottish Highlands edited by Paul Finch (Gray Friar Press) is a weaker entry than usual in the series, with more than its fair share of mopy pairs of siblings or couples going off the meet bad ends during unwise explorations. Of the fifteen new stories (one being a reprint), the strongest were by Barbara Roden, Carole Johnstone, Ian Hunter, Craig Herbertson, Tom Johnstone, and D. P. Watt. The editor provides interstitial material between each tale.


  Terror Tales of the Ocean edited by Paul Finch (Gray Friar Press) has thirteen stories, four reprints, and interstitial material between each story. The strongest of the new stories are those by Adam Nevill, Robert Shearman, Conrad Williams, Stephen Laws, and Lynda E. Rucker. The Nevill story (“Hippocampus”) is reprinted herein.


  The Blumhouse Book of Nightmares: The Haunted City presented by Jason Blum (Blumhouse Books/Doubleday) is an all-original anthology of sixteen dark stories about cities, edited by a producer of horror movies and written mostly by Hollywood types. Despite the lack of variety, there are notable stories by Sarah Langan, Nissar Modi, Dana Stevens, and Eli Roth.


  Death’s Realm edited by Anthony Rivera and Sharon Lawson (Grey Matter Press) features sixteen original stories about death and dying. There are notable stories by Rhoads Brazos, John C. Foster, and Aaron Polson.


  The Big Bad II edited by John G. Hartness and Emily Lavin Leverett (Dark Oak Press) contains twenty-four original stories about bad guys. Included are notable stories by Gail Z. Martin, Jason Corner, and Edmund R. Schubert.


  Flesh Like Smoke edited by Brian M. Sammons (April Moon) is an anthology of sixteen stories about transformation, mostly into werewolves. Good stories by Darrell Schweitzer, Scott R. Jones, and Cody Goodfellow.


  Giallo Fantastique edited by Ross E. Lockhart (Word Horde) is an all-original anthology of twelve stories inspired by the stylized, violent, often grisly Italian crime/horror movies by Dario Argenti, Mario Bava, and Lucio Fulci. All the stories are worth reading, but my favorites were by Ennis Drake, E. Catherine Tobler, and Orrin Grey.


  Blood Sisters edited by Paula Guran (Night Shade) is a reprint anthology of twenty-five vampire stories by women. Included are writers such as Nalo Hopkinson, Pat Cadigan, Tanith Lee, Storm Constantine, Laurell K. Hamilton, and Chelsea Quinn Yarbro.


  The Monstrous edited by Ellen Datlow (Tachyon Publications) is a reprint anthology (with one original by John Langan) of twenty stories about what makes a monster, human or otherwise. It includes stories by Peter Straub, Kim Newman, Jeffrey Ford, Sofia Samatar, Christopher Fowler, Gemma Files, and others, with illustrations throughout.


  The Humanity of Monsters edited by Michael Morrison (ChiZine) contains twenty-six reprints, with no stories overlapping with The Monstrous. There are stories by Catherynne M. Valente, Neil Gaiman, Kij Johnson, Nathan Ballingrud, and others.


  Better Weird: A Tribute to David B. Silva edited by Richard Chizmar, Brian James Freeman, and Paul F. Olson (Cemetery Dance) is a lovingly produced anthology of original and reprinted stories in honor of the writer, editor, and publisher. Each story is graced by a remembrance of Silva. The best of the originals is by Bentley Little.


  The Doll Collection edited by Ellen Datlow (Tor) contains seventeen original horror and dark fantasy stories about dolls of all types. Illustrated throughout with photos taken by Datlow, Ellen Klages, and Richard Bowes.


  Darkest Minds edited by Ross Warren and Anthony Watson (Dark Minds Press) features twelve stories (all but one being originals) about crossing borders. I’m not convinced the theme works, but there are strong stories by Stephen Bacon, Tracy Fahey, Robert Mammone, Tom Johnstone, and David Surface.


  Wild Things: Thirteen Tales of Therianthropy edited by Steve J. Shaw (Black Shuck Books) has mostly original stories of shape shifting. There’s one excellent new story by Rachel Halsell.


  In the Shadow of Edgar Allan Poe: Classic Tales of Horror 1816–1914 edited by Leslie S. Klinger (Pegasus Books) begins with E. T. A. Hoffman’s “The Sandman,” but moves into a more gothic selection of twenty stories.


  Dark City: A Novella Collection by Brian Hodge and Gerard Houarner (Necro Publications) is a beautiful trade paperback with three original novellas, two by Houarner and one by Hodge.


  Daughters of Inanna edited by Brian Keene (Thunderstorm Books) features horror novellas by Livia Llewellyn, Chesya Burke, Amber Fallon, and Rachel Deering, with an introduction by Brian Keene.
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  There were a plethora of original and reprint anthologies full of stories influenced by the works of H. P. Lovecraft that were released in 2015.


