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CHAPTER ONE CLOWNS ARE PEOPLE, TOO
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Clowns. I don’t like them.

I know my mom and dad would tell me that if I don’t have something nice to say about somebody, then I shouldn’t say anything at all.

But even my parents think clowns are creepy!
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In fact, who in the world ever decided that clowns were a good idea in the first place?

Who was sitting around one day and thought, I know what kids will love… a grown-up with a painted smile and funny hair who can juggle and fall down?

Because somebody did!

And then other people agreed.

The whole world was like, yeah, clowns are a good idea! So good that there needed to be not one, not two, not three, but as many clowns as possible!

You’ve got tall clowns, short clowns, clowns with big hats, clowns with little hats, clowns with tiny umbrellas, clowns with pies, clowns with flowers, clowns with balloons, business clowns with ties, clowns with honking horns, and clowns that juggle, just to name a few.
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One time I even saw a clown with clown dogs.

Why would anyone bring dogs into this wild clown world? Why?

Hmm. Maybe because cats would never put on face paint.

Anyway, even though clowns are creepy, there’s one thing to remember about them.

Clowns are people, too.

Yeah, it’s true! At least, most clowns are just like you and me, except with lots of makeup on. And they wear really funky clothes. And they throw pies at one another. And they make balloon animals, which is kind of cool.
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Oh, and they wear those giant shoes for some reason.

So maybe they are not exactly like you and me. But at the end of the clown day, they take off those giant shoes one at a time like… um, regular people who wear giant shoes, I guess.

However, this story isn’t about a regular clown. Well, it has regular clowns in it, and they are also creepy, but not as creepy as that clown right there.

See the one with haunted balloon animals who is about to grab my best friend, Desmond Cole?
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That’s what we in the Ghost Patrol business call a “ghost clown.”

And me? I’m the one riding the donkey.

I know, I know. I didn’t mean to bring the donkey into this mess, but to understand why he’s here, we have to start with hot dogs.
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CHAPTER TWO THE HOT DOG STORY
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Lunch at Kersville Elementary was never what you expected.

And that’s not just because the cafeteria cooks were monsters. You knew that, right? I wrote a whole book about it! Keep up!

But here’s something I left out.

Strange things always happened during lunchtime here.

What kind of strange things? Well, let me tell you.

One time, a student was walking to her table with a tray full of food. Okay, that doesn’t sound strange yet, but wait… she tripped!
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Now, tripping in a crowded room at lunch is one of the worst things that could ever happen to anyone. It makes a mess. It makes a loud noise. And it makes everyone turn and look at the person who fell. Then it usually makes everyone laugh… except the person who tripped.

But it was this girl’s lucky day.
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