  Whispers in the Dark edited by Scott Harrison (Snowbooks) contains novellas by Thana Niveau, Johnny Mains, and Alison Littlewood, each influenced by Lovecraft and taking place during a different period in time.


  Whispers from the Abyss: The Horrors That Are and Shall Be edited by Kat Rocha (01 Publishing) has twenty-five stories inspired by Lovecraft. The best are by Laird Barron, John Palisano, Cody Goodfellow, and Jonathan Sharp.


  That Is Not Dead: Tales of the Cthulhu Mythos through the Centuries edited by Darrell Schweitzer (PS Publishing) has fourteen new historical takes of Lovecraftian lore. There are notable stories by S. T. Joshi, John R. Fultz, W. H. Pugmire, and Lois H. Gresh.


  She Walks in Shadows edited by Silvia Moreno-Garcia and Paula R. Stiles (Innsmouth Free Press) features twenty-five original Lovecraftian stories by women, interspersed with ten black and white illustrations by different artists. The strongest stories were by Gemma Files, Amelia Gorman, Arnaud de Vallois, E. Catherine Tobler, Pandora Hope, Sharon Mock, Rodopi Sisamis, Nadia Bulkin, Angela Slatter, and Jilly Dreadful.


  Dreams from the Witch House: Female Voices of Lovecraftian Horror edited by Lynne Jamneck (Dark Regions Press) consists of twenty stories, three being previously published, with strong work by Gemma Files, Storm Constantine, R. A. Kaelin, Amanda Downum, Marly Youmans, Karen Heuler, Molly Tanzer, Sonya Taaffe, and Tamsyn Muir. The Muir story (“The Woman in the Hill”) is reprinted herein.


  Resonator: New Lovecraftian Tales from Beyond edited by Scott R. Jones (Martian Migraine Press) has seventeen stories inspired by H. P. Lovecraft’s story “From Beyond,” about the Tillinghast Resonator, a machine that stimulates dormant senses to bad effect. The theme’s somewhat narrow in inspiration, preventing the contributors from really taking off on it, but there are notable stories by Scott Nicolay, Christopher Slatsky, and Orrin Grey.


  Beyond the Mountains of Madness edited by Robert M. Price (Celaeno Press) has fourteen stories (all but two being originals), all intended to be sequels to H. P. Lovecraft’s At the Mountains of Madness. One reprint, written in 1927 by John Martin Leahy, is thought to be the inspiration for Lovecraft’s classic novella. There are notable stories by Stephen Mark Rainey, Edward Morris, Pierre V. Comtois, Laurence J. Cornford, Cody Goodfellow, C. J. Henderson, and Brian M. Sammons.


  The Outsiders edited by Joe Mynhardt (Crystal Lake Publishing) is a shared-world anthology with a Lovecraftian cult at its center. The five British writers do an okay job with what they’re given—the best stories are by V. K. Leslie and Rosanne Rabinowitz.


  Cthulhu Fhtagn! edited by Ross E. Lockhart (Word Horde) features nineteen original stories inspired by H. P. Lovecraft. The strongest are by Ann K. Schwader, Laird Barron, Cody Goodfellow, and a collaboration by Molly Tanzer and Jesse Bullington.


  The Madness of Cthulhu, Volume Two edited by S. T. Joshi (Titan) is an all-original anthology of fourteen varied new stories inspired by Lovecraft. The strongest are by Laird Barron, Jonathan Maberry, Donald Tyson, Jason C. Eckhardt, Karen Haber, and Steve Rasnic Tem.


  Black Wings IV: New Tales of Lovecraftian Horror edited by S. T. Joshi (PS) is disappointing compared to the earlier volumes. The seventeen stories and one poem are mostly pastiches, something I admittedly dislike, but there’s notable fiction by Caitlín R. Kiernan and Simon Strantzas.


  Shadows over Main Street edited by Doug Murano and D. Alexander Ward (Hazardous Press) features twenty-two stories on the theme of Lovecraftian horror taking place in small towns (one story is a reprint). Although a few stories border on the silly, there’s notable work by Lisa Morton, Josh Malerman, Richard Thomas, Nick Mamatas, Lucy A. Snyder, Stephanie Wytovich, and Brian Hodge, with a foreword by Ramsey Campbell. The book is nicely illustrated by Galen Dara, Vincent Chong, John Coulthart, Paul Carrick, and HagCult. The Hodge (“This Stagnant Breath of Change”) and Wytovich (The 21st Century Shadow”) stories are reprinted here.


  The Gods of H. P. Lovecraft edited by Aaron J. French (JournalStone) has twelve new stories, each featuring a deity created by Lovecraft. With interior illustrations by Paul Carrick, John Coulthart, and Steve Santiago, plus commentary on each god by Donald Tyson. The strongest stories are by Joe R. Lansdale, Seanan McGuire, Jonathan Maberry, and Laird Barron.


  Innsmouth Nightmares edited by Lois H. Gresh (PS Publishing) is a handsome hardcover with great cover art by Ben Baldwin. It has twenty-one stories (all but one being originals), and while forcing contributors to stick with the Innsmouth theme is a bit narrow, there are strong stories by Donald Tyson, Nancy Holder, Laird Barron, Nancy Kilpatrick, John Langan, Lisa Morton, and Steve Rasnic Tem. The Tem story (“Between the Pilings”) is reprinted herein.


  Cthulhu: Deep Down Under edited by Steve Propisch, Christopher Sequeira and Bryce Stevens (Horror Australis) is an Australian anthology of twenty-four stories (six reprints) written in Lovecraft’s mythos. Each story features a colored plate illustrated by a different Australian artist. There are notable stories by Jason Franks, Bill Congreve, Jason Fischer, and Aaron Sterns, with an introduction by Ramsey Campbell.


  MIXED-GENRE ANTHOLOGIES


  Exigencies edited by Richard Thomas (Dark House Press) is billed as neo-noir. While there are some very good stories here (all are original), a few lack the juice: the necessary hard-boiled aspect of the subgenre. Also, a couple of the stories don’t fit into the mix, one of them science fiction (which isn’t to say science fiction noir is impossible—this story just isn’t it). The most impressive stories are by Letitia Trent, Jason Metz, and S. P. Johnson. The Trent story (“Wilderness”) is reprinted herein. Professor Challenger: New Worlds, Lost Places edited by J. R. Campbell and Charles Prepolec (Edge) is an engaging, all-original anthology of ten new adventures about Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s scientist Professor George Edward Challenger. The best of the darker stories are by J. R. Campbell, Simon Kurt Unsworth, and Stephen Volk. nEvermore: Tales of Murder, Mystery, and the Macabre edited by Nancy Kilpatrick and Caro Soles (Edge) includes twenty-two original stories written in homage to Edgar Allan Poe. The strongest darker stories are by Michael Jecks, Richard Christian Matheson, Tanith Lee, and a collaboration by Carol Weekes and Michael Kelly. Insert Title Here edited by Tehani Wessely (Fablecroft Publishing) presents twenty-one original science fiction, fantasy, and dark fantasy stories. The best, darkest ones are by Joanne Anderton, Marianne de Pierres, Matthew J. Morrison, and Daniel Simpson. XIII edited by Mark Teppo (Underland Press) has twenty-eight stories and poems concerning transformation, a few of them dark. The best of those is by George Cotronis. Also quite good, but not all that dark, are stories by Richard Bowes and Rebecca Kuder. Breakout PS #34/35 edited by Nick Gevers (PS Publishing) is an unthemed anthology of science fiction, fantasy, and horror with twenty-eight stories, all but one being new. The strongest horror stories are by Adrian Tchaikovsky, James Cooper, Emma Coleman, Simon Strantzas, and Kelly Barnhill. Hanzai Japan edited by Nick Mamatas and Masumi Washington (Haika Sora) is a mixed reprint and original anthology of science fiction, fantasy, and crime fiction, with a few of the stories quite dark. The strongest dark originals are by Chet Williamson, Violet LeVoit, and Naomi Hirahara. Strange Tales V edited by Rosalie Parker (Tartarus Press) is an unthemed anthology of seventeen weird and dark stories. The best of the darker ones are by David McGroarty, Andrew Hook, L. S. Johnson, Elise Fornier Edie, Nathan Alling Long, Andrew Apter, Steve Rasnic Tem, and Tara Isabella Burton. Gods, Memes and Monsters: A 21st Century Bestiary edited by Heather J. Wood (Stone Skin Press) is an entertaining mix of over sixty entries, some of them horror. The best of the darker ones are by Erinn Dembo, Malcolm Devlin, and Dave Gross. The Uncanny Reader: Stories from the Shadows edited by Marjorie Sandor (St. Martin’s Press/Griffin) includes thirty-one stories from around the world, including those from Egypt, Uruguay, Sweden, and Zambia. The stories were originally published between 1817 and 2013. The Haunted Tropics: Caribbean Ghost Stories edited by Martin Munro (The University of West Indies Press) contains fifteen mostly new stories about ghosts, but there’s no horror in the book. Nightscript I: An Anthology of Strange and Darksome Tales edited by C. M. Muller (Chthonic Matter) is a very promising anthology debut of what’s intended to be an annual, with content along the lines of New Genre and Supernatural Tales magazines. The first volume has twenty stories. There are notable ones by Patricia Lillie, Daniel Mills, David Surface, Charles Wilkinson, Clint Smith, Damien Angelica Walters, Ralph Robert Moore, and Jean Claude Smith. Canada Noir edited by Jean Lalamière and David Nickle (Exile) has twenty-two stories of crime, only a few actually fitting within the noir sub-genre. There are notable dark stories by Ada Hoffman, Patrick Fleming, and Keith Cadieux. African Monsters edited by Margrét Helgadóttir and Jo Thomas (Fox Spirit Books) is the second in a series of anthologies about monsters from around the world. This volume has sixteen dark fantasy and horror stories, two of them reprints, plus numerous illustrations. There are strong new stories by S. Lotz, Joe Vaz, Toby Bennett, David-Brenan de Burgh, Chikodili Emelumadu, and Vianne Ventor. Soliloquy for Pan edited by Mark Beech (Egaeus Press) brings together classic reprints and original stories, plus poems and essays about Pan. Although more weird and uncanny than horrific, there is some excellent dark fiction and poetry by D. P. Watt, Rosanne Rabinowitz, Martin Jones, Bethany Van Rijswijk, Lynda E. Rucker, and Stephen Clark. Blurring the Line edited by Marty Young (Cohesion Press) is an interesting mix of fiction and non-fiction, but I don’t really get the theme. In any case, there are good horror stories by Lisa Morton, Kaaron Warren, Lisa L. Hannett, and Stephen Lloyd Wilson. Legacy of the Reanimator: Chronicles of Dr. Herbert West edited by Peter Rawlik and Brian M. Sammons (Chaosium Press) presents eight stories and two round-robins about Lovecraft’s mad scientist, resurrected and still up to the same mischief. Romances of the White Day (Sarob Press) is a mini-anthology of three weird tales by John Howard, Mark Valentine, and Ron Weighell. None of the three are very dark, but all are engagingly mysterious. Ghostly edited by Audrey Niffenegger (Simon & Schuster/Scribner) has sixteen reprinted ghost stories ranging in publication date from Poe to Gaiman, with illustrations by the editor. Congregation of Innocents: Five Curious Tales is a limited edition mini-anthology created in England upon the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Shirley Jackson. Two of the five stories—by Tom Fletcher and Richard Hirst—are notably dark. An introduction is included, written by Patrick McGrath. The Burning Maiden 2: Where Literature Meets the Supernatural edited by Greg Kisbaugh (Evileye Books) is a strong original anthology of sixteen stories and poems. However, not all the stories have supernatural elements, and one is science fiction. The editor also includes a story of his own in the book. The best of the horror stories are by Richard Chizmar, Ramsey Campbell, Orrin Grey, Molly Tanzer, and Paul Tremblay. X-Files: Trust No One edited by Jonathan Maberry (IDW Publishing) has fifteen new stories inspired by the classic (and now revived) television show. There were several best of the year anthologies published in 2015 that included horror, dark fantasy, and darkly weird material: Best New Horror #26 edited by Stephen Jones (PS) overlapped with my own Best of the Year with one story; Year’s Best Weird Fiction Volume Two edited by Kathe Koja and Michael Kelly (Undertow Books) overlapped my best of the year with one story; and The Year’s Best Dark Fantasy and Horror: 2015 Edition edited by Paula Guran (Prime) overlapped on one story with my own and one story with Year’s Best Weird Fiction.


  COLLECTIONS


  Night Music: Nocturnes Volume 2 by John Connolly (Atria Books/Emily Bestler Books) is an excellent second collection of thirteen supernatural tales by the Irish author of crime novels that are often imbued with the uncanny. There are five new stories, and one, “Razorshins,” originally published in Black Static several months before the collection’s publication, is especially good.


  The Strangers by Robert Aickman (Tartarus Press) features five previously unpublished stories and one novella by the master of ghostly and weird stories. The volume also includes previously unpublished or uncollected nonfiction and poetry. The nonfiction ranges from movie and book reviews to an unpublished introduction to a ghost story anthology Aickman proposed, and an essay on the river Avon. This is a boon for Aickman aficionados.


  Friends of the Dead by James Doig (Sarob Press) is a very good first collection featuring eight stories, originally published between 1998 and 2007. Included are two original stories.


  Blood 20: Tales of Vampire Horror by Tanith Lee (Telos) is one of several collections that came out after her death. There are fifteen reprints and five previously unpublished stories in this volume. The other collections were Dancing through the Fire: A Collection of Stories in Five Moves (Fantastic Books) with seventeen stories and a poem and Legenda Maris (Immanion Press) with eleven stories.


  Probably Monsters by Ray Cluley (ChiZine Publications) is a terrific debut by a writer who has been getting increasing and well-deserved attention in Great Britain (one story won the British Fantasy Award). These twenty stories showcase his broad range, including three new stories, one of which (“Indian Giver”) is reprinted herein.


  The Night Listener and Others by Chet Williamson (PS Publishing) is the author’s second collection, with twenty-two short stories published between 1984 and 2015, two appearing for the first time. Several of the stories were nominated for awards, and a couple were reprinted in my Best of the Year anthologies. Richard Christian Matheson provides an introduction.


  Awaiting Strange Gods by Darrell Schweitzer (Fedogan & Bremer) contains twenty-two Lovecraftian stories, one of them being an original. The stories were published mostly in anthologies and in a few journals and magazines.


  Painted Monsters & Other Strange Beasts by Orrin Grey (Word Horde) is the author’s entertaining second collection, with thirteen stories—most about monsters—three seeing their first publication. Includes an introduction by John Langan.


  The Bazaar of Bad Dreams by Stephen King (Scribner) contains twenty stories and poems (a few new), with brief introductions to each by the author. Most but not all have supernatural elements.


  The Sea of Blood by Reggie Oliver (Dark Renaissance Books) is a generous selection of twenty-one stories and novelettes from Oliver’s six previous collections, with two original stories. It is a hefty trade paperback of almost four hundred pages of excellent weirdly dark horror fiction. A few of the stories appeared in The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror and in previous volumes of my Best Horror of the Year anthologies. One of the two new stories (“The Rooms Are High”) is reprinted herein.


  Hungry Celluloid by Frank Duffy (Dark Minds Press) is the author’s third collection and has thirteen stories, more than half being originals.


  The Annotated Poe by Edgar Allan Poe, edited by Kevin J. Hayes (Harvard/ Belknap) contains in-depth notes alongside the tales and poems to elucidate Poe’s sources, obscure words and passages, and literary, biographical, and historical allusions. Poe’s various works are illustrated by a variety of artists.


  A House of Hollow Wounds by Joseph S. Pulver Sr. (Hippocampus Press) is this weird and horror fiction stylist’s fourth collection and includes over forty (mostly original) prose poems, vignettes, and stories filled with poetry. Oblique and often visionary, Pulver’s work is not for everyone, but if you’re interested in decadent, dark experimentation, check this out.


  Sing Me Your Scars by Damien Angelica Walters (Apex Publications) is the first collection of this promising writer, with twenty stories, eight of them being originals. The title story is particularly good.


  The Nameless Dark by T. E. Grau (Lethe Press) is the debut by another fresh voice. These fourteen stories, all published since 2011 (three of them new), show off the author’s range. Includes an introduction by Nathan Ballingrud.


  Cult of the Dead and Other Weird and Lovecraftian Tales by Lois Gresh (Hippocampus Press) features twenty stories published between 1994 and 2014 in various magazines and anthologies.


  Halfway Down the Stairs by Gary A. Braunbeck (JournalStone) is a 600-plus page omnibus of this fine short story writer’s work for the past twenty years.


  Peripheral Visions: The Collected Ghost Stories by Robert Hood (Dark Phases) is a hefty overview of this Australian fantasist’s forty-year career, containing forty-four stories covering 1986 to 2015, including three originals. The collection includes illustrations by Nick Stathopoulos.


  In the City of Ghosts by Michael Chislett (Sarob Press) is a gorgeous looking collection of thirteen ghost stories set in a fictional London suburb. Two of the stories are originals.


  Give Me These Moments Back by Mike Chinn (The Alchemy Press) contains eighteen very dark stories published since 2001 (two original to the collection) in various British anthologies and magazines.


  Dancing Tuatara Press plans to publish several collections of British writer John S. Glasby’s short fiction. The Brooding City and Other Tales of the Cthulhu Mythos is the first in the series by the prolific writer, who died in 2011. He was a fan of Lovecraft and wrote often within the mythos, but he also wrote weird fiction. Includes an introduction by John Pelan. Beyond the Rim and Other Tales of Cosmic Horror, also by Glasby, collects eight Lovecraftian pastiches (two never previously published). The press also published The Broken Fang and Other Experiences of a Specialist in Spooks by Uel Key, stories about a supernatural sleuth—bringing these stories back into print for the first time in eighty-five years. Edited and introduced by John Pelan.


  A Confederacy of Horrors by James Robert Smith (Hippocampus) is a debut collection of twenty-five stories, nine original, with an afterword by Stephen Mark Rainey.


  Dark Renaissance Books, run by Joe Morey, has been publishing weird and dark fantasy in limited as well as trade editions. Carnacki: The Watcher at the Gate and Other Stories by William Meikle is an entertaining volume of twelve pastiches, seven original, using the ghost finder character created by William Hope Hodgson. Includes illustrations by M. Wayne Miller. Tales of Alhazred by Donald Tyson features ten new stories about the “mad Arab” who supposedly wrote the infamous grimoires of the Necronomicon, used in so many Lovecraftian tales.


  Hippocampus Press brought out a three-volume hardcover set of the Collected Fiction of H. P. Lovecraft: A Variorum Edition edited by S. T. Joshi. All three volumes contain text revised by Joshi as a result of thirty years of research. The first volume covers 1905–25, with the stories printed in chronological order. The second, 1926–30, presents stories published after Lovecraft’s return to Providence after returning from New York City. The third covers 1931–36 and the stories and novellas he wrote during the last years of his life.


  Black Ceremonies by Charles Black (Parallel Universe Publications) is the first collection by a writer better known for the editing of his horror anthology series, The Black Books of Horror. The volume contains thirteen stories, four of them originals.


  The Mirrors by Nicole Cushing (Hippocampus Press) is the author’s first full-length collection and has twenty stories, two of them originals.


  Dark Tales from the Den by Dona Fox (James Ward Kirk Publishing) features eighteen stories in this debut collection.


  Goat Mother and Others by Pierre V. Comtois (Chaosium) contains all of the author’s Mythos fiction, with an introduction by Robert M. Price.


  Southpaw Nights by Benjamin Blake (James Ward Kirk Fiction) presents almost seventy previously unpublished micro poems and prose pieces.


  Sacrificing Virgins by John Everson (Samhain) features twenty-five stories (two original) originally published in magazines and anthologies since 1999.


  Voices of the Damned by Barbie Wilde (SST Publications) is an illustrated volume of eleven stories (one original) of body horror. The illustrations are by several luminaries in the field of horror art, including Clive Barker, Ben Baldwin, Vincent Sammy, Daniele Serra, and others.


  MIXED-GENRE COLLECTIONS


  The End of the End of Everything: Stories by Dale Bailey (Arche Press) features nine fantasy, dark fantasy, and horror stories that are as beautifully written as they are startling, with some of them reminiscent of Bradbury at his best. Even his apocalypses bring joy to the reader. Apocalypse Girl Dreaming by Jennifer Brozek (Evil Girlfriend Media) has eighteen reprints and two original tales that range from retold fairy tales and military fiction to the Lovecraftian. The reprints were mostly published in anthologies and a few magazines, and the book includes an introduction by Jody Lynn Nye. Skein and Bone by V. K. Leslie (Undertow Press) is an impressive debut collection of fourteen weird, often dark stories. Four of the stories are published for the first time. The Finest Ass in the Universe by Anna Tambour (Ticonderoga Publications) is the author’s second collection, showcasing twenty-six weird and quirky science fiction, fantasy, and sometimes very dark stories. Ghost Summer: Stories by Tananarive Due (Prime Books) is the author’s first short fiction collection. The fifteen science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories and a novella were originally published between 2000 and 2015, with one story appearing for the first time. Dark Equinox and Other Tales of Lovecraftian Horror by Ann K. Schwader (Hippocampus Press) is a collection of sixteen dark fantasy tales—four published for the first time—by a writer better known as a poet. The Anniversary of Forever by Joel Lane (The Swan River Press) is a posthumous collection of thirteen stories, three published for the first time. Melancholy and bleak, the weird, often dark stories in this slim, beautiful volume are a fitting coda to Lane’s life’s work. Dominoes in Time by Matthew Warner (Thunderstorm Books) is a collection of eighteen science fiction and horror stories published between 1998 and 2014. Human Pieces by James Cooper (PS Publishing) is this British author’s third collection of dark crime fiction and horror. Cooper writes well about the underbelly of society, whether dealing with psychological or supernatural horror. The book includes thirteen stories and novelettes, five published for the first time. Led Astray: The Best of Kelley Armstrong (Tachyon) is a large overview of the author’s work, most of which is supernatural fiction, with twenty-three stories, two of them originals. Walkers with the Dawn by Maurice Broaddus (BlackWyrm Publishing) features sixteen science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories, four of which are originals. Includes brief notes by the author on each story. Dead Water and Other Weird Tales by David A. Sutton (The Alchemy Press) is the second collection of the author, and is a wonderful mix of his work in science fiction, fantasy, horror, and the weird from 1976 through 2015 (with two original stories). Bobby Owen, Black Magic, Bloodshed & Burglary: Selected Short Stories of E. R. Punshon (Ramble House) is a collection of twenty-one stories published between 1898 and 1954 by an English horror and crime writer. Includes an introduction by Gavin O’Keefe. Out Stack and Other Places by Gary Couzens (Midnight Street Press) features eighteen fantasy and dark fantasy/horror stories (several published for the first time). Occasionally an idea trails off, never quite coming together as a story, leaving the reader unsatisfied, but at his best, Couzens’s work is powerful. Includes an introduction by Andrew Hook. Trigger Warning: Short Fiction and Disturbances by Neil Gaiman (William Morrow/HarperCollins) has five poems and nineteen stories, including one original (“Black Dog”), which is reprinted herein. Dreams of Ys and Other Invisible Worlds by Jonathan Thomas (Hippocampus Press) is the fourth collection of stories by this writer, which are more weird than horrific. It includes nine stories (several original) and a “suite” of interconnected tales. Darkling Incidence: Obscure Reflections by K. M. Tonso (Nightscape Press) contains sixteen stories (four reprints), some of which are horrific. Cherry Crow Children by Deborah Kalin (Twelve Planets) is a collection of four powerful stories of dark fantasy and/or horror. Let Me Tell You by Shirley Jackson, edited by Laurence Jackson Hyman and Sarah Hyman DeWitt (Random House) contains previously unpublished and uncollected stories, essays, and other writings. A must-have for enthusiasts. Gutshot by Amelia Gray (Farrar, Straus and Giroux) is an intriguing collection of very brief, dark and strange tales. Only a few drift into horror territory, but the author is definitely one to watch. Get in Trouble by Kelly Link (Random House) is this brilliant writer’s fourth collection. Only nine stories here, but each is a gem, and at least a few have horrific over- or undertones. The Satyr and Other Tales by Stephen J. Clark (The Swan River Press) reprints four novellas of the occult, with illustrations by the author. The title novella has been expanded and developed since its original publication in 2010. November Night Tales by Henry C. Mercer (The Swan River Press) reprints six weird tales from the original collection, published in 1928, plus one story published after the author’s death in 1930. Includes an introduction by Peter Bell. In the Gulfs of Dream and Other Lovecraftian Tales by David Barker and W. H. Pugmire (Dark Renaissance Books) is a generous helping of twenty-six solo and collaborative Lovecraftian tales (mostly pastiches) written in the brazenly decadent style of the authors. Four of the stories (one a novella) are originals. Cover art, end papers, and frontispiece are by Erin Wells. Tell No Lies by John Grant (The Alchemy Press) was out in late 2014, and I missed it then. Includes twelve stories of science fiction, fantasy, and horror, all well-written and worth reading. The author doesn’t write short fiction as much as he should. Striking Fire by Dirk Flinthart (Fablecroft Publishing) features twenty-one science fiction, fantasy, dark fantasy, and horror stories by this Tasmanian writer. Eight were published in 2015 for the first time and six of those first appear in this collection. Falling in Love with Hominids by Nalo Hopkinson (Tachyon) has eighteen stories published between 2002 and 2015, some of them quite dark, including the one original. Make Something Up: Stories You Can’t Unread by Chuck Palahniuk (Doubleday) collects twenty-two stories and a novella by the infamous author of in-your-face fiction (but surprisingly, neither “Guts” nor “Hotpotting,” two of his most horrific stories—reprinted in The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror #18 and 19, respectively). The Bloody Tugboat and other Witcheries by Robert H. Waugh (Hippocampus Press) includes twenty-five stories of weird and/or dark stories. All but three are originals. You Have Never Been Here: New and Selected Stories by Mary Rickert (Small Beer Press) is the second collection by this celebrated writer of fantasy and horror. It contains eleven stories and novellas, several of which won the Shirley Jackson and World Fantasy Award. One story is an original. Three Moments of an Explosion by China Mièville (Del Rey) contains twenty-eight science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories and vignettes by a writer best known for his weird novels mixing science fiction, fantasy, and horror. All of the included pieces are beautifully written and intriguing, even those that are lightweight. Several or the stories are originals. New Avalon: Love and Loss in the City of Steam by Neal F. Litherland (James Ward Kirk Publishing) is an interesting collection of ten stories of fantasy and dark fantasy about an imaginary city. Monstrous Aftermath by W. H. Pugmire (Hippocampus Press) features sixteen stories influenced by Lovecraft, Wilde, and Chambers but all in Pugmire’s distinctive style. A treat for Pugmire’s fans. The Faster Redder Road: The Best Unamerican Stories of Stephen Graham Jones by Stephen Graham Jones (University of New Mexico Press) does the author a disservice. Jones is a terrific writer of dark crime and horror fiction, but this volume is filled with novel excerpts and stories that can be found in other collections by the author. There are a few more mainstream stories from literary magazines not previously reprinted, but I’d wait for them to appear in a better retrospective than this one. Edited and with an introduction by Theodore C. Van Alst Jr. Orpheus on the Underground and Other Stories by Rhys Hughes (Tartarus Press) is another good-looking book from Tartarus Press. A terrific showcase for this quirky writer’s weird fiction. Occasionally horrific, but more often … strange. All but one of the sixteen stories is an original, and the book includes illustrations by Chris Harrendence. Music in the Bone and Other Stories by Marian Pitman (The Alchemy Press) has twenty mixed-genre stories that originally appeared in magazines and anthologies. One original story is included. Ghost Signs by Sonya Taaffe (Aqueduct Press) is part of the Conversation Pieces series. Taaffe is better known as a poet than a prose writer, but she’s proficient in both forms, as demonstrated in these thirty-six poems (two original) and one original story. Insect Literature by Lafcadio Hearn (The Swan River Press) is a gorgeous little illustrated hardcover reprinting twenty essays and stories about insects by the Irish-Greek writer who made his name in Japan, where he lived and died. An introductory essay by Anne-Sylvie Homassel is included. It’s definitely a wonderful book to dip into. Death’s Sweet Echo by Maynard Sims (Tickety Boo Press) collects thirteen ghost stories and strange tales. Bastards of the Absolute by Adam Cantwell (Egaeus Press) consists of eleven stories and novellas, illustrated by Charles Schneider and with an introduction by George Berguño. Leinster Gardens and Other Subtleties by Jan Edwards (The Alchemy Press) has fourteen stories, several of them about ghosts, with one original. Includes an introduction by David A. Sutton. The Massacre of the Mermaids by Alessandro Manzetti (Kipple) has six extremely dark stories of sf and horror, all translated into English for the first time. American Nocturne by Hank Schwaeble (Cohesion Press) has ten stories of dark fantasy, noir, and horror, with several of them being originals. Includes an introduction by Jonathan Maberry.


  POETRY JOURNALS, WEBZINES, ANTHOLOGIES, AND COLLECTIONS


  The 2015 Rhysling Anthology The Best Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror Poetry of 2014, selected by the Science Fiction Poetry Association and edited by Rich Rostow (Science Fiction Poetry Association/Hadrosaur Productions), is used by members to vote for the best short poem and the best long poem of the year. Spectral Realms edited by S. T. Joshi (Hippocampus Press) is a fine new showcase for weird and dark poetry. Two issues came out in 2015. In addition to original poems, there’s a section with classic reprints and a review column. There were notable poems by Ann K. Schwader, Wade German, Gemma Files, K. A. Opperman, Michael Kelly, Jonathan Thomas, Ian Futter, Chad Hensley, Reiss McGuinness, and Stephanie M. Wytovich. Star*Line is the official quarterly newsletter of the Science Fiction Poetry Association. The journals regularly publish members’ poetry. During 2015, there was notable dark work by Bruce Boston and Weronika Laszkiewicz. Resonance Dark and Light by Bruce Boston (Eldritch Press) presents fifty-two poems of all genres. Four are published for the first time. The Robot Scientist’s Daughter by Jeannine Hall Gailey (Mayapple Press), who writes gorgeous, impressive dark science fiction and fantasy poems about Oak Ridge, Tennessee (Atomic City), where she grew up and other places touched by nuclear activity. Eden Underground by Alessandro Manzetti (Crystal Lake Publishing) is an excellent collection of mostly new dark poetry by an Italian author of prose in addition to poetry. The Crimson Tome by K. A. Opperman (Hippocampus Press) is full of the dark gothic and cosmic weird, and most of the poems are previously unpublished. The Book of Jade: A New Critical Edition by Park Barnitz, compiled by David E. Schultz and Michael J. Abolafia (Hippocampus Press) contains the complete text of The Book of Jade, plus biographical and critical material about the decadent poet who killed himself at twenty-three in 1901. The Acolyte by Nancy Hightower (Port Yonder Press) is a volume of dark, modern takes on the Old and New Testaments, several published for the first time. Dark Parchments: Midnight Curses and Verses by Michael H. Hanson (MoonDream Press) is a haunting and lyrical collection of over eighty short poems, with a foreword by Janet Morris. Dark Energies by Ann Schwader (P’rea Press) is a welcome new collection by an excellent and consistent poet of the dark. Includes a preface by S. T. Joshi and an interview by Charles Lovecraft, with illustrations by David Schembri Studios. An Exorcism of Angels by Stephanie M. Wytovich (Raw Dog Screaming Press) presents almost 150 mostly tiny dark poems about love, loss, men, and women. They by Michael Tugendhat (James Ward Kirk Publishing) features about one hundred dark poems.
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